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Col. Knox on the Tariff. 
With Col. Frank Knox, Republican 

nominee for Vice President in 1936, de- 
manding a revision of the tariff down- 
ward and the Democratic administration 
insisting upon more and more central- 
ized government in Washington the 
thing Is complete. Politicians of a gen- 
eration or more ago would be amazed. 

Whether Col. Knox will have general 
support of other active Republicans today 
in his effort to bring about reductions in 
the present tariff schedules is a matter 
of some doubt. Indeed, there are those, 
like Senator Arthur Vandenberg of Mich- 
igan for example, who already are saying 
that a bill of particulars should be pro- 
duced by Col. Knox, if he wants the tar- 
iffs reduced. What rates, they ask, are 

now’ too high? 
Senator Vandenberg takes the position 

that costs of production in this country 
are going up, due in part to the social 
security taxes which are imposed as well 
as to higher labor costs. That being the 
case, the manufacturers in this country 
are faced with keener competition than 
ever with the imports of similar products 
from abroad, where wages are low. It is 
the prediction of the Michigan Senator 
that instead of lowering the present 
duties, they may have to be increased or 

more American working men will lose 
their jobs. 

As for the Republican party, if it aban- 
dons the theory of protection for Ameri- 
can labor through tariff duties, it will 
cease to be a party, in the opinion of 
Senator Vandenberg. About every twenty 
years, he insists, it becomes popular to 
talk of lowering the tariff. After the low- 

ering has taken place, if it does, then the 
disastrous effects to American producers 
and American labor manifest themselves, 
and a different tune is sung. 

The Democratic administration, under 
President Roosevelt, has for live years 
backed away from a general revision of 
the tariff laws—although before the 
Democrats came into power they shouted 

against the latest Republican tariff act. 
Under existing law, the United States 
Tariff Commission keeps in touch with 
the costs of production here and abroad. 

It makes recommendations to the Presi- 

dent when it believes rates are too high 
or too low and the President is authorized 
to raise or lower the duties by not more 

than 50 per cent. 
In addition the administration has 

•ought to increase foreign trade of this 

country by means of reciprocal trade 

agreements. This is a means of breaking 
down barriers to international commerce 

of this country which has the strong 
backing of Secretary Hull of the State 

Department. It has seemed to many the* 
only reasonable way of tackling the ques- 
tion in world conditions that have been 

disturbed and nationalistic in the ex- 

treme. 
Decidedly, if the proposal of Col. Knox 

to place the Republican party back of 
a downward revision of the tariff is to 

get anywhere—so far as Republicans 
generally are concerned—more specific 
Information must be presented. Other 

nations have erected trade barriers. 

What assurance is there that a re- 

duction of tariffs by the United 
States will bring compensatory^ reduc- 

tions in other countries? The bargain- 
ing plan advanced by Secretary Hull is 

one way of meeting the situation. 
* 

II Duce Strikes a Snag. 
Mussolini has just discovered afresh 

that the way of the transgressor is not 
rose-strewn. II Duce's attempt to use 

reciprocal trade negotiations with the 
United States as a lever to enforce 
American recognition of the Ethiopian 
conquest has run up against a chunk of 
Tennessee marble named Cordell Hull 
and found it impervious. 

The Italian government insists that 
this country should recognize King Victor 
Emmanuel as Emperor of Ethiopia and 

Incorporate that, rank and title in the 
commercial agreement under discussion 
between Washington and Rome. The 

Secretary of State flatly declines to 
assent to a designation, innocuous 

enough on its face, but avowedly sought 
by Mussolini as a formal token of Amer- 
ican approval of aggression which be- 
came the curtain-raiser of Japan’s 
violation of China. 

The diplomatic webs spun from time to 
time at the Palazzo Venezia have 

trapped many a victim, but the Fascist 
spider could hardly have expected the 
American fly to walk into his Ethiopian 
parlor. II Duce reckoned without his 
Hull. Mr. Hull only this week, while 

paying his respects to Americans -who, 
after being hit, would run from China, 
proclaimed the paramountcy of “orderly 
processes" in world Intercourse to trade 
considerations. The Secretary of State’s 

position Is exactly apposite to the Italian 
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case. As long as Rome demands recip- 
rocal negotiations in the name of the 

“Emperor of Ethiopia,” there will be no 

negotiations. Italian wines, olive oil, 
vermicelli and macaroni will continue to 

pay existing tariff rates at American 
customs houses, while our copper, cotton, 
oil, cereals and manufactures will enter 
Genoa and Naples on present terms. 
Diplomacy may find a way of circum- 
venting the titular point in controversy, 
but the knot cannot be unraveled at the 
cost of compromising the fundamental 
issue. 

