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FORTY TOMORROW 
Martha Seemed a Forgotten Woman, for She Had Bepome 

Too Old to Hold Her Job. 
BY FLORENCE R. FLEMING. 

Martha ver- 
BLUN swept ■ 

the dishes 
left by the last pa- 
tron off onto her 
oval black tray in 
deft, capable 
sweeps. She walked 
briskly through the 
swinging door, set 
the tray on the 
dishwasher’s sink 
and walked into 
the employes’ wash 
room. 

She examined 
herself in the 
square. white- 
framed mirror, and 
patted her waving 
copper colored 
hair as though it 
were not already 
smooth beneath * 

the white starched 
crown. From a 

tiny compact she 
drew a midget pow- 
der puff and gent- 
ly rubbed the shine 
off a tilted nose. She stood off and 
squinted at the deep blue uniform. 
No. there were no wrinkles in it. 

Satisfied at last that she looked 
her best, she smiled. This w'as her 
last night as waitress at the Bide and 
Bite Cafe, one of a chain of restau- 
rants owned by a Mr. Fiartree. 

She remembered again Mr. San- 
derson’s words early this morn- 

ing: 
We shall be sorry to lose you, Miss 

Verblun, but our record shows that 
tomorrow you will be 40. And Mr. 
Fiartree feels that it is good policy 
to please the public by serving their 
tables wTell and with young women to 

do the work." 
For a fleeting second Martha felt 

tears stinging her fine gray eyes. It 
wasn’t fair. Forty was not old. And 
she was still young looking, and 
needed the job. Terribly. 

But it was only for a second. She 
wanted to look her best tonight so 

that the patrons she had served for 
two years might remember her as she 
wished them to. Always smiling. 
Always efficient and pleasant. And 
If those stinging tears fell now she 
would not have time to erase their 
tracery. It was almost 6 o’clock. 

Swiftly she turned and went back 
to the gay. green-gold dining room. 

Five of her regular customers came 
through the heavy glass entrance door 
and made for the little mahogany 
partitioned booths ranged along the 
wall. 

Quickly Martha took their orders 
and disappeared through the swing- 
ing doors. 

Returning, she brought five spar- 
kling water glasses wearing butter- 
plate hats, and observed two strang- 
ers talking to Mr. Sanderson at the 
desk. 

Coming through the dors a sec- 
ond time with trays of food skill- 
fully balanced on capable hands, she 
found they had selected the last 
booth. A choice place to survey the 
whole dining room and stiU be un- 
observed. 

“Shall I ask their names, as I al- 
ways do new patrons?” she ques- 
tioned herself. “Perhaps this will 
be the last time I can ever make any 
one feel at home in the Bide and Bite. 
Yes, I’ll ask their names. Just for 
Auld Lang Syne.” 

Smilingly she approached with the 
menu cards, a formaUty dispensed 
with for old customers. 

“Good evening, gentlemen," she 
greeted. 

Both returned her smile, one a 
small, dark man, rotund and genial. 

with twinkling eyes 
and graying hair. 
The other was a 

trifle younger, Mar- 
tha judged, with 
still dark brown 
hair and eyes. And 
there was some- 

thing vaguely fa- 
miliar about him. 
She felt that she 
ought to know who 
he was. 

"Would you gen- 
tlemen mind giv- 
ing me your 

a 
a-/ names?” She has- 
j tened to explain: 
r “I like to know our 

■t regular patrons’ 
names and I try to 
make strangers feel 
welcome here.” 
Her gray eyes 
smiled openly out 

at them, caught 
the swift, inscrut- 
able look that 
passed between 
them. 

The younger one smiiea uat.*. 

Stanley Norton," he said. 
"And my friend, Mr.-” 
"Smith,” the other interposed 

genially. ... 

Martha’s heart hopped brightly. 
Stanley Norton—the Mr. Norton who 

owned the Rose Marie Night Club. 
Why, perhaps he would give her work. 
And as she hurried out to serve the 
hungry avalanche streaming through 
the door she resolved to ask him. 

Twice in her rush through the 

heavy kitchen doors Martha paused 
long enough to refill the water glasses 
in the last booth. She noted with 
satisfaction that, though they had 

1 finished their meal, they sat smoking, 
talking, just as they would have done 
in their own homes. 

Relentless minutes fled by, bringing 
! closer the inevitable hour when she 

must go through the Bide and Bite 

doors for the last time. And if she could 
not get work from Mr. Norton ? 

Then they summoned her. Martha 
marshaled her courage. She must 
ask him now. 

