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New Walk Light Believed 
Aid for Safe Crossing 

Success of Latest Traffic Device, However, 
Depends Upon Individual Co-operation. 

Auto Industry Keeping Active. 

By G. Adams Howard. 

PEDESTRIANS 
at last have been given a chance. That is they have 

been given an opportunity to cross an intersection in safety if thej 
care to do so. If they do not wish to cross the street in the manner 
prescribed with the mstallation of the new walk light, nothing much 

can be done about it. 
Subsequent arrests may follow, but that will do little to make the jay- 
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to avail himself or herself of the 
newest tiaffic device for pedestrian 
safety. Some people may resent the 
Idea of being regulated in the same 
way a small child does not like to be 
told not to do something. But in both 
cases the control is in the interest of 
protection against possible harm. 

The walk light at Twelfth and F 
streets is not only new here. It is new 

in the United States. Its equipment 
was produced in the District shop of 
the Traffic Department, under the 
supervision of William A. Van Duzer 

and other traffic employes. If the 
plan works well other similar signs will 
be made for other intersections. 

The first day t>f operation, last 

Wednesday, appeared to be successful. 
True it was a bit perplexing to those 
who came upon the light for the first 

time. But the able work of four police- 
men on duty there proved all that was 
needed. Nearly every one wanted to 

co-operate and there was no serious 

congestion at any time. The timing of 
the liehts may have to be changed, 
but that Is all. 

Observing the arrows at the inter- 
section is most necessary. Crossing the 
street on the side designated must be 
done to avoid congestion. Pedestrians 
must keep to the right in crossing to 
avoid bumping into each other. Care 
should be taken not to start to cross 

near the end of the walk light period, 
or the walker will find himself strand- 

ed. Autos and street cars must be care- 

ful in stopping back of the cross-walk. 
However, the lights are new, and too 
much must not be expected. Practice 
makes perfect. Try to think of it as 

a game, a game of safety, and all will 
be all right. 

The Star feels deserving of some 
credit in the adoption of the latest 
Eafety measure. During its safety cam- 

paign it advocated a special light for 

■walkers, believing that at that time 
the pedestrians did not have really a 

fair chance to get across in safety. 
The proposal w as taken up with the 

tramc director, wno at nrst was some- 

what skeptical. But, being fair-minded, 
and at all times interested in any plan 
to increase safety on the streets of the 
National Capital, he agreed to give it 
a fair trial. 

The light is- on trial. It is entirely 
up to the walkers whether it will suc- 

ceed or not. Pedestrians have no reg- 
ulations on the sidewalks. Motorists 
have at all times. Motorists are cau- 
tioned not to hurry. Start earlier, but 
do not rush. It is better to arrive at 

your destination a few minutes late, 
but safe. 

Pedestrians now have a chance to 
cross in safety if they co-operate. Do 

your part now in making Washington 
a safer city. 

Congress last week passed the bill 
cf Senator King, chairman of the Dis- 
trict Senate Committee, to provide for 
the revokation or suspension of driv- 
ing permits of those violating traffic 
laws here who have license plates from 
outside States. The President is ex- 

pected to sign it. It is a good and 
fair law that should have been in 
force long ago. 

Ill winds sometimes blow good. The 
recent antics of a certain member of 

Congress probably aided greatly in the 
quick passing *of the law at this time. 

New model time still is many 
months away in the plans of the mo- 

tor car industry, according to the As- 
sociated Press, but already trade cir- 
cles are buzzing with gossip of what 
will go into the consumer appeal of 
the 1937 types. 

Operations of the industry during 
the last year have been considerably 
more profitable than any since 1929 
and on the basis of the income level 
established the trade expects next 

year’s models to embrace more note- 
worthy mechanical changes than have 
any of the annual introductions for 
nearly a decade. 

Secrecy, as usual, surrounds the ac- 
tivity of the engineering division con- 

cerning coming innovations. There is, 
however, a general conviction through 
the trade that radical departures im- 
pend in clutch and transmission as- 
semblies as well as in the body de- 
sign of numerous models. Discussion 
in engineering circles suggests that 
several manufacturers are giving seri- 
ous thought to accomplishing the 
wider body objective by eliminating or 
sharply curtailing the width of con- 
ventional running boards. 

Some producers also are studying the 
possibilities of providing more front 
seat space by removing the gear shift 
and emergency brake from the center 
of the front compartment. In some 
models the hand brake may be 
switched to the dash or instrument 
board and if this is done it is more 
than likely the gear shift throttle also 
will be removed from its present posi- 
tion in the center of the front floor 
board. 