It is a real issue. To legitimize the 
conquest of Ethiopia would be to con- 
done the seizure of Manchuria. It would 
sanction the current invasion of the 
rest of China by Japan. It would 
give Germany the green light for her 
plans to annex Austria and curtail 
Czechoslovakia. This Nation adheres to 
the Saavedra Lamas pact for non- 

recognition of territorial lawlessness. 
Latin America would neither understand 
nor like our disregard of that pledge. 

Another “Peace” Confab. 
The extent of the benefits to be real- 

ized from President Roosevelt’s action in 
inviting five leaders of American in- 
dustry to the White House for a discus- 
sion of the business situation will depend 
to a large extent upon the spirit In 
which the invitations were issued. If 
the President hopes to enlist the friendly 
co-operation of these men it is unfortu- 
nate that his discussion with them should 
have been preceded by such intemperate 
denunciations of “big business’’ as have 
been voiced recently by some of the New 
Deal chieftains. 

It may be that the President’s guests, 
as individuals, were not included among 
that “small minority” of unidentified 
business men who have been the targets 
of the administration’s orators during 
recent weeks, but it is probable that 
some, if not all, of them feel that they 
at least are representative of the class 
that Mr. Roosevelt and his aides had in 
mind. If that be true, they must have 
received the President’s invitation with 
surprise and some confusion of mind. 

The discussion on Tuesday is reminis- 
cent of the “peace conferences” between 
Mr. Roosevelt and other business leaders 
that preceded the series of radio broad- 
casts attacking “monopolists” by Secre- 
tary Ickes and Assistant Attorney General 
Jackson. There has as yet been no satis- 
factory explanation of the inconsistency 
between the attitude of the President 
and the addresses by his aides, but there 
has arisen a strong suspicion that the 
remarks of Mr. Ickes and Mr. Jackson, 
not to mention the President’s, were 

planned for what coercive effect they 
might have on business men. 

Should the business men, after hear- 
ing themselves excoriated and listening 
to implied threats of forcible measures 

to come, decide to make the concessions 
the President believes necessary to busi- 
ness recovery, and should that result be 
attained, all well and good. Conditions 
will have improved and the New Deal 
will be able to claim credit for it. But 
should the business men refuse to make 
the concessions, or, having made them, 
should recovery fail to result, the ad- 
ministration then would be in position 
to proceed with whatever measures it 
has in mind, and be able to argue that 
business failed to help itself when given 
a chance. 

It would be unwise and unfair, how- 
ever, to assume, on a basis of pure con- 

jecture, that the invitations were sent 
in such a spirit. It may be that Mr. 
Roosevelt sincerely believes that the co- 

operation of the business interests repre- 
sented by the men he invited to the 
White House is essential to recovery and 
that the desired co-operation can be ob- 
tained by friendly discussion of the 
problems involved. Should that prove to 
be the case, the business representatives, 
in the interest of the welfare of the 
whole country, should be willing to forget 
the past and extend a helping hand 
even though that may Involve sacrifices 
on their part. 

One of the admirable traits of Mr. 
Barkley is that he is always able to smile 
for the photographer no matter what is 
happening. 

Efforts of the Mikado to lead a seclud- 
ed existence are disturbed by the airships 
which fly everywhere and bring with 
them strange noises. 

New Deal in Virginia. 
Many New Dealish Issues, similar to 

those confronting Congress, face the 
Virginia Legislature, which opened its 
biennial session yesterday. Extension 
of the State’s social security activities, 
a three-point educational program and 
reform of the jail system are among 
the major items to come before the 
lawmakers during the next sixty days. 

Unlike Congress, however, Virginia’s 
Assemblymen were handed a balanced 
budget when their session convened, 
and Governor Peery predicted a sur- 
plus at the end of the current fiscal 
year. Nevertheless, the budget is the 
largest in the history of the State and 
fiscal affairs promise to be among the 
nfbst important subjects of debate. 

While Governor Peery made no rec- 
ommendation tot new taxes, already 
discussion has arisen on a State sales 
tax. The State Federation of Labor 
wants the $1.50 poll tax eliminated and 
Governor-elect Price has expressed the 
view that the tax should be cut to $1. 
He also is on record as favoring ade- 
quate social security legislation, at the 
same time maintaining a pay-as-you- 
go policy, but there is no provision in 
the budget for an old-age pension plan. 
The Virginia Educational Association’s 
drive for $720 minimum annual pay for 
teachers, free textbooks and an actu- 
arily sound teachers’ retirement system 
would, it is estimated, add $12,000,000 
to the school appropriations for the 
biennium. The proposed jail reforms 
also might impose a further, if com- 

paratively slight, financial burden. 
Of particular interest to Washing- 

tonians is a $90,000 budget item for 
the purchase of land for another unit 
of the Oeorge Washington Memorial 
Parkway. The allotment is conditional 
upon Arlington County making a sim- 
ilar appropriation and the Federal 
Government matching both for the 
development of the parkway between 
Mount Vernon and Great Falls. 

