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Just a Misconception. 
Premier Mussolini and his newspaper, 

H Popolo d'ltalia, are strangely ignorant, 
it appears, when it comes to American 
democracy and how it operates. An 
article in the Premier's newspaper sug- 
gests that the American people are not 
to be trusted when it comes to the 
question of voting, for example, on war— 

but only in such matters as a site for 
a municipal fountain. The article is 
inspired by the opposition which has 
arisen in this country to the proposed 
Ludlow amendment to the Constitution 
for a referendum vote of the people be- 
fore war can be declared—unless there 
has been actual invasion of American 
territory. In his effort to belittle demo- 
cratic forms of government the Italian 
dictator, through his newspaper, gives 
the impression that the people are not 
trusted in the more serious matters 
which affect them. 

It seems incredible that Mussolini and 
the editors of his newspaper do not 
know that the Constitution of the United 
States has always left to Congress the 
power to declare w’ar—not to the people 
themselves. That is the kind of repre- 
sentative democracy which was set up 
on this continent one hundred and fifty 
years ago. There was no suggestion that 
the American people pass upon the 
question of war by direct vote. That is 
a new' proposal, entirely outside of the 
American form of government which 
has been maintained. It has nothing to 
do w'ith democracy as it has been prac- 
ticed in this country. 

The Congress of the United States, 
the elected representatives of the people, 
have found it possible to act promptly 
in the matter of war. when it has been 
necessary. Premier Mussolini may recall 
that a score of years ago the American 
Congress took this country into wrar 

when it was vitally important to Italy 
and her people that the United States 
should be ranged as an ally of his 
country. That w’as before Mussolini be- 
came dictator in Italy, to be sure. It 
was before an Italian premier—and 
dictator—had aligned himself with a 

dictator of the nation with w-hich Italy 
was then at war. 

It may be as well for Premier Mus- 
solini and for other dictatorial rulers 
to understand more than apparently 
they understand at present about the 
American processes of government. In 
the same article ridiculing democracy, the 
Italian Premier's newspaper said that 
the United States Government had 

"liquidated” the Panay bombing by 
Japanese forces because "really nothing 
can be done against Japan.” It would 
be unfortunate if such an idea became 

firmly planted in the minds of the rulers 
of Japan, or in the minds of the govern- 
ment and the people of Italy. 

When war is declared by the United 
States, it is not the mere expression 
of the will of a dictator. It is the de- 
liberate action of the elected representa- 
tives of the people—531 of them. The 
American people have in the past al- 
ways indorsed such declarations one 
hundred per cent. It is to be expected 
that they will do so in the future if 
the occasion should arise. 

George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln are mentioned with respect by 
Eddie Cantor. The two old gentlemen 
did well and while their work was 
serious it still deserves the respect of 
the current comedians. 

Death for Americans. 
As a fitting sequel to the American 

retreat from its insistence upon specific 
guarantees against further interference 
with American rights and interests in 
China comes now an attack by the 
Japanese upon a fundamental American 
treaty right in China—extraterritoriality. 

Less than forty-eight hours after the 
Panay incident had been officially 
"closed” the Japanese military launched 
another provocative incident with the 
threat of death to foreigners, in- 
cluding Americans, for the commission 
of a series of hostile acts against Japa- 
nese military forces around Shanghai. 
Japanese military courts are to take 
Jurisdiction from established American 
courts and try Americans at their own 

jrhim. 
At first limited to the Japanese-con- 

trolled sections of Shanghai, the claim 
to this right has now been extended to 
the International Settlement and the 
French Concession in that city. 

The right of a conquering army to 
take effective measures for its protection 
against subversive actions of all persons 
under its sway is conceded by inter- 
national law, but Japan does not yet 
6tand in the position of a belligerent in 
the view of countries other than China. 
This principle was recognized when the 
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blockade of the Chinese coast specifically 
exempted ships of third countries. 

The ten commandments of the Jap- 
anese military include not only a series of 
obviously hostile acts such as espionage, 
attacking Japanese armed forces, inter- 
fering with communications, and so 

forth, but three which are so general 
that they suggest an attempt to intimi- 
date governments which still have large 
numbers of nationals in China. 

These three clauses deal with "activ- 
ities designed to disturb the peace of 
Japan’s armed forces; planning, instiga- 
tion or assisting in any of the proscribed 
activities; and harboring persons en- 

gaged in them.” Japan, of course, 
reserves to itself the right of interpreting 
what constitutes each of these offenses, 
but it is clear that many activities, 
innocent in nature, might be construed 
as “designed to disturb the peace of 
Japan’s armed forces.” Every house- 
holder with Chinese sen-ants faces the 
danger of being accused of “harboring 
persons engaged in” hostile activity. 