But Mr. Smith rose and smiled at 
her in his genial way. “Say. young 

; woman, a little bit ago you asked 
our names; said you knew all the 

names of the regular patrons and 
i tried to make them feel at home here, j 
j Well. now. turn about is fair play. | 
I I'd like to know your name.” 

| Martha smiled in pleased surprise, 
and told him. 

"Martha," he mused, "good old- j 
fashioned name. My wife's name.” 
He cleared his throat. 

"Now, Miss Verblun. I’ve just bought 
the Rose Marie Night Club from Mr. 
Norton. And I’m looking for a good 
hostess. Some one who'll make my 
patrons there feel at home. Would 

you like the job?" 
"Would I?” Martha's fine eyes 

glowed. “I’d love it.” And then, sud- 
denly. the glow died away. Maybe he 
wouldn’t want her either, if he knew 
she was 40 tomorrow. And she'd have 
to tell him. Oh! If only she didn’t 
have to. 

From far away she heard herself 
saying, "But I think I ought to tell 
you. I'm 40 tomorrow, Mr. Smith.” 

Mr. Smith laughed heartily. "Bless 
you, my child,” he said. "I’m 60 my- 
self and still going strong. And. oh, j 
by the way. The name is not Smith. 
I'm Mr. Fiartree.” 

(Copyrisht. 1935.) 

Tomorrow: “Mute Betrayal," by 
Mary Faith Geary, tells how a lie 
detector proved of questionable value 
in convicting a hoodlum. 
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“This Was Her Last Night." 

HEALTH APPROPRIATION 
INCREASE ADVOCATED 

Social Hygiene Society Urges 

Prompt Consideration by 
Senate Group. 

Officially favoring increased appro- j 
priations for public health in Wash- j 
ington, the District Social Hygiene I 
Society at its meeting yesterday urged ; 
prompt consideration of this appro- ! 
priation by the Senate Subcommittee 
on Appropriations. 

"It has been demonstrated that 

public health is purchaseable,’’ said 
the society’s Commitee on Medical 
Measures and Legislation, “but the 
District cannot expect a well-rounded 
health program at an expenditure of 
75 cents per capita, the present j 
budget appropriation." 

The committee’s resolution further ! 
cited Washington’s high records of 
tuberculosis, social diseases and in- 
fant mortality, together with the lack 
of adequate medical, nursing, social 
and public health information service. 

Huge Eagle Captured. 
A Scottish golden eagle, blown from 

the Highlands across the North Sea | 
by the recent gales, has been captured 
in a state of exhaustion in the Teute- 
burg Forest, Germany. The bird at 
first offered resistance, but subse- 
quently allowed itself to be taken 
quietly.' It has a wing stretch of 86 
Inches. 
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LAnSBURGH'S 
7th-8th & E Streets N A.9800 

Consider the COST 
BEFORE you ask how much 

glasses cost, think how 
much it may cost to do with- 
out them. 

BAILING eyesight has cost many a job and caused 
A many an accident. Why take these chances when 
dependable optical service is rendered here at such mod- 
erate prices? 

White Gold Filled 

Glasses $A.85 
Complete 

Above all you want accuracy in your glasses, and 
when you are fitted here you get it—regardless of price 
paid. These glasses made with white lenses in any 
single vision required. 

Eye Examination Included 
Staff of Licensed Optometrists 

Use Your Charge Account 

LANSBURGH’S—STREET FLOOR—OPTICAL DEPT. 
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SEVENTH & K.CHARGE ACCOUNTS INVITED 

SAL"" 
The Newly Enlarged 

Housefurnishings Dept. 
The Newly Enlarged Paint Dept. 
The Newly Installed Wall Paper 

Dept. 
The Modern Photo Studio 77ie Semi-Annual Event 
The New Mai. Floor Bi.u« Shop Famous for VA L UE-GIVING ! 
—Just a Fete of the Many Signs 
of Progress at Goldenberg's. 
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I ment of the store. 
. *ee for Yourself” \ 1 ..s/lop Goldenberg s and See to I 

