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The Soviet-American Impasse. 
The United States Government has 

lost no time in bringing to the atten- 
tion of the Soviet Union the neces- 

sity of settling old obligation· before 
this country can entertain any thought 
of permitting the debtor in question 
to obtain further financial or com- 

mercial favors. Firmly enunciating 
that doctrine. Secretary Hull on 

Thursday brought to an abrupt end 
the long-pending negotiations with the 
Soviet, which has been seeking not 

only extensive commercial credits in 
the United States for the purpose of 
purchasing American goods, but also 

an actual cash loan of >100,000.000 
in advance of such trade. 

Involved in these negotiations was 

the matter of some $500,000,000, rep- 
resenting loans made to the old Czarist 

and Kerensky governments in Russia 
and American property confiscated by 
the bolshevists when they came into 
power. Progress had been made in 
connection with the sum at which 

American claims should be settled, 
but an impasse was reached over 

Soviet demands for a long-term cash 
loan. The United States expressed 
readiness to finance $100.000,000 of 

Soviet purchases here through the 
Export-Import Bank established for 
that purpose, but an additional cash 
advance to Moscow was definitely 
reiusea. 

There matters rested when Ambas- 
sador Troyanovsky returned to the 
Soviet Union several months ago for 
the purpose of obtaining, as it was 

thought, other instructions which 

would permit resumption of the debt 
and trade negotiations. When these 
were taken up by him afresh at the 

State Department this week, it ap- 
pears he had no new proposals to 

make, whereupon Secretary Hull an- 

nounced flatly that, in view of the 
Soviet government's attitude, hope of 

an agreement on controversial points 
can no longer be encouraged. It re- 

mains for the trustees of the Export- 
Import Bank, he added, to decide 
whether there is any good reason for 
continuing its existence. 

Thus come to an inglorious end the 
rosy hopes of fabulous Soviet-Ameri- 
can trade, which were engendered 
after President Roosevelt and Mr. Lit- 
vinoff agreed upon a basis for the 
United States' recognition of the 
Soviet Union at the end of 1933. Rec- 

ognition was accorded upon two dis- 
tinct conditions. One was an adjudi- 
cation of the Russian debt owed to 
this Government and claims held by 
Its nationals. The other condition 
was a cessation of Communistic agi- 
tation in the United States. It is now 

officially acknowledged that the debt 

question has not been settled and is 

apparently insoluble. There is no 
contention that Communist propa- 
ganda has been encouraged by the 

Soviet authorities, but that it persists 
is notorious. 

Obviously, with the basic conditions 
for Soviet recognition unfulfilled, the 
question is bound to arise whether 

that recognition is to stand. That 
may be the next phase of the Soviet- 
American situation to require the ad- 
ministration's consideration. 

Restoration of Federal pay cuts will 
make April X a day of general re- 

joicing instead of a date that creates 
doubt and suspicion. 

Boulder Dam. 
Some 3,000,000 years ago, according 

to geological computation, a stream of 

water in the southwestern part oi the 

United States began scoring out a 

channel. Today that channel has 

become one of the mightiest chasms 

In the world, 700 miles long, ten miles 
wide at the top near the end and a 

mile deep, the Grand Canyon of the 
Colorado. Alymt twenty-five years 

ago the river on its emergence from 
the canyon had become such a de- 
vastating nuisance in its occasional 
Inundation of a large area that a 

project for its control was planned. 
It took twenty years to adjust the 
differences between the States whose 

Interests were involved and to design 
the work. At last a plan was adopted 
and the work was undertaken of 

building at the end of the canyon the 

largest dam in the world, 727 feet 
high, 1,180 feet across the top and-650 

feet thick at the base. This stupen- 
dous task, begun In September, 1930, 
has been accomplished, two and a half 

years ahead of schedule, and this 

morning a massive gate was slid Into 

position to stop the flow of the river 

and back up the waters to form the 

largest artificial lake ever created by 
man, eleven times larger than any 

made before. It is estimated that 

three years will be required to im- 

pound the waters. 
When this work was projected much 

doubt was felt on the score of 

its feasibility. Could a dam be 

built strong enough to check the 

current that in the course of the 

ages had riven so vast a chasm? 

Hut question has been answered and 

I 
no doubt is Xelt now on the «core of 

stability. Nor is tlg|e question as to 

the utility of this greet plug that has 
been driven Into the mouth 01 the 

canyon. It Is a marvel of steel and 

concrete fabrication. The story of 
its designing, the preparation of the 
site, the building of a city to accom- 

modate the workers, the construction 
of railroad lines to furnish supplies, 
the provision of every conceivable 

safeguard against disaster, is a classic 
contribution to the annals of man's 
conquest of natural forces. 

This dam when the lake Is filled 
and put to work will provide electrical 
energy of 1,800,000 horse power ard 
will effect the reclamation of 2,100,000 

, acres of arid and semi-arid lands as 

well as affording a domestic water 
supply for a great population. What 
was originally conceived as a defense 
measure against destructive floods has 
became a constructive contribution to 

j the Nation's wealth and the welfare 
I of a great multitude. 