With continued favorable weather 
Ind an unabated demand for new au- 
tomobiles and trucks, production in 
automobile plants this week Is being 
sustained at approximately the sfeme 
rate as during the week ended May 
8. says Automotive Daily News in its 
mid-week survey. The figure for this 
week for the entire industry is ex- 

pected to reach 116,722 units against 
11 i.ai i in tne previous week. 

Employment In Detroit plants dur- 
ing the first six months of 1936 model 
production has been maintained at an 
unusually steady pace, with fluctua- 
tions being confined to a margin of 
less than 20,000 workers. As a result, 
the average earnings are well above 
anything that workers have enjoyed 
In the past several years. 

Sales during May are holding up 
well, with the combined registrations 
of cars and trucks during the month 
estimated at 425,000 units against an 
estimate of 400,000 for April. Pre- 
liminary reports of April registrations, 
which include complete returns from 
eight States, which show a total of 
68,157 passenger cars and 10,519 
trucks, against 52,615 passenger cars 
and 8,028 trucks in the same States* 
last year, indicate a total of between 
345.000 and 350,000 new passenger 
cars and 55,000 to 60,000 trucks, says 
Automotive Daily News. If this later 
estimate on trucks proves correct, 
Automotive Daily News points out, 
April will have set a new high mark 

in truck registrations in the historj 
of the industry. The best previous 
month was in July, 1929, when 57,941 
units were registered. These figures 
of course, are very incomplete anc 
later returns may change the picture 

Further impetus to May sales is 
seen by Automotive Daily News in thi 
announcement Tuesday by the Fore 
Motor Co., that discounts to dealen 
had been increased from 22 to 24 pei 
cent on passenger cars. This is thi 
first move of this kind the companj 
has made since 1931, when discount! 
were upped from 20 to 22 per cent 
The change will not affect retail sell- 
ing prices and will not extend to com- 
mercial cars, on which the discount 
will remain at 22 per cent. Inquirie; 
among the chief competitors of Fore 
do not indicate that any similar actior 
W contemplated by other plants at thii 
time. 

It seems highly probable now, say! 
Automotive Daily News, that the pres- 
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in during the early part of March, wii: 
continue until well into July. Witt 
the first half of May over the dam anc 

no let down apparent, it is hoped thal 
the second half of the month will fol- 
low the usual trend and outstrip th< 
first half. June also is looked to as s 

good month, due to purchases which 
are expected to result from the pay- 
ment of soldiers’ bonuses during thal 
month. 
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Using Too Light Motor Oi 
Will Make Consumption 

Unnecessarily High. 
BY FREDERICK G. RUSSELL. 
Some of the used cars may not 

have been in the flood, but they cer- 

tainiy look as if they had been or 
the Ark. 

It was to be expected that motor- 
dom would go to extremes with light 

ting of parts in modern engines 
lighter oils are needed to reach vital 
parts in sufficient quantities to be ef- 
fective, but the tendency lately ha! 
been to use oil that is too light eithei 
for the climate in which the car is 
used or for the speed at which it ii 
operated. The result is that oil con- 

sumption is going up and too many 
motorists are having carbon trouble. 

It is significant that the latest in- 
structions from the car makers call 
for the use of 40 S. A. E. grade oil 
in warm weather for a number of en- 

gines. Oil of 20 S. A. E. grade is 

being used only for breaking in and 
for lower temperatures. Some of the 
engines should be broken in with 30 
S. A. E. grade oil. The manufac- 
turers obviously are urging a trend 
back to normal in lubrication. It is 
an important point to watch this 
coming Summer. 

All is not economical that looks 
cheap, according to those who are 

pointing out a fallacy in the present 
wave of offering cars on a surprising- 
ly low monthly paying basis. The 
truth of the matter is that the less 
a motorist pays for her car per month 
the more the car costs her eventually. 
This is a matter of simple arithmetic. 
Spreading out the balance due on a 

car simply increases the carrying 
charges. It seems like a bargain, but 
the low monthly charge is the most 
expensive way to buy. 

Putting it another way, the most 
economical plan of buying is to pay 
as much as possible as the down 

payment and to make the monthly 
payments as high as possible. That 
cleans up the matter in shorter time, 
saves interest. 

