
TRAILING OF KARPIS 
: CUT MAH 
G-Men’s Technical Staff 

Proves Invaluable in By- 
path Discoveries. 

A criminal case history, demon- 
strating the spectacular and prac- 
tical results obtained by the G- 
men through their implacable and 
intelligent devotion to detail, is 

presented here in the second of a 

series of four articles. The writer 
is a newspaper man who was privi- 
leged to look into the inner work- 
ings of the Government’s crime 
laboratory in Washington. 

BY LEMUEL F. PARTON. 
Ma Barker was a wicked old Harri- 

dan with the deadly eye of the basilisk. 
6he whelped a brood of killers, all 
done for now—thanks to the G-men 

and their own occupational hazards— 
and Ma, too, is a casualty of J. Edgar 
Hoover’s open season for murderers, 
losing the decision in a machine gun 
argument with the Federals. Thus 

the Barker interests of the Barker- 
Karpis murder syndicate were liqui- 
dated. and now the Karpis holdings 
are written off with the doubtlessly 
permanent isolation of the homicidal 
but ratty and slack-featured Alvin 

Karpis. 
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don't die until sundown. So with the 

gangs. One could go back 30 years 
to the demise of some notorious West- 

ern bad man, in a roadside brush with 

the law, and find that the elimination 
was like lifting a single scale from a 

gila monster. The crime hook-up 
runs back through decades, as did the 
Barkers and their cumulative vil- 

lainies. That’s why Mr. Hoover and 
his special agents have gone in for 

historicity rather than histrionics. To 
break widely ramifying and inter- 
locking gangs, they must get the 
whole picture. 

Office Sleuths Invaluable. 
The 6,000,000 fingerprints in the files 

cf the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
would be just so many ciphers without 
an integer to give them meaning. 
Finding these integers is the work of 
Mr. Hoover’s unique organization of 

police techniques and intelligence. In 
my sessions with the G-men, during 
the last three months, I realized 
clearly that their remarkable showing 
of efficiency is the harvest of organ- 

ization, systematization, co-ordination 
and research, a vast amount of which 
may have no bearing for the moment 
on any particular crime, but which is 
more than likely to disclose some ten- 
dril of evidence which leads to the 
criminal. Office sleuths, following 
such a lead, are quite as important as 

the men in the field. 

Early in 1933, Mr. Hoover’s men were 

paying special attention to St. Paul. 
It was a grand hunting preserve for 
crook catchers. Local police had made 
the town king’s-X for thugs, on con- 

dition that they work at their trade 
elsewhere. Trying to isolate the crime 
virus, Mr. Hoover had located St. Paul 
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as a point of focal infection. He had 
a fat dossier on the Journeymen 
“snatchers" and killers who enjoyed 
sanctuary there. 

On June 15. 1933, William Hamm, 
rich brewer, was banged on the head 
with a pistol butt as he left his office, 
tossed into a car, taken to a hide -out 
and held for $100,000 ransom. Prom- 
inent in Hoover’s St. Paul crime 

anthology was one Shot-gun Ziegler, a 

rather ornate thug, supposedly highly 
educated. At that time, the outlines 
of the Barker-Karpis gang were rather 
vague in the P. B. I. files, but Ziegler 
seemed a "natural” for such an enter- 
prise. He was one of the most gar- 
rulous of killers and the G-men had 
had word that he had been planning 
to branch out. 

Prints Taken From Bottles. 
The day after Hamm was kidnaped 

a St. Paul newspaper told the police 
the address of a suburban house where 
Hamm possibly had been taken, as 

previously told here. Fow the police 
passed up the beer bottles also has 
been told. G-men are trained in 
routine as thoroughly as a quarter- 
back in snapping the ball. It was 

routine for them to lift a couple of 
prints from a beer bottle and shoot 
them to Washington by air. It was 

also routine for a mystifying machine 
to kick out the identifications of Prank 
Nash and Paula Harmon, quicker than 
you could say J. Edgar Hoover. Frank 
Nash was arrested. 

