
Busses Losing 25 Pet. of Time 

In Delays at Traffic Lights 
Transit Company Engineers Reach 

Conclusion After Study of Condi- 
tions on Thirteenth Street. 

This is the twelfth of a series of 
articles dealing with the mass 

transportation problem in Wash- 
ington. 

BV JOHN H. CLINE. 
Busses running on Thirteenth street 

from Massachusetts avenue to E 
street lose an average of about 25 
per cent of their operating time as a 

result of being held up by traffic 
lights. 

This conclusion has been reached 

by engineers for the Capital Transit 

Co., who have been making a study 
of the part played by traffic lights 
in the mass transportation problem 
here. 

The Thirteenth street study is the 
first of its kind made in this section 
of the country. 

We realize that we have been a 

little slow getting into this traffic 
light situation," William B. Bennett, 

4 assistant to the president of the com- 

pany, said, "but since the lights figure 
so prominently in our business we 

think it is up to us to see if any 
means of improving the traffic condi- 
tions can be devised. 

Private Cars Mainly Considered. 
“In arranging light cycles ih the 

past, principal consideration has been 

given the requirements of private 
automobiles. This, in our opinion, is 
not right, since large busses and street 
cars carry on the average 30 times 
as many passengers as private cars. 

We believe the interests of the great 
majority of the public would be served 
better if more consideration were 

given the needs of the mass trans- 

portation vehicles in traffic light 
operation.” 

John B. Ecker, jr., one of the two 
engineers matiing me siuu). iwuuu 

average bus time for the trip during 
the morning rush period is 4 min- 
utes and 38 seconds. The average 
time of a private automobile for the 
trip, a distance of about 3.200 feet, 
is 3 minutes and 3 seconds. 

Northbound busses during the 
morning rush period lose 25 per cent 

of their operating time while waiting 
for traffic lights on the section of 
Thirteenth street covered by the sur- 

vey. During the midday period, the 
lights account for 22 per cent of the 

operating time and 25 per cent during 
■ the evening rush. 

30 Per Cent Lost in Morning. 
Southbound, they lose 30 per cent 

of their time during the morning 
rush. 23 per cent during the midday 
period and 25 per cent in the evening 
rush. 

These percentages are all averages, 
the tests having disclosed that actual 
time lost ranged from 19 per cent 

to 36 per cent. 
Ecker said they had not as yet 

determined the effect of the lights 
on private automobiles, but they have 
found that busses are stopped more 

frequently by the red lights. 
The study has shown, however, 

that the average? northbound speed of 
an automobile during the morning 
rush period is 16.7 miles per hour, and 
the average southbound speed is 
12.6 miles per hour. The correspond- 
ing times for busses are 10.4 miles 
northbound and 8.3 miles southbound 

These operating times are based 
on calculations excluding lost time 
attributable to traffic lights. 

During the evening rush, the busses 
average 7.8 miles an hour on the 
northbound trip and 9.8 miles south- 
bound. 

The slower operating time in the 
evening, Ecker said, is due to the 
fact that about 15 per cent of the 
people who come downtown during 
the midday remain there until the 
evening rush starts, and have to be 
transported to their homes along with 
those who make the daily morning and 

evening trips. 
Xot Xear Recommendations. 

Ecker said the study has not pro- 
gressed to the point where the com- 

pany can make any specific recom- 
mendation for changes In the light 
cycles. 

It is believed, however, that a 
change in the timing of the lights 
will result in a decrease in the time 
lost by busses and street cars through- 
out the city. 

During the last three years the 
company has made remarkable gains 
In the number of passengers carried, 
but so far as its net profits are con- 
cerned, these gains have been offset 
by increases in operating expenses. 
The principal factor in the rise of 
operating expenses is a substantial in- 
crease in the pay of the company 
trainmen and bus operators and the 
employment of some 700 additional 
men to handle the extra business. 