That insatiable desire—trying to 
find out how fast the car will go— 
can be reduced to far safer levels if 
the motorist will work it out by a 
reliable formula instead of wasting 
gasoline, oil and tires in proving 
something that is relatively unimpor- 
tant. It is an easy matter to find out 
how fast the car can go mathematic- 
ally. Here is the formula: 

First determine from the specifica- 
tions of the car the top speed of the 

engine. Multiply this engine speed 
per minnute by the diameter in inches 
of the rear wheel. Then multiply 
this total by .002974. Divide this 
final figure by the rear axle reduc- 
tion ratio. That is, if the ratio is 
4 to 1, divide the total by 4. 

Discarding a spark plug that is fir- 
ing properly may seem like wasting 
money, but it often saves the owner 
in improved efficiency. A plug can 
be of the wrong heat type, thus pre- 
igniting the fuel and causing con- 
tinuous detonation on acceleration 
and in hill climbing. Or the plug 
may leak. Plugs frequently allow gas 
to escape, especially between the in- 
sulator and the steel shell. 17118 low- 
ers compression and makes for un- 
even firing. 
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Driver - - - 
Can You ^ 

Answer This • 

A. A. A. TRAFFIQUIZ. 
(Check in right space.) 

1. Given good roads and good 
brakes, what is the distance required 
to bring your car to a stop from 40 
miles an hour after the brakes have 
been applied: 

a ( ) 20 feet 
b ( ) 40 feet 
c ( ) 80 feet 

2. Where are most pedestrians killed 
while crossing the street? 

a ( ) In the middle of the 
street 

b ( ) During the first few 
steps from the curb 

c ( ) When the person is al- 
most across the street 

3. What is the principal function of 
schoolboy safety patrols? 

a ( ) To direct vehicular traf- 
fic. 

b ( ) To train future traffic 
officers 

f* ( \ TVs Wlfifaoi 

crossing streets 
4. When walking along a rural high- 

way with no sidepath, what should 
you do? 

a ( ) Walk to the right, 
b ( ) Walk to the left, facing 

traffic 
e ( ) Walk in the middle of 

the road in a position to dodge 
either way 

5. Or what day of the week do most 
automobile fatalities occur? 

a ( ) Pridry 
b ( ) Saturday 
c ( ) Sunday 

Answers to Traffiquiz. 
1. (e) 2. (b) 3. (c) 4. (b) 5. (c) 

Army Air Corps Reserve 
Encouraged by Congress 

Activities to UDtain tfenents tor unit Mailed 
Fine New Training Planes Are 

to Be Available. 
By Joseph S. Edgerton. 

T OCAL Amy Air Corns Reserve officers, encouraged bv compressions 

L activity in behalf of the Reserve and by the anticipated delivery thi 
Summer of new general-purpose training airplanes described as “th 
finest ever built” for the purpose, are looking forward to brighter am 

more active days for the 409th Attack Squadron, the Reserve unit based a 
Bolling Field. 

Legislation now on the congressional calendars provides for extends 
active duty for a large number of.j»- 
Reserve Dilots, authorize flvine nav for 

Reserve officers while training am 
for hospitalization of Reserve officer 
Injured in line of duty and for suppor 
of their families in event of death. 

The pending legislation, if enacted 
would put the Army Reserve on mucl 
the same status as the Navy am 

Marine Corps Aviation Reserves, botl 
of which have had the benefit of bet 
ter congressional support in the pas 
than the Army Air Reserve. 

Bolling Field is scheduled to receivi 
three of the 90 BT-9 North Americ&i 
basic training airplanes now on ordei 
for the Air Corps. Forty-five of thesi 
airplanes are to go to the Air Corpi 
Training Center at Randolph Field 
Texas, and the other 45 will be uset 
for Reserve training throughout thi 
country. 

The BT-9 now Is undergoing testi 
at the Materiel Division. Wright Field 
Ohio, and local Reserve officers re- 

port that it is shaping up as the besi 
airplane of the kind yet produced. Ai 
delivered here, it is understood, thi 
BT-9 will have the rear cockpi' 
equipped with machine-gun mount s< 
that it may be used either for free- 
gunnery or for aerial photography 
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j serving eitner ror auac* ior ooserva 

! tlon training. 
The new ships will cruise at 14 

miles per hour and are expected t 
have a maximum speed of 180 mile; 
It is understood. They are low-win 
monoplanes. The first of these ne- 

ships may reach Bolling Field by Jul 
1 1, local Reserve officers have heard. 

The series of monthly instructio 
conferences for the local Air Reserv 
closed during the past week, the fin* 

1 meeting being devoted to a review c 
1 the year's course. 