Two days after the Hamm kidnaping 
three gangsters killed Nash and three 
officers, at Kansas City, trying to 
rescue the former from the Pederals. 
Had it not been for that fingerprint, 
Mr. Hoover’s beagles on the Hamm 
case would have been off on a false 
trail. A sequence of evidence, started 
by the print, linked Nash with the 
Hamm kidnaping and hung the Kansas 

City massacre on Verne Miller, Pretty 
Boy Floyd and Adam Bichetti, to all 
of whom the Federals later dealt Just 
retribution. 

In one year’s operations, the Barker- 
Karpis gang cleaned up about $500,000 
in cash. When, on January 17, 1934, 
they kidnaped Edward George Bremer, 

president of the Commercial Bank of 
St. Paul, they raised their ransom 

price to $200,000. But by this time, 
the special agents were riding hard 
on their trail. That fateful finger- 
print had linked Nash with shot-gur. 
Ziegler and a thorough shakedown 
of Ziegler evidence had linked him 

with, the Barker-Karpis gang. Ziegler 
had been happily eliminated by a 
fellow thug at Cicero on March 22, 
1934, and the objective narrowed to 
Arthur (Doc) Barker and the sullen 
silent and shifty Karpis—not noisy as 
his mates and therefore harder to 
catch. 

Kept His Hands Off. 
J. Edgar Hoover vehemently urges 

everybody, incudlng country sheriffs, 
not to touch any evidence of crime. 
A cross-roads sheriff, near Portage. 
Wis., heard and heeded. When some 
farmers located some gasoline cans, 
abandoned under suspicious circum- 
stances, he forbade anybody to touch 
them and wired the G-men. On one 
of them, they found a fingerprint of 
Barker, There was other evidence 
that the car had been driven by the 
Bremer kidnapers. 

From that point, the whole case 

began to unwind like a ball of string. 
There had been previous information 
that the gang had proceeded by flash- 
light signals. The special agents 
showed pictures of Barker and Karpis 
to all flashlight dealers in St. Paul. 
Karpis was identified as the pur- 
chaser of four flashlights. Next came 

the breakdown of handlers of the 
ransom money, the flushing of Dr. 
Joseph P. Moran, who did the Karpis 
face alterations, and the wreck of 
various political fixers and fences 
along the line, all of which collateral 
happenings would make a fat book. 

While the main point of interest, 
for the moment, is that Alvin Karpis 
Is m jail, it is to be noted that such 
a case history as this reveals the first 
national crime drive as cutting a wide 
swath. While the G-men were after 

Karp is, they alio gleaned auch Ulus* 
trloua crime Impresarios as Bill 
Weaver, Harry Campbell, Volney 
Davis, Fred Barker (bullet-riddled 
with his implacable and rheumy-eyed 
old mother in Florida) Arthur (Doc) 
Barker. Kate Barker and Edna Mur- 

ray-all dead or permanently out of 
circulation. 

In what respect are Mr. Hoover’s 
operations unique? What are the O- 
men doing with their great “crime 
laboratory," their 6,000,000 finger- 
prints, their thirty-nine sub-bureaus, 
their shooting gallery, their police 
school and their army of 1,700 Indoor 
and outdoor sleuths? What are the 
political restraints on the federal war 

against crime? Like a photographic 
plate in a dark room, the picture de- 
velops if one explores the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation—minutiae as 

disparate as the nuts and bolts In a 

conveyor belt factory,. but quite as 
perfectly Integrated. 
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POISON OF ADDER 
MAY KILL VICTIM 

Police Gas Reptile* Owned "by 
Snake Raiser, Then Burn 

Their Bodies. 
By the Associated Press. 

MONTREAL, May 7.—Edward E. 
Smith, the Louisiana snake raiser, 
who lost his left arm after being 

bitten by an adder, was In critical 
condition today and no longer the 
owner of nine reptiles. 

Montreal police saw to that yester- 
day, some 15 hours after Smith’s 
hand was amputated in an effort to 
halt spread of poison through his 
system. They gassed the snakes and 
burned them. 