The sincerity of Japan's assurances 
to the United States as the result of the 
Panay case is immediately placed in 
serious question. 

Fascism Marches On. 
About the time President Roosevelt 

this week was voicing his “growing 
concern” over “world events,” Fascism 
was scoring its newest triumph. In 
Rumania the Liberal and Francophile 
Tatarescu government was supplanted 
by a cabinet which is avowedly Fascist, 
anti-Semitic and pro-German. In ap- 
pointing Octavian Goga, co-leader of 
the National Christian party, as premier, 
King Carol installed a regime thoroughly 
in sympathy with the ideologies of 
Hitler and Mussolini and with their 
anti-democratic foreign policies. Ru- 
mania, hitherto allied with France in the 
Little Entente, and in friendly accord 
with Soviet Russia, may now be ex- 

pected at the earliest opportunity to 
sever her relations with Paris and 
Moscow and strengthen her ties with 
Berlin and Rome. Fascism marches on. 

Foremost among the facets of the 
crisis at Bucharest is the extreme anti- 
Semitic hallmark of the Goga govern- 
ment. Oppression of Jews is an old 
story in Rumania. Thirty-odd years 
ago conditions were so outrageous there 
that the United States Government felt 

I called upon to make representations of 
protest. Since advent of Hitlerism in 
Germany, the fires of Rumanian anti- 
Semitism have been fanned by Nazi 
agents. In 1935 the veteran Jew-baiter, 
Professor Alexander Cuza, fused his 

group with Goga's National Agrarians 
to form the National Christian party. 

| The fact that the latter obtained only 
ten per cent of chamber seats at last 
week's elections affords some hope that 
the new premier's rule will be short- 
lived, for the King is said to be de- 
termined to secure a chamber in which 
some party commands an outright ma- 

jority. Tatarescu's Liberals failed at 
the recent polling to gain such a margin. 

I Goga's immediate task, therefore, is to 
hold new elections. 

Out of the crisis not only a new 

Fascist bulwark is destined to be created, 
but also an additional European dicta- 

torship, as King Carol, with the army 
at his back, is apparently in position 
to exploit the chaotic political situation 
to that end. With Germany, Italy, 
Poland, Austria, Hungary and Rumania 
under totalitarian or semi-totalitarian 

sway, or under Italo-German ideological 
influence, the continent, from the Baltic 
to the Adriatic, now forms an almost 
solid Fascist bloc. Developments at 
Bucharest thus strike a fresh blow at 
what is left of democracy in the Old 
World. Because of the new international 
alignments which they portend, they 
are designed to cause “growing concern” 
not only in Washington, but, of course, 

to an immeasurably greater degree in 

Paris, London, Moscow and Prague. It 

would be ostrich-like for a country even 

as remote as the United States to under- 
estimate the world significance of Fasc- 
ism's sweep across Central Europe. 

A great deal of money will be looked 
for without success and a great deal 
more will be brought into the picture 
from unexpected sources. Able men will 
be talking about the best way to handle 

money long after many funeral orations 
have been delivered. 

If the Mikado has hitherto liwed in 
oblivion regarding current events, the 
year 1937 should be remembered as the 

year in which he woke up and assumed 
the position of a regular business man. 

An Elevated Highway.. 
The desire in Congress to expedite 

movement of north and south bound 
interstate traffic through Washington is 
commendable, but careful study should 
be given to alternative plans that have 
been suggested ,for accomplishing* that 
end. 

On the House side it is indicated that 
provision may be made in the next Dis- 
trict supply bill for preparation of plans 
for an elevated highway, similar to the 
Pulaski Skyway in New Jersey, connect- 
ing Bladeusburg road with the bridges 
leading to Virginia. 

At the other end of the Capitol Sena- 
tor Thomas of Oklahoma, chairman of 
the Subcommittee on District Appro- 
priations, has expressed a preference for 
a wide surface boulevard, avoiding the 
congested area. The Oklahoma Sena- 
tor argues that a surface highway, skirt- 
ing around the southern portion of the 
city, would improve the surrounding 
area, whereas an elevated structure 
would have a tendency to damage the 
section through which it passed. 

In large areas like New York and 
Chicago elevated highways probably will 
become increasingly necessary to move 
traffic swiftly over extended congested 
sections. It is imperative to bear in 
mind, however, that Washington is the 
Nation’s Capital, and that municipal 
Improvements here should always be 
planned with that fact in mind. 

According, an elevated highway here 
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would have to be ornamental as well as 
useful, or It would conflict with the 
general scheme for development of an 
attractive Capital City. And this re- 

quirement undoubtedly would make the 
project more costly. 