Also of special interest to District resi- 
dents will be the renewed fight to obtain 
billboard legislation and the efforts 
of the Northern Virginia delegations to 
curb the price-fixing power of the State 
milk board, create a planning com- 
mission in Fairfax County and enact 
a marriage delay law patterned after 
the one now effective in the National 
Capital. 

In Virginia, as elsewhere, the slump 
in business and the salaries of public 
employes are of current concern. While 
urging increases for some, Governor 
Peery evidenced the caution which has 
characterized his highly successful ad- 
ministration by again asking a con- 
tinuation of the policy of keeping 
State expenditures within income. 

Thus present-day problems afford 
officials of the Old Dominion an oppor- 
tunity to carry on the traditions of 
Washington, Jefferson and its other 
great statesmen through constructive, 
rather than radical, legislation. 

Clipper Disaster. 
The American public has heard with 

profound regret the sorrowful news of 
the crash of the twenty-one-ton Samoan 
Clipper near Pago Pago. Captain Edwin 
C. Mustek was a flyer popularly admired 
for his courage and skill. His death 
and that of his six companions in 
misfortune will sadden the hearts of 
thousands of friends. 

Following closely on the loss of a 

Navy bomber with seven men off the 
coast of California, this latest tragedy 
indicates that the Pacific is not yet 
conquered. But it would be an error 

to suppose that air traffic between the 
United States and the Orient is an 

enterprise fated to fail. The contrary 
is the truth. Yesterday’s accident was 
the first in Pan American Airways flying 
of the greatest and often the most 
turbulent of oceans. For nearly three 
years Captain Mustek and other pioneers 
had been working out a practical system 
of trans-Paciflc air transport. Their 
effort was not vain. Instead, it already 
has demonstrated efficiency and utility 
of the highest order. The task will be 
taken over by their successors and its 
problems eventually will be solved. 

Better engines are wanted for long- 
distance flights, and they will be built. 
Braver or more devoted aviators cannot 
be developed, but those who have biased 
the trail will not be forgotten. Gratitude 
for the example which they have set 
will assure their immortality. 

The United States Supreme Court 
continues to be something to worry 
about, owing to the fact that the re- 
markable longevity of Oliver Wendell 
Holmes could not be relied on as a rule. 

There was fear that Japan would be 
able to announce a victory over the 
U. S. A. while the officials in charge 
of defense were still making a decision 
as to methods or an attitude. 

Shooting Stars. 
B» PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

As Customs Change. 
We do not laugh, as once we did, 

At girls who paint their faces, 
Nor at the knees, no longer hid 

Prom sight in public places. 

We do not smile at dancing pets, 
Who made what folks called 

"mashes.” 
We do not gibe at cigarettes 

Nor sneer at small mustaches. 

And so the world goes on its way, 
Through happiness or sorrow. 

What seemed ridiculous today 
Grows serious tomorrow. 

Service. 
"A politician should serve his coun- 

try.” 
“There are two kinds of politicians.” 

said 8enator Sorghum. “One serves his 
country. The other manages to make 
his country serve him.” 

Jud Tunkins says he takes his folks 
to the movies most every night to keep' 
them from reading some of the maga- 
zines now so popular. 

Misleading Humor. 
The comic picture still I scan 

Por jovial friskers; 
And yet I know no Congressman 

Who wears chin whiskers! 

/ Home, Sweet Home. 
“Going to leave the big town?” 
"Yes,” answered Cactus Joe. “I’ve 

got to quit. I'm tired o’ bein’ among 
strangers when the town is shot up. 
I want to get back to the old Gulch, 
where the shootin' is less frequent and 
more friendly.” 

“Do not resent your creditors,” said 
Hi Ho, the sage of Chinatown. “Be 

proud of them. They prove that some 

one has been willing to trust you.” 

New National Holiday. 
It surely helps a man to think 

When, by the water swishin', 
He seats himself upon the brink 

To go a-fishin’. 

Since fishin’ thus assists a few 
•To be exceeding clever, 

Why not find out what It may do 
In group endeavor? 

Let us arrange a holiday 
Por high and low condition, 

And cogitate as best we may; 
Let’s an go fishin’. 

