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Now We See. 
Automobile owners in the District, 

having bought their new license tags at 
1938 rates, will be interested in some 
sleight-of-hand work by the District's 
budgeteers. Last year, it will be recalled, 
the automobile weight tax was proposed 
as a substitute for the personal property 
tax on motor cars. But w'hen the pro- 
posal emerged from the so-called Com- 
missioners' Tax Committee, it was not a 

substitute tax at all, it was an additional 
tax. And the highway department at the 
District Building and one of the auto- 
mobile clubs demanded that the funds 
from the weight tax be segregated as a 

part of the gasoline tax funds; that is, 
that they be used only for highway im- 
provement ami not for general tax fund 
expenditures. 

That was finally agreed to. It neces- 
sitated raising, for the general fund, 
money to meet the general fund deficit. 
There was no deficit in the highway 
fund. Raising additional funds to meet 
the general fund deficit meant additional 
taxation. But the automobile folk, with 
their eyes on new deserts of concrete 
and new ways to spend money, were as 

happy as larks. 
Now comes the news that the Bu- 

reau of the Budget proposes that $765,- 
000 be taken out of the gas tax fund—or 
automobile tax fund—and used for the 
purpose of lighting the streets, this item 
previously having been financed from 
general taxation. Having obtained an 

Increase, in other words, in automobile 
taxes for the purpose of a highway im- 
provement program, and having insisted 
that new taxes be levied in order to per- 
mit the so-called segregation of automo- 
bile taxes, it Is discovered that the new 

automobile tax receipts may not be used, 
after all, for highway improvement but 
that a large slice may be diverted to 
street lighting. 

Use of gasoline taxes for lighting the 
streets may be a logical form of diversion, 
although lighting the streets should be 
as much a charge against the community 
as against the special class of automobile 
owners. The point is that once a large 
fund is accumulated—such as the au- 

tomobile tax receipts—in advance of its 
appropriation, the money is easily used 
for something other than that for which 
It was raised. 

Automobile owners have their higher 
personal property taxes on automobiles 
to pay; have the additional weight tax 
to pay; have the increased gasoline tax 
to pay—and instead of obtaining 
promised highway improvements it is' 
proposed that they now shoulder, as a 

class, the cost of lighting of the streets. 
They probably will be shouldering other 
burdens, as well, before spring. 

Drunken Driving. 
There are no grounds on which 

•drunken driving" may be condoned. To 
a comparable degree, however, there is 
little justification for the lack of uni- 
formity and scientific approach to the 
problem of testing an arrested driver for 
Intoxication. 

In a recently completed Nation-wide 
atudy, a New York State bureau found 
that such tests included the repeating of 
catch phrases, walking chalk lines, writ- 
ing names and the picking up of hair- 
pins. In some cities, as in Washington, 
first Judgment is passed by the arrest- 
ing officer, who simply pronounces the 
suspect intoxicated and asks the court 
to convict on this testimony primarily. 

Drunkenness is a condition for which 
medical science prescribes more accurate 
and exacting tests than the layman's 
opinion as represented by that of the 
arresting officer, or the arrestee's ability 
to repeat "around the rock the ragged 
rascal ran.” 

In view of the elements of public 
danger involved in the offense, when 
established, it should be punishable by 
reasonably severe penalties. But with 
Increasing severity in penalties, there 
should be increasing vigilance in protec- 
tion of individuals from false arrest and 
unjust conviction. 

judgment, in other words, should be 
as scientifically exact as is possible, 
predicated on tests imposed by medical 
men prejudiced neither for nor against 
the law or individuals, but concerned 
only with applying their specialized 
knowledge in the public good. 

Maturity. 
The current movement in behalf of 

matured workers has brought forth 
■ome Interesting statistics. For example, 
it has been discovered that the average 
age of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence in 1776 was forty-four 
years eight months and fourteen days. 
Also, it has been ascertained that the 
average sponsor of the immortal procla- 
mation of freedom |1ved to be sixty-five 

years eleven months and twenty-seven 
days old. 

Similarly, research has developed the 
fact that the average President of the 
United States from Oeorge Washington 
to Calvin Coolidge was fifty-four years 
and four months of age at the time of 
inauguration. Twenty-eight Chief Exec- 
utives, three of whom—Lincoln, Garfield 
and McKinley—were assassinated, sur- 
vived an average of sixty-eight years six 
months and twenty-six days. 

With regard to the presiding Justices 
of the Supreme Court, John Jay to 
William Howard Taft, it has been estab- 
lished that the average age for entering 
into office was fifty-five years four 
months and twenty-eight days; the 
average duration of life seventy-three 
years nine months and ten days. 