It has been suggested that the ele- 
vated highway could be financed with 
a bond Issue and a small toll fee im- 
posed to liquidate the cost. That might 
be practical. But no undertaking of this 
sort should result In an Increase in the 
local tax burden, which Is too high 
already. 

Don Marquis. 
The world knew and generously appre- 

ciated Don Marquis as a literary clown. 
His friends, more Intimately acquainted 
with the sensitive spirit of the man, 
found him a misdirected genius. Pew 
of his contemporaries were endowed with 
so keen an imagination. It follows that 
not many of them suffered as he did. 

In Washington, Don was a Census 
Bureau clerk and a reporter; in New 
York, he served successively on the Sun 
and the Tribune as feature and editorial 
writer and as a column conductor. 
When, at last, he believed himself free 
from routine employment, his health 
failed him. More than his share of 
little tragedies combined to drag him 
down Into one final, tedious and long 
continued misery from which a tardy 
death now has released him. 

Don did not wish to be remembered 
as the creator of Archie the Cockroach, 
Mehitabel the Cat and the Old Soak. 
His finest and his truest verses are those 
which appeared In “Dreams and Dust.” 
The larger portion of his subsequent 
production represented compromise with 
circumstance, a concession which he 
hated. 

But Don was not insincere. He loathed 
sham and pretense, and he frankly en- 
joyed the opportunity to ridicule hypoc- 
risy. The tragedy of his career was 
that which developed from his inability 
to adjust himself to his own tremendous 
ideal. Poking fun at others, he did not 
hesitate to punish the mind and the 
heart which visioned and loved grander 
achievement yet could not attain to It. 

Don, however, was far from defeated. 
He lived in the wrong time, was Im- 
mersed like Shakespeare's dyer in what 
he worked In, but he pleased millions of 
readers and that was a thing more 
notably worth doing than he, perhaps, 
Ijelieved. In any event, he won a measure 
of fame which will not be dissipated 
soon. His name is safe in the memory 
of a multitude. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to the 
scientists who are still studying pre- 
historic animals. While but little is 
revealed concerning the power of human 
speech, the willingness to fight for a 

destiny favorable to certain ideals is 
continuously disclosed. 

It is confidently believed that nations 
may soon expect to hear less from 
eminent physicians about the future 
and more from the citizens who have 
made a conscientious study of events. 

"Money talks" is an ancient epigram. 
There never was a time when it had 
more to say about the comfort of the 
people who earn it. 

We still quote our Dickens but forget 
the awe-inspiring power he succeeded 
in wielding as he delineated human 
tendencies in "A Tale of Two Cities." 

Shooting Stars. 
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON 

Reliable Chronology. 
Twas the night before Christmas— 

I heard the old song 
That is echoing stiUf though the years 

have been long, 
Since nights when the stockings were 

hung up with care, 
And as youngsters we knew Santa Claus 

would be there. 

It's a year before Christmas; then six 
months or so— 

Then Just a few weeks as the days come 
and go; 

And this influence great we are bargain- 
ing with 

Appears for all time a benevolent 
myth. 

Fleeting Responsibility. 
“Do you believe all the things you 

say?” 
“Believe ’em!” exclaimed Senator 

Sorghum. “I can't even remember ’em.” 

Jud Tunkins says we wish a friend 
“Happy New Year!” to show our own 

geniality—and then leave him to take 
his chances. 

A Wife’s Restraint. 
• “I’d like to be renowned.” said she. 

“E&ch editor—I’d thrill 'im. 
But Bill is pretty good to me. 

I'd kind o’ hate to kill ’im.” 

Confident Serenity. 
"What does Crimson Gulch think of 

the strike problem?” 
“We don’t have to worry,” answered 

Cactus Joe. "Nobody in the Gulch does 
enough regular work to permit the strike 
to make any real difference.” 

“Power,” said Hi Ho, the sage of China- 
town, "is something that may lose its 
fascination when its possessor finds 
that he cannot relinquish it without a 

struggle.” 

True to Type. 
We hear about divorces swift, 
And short marriages that lift 
The nuptial burdens all away— 
And yet the neighbors glady say 
That James and Jennie will be wed, 
And only ask that life shall shed, 

Tdid gayeties that often cloy, 
The plain, old-fashioned love and Joy. 

