
THE EVENING STAR 
With Sand*? Morning Edition 

THEODORE W. NOYES, Editor 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

£|UDAY--January 7, 193* 

The Evening Star Newspaper Company 
Main Office: 3 1th St. and Pennsylvania Ave. 

New York Office. 110 East, 4"nd Jit. 
Chicago Office: 4:15 North Michigan Ave. 

Delivered by Carrier—City and Suburban 
Regular Edition 

Evening and Sunday KSe per mo. or 15c per week 
The Evening Star __45c per mo. or 10c per week 
The Sunday Star_ 5c per copy 

Night Final Edition 
Night Final and Sunday Star_70c per month 
Night Final Star 55c per month 

Collection made at the end of each month or 
tarh week. Orders may be sent by mail or tele- 
phone National 5000. 

Bate by Mail—Payable in Advance 
Maryland and Yirrinla 

Daily and Sunday. .1 yr„ $10.00; 1 mo.. s,*>c 
Daily only 1 yr., $H.oo: l mo., .vie 
Sunday only ... .... 1 yr., $4.00, 1 mo., 40c 

All Other States and i'anada 

Dally and Sunday 1 yr., $r.’.oo; l mo., $l.oo 
Dally only 1 yr., $x.oo; l mo„ 45c 
Sunday only-.1 yr., $5.00; 1 mo., 50c 

Member of the Associated Press 
The Associated Press is exclusively entitled to 

the use for repubiiration of all ness dispatches credited to it or not ot net wisp creaiipn in this 
paper end Also the Iocai news published herein. 
A.l richts of puolication ol special dtspaicnes 
herein also ar* reserved. 

A Timely Protest. 
There is ample precedent and tradi- 

tion to bulwark the resolution introduced 
In the House yesterday by Representa- 
tive Sirovich of New York, protesting 
against the maltreatment of Jews and 
other racial and religious groups in Ru- 
mania. The repressive measures just 
promulgated at Bucharest threaten the 
existence of the country's entire Jewish 
population of nearly a million souls. 
They rival in ruthlessness the persecu- 
tions which that people have suffered 
In Germany ever since the Reich came 

under thp Nazi yoke. Indeed, every in- 

dication is at hand that the Goga minis- 
try's heartless crusade finds its Inspira- 
tion, as well as its counterpart, in the 
cult of hate which the Hitlers, the Goer- 
lngs, the Goebbelses and the Streichers 
have propagated with a ferocity that 
has staggered civilized mankind. 

The Sirovich resolution calls upon 
President Roosevelt to "intercede in the 

name of humanity against the shameful 
treatment by the Rumanian government 
of its religious and racial minorities, and, 
failing to receivp satisfaction, to sever 

diplomatic relations with Rumania.” 
Over a period of seventy years—for anti- 
Semitism in Rumania is that old—the 
Washington government has made re- 

peated protests against it. Hamilton 
Fish, President Grant's Secretary of 
Siate. in a series of diplomatic repre- 
sentations. in 1870 and 1872, caused Ru- 
mania to be informed that "although the 
United States scrupulously abstains from 
interfering directly or indirectly in the 

public affairs of Rumania, the grievance 
in question is so enormous as to impart 
to it a common character in the redress 
of which all countries and governments 
and creeds are alike interested.” In 1902, 
Secretary of State John Hay reaffirmed 
the United States' remonstrance against 
a revival of Rumanian anti-Semitism. 
Mr. Hay pointed out that although this 
country was not a signatory to the treaty 
of Berlin, whereby Rumania, in 1878, 
obtained its independence from Turkey, 
the United States regarded itself justi- 
fied in the name of humanity and because 
of the possible effect of the immigration 
of oppressed Jews, to protest against the 
unjust cruelties to which the new 

Rumanian laws subjected them. 
Of more current interest is the formal 

undertaking given in 1928 by the then 
Rumanian Minister to the United States, 
Mr. Cretziano. that his government was 

"firm in its determination to put an 

end" to the anti-Semitic practices which 
were again raging. The pledges in ques- 
tion became a matter of official record 

through their submission to Congr^s 
exactly ten years ago this week. The 
horrors now being visited upon Ru- 
manian Jews turn them into a scan- 

dalous mockery. 
It is the established and oft-demon- 
rated policy of the UnitPd States Gov- 

ernment to protest injustices to perse- 
cuted peoples. It found revived expres- 
sion in Cuba in 1898; in the case of 
Christian Armenians in Turkey in 1915; 
on behalf of the oppressed Jews of Rus- 
sia during the Arthur, Taft and Roose- 
velt administrations, culminating in 
abrogation of the Russo-American com- 

mercial treaty in 1911. If Congress 
passes the Sirovich resolution authoriz- 

ing a protest to Rumania, it will reflect 
American resentment of as barbarous a 

species of oppression as the world has 
witnessed in our time. There is every 
reason to believe that a President of the 
militant humanitarianism of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt would not hesitate to carry 
the wishes of House and Senate into 
vigorous effect. 