Doctors operated on Smith less than 
an hour after he was poisoned Tues- 
day night, but said they would not 
know definitely for at least nine days 
more whether he would recover. 

For some time police feared three 
of Smith's snakes were missing, but 

a search of his room in a midtown 
theatrical hotel failed to disclose any 
uncaged reptiles. 

Miss Florence Zoda, partner of 
Smith, who is known as "Abdul Saud, 
Egyptian snake artist,” went to the 
room yesterday, removed her pet alli- 
gator and police then evacuated the 
hotel for a poison gas attack by 
fumigators from the city health de- 
partment. 

The bodies of nine stiff snakes, still 
in their glass cages, were removed 
then to police headquarters, where 
they were cast into a furnace. 

Bird Banding Oppoted. 
Societies for the prevention of cruel* 

ty to animals everywhere have re* 
ceived protestations against the band, 
tng of migratory birds, but thorough 
investigation has revealed that no 
cruelty is Involved. 

New Pyrethrum Record. 
Japan’s exports of pyrethrum flow- 

ers, from which insecticides are made, 
totaled 16,897,500 pounds in the last 
year, a new high record. 

SORE 
MUSCLES? 
SPRY, the “creamed” rubbing al- 
cohol, relieves soreness — soothes 
aching, 6trained muscles. Liquefies 
as you rub it in. Can’t spill. Conve- 
nient, economical. A necessity in 
the sickroom. 70% absolute alcohol, 
U. S. Govt, standard for rubbing- 
alcohol compounds. Large jar, 29^ 

—double size, 49*f. 
Special trial size. 10c 

AT ALL 
DRUGGISTS 

the National Gtyi'kil 
HORSE SHOW 

S 

Spectators will wear Suits 
in pristine white or garden colors 

Suma-Kool Suits 
The center sketch shows the “swing” C | Q ft 
back of a single-breasted suit In this ▼II 
cool, silky fabric that resists wrinkles | 
and tailors so well. 

Sharkskin Suits j 
The first spectator wears a sharkskin I 
suit with patch pockets single | 

v breasted, with side pleats in the skirt. 

Palm Beach Suits Cl ^ Qft 
Genuine Palm Beach cloth makes the I O 
mannish double-breasted suit with the | 
gay scarf ... sketched at the right. 

Second Floor 

It’s FUR STORAGE time—phone 
NA. 1133 and our bonded mes- 
senger will call for yoqr garments. 

WELL GROOMED 
WOMEN DO THIS! 

They come to Eileen Scott- 
Willioms because they know 
thot they will get expert ad- 
vice on how to reduce, the 
correct make-up, ond the 
proper coiffeur. 

Eileen Scott, Inc. 
1333 Conn. Ave. 

Pot. 4377 

and quality— 
yet to 

inexpensive 

• Our softly lighted, exquisitely finished 

portrait studies—as low as $15 the dozen 

Call District 44SO UNDERWOOD || 
Now for an AND I 1 

UNDERWOOD II 
1230 CONNECTICUT AVENUE“ 

Li 
S 

Three dyed to Match 
hat 

Buy a pert Breton sailor, tailored shirt and 
reversible bag—all three dyed to match— 
and your Summer suits will be perfect en- 
sembles. 

in twelve accessory shades 
Dubonnet, copen, maise, white, navy, brown, 
lilac, Kelly green, pink, chaudron, melon and 
royal blue. 

Philiptborn, street Floor. 

Send roar Far* to oar modern Par Stern** Vault for 
complete protection ... Thom No. lilt 

VOGUE uys: 
• 

College men with one voice 

voted "Sport clothes are the 

smartest thing ever con- 

ceived for a pretty girl." 

