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Population Increase.. 
The decennial census of 1930. counting 

Washington's population as 486.869, took 

considerable wind out of the sails of the 

estimators who had set it above half a 

million. How accurate is the Census 

Bureau's new estimate of 594.000 for the 

District in 1935. an increase of twenty- 
two per cent since 1930? There is no 

way of answering the question except 
to wait for the next actual count, which 

may not be made until 1940. In the 

meantime. Census Bureau officials in 

charge oi the estimate defend its accur- 

acy as being on the conservative side of 

what available figures—such as the city 

directory, school censuses, etc.—might 
Indicate. 

An inciease of more than a hundred 
thousand in the first five years of this 

decade is doubtless due. almost entirely, 
to the influx of Federal workers to man 

the New Deal's recovery agencies. But 

even if the estimated increase is accurate, 

the total increase between 1930 and 1940 

will probably fall below the increase be- 

tween 1910 and 1920. when the influx of 

war workers brought the population, at 

the time of the 1920 count, to thirty-two 
per cent over 1910. Federal expansion in 

the next five years can hardly be ex- 

pected to continue at the rate set during 
the first three years of the Roosevelt ad- 

ministration. If there is no actual de- 

cline in workers—brought about by the 

disbanding of some of the temporary 
agencies—the increase will at least be 

more normal. In the ten-year period 
1920*1930, for instance, the increase was 

a little over eleven per cent, occurring 
during a period of relatively normal ex- 

pansion in the city and the Government 

establishment. 
Whatever the increase has been in the 

first five years of this census decade, it 

has produced a population in the District 

far beyond the ability of the city's pres- 
ent taxable resources adequately to sup- 

port. Senator Thomas of Oklahoma has 

expressed himself as being impressed 
with the obligation of the Federal Gov- 

ernment in support of the schools, at- 

tended by so many children of Federal 

Workers. Congress, in 1930. when the 

District's population was 486.869, was 

appropriating actually more money for 

the schools than in 1935, when Census 

Bureau estimates indicate the population 
had increased by more than a hundred 

thousand. Maintenance funds were 

slightly more than in 1930, but appropria- 
tions for construction were far less. 

During the war appropriations for the 

District were pared to the bone at a 

time when the population was rapidly 
on the increase. The result was that 

school facilities were badly crippled, and 

the ten-year period between 1920 and 

1930 saw the beginning of a five-year 
school-building program which was com- 

pleted about the time of the depression, 
end another spurt in population again 
put school facilities far behind. 

The new population estimates come in 

time to lend vigorous argument in behalf 

of the necessity to increase the support 
of Capital City activities represented in 

the lump sum. 

Prima donnas are more considerate 
than radio speakers. A fine singer con- 

sents to a farewell appearance, but the 

radioloquist goes on forever. 

It Should Be Defeated. 
For about two years the Democratic 

leadership in the House was able to 

keep the Frazier-Lemke farm mortgage 
refinancing bill safely tucked away in 

a pigeon hole. Now they are faced with 

the task of defeating it in the open. 
There are circumstances which make 

this unusually difficult. In the first 

place, the bill is the embodiment of an 

Inflationist’s dream come true and there 

are still plenty of inflationists in both 
branches of Congress. In the second 

place, the bill poses as a farm aid meas- 

ure, although Representative Jones of 

Texas, chairman of the Committee on 

Agriculture, says it would directly affect 

only fifteen per cent of the Nation's 

farmers. And finally, the vote is to be 

taken in a campaign year and a vote 

for the bill is apt to be a vote for the 

record, cast in the knowledge that if the 

bill should pass the Senate—highly Im- 

probable—the President will veto it. 

A defeat for the bill in the House, 
therefore, would be good medicine, re- 

gardless of what protection against its 

dangerous principles lies in the Senate 
or with the President. A defeat for the 

bill would represent triumph for the 

House leadership. It would mean a 

wholesome turn in the direction of sound 

common sense by a House that has been 

too prone to flirt with other queer nos- 

trums dished up by the depression. It 

would successfully dampen the ardor of 

others who have been enthusiastically 
bent on starting the printing presses to 

smother the country and hopes for sub- 

stantial recovery under a deluge of cheap 
money. 

Mr. Letnke Is one of the few who 

V. 
y^f 

claim that the bill is not Inflationary. 
He complains that the membership of the 

House has been misled and that not a 

hundred members know what it provides. 
But most of them must understand that 
an issue of six billion dollars’ worth of 

Government bonds for refinancing farm 

mortgages would, because of the lack of 
demand for any such bonds, call into 
force the bill's provision for printing up 
to $3,000,000,000 in money to be issued 
in exchange for the Farm Credit Ad- 
ministration bonds, and that this issue 
of currency would be purely inflationary. 