Among the initials which have intruded 
Into the national spending program, 
P O R K as usual finds recognition. 

The Black Plague. 
During the past year two men have 

been making maps—Dean Earl B. Mc- 
Kinley of the George Washington Uni- 
versity School of Medicine and Dean 
Carl W. Ackerman of the Columbia 
University School of Journalism. 

On Dean McKinley's maps of the world 
are big black splotches indicating those 
areas where such diseases as cholera, 
bubonic plague, leprosy, yellow fever and 
the like are still menacing mankind. 

On Dean Ackerman's map there are 

much larger black splotches than on 

any of the other maps. He is trying to 

portray the prevalence of a relatively 
new disease, probably far more serious 
than any of those taken into account 
by Dean McKinley. His black splotches 
cover the whole of Russia, China. Japan, 
Siam, Arabia, Ethiopia, Libya, Egypt, 
Turkey, the Balkans, Italy, Spain. Por- 
tugal, Morocco, the Gold Coast, Angora, 
Mozambique, Yugoslavia, Brazil and 

Guatemala. There are also gray splotches 
indicating the areas into which the dis- 

ease is spreading. These cover India, 
Burma, Lithuania, Latvia, most of Cen- 

tral America, Cuba, Ecuador, Peru, Bo- 

livia, Paraguay, Quebec and Alberta. 
Dean Ackerman labels his disease "the 

black plague of the twentieth century.” 
It is the abolition of the freedom of the 

press by governments. 
Dean McKinley plans from time to 

time to make more maps. He hopes, and 

confidently expects, that his black 

patches will grow smaller and smaller 

every year. 
Dean Ackerman also expects to make 

more maps. He fears that his black 

splotches will grow larger. Perhaps even- 

tually his whole map may be black with 
a few white patches interposed here and 
there. 

Black will be an appropriate color. 
There is no need to defend the freedom 
of the press in the' United States—not 
yet. It is the surest way to kill the mind 
of a people—the surest way to kill the 
mind of mankind. 

Dean Ackerman accompanies his map, 
a part of his annual report, with a warn- 

ing. Let the newspapers keep in good 
condition to resist the disease germs, just 
as folks are urged by doctors to keep 
in good condition to resist the germs 
of pneumonia. An unscrupulous and un- 

intelligent press is more easily infected 
than a scrupulous and intelligent one. 

It always will be harder for a govern- 
ment to curb the freedom of newspapers 
if the newspapers themselves maintain 

i professional standards of ethics and 
competency. 

Jersey City Rally. 
It is not often that conservative citi- 

zens dramatize their point of view. But 
the rally in Jersey City last night repre- 
sented such an occasion and therefore 
is worthy of comment. Fifteen thousand 
men and women ar» a considerable num- 

ber of people. Roaring approval of 
Mayor Frank Hague's resistance to a 

C. I. O. invasion, they indicated a de- 
termination to keep their community free 
from outside interference. Also, they 
provided a practical answer to twenty- 
six members of Congress who had inter- 
vened in behalf of John L. Lewis' organ- 
izers. expelled by the local police. 

The New York Times reports that busi- 
ness, civic, religious and patriotic groups 
joined to stage the demonstration. 
"Every local union of the American Fed- 
eration of tabor in the city, as well as 

the Central Labor Union, and every war 

veterans’ organization was represented. 
* * * Catholic priests sat with Protestant 
ministers, and Jewish rabbis were pres- 
ent.” The auditorium was too small to 

furnish seats for all who wished to at- 

tend. Thousands who could not be 
admitted packed nearby streets. Radical 
critics "belittled the gathering with the 
charge that it merely reflected the power 
of the Hague political organization and 
its ability to bring out city employes and 
others who receive favors from the ad- 
ministration,” but the merit of their 
complaint was promptly challenged. A 
large portion of the audience, it was 

remarked, was politically Republican. 
One of the principal speakers was former 
Judge Robert Carey, twice gubernatorial 
candidate on anti-Hague platforms. He 
summed up his philosophy in the dec- 
laration: “I have lived in this city all 
my life and do not want any half-baked 
red or pink coming here to tell you or 

me just how we must operate in our 

own home town." 
That sentiment is not rare. Indeed, 

in the past several years it has been 

growing. The transitory agitator who 

undertakes to manage sit-down strikes 
wherever he may think them profitable 
is an objectionable vagrant and, even 

when he appeals to the sacred right of 
free speech, he is not universally popular. 
Mayor Hague had the wit to understand 
the distinction between local and 
‘‘foreign” labor leadership. He may have 
been heavy-handed in his policy, but 
there can be little question now about 
the character of endorsement which he 
has received. When the C. I. O. has 
fifteen thousand friends in Jersey City 
it will deserve larger sympathy in the 
rest of the country than it can expect 
at present. 

The pages of newspapers continue to 
be filled with poignant experiences 
which tell of the difficulty human happi- 
ness finds in asserting itself when so 

many reminders of human dissatisfaction 
are placed vividly before us. There are 

many citizens who claim a share of 
earthly bliss, even though unable or dis- 
inclined to portray the adjustment of 
primitive music to the cadences of “The 
Big Apple.” 