“When a man keeps talkin’ an’ talkin’,” 
said Uncle Eben, “he is sustained by de 
hope dat, wlf patience, he can find out 

i lumpin' wuth sayln’.” 

n \ 

Punishment for the New 
Destroyer of the Molbos 

To th« editor of Tho at or: 

Once upon a time there dwelt in a far 
country a people called Molbos. Now the 
Molbos had built them a fine fish pond 
and had developed therefrom a flourish- 
ing Industry. But alas! there came a 
time when no more fish could be caught 
In the pond, and the Molbos were In des- 
perate straits. The wise men therefore, 
having put their heads together, decided 
that they must drain the pond and dis- 
cover, If they* might, what was the cause 
of this Intolerable dearth of fish. The 
pond was accordingly drained, and lo! 
there, squirming in the mud, was some 
sort of vile monster, the very sight of 
which stirred the loathing of every 
Molbo who beheld It. (Modern biolo- 
gists have concluded that it must have 
been an eel.) “That,” exclaimed the wise 
men of the Molbos in once voice, “is the 
wretch that has been destroying our 
precious fish! Come, let us take counsel 
together on what penalty we shall mete 
out to him for so execrable a crime.” So 
once again they put their heads together, 
and they vied one with another for the 
distinction of proposing the most ex- 
quisite punishment for this enemy of 
their race. Finally, one who had listened 
attentively as penalty after penalty was 
suggested, but had not hitherto opened 
his mouth to counsel, spake crisply: 
"Drown him!” “What genius!” exclaimed 
the others in chorus. So they caught the 
monster, took him out upon a neighbor- 
ing lake, and chucked him over the side 
of the boat. “Ah!” ejaculated the shrewd 
proposer of the punishment, “behold his 
torture! See how he writhes and squirms 
in his terrible agonies!” 

it nas been thought that the entire 
race of Molbos had become extinct; but 
some recent events have led to the belief 
that a remnant of the tribe still exists. 
For not long ago the big boss and some 
of the lesser bosses of a nearby fish pond 
were observed to have their heads to- 
gether, much after the manner of the 
Molbos, and were overheard to whisper 
something about the alarming decline of 
their fishing business. Then a little later 
these same fishing magnates were dis- 
covered embarking in a boat, while at 
the same time carefully guarding some 
squirming object which to the observer 
looked like an eel, but which one of the 
magnates called “monopoly.” And, when 
the observer made bold to inquire what 
they meant to do with it. the chief mag- 
nate himself replied: “Drown him!” 

EDMUND C. BURNETT. 

Redundancy in Recent 
Address of President? 

To tho Editor of The Ster: 
New occasions just naturally seem to 

breed new duties—and jobs. 
In Vice President Marshall’s day me 

were told that “what the country needs 
is a good 5-cent cigar.” That was a chal- 
lenge to tobacco manufacturers to pro- 
duce such a product. 

In our day the crying need seems to be 
for a grammarian general to defend the 
King's English, as Americanized, from 
assaults of purists and the literati. 

And so it appears that we have one 
• self-appointed) to defend the Presi- 
dent's English against the charge of 
“redundancy.” So far he has done very 
well. But it looks like he has picked out 
for himself a steady job. 

In the President's Jackson dinner ad- 
dress there was continuous reference to 
“the integrity of the morals of democ- 
racy.” Is this equivalent to saying “the 
honesty of honesty,” “the uprightness of 
uprightness,” “the ethics of ethics” or 
“the virtue of virtue”? 

As there is some doubt about it the 
question is respectfully referred by one 
less learned to the grammarian general 
for consideration and report. 

Sincerely—in the public interest. 
JOSEPH W. CHEYNEY. 

Jackson Interpreted 
For Dorothy Thompson 

To the Editor of The SUr: 

Dorothy Thompson, in her column pub- 
lished in your edition of January 7, 1938, 
quotes in part from Mr. Jackson's speech 
and says she doesn’t know what he means 
by “state of mind” unless it means that 
the Judges of the country should have 
the Same state of mind as the adminis- 
tration. 

She owes it to Mr. Jackson to find out 
what he meant and apologize to him. 
She owes it to her readers to find out 
what he meant and set them right for 
she could not have possibly come to any 
more erroneous conclusion from his 
statement. 

What Mr. Jackson undoubtedly meant 
is that judges should give more weight 
to the results of the acts of persons who 
appear before courts and less to the 
intent which preceded such acts. Evi- 
dently Mr. Jackson agrees with the 
preacher who said: “Hell is paved with 
good intentions.’ Courts have always 
examined into the state of mind of a 
defendant prior to the commision of the 
violation of law with which he is charged 
and it is altogether fitting and proper 
that they should, within limits, but it is 
also true that a person who has done an 
injury to society should not go unpun- 
ished, regardless of how good his inten- 
tions were. This is Just as true of eco- 
nomic wrongs as it is of other wrongs 
against society. 

WIRT H. FERGUSON. 

A Belated Christmas 
Note of Appreciation 

To the Editor of The Star: 
Thank you for your Yuletide gift! You 

gave it no pretty wrapping, but carefully 
hid it away between the folds of my 
newspaper and left it to speak for itself, 
to wish me the merriest Christmas that 
comes to the children of men. 

