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President Roosevelt Lights 
Community Tree at 

Dusk Tomorrow. 
With a record flood of Christmas 

mail ebbing back toward normal levels 
and only one more day of grace left 
for belated shoppers, Washington to- 

day turned to final preparations for 
a Yuletide which promises in many 
respects to be one of the gayest since 
the boom days of 1929. 

When President Roosevelt presses 
the button that lights the National 
Community Christmas Tree in Lafay- 
ette Park at dusk tomorrow', he will 
signal to Washington and the Nation 
the official beginning of the national 
observance of the happiest holiday 
in the calendar. It will be the fifteenth 
lighting of the national tree. 

Tree Being Decorated. 
The tree was being decorated today 

nnder direction of C. Marshall Finnan, 
superintendent of National Capital 
Parks, and Albert Clyde Burton, in 

■* charge of recreation in the park sys- 
tem. Sound amplification apparatus 
and a flood-lighting system were being 
installed. 

Chairs were being set out, 700 of 
them for the use of the general pub- 
lic, without tickets, on a first-come, 
first-served basis. All reserved seats 
already have been set aside for Fed- 
eral. District and civic leaders. 

Shortly before noon today a con- 
ference was held between Secret. Serv- 
ice authorities, Lt. Henry Helms of 
the United States Park Police, Maj. 
Ernest W. Brown, superintendent of 
the Metropolitan Police and others to 
make final plans for policing and seat- 
ing arrangements and the getting of 
President Roosevelt's car into the park 
as well as the necessary motor escort. 
Special stands have been constructed 
to facilitate the work of motion pic- 
ture and still camera men and wires 
have been placed underground. 

Although there will be a half hour 
of Christmas music by the Marine 
Band, Capt. Taylor Branson, leader, 
beginning at 4:30 p.m., the ceremony will begin officially at 5 pnt, when 
President Roosevelt and his party will 
arrive at the stand facing the tree, at 
the foot of Sixteenth street. 

After an invocation by the Rev. 
Russell J. Clinchy, pastor of the Mount 
Pleasant Congregational Church. Sen- 

-ator Thomas, Democrat, of Oklahoma 
will open the ceremony. Vernon 
McKinstry, Troop 201, Bov Scouts of 
America, and Betsy Ellen Smith, Troop 68, Girl Scouts, will present greetings 
of the people of Washington to the 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt. 

At 5:10 p.m. the President is to 
press the bu'ton lighting the tree, 
The sound of ringing chimes will be 
carried by radio to all parts of the 
Nation and will be the signal for the 
simultaneous lighting of community trees in thousands of American com- 
munities. Three broadcasting com- 
panies will carry the Lafayette Park 
program. 

The program will close with the 
Christmas message of the President 
to the Nation with the singing of 
carols by 150 choristers of the Schola 
Cantorum of the Interior Department. 
Principal Musician Wmfred Kemp of 
the Marine Band will play the "Can- 
tique de Noel" as a cornet solo. 

The celebration is sponsored by the 
Community Center Department, the 
American Forestry Association and the 
office of the National Capital Parks. 

Salvation Army Parly. 
The largest annual Christmas party 

in the history of the local divi- 
sion of the Salvation Army will be held 
at 2 pm. tomorrow at the 606 E 
street N.W. headquarters. Through 
economies effected in other activities, 
the Salvation Army will be able to 
distribute 750 baskets this year, it 
was announced by Maj. Gilbert' S. 
Decker. 

The Navy Band will play and Cole- 
man Jennings, former Community 
Chest campaign chairman, will speak. 
Brigadier James Asher will act as mas- 
ter of ceremonies and the invocation 
will be pronounced by the Rev. John W 
Rustin, pastor of the Mount Vernon 
Place Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. 