New York is going to fcave a world's 
fair and is trying to do what ts possible 
to get the world in shape to enjoy it. 

A Parking Ban Test. 
New York City has just inaugurated a 

drastic daytime parking ban, and first 
reports indicate that the experiment— 
so characterized officially—holds great 
promise for relief of traffic congestion 
in the metropolis. 

Elimination of all automobile parking, 
except by trucks in the process of load- 
ing or unloading, has speeded traffic ap- 
preciably on ten cross-town streets select- 
ed by police for the test. 

The ban begins at 8 a.m. and continues 
until 7 p.m. every day. A special “express 
streets” traffic squad has been assigned 
by Police Commissioner Valentine to see 

that the ordinance is obeyed. Upon con- 
clusion of the first day of the experiment 
he announced that his men had found 
“splendid co-operation” and “95 per cent 
compliance." Several days will be allowed 
motorists to become acquainted with the 
rule before tickets are handed out. 

Officials who have proposed a similar 
parking ban for Washington’s badly con- 

gested downtown streets will find in the 
New York test ammunition with which 
to carry on the battle for more stringent 
parking regulations here. 

For example, a New York Inspector 
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learned that the driving time for a trip 
that formerly required thirty-five min- 
utes was reduced to six minutes. A 
tour of the cross-town streets that con- 
sumed two hours before the parking 
signs went up required but one hour 
and sixteen minutes when the streets 
were cleared. 

There were some sporadic complaints 
from business interests along the affected 
thoroughfares, the tenor being that pa- 
tronage was falling off. The majority of 
the business men, however, withheld 
Judgment until the plan could be thor- 
oughly tried out. 

With the problem of traffic congestion 
in Washington's downtown section con- 

stantly growing more acute, it might be 
a good idea to launch a no-parking ex- 

periment here without further delay. 
Only by a trial-and-error process will 
the merits or demerits of the oft-debated 
proposal be determined to the satisfac- 
tion of all concerned. 

It is evidently the opinion of Justice 
Sutherland that he has worked long 
enough to deserve a rest. His own feel- 
ing in the matter must dominate. His 
opinions on current affairs will be read 
with deep interest when he chooses to 
express them. 

Explorers are finding reminders of 
people who lived in South America be- 
fore modern civilization was dreamed of. 
Civilization must go forward even though 
the work of promoting it requires new 
victories and new conciliations. 

Many novel medicines are being dis- 
covered but human quarrels and acci- 
dents to machinery combine to render the 
mere matter of existence more precarious 
than ever. 

— ■ « ... — 

Frank Hague took to the radio, but en- 

countered a crowded hour. Jersey City 
can wait its turn for a free political dis- 
cussion even if full possession of the 
microphone has to be decided by ballot. 

The figures submitted to public scru- 
tiny make it clear that many will have 
to go to work and strive to make pro- 
duction a means of providing more em- 

ployment. 

It would be saddening for citizens of 
this Republic to make the question mark 
a symbolical representation of United 
States Supreme Court membership. 

It is frankly suggested that cotton 
stockings when worn for patriotic pur- 
poses are more sincere in their artistic 
appeal than silk. 

Citizens along the Rockville pike stand 
ready to protest the effacement of bus 
service. The question of wheels has be- 
come paramount in modem existence. 

~— ■ ■ --a a 

A map of the old world shows con- 

clusively that as questions arise war is 
not a satisfactory solution and is to be 
prevented if necessary by force. 

Rex Tugwell is said to have a fond- 
ness for revisiting Greenbelt as strong 
as if the future of Maryland depended 
on its solution of housing problems. 

As the Big Applp gains in terpsichorean 
prestigp serious persons are permitted 
to show a dumb curiosity as to what it 
is good for. 

Shooting Stars. 
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

Course of Wisdom. 
A wisp philosopher retired 

Into a lonely cell. 
His thought was very much admired 

Wherever mortals dwell. 
But, oh, ’tis sad to say that when 

He came to pay his rent, 
And studied his affairs again— 

He didn’t have a cent! 

Next day he found a motley suit 
All trimmed with tinkling bells. 

His phrase, once rated as astute, 
■Mid smiling affluence dwells. 

And soon these sapient words he spoke 
Unto the listening town: 

“While a philosopher* goes broke, 
It pays to be a clown.'* 

Permanent Occupation. 
“Are you a reformer?” 
“Certainly,” answered Senator Sor- 

ghum. 
"What have you reformed?" 
“Nothing. The beauty of being a re- 

former is that you’re always certain of 
a life job.” 

Jud Tunkins says an outlaw is subject 
to hard discipline. He may defy the 

police, but never hip own gang. 

Obliging Friend. 

My radio! My radio! 
At you I never scoff. 

When dull you grow, I always know 
That I can turn you off. 