WALKOVER 
PRESENTS: 

CAMPUS STYLES 
• Give your men o special treat by turning out in our low-heeled squore 
or round foe sports. This one's the MECCA—white bucko with "I PA 
brown aligator colt_ / »DU 

Wolfs Walk-Over Shoes 
929 F N.W. | 

YOSEMITE 
Your vacation this rummer 
can indude the rugged peaks | 
and trout-filled streams of the | 
High Sierra, if San Francisco 
is your headquarters. Here | 
you will find the Yosemite | 
(America’s favorite National g 
Park) and Lake Tahoe. Close- I 
by, too, are Del Monte and 
Monterey, Mt. Lassen, the 
Redwood Empire, many an- 

other storied place. The cou- 

pon below will bring you a 
free Boole, and new Official 
Tourist Map. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
America’s Coolest Summer City 

CALIFORNIANS INCX Room 1702, 703 Market Street,^San Francisco. 

Name 
~ ~ 

Address «*** j 

City __ State 
| 

MAGNETIC VALUE ■ ATTRACTIONS FOR THIS 

FREE 

PARKING 

Eye St. j 
at 7th 

1.19 Wash Dresses 

Smart tailored styles for women. Models by 
“Roselle." Sheer and percale prints, broad- 
cloth; dots, stripes, etc., in guaranteed fast 
colors. Sizes 14 to 20 and 38 to 52. 

49c Costume Slips 
Build-up shoulders; pink 

or white; regular and extra 
sizes, 36 to 52--- 

39c Puerto Rican Gowns 
Soft finished muslin; 

white or pastel shades; ap- 
pliqued or embroidered- 

Child's 69c Wash Frocks 
Batistes or organdie; dots 

and floral prints; sizes 3 to 
6 and 4 to 14- 

Girls' 69c Muslin Slips 
Well styled, perfectly 

made and neatly finished; 
for girls 4 to 14 yrs- 

Rayon and Cotton Spreads 
Jacquard woven designs; 

sires for single, twin or 

double beds; all colors—. 

59c Silks and Acetates 
Rich weaves, patterns 

and colorings in an almost 
endless assortment. Yd- 

$3 to 3.50 Dress Lengths 
“Surrey" lengths; prints and 

■olid colors; varying 3 to 4H 
yds. Per length-...... 

Sports and Street 

DRESSES 

288 
• Colorful Prints 
• Dainty Pastels 
• Novelty Taffetas 
• Smart Seersuckers 

Youthful jacket models for average and 
full figures. Beautifully styled of fast color 
fabrics; slses 14 to 20 and M to 4$. 

$1 to $2 New.Hats 

Just in from the maker: plain and novelty 
straws; sailors, close fitting, brims, veil styles, 
homburgs. cartwheels and youthful matron 
models. Black, white and every popular 
color. 

Inlaid Linoleum, Sq. Yd. 
Regularly 2 25 to 2.98; 9 

new patterns in attractive 
color effects; that go 
through to the back- 

Perfect Felt Base Rugs 
Borderless, all-over de- 5 Q 

signs. Heavy quality. Smooth K • — 

surface. 

Felt Base Floorcovering 
3 sq. yds., $1. Regularly 

39c to 49c sq. yd. Tile or 

novelty patterns. Sq. yd- 

9x12 Matting Rugs 
Regularly 2.98 Eight new *8 OO 

and attractive patterns to H 
choose from. H 

Cotton Mattress Covers 
Heavy unbleached sheet* jgam am 

ing; sturdily stitched; tape K Jl ( 
ties; for all size beds-- M 

81 and 87 in. Sheeting 
Heavy unbleached; will ^k a 

wash whHe and heavier; for I SK v 

all bedwear purposes. Yd | 

35c Pillow Case Tubing 
“Spring Knight" brand; 42 *8 a 

In. wide; 64-sq. cotton; a yard 8 v 

makes a full sized case. Yd.... | J 

29c Table Oil Cloth 
Washable; white and plain 0M AM £ 

colors or fancy patterns; an ■ v 

excellent value. Yd- | 

19c Wash Dress Fabrics 
Percales, piques, rayon, cot- i 

ton crepe, batiste. New weaves 

and colors. Yd__ 

Women's Smart 
Tailored Suits 

Worth 16.9S to 22JO 

*10 
Styles that will be good for seasons to 

come. Various fabrics and colors. Most 
unusual values. Suits 38 to 80. 

|fH|i 


