
HIGHCOST DRIVE 
Institute Aims to Remove 

Barriers Which Have 
Closed Vast Market. 

The American Institute of Archi- 
tects. through its Housing Committee, 
of which Walter R. McComack of 
Cleveland is chairman, has adopted 
& 1938 program which aims, with co- 

operation of other groups in the build- 
in',' industry, “to solve the problem of 
the low-cost home by removing the 
barriers which have closed a vast 
market.” The magnitude of the task 
makes Government subsidy “out of 
the question,” Mr. McComack de- 
clares. 

Studies by the institute discloses 
that a serious housing shortage seems 
imminent. Substantial progress to- 
ward relieving this situation during 
the present year is not assured, ac- 

cording to Mr. McComack, who out- 
lines the steps that must be taken 
before a real start can be made. 

“There must be a radical reduction 
in all charges and costs,” he says. 
“The following points of attack will 
not be harmful to any group or in- 
dividual, but will bestow upon them 
fair profits and indirect benefits due 
to the larger number of people who 
will be living in decent homes: 

Revision of Codes. 
"There should be a revision of 

building codes, elimination of price- 
fixing at exorbitant levels, outlawing 
of jurisdictional disputes, cleaning 
the racketeers out of industry, the 
permission to use new methods of 
construction which will reduce costs, 
elimination of unnecessary middle- 
men, purchase of land at its use value, 
revision of taxation methods and 
lowering the interest rates.” 

The problem will not be solved by 
one element in the building industry 
accusing the other of holding costs 
Up, but by all of them co-operating 
toward a common end—that of enter- 
ing a market now closed against it, 
Mr. McCornack asserts. 

"The American Institute of Archi- 
tects is striving to secure for the 
small home owner proper plans and 
specifications, with supervision, for a 
price he can afford to pay,” he con- 
tinues. "All the architects ask is that 
other elements in the building in- 
dustry join them in a mass attack 
on a condition which means so much 
to this country. 

Signs Hopeful. 
The fact that a serious housing 

shortage seems imminent is hopeful 
for the building industry, since so 
many other types of construction are 
not needed at the present time as a 
result of previous over-building in 
other fields, Mr. McCornack points 
out. 

"In spite of the shortage in housing 
and die very obvious need for re- 
building or replanning the slum areas 
of many of our cities, there has not 
been any considerable amount of 
housing done, and the prospect of any 
considerable amount this year is not 
assured. When a shortage of hous- 
ing is announced the man in the 
•treet assumes that all kinds of hous- 
ing will be involved in the work to be 
done. 

“Until recently there has not been 
available any very reliable data on 
just what the market is and what 
class of people will occupy the houses 
needed. The National Housing Com- 
mittee recently released a report en- 
titled ‘The Housing Market,’ which 
clearly sets forth the market limita- 
tions. These limitations are 2,000,000 
dwelling units for families unable to 
pay more than $30 per month rent 
«pd with 78 per cent of the number 
unable to pay more than $25 per 
month rent. 

Limit Is $3,000. 
"Translated into capital cost, in- 

cluding land, landscaping and inci- 
dental charges, this means 2.000,000 
dwelling units carrying a construction 

5439 30th Place N.W. 
Just above Military Rood in 
Chevy Chose, D. C., with bus 
line by the front door this 
home newly reconditioned con- 
tains 6 unusually well-ar- 
ranged rooms, 2 baths, charm- 
ing recreation room, oil heat 
and detached garage. 

Price, $11,450 
e-"- ■" —— 

6223 Piney Branch Road 
Just north of Military Road at 
13th Street N.W. Charming 
brick bungalow. 5 rooms on 
one floor, fireplace, recrea- 
tion room, oil heat, insulated, 
built-in garage. 

Price, $8,950 

5601-03 Chevy Chase 
Parkway 

At the corner of McKinley 
Street just east of Connecti- 
cut Avenue, 2 new brick Co- 
lonial homes, each having 4 
bedrooms, 2 baths, built-in 
garage, oil heat and recrea- 
tion room. 

Prices, $13,750, $13,950 
■====== 

6517 31st Street 
NEW and exceptionally 
charming center entrance Co- 
lonial homes, with the true 
Colonial style of architecture 
faithfully carried out. Six 
comfortable rooms and two 
complete baths. Large and 
particularly deep wooded lot. 
Detached garage. FULLY 
AIR CONDITIONED! Located 
in Chevy Chose, D. C., between 
Utah Avenue ond Rock Creek 
Park. 