All of which seems to indleate that 
an arbitrary discrimination against rel- 
atively young men and women of forty 
is inequitable. If a citizen, is deemed 
competent to pilot the ship of state at 
fifty-four, he surely ought to be worthy 
of employment in some minor position 
aboard that ship when fourteen years 
younger. By the same logic, a judge 
taking up the burdens of a place on the 
highest tribunal in the land at fifty-five 
furnishes a precedent for the engage- 
ment of legal talent for government 
bureaus and private business organiza- 
tions at the same maturity. 

It appears that there has been a good 
deal of nonsense talked—and unfortu- 
nately practiced—in the matter of age 
handicaps. Medical examinations prob- 
ably would be fairer than a mathemat- 
ical rule of the type currently prevailing 
in the Civil Service and in many indus- 
tries and trades. 

Spain’s Verdun. 
Dawn ol 1938 sees Spain, after exactly 

one and a half years of sanguinary civil 
war, fighting what seems destined to go 
into the history of that fratricidal strife 
as the conflict’s Verdun, although, from 
the hard-pressed government's stand- 
point, the French Army's victorious 
slogan, “Thou shalt not pass,” may not 
find its counterpart in Loyalist success 
in holding Teruel. More than two hun- 
dred thousand troops, about equally 
divided in strength between Insurgents 
and government troops, have been at 
grips for more than ten days in an 

attempt to possess the ancient provin- 
cial capital. Almost overnight it became 
the pivot alike of Franco’s major hope 
of crushing Loyalist resistance and of 
the government's su, reme effort to sup- 
press the rebellion. 

The surprise attack, which resulted on 
December 21 in the recapture of rebel- 
held Teruel and about five hundred 
square miles of a threatening salient, 

j compelled Franco prematurely to cr 1- 

centrate on that front the bulk of his 
! armies which had been field in readi- 
| ness for a decisive sixty-mile drive to 
1 the Mediterranean. The objective of that 
; long-heralded offensive was to cut off 

Catalonia, inclusive of Barcelona, from 
the rest of government Spain. Conscious 
that Insurgent recovery of Teruel, vital 
junction on the direct road crossing 
Spain from Santander through Burgos 

! to the coast above Valencia, would be a 

heavy blow to government morale, be- 
cause of its offensive and defensive value, 
the Loyalists were also required to bring 
up the flower of their own army and 
equipment to hold the lately-won gains. 

It is for their final retention tnat the 

j Spanish Verdun is now being waged with 
an intensity which converts it into the 
biggest battle of the campaign. On New 
Year's Eve Insurgents claimed to have res- 
cued their decimated garrison in Teruel 
after several days of desperate fighting. 
Br»d to have expelled the "Marxists” 
in “a tragic rout.” Government reports 
admit surrender of strategic positions in 
the outer defenses, but deny the city’s 
loss. Madrid concedes the outcome of 
the war may well be determined on the 
freezing, blood-streaked heights around 
Teruel, where both sides are now putting 
forth supreme herculean efforts. With 
Franco's Italian and German air squad- 
rons. neutral observers think, the final 
decision may rest. 

Somewhere in a distinguished family 
there will be a young man who, through 
personal graciousness, manages to have 
his way in important decisions. Perhaps 
the Mikado is one of these. 

One of the old phrases in popular usage 
was “nevertheless and notwithstanding," 
which has been heartily and seriously 
revived in connection with a Happy New 
Year greeting. 

Music has an eloquence of its own, but 
some of the words with which it is popu- 
larly combined do not appear precisely 
to fit any current emergency. 

Myths. 
Prof. Thurman W. Arnold of Yale 

University has written a book entitled 
"The Folklore of Capitalism,” in which 
he explains that the myths of business 
and industry and commerce "are on the 
way out.” 

A similar study, it would seem, should 
be made of the folklore of socialism* and 
communism. Conceived by romantic 
visionaries, they reflect such genius for 
Imagination as the profit system—with 
all its faults a natural and not an 
artificial growth—never could boast. 

Consider, for example, the personal 
history of Karl Marx. Barred from a 
university faculty for his revolutionary 
opinions, he begins his literary career 
as a contributor to a radical paper which 
soon is suppressed. Joining Friedrich 
Engels in Paris, he shortly is obliged to 
flee to Brussels. Later, returning to 
Germany, he is tried for treason and, 
when acquitted, is exiled. A second 
attempt to settle in Paris fails and he 
crosses to London, where his efforts to 
reorganize the Communist League and 
to establish a literary review prove 
abortive. Three of his children die of 
starvation, and he writes his grief into 
"Das Kapltal”—the unreadable “magnus 
opus” in which he foreshadows the New 
Deal with aj£ its dreams for “centralis- 

a 

ing credit in the hands of the state," 
"reclamation of waste lands,” "more even 
distribution of population, thereby elim- 
inating great cities,” “state ownership 
of means of transportation and com- 
munication,” “state management of pro- 
ductive enterprises,” “compulsory labor 
and the combining of manufacturing 
with agriculture,” etc. 