The operators are paid on an hourly 
basis, a circumstance which is spur- 
ring the company to unusual efforts In 
their- attempt to increase operating 
speeds. Although, the 25 per cent 
figure will not hold good In less con- 
gested sections of the city, the com- 
pany officials believe that the total 
time lost by stops at traffic lights 
accounts for a very substantial portion 
of their total pay roil. If some means 
of reducing this loss of time can be 
found, it will enable the company to 
render its present service with a 
smaller pay roll. This will not mean 
a reduction in the total number of 
men employed, according to com- 
pany officials, for it is believed future 
increases in business would neccesitate 

the retention of all employes now in 
service. 

Lights Cause "Bunching." 
Any reduction in operating time 

also would Improve the service from 
the viewpoint of the riding public, 
since fewer breaks in headway would 
occur. If a bus misses a light, it is 
apt to be overtaken by one or more 
additional busses before it is able 
to resume its trip. * 

This is a factor in the “bunching" of 
busses, since passengers seem dis- 
posed to get on the first bus that 
comes along, regardless of how 
crowded the tardy vehicle may be. 

Observers h^ve found that in numer- 
ous cases the first bus in a group will 
be crowded to the ‘doors, wtyle the 
second bus: bound for the same des- 
tination and only a few seconds 
behind its predecessor, will be com- 
paratively empty. 

If these busses could maintain the 
proper spacing, their passenger loads, 
theoretically at least, would be even- 

ly distributed, resulting in greater 
comfort to the passengers. 

We think the traffic lights, so far 
as possslble, should be adjusted to 
the requirements of mass transporta- 
tion vehicles,” Bennett said. 

Yours For 
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This 50c 
Can of 

Steeicofej 
Coupon Worth 33? 
on Any Size Can of Fa- 
mous Rubberizing Enamel 
Timed for spring painting comes 
this generous get-acquainted offer 
by the makers of the famous Steel- 
cote Rubber Enamel. Steelcote is 
the amateur painter’s delight, as 
it dries to a porcelain-like finish 
in a few hours with no brush 
mark, streak, or lap. Rubberize 
and brighten up your car, your 
furniture, your kitchen or your 
bathroom. Your local Steelcote 
hardware, paint, or auto accessory 
store will cash the coupon below. 

THIS COUPON WORTH 33p 
| For 10 diyj only, this coupon filled in with your I 
| name and addrr«s is good tor 33* on the purchase of ! 
| any «;e can of Steelcote Rubber Enamel at a Stccicotc I 
j de-ler. Only one coupon to a cuatomer. 

| Name________ I 
| Addiisj______ 
I 
I 

DISTRIBUTED BY 

CREEL BROS. 
1811 14tti St. N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The rubber in Steelcote 
gives it almost unbeliev- 
able wearing power. A 
Steelcote rubberized fin- 
ish resists bumps and jolts 
—defies acids, heat, cold, 
and moisture. 
StmcOTz M*c. Company,St. Louis Maw 

Dependable 

WATERPROOFING 
O. D. WILSON CO., INC. 

WATERPROOHNG ENGINEERS 
1249 Wisconsin Ave. N.W 

WEST 0080 WALNUT 1801 
BhiSHHHHHBHBHHHHHHHBHBHHHHiBMi 

Adjustable ^ h n 

Net Curtains Hrfe 
40"x2\i yd*. 8 n H 
Nine Colors 

0.50 pf- 

SLIP mSe 
COVERS aj»;B 
Made-to-Order 
2- Pc. set 18.95 5 ! ! 
3- Pc. set 22.95 2 j = ■ = 

McDev*tts =L!t 
1314 G Stlairfr 

THESE STORES SELL STEELCOTE 
sarasSeSr*. Ri°^. Kfcrlc John T. Moss A Co. SjdKS "Hoad 'Ud 41W K St. N.W. |ndL*"p"f»d- Md- 
Goo. B. Stevens LL,k!i Sd S7.VS Nichols Ave. S.E. OottWJJr« X-" Petworth Hardware Co. Owini.Md 8JI Upshur St. N.W. A Fair'chMrt Croastown Auto Supply n.iIf tB. Mi » 1801 Fonrternth St. N.W namastui. Md. > 