Among the guests‘of honor will be 
Mrs. Daniel S. Roper, wife of the 
Secretary of Commerce; Mrs. Lucille 
Foster McMillin, Civil Service com- 
missioner; Mrs. Claude A. Swanson, 
wife of the Secretary of the Navy: 
Mrs. Cordell Hull, wife of the Secre- 
tary of State; Lady Lindsay, wife of 
the British Ambassador. Sir Ronald 
Lindsay; Miss Katharine Lenroot, head 
of the Children’s Bureau; Dr. William 
L. Darby, secretary’ of the Washington 
Federation of Churches; Mr. and Mrs. 
Sidney F. Taliaferro, Mrs. Eleanor 
Pjatterson. Frank R. Jelleff and the 
Right Rev. James E. Freeman. 

'More than 1.000 children are ex- 

pected to attend the Salvation Army 
children's Christmas party at 6 p.m. 
tf^morrow at the E street headquarters. 
A‘ big Christmas tree has been deco- 
rated and there will be toys and candy 
fAr the youngsters. The Salvation 
Army Divisional Band will play Christ- 
n{as music. 

; 31.SOU Rotary Guests. 
iPlfteen hundred boys, members of 

the five local boys’ clubs, were guests 
ol the Rotary Club at a Christmas 
Pftrty last night in the Central High 
Sehool auditorium. The program 
included entertainment from the 

'etfge of the Capitol Theater, the Club 
Velga Boatmen, and Cocoanut Grove. 
Ttmy Wakeman, Cliff Battles and 
L*ft End Charlie Malone of the Wash- 
ington Redskins also appeared. Music 
wfs provided by the Boys’ police 
Band. The program was in charge 
o< a committee headed by James Lut- 

tef, chairman, with Harry Somerville 
as stage manager: Bruce Allen, mas- 

tej- of ceremonies, and Roland Roo- 

bijis. program chairman. Refresh- 
ments were served. The party was 

limited to boys between the ages of 
6 <and 16 years from the Police Boys' 
Cfeib, Washington Boys’ Club, George- 
town Boys’ Club. Merrick Boys’ Club 
and Northeast Boys’ Club. Buses and 
p{ivate cars brought the boys from 
their clubs to the school and returned 
tliem. 

WThe annual Christmas carol pro- 
gnm of the children’s chorus, under 
tlie auspices of the Council of Social 

Agencies was held at the Library of 
Congress late yesterday afternoon, 
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When It’s Playtime on Beaches Down South 

Left: Miss Violet Lynch wears one of the latest things in the latest. Miss MacGregor's costume consists of royal blue 
three-piece play suits as she doffs the jacket and prepares to satin lastex suit and fishnet shoes, while Miss Meek wears a 
absorb some Florida sunshine at Miami Beach. white lastex suit and "stilt” cork-sole shoes.—A. P. Photos. 

Right: Leontine MacGregor and Margaret Meek, wearing 

| More than 250 children representing 
; 11 groups formed the chorus. They 
were accompanied by members of 

j the Marine Band. The program was 
broadcast over the Columbia network. 

Schools Close Today. 
The District Public Schools close 

today for the holidays, not to reopen 
until January 3. The Community 

j Center Department also will close, 
though several of the individual cen- 
ters have arranged for special holiday 
events. The Community Center Boys' 

, Clubs will be open on th'eir regular 
nights during the holidays. Roosevelt- 
Macfarland Center will be open De- 
cember 27-31 and Central December 

j 27-30, inclusive. 
The Thomson Community Center, 

Twelfth and L streets N.W., will be 
the scene of a party by the Volunteers 
of America at 1'30 p.m. tomorrow, 
at which Secretary of Commerce Roper 

i is expected to be guest of honor. The 
Thomson Center also will be open for 
regular activities Monday and Tuesday. 
Other centers will be closed except 
Birney, open Monday: Deanwood, 
open Tuesday, and Francis, open 
Monday and Thursday. 

A group of 60 boys from the Com- 
munity Center Boys’ Clubs will sing 
carols from a special street car which 
will be routed through the downtown 
shopping district tonight. Frank 
Kadv, leading the young carolers, has 
selected the best voices from each 
club and put them through special 
rehearsals. The car is to leave the 
Lincoln Park car barn at 7 o’clock and 
will travel west over F street into 
Pennsylvania avenue to Washington 
Circle. It will return over G street a 
little before 8 p.m. The car is being 
decorated and lighted by Harold 
Snyder of the Community Center de- 
partment. Its use was donated by 
the Capital Transit Co. 