To translate his hopes into realities, 
Marx founds the International Work- 
ing Men’s Association in the interest of 
“the workers of all the world.” An 
“anarchist element,” however, bursts the 
bubble. “The Franco-Prussian War and 
the Paris Commune brought about a 
condition which it could not withstand.” 
Headquarters are moved to New York 
in 1872, but the organization shortly is 
"forced to dissolve.” Thoroughly frus- 
trated, its sponsor languishes in misery 
until 1883. His final activity is a quar- 
rel with German radicals who are guilty 
of "not conforming entirely to his con- 
ception” of how to achieve universal "in- 
dustrial democracy.” 

But the tragedy of Marx Is not unique. 
A glance at the biographies of other 
Inhabitants of the radical hall of fame 
proves that practically every one of 
them lived and taught a fairy tale—to 
their own eventual disillusionment if not 
to that of their bewildered followers. 
The list is long, including as it does 
Spartacus, Rienzi, Savonarola, Wat Ty- 
ler, Sir Thomas More, John of Leyden, 
Rousseau, Jean Paul Marat, Danton, 
Claude Saint-Simon, Nietzche, Tolstoy, 
John Brown of Osawatomie, Henry 
George, Jean Jaures and Kiri Lieb- 
knecht and a thousand other voices cry- 
ing in a wilderness out of which it un- 
fortunately is impossible to climb into 
heaven on a steoladder. 

Many an old-timer will recall Sam 
Gompers, who was sometimes moved to 
tears of resentment as he tried to make 
the plea of reason and human affection 
more powerful than the arbitrary de- 
mand of cold authority. 

Congress will hear some great speeches 
that may reveal how a statesman may 
be at his best when engaged in gradu- 
ally revealing the fact that he has sud- 
denly changed his mind. 

Just what papers it was expected to 
find on the Panay has not been disclosed. 
Perhaps they were only Imaginary and 
seemingly worthy of more desperate effort 
on that account. 

The present toast is “to the ladies,” 
with an implied responsibility of heavy 
work to be done by the males who have 
to face the practical demands of a new 
deal. 

The 1938 hat is prominently displayed 
on the 1937 head and challenges the 
wearer to an advance in ideas which 
may be worthy of scientific supervision. 

Cities have been made famous by men 
who dwelt in them. Again there arises 
from time to time the brief but significant 
Query, “Were you ever in Cincinnati?” 

There is no announcement of a speech 
by Vice President Garner, who will be 
carefully observed, however, for symptoms 
of bursting into applause. 

The Orient has its secret societies, but 
the Ku Klux Klan is not mentioned 
among them. It has been strictly a local 
influence. 

Shooting Stars. 
-- / 

BY PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

Calendar. 
Took my brand-new calendar and hung 

it on the wall. 
Days are standing all in line to heed the 

annual call; 
Days of confidence secure and days of 

wistfulness, 
Days of lights and laughter—and a few 

of loneliness. 

It will show anew some hero of adventure 
great, 

Who may fade from view, as other heroes 
bravely wait. 

As upon the calendar for something 
strange I call. 

It only tells an old, familiar story, after 
all. . 

Gratitudes. 
"Do you believe ‘republics are un- 

grateful?' " 

“Some republics,” answered Senator 
Sorghum, “have been overgenerous. It 
was the politicians who proved ungrate- 
ful.” 

Jud Tunkins says he knows one poli- 
tician who wished another Merry Christ- 
mas and then started in trying to spoil 
his happiness for the coming year. 

Precautionary Remembrance. 
Although forgiveness may be due 

To some bad brother, 
The man who threw one brick at you 

Will throw another. 

No Ace for Her. 
“Would you marry an aviator?” 
“No,” declared Miss Cayenne, "do- 

mestic tiffs occur in all married lives. 
What chance would a woman have with 
a man who could leave home any mo- 

ment at the rate of a hundred miles 
an hour?” 

"Famous men,” said Hi Ho, the sage 
of Chinatown, "are remembered by holi- 
days long after their teachings and 
examples are forgotten.” 

A Large Order. 
A multitude of pines are growing fast, 

A traveler in the wintry landscape sees, 
And wonders if there’ll be, as in the past, 

Children to fit so many Christmas trees. 

"Dar is a general movement,” said 
Uncle Eben, "to shut down on social 
recognition foh a man out dis way dat 
didn't give his wife nullin’ foh Christmas 
'cept £ new washboard.” ^ 

Roosevelt Now Seeking 
the Magic Formula 

BY OWEN L. SCOTT. 

President Roosevelt right now Is grop- 
ing for the magic formula that will en- 
able him to recapture a nearly lost leader- 
ship. So far—the facts show—his search 
is proving quite fruitless. But the same 
facts disclose that the groping goes on. 

It looked just one year ago as though 
the building of a second New Deal would 
assure the opportunity for four years of 
active leadership. There were record 
Democratic majorities in Congress to 
carry out a record-breaking Indorsement 
of the Roosevelt leadership. Prosperity 
seemed to be returning fast. The presi- 
dential prestige never was so high. 