Fun Restrained. 
“Don't you love the merry laughter of 

children?” 
“Not always,” answered Miss Cayenne. 

“Sometimes when their older companions 
try to suggest restraints the merry laugh- 
ter sounds a little sarcastic.” 

“An honorable gambler,” said Hi Ho, 
the sage of Chinatown, “may lose for- 
tune. A dishonorable one loses even 

self-respect.” 

In the Heavens as on Earth. 
With lenses larger than before 

We shall inspect creation. 
There always will be something more 

That needs investigation. 

“Hopin’ foh de best,” said Uncle Eben, 
“is to be incouraged, excep’ in de case of 

a bad singer or a tiresome talker.” 

Left-Handed Humor. 
Prom the Omaha World-Herald. 

We enjoy humor as well as the next 
one, but after the fourth or fifth telling, 
that joke about balancing the national 
budget is becoming terribly unfunny. 

THE POLITICAL 
MILL 

BY G. GOULD LINCOLN. 

The retirement of Associate Justice 
George Sutherland from the Supreme 
Court, in line with predictions which 
were made more than a year ago, gives 
President Roosevelt an opportunity to 
make his second appointment to the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. His 
first was to fill a vacancy created by the 
retirement of Associate Justice Van De- 
vanter. These retirements have made it 
possible for the President to place two 
••liberal" justices on the bench and to 
have a majority of the court composed 
of liberals—with the addition of two new 

justices to the group composed of Jus- 
tices Brandeis, Stone and Cardozo. 

* * * * 

All of this might have come about at 
an even earlier date had the Sumners 
retirement act for Justices of the Su- 

preme Court been enacted Into law in 
the winter of 1936-7, and the President 
withheld his recommendation for an in- 
crease in the membership of the court. 
It might have come about without a 

defeat for the administration in the 
court bill fight. On the other hand, sup- 
porters of the President in his contest 
for more liberal interpretation of the 
Constitution and the validation of New 
Deal laws insist that it was the drive 
made by the President in that court bill 
fight which led to victory after victory 
for New Deal legislation in opinions 
handed down by the Supreme Court. 

There is a tremendous amount of in- 
terest in the choice of the President for 
the place on the bench which will be- 
come vacant January 18—the date set by 
Justice Sutherland for his retirement. 
The President canvassed the field thor- 
oughly when he had the Van Devanter 
place to fill last summer. He may al- 
ready have decided whom he will ap- 
point—although no intimation has yet 
been made. 

* * -rfr 

If the President is to be governed by 
the geographical make-up of the court, 
he will go West for the new member of 
the Supreme Court. Justices Van De- 
vanter and Justice Sutherland are both 
from the West, the former from Wyom- 
ing and the later from Utah. With Jus- 
tice Sutherland off the bench, only one 

of the sitting members of the court is 
from the West, Justice Butler, who came 

here from Minnesota. Three members 
are from New York, Chief Justice Hughes 
and Associate Justices Stone and Car- 
dozo; one from Tennessee, Justice Me- 
Reynolds; one from Massachusetts, Jus- 
tice Brandeis; one from Pennsylvania, 
Justice Roberts, and one from Alabama, 
Justice Black. 

During the court bill fight a great deal 
of sentiment developed in the Senate 
Judiciary Committee in favor of some 
kind of law or constitutional amend- 
ment that would provide for representa- 
tion of each of the judicial circuits on the 
supreme bench. It would have provided 
automatically for geographical repre- 
sentation on the court. But this mat- 
ter of geography, while it has been taken 
into account in the past by Presidents 
making appointments to the highest 
court, has not been a controlling factor. 
That is obvious, or three members of 
the court would not now be New Yorkers. 
The effort has been made to obtain first 
the men of the greatest ability and legal 
attainments. 

* * * * 

Already a long line of “possibilities" 
have been mentioned to succeed Justice 
Sutherland. It is scarcely necessary to 
say that they are for the most part 
"liberals" and supporters of the New 
Deal. The President would find the 
appointment of Circuit Judge Sam G. 
Bratton of New Mexico—should he select 
him—popular with the Senate. Bratton 
was formerly Senator, retiring from that 
office to go upon the Federal bench. It 
has been reported here, however, that 
Bratton looked askance at the Presi- 
dent's court bill last year, and in the 
opinion of some of his old colleagues 
in the Senate that eliminates him/al- 
though Bratton has always been a Demo- 
crat and a liberal. His friends say that 
he will make no effort whatever to ob- 
tain the appointment, feeling that the 
appointment of members of the Supreme 
Court should be left entirely to the 
President. 