Price, $13,950 

314 East-West Highway 
ONLY ONE LEFT! Five of 
the six homes in this popular 
group near the Columbia Coun- 
try Club already have been 
purchased. This is literally the 
most amazing home value in 
Chevy Chase, Md.! New cen- 

ter hall brick Colonial of qual- 
ity construction, with slate roof, 
furred walls, rock wool insula- 
tion. Six charming rooms and 
two tiled baths. Built-in go- 
rage and landscaped grounds. 
Turn at first traffic light be- 
yond D. C. line—left from 
Conn. Ave., or right from Wis. 
Ave., on East-West Highway! 
Easiest of terms-r$950 cash— 
$74.50 month! 

J. Wesley Buchanan, 
BuHw 

1732 K Street N.W. 
Metre. 1143 

Dwelling Purchased in Rollingwood 
irir iiimi mb m n u i ■ Mini ■n i 

This dwelling at 425 East Leland street, Rollingwood, Chevy Chase, Md., has been purchased 
by Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Lacey from Albert G. Goss, through the office of Edward H. Jones & 
Co., Inc. The home contains eight rooms, three baths and recreation room. —Star Staff Photo. 

\ 

cost of not more than $3,000 for a 
five-room house for the top of the 
group, but with the average cost 
per unit not in excess of $2,500, with 
a goodly number at $2,000. 

"With these facts staring us in the 
face, it appears highly improbable 
that much housing for this great 
group of our people will be done 
under present methods. This opinion 
is further reinforced by the results 
of the Government’s housing program 
where costs were so high that even 
with a 45 per cent subsidy the rents 
were still between $6 and $7 per 
room, requiring further subsidy if 
slum dwellers are to be helped. 

"The American Institute of Archi- 
tects is interested in developing a 
program pointing toward a solution 
of the low-cost home problem, and 
it is apparent that a new approach 
must be devised and concessions made 
by all branches of the industry in 
order to serve a very large market 
now beyond our reach and of such 
magnitude as to make Government 
subsidy out of the question.” 

COST FALLACY HIT 

Facts and Figures Held Needed 
by Building Industry. 

The building industry must fight 
the fallacy of high construction costs 
with facts and figures if it is to 
achieve its greatest development in 
today’s market, says Harold Knapp, 
vice president of a building material 
manufacturing firm. Foot for foot, 
he declares, the American home 
buyer is receiving today a better, more 
comfortable, more permanent build- 
ing for 25 to 40 per cent less than he 
paid in 1926. 

“Though this may be a revelation 
to many people," Mr. Knapp says, “it 
can be proved by concrete testimony 
gathered from all parts of the country, 
reflecting the judgment of many men 
in the industry that never before has 
so much good design, good materials 
and low cost been combined in small 
homes.” 

BUILDING $2,525,000 
IN PRINCE GEORGES 

18 New Apartment Houses. 35 

Commercial Structures and 
550 Dwellings Built. 

Si trial Dispatch to The Star. 

HYATTSVILLE, Md.. Jan. 8—New 
construction during the year 1937 in 
the metropolitan area of Prince 
Georges County was approximately 
$2,525,000, according to records of the 
county building inspector’s office here. 

Eighteen new apartment houses were 

built, 35 commercial buildings, approxi- 
mately 550 private dwellings and 150 
separate garages. 

While there was a general increase 
in construction over the entire area, 
the largest number of new homes ap- 
pear in the University of Maryland 
section. 

The four largest single projects were 
the spacious store on Maryland avenue 
in Hyattsville between Marion and 
Franklin streets at a cost of $40,000; 
a fraternity house at College Park, 
costing $40,000; the radio broadcast- 
ing station in the seventeenth dis- 
trict, west of Hyattsville, cost of which 
is $28,750, and an apartment house 
consisting of 16 units at Mount Rainier 
costing $24,000. 

There were numerous additions and 
remodeling which is not included in 
the above figures. 