All of the traditional dangers of print- 
ing press inflation would be invited 
through enactment of the bill. If the 
value of the dollar were not disastrously 
reduced, with resultant evil effects upon 
all those dependent on fixed wages or 

salary for income, the enactment of such 
legislation, offering a deceptively easy 
way out of the burden of debt, would 
surely pave the way for other “reforms” 
by heavier doses of the same medicine. 

These dangers should be apparent to 
those who vote on the bill. The vote 
should be on the merits of the legisla- 
tion, not on political expediency. A vote 
on the merits of the bill would mean 
its defeat. 

Socialism in France. 
France is about to undergo her initial 

experience under a Socialist government. 
The red flag is not to supplant the tri- 
color as the emblem of the republic or 
of the incoming regime, for no funda- 
mental changes of system are projected. 
On the contrary, M. Leon Blum, who will 
become premier on June 1 by right of 
his leadership of the largest party in the 
recently elected Chamber of Deputies, 
has categorically pledged that there will 
be no revolutionary innovations designed 
to shake confidence, either at home or 

abroad, in the stability of the French 
state as it now exists. 

The Socialists, nevertheless, having de- 
termined to accept the responsibilities 
and opportunities which the electorate 
has given them, plan a new deal in vital 
directions To begin with. M. Blum in- 
dicates that he will insist as premier 
upon "full power." There can be read 
between the lines of his general declara- 
tion of policy a reflection of his belief 
that a semblance of dictatorial rule is 
essential in the national circumstances 
under which the Left groups assume au- 

thority. M. Blum reminds all concerned 
that his supporters were voted into power 
by the masses of the people, who would 
rally unreservedly to the government's 
side in case of insurgency against its 
program. To fortify the democratic bloc 
in the name of which his ministry will 
take office M. Blum has invited the 
General Confederation of Labor and the 
Communist party to occupy cabinet 
posts. 

Assurance that the impending leftist 
government is hostile to devaluation of 
the franc causes special gratification not 
only in France, but throughout the world, 
which has trembl.ed with anxiety over 

the fate of the French currency ever 
since the Socialist landslide. M. Blum 
recognizes me necessity oi maintaining 
a strong financial policy, although it is 
a matter of conjecture how long condi- 
tions will permit him to abstain from 
devaluation. For the moment the Social- 
ists attach more importance to relief of 
unemployment than to the monetary 
problem. A vast public works program 
is their first objective. Coincident with 
the effort to cope wdth human misery, 
the government will wage an unrelenting 
struggle to “preserve democracy and lib- 
erty” against Fascism or other subversive 
influences, while dedicating itself to the 
maintenance of peace through support 
of the League of Nations. The Blum 
government will face an early test of its 
European program in dealing with the 
issues raised by Mussolini's newly pro- 
claimed “empire” in Africa. But eco- 
nomic recovery is the goal upon which 
the new French power wielders will con- 
centrate their immediate energies. 

Dyed-in-the-wool devotee of doctrin- 
aire Marxism that he is, M. Blum is an 

enlightened statesman and ardent pa- 
triot. He will be constrained from the 
outset to prove that French destinies can 

safely be reposed in a political regime of 
the type he personifies. That highly 
conservative organ. Le Temps, seeing no 

occasion to view with alarm, finds in the 
policy pronouncement of the premier- 
designate “a sincere gesture toward con- 
fidence and reassurance.” It is evidently 
in that atmosphere of national hope and 
composure that France's first Socialist 
government enters upon its grave and 
arduous task. 

Alternate dust storms and deluges visit 
Kansas. For many years Kansas has 
complained of her climate, but has 
always succeeded in raising enough to 
nourish a remarkably brilliant corps of 
statesmen. 

Successors ? 
Within the span of a single week four 

great literary personalities have finished 
their work in the world and launched 
out into the infinite from which no 
traveler returns. They were A. E. Hous- 
man, poet; Oswald Spengler, philoso- 
pher; Beatrice Harraden and Mary 
Johnston, novelists. To their respective 
genius the age to which they belong 
owes four widely famous books—“A 
Shropshire Lad,” “The Decline of the 
West,” “Ships That Pass in the Night” 
and “To Have and to Hold.” 

But, of course, it must be conceded 
that none of this accidental quartet of 
authors died young. Rather, the con- 

trary was true; each probably had earned 
the right to rest. Yet many who care 

about letters must wonder if earth is 
not poorer because of their retirement 
from the scene. The question is natural: 
Where are their successors? 

Certainly, numbers of earnest and 
ambitious novices are available to oc- 

cupy the places from which they have 
departed. Indeed, there is a clamorous 
multitude of youthful writers militantly 
demanding recognition. The difficulty 
lies in the fact that the shoes they aspire 
to fill are too large for them. Be tha 

explanation what it may, there simply 
is no melodist competent to sing as 

Housman did, the imitations of Spengler 
are weak as water, and the best that 
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may be said of the current flood of 
Action is that it will be something to 
rejoice about if it only will flow straight 
along to oblivion. 