Two weeks ago I lay ill and dispirited. 
A glimpse of the traditional Santa Claus 
red-and-white caught my eye as I 
searched for the editorial section of The 
Sunday Star. I drew out the Sunday 
magazine and saw a vision of delight, 
“The Skater.” 

How many, I wonder, of your readers 
felt the self-same thrill as they looked 
at the rapturous skater who met my 
wandering gaze? A figure of charm and 
grace, the exquisite poise of her white- 
gloved hands, of the trimly fitting white 
shoes, of the jaunty set of her soft white 
cap that matched the lovely fleece on 
her crimson dress. She was the incarna- 
tion of joyous youth, the proof that “To 
be young is very bliss.” 

The gleaming teeth behind her deep- 
red lips, the wealth of her golden hair, 
the laughing blue eyes with their neatly 
penciled brows, make her a creature so 
chaste, so lovely, so good that I could 
not let her go. She made me glad that 
I was alive. 

Instinctively I tore off the cover, fold- 
ing back the margin of white that named 
her “Queen of the Ice.” 

Thank you again. I shall frame it in 
gold and ivory and hang it where the 
rays of other brilliant stars may shine 
on it morning and evening. 

EMMA C. MILLER. 

Peaceful Progress. From the touisville Courier-Journal. 
The Japanese continue their “friendly 

advances” up the Yangtze, sending out 
an occasional dove of peace to lay an 
rn la Canton. 

A 

Tins AND THAT | 
_BY CHARLES B. TRAC EWELL. 

The house eat seldom Is given credit 
for either affection or brains. 

Yet nothing is better known to the 
friends of this curious animal than that 
It has both. 

Often It deliberately refrains from 
showing affection, not being a creature 
given to wearing Its heart on Its sleeve, 
as It were. 

As for its Intelligence, it has plenty, 
but only those who observe It carefully 
will be able to discover the signs. 

Tigey, outdoors cat, recently gave a 
post-Christmas demonstration of both. 

Tigey is called the outdoors cat, be- 
cause he is never allowed in the house. 

He is not permitted in because he does 
not belong to the householders. 

* * * * 

Who Tigey does belong to, In a human 
sense, is not known. 

It 1s generally reputed in the neigh- 
borhood that he was the pet of persons 
who moved away more than a year ago, 
leaving the cat to make his own way in 
the world. 

As to the ethics of this, those who like 
cats can have but one opinion, and it 
is not favorable to the humans who 
fondly conceived themselves as the cat’s 
"master.” 

Tigey, however, took life as he found 
it. 

Basically white, with tiger stripes over 
all, he subsisted as best he could in the 
neighborhood after some children let 
him out of the attic in which they found 
him locked. 

It is not likely that he was locked up 
deliberately. 

* * * * 

No doubt he ran from the moving men. 
Since they were on the steps, he fled 
higher and higher, finally into the attic. 

Then the door was shut on him. 
Several days later he was found. 
He was "on the neighborhood,” as the 

saying is. 
When he finally arrived beneath the 

bird feeding station he was so hungry 
that he ate cracked com. 

A domestic cat must be pretty hungry 
to eat such fare. 

No wonder he consumed a large dish 
of salmon, and drank almost a pint of 
milk. 

Who says fish and milk should not be 
eaten together? 

Certainly cats don’t mind. 
* * * * 

It is a curious thing about cats, how 
some of them care for salmon and some 
do not. 

Ask the average person who has no 
particularly liking for these apimals 
whether they will eat salmon, he will 
reply without hesitation, “Why, of 
course.” 

Some cats will not eat it at all. Some 
few will not eat raw beef. There are 
cats which will lap orange Juice, and 
others which like tomato juice. 

One might think offhand that all cats 
would like cod liver oil, but experience shows that practically none of them 
takes it willingly. 

» * * * 

Tigey decided that the people who fed 
~ 

him were worth staying with; that was 
where his sense came In. 

If It Isn’t Intelligence to know a good 
thing when you find It, we don’t know 
what intelligence is. 

Thousands of humans do not seem to 
know when they are well oft. 

Tigey did not hesitate. 
Although he was not permitted in the 

house, he was free to make himself at 
home on the back porch, under the sun 
porch, and In the garage. 

He asked for nothing better. 
The chimney came up through the 

sun porch. Its genial warmth kept him 
snug enough on even the coldest nights. 

Best of all, there was always a platter 
of fish or meat waiting for him, and a 
fine bowl of milk. 

* * * * 
If sometimes he was forced to share 

these with dogs, he did not mind much— 
no dog held any terror for him. His 
claws were ever ready. His powers of 
canine Intimidation were large. 

So he waxed large and fat. 
He lived the perfect feline life—all the 

exercise and fresh air there were, and 
plenty of good food. 