There is a Western Circuit Court judge 
who seems to fill the bill—William Den- 
man of the ninth circuit, which includes 
California. Judge Denham is not only 
an ardent New Dealer, but also sought 
to aid the passage of the President's 
court bill last year. Justice Sutherland, 
it happens, has been the member of the 
Supreme Court to whose charge the ninth 
Judicial circuit has been assigned. 

tit* 

Stanley F. Reed, solicitor general of 
the United States, was one of those 
whom the President considered seriously 
for the Van Devanter vacancy. He is 
from Kentucky and is a logical choice, 
provided the President does not go far- 
ther West. The Governor of Michigan, 
Frank Murphy, is of recognized ability 
as a lawyer, and has always been a 

liberal and a Democrat, and a strong 
supporter of the President and his pol- 
icies. He is a Catholic. If he were ap- 
pointed, critics of the President might 
contend that his selection was intended 
to offset the selection of Justice Black, 
whose former connection with the Ku 
Klux Klan created a furor. Such criti- 
cism would be unfortunate and unfair, 
for Gov. Murphy is a man of great 
ability. 

Senator Minton of Indiana, who also 
was among those to whom the President 
gave consideration when he made his 
last appointment to the Supreme Court, 
has been frequently mentioned. But 
that the President would go twice to 
the Senate in succession for a new mem- 
ber of the court is considered doubtful. 
Should the President determine to give 
no consideration to geographic lines, he 
might pick Assistant Attorney General 
Robert H. Jackson of New York for the 
Sutherland vacancy. It has been rumored, 
however, that the President has other 
ideas about Mr. Jackson and his politi- 
cal future. It has been said that the 
Chief Executive would be pleased to have 
Jackson elected Governor of New York 
and to the presidency two years later. 
There has been such an uproar against 
Jackson, however, since his two speeches, 
regarded as attacks upon business, there 
may be serious doubt as to his avail- 
ability for these political offices. 

* * * * 

The victory of representative Lister 
Hill in the Alabama primary for the 
Democratic nomination for Senator to 
succeed Hugo L. Black, now associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court, is giving 
some of the Democratic members of the 
House from the South something to 
think about. Mr. Hill is a thorough- 
going supporter of the wages and hours 
bill, and voted against its recommittal 
at the special session of Congress in 
December, and did all he could to get 
the House to pass the measure. 

It was the opposition of many of the 
Southern members of Congress which 
caused the defeat of the measure. Now 
they are wondering what their own con- 
stituents have in store for them when 
the primaries roll around this spring 
and summer. Apparently Mr. Hill’s ad- 
vocacy of the wages and hours bill did 
not hurt him a bit. He ran way ahead 
of his principal opponent In the recent 
senatorial primary—former Senator 

THIS AND THAT 
BY CHARLES E. TRACEWELL. 

"Dear Sir: With reference to the In- 
closed clipping taken from your column 
This and That, The Evening Star, De- 
cember 31, 1937, I believe the word 
‘virulent’ has been used incorrectly. 

“Sincerely, A. R.” 
“P. S.—Virulent, adjective: Very poi- 

sonous or venomous; actively Injurious 
to life or health; bitter In enmity; 
malignant.” 

* # * * 
The use of words Is one of the most 

Interesting things lr. the life of every- 
body, for we all use them every day. can- 
not get along without them, indeed. 

Those who earn their living with words 
have a special duty in regard to them, 
that is, to use them correctly. 

This correctness, however, Includes 
more than the dictionary. 

The sentence quoted In the above 
letter read: 

"A Christmas without books had 
seemed impossible until the virulent 
form of (phonograph) record admira- 
tion came into being." 

The adjective was used with an exact 
understanding of Its meaning, both from 
the dictionary standpoint and from the 
other standpoint. 

This other standpoint is that of the 
wide, wide world. 

It is permissable to use words some- 
what out of their ordinary usage, pro- 
vided one knows what one is doing and 
feels sure that most readers will credit 
him the knowledge. 

* * * * 

If one, in writing or speaking, wishes 
♦ o convey the idea of an exaggerated 
form of disc admiration, perhaps car- 
ried to an extreme—to the detriment of 
books, the first beloved—he properly may 
use some word which puts this in an 

exaggerated f,,rm. 
Exaggeration is one of the pets of all 

writers and readers. 
It has its best place in humorous 

writing, but may enhance any form of 
composition, provided both writer and 
reader are close enough to understand 
one another. 

A "virulent form of admiration” would 
be. indeed, an almost deadly, even ven- 
omous, form of admiration. 

* * * * 

This would be well understood by most 
readers. 

Only the person with a too literal mind 
will demand a strictly literal usage of 
all words. 

True correctness in the use of words 
allows for some good exaggeration, espe- 
cially when it is plainly carried in the 
context. 

A Christmas without books, for a book- 
lover, why, it seemed utterly impossible! 

Yet here was a booklover who, at 
least for the time being, had forgotten 
books, and had put all his spare money 
into albums of discs—symphonies, son- 
atas and so on. 

To the booklover this will seem, surely, 
virulent, poisonous to a degree, a back- 
sliding, a venomous use of funds, in- 
jurious even to life and health! 

* * * * 

One could wish that all persons would 
invariably think, when something strikes 
them as wrong. “Why, now. let me see— 
this fellow probably knows as much as 
I do, at least. .If he seems to put it 
Incorrectly, instead of thinking first I 

WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS 
BY FREDERIC WILLIAM WILE. 