But the record since that time has 
been one of an unbroken series of dam- 
aging setbacks. 

There was the amazingly bungled at- 
tack on the Supreme Court. In April, 
there was the deliberate puncturing of 
the Inflation on which the New Deal 
largely rested. There was the handling 
of labor disputes in a manner that of- 
fended both organized labor and em- 
ployers. There was the appointment of 
a former member of the Ku Klux Klan 
to the Supreme Court. There was the 
coldly received effort In Chicago to rally 
this country to an attempted world 
leadershv of a crusade against dictator- 
ships. 

And all of this time the air was seep- 
ing out of the punctured recovery boom, 
much to the dismay and discomfort of 
the President and the country. 

So there followed the attempt to re- 
gain leadership by seeking the co-opera- 
tion of business men in return for 
promised modification of tax policies, of 
utility -policies and of spending policies. 
Mr. Roosevelt set out to give business 
what it wanted, hoping thereby to start 
the country on the march again under 
his direction. 

* * * * 

The indexes continued their nose dive. 
John L. Lewis became ( increasingly 
suspicious. So did the real'New Dealers 
in Congress. And business men warmed 
up not at all to the presidential offering. 
To complicate matters, the farmer-labor 
coalition, on which the President’s po- 
litical strength had been built, suddenly 
broke down. The farming groups knifed 
the labor groups over wages and hours, 
thereby distressing Henry Wallace as 
well as Mr. Roosevelt. 

The result is that, when he confronts 
Congress on Monday. President Roosevelt 
will view a scene of wreckage that hardly 
seemed possible last January. 

Recovery is gone. The New Deal is a 
shambles. Congress is hostile and seem- 
ingly popular because of that hostility. 
The farmer-labor coalition is well shat- 
tered. The Supreme Court continues 
to shine in all of its power and glory. 
Only the President's leadership is 
dimmed. 

What to do? 
The President already has felt it neces- 

sary to call in left-wing Senate leaders 
to give them assurance that he is not 
abandoning the New Deal. Revenue de- 
mands make it necessary for him to be 
an Indian-giver in the matter of tax 
changes, taking away more than he gives. 
Industrial price fixing is making neces- 
sary a revival of the idea of trust bust- 
ing. 

Mr. Roosevelt probably would be 
amazed to learn what his own leading 
followers think of the course he has 
been following. They say that he never 
has quite made up his mind about the 
direction he really wanted to take. To 
them, his policies have looked like a 
combination of inflation and deflation, 
of encouragement to monopoly and at- 
tack on monopoly, of attempted eco- 
nomic planning and opposition to plan- 
ning. The result has been a zig-zag 
course that finally has produced trouble 
and disillusionment. 

* a ik A 

At this stage, the President Is told 
that just three basic courses lie open. 
There are advocates of all three among 
his advisers. 

The first course open is that of de- 
flation. This involves a deliberate at- 
tempt to force competition all along the 
line and to drive prices down to a level 
that would restore that balance needed 
for a free flow of goods. It involves 
scrapping of A. A. A., the Guffey Coal 
Act and every other price-supporting 
measure. It involves a more effective 
enforcement of anti-trust laws than ever 
has been tried. It calls for balancing 
of the Government budget at any cost 
by cutting expenditures and increasing 
taxes. It means a wiping out of vast 
amounts of debt, since the deflation after 
1929 really did not make much of a dent 
in' the country's private debt total. 

Mr. Roosevelt has been toying with the 
idea of deflation. He is urging Congress 
to cut expenditures. He has encouraged 
Robert Jackson, the Assistant Attorney 
General in charge of anti-trust prose- 
cutions, to make attacks on monopoly. 
He is showing a sudden interest in 
modernizing the anti-trust laws. His 
emphasis in talking wrlth visitors is on 
getting prices lower rather than raising 
prices. But deflation is highly painful 
and there are those who think that the 
President’s interest in this course is 
based upon a desire to demonstrate its 
difficulty rather than to use it as a cure. 

The second course is that of inflation. 
This was the course of the first New 
Deal. It involves an attempt to float the 
country back to prosperity on a wave 
of Government deficit spending and of 
cheap money, it called for bounties to 
underprivileged groups, for huge direct 
Government purchases from business 
men, for the wide use of Government 
credit to fill in where private credit was 
lacking. The objective of inflation is 
to create activity and to bring about a 
gradual increase in prices so that the 
burden of accumulated debt will not 
seem so burdensome. Inflation is pleasant 
while it lasts. 