The present period, it seems, is an era 
of cultural disintegration. Notable 
achievement is so rare as to be almost 
non-existent. To illustrate the point, 
let echo answer the challenge: Where 
are the books of 1936 justly deserving to 
stand with those of, say, 1916? Two 

decades ago it was common to speak of 
a literary renaissance. People were 

reading: “The Spoon River Anthology," 
“The Purple Land,” “You Know Me, Al,” 
“Casuals of the Sea,” “Mr. Britling Sees 
It Through,” “Americas Coming-of- 
Age,” “Seventeen,” “Rivers to the Sea," 
“Good Friday,” “Windy McPherson's 
Son” and “The Man Against the Sky.” 
Such excellent craftsmen as Edgar Lee 
Masters, W. H. Hudson, Ring Lardner, 
William McFee, H. G. Wells, Van Wyck 
Brooks, Booth Tarkington, Sara Teas- 
dale, John Masefield, Sherwood Ander- 
son and Edwin Arlington Robinson were 

busy with theoretically inexhaustible 
pens. But the hope has faded. Latterly 
a new trend has been discernible. The 
whole planet is rife with propaganda, 
and propaganda rarely is art. 

The giant Zeppelin Is going back to 
Frankfort-am-Main, a famous old city 
that can be relied on to carry its new 
traffic experience with dignity. There 
has been much fanciful lore, but there 
has been nothing as marvelous as a 

Zeppelin even in a German fairy tale. 

Publicity as a national pastime may 
lead to a situation that causes a college 
prank to be taken more seriously than 
the honest effort to deliver wise instruc- 
tion. 

Ethiopia is not equipped with many 
schools of languages. A quarrel in 
French and Italian cannot be expected 
to find that country in active and in- 

telligent participation. 

Justices of the United States Supreme 
Court claim the right to disagree among 
themselves. The human inclination for 
rugged individualism will never be quite 
subdued. 

A member of Congress who mistakes 
this city for a playground might at least 
observe the rules of courtesy and re- 
straint that would apply in his home 
town. 

— — » m+m * -- ■ 

Religion may have to step in and take 
charge of public sentiment. When 
philosophers disagree, only faith can 

offer a refuge and a reliance. 

French radicals assert a desire to tax 
the rich. Such a program was easier 
when American tourists were more 

abundant. 

A prize to prevent war would be more 
effectual if it could bring out plans for 
a League of Nations in which the deci- 
sion of the judges will be final. 

One person in a family may make a 

great deal of difference. Quints are a 

spectacular asset, but quadruplets are 

only a burden. 

Shooting Stars. 
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

Circus. 
History’ comes and history’ goes; 
Passing years will still disclose 
Same old acts, up in the air, 
Same old plaudits—same old scare! 

Same old Ringmasters so smart, 
Same old clowns with comic art; 
Where equestriennes engage 
Hearts—nobody asks their age. 

Here's a circus on the lot 
Putting some one on the spot 
For an acrobatic thrill. 
He escapes with cunning skill! 

Elephants and donkeys meet 
In procession on the street. 

History's a grand display! 
It is worth what we must pay. 

Don’t attempt to stop it when 
You are short-changed and then 
It's the greatest of all shows— 

History comes and history goes. 

Office. 
"A public office is a public trust." 
"It ought to be,” said Senator Sor- 

ghum. “but it sometimes looks as if a 

public office were a private snoop." 

Jud Tunkins says grafters would be 

easier to catch if so many people didn't 
envy them and hope their turn will be 
next. 

The Lion Skin. 

We often try to Imitate 
The great. 
A common fate 
All imitators surely find. 
The mind 
That is inclined 
To mourn the lion cannot prize 
The lies 
Of a disguise 
That seeks to roar and bring dismay. 
We say— 
“List to the Donkey’s bray!" 

Instruments. 
“The Emperor of Abyssinia is in hard 

luck.” said one showman. 
“It’s partly his own fault," said the 

other. “He would keep fooling with a 

scepter when he ought to have been 

practicing on the banjo.” 

Bookkeeping. 
Our Jokes are getting rather poor 
And lighter grows our literature. 
WeTe keeping books with care, ’tis said, 
In which the ink is often red. 

A picture of a solemn face 
The gentler fancy will displace. 
We calculate until we think 

Nothing is read except red ink. 

"Tell de truth," said Uncle,Eben, "but 
before you start In be sure you has put j 
In da work necessary to And It out.” i 
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NEW BOOKS 
AT RANDOM 

By Margaret Germond. 

GOLDEN PEACOCK. By Gertrude Ath- 
erton. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co. 