"It looks to me,” said Uncle Eben, 
"like so many sinners was flourishln’ 
around dat old Satan hisself is gineter 

needy.* vacation." 
^ 
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Trading and Log Rolling 
For More Regimentation 

To tb* Editor of The Star: 
One of the condemned practices In 

legislation by Congress is called “trading" 
or "log rolling.” It was surprising, there- 
fore, to find in your issue of December 
23,1937 (page A-l, column 8), that Secre- 
tary Wallace had made an appeal for 
farmer support of wage-hour legislation 
in return for labor support on the farm 
bill. If not misunderstood, it would be 
in the public interest for the Secretary 
and others to read some remarks during 
the recent special session of Congress. 

“The apparent effort of some of the 
supporters of the hours-and-wages bill in 
its present form to make their support 
of the pending farm measure dependent 
upon what Representatives feel they 
should do about hours-and-wages legis- 
lation does not appeal to me, and in 
my judgment is grossly unfair and will 
resound to the injury of both farmers 
and workers if persisted in. • * • 8uch 
procedure might well result in the 
passage of legislation on both subjects 
which a majority of the House did not 
at heart approve. My vote on the farm 
bill, and my vote on the wages-and- 
hours bill, should it come before the 
House, will both be dictated by my feel- 
ing as to their respective merits, and 
not by whether some other Representa- 
tive is voting for or against either one. 
And I respectfully submit to you that 
for any member to pass upon legislation 
under his oath upon any other basis 
is a prostitution of the duties of his 
office (Congressional Record, December 
1, 1937, page 879). 

“If members of the House voted freely 
as their reason and conscience dictate, 
both this bill and the wages-and-hours 
bill would be defeated overwhelmingly. 
But horse-trading has been forced, and 
God pity the people” (Congressional 
Record, December 2, 1937, page 952). 

“It is a source of genuine regret to 
me that consideration of the merits of 
the bill has, in some quarters, if re- 

ports in the morning papers are accu- 
rate, been reduced to a purely log-rolling 
proposition. Those advocating the pend- 
ing wage-and-hour bill will trade sup- 
port for the farm measure for support 
of the wage-and-hour measure. • • • 

“On more than one occasion I have 
publicly stated that we are rapidly de- 
veloping government by group pressure, 
and I deplore .that tendency. If sup- 

port for one measure is to be traded 
for support of another measure, regard- 
less of the merits of either, what hope 
is there for the perpetuity of our repre- 
sentative form of democracy? (Con- 
gressional Record, December 1, 1937, 
page 893.) 

“Here are two bills, the farm bill and 
the wage-and-hour bill, which no one 
apparently is for as they are presented 
to us, but w’e are told that the proponents 
of the two measures are entering into 
trades in order to get them passed. 
I have never been a legislative trader. 
I like to feel that every piece of legis- 
lation should stand on its own. The 
farm bill ought to be passed or de- 
feated on its merits or lack of merit. The 
same is true of the wage-and-hour bill. 
If they are good, it ought not to be 
necessary to enter into any unholy or 
other alliance to pass them. If they 
are bad, they should be defeated in 
spite of such alliance (Congressional 
Record, December 2, 1937, page 971). 

Such brave and bold words in oppisi- 
tion to the practice ought to have far- 
reaching influence for its abolition 
among men who have self-respect and 
some consideration for the welfare of 
all the people. 

JOSEPH W. CHEYNEY. 

Plea Against Mail Holiday 
Regarded as Selfishness 

To the Editor of The Star: 
I have just finished reading Mr. 

Lewis' letter in opposition to allowing 
mail carriers and clerics to have a 
Christmas holiday. It is very apparent 
that he has no relatives or friends in 
the postal service, or he would not have 
this utterly selfish attitude toward the 
situation. 

He mentions the universal observance 
of that day for the exchange of gifts, 
and protests any interference with the 
completion of the giving and receiving 
of such gifts. What of the families 
and friends of the thousands of "mail 
carriers and postal clerks, who also 
would like to observe Christmas in the 
universal manner of giving and receiv- 
ing? For weeks before the holidays 
the men put in 16, 18 and 20 hours a 

day in strenuous and nerve-wracking 
labor to keep the tremendous amount of 
mail and packages moving, besides tak- 
ing care of the regular routine post 
office business. Their wives and families 
do not even have time to talk of Christ- 
mas plans as others do. since the few 
hours each day they are allowed at 
home must be spent in sleep to prepare 
them for another day's grind. And yet 
this gentleman from New York thinks 
they should not even be allowed the 
day itself to get a little rest, to say 
nothing of permitting them to observe 
this holy day in the proper manner with 
their families. 

As a matter of fact, mail and pack- 
ages that come in the day before are 
delivered on the holiday. He worries 
about a letter mailed on last Friday, 
which would not perhaps have reached 
the addressee until Tuesday. If it were 
important enough the addressor could 
have sent it special delivery and thereby 
avoid any delay whatsoever. 