The local Reserve pilots, unde 
1 command of Maj. Roy E. Whiteheac 
1 commanding officer of the 409th an 

chief of the Medical Section of th 
Bureau of Air Commerce, are com 

1 pleting preparations for the annua 
two weeks of active duty at Langle 
Field, Va. For the first time in loca 
Reserve history, the local officers wil 
take this duty in two groups; the firs 
July 5-19 and the second, July 19 
August 2. One group will includ 
bombardment and observation pilot 
and the other pursuit and attaci 

i pilots. 
Maj. Whitehead has been informe 

that the local Reserve officers wh 

r a m 

were checked out last year on the old- 
type Keystone bombardment airplanes 
at Langley Field will be permitted 
this year to check out on the new 

, high-speed Douglas bombardment 
1 ships, making another high light for 

the 1936 training season. 

AN INTERESTING luncheon meet- 
• ing of the Aero Club of Washing- 

ton has been arranged for Tuesday 
as a preliminary to the departure of 
national aviation leaders from Wash- 
ington late Tuesday afternoon by 
steamboat for Langley Field, Va„ for 
the annual engineering conference of 

1 the National Advisory Committee for 
s Aeronautics. 
s The luncheon, at 12:30 p.m., in the 
i Mayflower Hotel, is expected to bring 
t together mo6t of the conference dele- 

gates who will attend the first Lang- 
1 ley Field session Wednesday. The 
_ speaker will be Igor 8ikorsky, de- 

signer and builder of the famous fly- 
ing boats and amphibians bearing his 
name. Sikorsky will speak on “Trans- 

D Atlantic Flying." He is equipped to 
0 discuss the topic as an authority, 
i, It is on his drafting boards and in 
1 his plant that the giant flying boats 
v necessary for the ocean service are 

y being formed. 
Presentation of official Federation 

l Aeronautlque Internationale certifl- 
e cates for breaking international rec- 
1 ords will be made to Benjamin King, 
f local sportsman pilot who during the 

past year has brought eight world 
r records to the United States: Capt. 

Albert W. Stevens and Capt. Orvil 
1 A. Anderson, Army Air Corps, com- 
» mander and pilot of the Army Air 

Corps-National Geographic Society 
1 stratosphere balloon. Explorer II; 
f Lieut. Comdr. Knefler McGinnis, 
1 commander of the Navy flying boat 
1 which established a world seaplane 
t distance record, and Daniel Brimm 

of Long Island, who flew with JBen 
; King on one of his record trials. 
i 
c p>ERMANENT organisation of a local 

glider group to replace the de- 
1 fund Washington Glider Club is to 
> be undertaken at a meeting of local 

! gliding and soaring pilots and others 
! interested in the sport at 8 p.m. Tues- 
day In the headquarters of the Na- 
tional Aeronautic Association, Riggs 
Bank Building, Dupont circle. 

The meeting follows a preliminary 
session last month, at which some 20 
local enthusiasts were present, among 
them the owners of four gliders or 

soaring planes, the nucleus for a 

really active organization. Don M. 
Hamilton of Washington and Gus 
Haller of Pittsburgh, both directors 
of the Soaring Society of America, 
participated in the meeting and Ham- 
ilton is expected to take an active 
part in the work of the new club. 

The club will receive and act upon 
reports from Committees on Con- 
stitution and Nominations at Tues- 
day evening's session. Ed H. Young, 
pioneer local aviation enthusiast, who 
acted as chairman at the preliminary 
meeting, is serving as chairman ex- 
officio of both committees. Members 
of the Nominating Committee are 

Lloyd Fish, Lawrence Thompson and 
Miss Beatrice Rau. Members of the 
Constitutional Committee are Arthur 
Eisele, Herbert Gookins, Lloyd Fish, 
Beatrice Rau and De Witt Thorne. 

rjLfHILE the United States, with some 

$25,000,000 worth of airship fa- 
cilities standing idle, weighs the pros 
and cons of the dirigible, Germany, 
with two giant airships in regular 
trans-Atlantic service, has begun work 
on a third, the LZ-130 and is reported 
to have raised funds for a fourth, the 
LZ-131. 

Harrassed by debt, embarrassed by 
foreign embargoes and peace-pact 
barricades, struggling with internal 
difficulties. Germany, nevertheless, is 
able to continue the airship progress 
which she began long before the World 
War and to blaze commercial air 
transport trails across the North and 
South Atlantic, while every other na- 
tion stands helpless. 