The Transportation Problem. 
President Roosevelt's message to 

Congress, transmitting the report of 
the Federal Aviation Commission, was 

in reality a discussion of the whole 
transportation problem. It is again 
made clear that the President intends 
to bring about a consolidation of 
regulatory powers governing all meth- 

ods of transportation, Including the 
railroads, the motor services, air lines 

and shipping. Outside of the rail- 
roads. which are regulated to the Nth 
degree by Government, these other 

I means of transportation still await 
the hand of complete Government 
regulation. Obviously, If the railroads 
are to be so regulated, competition 

j from other forms of transportation, 

j unregulated in the main, is not fail·. 
In the expérimental stage of develop- 

; ment the hand of governmental 
I regulation is likely to be a blight 
That it is a heavy hand, even after 
that stage is passed, the railroads 
would, in all probability, testify. 

The Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, the President believes, should, 
through a division, handle the matter 
of supervision of the air lines pending 
the creation of a general and con- 

j solidatcd governmental agency to have 

j supervision and regulatory powers over 

all forms of transportation. In this 
! he departs from'the recommendations 

I of the Federal Aviation Commission. 

The commission favored the creation 
of a temporary Air Commerce Com- 
mission for this purpose. The Presi- 
dent gave as his reason for not fol- 

lowing this recommendation his desire 
to avoid the multiplication of separate 
regulatory agencies in the field of 

transportation. Nevertheless, a sepa- 
rate commission, picked particularly 
because of its knowledge of the avia- 
tion business, might be qualified to 

; deal with this new branch of the 
: transportation service to better ad- 

vantage. 
The report of the Federal Aviation 

! Commission is thorough. It has made 

j an exhaustive study of the whole 
ι problem and many of its recommenda- 
tions appear sound. One of these rec- 

j ommendations is that the Interstate 

j Commerce Commission be given tem- 

porarily the power to lower or increase 
i airmail rates, after full investigation. 
The recommendation was made with 

j the knowledge that the airmail con- 

tracts which the Government now has 

; will expire March 1. The President con- 

; curs in this recommendation of the 

j Aviation Commifsiop, but he streeses 
: the point that theCTSUes fixed must 

«H#·. 

; not permit "unreasonable profits" by 
anv private carrier. 

Government supervision and regula- 
; tion of common carriers are necessary 
in the interest of the general travel- 
ing and shipping public. The pro- 
posal of the President that there be 
co-ordination of agencies exercising 
supervision over the various branches 
of transportation is to be submitted to 

Congress, with a request for legisla- 
tion. The measure will be one of 
great importance to the people and 

to American business. And particu- 
larly will it be important to the trans- 

portation business itself. 

Another period of suspense is at 
hand as a Nation waits to see how the 

groundhog performs. It is also re- 

ported that the Republican elephant 
is under the impression that he has 

seen his shadow and is pondering on 

what to do about it. 

Special education Tor policemen will 
be only fair. Every penitentiary Is to 
a greater or less extent a school for 
criminals. 

The heavy snow has provided much 
relief except in cases where red tap» 
permits the snow to melt before it can 
be shoveled. 

Talking About the Airport. 
The Federal Aviation Commission 

enthusiastically joins the chorus of 
those who talk about the need for an 

adequate, airport for the National 
Capital, but who find themselves un- 
able to do anything beyond talking. 
Agreeing with practically every com- 

petent authority that has studied the 
local situation, the commission finds 
that the lack of an adequate airport 
In Washington constitutes a "nuisance 
and a civic shame" and recommends 
to Congress that a model air terminal 
should be created here at once. 

But if the commission's recomenda- 
tions go the way of others, nothing 
will be done. For the local airport 
situation has been a stepchild for 
many years, with no governmental 
agency being able or willing to assume 

responsibility and the local com- 
munity powerless to do anything of 

its own accord. Congress has con- 

ducted hearings and there have been 
numerous bills introduced for creating, 
by one method or another, the model 
airport that the Capital should have. 
But these starts have gained nothing. 

The Federal Aviation Commission 

points to the struggle among propo- 
nents of "some half a dozen sites" for 
an airport and urges that some agency 

be given the task of making compara- 
tive investigations and choosing the 
best one, pointing out that had this 

k. 

been done five year* ago there would, 
at least, be authoritative agreement on 

a site. And wltlle the selection of the 
best site for an airport does not mean 

the acquisition and development of an 

airport on that site, the commission's j 
suggestion as to the logical starting 
place Is a good one. Every previous 
agitation over an airport for Wash- 

ington has become the signal for bat- 
tle between enthusiastic real estate 
salesmen. If Congress could take the 

Important step of delegating some ex- 

isting agency of the Government to 

investigate and report on the best site 
for an airport, Including the pro- 

i posed Gravelly Point development, 
some progress would be made. When 

Congress finally decides to build the 

Capital airport the important con- 

sideration of location will at least 

have been disposed of in advance. 

Another Kate Reduction. 
For the eleventh consecutive year 

Washingtonians are enjoying a reduc- 
tion in their rates for electricity. 
While the reduction this year Is not 

so great, the significant point Is that 
the working agreement between the 

electric light company and the Public 

Utilities Commission continues to 

function, and the reduction, agreed 
upon as fair in relation to the com- 

pany's earnings. Is made without re- 

sort to litigation or ill-feeling between 

the company and the consumers. 
The first power rate reduction was 

ordered by the then newly created 

Public Utilities Commission In 1917, 
when the rate for domestic consump- 

tion was ten cents for the first 120 

kilowatts. That order and succeeding 
orders of the commission were en- 

joined until the consent decree of 

1924, which gave the city its first rate 
reduction in 1925. The order which 

became effective last midnight reduces 

domestic rates to 3.9 cents for the 
first fifty kilowatts and to 3.1 cents 

for the second fifty, with further re- 

ductions for higher consumption. 
It is little wonder that the "Wash- 

ington plan" for rate reduction is at- 
tracting such an Increasing amount of 

attention from other cities where 

high rates are adding force to the 

arguments lor public ownership and 

operation of municipal plants. If 
other power companies were willing to 

apply the Washington plan they 
might save themselves the battle for 
their continued existence which lies 

ahead. 