G. A. COBURN. 

Deplores Destruction 
Of Evergreen Trees 

To the Editor of The 8t»r: 
I find little cause for rejoicing in read- 

ing of the enormous annual destruction 
of evergreen trees for our Christmas 
holidays—over 100,000 In Washington 
alone. 

A large percentage of these are des- 
tined to become merely a glut on the 
market and find their way to the local 
dump heaps to perish pathetically with- 
out even their brief hour or two of 
tinsel glory. 

How much better if the merchants 
who line Santa Claus lanes with footless 
forest trees thrust into receptacles to 
conceal their amputations were to con- 
centrate on having one beautiful living 
evergreen planted in each local public 
area. This would be a thing of beauty 
and a joy the year round and could 
be used annually as the official neighbor- 
hood Christmas tree, similar to the one 
in Lafayette square. 

In all of the material world a tree 
is perhaps the only living thing that 
grows lovelier with the years instead of 
uglier. So man in his ruthlessness hacks 
It down. THERESA H. RUSSELL, 

Trying the Impossible. 
Prom the Port Worth Star-Telegram. 

Six jobholders who wasted tax money 
have been shot in Russia. Now the 
Soviets have indeed set themselves an 
Impossible program. They are trying to 
stamp out human nature. 

Toots and Losses. 
Prom the Williamsport Sun. 

The Union Pacific Railroad figures that 
every time an engineer toots a whistle 
for a crossing it costs one-eighth of a 
cent. The cost of falling to nay attention 
to the toot is infinitely grower. 

THIS AND THAT I 
BY CHARLES E. TRACEWELL. 

“Lowell street. 
“Dear 8ir: I have Just read with In- 

terest your comments about birds In 
today’s ‘This and niat.’ 

“I wonder how many bird lovers are 
aware how fond certain birds are of all 
kinds of melon seeds—watermelon, can- 
taloupe, honeydew, etc.? 

“They also like hemp seed, which can 
be obtained for a few cents a pound at 
feed stores. 

"We maintain a feeding shelf during 
the winter and have as most frequent 
guests Kentucky cardinals, the tufted 
titmouse, chickadee and nuthatch. 

“A very fine mixture for these birds 
is sunflower seed, melon seeds of all 
kinds and hemp seed. They seem to 
prefer this diet to broken corn, which 
is cheaper than sunflower seed and hemp 
seed. 

“During the supimer months we make 
a practice of drying and saving the 
melon seeds for the winter feeding. 

“It seems a pity that so much good 
bird food goes into garbage cans. One 
certainly is repaid for his trouble, if 
he is fond of birds. 

“Yours very truly, 
"L. W. 8.” 

* * * * 
There will be thousands of people 

feeding the birds as the result of Christ- 
mas presents of feeding devices and 
seed. 

It is just as well that all these new- 
comers to a royal sport know from the 
start that they will be more than re- 
paid for all their trouble. 

Yes, feeding these creatures of the 
wild is some little trouble. 

It is no small chore to wade out In 
the deep snow of the yard to refill 
empty stations. 

There are many small perplexities 
which will come to those interested, but 
all of them can be solved by patience 
and especially by tolerance. 

A x A a. 

We wish especially to warn newcomers 
against permitting this combined indoor- 
outdoor sport to get them in a grouchy 
mood against anything or anybody. 

Squirrels will come, when they are 
not asked, and they will make furry 
nuisances out of themselves. 

Pigeons will gather to the feast. 
English sparrows and starlings, hungry 

as well as any. will seek food and warmth, 
resulting in life to them. 

Even a hungry rat or two may de- 
cide that bird food is pretty good eating. 

There will be many other problems, 
some connected with animals, others 
with people, but each and every one of 
them is best solved by patience. 

* * * * 

At this season in the year, and at 
this time in the world's history, it be- 
hooves all civilized persons to think 
twice, or even thrice, before they add 
anything, even in a small way. to the 
load of hate which encumbers the globe. 

Feeding the birds may not seem a 
momentous occupation, but surely it 
is one which adds to the world's store 
of thoughtfulness and kindness. 

Let us make sure that we sully it in 
no way. 

* * * * 

One of the interesting phases of this 
good hobby is seeing how many different 
kinds of foods may be utilized. 

People in many nearby States have 
been w’riting in for several years, now, 
to tell of their discoveries along these 

lines. They have been printed here 
from time to time. 

But the beauty of bird feeding is 
that is it a brave new world to every 
one who takes it up, either in a small 
way or a big way. 

It doesn’t make much difference 
whether one goes at it Intensively, or 
Just in a small way—either way it is 
interesting, picturesque and beautiful. 
It is a real help to the birds, and so 
to conservation and a better country. 