Colors for North Boom. 
A room having a north light or 

northern exposure receives no direct 
sunlight and is a shadowed room. The 
reflected light from its walls will be of 
a cool quality. Therefore, for painting 
the walls of this type of room the fol- 
lowing warm colors can be used effec- 
tively: Yellow, gold, yellow-red or 

orange, cherry, rose and, in fact, all 
the colors that are known as "warm” 
colors. The vivid colors are "grayed” 
slightly to soften them. 

L. T. Gravatte 
REALTOR 

729 15th St. N.W. 

Announces the affiliation, as of Jan. 3, 1938, of 

LANSING VALK 
AS 

Sales Manager 

HOMELAND 

4439 ELLICOTT ST. N.W. 

SEVEN R00MS-TW0 BATHS 
$11,750.00 

One of a new group of detached "Air-Conditioned” Homes 
just completed. (Others from $10,600 up.) 

__ —Featuring— 
FINER CONSTRUCTION NEWER INNOVATIONS 

MORE HOME VALUE THAN EVER BEFORE 
Truly symbolic of •'MORN THAN 8DCTY" already built and sold in thla Ideally located Cafrits Subdivision. Near everything. Including the finest schools 
In. the Nation s Capital Janney Grade. Alice Deal Junior High. Woodrow 
Wilson High and St. Anne's Parochial, and only 15 minutes from downtown. This is an Electric Kitchen Health Home. 

Worthy of Your Inspection 
Famished by “Peerless” Farn. Co. 
Decorated by Elisabeth Wilcox 

• REYNOLDS Oil Burner 
• REYNOLDS AIR-CONDITION 

ING UNIT 
• RUUD HOT-WATER HEATER 
• COPPER PLUMBING 
• 4" ROCK WOOL INSULA- 

TION 

Every Homeland dwelling has architectural individu- 
ality, built under verj rigid specifications and em- 

bodying features found only in custom-built homes. 

14th & K CAFRITZ Dirt. 9080 

To Kmc hi Oat Witeontin Arena* to Kinr KmI. Left *n KUlMtt ItrMt. 
Open for Infection Until $ PJt. 

BUYS TWO FARMS 
A. A. Baldwin of Cleveland Plana 

to Breed Thoroughbreds. 
Special Dispatch to The Star. 

BERRYVILLE, Va., Jan. 8.—An- 
nouncement was made today of the 
sale of the McKee and Kitchen farms 

in this county to Arthur A. Baldwin of 
Cleveland at a price reported to be 
$15,000. The sale was handled by 
Capt. Ewart Johnston of Boyce, and 
entails 500 acres. 

Mr. Baldwin plans to consolidate 
the two places into one farm, where 
he will breed thoroughbred horses. He 
expects to take possession of the prop- 
erty March 1 and will proceed with 
renovations of the brick house, bams 
and other buildings on the property. 
Mr. Baldwin, member of a prominent 
Cleveland family, is engaged in the 
bonding and brokerage business in 
that city. 

Trunk of White and Green 
Eliminates Drabness 

in Winter. 
A very interesting small tree which 

Is probably more familiar to residents 
of the Northeastern States than else- 
where, but will grow well where any 
other member of the maple family 
will, is the striped maple, says Paul 
Davey, well-known tree expert. 

The tree gets its name from the 
white stripes on the green bark of its 
trunk. Its color program gives it a 

year around interest. Its winter buds, 
Mr. Davey explains, are a bright red 
on light green twigs, mottled with 
black, so that with its longitudinal 
light trunk stripes it has none of the 
drab winter appearance of so many 
trees. In summer its leaves are a 

bright green and in the fall it has 
the variegated tints which distinguish 
other members of the maple family. 

First Known as Moosewood. 
Mr. Davey continue: 
“The formal name of this little tree 

is Acer Pennsylvanicum, the Acer be- 
ing the Latin generic name for the 
whole maple group and the Pennsyl- 
vanicum indicating the home of the 
first of the particular species to' be 
identified. The early New England 
name was moosewood, because the 
bark and branchlets are a favorite win- 
ter food of the moose and trees of the 
species in a winter feeding ground of 
the animals will be completely 
stripped of bark and small branches. 
The reason for this preference is the 
fact that there is sugar in the sap 
of the little trees and, like most other 
living creatures, the moose has a 
sweet tooth. 