For the operation of her ships she 
has a splendid group of airship officers 
who have beep in the airship game, 
for the most part, since World War 
days. At one time, it was reported, 

the Graf Zeppelin was In charge of 
a stall of officers every one of whom 
had been a war-time dirigible com- 
mander. They are specialists of a 
high order and they work uninterrupt- 
edly at their Jobs, building up an ex- 
perience and training which cannot be 
approached in any other nation. 

Amid the countless columns of news 

concerning the first American trip of V 
the Hindenburg, there are some inter- 

esting items which have escaped gen- 
eral attention. 

One is the fact that this airship 
has a sonic altimeter which indicates 
true altitude above ground or water. 
There is a device which, by means of 
compressed air, generates a high- 
pitched whistle or squeak. The sound 
is directed downward and the echo 
from the earth’s surface is caught by * 
a microphone, recorded and translated 
into a true altitude reading automati- 
cally In the control car. It is said 
that, owing to construction of the 
sound source, the original sound is 
scarcely audible to passengers in their 
quarters, but the echo is quite dis- 
tinct. The principle of the Hinden- 
burg’s sonic altimeter is nothing new. 
Similar devices are used regularly for 
ocean soundings and have been erry 
ployed in this country for aircraft, ex- 
perimentally. Although many lives J, have been lost as a result of airplane* 
running into rising ground or moun- 
tains in thick weather, however, such 
devices are not yet applied in generat * 

practice. 
Despite the fact that the Hinden- 

burg is hydrogen-inflated, there is a 
i smoking room aboard for passengers. 
: It is entered through air-tight dcuble 
doors. The air pressure in this com- 

partment is kept higher than that 
outside so that in case a leak de- 
velops in the room, the flow will be 
outward and no hydrogen can be 
sucked in to create an explosive mix- 
ture. 

The propellers on the four 1.200- 
horsepower oil-burning Diesel engines 

j are reversible and may be used as air- 
brakes when landing. 
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United Motors Sorvico 

CREEL BROTHERS 
Mil 14- ST-N.W"-DEf»„» 4220 

OLDSMOBILE 
SIXES & EIGHTS 

NOW 
Immediate Delivery 

All Models 

L. P. Steuart, Inc. 
1401 14th St. N.W. DEc. 4800 
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Check Oldsmobile in action 
through a thrilling trial drive! 

Check Oldsmobile against other cars 

by the simple Compar-o-graph 
method! Make this two-way test 
of value and you will get double 
proof of this fact: Oldsmobile, at 

its definitely low price, is an extra- 
value car! Your trial drive will 
convince you of Oldsmobile’s 
smoother, livelier power . . Olds- 
mobile’s superior riding comfort... 
Oldsmobile’s extraordinary handling 
ease Oldsmobile’s complete 
provisions for safety. Your Compar- 
o-graph test will show you that 
Oldsmobile—with its Knee-Action 
Wheels, Super-Hydraulic Brakes, 

Solid-Steel “Turret-Top” Body by 
Fisher and a host of additional engi- 
neering advancements — excels in 

modem, fine-car features. “Drive 
and Compare” before you buy any 
new car and your choice will be Olds- 
mobile — low in price, high in value 
and economical to own and operate* 

• THE SIX* •THE EIGHT* 

*665 • *810 
Sixes $665 and up Eight* $810 and up, 
list at Lansing. Safety CJaaa standard equip- 
ment all around. Special accessory groupa 
extra. The car illustrated ia the Six-Cylinder 
Touring Sedan, $820 list. A General Motors 
Value. Monthly Payments to suit your purse. 
GENERAL MOTORS INSTALMENT PLAN 7%e- Car that Itas &,eriftlu4Uji 

L. P. STEUART, INC. 
1401 14th St. N.W. 

Community Motors, Inc. 
SMI Wta. A vs* Chevy Chase, Md. 

v 

/< 

POHANKA SERVICE 
11?S 20th St. N.W. 

Service Garage 
Fairfax, Va. 

I 

WISCONSIN MOTORS, INC 
3110 M St. N.W. 

CAPITOL CADILLAC CO. 
1222 22nd St. N.W. 

L P. STEUART, INC., N. E. BRANCH 
620 H St. N.E. 

• o 

Olmste&d Motor Co., lac. 
Wilson Blvd. and Chle St., Clarendon, Va. 

* 

Lnstine-Nieiiolsoii Motor Co. Horn Motors, Inc. 
HyattorfUe, Md. Herndon, Va. 

Mann Motor*, Inc. 
•119 Georgia Ave, Silver Spring, M<L 