Corr's Bicycle A Snort Store TikOTa'park n C SS3.N Illinois Ave. N.W. ?f 
*^f-tUMy«?*rv1wre C°’ Carroll A Tulip Are*.. 
n » iJili.V.Takoma Park, Md. 
Rr'hrir’Im Vfrf 

fiar*C# W ?rrfnt»n Car Storage 
Brown Bros. Garaca Xokmilffilntft r- 
;?LDs7rY„e'Y<V.r,r. &S5: !!SpT.T ro- 

* Laytpaavillo. Md. SfEJESS. Va. j 

Thanks to the hundreds of you who visited my Grand Opening 
—thanks for the many orders you gave me for the 1936 Hud* 
sons and Terraplanes—and for the good wishes of all of you. 

And “Thanks” is patting it mildly! It is hard to tell all you 
friends and neighbors how much I appreciated the wonderful 
success you made of my “open house.” 

Believe me, if I was strong for these new Hudsons and 
Terraplanes before—and you can be sure I was—I am stronger 
than ever for them now. 

a "Hil" with Everyone 
I never saw so much real interest as was aroused by the extra 
style and extra value offered by the 1936 Hudsons and Terra- 

I planes! I was sure you’d all be impressed by such exclusive 
features as Radial Sajety Control (patent applied for), by a 

body all of steel, with seamless roof of solid steel; by the 
extra-value features I’m listing at the right! I knew you’d be 
delighted with the Electric Hand—the modern way to drive « 
car—without ever taking your hands from the wheel. Front 
floor space is clear of gear and brake levers, so three can ride 
in comfort in front (Electric Hand optional at small extra cost.) 

But—111 admit that I was amazed at the real buying interest 
that so many of you showed. I can’t remember a busier or 
more enjoyable day in all my years in the automobile business. 

Robert F. Fleming 
FLEMING MOTOR CORF. 

Champlain St. at Kalorama Road 

SEE THESE GREAT 
NEW FEATURES! 

• 

RADIAL SAFETY CONTROL (patent applied for)— 
a wholly new principle makes riding, steering and 
stopping safer than ever before. 

DUO-AUTOMATIC HYDRAULIC BRAKES (patent 
applied for)—the first hydraulics with a separate 
safety braking system that takes hold automatically 
in emergencies. 

RHYTHMIC RIDE—long, gentle, “natural rhythm” 
springs are free for the first time from steering 
and braking strains. 

^ 

THU-LINE STEERING—the car holds its direction 
steadily, unaffected by spring action, braking or 
road conditions. 

;,V 17 I 
* I 

$595 sod up for Tsrraplane (88 or 100 horsepower, 
115-inch wheelbase); $710 for Hudson Six (93or 100 
horsepower, 120-iach wheelbase); $760 for Hudson 
Eight (113 or 124 horsepower, 120 and 127-inch 
wheelbase). List prioes f. o. b. Detroit. Standard 

group of accessories extra. 

SAVI-wWi th# mw HUDSON *C LT 6* Tim# 
Payment Plan ... low monthly payments. 

Jl Special Invitation to Those 
Who Couldn't Como 

Now, just a word to those of you who have not yet been able to 
come in. Please accept a special invitation to visit my show* 
room soon. I want to give you a chance to drive one of these 
ears and make up your own mind. I’ll be expecting you soon. 

FLEMING MOTOR CORPORATION 
Champlain St. at Kalorama Road 
Just East of ISth — Just North of V St. N.W. 