A Maryland Representative proposes 
entry into the World Court regardless 
of the vote of the United States Sen- 

ate. The idea will have a special lure 

if it can be made to transfer to in- 

ternational jurisdiction some of the 
local disputes which have developed 
since last November's election. 

The figures showing the growth of 
Communism in Russia are no en- 

couragement anywhere. An aggres- 
sive interest in Communism is always 
an evidence of a more or less extensive 

sentiment to the effect that contempo- 
raneous government is not a success. 

Edsel Ford is reported to have 
bought valuable paintings from the 

Morgan collection at very high figures. 
There is nothing N. R. A. can do about 
that. 

SHOOTING STARS. 

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON 

The Old New. 
New stars are now revealed, they say. 
There, just beyond the Milky Way— 
Not new ones, if the facta are told. 
Those stars are countless ages old. 

Those outposts of our universe 

Make us no better and no worse 

Than men and worlds have been be- 
fore 

Or will be for long ages more. 

When humany fancy has been caught 
By something wonderful in thought 
As a discovery most strange, 
Yet based on facts that cannot 

change. 

Those distant stars in sparkling space 1 

Have ever been each in its place. 
Like truths which suddenly unfold, 
We call them new when they are old. 

Candid Admission. 
"What are your ideas about re- 

form?" 
"About the same as everybody's," 

replied Senator Sorghum. "I have a 

general impression that myself and 

my personal and political friends are 

the only people who do not need it." 

A Yearning. 
"You say you are sometimes a little 

lonely?" 
"To a certain extent," replied Mr. 

Dustin Stax. 
"But you are famous and sought 

after." 
"After a fashion. But I can't help 

wishing more people would ask me to 
write in an autograph album—instead 
of a check book." 

Better Yet. 
"All that gutters is not gold," 

As the cynics know. 
And it's lucky, we are told, 

Things have happened so. 

Glittering lights to cheer the eyes 
When the night comes on! 

Glittering stars up in the skies I 

Glittering dew at dawn! 
Glittering promises that gleam 

Through our hopes so fair! 

Glittering teardrops that beseem 
Sympathy so rare! 

Life's good cheer we need not mar 

With a maxim old. 
Much that glitters is by far 

Worthier than gold. 

Jud Tunkins says some of us never 

get over the merry-go-round habit. 

We want to keep going fut, regardlew 
of whether we're getting anywhere. 

Uncertainty. 
The weather man no more is gay, 

Hie life is one of sorrow, 
Predicting snowstorms for today 

And frostbites for the morrow. 

"Patience," said Uncle Eben, "is % 

good thing, but dar a in' no use o* 
sittin' aroun' an' tryin' to let it take 
de place of a day's work." 

THIS AND THAT 
BX CHARLES E. TRACEWELL. 

λ ι a moue proiessionai ίσοι. mu 

player announces his retirement, at 
the age of 31 years, saying his legs 
have gone back on him. 

Maybe the modern automobile life 
had something to do with it. 

Here Is a man who had spent years 
training his legs, yet they "went back 
on him" at a comparatively early age. 
No doubt he meant the pristine per- 
formance; they were still good, but 
not as good as he wanted them to be. 

If a man who exercised daily found 
this condition, It Is no wonder that 
millions of office workers are unable to 
run for street cars as they used to do. 

They are foolish to try, too—but 
many of them keep on at It, as If the 
old legs could retain their former sip 
under sedentary conditions. 

* * * * 
It is an amazing thing, stop to con- 

template It for a moment, how little 
walking the city worker manages to 

get in. 
Let him take any period he wills, 

from a day to a year, the chances are 

that he will find, if he is perfectly 
fair about it, that he walks far too 
little for his best health and enjoy- 
ment. 

This will be particularly true, of 
course, of the person who takes little 
other exercise of any type. 

It is but common sense to believe 
that It is daily exercise that counts. 
A round of golf once a week may be 
fine, but actually it can do little for 
the muscles In the long run. 

Two weeks of vigorous playing in 
the Summer may be a great deal 
better than nothing, but It is silly to 
believe that this period of exercise 
will put ofte in trim for the remainder 
of the year. 

Fortunately for the average mortal, 
there is no need to expect perfection 
in this regard. 

If the muscles will carry one around 
without obvious aches and pains, there 
is a great deal to be thankful for, and ! 
nothing much to regret. 

The world does not expect an Apollo 
nor yet κ Hercules from most men. If 

they can get around they have done a 

great deal. 
There even is a well-argument ed 

body of opinion to the effect that 
excessive physical exercise is not at all 
good for this great average person. 

One famous gymnasium director 

years ago took the position that exer- 

cise might be positively hurtful to 
such persons as had not exerciacd 
sufficiently in their youth, and who, 
therefore, when they took it up later 
in life, as a remedial measure, found 
that, instead of being beneficial, it 
directed too much blood into the head 

This is a good stock excuse, accord- | 
ing to the general exercise advocates. | 
who, out of their flush of enthusiasm 
and vigor, will take no excuses what- j 
ever. 