A ‘'liberal” Supreme Court, guaranteed 
to President Roosevelt through retire- 
ment of Justice Sutherland, means that 
Congress mounts into new importance as 

the country's bulwark against New Deal 
radicalism. That is the immediate re- 

action in the business world, which re- 

flected its emotions through a fall in 
Wall Street prices the moment Suther- 
land's announcement came over the 
ticker. There's no longer room for doubt 
that F. D. R.'s path, as far as the court 
is concerned, is now unimpeded, unless, 
of course, he trots out another N. R. A.. 
which the high bench smashed by the 
unanimous score of 9 to 0. Thus, for 
broad, general purposes, Father Time 
has accomplished for the President about 
everything he sought to get by special 
delivery through his ill-fated court- 
packing plan. Politicians share with in- 
dustrial leaders the hope and belief that 
Congress, having tasted blood on the 
court and wages and hours bills, will 
not abdicate its augmented duty of 
standing between the country and 
visionary legislation hatched by starry- 
eyed White House advisers. The Ameri- 
can people, which has “thanked God for 
the Supreme Court” periodically during 
the New Deal, may henceforth have 
occasion to go down on their national 
knees in gratitude for an equally inde- 
pendent House and Senate. 

As happened after the Van Devanter 
vacancy, Washington is indulging in an 

orgy of guesses over Justice Sutherland's 
successor. With his love for surprises. 
Mr. Roosevelt may have something up 
his sleeve that will take wiseacres’ 
breath away just as the Black appoint- 
ment did. So the admirers and boosters 
of Stanley Reed. Sherman Minton, Sam 

Bratton and the galaxy of Dame Ru- 
mor's other favorites may wake up any 
of these mornings and find themselves 
merely a group of wishful thinkers. One 
thing is dead certain. Whoever the nom- 

inee is, his public and private life, 
checkered or otherwise, will be X-rayed 
fore and aft with unparelleled scrutiny. 
The President isn’t a person who likes 
■to be fooled twice. Those whose job 
it is to supply him with the lowdown 
will watch their step to see that nothing 
even faintly approximating a Ku Klux 
Klan stain mars the escutcheon of the 
next Supreme Court choice. If the plum 
goes to the Senate again—to Minton of 
Indiana—the outlook is that Paul V. 
McNutt will be recalled from Manila and 
appointed to the unexpired term by 
Hoosier Gov. Townsend. 

* * * * 

His old-time colleagues in the Senate 
regret Tom Heflin’s failure to stage a 

comeback on at least one ground. They’d 
have welcomed the return to the cloak- 
rooms of the best story teller, especially 
of Negro yarns, that ever drove dull care 

away beneath the dome. Otherwise, 
the Pope's archfoe will not be missed. 
“Cotton Tom” was heavily handicapped 
by his anti-New Deal attitude, though 
his opposition to the wages and hours 
bill was expected to stand him in far 
better stead in industrial Alabama than 
it seems to have done. The administra- 
tion left no doubt of its preference for 
Representative Lister Hill. En route to 
Florida last month the President chose 
the traditional method of showing favor 
to a politician by inviting the young 
Montgomery Representative for a ride 
on the White House special. Hill not 

"Tom” Heflin. It was Heflin’s second at- 
tempt to stage a political comeback, how- 
ever, since he lost his Senate seat be- 
cause of his refusal to support A1 Smith 
for President in 1928. Hill might have 
had stronger opposition—although Heflin 
was always a good campaigner and he 
was handicapped by pneumonia at the 
wind-up of the recent campaign. 

thing that he Is wrong, let me think 
Instead why he put It as he did and 
see if I cannot find the reason therefor.” 

The writer here, no more than the 
rest of humanity, is free from this fault. 

He was very much ashamed of himself 
the other day on criticising a photo- 
graph of a long-tailed mouse which hap- 
pened to show everything except the 
tail, to fthd out that the photographer 
had not been dumb, as he thought, but 
had tried, tried again to the point of 
exhaustion, each time the four-legged 
beastie having flirted that long tail out 
of the way Just as the shutter was 
snapped. 

* * * * 

It is so easy, in this world, to attribute 
either ignorance, or "dumbness,” its 
ipodem slang equivalent, to people on 
the jump, as it were, without stopping 
to seek some other explanation. 

Often there is another explanation. 
It is one of the real joys of life to 

seek these explanations, instead of re- 
posing smugly in the very first thought 
that flashes into the mind. 

We ought all to be very suspicious of 
first thoughts. 

Many of us know how edhnpletely 
erroneous first judgments of people are, 
for instance. 

It k; a very common thing to hear 
some one say, after a first meeting, "I 
don't like him,” or "I think she is a 

sap,” or some other such uncomplimen- 
tary thing. 

Intolerance grips even the kindest 
people at times. 

It is unfortunate that the word has 
been used mainly in regard to religious 
beliefs, for the small intolerances of the 
everyday life are so many that they 
loom large. 