Telephons Columbia 1020 
r— -r -P-:—*-*,- 

y [VrORES^fini^ ^ Day Outing or at Home j 

I-—— 
——I 

^TO MATTER how you plan to spend your Decoration Day Holiday, ■ 

i.^1 good, wholesome Food will be essential—and your convenient 
American Store has an ample stock ready for you. Here are listed many 
reminders for your picnic or for stocking your pantry for visitors. 
You’ll save by Marketing American this week end—it’s wise to shop 

Where Quality Counts and Your Money Coes Furthest 

All American Stores Will Close Sot. (Decoration Day) at 1 P.M. 

I 
Buy Your Meat Where Quality Counts! 

HAMS 
COOKED 

^ 

Corned Beef 2 "si8'33® I 
Stuffed Olives 2-oz. bot. 10c 7T” ”7 I a 
Cocktail Cherries s-o.- bat. | Oc 
Potted Meats 2 No- '* cans 9e i ■ 

Princess Paper Napkins Pke- 5c V*OKCS OHCJ 
Princess Waxed Paper Pke- 5c C*vnr\te 
Sterno Canned Heat 3 cans 25c V*raCKerS 

Princess Mustard pint jar i()c ft S 
OSCO Chili Sauce bot. i9e 1 pkgs. JJC 
Gulden's Mustard t8-r 12c 

_ 
S 

CAMPFIRE g 

Marshmallows pkg. I 5® jj 
Ritz Crackers large p*g. 23c § MAJESTIC Chip Boskets each10c S 

1 n I A |f | PC Can Openers *»eh 8c Z 
r I U l\ LLO Acme Marmalade Jar 19c 5 

2 
dSCO Catsup 2 bets. 25c 2 

9 °*. 1 i ft &SCO Pure Preserves 16-ci. jar 17C 2 
j,r* III# OSCQ Tomato Soup can 5c 5 

Dm or sour. s»«t or Ice Cream Salt 4‘Jb- Pk*- 12c Z 
_s'",ft >lixed_ Safety Matches Pke 10c 5 

UNDERWOOD'S 

Deviled Ham 3 R«»’0c 25c | 

5 Whole or Shank Half 12 to 14 Lb. Average 

I 
Tender 

ROUND 
STEAK 

ib. 

UC.L.I1 lUl'S 

Porterhouse ib. 43c 
freshly^groTnp 
Bsef ib. 19c 
BONELESS CBOSS-Ct'T 

Roast ib. 29c 
PRIME RIB 

Roast >b. 27c 

Savory 

SIRLOIN 
STEAK 

(Delicious, 
Toung 

FRYING 
CHICKENS 

,b 33e 

Fancy Steer 

CHUCK 
ROAST loom Kicks pkb 5c 

Koolade; for beverages Pk8 5c 
Hires Root Beer Extract tot. 23c 
5c Candy and Gums 3 for 10c 
45C0 Mints 6 °z- Pk«- 10c 
Salted Peanuts 'z i*3- 10c 
Hershey's Kisses 25c 
(tSCO Grape Juice Pint tot. 15c 
Welch's Grape Juice pint bot. 21c 

R&R $ 
BONED 

CHICKEN 
Reg 49c S can | Lunch Meat Suggestions 

> Briggs Skinless Franks |b- 25c 
Briggs Luxury Loaf W lb- 12c 

< Briggs Pep Pork Roll ,b- 39c 
S Spiced Luncheon Meat ’« ,b- 12c 

i*J Sealed Flavor Boiled Ham » lb- 18c 

Js Briggs Graded Ham Bologna lb- 25c 

$!e!»?ibell Beverages 
625c 

3 quart bots. 25c 
(Plus Bottle Drpoviu 

Rock Creek Beverages 5 

6 V2 25c | 
3 24-oz. bots. 25c 

iPIus Bottle Deposit) 

I 
FANCY FRESH FISH 

Fancy Croakers-2 ib 15c 
Fresh Boston Mackerel-- ih. 12'be 
Fresh Sea Bass-ib. 15c 
Sliced Halibut Steak_lb- 27c 
Clams <in the shell)_dot. 25c 
Fresh Butterfish_ib. 15e 