The annual Christmas party for 
dog inmates of the Washington Pound 
will be held tomorrow. The dogs 
will have their own tree, trimmed with 
bones, hot dogs, puppy biscuits and 
other canine delicacies. 

Party at Monastery Hall. 
The Michigan Park Citizens Asso- 

ciation will hold a Christmas party 
for children of the area at 6:45 o'clock 
this evening in Monastery Hall, Four- 
teenth and Quincy streets N.E. The 
program will include motion pictures, 
juvenile entertainment, feats of magic 
by Harry Baker, numbers by the 
Elks’ Clown Band and community 
singing of carols. Santa Claus will dis- 
tribute gifts and candy to the chil- 
dren. The committee in charge is 
headed by John F. Hillyard. The as- 
sociation will present toys and candy 
to children at St. Gertrude's School 
and the Children's Country Home and 
baskets to needy families in the park. 
The community Christmas tree, at 
Michigan avenue and Twelfth street 
N.E. will be lighted Christmas Eve. 

The Cosmopolitan Club held a 
Christmas luncheon meeting today at 
the Carlton Hotel, at which 100 large 
Christmas baskets were presented for 
distribution to needy families. 

Travelers who reach Washington 
Christmas Eve will And a Christmas 
welcome at the Travelers’ Aid Society 
booth. A Christmas tree has been put 
up and decorated and half-hour pro- 
grams of carols will be sung, beginning 
at 7:45 p.m. tomorrow by the glee 

| clubs of the Y. M. C. A., the Y. W. C. 
A. and the Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co. Station WJSV is to 
broadcast the program locally. Mrs. 
Owen J. Roberts, wife of Associate 
Justice Roberts of the Supreme Court 
and a member of the society’s Board 

: of Directors, is in charge of the pro- 
gram. 

| The central building of the Public 
1 Library and all library agencies will 

be closed all day tomorrow, Saturday 
| and Sunday. No books have been 

charged due December 24, according 
| to Dr. George F. Bowerman. librarian. 
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On New Year eve, December 31, 
the central building and major 
branches will close at 6 p.m., sub- 
branches maintaining regular hours. 
All agencies will be closed New Year 
Day. 

At Georgetown University Hospital 
the neighborhood children were 
entertained yesterday afternoon at a 
Christmas party in the dispensary. 
Santa Claus distributed gifts and 
toys to every child and the numerou: 
babies that came with their older 
brothers and sisters appeared per- 
fectly contented with bottles of milk. 

Sister Rodriguez, superior of the 
hospital, was in charge of arrange- 
ments. She was assisted by Sister 
Laurencita, director of the dispensary ; 
Sister Euphrasia, superintendent of 
the training school and the class 
of student nurses who sang carols 
and kept the children busy. 

Tables were spread in one of 
_ 

the 
rooms where refreshments and lunch- 
eon were served. Friday from 7 to 
10 p.m. the hospital has arranged 
carols and a Christmas party for the 
shut-in patients. 

Gifts for Walter Reed. 
Gifts from Kentucky school chil- 

dren which were packed out of the 
mountains by mule will be distributed 
among veterans at Walter Reed Hos- 
pital. The Junior Red Cross of the 
Henderson Settlement School sent 25 
pounds of hickory nuts and walnuts 
and planned to send a box of holly 
later. 

The settlement school is 20 miles 
from the nearest town, 14 miles from 
the nearest physician and the same 
distance from a telephone. Mrs. W. 
E. Cissna, a Red Cross nurse in 
Frakes, Ky., who formerly lived in 
Washington and often visited Walter 

$250 Dividend for Each Voter 
Is Proposed by Bonus Santa 

Br the Associated Press. 

AMBLER. Pa Dec. 23 —J Harvey 
Gravel], stocky, gray-haired manu- 
facturer. who gave much of a $75,000 
Christmas bonus to the wives of his 
employes, today advocated a plan for 
a $250 annual “dividend" to each 
voter in the country. 

Mr. Gravell’s “dividend" program, 
as well as his Christmas bonuses, are a 

part of his theory on wealth and the 
general economic system, which he 
said he had outlined and presented 
to President Roosevelt. 