And Mr. Roosevelt again is interested 
in this course, too. He is studying the 
idea of big expenditures on armament 
to follow the inflationary path set by 
Great Britain and Germany and other 
nations. He is investigating the idea 
of large-scale Government spending on 
low-cost housing. He wants farm con- 
trols and wage and hour controls. But 
this time the national debt already is 
huge and prices are very much higher 
than they were in March, 1933. This 
means that any new inflation, to be ef- 
fective, would need to be much greater 
than the first inflation that now has 
worn off and turned to deflation. 

* * * * 
But then there is the third course. 

This is the course that calls for use of 
governmental machinery to set up con- 
trols over industrial pricing policies at 
key points, combined with a measure of 
Inflationary Government spending. The 
recovery program of recent years broke 
down when some parts of industry and 
some portions of labor skyrocketed prices 
Just at the time when the Government 
tried to shift the spending load from 
its own shoulders to the shoulders of 
private business. The result'was a shock 
that is Just beginning to be appreciated. 

It may be that President Roosevelt 
intends to use the anti-trust laws as a 
means of breaking down what the econ- 
omists call "administered prices” in key 
Industries like steel and building ma- 
terials. He la told that an^nti-trust 

LIABILITIES OR ASSETS 
BY THE RIGHT REV. JAMES E. FREEMAN. D. D, LL. D., D. C. L., 

BISHOP OF WASHINGTON; 

That time is broken into definite and 
prescribed periods and that we meas- 
ure life by years, Is a wholesome and 
salutary arrangement. We keep the 
record of our business transactions by 
the calendar year and we register our 
liabilities or assets by the same reckon- 
ing. As we close the books for the year 
1937, we draw down the balances and 
appraise our successes or our failures. 
No matter how satisfactory or unsatis- 
factory the results may be, we open a 
new set of books with freshened de- 
termination to make the year ahead 
better and more satisfactory than the 
one that has passed. 

By a like standard of appraisal we 
measure our development along other 
lines; our domestic and ,home condi- 
tions, our moral and IntelleCtural Im- 
provement, our relations to our fellows 
and the world in general. It must be 
that we find increasing satisfaction or 
disillusionment as we survey the condi- 
tions of life about us and our relation 
to them. It would be a tragic thing if, 
as the years multiply, we could feel 
no sense of reasonable self-satisfaction 
In these things. It would be still more 

tragic if we were constantly to recur 
to conditions and experiences that were 
disappointing and reminiscent of fail- 
ures of one kind and another. There is 
virtue, and let us recognize it, in the 
division of time into years. If we recog- 
nize this, we will take advantage of it by 
closing the records of 1937, no matter 
what they may disclose, determining 
that the beginning of a new year is to 
be marked by a fresh start, coupled with 
the determination that no shadows of 
the past shall overcast the new page of 
the future. This obviously means fol- 
lowing the maxim of him who delated 
that “progress 1s made through oblivion 
of the past.” 

St. Paul's rule is expressed in the 
words: “Forgetting the things that are 
behind and reaching forth unto the 
things that are before.” This does not 
mean losing the benefit of experience 
and trial, it does mean living our life 
hopefully and expectantly. The pessi- 

Fifty Years Ago 
In The Star 

The Star of January 2, 1888, thus re- 
views the dangerous situation in Euro- 

Threat of General p ’“^-obablymost of 
War in Europe, the crowned heads 

and diplomats of 
Europe as well as the trading classes, 
who find business paralyzed by doubts as 
to what the future holds forth, will agree 
with the Hungarian statesman who said 
yesterday that ‘the present gloomy un- 
certainty is worse than war itself,’ 

“The worst feature of the existing sit- 
uation is that it bids fair to last for a 

long time. Austria is making those gen- 
eral preparations for an offensive move- 
ment against Russia which may mean 

only assurance against possible exigencies 
or may mean an aggressive hostile pur- 
pose. The Hungarian premier, Herr 
Tisza, says that Hungary does not seek 
war but that if war comes she will not 
shrink from it, and that Russia must 
submit to such a rectification of her 
western frontier as will prevent her from 
troubling Europe for a long time to come. 
The line on which Herr Tisza believes 
the boundary of the future may be drawn 
will cut off about a quarter of the finest 
territory now within Russian Europe. It 
is on this ground, which extends as far 
east as the 35th meridian east from 
Greenw-ich, and north and south from 
the Baltic provinces to the Black Sea, 
that the bulk of the fighting will be 
carried on in case war comes. 

“It seems to be the better opinion 
abroad that active hostilities will be de- 
ferred till summer. This is because cam- 

paigning in Russia in midwinter is an 

undertaking too serious to be entered 
upon without the gravest necessity. An- 
other reason exists in the fact that 
neither side has yet fully measured up 
its forces. Should the combination con- 
sist simply of Austria and Germany, 
with armies in round numbers of 1.000,- 
000 and 2.500.000 men. respectively, 
against Russia, with a defensive force of 
about 2,000,000, activities might begin at 
almost any time. But the chance of 
another brush with Austria and Ger- 
many might tempt Prance Into the field 
with her 2,500.000 men. and in that event 
it would be to the interest of all parties 
to w-ait till the weather was warmer and 
the means of subsistence in the invested 
country greater. 