Everyday experience is against them. 
There are thousands of healthy per- 
sons who never "take" formal exercise 
in any form. They will be found to 
be as healthy as any one and to live 
as long, or even longer. 

* * * * 

Nor is there any reason for such ; 
persons to cherish themselves to the 
extent of hypochondria. 

All they do is set themselves up J 
against majority opinions which many 
members of the same majority accept 
without thinking. 

It will be found, upon careful 
examination, that many of the world's 

majority opinions are faulty. 
Some one or other began a thing, 

a certain amount of plausibility was 

in It. and the first thing any one 

Knew me unng was set up as nnauiy, 
when as a matter of truth and fact 
there was no finality In It. 

It has for long been the endeavor 
of mankind to find the truth, and it 
is so pathetically eager to find It, 
after all these ages, that almost any- 
thing which bears one or two frag- 
ments of the truth is in danger of 
being stretched beyond all belief. 

Several decades ago, for instance, 
the "fresh-air fiend" came into his 
own. Fresh air was declared to be 
the remedy for all ills, and any one 
who dared to raise a voice against it 
was popularly voted down. 

Even to this day it is not fashion- 
able to say a word against "fresh air," 
as such. 

If you want to sleep with window» 
down, In zero temperatures In 1935, 
it is just as well not to say anything 
to one's friends about It, for e'en the 
best of friends must part on some 

questions. 
♦ * * ♦ 

The wise adult, or at least he who 
thinks himself wise (admittedly a 

dangerous thing to do, but, at least 
by our thesis, perhaps not as dan- 
gerous as some would have us be- 
lieve), well, this wise adult will take 
exercise with a similar grain of help- 
ful salt. 

If fortune'did not permit him to 

get the proper amount oi exercise in 
his youthful days, if he is not another 
•'Red" Grange, he will be fairly wise 
to take his exercise as he feels like 
it, not as his more athletic friends 
feel like It. 

He will find that, wonder of won- 

ders. he gets along much better and 
keeps in better all around trim with 
a little exercise than his strenuous 
friend who insists on roaring over the 
countryside every week end. » 

It might be fine to roar over the 
countryside, but there is a limit to 

such goings-on. 
That limit, let it be said firmly, is 

one's self. 

It is fashionable, at this hour, for 
every one to pretend that every one 

can do everything, be everything, 
know everything. 

Surely it is a comforting belief. We 
know many old men who still pre- 
tend it is all true, and that they could 
have been wizards of the first degree 
if only they had tried. 

Well, maybe they could. No one 
would take their comfort away from 
them, because it does them good and 
hurts no one else. 

Still, one must keep tongue in 
cheek, even at the risk of being called 
a cynic, another one of the world's 
unthinking wolves in the wood. A 
cynic may not be bad. he may be 
very good, especially for others. He 
makes them think. 

♦ * * * 

A little exercise will go a long way 
for a great many people, and. in the 
main, this "little" well may be 

walking. 
Surely every one walks, some one 

says? Surely few walk nowadays any 
more than they have to. 

That is where the automobile comes 
in! 

Many a person would be surprised, 
after an honest checking of his habits, 
to see just how few steps he takes 
per day. 

On the other hand, there is no par- 
ticular need for a 10-mile walk on the 
part of the average city resident. Two 
to four miles is enough. 

If any one thinks this not enough, 
let him try' it, especially over the 
snow. 

WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS 

BY FREDERIC WILLIAM WILE. 

Washington Is still absorbea in 

diagnosis of the World Court voie and 

of its effect upon the Roosevelt legisla- 
tive program. Now that they have 

recovered their equilibrium, adminis- 

tration leaders are convinced that the 

program is in no serious danger. They 
take their cue from F. D. R. himself, 
who registers no disturbance over his 
major congresisonal reverse to date. 

After all. the World Court roll call, 
though it did not give the President 
the desired two-thirds vote, found not 
only the overwhelming btilk of the 
Democrats, but more than a majority 
of the Senate, standing by him. When 
work-relief and economic security are 

before the Upper House there prob- 
ably will be sniping within the Demo- 

cratic ranks and doubtless some sup- 
port for Republican efforts radically 
to modify both measures. But neither 
on them nor on any other purely do- 
mestic issues is there any reason to 
fear that rejection of the World Court 
is the forerunner of further impor- 
tant rebuffs for the White House. 

The St. Lawrence Waterway treaty, 
rejected last year, is to be submitted 
again in amended form. Mr. Roose- 
velt probably will have another fight 
on his hands to secure its ratification. 
The Senate is afflicted with a good 
deal of an anti-foreign complex. 

Tuere are all sorts of post-mortems 
on the World Court debacle. Most 
authorities think the administration's 
biggest blunder was in not seeking a 

vote earlier, before the anti-court 
press and radio barrage could get In 
Its deadly work. Had that been done 

there's little doubt that Senator Rob- 
inson would have won out by a small 
but sufficient margin. Another ex- 

planation is that the Democratic Sen- 

ate leader was compelled to conduct 
his fight practically single-handed, 
with no debating support at all com- 

parable to the big guns the opposi- 
tion brought up. Still another im- 
pression is that the administration 
lamentably failed to gauge the depth 
of "anti-internationalism" now ram- 

pant in the country, due to war debt 
repudiation, dictatorships and the 

collapse of disarmament. Resentment 
abroad of the Senate's World Court 
attitude Is not designed to facilitate 
Secretary Hull's reciprocal tariff ne- 

gotiations or usure a cordial recep- 
tion in the near future for any sort 
of American proposals. 