Jr. Misses’ & Women s Spring Dresses . S3 88 

Larger Women’s Print Dresses ‘.olof . . SI.88 
$15 Natural Red Fox Scarfs.$11-88 
Jr. Misses’ & Women’s Coats & Suits . . S| Q 
Misses’ & Women’s Unlined Spring Coats, $6-88 
$1~95 Spring Blouses or Twin Sweater Sets, SI-69 
Women’s $1~29 Spring Hats, Pedalines, etc., 89c 
Women’s Spring Neckwear and Bibs . - 37c 
Boys’ 59c to 79c Shirts and Irregulars -39c 
Children’s 29c Anklets and Half Socks . 15c 
39c & 49c Costume Jewelry, metal & catalin, 9c 
89c & $1 Unbleached Sheets In., 63x108 In. • 68c 
Children’s 59c Spring Fabric Gloves . . . 29c 
$149 Ten-Pc. Dining Room Suites v^TjEd $109 
$99 Two-Pc. Living Room Suites.$77 
$139 Four-Pc. Bedroom Suites Veneers • • J97 
$9 95 Tapestry Covered Occasional Chairs &£?.* s5 88 

*3750 & *4Z5U Axminster Rugs . §29 
*28 50 & $32 50 Axminster Rugs rregulars • j22^o 
50c & 69c Felt-Base Floor Coverings, sq. yd., 38c 
$185 Famous Makes Inlaid Linoleum, sq. yd. Sj.28 
*695 Felt Base Rugs «an£jC).s4-78 
9x12 ft. *1195 Fibre Rugs Tffas1 • • ♦ s7-97 
55c & 65c American Holland Shades . . . 42c 

V 

-8-Pc. Jaspe Living Room Suite Slip Covers, $4~8i* 
79c Priscilla and Tailored Curtains . . 59c pr~ 

I $14-95 Innerspring Mattresses, all sizes . . SQ-95 
*26 50 Twin Studio Couch Mattress* • • _$1£89 (I 

1 win Bed uutnts and 2 Coil Springs . j>Zo-8a 
$4975 Insulated Gas Range Control • • S3975 
$4-45 Metal Utility Cabinets 6 compartments a # S3.85 
26-Pc. Decorated China Dinner Sets . . . S2-22 
*2350 Breakfast Set “S&XSZ'&Zr. . . S19-95 
*1-25 “Sure-Fit” Mattress Covers .... 99c 
Hand-Tufted Candlewick Spreads(FBed*si«Trin s | .78 

*4 & *5 Bates Colonial Spreads animals) . S2-79 
29c Turkish Towels, 20x40 ID* Irregulars) • • 17c 
29c & 38c Sheer Spring Wash Fabrics, yd., 19c 
Standard Shetland Floss, all colors .... 18c 
Heavy All-Silk Printed & Other Crepes, yd., 67c 
59c All-Silk Washable Flat Crepe, yd. . . 47c 
Women’s $3 “Stylite” Arch-Support Shoes, S|.99 
Men’s & Boys’ *2 49 & *2-98 Oxfords . . S|.98 
Misses’ & Children’s *1-49 & *1-69 Footwear, 99c 
Women’s *1-49 Strap Comfort Slippers . . 95c 
Women’s “Arch-Embracer” Comfort Shoes, Sj.29 
Children’s 59c Waist Suits; 6 to 12 yrs. ♦ 39c 
Ringless 2 & 3 Thread Chiffon Hose . . . 57c 

(Irregulars of Famous $1 and $1.35 Qualities) 

Women’s *139 Caneskin sm Gloves . . 89r 
& J2-5# Girdles and Corsettes.S|.69 

$1 Spring Neckwear Collar Sets, etc.) • • • • • 66c 
Womens *1-88 & *2-88 Spring Hats . . . S|.65 
Spring Fashions in *1 Handbags.79c 
Ganna Walska Face Powders & Creams . 33c 
Women s 59c to $1 Rayon Undies Irregulars) 44c 
<1-69 & $1-95 Silk Gowns & Slips .... Sj-39 
Maker’s Samples, M-39 to $2 95 Umbrellas, S|.Q9 
Girls’ Sheer Print Dresses, 7 to 16 yrs. . 79c 
Tots’ & Toddlers’ Print Dresses r«»» . . 59c 
Girls’ Spring Coats, 7 to 14c yrs.$3-95 
Boys’ Spring Suits <M,«k,d irf.uAr.S3.88 
Boys’ & Youths’ *10 Spring Suits . . ♦ . sy.55 
Boys’ $1-69 to $2 All-Wool Knickers . . . $|.39 
3,600 Men’s Fine Shirts &£&.Sj.09 
Men’s 50c B. V. D. Shorts and Shirts . . 39c 
Men’s $1-29 Fine Broadcloth Pajamas . . 89c 
Men’s $2-50 Snap Brim Felt Hab.Sj.69 
Men’s New Spring Oxfords "b^T* . . . S|.98 
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