* * * * 
One may have almost a smug feeling 

when doing this good deed in a naughty 
world. 

When one looks at the smugness which 
is based on nothing, one may feel that 
a certain amount of smugness from cause 
is necessary. 

And there are few things in everyday 
living which may conduce to a good 
smugness and satisfaction as much as 
bird feeding. 

It is based solidly on love of animals. 
This is a queer, queer thing, in such 

a world as this, which at times seems 
based on animal slaughter, that there 
are any left to love the creatures, and 
to find a peculiar satisfaction in help- 
ing them. 

Yet it is true. Lincoln, from what 
we can read, was such a man. The story 
is that he refused *to shoot squirrels. 
Maybe that is true, and maybe it isn’t, 
but the fact remains that at all times, 
and in all ages, there have been certain 
persons who found themselves irre- 
sistibly drawn to the small animals 
which live among us. some for a timg 
only, some as pets, such as dogs and cats, 
and others completely wild, such as the 
squirrels and the songsters. 

* 4r 4c 4c 

There is a beauty, a grace and an 

interest in these living things which 
makes a particular appeal to some 
persons. 

From their ranks come all the bird 
feeders. 

The hopeful thing is that thousands 
of city persons exist who do not have 
the slightest idea that they love the 
creatures, but who. even in their old 
age, have such a capacity, once some- 
thing prods it into existence. 

Bird feeding is one of the best of 
all such prods. 

It exerts its beneficent influence on 
those who never suspected that they 
had any interest at all in birds, on 

people who scarcely know any other 
bird except the robin. 

Happy robin, to have kept the bird 
world before them all these years. 

* * * * 

Once started at feeding them, the 
newcomer to this art begins to work up 
a natural interest. 

He learns the difference between the 
English sparrow and the white-throated 
sparrow. 

The day on which he sees his first 
song sparrow is a red-letter day. 

And the day the purple finches come 
to his yard is a notable one. 

So he goes on from one bird to an- 
other, in time becoming a vastly more 
educated person, at least in regard to 
one department of life and living. 

Finding out the foods which the birds 
will eat in winter is one of the most 
interesting phases. They will eat many 
things which otherwise might be wasted. 
Discovering these is a real conservation 
measure. 

STARS, MEN AND ATOMS 
* S 

Notebook of Science Progress in Field, 
Laboratory and Study. 

BY THOMAS R. HENRY. 

INDIANAPOLIS. Dec. 30.—Life oper- 
ates from within outwards. 

Few men of this generation have ex- 

plored further into the depths of funda- 
mental living processes than Dr. Ralph 
S. Lillie, president of the National 
Academy of Sciences and one of the 
world's foremost biologists. 

He describe^ some of the philosophical 
conclusions to which his researches have 
led in his vice presidential address before 
a section of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science meeting 
here today. 

"Consider," he said, "any individual of 
higher type, such as a man. Each indi- 
vidual is a temporary construction, com- 

pletely organized according to a con- 
stant pattern, and built up from elements 
originally distributed at random in the 
environment. Primarily and funda- 
mentally the living organism is an inte- 
grating center. Materials and energies 
which previously were isolated and inde- 
pendent come into closer association, 
under some kind of directive influence or 

compulsion, to form a characteristically 
organized unity. For a time this unity, 
no matter how complexly constituted, has 
a stability which is automatically con- 

served, and a correspondingly complex 
activity. 

“After a period of maintained organ- 
ization and activity the system disinte- 
grates and is again resolved into random- 
ness and relative simplicity. The con- 

trast between randomness and integra- 
tion seems to correspond, in a broad way, 
to the essential difference between the 

living and the non-living. The vital 

impulse, whatever its ultimate nature 
may be, has as its natural tendency or 

effect the synthesis of beings or systems 
which combine with complex organiza- 
tion and activity a persistent and char- 
acteristic unity.” 

Now, Dr. Lillie stressed, an auiomuunc 

or a steam engine might be defined in 

precisely the same way, with one far- 

reaching exception. They also are “tem- 

porary constructions, completely organ- 
ized according, to a constant pattern, 
built up from elements originally dis- 
tributed at random in the environment. 
But some agency outside themselves had 
to collect the randomly distributed ele- 
ments and assemble them into the char- 
acteristic pattern. This agency was a 

man. One steam engine is very similar 
to another steam engine because mans 

brain remembers the pattern. It is im- 

pressed on his brain cells as a tune is 

Impressed on a phonograph record. 
There is no such external element in 

the building of mice and men. The 

organizing agency is internal. It “re- 
members" and builds according to the 
pattern in its memory. It does not re- 

member perfectly, so slight variations in 
the structure are always to be found. 
The organizer and the rememberer can 
be traced a little way back to the genes, 
inflnitestlmably minute bodies in the 
nucleus of the germ cell which seem to 
determine whether the thing beifig or- 
ganized shall be a man or a red-headed 
woodpecker. But, Mr. Ullle stressed, 
the gene itself is an enormously complex 
organism. It is a pattern of atoms. Is 
there an organizer in the atom which 
makes the gene? Is there an organizer 
in the electron or proton which makes 
the atom? Is there something inside 
the electron and proton which determine 
their patterns? 