"All maple trees, Including this 
striped maple, probably originated in 
Asia. North America has but nine 
species, while there are more than 30 
in China and Japan alone. It has 
been estimated that fully one-third of 
all the deciduous trees in Japan are 

maples of one kind or another. One 
of the kinds is hardly distinguishable 
from the striped maple we have been 
discussing and it is fair to assume 

that at some time in the distant past 
they had a common ancestor. 

Ornamental on Lawns. 
"The striped maple is principally 

useful for ornamental purposes in 
parks or lawns. It is small, having a 

diameter of usually not more than 
8 or 10 inches, and usually is not more 

than 40 feet high. It has yellow flowers 
in May, two-winged fruit, each wing 
with one seed which is ready to 
germinate as soon as it is ripe and will 
not germinate if allowed to dry out. 
It is rather hard to transplant, us- 

FIRST SHOWING 
OF THESE REMARKABLE HOMES 

737 Whittier St. N.W. 
Six rooms, 2 elaborate colored baths, knotty pine recreation 
room, 2 real wood-burning fireplaces, a covered side con- 
crete porch. Oil heat. Fully equipped de luxe kitchen. 

BUILT UNDER THE PERSONAL 
SUPERVISION OF HARRY GORIN 

Open Daily and Sunday 
DRIVE OUT TODAY 

Out Georgia Ape. to Pinev Branch Rd.. north to hornet 

1515 
K S». N.W. 

DIST. 
3100 

8502 Lynwood Place 

A Delightful Brick Colonial 
in Chevy Chase Hills 

Located in one of the finest new communities in 
Washington, this superb home offers every attraction 
of location, quality, design and size. It contains six 
rooms and two tiled baths and occupies a beautiful 
lot with 114 feet on a paved street. Available on terms 
as easy as rent, it presents an investment opportunity 
with high enhancement possibilities. Other fine 
homes in the group at $9,850. Carefree comfort with 
modem gas appliances. 

•10,950 
Open Daily and Sunday to 9 P.M. 

TO REACH PROPERTY—Straight out Connecticut Ave. 
fast the East-West Highway to Development. Take first left 
turn after passing Columbia Country Club. 

1VHG9*"* 
738 15th St. N.W. District 6830 

ually doing batter If moved In the fall 
than at any other time. It will stand 
more shade than .most maples. It 
grows well along the southern part 
of Canada and as 'far south lh the 
United States as Northern Georgia. 

"We would probably pay little at- 
tention to this member of the maple 
family if it were not for Its range of 
colors through all seasons and par- 
ticularly for Its winter coloring of 
trunk and buds. But because trees 
which add to the Interesting charac- 
ter of the surroundings In the winter 
are not too common, the striped ma- 
ple is worthy of attention. It works 
Its best In large border plantings or 
in groups or masses." 

LOAN CORRESPONDENT 
Buchanan to Represent Union 

Labor Life Co. 

J. Wesley Buchanan has been ap- 
pointed loan correspondent for the 
Union Labor Life Insurance Co. of 
New York City, and Is now In a 
position to place direct loans through 
this source on residential and In- 
vestment properties. 

Affective this month, two new de- 
partments have been established In 
the Buchanan organization. Mort- 
gage loans which will be under the 
direction of William B. Dortch and 
Myron P. Ivey, and a property man- 
agement and leasing department 
which will be under the direction of 
A. Milton Talbert. 

During 1937, the Buchanan or- 

ganization established a department 
for the sale of business properties 
and apartment buildings which has 
been functioning under the direction 
of Irving B. Newcomb. 

JUST 
COMPLETED 

New English 
Semi-Detached Homes 

314 Peabody St. N.W. 
Marietta Park 

Entirely New Floor Plan 
Priced Less Than Row Houses 
The market does not offer a 

value comparable with this. 
7 large rooms. 2 master bedrooms 
and large third bedroom. 2 fire- 
places, 2 baths, maid's room and 
laundry in basement. Lots 205 leet 
deep, detached garage. One-halt 
block to fast bus service; lb min- 
utes from downtown. 

Built by D. W. ROSEN 
DRIVE OUT 

Fifts St. to Peabodv and right to 
homes; or out Kansas Are. to Srd 
St. and out 3rd to Peabody. Left 
to home. 