Once again Gertrude Atherton delves 
into the past, and this time brings forth 
from the Roman Empire of nearly two 
thousand years ago a lively and colorful 
romance in which Pomponia, beautiful 
daughter and heiress of Quintus, is the 
heroine. In an expression of sentiment 
concerning her own work, the author 
says that she has derived a thousand 
times more pleasure from writing of the 
past than of the life about her. It must 
be admitted that she has written a lion's 
share of both, for she has produced thirty- 
nine books and covered a wide variety of 
ages and locations. Those that have re- 

vived the glories and the personalities of 
long-dead centuries have possessed an en- 

during quality that makes them as inter- 
esting today as when they were first pub- 
lished, for they have borne the evidence 
of authenticity that comes only from 
diligent research and study. 

It is, of course, only fair to grant to 
writers as well as to actors the privilege 
of wanting to do more than one type of 
work, but sometimes the effect is dis- 
appointing, and “Golden Peacock” is a 

case in point. The material from which 
the novel is constructed, the period which 
it revives and the Rome that it pictures 
are genuinely interesting, but the archi- 
tecture is out of keeping with the scene. 
The effect is somewhat like that of the 
interior of an old manor house that has 
been “restored” and fitted with modern 
furnishings. 

ne nuniHii empire curing me iasi 

half century before the birth of Christ 
was the home of many celebrities whose 
fame will never fade. Caesar Augustus was 
kind to the poets, and the intellectual 
and the cultural leaders whose work has 
influenced the higher arts throughout 
the ages that have followed. Ovid was a 

promising young poet to whom recogni- 
tion and encouragement was granted. 
Horace was growing old, but his work 
had survived severe criticism and his 
fame was spreading far. Virgil was be- 
ing encouraged to publish the “Aenid,’' 
and masterful politicians and warriors 
were not scarce. These and other noted 
individuals become living personalities 
as Pomponia tells the story of her per- 
sonal. social and romantic life under the 
guardianship of the great Horace. 

Pomponia begins her story w'ith the 
murder of her father and mother and 
her flight to the farm of "Uncle" Horace 
with the news of the tragedy. Being a 

highly temperamental young lady w-hose 
sixteen years of life have been spent large- 
ly in accordance with her own whims, she 
accepts her new status as the independ- 
ent and wealthy mistress of her own 
affairs with all assurance of a twentieth- 
century flapper. Her marriage to hand- 
some young Mallius has been delayed 
because he is rendering service to his 
Emperor with Agrippa s army in Gaul, 
and Pomponia does not enjoy waiting 
for anything. The assassins who slew 
her parents are reputed to be treacher- 
ous foreign slaves, but she believes 
otherwise. 

Despite her tempestuous nature. Pom- 
ponia must not be regarded as a fool. 
Her wits are keen and her tongue clever, 
and through the gay and colorful scenes 
that marked official and social life in 
one of Rome's golden ages this self- 
sufficient young lady, whose beauty had 
Inspired Horace to name her the "Golden 
Peacock,” tells in her own way of her 
activities in the efforts to prove the guilt 
of those who slew her parents and who 
sought her own life, of her clever tricks 
applied for the extracting of secrets from 
political and social enemies, and of her 
dramatic and eventually triumphant 
romance. 

But Pomponia or the Augustan Age tell- 
ing a story in modern American is not 
especially impressive. It is difficult to 
imagine any contraction of the scholarly 
tongue of the Romans that would reduce 
an affectionate designation for Horace to 
the equivalent of “Unk-Ortz.” or to ac- 
cept with anything but amusement the 
easiness with which Pomponia calls 
Volumnia Marcia just plain "V. M.” It 
is a pretty picture and a lively tale, but 
its modern dress does not quite fit. 

* * * * 

THE TAVERN. By Marguerite Steen. 
Indianapolis: The Bobbs-Merrill Co. 

Granada is the scene of this genuinely 
entertaining novel that concerns the 
keeper of a tavern on the Albaicin hill, 
who made or wrecked the lives of those 
who favored or crossed her. 

Maria Teresa is a beautiful woman who 
loathes her husband and who tantalizes 
and drives him to do many things he 
would never indulge in if she were only 
a little kind. She had been a waiting 
maid in a wealthy household before she 
married Florio of the house of Conde. 
For a while the pair had been bliss- 
fully happy. But Maria became ill, 
and, in regaining her health, she lost all 
of the sweetness and gentleness and none 
of the passionate temper peculiar to 
Spanish blood. 

If Maria Teresa had granted Florio 
only one small right in his own estab- 
lishment so many dire events might not 
have befallen her, but since she has 
assumed the management of the tavern 
she has only two ambitions. One is to 
keep her husband as miserable as possible 
and the other is to keep the reputation 
of the tavern free from even the mildest 
of scandals. The patronage of Don 
Joaquin had literally established the tav- 
ern as a place of high standing, and at 
all costs that venerable friend must be 
pleased. But now Don Joaquin wants 
to rent a room in which he may secretly 
meet a bewitching lady, and Florio has 
promised him that it shall be arranged. 