FRESH TROUT 
ib 10c 

FRESH FILLET OF 

HADDOCK 
ib 17c 

PRIM PASTRY 

FLOUR 12 39c 
Delicious 2-Loyer 

PINEAPPLE CAKES 
each 35c 

15c Qualify Crisp 

PRETZEL STICKS g 
lb 10c | 

SSOUPS 2 -25° 
Heins Clam Chowder and Consomme, 2 cans, 29c 

HEINZ KETCHUP 2*2P*r 
HEINZ SPAGHETTI 3 - 25c £ 

C Heim Fresh Cucumber Pickles, 23c jar 19c 

America’s Finest Butter Specially Priced 

SWEET CREAM j 
BUTTER 32c 

DERRYDALE CREAMERY BUTTER “• 30c 

IffSOO 
Finest Quality \7c PJ" £ 

Peanut Butter JL Zj 
Ginger Snaps J ,b‘ Zj 

Chateau, American, Pimento 1/ 11 ^p^ 5 

Borden’s Cheese Z**29c I 
si. Cheese »21c 

«asa> PEACHES 2 ";r 27c 
| Calif. Luscious Calif. Peaches 2 ucrA7l 23c 

IHom-de-Lite 
* ot J*r 1 Oc 

a a a • pint Jar 17c 
Salad Dressing *r 29c 

Hom-de-Lite 8 OT- 1 2c 
k A • pint Jar 19C 
Mayonnaise ^ j.r 35c 

Argo Alaska 

Red Salmon 
The Digestible Shortening 

CRISCO £I9< 

12* Macaroni or Spaghetti 
"Heat-Flo" Roasted Coffees 

Victor Coffee <•> 17c 
An excellent Snntoi Mend 

OSCO Coffee » 19c 
Preferred for Its euperlor auslltj 

r’s Joy Coffee »> 23c 
...Ih.Im “different” blend 

FRESH *1 

CANTALOUPES jj I 2 25c || 
SUNKIST LEMONS 6 for 18c 
SUNKIST ORANGES doz. 20c 

_ 
NEW POTATOES »>. 5c 
CALIFORNIA CHERRIES ib. 25c 

Crisp Heads Iceberg Solid Florida Slicing 

LETTUCE TOMATOES 
2 - 15c 2,i' 25» 

Large Golden Ripe 

Bananas 3 ^13° | II "T-ff. i .1 ..aaaa aaaa=a—Jl j 

IBOSCO—the 
3-Food Drink jar 23e 

KNOX-JELL; new dessert 3 pkgs. 19c 

Beech-Nut Drops or Gum 3 pkgs. lOe 
B&M Baked Beans No. 2 can 18c 
OSCO Corn Flakes 3 pkgs. 17c 
Ritter's Tomato Juice 3 10c cans 25c 
Block Flag 1/2-pint can 23e 

Ovaltine 
• The Swiss 

Food Drink 
6-o*. 29c 
can 
14 c 53c 
can 

I 
Seminole 

Toilet Tissue 
4 rolls 25c 

IVORY FLAKES 

3 JS.25c 
Large pkg. 21c 

Get a blank here—30 Pontiac* rwlth 
J .000 (aliens of (as each) riven away. 

BRILLO for Aluminum 

2 15c 
LUX FLAKES 

2 g..i9c 23c 

RINSO iT 21c 
3 reg. pkgs. 23c 

iAs 
You Prefer (Hot or Cold) You’ll Surely Enjoy dSCO Orange Pekoe tea; \^-lb. pkg., 15c 

Tune in the 4SC0 Courtesy Clerk, Prices Effective in Washington 
WBAL, 1060 Kilos., Every Morn• and Vicinity. 5 
in# et 8:65. Get helpful hint* _~~_,_C 