To provide that $250 “dividend" 
Gravell would: 

! 1. Establish a national loan asso- 
! elation. 

2. Permit it to exercise the right of 
eminent domain and take over by pur- 
chase all stock in banks. 

3 Abolish laws which enable a pri- 
vate individual to collect interest 

| through the courts and reserve for the 
association the exclusive rights to col- 
lect interest. 

4 Distribute the interest collected 
by the association annually, pro rata, 
to the voters of the country. 

“The yearly 'dividend' would be 

Reed as a volunteer worker, advised ! 
national headquarters here of the 
shipment. 

"The children decided they would 
like to do something for the men at 
the hospital," Mrs. Cissna explained. 
“Others send gifts to us, we try to 
help some one else.” 

about $250," said Mr. Gravell, who last 
New Year distributed $90,000 to his 
employes so they could pay off their 
debts. / 

“Isn't that better than the present 
absurd system?” he asked. 

“Here's how it works now: I put 
my money in a bank for safe-keeping. 
The bank lends my money to the Gov- 
ernment. To pay the bank interest on 
its bonds, the Government taxes me 
to pay interest on my own money.” 

Wives and other women relatives of 
his workers each were given $300 
Christmas checks, he said, because 
“the housewife provides the loving 
care which is so necessary for an effi- 
cient laborer.” 

The bonuses and “housewife 
checks" were given also in Detroit. New 
Castle, Del, and Walkersville. Ontario, 
branch offices, Mr. Gravell said. 

England now has one doctor to less 
than every 1,000 people. 

PONTIAC ■ Sixes & Eights 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 

WE NEED USED CARS 

Flood Motor Co. 
4221 Conn. Ave. Clev. 8400 
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BOWERS BELIEVED 
SEEN IN HYATTSVILLE 

Restaurant Owner and Wait- 

resses Says Youth Resembling 
Slayer Suspect Dined There. 

The search for Wendall F. Bowers, 
Philadelphia, suspected of the slay- 
ing December 13 of Mrs. Wilma V. 
Carpenter, 28-year-old widow of Nor- 
ristown, Pa., turned toward Wash- 
ington^ and nearby Maryland today 
as the man was reported seen in 
a Hyattsville, Md., restaurant. 

While an 18-year-old youth held 
in the Norfolk County, Va., jail 
was released yesterday after com- 

parison of his fingerprints with those 
of the slaying suspect, another report 
came from Hagerstown of his having 
been seen there' a few days after 
Mrs. Carpenter was found dead in 
her Norristown home. 

A. E. Burgess, owner, and three 
waitresses of a Hyattsville restaurant 
said photographs of Bowers resembled 
a patron who ate there yesterday 
noon. He appeared excited and stared 
at other patrons in the restaurant, 
Burgess told Washington and Mary- 
land police. The restaurant is only 
2 miles from another restaurant and 
night club, where the slaying suspect 
was reported seen Sunday night. 

At Hagerstown, Sergt. John Divine 
said he sat beside a youth he identi- 
fied as Bowers from newspaper photo- 
graphs, several weeks ago before the 
murder was committed, and that 
he was asking the distances to towns 
in the vicinity. Tom Cross of Hagers- 
town. said he saw Bowers and a com- 
panion there a few days after the 
murder. According to reports, Bowers 
had left Pennsylvania and was on | 
his way to Virginia. 
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Meeting Canceled for Yule. 
The weekly meeting of Montmartre ; 

Noctambule will be omitted this week 
because of Christmas. The next meet- 
ing will be held Friday, December 31. 

■ •..- 

Alliance Club Meets Tonight. 
The Alliance Club will hold a meet- 

ing tonigl at 8 o'clock in the Hamil- 
ton Hotel. 

Firemen Ignore 
Blaze to Enjoy 
Club Gymnasium 
Battalion Chief Finds 

2$ of His 30 Men 
at Play. 

Bj the Associated Press. 

CHICAGO, Dec. 23.—Thirty fire- 
men had a jolly good time fighting a 

$200 blaze in the Hamilton Club, a Re- 
publican citadel in the Loop for two 
generations. 