1420 K St. Dlst. 1311 

ROCK GREEK HILLS 
Lovely Woodland Setting 

THIS 7-ROOM HOME 

ONLY $9,750 
Homes of character in s new re- 
stricted development providing every 
modern feature. 3 bedrooms, let- 
floor den. complete kitchen, lots 
80 to 90 ft. frontage. Basement 
bath. Reasonable eash with easy 
monthly payments. One trust only. 

SAMPLE HOUSE HEATED 

4 EAST SAUL ROAD 

Carefree Comfort with Modern Gas 
Appliances. 

Drive north on Conn. Are. 1 6-10 
miles beyond Chevy Chase Lake to 
Saul Ri„ right -to homes. 

PAUL D. CRANDALL 
334 Investment Bldg. DI. 9240 

DETERIORATION FACTOR 
IN HOUSING SHORTAGE 

Obsolescence Takes Heavy Toll 
of Units, Institute Engi- 

neer Bays. 
Secondary housing shortage causes, 

next In Importance to the wholesale 
lack of new dwelling construction. In- 
clude the evils of deterioration, dilapi- 
dation stnd. in final analysis, obso- 
lescence. Repairing and rehabilitat- 
ing existing properties has been stag- 
nated, according to Harry C. Plum- 
mer, chief engineer of the Structural 
Clay Product* Institute. 

“Deterioration," said Mr. Plummer 
recently, “la taking a heavy toll In 
this country. During the most serious 

depression period, dwellings were per- 
mltted to run down because of the 
lack of money needed to restore them 
to a point where they maintained 
their own In the neighborhood and 
safeguarded their own resale value. 

"Today we have a shortage In new 
housing units together with a tre- 
mendous backlog of decadent homes, 

"Cleaning methods are varied, 
processes depending upon the texture 
of the brick in the walls as well as 
upon the spots or stains to be re- 
moved. Care should be taken In se- 
lecting the type of cleaning com- 
pound, since clay product masonry 
construction consists of two units, the 
clay and mortar, each having sepa- 
rate characteristics. A cleaning prep- 
aration to which clay la impervious 
may have a damaging effect upon the 
mortar." 

Natural settings—Comfort—Quiet—Restrictions— 
Individuality. 

BUT THIS DISTINCTIVE 

ENGLISH COUNTRY HOME 
4520 DEXTER ROAD 

Jutt Off Foxhall Road 

Seek out the terrace garden for a bird’s- 
eye view of your community. GLASS 
BRICK WALLS banish dull days in this 
real man’s study and modern kitchen. 
Random oak floors, air conditioned, rec- 
reation room—well! you'll agree that 
a home of its size could hold no more 
pleasant surprises than 4520 Dexter Road. 

AN ELECTRIC KITCHEN HEALTH HOME 

10 minutes out ... 10 min- 
utes back but you'll 

fiSK in thi8 home lor X&ttreumnter&SoM Matt. Are. to Cathedral « 
Are. to iith St Lett t 
blocki to Dexter Rd Oven 
tor you daily until 9 P M. 1730 K Street N.W. Not. 2040 

I 

I 

NEWER THAN 1938 
m—g 

4713 Blagden Ave. IV.W.—Priced Far 
Under the Average for This Location 

IN PRESENTING our fin* homo of the now yeor, wo ore justly proud of the fact that ad homes con- 

structed by us in the post year ware readily sold. Wa have striven to produce homes at least equal to 
the best, have made no compromise with quality and have maintained the same personnel and organisa- 
tion for several years, thereby enuring uniformly tap-rank construction. In this home, planned 
in advance to bo our opening house of 1938, we have embodied new features, new styles in construction 
and decoration that will interest all prospective ho me purchasers. 

Floor Plan and Features Include: 
Living Room, 22.6x14.4 
Dining Room, 18.6x12.6 
Large Kitchen 
1st Floor Library 
1st Floor Lavatory 
Log paneled Game Room 

2-Car Garage 
Bryant Air Conditioned 
Entrance Hall, 10x11 
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 

2nd floor 

Master Bedroom, 19.6x14 
2 Bedrooms, Bath and Ce- 

dar Room on 3rd Floor 
2 Fireplaces 
Rock Garden 
Numerous Closets 

Built Under Supervision of E. N. Hamilton—Rugs by Neshan G. Hintlian, Ine. 

Open Daily and Sunday ’Til 9 P.M. 

FRANK S. PHILLIPS 
927 15th St. Owntr-Buildcr Dl. 1411 