* * * * 

It is noteworthy that the two non- 

Democratlc candidates for the Senate 
who carried the Roosevelt blessing In 
1934—Johnson of California and La 
Follette of Wisconsin were both 
aligned against the World Court, while 
Cutting of New Mexico, the only one- 
time Roosevelt Republican whom the 
administration opposed for re-election, 
voted with the Democrats. There has 
seldom been so extensive a slashing of 
party lines in a Senate vote. Repub- 
licans proved as rebellious against 
leadership is the Democrats did. 
Only eight out of 22 voting a. O. P. 
followers Joined Senator McNary of 

Oregon in support of the Court. 
* * * ♦ 

Senator William J. Bulow, Demo- 
crat, of 8outh Dakota almost hung 
up a record by waiting four years to 
make a maiden speech in the Senate, 
which he delivered just before the 
World Court roll call. He voted 

against the resolution of adherence. 
Senator Bulow made his debut aa a 
public speaker in Washington at the 
Jackson day dinner in 1931, soon after 
his election to the Senate. His wit 
and Middle Western· tang made a deep 
impression and forthwith caused him 

to De taiKea aoout as eitner presiacn- 
tial or vice presidential timber lor 
1932. Though he does not consume 
space in the Congressional Record. 
Bulow is highly esteemed by his col- 
leagues and renders industrious and 
effective committee service. He is 
now chairman of the Senate Civil 
Service Committee. Like so many 
Senators, the South Dakotan was a 

State Governor before coming to 
Congress, having served two terms as 

chief executive at Pierre. 
* * * * 

When Miss Josephine Roche of Col- 
orado recently became Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Treasury suggestions 
cropped up that one of the early 
changes in the United States Public 
Health Service, which comes under 

i her jurisdiction, might be the retire- 
ί ment of Surg. Gen. Hugh S. Cum- 
I ming. A certain aspirant for Cum- 
ming's place has just learned that 

, there is no intention of relieving him 
of duty and no knowledge of any 
desire on his part to retire from the 
post he has occupied uninterruptedly 
for the past 15 years. Gen. Cumming 
is now engrossed in efforts to bring 
about more expeditious health lnspec- 

1 tion arrangements among the coun- 

tries of North, Central and South 
ί America, with a special view to ac- 

celerating air travel in the Western 
ι Hemisphere. 

* * * ♦ 

George William Russell, Irish writer, 
painter and authority on rural life— 
better known throughout the English- 
speaking world as "AE"—Is spending 
a few days in Washington in con- 
ference with Department of Agricul- 
ture officials and other interested au- 

thorities on the subject of agricultural 
community centers. For years "AE" 
has specialized in matters associated 
with an improved cultural existence 
for dwellers on the land. He was 

invited to visit the United States for 
consultative purposes by the late Mary 
Harriman Rumsey, chairman of the 
N. R. A. Consumers' Advisory Board. 

* # * * 

Herbert Hoover is due in the East 
some time this month for the purpose 
of attending his first meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the New York 
Life Insurance Co., to which he was 

recently elected on the nomination ol 
A1 Smith. It is taken for granted 
that the former President will hold 

political conferences with Republican 
national leaders, but it is doubted 
whether he will come to Washington 
for the purpose. He has not set foot 
on Capital soil since March 4, 1933. 

# # * * 

Over the air regularly on Friday 
forenoons henceforward Senator Albln 
W. Barkley, Democrat, of Kentucky, 
now In the thick of an administration 
Blue Grass State Democratic fracas, 
will expound the Democratic view oi 
developments in Congress, speaking 
over a Nation-wide Columbia network, 
His talks alternate with the weekly 
Republican viewpoint, broadcast by 
Senator Arthur Capper of Kansas. 

Grade-crossing elimination Is going 
to be one of the foremost undertak- 
ings sponsored by the Roœevelt work 
relief program. It is estimated that 
removal of the most hazardous of the 
240,000 grade intersections of high- 
ways and railways would directly pro- 
vide a year's employment for 750,000 
workers, not counting many thousands 
of others who would benefit indirectly 
through production of the 2,000,000 
tons of steel and other needed mate- 
rials. Accidents At grade crossings 
cause approximately 3,000 deaths and 
β,000 Injuries * year in the United 
States. 

* * * * 

(Copyright, 1035.) 

Further Replies to Mr. 

Lappin's Irish Views 
To the Editor of The Star: 

Without intending to prolong a con- 

troversy with your correspondent, Mr. 
Lappin, permit me to observe that 
questions of fact and not questions ol 
opinion are the Issue. Pacts will so 
remain regardless of opinion, and in- 
asmuch as Mr. Lappin does not re- 
affirm his misstatements he seems "a 
man convinced against his will." 