The only drawback to Tigey was that 
some one, in his youth, had treated him 
like a dog. 

Some one who did not really under- 
stand cats had tried to play with him as 
if he were a dog. 

They had boxed with him, and so had 
taught him to box back at the slightest 
motion. 

This is a very common mistake. Some 
persons think it “funny” to teach a cat 
to box. But these creatures should never 
be boxed with, in such a fashion; their 
claws are too sharp, for one thing, and 
it is wrong psychology. Cats are not dogs, 
and do not like “roughhouse” tactics. 

* * * * 
The result was that he bit, literally, 

the hand that fed him. 
It was fortunate for him that he had 

fallen into the hands of persons who 
genuinely liked cats, who understood 
their traits, and were willing to tolerate 
such actions. 

Really, it was not Tigey’s fault. 
Before Christmas, after more than a 

year’s steady attendance on the back 
porch, the big cat disappeared. 

Had he found himself a new home, 
where perhaps he was permitted in the 
house? 

Had he become a victim of modem 
traffic? 

J 
* * * * 

The days went by, and Tigey no more 
graced the door mat. 

That ever-ready paw, that grateful 
purr of thanks—queer combination, un- 
doubtedly—neither was a part of the 
household. 

Christmas came, and went, the New 
Year came, but Tigey did not appear. 

Last Saturday morning a meow came 
from the front door. 

There was Tigey, in all his splendor, 
as fat as ever, and perfectly willing to 
be fed. 

"You can pat me,” he seemed to purr, 
“but be careful—be careful-” 

He raised his paw. 
“Be careful of this,” he continued. 

“Where is the salmon and milk?” 

STARS, MEN AND ATOMS 
Notebook of Science Progress in Field, ! 

Laboratory and Study. 
BY THOMAS R. HENRY. 

The chance of the average driver be- 
ing involved in a serious traffic accident 
is remarkably small. 

The reason so many persons are killed 
and hurt is that there are so many auto- 
mobiles. And that’s one reason there is 
so much careless driving—the chances of 
getting away with it are so greatly in a 
fellow’s favor. 

This little appreciated side of the traffic 
problem is emphasized in a report from 
R. W. Crum, director of the Highway 
Research Board of the National Re- 
search Council. He says: 

When we drive, all of us—drunk or 
sober—think we are good drivers and 
none of us expects to have an accident. 
The reason for this is understandable. 
Of 28.270,000 motor vehicles, about 43,- 
470, or fifteen-hundredths of 1 per cent, 
were involved in 37,800 fatalities in 1936, 
and proportionately there were probably 
about 1.400,000 vehicles involved in the 
1.200.000 personal injuries in traffic acci- 
dents. The chance of my car or yours 
being in one of these accidents is slight. 
If the average vehicle is driven 10,000 
miles per year, there are approximately 
283,000,000,000 vehicle miles traveled, or 
202,143 for every vehicle involved in a 
personal-injury accident. 

"This means, if you drive your car 
10.000 miles per year, your chance, if 
you are an average driver, is one serious 
accident in 20.2 years. The plain mathe- 
matics of the situation is that no driver 
either consciously or subconsciously ex- 
pects to have an accident now, but the 
possibility of one personal injury acci- 
dent in a lifetime is something to be con- 
cerned about.” 

Still there were almost 38,000 persons 
killed in the United States in 1936, the 
year from which Mr. Crum takes his sta- 
tistics. What is to be done about it? 
No single thing holds forth much hope of relief, Mr. Crum holds. With increas- 
ing numbers of automobiles there prob- 
ably will be more accidents, although 
the average can be cut down much lower 
than it is by attacks from various sectors. 

Actually, the extremely low accident 
rate for the average driver is a little high 
It would be reduced slightly if there 
could be eliminated a relatively small 
group of "accident-prone” persons who 
don’t seem to be able to acquire skill in 
driving, are temperamentally unfitted for 
it, or who have certain physical dis- 
abilities. Highway Research Board 
studies, he reports, have shown that this 
group can be detected, but only after 
they have been responsible for a fair 
number of serious accidents. Tests de- 
vised by the board show them up to a 
certain extent. Various factors compli- cate the situation, however, and it would be unfair at present to deny anybody a 
driving permit on the basis of these tests 
They should, Mr. Crum says, serve as a 
warning to the individual. 

Recent studies of Dr. H. M. Johnson 
psychologist of the Highway Research Board, show that drivers between the 
ages of 18 and 22, inclusive, kill about twice as many persons in proportion to their numbers, as do those of all other 
ages. Here again there is very little to be done about it. It constitutes a stern warning to young drivers to be careful One very significant point of attack Is brought out by Mr. Crum, “if niaht 
driving could be made as safe as davtlme 
driving/’ he says, "highway“.StaK would be reduced by one-third and al- most half of the lives lost would be saved. Approximately half of all acci- dents occur at night when traffic is much less than in the daytime Dav. 
light traffic must be four timeTas deS£ 
as that at night in order to make travel by day as hazardous as by night. Here is a point of attack which warrants al- “ expendlture <* time and 
money. 