“Then, Italy's position as a member 
of the Triple Alliance is to be considered. 
Her total army, including mobile militia, 
numbers about 2.000.000 men and makes 
her a very important factor in the con- 
test. England has so much on her hands 
already that it is doubtful whether she 
would be willing to engage any of her 
land forces. But her powerful navy will 
probably be placed at the service of Ger- 
many. 

"Why all Europe trembles at the 
thought of a general war can be under- 
stood from a study of these figures. The 
crash of battle between 10,000.000 men 
on the side of the Invading powers and 
half that number shrewdly disposed for 
defensive and harassing warfare, to say 
nothing of the engagement of the navies 
of at least six powers and perhaps seven, 
would be at once the most magnificent 
and the most terrible military spectacle 
the world has ever witnessed.” 

drive always has been popular with 
voters and that it appeals in particular 
to the small-town people and farmers 
who now are cooling to the New Deal. 

* * * * 
But Marriner S. Eccles, chairman of 

the Federal Reserve Board, and an 
author of much of the spending policy 
of the first New Deal, takes a different 
view. He says: 

“The development of the Industrial 
process Itself has created larger units 
and has brought into being various forms 
of organization of both capital and labor. 
Rather than attempt to revert to earlier 
forms of organization, it seems to me 
that our best hope lies in developing 
that form of organization for capital 
and labor which will best further the 
public interest. Thought must be given 
to the best form of organization that 
will insur* an adequate representation 
of the public interest Involved in price, 
wage and production policies.” 

This very guarded statement of a very 
important man in the Government serv- 
ice is the expression of the viewpoint 
of the planners. They believe that gov- 
ernment, in some way or other, must 
take a hand in setting the key policies 
of big industrial groups, in order to as- 
sure that the wheels will go round with- 
out recurring periods of deflation and in- 
flation. 

But the signs suggest that the Presi- 
dent's formula again is to call for a dose 
of deflation, followed by a bigger dose of 
inflation, and flavored with a dash of 
planning. Whether the result will be a 
revived leadership remains very doubtful. 

(CtoSTTiSht, ^BSS.) 

mist has a dreary time of it and he con- 
tributes nothing to the sum of human 
happiness. Reasoned and reasonable 
optimism concerning men and things 
is a far better habit. The world is not 
set forward by the cynic or the un- 
generous critic. Its forward stages have 
been marked by the seal and intelligent 
hopefulness of those who, like Robert 
Louis Stevenson, believed in an "ultimate 
decency of things.” 

The true reformers as well as those 
who through applied genius have en- 

riched life and benefited their fellows 
have ever been the men and women who 
refused to acknowledge defeat. If fail- 
ures and disappontments have come, 
they proved but spurs to greater efforts. 

It is in this spirit that we would ap- 
proach a new year. To do other than 
this is to make difficult the way of the 
future. This certainly was the unfailing 
attitude of the Master. An unfriendly 
and unkindly world could not change 
His approach to it. Even where His most 
trusted friends failed Him He would 
not exercise harsh condemnation or dis- 
cipline. He met every condition with a 
generous understanding of backgrounds 
and temperamental deficiencies. If men 
had sinned, He sought to show them a 
better way and encouraged them to fol- 
low it. He was a true physician, dealing with human maladies and always with 
a diagnosis that was penetrating and 
kindly. He awoke In men and women 
a deep desire to rise to better things. His is the example our world needs 
todfcy. We have shown a bad spirit these recent years. Suspicion and hate 
have colored too largely our judgments. 
Let the new year witness a better spirit. If the old ledgers of life show discrep- ancies and unhappy conditions, let us 
put them away from us and open a new 
set of books, determined that we will not 
carry forward the harassing liabilities of the past. There are assets to be dis- 
covered if we will but look for them- 
assets in ourselves and in human nature 
generally. Let us make progress through 

yes’ and I°r8lv’ing. and so make the year 1938 better and more sat- isfying than 1937. 

Capital Sidelights 
BY WILL P. KENNEDY. 

Just, as the regular session of Congress 
is about to open, Representative Allen T. 
Treadway of Massachusetts, ranking 
minority member on the Wavs and 
Means Committee and Republican dean 
of the House, pokes some New Year good 
wishes at the Democratic majority—that 
they may be able, for the good of the 
people, to improve on their record in the 
last two successive, if not successful, "do 
nothing sessions.” Contrasted with four 
administration measures of such urgent 
importance that Congress was called into 
the extraordinary session—not one of 
which was enacted and only two of which 
were considered. Mr. Treadway points to 
what the special session actually did: 
<1> Passed an appropriation of *1,200 to 
pay salaries of Senate and House pages; l2’ appropriated *225.000 to pav railroad 
mileage of members; (3) loaned four 
paintings to the Constitutional Sesqui- centennial Commission; (4) amended the 
Co-operative Credit Union Act; <5> ex- 
tended the time for building a bridge in 
Alabama. 