Such conduct is more than Maria 
Teresa can sanction, and she immedi- 
ately seeks to frustrate the plans and 
save herself from blame. An acci- 
dent affords the excuse of placing an 
orphan girl In the room, but many lies 
»uu uiutu uiucijr urn evuiuu are in- 

volved. For a while little change ap- 
pears at the tavern, but gradually the 
patronage drops off and the once-proud 
Maria Teresa is hard put to keep up 
appearances and pretend that the loss 
of Don Joaquin’s patronage has done 
no harm. 

What comes of this small event in the 
lives of Florio and Maria Teresa grows 
into an intensely interesting story of a 

small section of Spain which is in itself 
one of the most fascinating places in 
the world. It has been often said of 
Granada that the tourist or the 
stranger is never permitted to know the 
real Granada; that its people live as 
closely'to themselves as do the inhab- 
itants of some of the famed forbidden 
cities. Miss Steen also explains this 
peculiarity of the location, but she is one 
of the favored few who has penetrated 
the defensive armor and has learned to 
know and to understand the Granada 
about which she writes. Upon the small 
Incident of the tavern room rests the 
foundation of the novel in which she 
offers a delightful revelation for those 
who hunger for a little bit of Spain. 

Too Cheap. 
Front the Des Koines Reciiter. 

Good advice is so cheap that nobody 
wanta it. 
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| THIS AND THAT | 
BY CHARLES E. TRACEWELL. 

Keeping a bird notebook Is great fun, 
if you begin with the identification of 
your first bird. 

Then the crudest little book, no more 

pretentious than the sort school children 
use, becomes a veritable treasury of 
memory. 

It is possible to secure bird portraits in 
color, with which to illustrate the 
volume, so that as time goes on the 
keeper has a personal record with certain 
features possessed by no elaborate bound 
volume. 

One may begin such a book any time, 
however, putting in It all the birds one 
has seen in the garden. 

Whenever the job is undertaken it 
means the establishing of a record which 
will take Its place on the family desk 
along with the written garden record. 

A garden notebook is essential. For 
those who love the birds a bird notebook 
is equally so, and is better than combin- 
ing them. 

Ail* 

There are two ways of keeping such a 
book. 

One is in running chronological order, 
not exactly day by day, but more or less 
in that direction. 

The other is to devote a page, or sev- 
eral pages, to each bird as Identified. 
Perhaps the first method is that of the 
unmethodical person, the second the 
system naturally adopted by the man or 

woman devoted to order. 
Either way, however, gives a complete 

record of observations. In this indoor- 
outdoor sport the danger of forgetting 
is large. Some persons, in particular, 
need something to jog their memory. 
They do not have such memories for 
such things as they have for the more 
plebeian details of life. 

The essential differences between the 
cardinal, or redbird, and the scarlet 
tanager. for instance, are not easy for 
the beginner. It is here as with mem- 

bers of the sparrow family. One has but 
to delve slightly into the lore of the 
ornithologist to understand that the 
identification of the various members of 
this widespread family is almost impos- 
sible for the beginner. He will do well 
if he actually sees and tells one from the 
other, the English sparrow, the fox spar- 
row, the song and white-throated spar- 
rows. This will leave scores of sparrows, 
all looking very much alike to the inex- 
perienced eye. 

The bird beginner will be saved much 
perturbation by one saving fact—that 
only a comparatively few species will 
visit his yard, and not more than three 
or four at any one time. If he sets down 
the details, as he sees them, from time to 
time, he will have always at hand a 
ready reference which will enable him to 
note the chief differences when a new 

and unknown bird alights in his garden. 
* V * * 

One of the chief factors to note down, 
is the arrival of the birds. Their going 
away from him in the Fall will not be 
so easy, since they depart one by one 
then, leaving silently, without notice, so 

that it will be weeks, perhaps, before he 
realizes they are gone. 

Bird arrivals may be noted very ex- j 
actly. The brown thrasher, for instance, 
will come every year in this vicinity j 
about April 16. The wood thrush, which 
many think the loveliest of our birds, 
arrives almost on the day. April 27. 

Once these dates are Jotted down they 
cannot escape, and an easy reference to 
the pages in early Spring will allow even 

the most careless to be on the watch for 
old friends. 

Old friends! Yes, that is the way the 
songbirds become, once a householder 
takes more than an academic interest in 
them. He or she will find that this is | 
one happy interest which grows rapidly 
by what it feeds on. 

Bird watching amounts to something, 1 

when the Individual feels that he must 
keep his eye on the birds, to find out 
for himself all the interesting things they 
do and are. Each part, the doing, and 
the being, is filled with the wisdom of 
the ages, and he must get at the mean- 

ing, if possible. If he cannot altogether 
find out, he has done nothing except 
what the wisest of all ages has done. 
When we say •'evolution” we utter but a 
word, after all. 