However far back one goes, Dr. Lillie 
stressed, there is never any trace of an 
external organizer. Always the thing 
that remembers is coming from within. 

“It has long been debated,” Dr. Lillie 
said, “how far the phgmnmana of life are 

representable in terms of physical 
models. For some time the orthodox 
biological point of view has been that 
physiology is a branch of physico- 
chemical science. Lately, however, the 
tide of opinion has swung away some- 
what from exclusively physical concep- 
tions of the living organism. Physics is 
in its nature spatial representation. Its 
subject matter is an external world, con- 
sisting of entities and factors with 
spatio-temporal interrelations. Physiol- 
ogy also conceives life as complex physics, 
as an externality which, however com- 

plex in kind, is bound to yield its secrets 
to persistent physical analysis. 

“The difficulty of this conception is 
that it represents only one aspect of 
life—the external. There is also its inner 
side, its intrinsicality or immediacy, 
which is a matter of direct experience 
and hence has priority over the extemal- 
ization and physical analysis of orthodox 
physiology. 

“Each man is aware that his inner life 
has features which are not spatially rep- 
resentable, or indeed representable in 
any terms. No descriptive combination 
of concepts, however ingenious and ex- 
act, can be a substitute for any strongly 
felt immediate experience. A pain a 
what it is—pure affective experience. Its 
scientific description is no consolation 
to the sufferer. We cannot describe it. 
We can only point to it. All we can do 
is to call attention, verbally or other- 
wise, to the experiences themselves. 
These have terms or qualities common to 
all human beings, perhaps to all experi- 
encing subjects other than human. There 
is a character of ultimacy about them. 
Certain ultimate seem unanalyzable, 
like the concept of energy in physics.” 

And in the very nature of things. Dr. 
Lillie believes, science will always be 
bogged down in its search for the ulti- 
mate in life because it can deal only 
with what is describable. 

One-Time Farmer on 

The New Deal Policy 
To the Editor of The 8t»r: 

When I was farming in Franklin 
County. Iowa, from f 1885 to 1905, I sold 
many carloads of hogs for $3 to $3.50 
per 100 pounds, and many carloads of 
fat com-fed cattle,’ White-Face Here- 
fords and Black Angus for less than 
$4 per 100 pounds. 

One fall I bought 200 head of cattle 
weighing about 1.000 pounds each, nine 
carloads, out west of Crayton. Nebraska, 
and shipped them to my farm in Iowa. 
I fed them nearly a year, and sold 
them in Chicago for about $4 per 100 
pounds, and lost $5,000. Eggs were worth 
5 cents per dozen. Hens 25 cents each. 

One winter I bought 40,000 bushels of 
com for 17 cents per bushel, and held 
some of it for five years. 

I never heard of the Government 
helping the farmer then. 

Why help the farmer now, with hogs 
in Chicago at $8 per 100 pounds, and fat 
cattle from $11 to $12.75 per 100 pounds? 

Why not let the farmer alone, and 
let him raise all the crop he wants to, 
and then crib one-half of it. Triat is 
better than plowing it under, and then 
importing com from Argentina. 

Why pay the farmer $3 per acre to 
plow under his crop? It is a loss to both 
the Government and the fanner. 

I have read that Joseph cribbed up 
com in Egypt for seven years. 

I am glad to know that our Presi- 
dent will not accept peace at any price. 
We will have to let past mistakes go. 

THOMAS KELLEY. 

ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

BY FREDERIC J. HA SKIN. 

A reader can get the answer to any Question of fact by writing The Evening Star Information Bureau, Frederic J 
Haskin, director, Washington, D. C. 
Please inclose' stamp for reply. 

Q. What radio announcers have re- 
ceived the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters Award for diction?—E. H P 

A. Milton J. Cross, Alwyn Bach. John 
Holbrook, David Ross, James Wallington and Alois Havrllla. The awarding of 
the medal was discontinued alter 1035. 

Q. Why are the Black Hills of South 
Dakota so called?—R. T. D. 

A. They were named by the early 
French settlers. Cote Noire, meaning 
black hills, from the timber growing 
on the sides, giving a dark appearance 
to the land. 