As a member of the special subcom- 
mittee considering tax revision, Mr. 
Treadway takes a special poke at Chair- 
man O'Connor of the Rules Committee, 
who, in "a valiant effort to paint a glow- 
ing picture of the ‘accomplishments’ of 
the special session, made the following 
ridiculous statement: 'The progress 
made toward tax relief alone would 
justify the existence of the special ses- 
sion.' The Republican tax leader ex- 
plains something that few of the voters 
would be apt to realize: "It w-as not 
necessary for the Congress to be in ses- 
sion for the tax subcommittee to carry on 
its work. The committee was granted 
authority at the last session to sit during the recess of Congress, and it would have 
been able to make still greater progress had the special session not been called. 
The members of the subcommittee could 
have devoted the entire day working on 
tax revision rather than spending each 
afternoon on the floor of the House1’ 
He emphasized that the total tax burden 
of *12.000,000.000-Federal. State and 
local, about half of which will be col- 
lected by the Federal Government, “will 
ultimately fall on the consumers in the 

of high prices for what they must 

* * * * 

One of the active members of the House District Committee, Representa- 
tive George Bates of Salem. Mass., prom- ises to give more time to the engrossing task of giving the National Capital good 
legislation during the coming session. 
He has given up the job of Mavor of his 
historic home city, which he had held for 
nearly 20 years, to devote his entire at- 
tention to congressional duties. All dur- 
ing the first and special sessions of the 
present Congress he retained the mayor- 
alty, commuting back and forth over the 
week end to affix his signature to im- 
portant papers in the Mayor's office and 
to advise with municipal department 
heads. He promises that he will give 
ns earnest study and devotion to the 
municipal problems of the National Cap- ital as he did for so many years In his 
home city. 

It is a common saying (if not true) 
that “you newspaper men get in every- 
where.” The big majority of the more 
than 500 members of the Capitol press 
galleries will find the doors barred 
against them when the President is at 
the Capitol on Monday to address the 
House and Senate in Joint session. Only 
96 "special day” cards have been issued 
to those who must actually work in the 
gallery over the Speaker’s rostrum—all 
others will be kept out of that gallery, 
rhe reason for this is to facilitate the 
working conditions for those who must 
be on the job, so that they may not be 
crowded and jostled and disturbed by the 
conversation of several hundred others 
who might be called “just sightseers.” 
All those who hold press gallery cards 
will be admitted to the section of the 
gallery space, comprising four large 
rooms which are adjacent to the work- 
ing gallery. This arrangement makes it 
possible to give better news service, to all 
the people of the country on such spe- 
cial days. 

Cycles. 
Prom the Grand Rapidi Preii 

The more you read history, the less 
you worry. About every twenty years a 
few nations agree on a scheme of boss- 
ing that will last forever. 

Tots and Trees. 
Prom the Belem (Men.) Newt. 

The Nature lovers tell us the children 
should study trees. Anyway they know 
ill about what grows on the Christmas 
trees and can locate every nice fruit tree 
in their hope neighborhoods. 
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Death of an Eastern 
Wizard 

BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 

When such men as Thomas A. Edison 
and Luther Burbank made their great 
scientific discoveries it became the fash- 
ion to compare them with the Eastern 
magi and, more often than not, to the 
disparagement of the latter. The Na- 
tional Bureau of Standards at Washing- 
ton has been called a house of wonders 
because of its magical achievements in 
the world of science. American atten- 
tion has been riveted very largely on 
American scientific accomplishments and 
that may explain, in part, a lack of 
knowledge, save in purely scientific cir- 
cles, concerning the life and works of 
Sir Jagadis Chandra Bose. 

Sir Jagadis has just died, at the ripe 
age of 79, at Giridih in Bengal, full of 
honors, and that death marks the pass- 
ing of a modern Eastern magus, whose 
feats have astonished learned societies 
all over the world. 

It was he w'ho demonstrated the exist- 
ence of life in diverse forms, life which 
bore a kinship to human and other 
animal life. For example, he demon- 
strated that he could intoxicate a bar 
of steel. He could administer to this 
normally sober material in such a man- 
ner that it became drunken. The experi- 
ment was not done with heat; which, of 
course, will cause steel to wilt and twist, 
but by some electrical magic. 

Indeed, he devoted more attention to 
plant life than to the more inert sub- 
stances, although he did show that a 
violin string is capable of growth; not 
expansion as the result of aridity or tem- 
perature, but actual living growth. Among 
his greatest works was the discovery 
that plants have vascular and muscular 
systems not unlike those of humans. 