When we look at birds we see one of 
the oldest and most perfect life forms 
at work on the daily tasks, which is 
their whole life. Perhaps the daily tasks 
of each one of us, as humdrum as they 
become at times, are our whole lives, too. 
It may be the birds, by their perfect 
acceptance, can teach poor, grumbling, 
often unhappy mankind a better lesson 
than most. 

* * * * 

Through the adoption of bird feeding 
in Fall and Winter, by means of suet and 
grains, put out preferably in automatic 
feeders, the bird observer may have 
these creatures with him the year 
around. Many of the most Interesting 
species Winter hereabouts, and will 
settle down where food is abundant. 

This brings up the problem of keeping 
food out in Summer. After experiment- 
ing with this now for two months, fol- 
lowing the intensive feeding of the last 
hard Winter, we believe that a little 
food kept in the yard at all times is a 

good thing. The fear that too many 
pigeons and sparrows would be attracted 
has proved groundless. Pigeons love the 
regular bird food mixtures, so-called 
scratch feed, but do not particularly care 
for baby chick feed. The latter is mostly 
ground corn, which is highly acceptable 
to cardinals, sparrows and doves, as well 
as cowbirds, we have discovered. The 
bluejays pay little attention at any sea- 

son to grains and seeds. 
A little food at this time is enough. 

Practically all the birds, except the few 
just named, are insectivorous and prefer 
to get their food directly from Nature, 
who, grande dame she is. supplies them 
with a bountiful hand. If it were not 
for the birds, w’hich delight us with 
their colors and songs and life habits, we 
would have no gardens at all. They 
more than pay their way by eating soft 
grubs and other forms of insect life, to 
say nothing of the myriad forms of 
such life in the mature stages. 

The robin, for instance, scorns every 
sort of seed you can put out for him. 
He asks nothing better than succulent 
worms, which he yanks out of the earth 
at all hours, thus saving the ground from 
going sour. 

* * * * 

Fortunately there is nothing too little 
to note down in a bird or garden note- 
book. 

Keep absolute records. If you keep any 
at all. Put down anything you see, or 

think you see. Corrections may be made 
later, if necessary. Never feel that an 
item is too trivial. Often it is the seem- 

ingly pointless observation which turns 
out to be the very best of all. For we are 

dealing here with Nature, to whom, evi- 
dently, nothing is little or mean, if it 
fills its place. 

One careful record to be kept in the 
bird notebook is the amount and price 
of bird food purchased. The totals will 
be surprising, if you really do a good job 
of feeding all the songsters that come to 
your garden in Autumn and Winter. Yet 
surely a similar sum could not be better 
spent by all those—and their numbers 
are legion—who love the things of 
Nature. The birds are peculiarly Na- 
ture's children. They represent her 
beauty, her music, her economy, her 
ceaseless efforts to make her own happy 
if they will accept what she gives them 
and not complain because they do not 
understand what it is all about. 

WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS 

BY FREDERIC WILLIAM WILE. 

Oberlin College, out in Ohio, which 
staged a mock Republican National Con- 
vention the other night, projected a 

stimulating suggestion into the G. O. P. 
situation by “nominating” former Gov, 
John G. Winant of New Hampshire for 
President. The collegiate “delegates" 
were not deterred by the fact that Wi- 
nant, despite his Republicanism, is now 

an Important cog in the New Deal ma- 

chine at Washington, as chairman of 
the Social Security Board. The Oberlin 
students, of course, are not the patentees 
of Winant’s presidential possibilities. 
Long before the Landon boom overshad- 
owed the party skies, the New Englander, 
to whom is attributed a sort of Lincoln- 
esque aspect, loomed as a Republican 
dark horse. There were suggestions last 
year, when Winant went to the social 
security post, that there was thus re- 

moved from President Roosevelt’s path 
a possibly formidable Republican oppo- 
nent in 1936. Winant rates as a liberal 
and as a progressive exponent of “the 
abundant life” typified by certain New 
Deal economic and social policies. As 
the one-time New Hampshire executive is 
still a couple of years on the sunny side 
of 50, some of his friends think he may 
have decided to accept New Deal service 
while biding his time for entry into the 

presidential arena in 1940 or later. Wi- 
nant was on duty at the League of Na- 
tions’ international labor office when 
drafted for the Social Security Board. 
His name may crop up at Cleveland next 
month. 

That one out of every ten Americans 
gainfully at work has a government job 
—Federal, state or local—has just been 
revealed by the National Civil Service 
Reform League. Its recently completed 
survey shows that more than 3,000,000 
men and women are thus employed at 
the expense of taxpayers at a total pay 
roll cost of M.000,000.000 a year, repre- 
senting approximately 38 per cent of all 
taxes collected. The league says that as 

the boom years neared their close the 
United States was well on its way to 
“winning the fight for sound, able, 
trained and professional government per- 
sonnel.” But prolonged depression con- 

ditions 6aused authorities everywhere to 
rush into emergency undertakings, re- 

sulting in a mushroom growth of public 
pay rolls. The climax was capped by the 
vast bureaucracy created by the New 

Deal, producing additional “chaos in the 

governmental personnel field." In con- 

sequence, according to the civil service 
organisation, “standards carefully de- 
veloped throughout years of building 
have broken down on many front*.” In 
New Deal recovery agencies alone, it is 
asserted, more than 200.000 Federal em- 

ployes were added, practically all of 
whom were exempt from the civil service 
law. 