But again the question arises of what to do about It. Obviously the difference 
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If ^uln part at least- to differences in 
visibility. Data from New Jersey show that the overhead illumination of one 
heavy-traffic road made day and night •dr.ving comparable in safety. Much 
good could be accomplished by such 
lighting for heavily traveled highways. Even here the cost would be tremendous 
And the idea of such lighting for all 
the Nation’s highways is out of the ques- tion at present. 

Another way of cutting down fatalities, he stresses, is to improve roads. The 
safest type of roads are justifiable in 
heavily congested areas, but for thou- 
sands of miles of the roadwavs such con- 
struction would tax the highway user 
out of business. 

Pedestrians, the persons most fre- 
quently killed and hurt, can help out. 
They must be educated, the report stresses, to tee something of the driver’s 
viewpoint. Manufacturers must make 
safer cars and owners must be compelled by law to keep them safe. Along all 
these lines some good can be accom- 
plished. In percentages the reductions 
in accident rates might be small, but in 
the number of individuals killed or in- 
jured it would be very large. 

Compilation of Causes 
Of ‘Unplanned’ Recession 

To the Editor of The Star: 
This country has the vitality, if past 

history counts, to withstand one more 
compilation of the causes of the "un- 
planned” recession: 

1. Bureaucracy’s stale alibis, injudici- 
ous squawks, and demagogic attempts to 
shirk any share of blame for a near 
debacle long seen in the making. 

2. Failure of legislators to modify, or 
give airtight assurance of modification of 
confiscatory profits taxes. Failure to 
reduce or consolidate Government bu- 
reaus, observe civil service laws, or lay 
off spoilsmen of the high-pay, no-work 
species. Failure to bridge the gap in 
railroad buying power, due to reduced 
traffic and fixed interest coverage, by 
prompt rate restorations. 

3. Proclaimed policy toward utility 
companies of “We’ll nail your mangy pelts 
to the wall,” pursued through two politi- 
cal campaigns, but altered to “You’re a 
good guy, let's shake” when their vast 
expenditures are needed to salvage the 
New Deal mess. 

4. Oversupply of "economists” in Gov- 
ernment, "reform” obsessed—with clash- 
ing ideas, mostly goofy, generally un- 
workable. Continuance, under their 
"plans” of unbridled New Deal waste and 
extravagance. 

5. Capital’s building Investment strike, 
thanks to fantastic wages, inspired by 
Government’s drive for higher wages and 
prices recently protested against. Labor 
leaders’ failure to review wage scales and 
conditions which motivated steady build- 
ing upturn in 1922-27, duplication of 
which is essential to stem decline. 

6. Sit-down strikes, which exhausted 
employes’ reserves, choked off demand, 
and Increased national vulnerability to 
depression—without interference by the 
powers in Washington. 

7. Speeches like those by Harold Ickes 
and the new recruit to his style of ora- 

tory, Robert Jackson—perfectly calcu- 
lated to aggravate chaos, freeze recovery. 

8. Fears engendered (called “base- 
less” by Mr. Roosevelt) in big business 
and small enterprise by logical applica- 
tion of above factors. 

Shall this recession end soon, drag end- 
lessly, or accumulate impetus on the down 
side? Decision rests upon Congress, the 
administration and the heavier thinkers 
in labor’s ranks. Which course will these 
forces elect to follow?_ 

WALTER BAHN8EN. 
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ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

BY FREDERIC J. BASKIN. 

A reader can pet the answer to any 
Question of fact by writing The Evening 
Star Information .Bureau, Frederic J. 
Haskin, director. Washington. D. C. 
Please inclose stamp for reply. 

Q. Why is the lock on an automobile '** 
aoor on the right side Instead of on the 
driver’s side?—p. B. 

A. It is a safety precaution. The right door is nearest to the curb and is the one 
reached first when the owner leaves his 
•home. When a driver is parking his car 
it is safer for him to lock the right door 
near the curb than to stand in the path- 3 

way of traffic and lock the left door. 

Q. How many battle cruisers has this ** 

country?—C. E. 
A. The United 8tates Navy has no 

battle cruisers. On August 39. 1916, six 
battle cruisers were authorized and con- 
struction was begun. Under the Wash- 
ington treaty four were scrapped and two 
were converted into the aircraft carriers, 

* 

Lexington and Saratoga. < 

Q. How many men are employed in ■* 

the operation of the Holland Tunnel? 
—C. H. 