Q. Who is manager of the Radio City 
Music Hall?—J. L. 

A. Mr. William G. Van Schmus hold* 
this position. 

Q. What is the name of the summer 
resort in New York that can be reached 
only by cable car?—J. L. 

A. Mount Beacon, situated at a height 
of 1,540 feet above Beacon, N. Y., has 
no motor roads and is accessible only 
by cable car. 

Q. Should the word suit or suite be 
applied to a set of furniture?—T. W. 

A. Both may be used. Suite is pro- 
nounced as if spelled sweet. 

Q. In zoology, what is a nymph? 
—W. B. 

A. It is the name given to the im- 
mature stages through which all insects 
with incomplete metamorphosis pass < 

after leaving the egg. At its last moult 
the nymph gives rise to the perfect in- 
sect. 

Q. Do more Negro women die in child- 
birth than white women?—M. B. 

A. The maternal death rate among 
Negro women is almost twice that of 
white women. 

Q. Was the Liberty Bell rung when 
the Declaration of Independence was 
signed?—W. D. C. 

A. The Liberty Bell was not rung on 
the occasion of the signing of the Decla- 
ration of Independence in the literal 
sense of the word. It was rung when 
the document was publicly read in Phila- 
delphia. "The Liberty Bells of Penn- 
sylvania." by John Baer Stoudt. says: 
"There was no public reading of the 
Declaration at the State House • • * on 
July 4, 1776, nor was there any demon- 
stration of rejoicing by the ringing of 
the bell. The proclamation was made 
at 12 o'clock noon on July 8 at the re- 
quest of the Committee of Safety of the 
Province. The reading was performed 
by Captain Nixon. • * * It was at this 
time that the bell pealed forth Joyful 
tidings." , 

Q. Are Venetian blinds correct In 
►Georgian houses?—H. P. L. 

A. Venetian blinds were introduced in 
1767 and so are correct for Georgian 
rooms. 

Q. How much time and money Is lo6t 
by wage earners who suffer from 
arthritis?—J. L. 

A. According to a survey, arthritis, or 
rheumatism, results in the annual Iocs 
of 7.500.000 weeks of work and $300,- 

* 

300.000 in wages. 

Q. Who was the founder of Russian 
opera?—H. L. 

A. The founder of the Russian opera 
was Mikhail Ivanovitch Glinka (1804-57), 
famous for his "A Life for the Czar." 

Q. Of what religious denomination 
were the early circuit riders?—K. T. 

A. They were itinerant preachers of 
the Methodist Church. The circuit sys- 
tem was devised by John Weslev, and 
introduced into America by Bishop 
Asbury. A circuit rider preached every * 

day and twice on Sunday, covering his 
circuit every four or five weeks. 

Q. Can weighted material be classi- 
fied as silk?—W. R. 

A. Mixtures of silk and other fibers 
or metallic salts may be called silk If 
the weighting does not exceed 10 per 
cent, except for black silk, which may 
contain 15 per cent. 

Q. Does any one make a business of 
collecting cigarette cards?—J. H. 

A. Col. Charles L. Bagnall of Lon- 
don has a flourishing business in 
cigarette cards. The firm's stock con- 
sists of about 60,000.000 cards, which it 
supplies to customers all over the world 
who are interested in buying, selling and 
exchanging. 

Q. What is the name of the doctor 
who cured the late Albert Bigelow Paine 
of stuttering?—W. H. * 

A. Dr. James Sonnett Greene of the 
National Hospital for Speech Disorders, 
New York City, cured Mr. Paine's speech 
difficulty. 

Everybody Now 
Needs an Almanac. 

The use of the almanac Is a sort of 
American tradition, beginning in the 
time of the colonies, and coming down 
to the present. The early almanacs were 
a curious combination of facts, figures. 
Jokes and proverbs. Uncle Sam's 
Almanac, compiled by Frederic J. Haskin. 
is so called because most of the material' 
comes from Government sources. It is 
literally packed with the kind of facts 
and figures that are constantly needed 
for reference. In this tight little volume 
Mr. Haskin brings the art of compiling 
desirable information to a high level. 
It is a superior publication of its kind. 
Send your name and address with 10 
cents, carefully wrapped, and your copy. 
will come to you promptly. 

Use This Order Blank 
The Washington Evening Star 
Information Bureau, 
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, 
Washington, D. C.: 

I enclose herewith TEN CENTS in 
coin (carefully wrapped) for a copy of 
the 1938 UNCLE SAM’S ALMANAC. . 

Name 

Street or Rural Route 

City 

State 

(Please order by mall anly.) 

—--r 