* * * * 

It is an interesting occupation, for odd 
moments, to question one's own beliefs 
as to the errors of others. 

Especially in regard to the use of 
words. 

Writing of worth always means more 
than the words say. Perhaps the great- 
est of all examples along this line are 
the essays and other writings of Ralph 
Waldo Emerson. 

The reader who insists on taking them 
literally, word for word, misses the best 
part of them. 

Emerson thought so constructively 
that his ideas fairly tumbled over each 
other. 

Good workman that he was. he re- 
alized that to include enough words to 
tell all he thought would be to write 
far, far over the lengths he permitted 
himself. 

Hence he left out about three out of 
every four ideas, leaving the reader to 
put them in for himself as he read, if 
he could. 

Many readers cannot do it, that is 
why Emerson is to them bare and un- 

interesting. 
Most writers, even good ones, cannot 

emulate the great sage; they must be 
content with using most of their thoughts 
as they go along and blessing the uni- 
versal genius of the universe for them. 

They will ask, however, that readers 
give them credit for knowing what they 
are daing and realize that the diction- 
ary, useful and indispensable work that 
it is, is only a small part, after all, of 
any writer or reader's stock in trade. 

only bolsters the ailing Roosevelt cause 
in the Senate, but increases the growing 
phalanx of World War veterans there. 
He had two years of active service as 
a buck infantry private in 1917-19. The 
Senator-elect’s other distinctions in- 
clude a Phi Beta Kappa key. 

* * * * 

New- diplomatic appointments turn out 
to be about as expected, with the excep- 
tion of the shelving of Hugh Gibson, now 

Ambassador to Belgium. It was thought 
he might be oflered the assistant secre- 

taryship of state, vacated by Hugh Wil- 
sons appointment as Ambassador to 
Germany. But evidently Gibson's record 
as a buddy of Herbert Hoover proved 
an insurmountable handicap to the bril- 
liant career man. When he retires next 
summer, Gibson will have completed ex- 
actly 30 years in the foreign service, in- 
cluding duty in a dozen different coun- 
tries and major assignments in the 
State Department. Britons and Belgians 
cherish his name in grateful regard be- 
cause of his heroic attempts to save the 
life of Nurse Edith Cavell in 1914. 

* * * * 

Oratory had a field day i« the Senate 
when colleagues on both sides of the 
chamber vied in tributes to Carter Glass. 
None was more eloquent than Senator 
Barkley's panegyric. In the midst of 
it, the Democratic majority leader, just 
turned threescore, observed that he's now 
in position to supplement the theory 
that "life begins at 40" by saying that it 
begins at 60, while Glass, the Kentuckian 
added, "happily can say that life begins 
at 80." As a concluding bouquet for the 
veteran Virginian, Barkley quoted from 
Christopher Marlowe's Faustus: “Stand 
still, you ever-moving spheres of heaven, 
that time may cease and midnight never 
come." 

* * ★ ± 

Government leaders concerned with 
national defense problems rejoice over 

recent signs that pacifism is losing 
ground on the campuses of American 
colleges and universities. A year ago the 
celebrated Oxford pledge not to go to 
war “for King or country’’ was formally 
indorsed, by American student organi- 
zations. Last week the National Student 
Federation Convention at Albuquerque 
and the American Student Union Con- 
vention at Vassar College almost simul- 
taneously rescinded the white-feather 
action of 1937. Events in Spain and 
China are tending to make our young 
“collegiates” look more realistically upon 
questions of peace and war. The altered 
viewpoint finds expression in the report 
submitted to the Vassar meeting to the 
effect that the fundamental policy of 
the Student Union "must be re-examined 
in the light of altered circumstances.” 

* * * * 

Simon Michelet, indefatigable presi- 
dent of the National Get-Out-the-Vote 
Club, has just launched a Nation-wide 
campaign of election and registration 
reforms. It coincides with the start of 
the regular session of Congress and 
meetings of 11 State Legislatures this 
month. Most States will elect new Leg- 
islatures in 1938. Among the objectives 
Michelet is pursuing are (1) repeal of 
the poll tax as a prerequisite of the right 
to vote—a “relic of barbarism,” as it was 

once termed by Prof. Ely of Johns Hop- 
kins, and only retained anywhere on 
earth by seven American States; (2) bal- 
lot reform through elimination of the 
Electoral College and of emblems like 
roosters and eagles at the top of the 
ballot, and adoption of shorter and sim- 
pler ballots; (3) universal employment 
of the automatic voting machine; (4) 
reduction of the registration system to 
some standard of national uniformity, 
and (5) prompter canvassing and re- 

porting of election returns. 
* * * * 

At a recent Washington dinner party a 

ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

BY FREDERIC J. HA SKIS. 

X reader can get the answer to any 
Question of fact by writing The Evening 
Star Information Bureau, Frederic J. 
Haskin, Director, Washington, D. C. 
Please inclose stamp for reply. 