A. Pour hundred men work in three 
shifts to operate the tunnel. 

Q. How long has Walt Disney made * 

colored cartoons?—W. H. 
A. The Disney cartoons, have been 

made in color since February, 1935. 

Q. Has the American Red Cross sent 
aid to Spain and China?—T. P. 

A. It has given $87,000 for relief work 
in Spain, including evacuation of Ameri- 
cans stranded there, and $165,000 for 
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relief work in China among war-wound- 
ed and to aid American citizens in dis- 
tress. Relief in Spain has been made " 

through the International Committee of 
the Red Cross, working impartially with 
both sides in the conflict; Chinese relief 
has been given through the Chinese Red 
Cross and various American groups. Aid 
was offered to Japan, but declined by 
the Japanese Red Cross which had ample 
supplies, Admiral Grayson said. 

Q. Should a poinsettia plant be kept 
in a cool room?—H. K. 

A. The poinsettia requires both 
warmth and moisture. An even tem- 
perature, never dropping below 60 de- 
grees, is advisable with no sudden chill- a 
ing. It should be watered once or twice 
a day depending on the humidity of the 
room. 

Q. Who are the Negritoes?—W. J. 
A. The name means little Negroes « 

and was given by the Spaniards to the 
pygmy Negroid race of the Philippines. 
They are probably the aboriginal people 
of these islands. Other groups of them 
are found in the Andaman Islands and 
on the Malay Peninsula. They are usual- 
ly about 4 feet 6 inches in height, their 
skin is dark, coppery brown, and their ** 

hair thick and bushy. Their intelligence 
is of a very low grade and their habits 
are those of nomad savages. 

Q. Did Mary Garden make her debut 
as a soprano here or abroad?—W. C. J. 

A. She made her debut at the Paris 
Opera Comique in 1900 in Charpentier's 
“Louise.” 

Q. Will bats get in your hair and 
cling so that you must cut your hair in "» 

order to be rid of them?—J. H. S. 
A. The idea that bats have an affinity 

for human heads is entirely erroneous. 
No bat would ever become tangled in the 
hair of a person, if it could possibly 
avoid it and there is no flying creature 
which has such amazing accuracy in 
flight as a bat. 

Q. Is doctor of divinity an earned 
degree or an honorary degee?—T. C. 

A. It is usually an earned degree. 
There is no general regulation, however, 
to deter a university from bestowing such 
an honorary degree should it so decide. • 

Q. What was used for filling for quilts 
in Colonial times?—H. P. L. 

A. Often it consisted of unginned 
cotton. Not infrequently quilts were 
filled with fleece very much like the wool 
bats now procurable. But in early days 
fleece destined for such use was inade- 
quately washed and consequently re- 
tained much of the natural animal oil. 
which in either heat or dampnes gave ^ 
forth a disagreeable odor, and was used 
out of necessity rather than choice. 
Worn woolen sheets and blankets also 
were used as quilt fills, after they had 
begun to fall into holes. 

Q. Who is president of the Actors' 
Equity Association?—W. H. 

A. Burgess Meredith is president of 
the organization. 

Q. In what speech did President 
Harding use the term normalcy?—J. H. 

A. In his first message to Congress, 
President Harding urged a return to 
normalcy. r 

Q. What did Kreuger do before he 
entered the match business?—L. P. C. 

A. Ivar Kreuger, the Swedish engineer 
and industrialist, came to the United 
States in 1900 and was engaged in the 
construction of the Flatiron Building and 
other large structures in New York. In 
1907, he returned to Sweden and, with 
Paul Toll, organized the firm of Kreu- 
ger ft Toll for the construction of large, 
modem buildings. In 1913 this firm 
entered the match business. 

Q. What is the meaning of miserere? 
—W. H. % 

A. It is the Latin for have mercy. 

Q. Which countries of the world are 
not considered Christian countries?— 
V. N. W. 

A. The following are some of the prin- 
cipal countries of the world in which the 
preponderance of the citizens are non- 
Christian: China, India, Japan, Turkey, 
Arabia, Egypt, Morocco, Iran, Iraq, Zan- 
zibar, Slam and Algeria. 

/ 
Q. What is a minimum wage?—T. H. 
A. It is the lowest wage permitted 

in an industry or in a government or 
other organization. 

A Rhyme at Twilight 
By 

Gertrude Brooke Hamilton ( 

A Memory 
I lay awake In the night to hear 

The soughing wind in the pines, 
A singing sound that waked In me 
Echoes of long-lost melody. 

Blue seas where the sun still shines, 
Young voices that rang out clear. 

From a long-gone day came back to mS 
A shining and sea-washed strand; 

Under young fingers castles rise. 
Built with gay song and merry eyes; 

Fair castles of drifting sand 
That the tides washed out to sea. v„ 
The wind in the pines all night for a* 
Sang of my youth and that sunny sea. 
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