It was Lord Tennyson who wrote of 
the flower in the crannied wall that if he 
could tell what that flower was, root and 
all and all in all, he would know what 
God and man is. Sir Jagadis came closer 

1 

to reaching this determination than any 
other man in the world, not excluding 
Luther Burbank. He demonstrated, for 
instance, that a growing plant has a 
heart which beats and is subject to much 
the same influences as the human heart. 
He wrote no stories of love or fear con- 

cerning trees and plants. Yet he did 
demonstrate, to the satisfaction of other 
scientists, that the heart of a plant was 
affected when the venom of the cobra 
was injected into its veins, the beating 
being greatly accelerated. 

* * * * 

Now all thus may sound like another 
tale out of Indian magic, a tale com- 
parable to those concerning the trick of 
levitation and the rope mystification in 
which a lad ascends a rope, depending 
from nothing, and disappears into thin 
air. Such tricks have, indeed, aroused 
the wonder of many observers, and not 
a few men of scientific attainments have 
thought it worth while to examine them 
But none of those tricksters ever wai 
elected a fellow of the Royal Society, one 
of the foremast scientific organization 
in the world Sir Jagadis Bose was. 

This East Indian was a student of 
Eastern lore, but he also was a studen: 
of Occidental science and he. as no othr; 
man in the world, saw' that the two 
branches were not wholly incompatible 
He managed, somehow, to fuse the two 
learnings and, after all. the artificial 
making of lightning in the Occident 
seems just as much of a trick as the 
recondite Eastern magic, 

* * * * 

Sir Jagadis was born at Vikrampur. 
near Dacca, in India, in 1858. the son o 
a deputy magistrate in the Indo-British 

•judicial system. He attended Saint 
Xavier's College at Calcutta and then 
proceeded to London, where he matricu- 
lated at University College. Medichv 
was his study there, and when he har' 
learned what he required of that lore h° 
moved on to Christ College, at Cambridge 
There he entered the whole broad realm 
of science, but gradually specialized In 
physics. He completed his work with 
high honors and returned to the Fast. 

Back in Calcutta, he was appointed bv 
the government to the chair of physical 
science of the presidency College of Cal- 
cutta. This was regarded as an ex- 
traordinarv stroke. Back in the 80 s 
native Indians were seldom given such 
appointments. The positions, especially 
such high positions in the educational 
field, went to Europeans and usually to 
Englishmen. The Marquess of Ripon 
was Viceroy of India at the time and, in 1 
spite of bitter protests, stood by the ap- 
pointment. An explanation of his broad- 
mindedness might possibly be found in 
the fact that he had come in close con- 
tact with the people of many lands. For 
example, Ripon had been chairman of 
the high commission which adjudicated 
the Alabama claims and had spent some 
time in the United States, especially at 
Washington. At any rate. Bose remained 
as professor and in a short time his 
right to the job was generally recognized. 

★ * * * 
In those days, more than half a cen- 

tury ago, science laboratories were ill 
equipped, especially in remote India. So 
Bose proceeded to design his own labora- 
tories and. especially, to invent scientific 
instruments for the study of physics. 
His efforts were not confined to making 
the lotos and the chrysanthemum drunk, 
but extended far afield. In those early 
years he experimented with wireless, a 
very pioneer in that line. He made dis- 
coveries concerning the refraction, re- 
flection and polarization of electrical 
waves. In order to study the growth 
and the life changes of plants he In- 
vented the crescograph. Now at Wash- 
ington, the National Bureau of Standards 
has instruments which will show the dif- 
ference between the weight of a postage 
stamp before and after a tiny pencil dot 
has been placed upon it. 

* * * * i 
That was but one irtvention. When- 

ever a problem presented Itself, he pro- 
ceeded to produce the Instruments of 
precision needed to solve it. At first, 
the Occidental world was skeptical in 
the extreme. It knew all about East 
Indian magical tricks. But, somehow, 
the work of Bose seemed different. 
Recognition began to come. In 1900 he 
was appointed government delegate for 
India to the International Scientific Con- 
gress at Paris, where he stood on an 
equality with the greatest scientists of 
the world. His books on plant life move- 
ments, nervous mechanism of plants and 
other subjects attracted wide attention. 
In 1917 he was knighted by King George 
V and in 1920 was elected a Fellow of 
the Royal Society, deemed a much 
greater honor. He was the first Indian 
so distinguished. That meant that 
science accepted him as a precisionist 
in the Occidental sense and not merely 

* 

an Eastern necromancer. 
He founded the Research Institute of 

Calcutta, where his own and allied work 
were carried on. It was found that the 
wizard who could intoxicate a deodar 
tree could do wonders in the field of 
scientific agriculture. Now he has passed 
on to fields and groves, where his magic, 
we are told, will not be needed. Yet his 
genius may be recognized there and he 
may find himself working as one of the 
principal gardeners along with Luther 
Burbank and Saint Francis of Assisi, 
who^iealed the wounds of trees! -< 