To Mr. Lappin's illuminating dis- 
sertation on the origin of boycotting 
let me add a few details that he Inad- 
vertently, no doubt, omitted. The 
"offense" of Capt. Boycott consisted 

: in such trifles as evicting hundreds ol 
families in the dead of Winter and 

j afterward leveling their cottages tc 
ι the ground with a "battering ram." 
He threatened and earned into effeci 
similar outrages against neighbors foi 
the offense of harboring >ven the 
children thus despoiled of their homes 
Naughty Mayo men, that you should 
ostricize such a paragon of human 
virtue! » 

That the origin of the boycott did 
much to focus world attention on the 
scourge of absentee landlordism would 
seem ample justification for the use ol 
the boycott in this instance at least 

Of the reckless bravery of 60 Or- 
angemen, "each carrying a revolver," 
so feelingly described by Mr. Lappin, 
that did chores for the gallant cap- 
tain, and "the strong body of cavalry, 
infantry and police with artillery 
added" (where was the Royal Navy?) 
over 600 in alL at a time when Mayo 
men are said to have been armed with 
automatic shillelahs. 

SEAN O'DOHERTY. 

I'm an American of English extrac- 
tion. The letters ol R. Lapp in pub- 
lished In The Star are chiefly lndica- 

! tive of a peevishly petulant hatred ol 
Ireland and everything Irish. He 
would even have us believe that oetra- 

1 cism originated in Ireland. For what 
! is the word "boycott" except another 
I name for ostracism? If Mr. Lappin 
I thinks he is serving the cause of Eng- 
lish amity by writing these peevishly 
petulant letters he is entirely mistaken. 
It has been my good fortune to have 
visited both England and Ireland on 
more than one occasion. I found that 
the Irish and the English are cordially 
friendly despite their political ani- 
mosities. It is my real opinion that if 
busybodles will only keep their fingers 
out of the Irish-English tangle they 
will serve the interests of both coun- 

! tries best. If the Irish want to re- 
taliate they could point the finger of 
scorn at England because of England's 

: repudiation of her financial obliga- 
tions to the United States. Let the 
Christian spirit predominate; hatred 
and animosity are Inconsistent with 
Christian charity; guard, therefore, 
against the slightest indulgence of 
them. ROBERT J. DIXON. 
To the Editor ol Tbe Star; 

After being all but massacred in his 
charges against the Irish Free State, 
R. Lappin in his letter of the 29th 
abandons the field and takes refuge 
m another charge. "The boycott." 
says he, "originated In Ireland." Evi- 
dently every knock from R. Lappin is 
a boost for Ireland, for, far from deny- 
ing being the originator of the boy- 
cott. it has been one of Ireland's 
boasts. So what? Did Mr. Lappin 
ever hear of the Blue Eagle and how 
all patriotic citirens were urged to 
patronize none but those bearing this 
sign? Then, again, does he go to the 
movies, and has he noticed "Approved 
by Production Code Administration" 
before each picture? This, for his in- 
formation, was brought about by the 
"boycotting tactics" of the Legion ol 
Decency and other organizations. Per- 
haps Mr. Lappin is "unfair to organ- 
ized labor" and views with concern 
the spread of this "pernicious evil" as 
a weapon of underpaid workmen. 
Nevertheless, his concern for the 
"poor landlords" in Ireland in 1881 
and the textile manufacturer of New 
England in 1935 is out of step with 
the New Deal. J. SWEENEY. 

Proposed Stamp Honor 
To Susan B. Anthony 

To the Editor of The Star: 
After reading in a recent issue ol 

The Star about the tilt women hac 
with Gen. Clinton B. Eilenberger 
Post Office Department official, re- 

garding the proposed issuance of a 

stamp in honor of Susan B. Anthony, 
the great emancipator of both men 
and women, it seemed to me that the 
issue could be clarified by the presen- 
tation of a few facts. 

Let us see, in part, how the matter 
of recognition of great Americans 

istands: I have before me a Govern- 
ment publication, "A Description ol 
United States Postage Stamps and 
Postal Cards Issued by the Post Office 
Department from July 1. 1847, to De- 
cember 31, 1927." Up to that time 
according to the record, 16 Presidents 
and 20 other prominent persons had 
been honored by stamp issues. Among 
the 20 appear the names of three wom- 

en. Isabella, Pocahontas and Martha 

Washington. In the last eight years 
undoubtedly other men have been 
honored. Women scored one up in 
the Mothers' day stamp. In addition 
to the stamps honoring individuals, 
there were 17 commemorative stamps 
issued up to 1927. I do not know 
how many since. At one of the 
branch post offices in the city I was 
told that there have been 10 different 
issues of stamps during the past year 

I have in my files the latest report 
of the architect of the Capitol. It 
states that there are 325 works ol 
art—statues, busts, portraits, etc., in 
the Capitol Building. Only two ol 
these, as far as I am aware, honoi 
women, the statue of Prances Willard 
in Statuary Hall, and the marble 
group of pioneers of the woman move- 

ment, Susan B. Anthony, Elisabeth 
Cady Stanton and Lucretia Mott, 
relegated to a forest of dingy columns 
in the "basement of the Capitol." 

About the city we have further evi- 
dence of millions spent to honor men 
We have memorials to our great men 
One end of the Mall includes me- 
morials for Grant and Meade. Ou) 
in the Black Hills on the side ol 
Mount Rushmore a gigantic national 
project in part, seeking to honoi 
America's great ones, virtually re- 
duces the womanhood of America tc 
a cipher by making this memorial 
wholly masculine. 

"The Handbook of the Hall ol 
Fame" lies before me. It reveals thai 
the money for this building wsu 
donated by a woman. Fifty-two mer 
have been elected since 1900. Ir 
later years seven women have beer 
added, and these do not Include tht 
greatest. 