* * * * 

Washington visits of Dr. Hugo Eekener 
and Capt. Ernst Lehmann of the Hinden- 

burg and the deep interest displayed by 
American officials in the latest feat of 

Zeppelin craft heighten the impression 
that the United States one of these days 
may resume the building of lighter-than- 
air ships for naval and military purposes. 
Admiral Standley, chief of naval opera- 
tions. states that Uncle Sam’s policy re- 

specting them is in abeyance. undoubt- 
edly, U tbs Hiadenburg class of dirigibles 
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demonstrably justifies itself in regular 
trans-Atlantic service, much of the op- 
position generated in congressional and 
service circles by our disastrous experi- 
ences with that type of vessel will be 
overcome. The Hindenburg's perform- 
ances have made a deep impression in all 
expert quarters here. If she continues to 
make and break records, particularly if 
she proves her airworthiness under ad- 
verse weather conditions, it is regarded 
certain that the lighter-than-air advo- 
cates will come into their own again at 
Washington. 

# * * * 

In these observations recently there 
was a suggestion that Gov. Landons 
“strain of Pennsylvania Dutch" made 
the 1936 presidential situation, because 
of the ancestral extraction of both Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and Senator Vandenberg, 
something of an “all-Dutch” proposition. 
An honest-to-goodness “Pennsylvania 
Dutchman" resident in Washington re- 

monstrates that Pennsylvania Dutch are 
of German, not Holland-Dutch, origin. 
They are descendants of German settlers 
who arrived in this country in large 
numbers early in the eighteenth century, 
hailing mostly from the Rhine Valley 
and going, as a rule, to Pennsylvania, 
while settlers from the Netherlands gen- 
erally went to New York. “Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch” is still spoken almost ex- 

clusively in certain parts of Berks and 
Lancaster Counties, Pa. 

* * * * 

Jim Farley’s latest boast that all of the 
48 States are “Roosevelt territory,'’ sug- 
gesting that F. D. R. will carry every 
solitary one of them in November, is 
hard to reconcile with the superinten- 
sive campaign that the Democratic high 
command is getting ready to wage for 
perpetuation of the New Deal. While 
everybody from the White House down 
reflects supreme faith that it's all over 
but the shouting, arrangements are in 
prospect for a Nation-wide battle to be 
waged on whirlwind fines practically 
from the moment the Philadelphia con- 

vention adjourns. The one thing that 
party managers will not tolerate among 
campaign workers is overconfidence. 

* * * * 
While Gov. Landon's presidential can- 

didacy, now and then pilloried by some 

of its opponents as “synthetic,” is ap- 
parently irresistibly in the ascendant, 
there’s still a considerable undercurrent 
of opinion that an eleventh-hour upset is 

possible and that the Kansan's friends 
would be well advised to avoid counting 
chickens before they’re hatched. The 
reputed goal of the Landon strategists 
is to put the Governor over at Cleveland 
not later than the second ballot. Should 
he still be short of the required majority 
at that stage, some politicians think that 
the joint and several “stop-Landon” ele- 
ments might find it possible to unite on 
a compromise candidate who could make 
the grade. As primary after primary 
rolls by, the Topeka executive retains a 

substantial lead over all rivals, but G. 
O. P. old-timers, including men who 
favor Land on, bold that it’s too early to 
say he has already won the prize. 

* * * * 

Reports are current that Italian agents 
are exploring the possibility of American 
financial assistance in the exploitation 
of Mussolini’s Ethiopian “empire.” The 
Johnson law would forbid the extension 

ANSWERS TO I' 
QUESTIONS 
By Frederic J. Haskin. 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Washing- 
ton Evening Star Information Bureau, 
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Please inclose stamp for reply. 

Q What countries besides the United 
States regulate the amount of gold 
people can keep?—W. M. 

A. Several other countries, notably 
Germany and Italy, do not permit indi- 
vidual possession of gold. Great Britain 
limits possession to $50,000. Mexico and 
Canada have no restrictions on posses- 
sion, but an individual cannot export 
gold from Canada without a permit. 
Russia does not allow export and in 
many other countries export can be only 
by permit. 

Q. I understand that the National 
Youth Administration provides funds for 
aiding in the education of needy stu- 
dents. What is the average grant, and 
is provision made for college education 
alone?—J. J. 