They would have had a lot more 
fun if Battalion Chief Anthony Dur- 
kin, worried over their long absence, 
hadn’t rushed to the scene. 

Durkin found five men putting out 
the fire. The other 25, coats oil and 
red-faced, were in the club gym- 
nasium, riding mechanical horses, per- 
forming on horizontal bars and flying 
rings and exercising with Indian clubs. 

’’■What goes on here?’’ Durkin yelled. 
"If you guys can’t work, you can’t 
play. Go on back to the engine 
house.” 

And so they did. The fire was out 
anyway. 

W. F. ARENDES’ DEATH 
IS ADJUDGED SUICIDE 

A suicide certificate was issued yes- ! 
terday by Coroner A. Magruder Mac- I 
Donald in the death of William P. 
Arendes, 48, who was found in a 
second-floor bedroom of his home at 
610 G street S.E. with a bullet hole 
in his head. 

Neighbors said Mr. Arendes had been 
despondent since the recent death of 
his mother, Mrs. Delia Arendes. 

The body was found shortly after 
noon by the dead man’s brother,: 
Joseph G. Arendes. a policeman at- 
tached to the seventh precinct. A .44- 
caliber revolver lay on the floor nearby. 
-•- 

Franklin Lodge to Meet. 
Benjamin Franklin Lodge, No. 50, 

will hold a special communication to- 
night at 7:30 in the Masonic Temple 
at Thirteenth and New York avenue 
N.W. 
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SCHOOL VACATIONS 
BEGIN TOMORROW 

90,000 Pupils and 3,000 Teachers 
Are Attending Final Ses- 

sions This Afternoon. 
More.than 90,000 children and 3.000 

teachers will walk out of the District's 
public schools today for a Christmas 
vacation that will last until January 3. 

Administrative officers in the 
Franklin School also will close shop at 
the end of today for a brief holiday, 
returning to their desks Monday. The 
administrators were scheduled to be 
entertained again today by glee clubs 
from various schools strolling through 
the halls of the building already decked 
out in Christmas fashion. 

The children must attend both 
morning and afternoon sessions ac- 
cording to regulation of the Board of 
Education, but the afternoon periods 
in most instances are given over to 
Christmas parties and festivities. 
Parochial schools held their final ses- 
sions yesterday. 

Christmas cards bearing the greet- 
ing of Supt. Frank W. Ballou also were 
distributed through regular school 
channels yesterday to each of the ap- 
proximately 4,000 employes of the 
school system. 
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Germany has 1,000,000 fewer hogs 
than a year ago. 

Combating the Pain of 

Arthritis 
Thousands suffering from arthritis pains 
have found help in Mountain Valley Min- 
eral Water direct from famous Hot 
Springs Arkansas Mlldlv Alkaline. Deeply 
Satisfying Indorsed bv physicians for 
over 3(1 years Phone Met 10fi2 for case. 

Mountain Valley Mineral Water 
MET. IOC,-;It05 K St, N.W. 

DIARIES 
STOCKETT 
FISKE CO 
PRODUCING STATIONERS 
®l® * ST- .N* W 

Whatever You Select 
today or tomorrow 

Will Be Delivered for Christm&s 

Cedar-lined Chest, $35 
Window seat style, 48 inches wide, walnut 
'inish exterior .. lock and key .. well made. 

Coffee Table, $14.50 Karpen Chair, $49.75 
All walnut and with removable Comfortable and quality-built by 
glass tray. Couldn't you make Karpen! Reversible spring seat 
someone happy with a gift like cushion and lovely mohair cover- 

this one? Many others shown. lngs. An excellent value. 

Wing Chair, $47.50 Drop-leaf Table, $19.75 
If you like comfort, pleasing style A well made table size 38x45 
and beautiful upholsteries, you inches with leaves up suitable 

will like this solid Honduras ma- for living room and dinette. One 
hogany Karpen Wing Chair. Tap- drawer. Duncan Phyfe style. At- 

estry covers. tractive finish. 

Hundreds of Other Gift Items 

MAYER & CO. 
Seventh Street Between D and E 