I submit this evidence as a loyal 
American who reveres the name ol 
every great soul, man or woman, anc 

ask in the spirit of fairness and jus- 
tice Is there any good reason whj 
Gen. Eilenberger should etand like β 
stone wall between millions of Amer- 
ican women—and men, too—who re- 
vere the name of Susan B. Anthonj 
and this modest recognition of her? 

ROSE ARNOLD POWELL. 

Grumblers. 
From the Thomaston Times. 

Some grumble because they don't 
get what's coming to 'em; others, be- 
cause they do. 

Sequence. 
From the Detroit Mews. 

Mussolini says that every girl musl 
marry and every young man will have 
to learn to fight. In that order. 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 
BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 

Λ reader can get the answer to 
any question of fact by writing The 
Washington Evening Star Information 
Bureau, Frederic J. Haskin, Director, 
Washington, D. C. Please inclose 
stamp for reply. 

Q. Who lives longer—a wage earner 
or a professional man?—B. P. 

A. In a group of 10 States {or 
which data are now available mor- 

tality rates among male Industrial 
and equivalent workers are greatly in 
excess of those in the higher eco- 

nomic classes, professional and busi- 
ness. 

Q. C.f what kind of rock is Mount 
Rushmore composed?—W. W. 

A. It is solid granite. For this 
reason It is suitable for the elaborate 
monument which Is being carved 
upon it. 

Q. When was the Statue of Liberty 
lighted by floodlights?—P. C. 

A. The new floodlight system was 

put in effect in October, 1931, by Mile. 
Joee Laval, daughter of the French 
premier. Ninety-six 1,000-watt lights, 
placed at the 11 corners of the star- 
shaped pedestal, flashed upward on 
the monument, with their glow rein- 
forced by eight lamps of the same 
type on the pedestal balcony. For the 
torch there are fourteen 1,000-watt 
lamps. 

Q. When was paper money first used 
in this country?—C. H. T. 

A. It was used in the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony as early as 1690. 

Q. Why was Dr. Mudd, who set the 
leg of John Wilkes Booth, pardoned?— 
W. K. 

A. Dr. Mudd was imprisoned at 
Port Jefferson, on Dry Tortugas, fol- 
lowing the trial oi the conspirators 
in the assassination of Abraham Lin- 
coln. In 1867 yellow fever raged in 
the Federal prison. The physician 
in charge died, and Dr. Mudd volun- 
teered his services. He was stricken 
with the disease, but recovered, and 
later was pardoned because of his 
heroic ministrations. 

Q. In how many States is oil pro- 
duced?—A. G. 

A. There are 22 oil-producing 
States. They are: Arkansas. Cali- 
fornia. Colorado, Illinois. Indiana. 

! Kansas. Kentucky, Louisiana, Mich- 
1 igan, Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, 
I New Mexico, New York. Ohio. Okla- 
| homa, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, West Virginia and Wyoming. 

Q. Do the terms common school 
j education and elementary education 
; refer to the same amount of school- 
ing?—M. B. 

A. Common school education is not 
a definite term meaning the same 
thing throughout the United States. 
In some States it refers to "the grades" 
and in some it includes high school. 
Elementary education is up to and 
inclusive of the sixth grade. 

Q. Please describe the mausoleum 
! which contains Lenin's body.—H. C. P. 

A. The mausoleum in which Lenin's 
I body is placed is about 50 feet high, 
j rising to a small colonnade at the top 
i in six stages or steps, like ancient 
Mayan pyramids. The tomb is com- 

J posed of huge blocks of red and black 
granite from all parts of Russia. The 

I largest, a 50-ton monolith of black 
granite, is placed over the bronze en- 

trance doors with the wortl Lenin" 1b 
large letters inlaid In red porphyry. The short columns which support the 
flat top are of various shades of 
black porphyry—each one a gift of 
a different republic in Soviet Russia. 
Just Inside the entrance Is the giant 
symbol of Communism, a hammer and 
sickle carved In stone. Gray marble 
steps descend to the underground 
room where Lenin's body lies. The 
body is in the center of the room 
under a convex glass case, which rest· 
on a monolith of black granite. The 
color scheme Is symbolic, black, red 
and gray. Black and red are the 
Soviet mourning colors. Gray Is the 
worker's color. Lenin is dressed in a 
plain worker's suit of cloth. 

Q. How many community trusts are 
there In the country?—H. A. 

A. There are 80 community trust* 
in 28 Stales, the District of Columbia, 
Hawaii and Canada. 

Q. Where are United States poetage 
stamps made?—M. E. 

A. All United States postage stamps 
are made at the Bureau of Engraving 
and Printing, Washington, D. C. 

Q. How does it happen that the 
collection of statuary and paintings 
in the Ufllzi Palace was given to the 
Italian government?—C. L. 

A. The nucleus of the gallery was 
a part oi the celebrated collection· 
made by the Medici in the fifteenth 
century. Additions were acquired or 
inherited by later Medicean dukes, and 
the collection was bequeathed to the 
state by the last representative of the 
line in 1737. 

Q. What is the longest river in Eu- 
rope?—Β Ε. R. 

A. The Volga, with a length of 
2,400 miles. 

Q. Where was Voltaire living when 
he wrote "Candide"?—C. P. 

A. He was living at Ferney, near 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Q Which opera is sung the oftenest 
at the Metropolitan?—M. R. 

A. in the past 25 seasons "Aida" 
has been presented the most times, 
"La Boheme" has been next, then 
"Pagliacci," then "Madam Butterfly." 