Q. What is the meaning of Shangri- 
La. the name of the community In “The 
Lost Horizon"?—J. A. L. 

A. It means Blue Moon. 

Q. What type of engine pulls the Royal 
Blue, one of the crack trains from 
Washington to New York?—W. A. 

A. It is a streamlined steam engine. 

Q. What Is the most famous race 
horse of the year?—H. B. 

A. Horse and Horseman named Sea- 
biscuit, leading money winner of 1937, 
as the horse of the year, while the Turf 
and Sport Digest chose War Admiral, 
undefeated, in eight starts. 

Q. What is the average price of dolls? 
—L. S. 

A. Most dolls are priced from $1 to $5. 
Many are sold for less, and doll* can 
be purchased at all prices between $5 
and $40. 

Q What position does W. J Cameron 
hold in the Ford Motor Co ?—V. H. 

A. He is attached to Henry Ford * of- 
fice. He has no title and no department. 

Q. Is the siskin crossed with the 
canary?—c. B. 

A. The Bureau of Biological Survey 
says that seven species of siskin have 
been cross-bred with the canary. The 
result is generally known as a red canary. 
In each case the male siskin is mated 
with the female canary. 

Q. How much ink does a paper like the 
New York Times or Chicago Tribune 
use in a year?—M. B. 

A. Such papers use more than two 
million pounds of ink annually. 

Q. How is the strength of commercial 
vinegar indicated?—H. W. 

A. The strength of commercial vinegar 
is usually expressed in grains. Each 
grain represents one-tenth per cent of 
acid, so that a bottle of vinegar marked 
45 grain contains 4.5 per cent acetic acid. 

Q How many children did Queen Vic- 
toria of England have?—A. J. P. 

A. She had nine—four sons and five 
daughters. 

Q. For whom is St. Gallen, Switzer- 
land, named?—F. L. 

A. St. Gallen is named for its founder, 
the Irish missionary St. Gall. 

Q. Are clouds made of water vapor? 
—R. B. 

A. The Weather Bureau sav» that they 
are not. Water vapor is an invisible 
gas. When air which contains water 
vapor is cooled sufficiently some of the 
vapor condenses into tiny water drop- 
lets or, at temperatures below freezing, 
ice crystals. Fog and clouds are com- 
posed of such water droplet* or ice 
crystals. 

Q How are faith, hope and charity 
symbolized in art?—C. G. 

A. The symbol of faith is the cross, 
hope the anchor and charity the heart. 

Q Please give some information about 
Neal Dow, the temperance reformer. 
—L. G. H. 

A. Neal Dow was bom in Portland. 
Me., in 1804, of Quaker parentage. In 
1851, through his efforts while Mayor of 
Portland, he secured the passage of t.ha 
Maine law. which, under severe penal- 
ties. prohibited the sale of intoxicating 
liquors. In 1884 this provision was in- 
corporated in the State constitution. He 
was twice Mayor of Portland, and, dur- 
ing the Civil War, was brigadier general 
of volunteers. He traveled widely speak- 
ing on temperance problems and or- 
ganizing temperance societies. In 1880 
he was the candidate of the National 
Prohibition Party for President of the 
United States. He died in 1897. 

Q. How large an estate did the late 
Ed Howe leave?—W. H. 

A. The publisher left an estate worth 
$356,367.30. 

Q. Is the Palace of the Popes at Avig- 
non, France, now occupied?—C. H. M. 

A. The ancient Palace of the Popes 
at Avignon, France, which was occupied 
by the Popes from 1309 to 1377. was uaed 
as a barracks from 1813 to 1906 and is 
now about to be converted Into a mu- 
seum. 

Q. Is the plectrum guitar used as a 
solo instrument?—N. D. 

A. While it 1* not often used for solos, 
there are some good compositions and 
transcriptions for the instrument, and it 
is found adapted to this use. 

Songs for All Occasions. 
“EVERYBODY’S SONO BOOK" brings 

you an exceptional selection of songs 
suitable for any occasion. Thera are 
songs for rollicking, festive gatherings, 
songs for sentimental moments, songs 
for college affairs, songs for serious, reli- 
gious occasions, and patriotic songs, not 
only for our own country, but of foreign 
lands. The music accompanies the words 
of each song—music that has been 
adapted to the average voice. This song 
book contains 144 pages and includes 
over 200 songs. It is completely Indexed. 
Order your copy now. Twenty cents, 
postpaid. 
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The Washington Evening Star, 
Information Bureau, 
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, 
Washington, D. C. 
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in coin (carefully wrapped* for a 

copy of "EVERYBODY'S SONG 
BOOK.” 
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Capital lawyer, evidently tarred with the 
Klan brush, asked his fair table partner 
if she'didn't think it an “impertinence" 
for the United 8tates to send a Roman 
Catholic Ambassador to London. “Yes.” 
she replied, “just as impertinent as it 
was for Great Britain to send one to 
Washington—Sir Esme Howard, a mem- 
ber of the United Kingdom's most dis- 
tinguished Catholic family." The sub- 
ject was dropped. 

(Ooarrlsbt. IMS.) 