A. During the -school year 1935-36 
$27,000,000 was allocated for student aid. 
This was to provide for as many as 200.- 
000 students to attend high school on an 

average monthly grant of $6 each; 100 
000 students to attend college, on an 

average monthly grant of $15 each, and 
7.500 students to do post-graduate work, 
on an average monthly grant of $25 to 
$30 each. 

Q. What are the boundaries of the 
Jackson Purchase in Kentucky?—H. M. 

A. The Jackson Purchase of Kentucky 
is bounded on the east by the Tennessee 
River, on the west by the Mississippi, on 
the north by the Ohio River and on the 
south by the State of Tennessee. 

Q. How are ice and snowflakes made 
in the movies?—G. S. 

A. Frequently bleached cornflakes and * 

gypsum are used for clean and sparkling 
snow. Paraffin is successfully used to 
imitate ice. 

Q. Are Flower Sunday and Children s 
day the same?—M. R. 

A. Children’s day is usually celebrated 
the second Sunday in June. When the 
day was first observed flowers were so 
much emphasized in the service that it 
was called "Flower Sunday" and in some 
places it is still so designated. 

Q. Did John D. Rockefeller, jr.. have 
his fingerprints taken? If so, what was 
the occasion?—E. R. 

A. Mr. Rockefeller was finger-printed 
after he had listened to a talk in which 
J. Edgar Hoover of the Department of 
Justice urged American citizens, par- 
ticularly big business men. to have their 
fingerprints taken as a protection against 
criminals. 

Q What is the origin of the term 
even Steven?—J. R. 

A. It is probably a quotation from one 
of Swift's letters to Stella: Now we are 

even, quoth Steven, when he gave his , 
wife six blows to one. 

Q. Has Cyrano de Bergerac been made 
into an opera?—E. S. 

A. There is a new opera of this name 
by Franco Alfano, founded on Rostand s 
drama. It had its first performance in 
Rome, Italy, in January. Dr. Walter 
Damrosch wrote an opera on this ro- 
mance which was sung at the Metro- 
politan Opera House in 1913. 

Q. When John C. Fremont made his 
first trip to the Rocky Mountains who 
acted as guide?—B. D. 

A. In the first expedition which Fre- 
mont made to the Rocky Mountains, in 
1842, Kit Carson was the guide. Lucian 
Maxwell was taken as hunter and Charles 
Russell as topographer. 

Q. Please give some information about 
the large cathedral in Mexico City.— 
M. R. 

A. The Cathedral of the City of , 

Mexico stands on or near the site of the 
Aztec Temple destroyed by Cortez in 
1521. The foundations were laid in 1573 
and the church was finished about 1811. 
It is 460 feet long and the height of its 
towers is 204 feet. 

Q. How should a blanket be dried 
when washed at home?—A. H. 

A. It should be hung outdoors in the 
shade. Do not wring the blanket out 
before hanging. Put the blanket evenlv 
over the line, one-half on each side. U 
it has striped borders hang so that the 
stripes are vertical, so that color will 
not run into the blanket. When the 
blanket is dry. brush with a clean, stiff 
brush or whisk broom to raise the nap. 

Q. How did the pointer and setter 
breeds of dogs originate?—G. McM. 

A. It is not definitely known exactly 
when the pointer and setter breeds of 
dogs originated. The pointer is directly 
related to the old Spanish pointer, which 
is known to have been in existence as 

early as 1600 AD., a time before the 
advent of quick-firing guns. It is a 

popular belief that the English setter is * 

either descended from the spaniel family 
or that both it and the spaniels are of 
common origin. The Irish setter dates 
back over several centuries to a period 
preceding the invention of the fowling 
piece. It is interesting to note that 
the attitudes assumed by the pointer and 
setter when marking down birds are mere 
modifications of the behavior of a wolf 
when aware by scent or sight of the 
near proximity of game. 

Q. Can plastics be made from saw- 
dust?—C. S. 

A. The Forest Products Laboratory at 
Madison, Wise., has developed a process 
of converting sawdust into a molding ■" 

powder with plastic properties. The 
powder is hot-pressed in molds to form 
sheets, disks or other shapes having 
high density, good body and a glossy 
surface. 

A Rhyme at Twilight 
By 

Gertrude Brooke Hamilton 

A Far Cry. 
Reach your hand to me, my friend, 

For today I need It. 
Grief and I together wend; 
Your handclasp may courage lend. 

Do I have to plead it? 

Is it hard to understand 
Why I walk with sorrow 

With May flowering the land? 
Friend. I need go hand-in-hand 

As I face tomorrow. 

of fresh loans to Italy because she is 
officially in default to the United States, 
but it might be possible for II Duce to 

patch up a profitable deal with Yankee 
oil companies or other industrial inter- 
ests in quest of concessions in Haile 
Selassie’s late realm. The Fascists are 
certain that there’s gold, oil copper, 
platinum and other hidden wealth ta 
them thar hills. 

(Ooenukt IMS.) 
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