Q When was a comprehensive con- 
cordance of the Bible first pub- 
lished?—G. R. 

A. In 1765. 

Q Is a motor cycle any more dan- 
gerous than an automobile?—P. A. 

A. Statistics show that motor cycles 
are twice as dangerous as autos. This 
estimate is based on motor cycle regis- 
trations as compared to auto registra- 
tions and the relative number oi ac- 
cidents. 

Q How does one apply for a Ken- 
tucky colonelcy? What are the quali- 
fications?—S. J. 

A. A Kentucky colonel is appointed 
by the Governor ot the State and one 
does not have to make application. 
There are no general qualifications tor 
the office. It is purely honorary. 

Q. Where was the first swimming 
pool constructed in this country?— 
B. D 

A. In Philadelphia in 1881. 

Q How does Ely Culbertson pro- 
nounce his first name?—J. U. H. 

A. He calls it ce-lee, and not ee-lye. 
The accent is on the first syllable. 

Japanese Threat in Chaliar 
Subject of Much Speculation 

ι Japan's latest military movements 
in North Chin* occasion miich con 
jecture among American editorial 

i '""Concrete proof that Japan has not 
1 
ended its career of conquest is now 

i evident." maintains the Buflalo Eve- 
! nine News. "A large force of Japa- 
1 nese troops has been massed on the 
Manchoukuo-Chahar border. The os- 

tensible reason for this action Is that 
'bandits' have found haven ^hah® Province and It is necessary, therefore, to undertake a punitive expedition 
against them. But this excuse is 

I invasior^of ChahaT would^to add 
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ning south and sou^west into CM»· 

2? to strad^ die this important trade route an 

the Newark Evening News, parallels 
i uij « 

IsÙrtiws 
Russia Since 1925 Russia has dom- 
inated this trade and seems to b® 
proving its domination. Foreign Min- 
ister Hirota has heard rumo^ hat 
the Russians are Sovietizing Sink g 

S —probably true-and givesinoticetha^ j 'the Japanese government wUl W 
obliged to continue to watch with con 
cern activities of the Communist party 
and armies in China. 
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the Los Angeles paper continuer, 
"contravenes the statement of those 
who have interpreted certain recent 
acts of the Nanking government as a 
tacit acceptance of the new regime, 
among them the resumption of 
through railway travel between Pei- 

i ping and Mukden." 
"China is on the defensive," con- 

cludes the Danville Commercial-News, 
! "and what Japan does not take, Rus- 
sia stands ready to grab. What is 
needed is a united front on the part 

I of the Western powers that will check 
i further trespassing of either Japan 
I or Russia on Chinese soil." 

Maryland Milk Producer 
And District Consumers 
To the Editor of The Star: 

District Commissioner George F. 
Allen has taken an entirely wrong 
attitude toward the shippers of milk 

1 to the Washington market. He is try- 
; iag to put the dairy farmer in this 
section into very grave financial difli- 

1 culties. 
I have shipped milk to Washington 

for the past 11 years. In 1923 32 cents 
per gallon was paid for milk testing 
3.5 butterfat. At that price I could 

I pay a living wage to my employes and 
maintain a good credit rating. The 
payments on my mortgage were made 

I on due dates, and I had a few dollars 
left to spend as I saw fit. Today it is 
an entirely different picture. 

In 1929 or thereabout the price was * 

cut and the butterfat content increased 
to 4 per cent. Since then I and the 
rest of the shippers have faced cur- 

\ tailed production of milk at greatly 
reduced prices. In the meantime the 
added requirements of the District 
Health Department have raised the 
quality of the milk, with a correspond 

; ing increase in production costs. 
From 1929 the dairy farmer who Is 

dependent on his milk check for a 
livelihood has been faced with the 
stark reality of losing all that he has 
worked for. I, for one, and there are 
a thousand others, have been forced to 
pay pitiful wages to labor and bear 
the loss of credit ratings that were so 

honorably maintained in order to stave 
off the holders of mortgages who 
threaten to wipe us out. 

I wonder if Commissioner Allen real- 
izes that the majority of milk shippers 
who have no outside income are so M 

j close to bankruptcy that they lie r 

awake at night figuring ways and 
s means of existing. 

The milk that we produce for the Λ 

Washington market is equal in quality 
to "certified milk" standard*. Does 
Commissioner Allen know what "certi- 
fied milk" is? Does he know what 
"certified milk" sells for? Does he 
know that it costs much more than 
16 cents per gallon to produce milk of 
that quality? Does he know that there 

j is a great difference between pure milk 
and clean milk? Does he know the 

physical and mental strain that one 

goes through to produce that milk? 
I am sure that Commissioner AUen 

is an inteUigent man and that he 
knows these answers. Why does a 

man of his prestige demand milk at * 

«uch a price? Why does he begrudge 
! us a living? 
i The Maryland and Virginia Milk 
I Producers' Association is made up of 
fanners who ship milk to Washington 
from the surrounding territory We 
are producers of some of this Nation's 
wealth and not parasites. In the past 
our management has not insisted on 
our due rights. The Constitution of 
the United States guarantees all a 

living. What class of people deserve 
this more so than the producers? 

I am sure that Commissioner AUen 
is desirous of buUding up trade rela- 
tions with out-of-town customers for 
the Washington merchant*. What 
better class of trade could he create \ 
than the dairy fanner, producing milk ' 
at a profit. MORRIS GUREVICH. 

Travil&h, Md. 


