
Ickes - Advised 
• Oil Men Face 

Jail Term 
Business Not Helped 
By Convictions, 

Says Observer. 
By DAVID LAWRENCE. 

business man who goes to 
Washington to discuss eco- 
nomic recovers- and who mcn- 
non* a proposal that relates 

~*ny *'ay to prices does so at his 

w 
He mny find himself in 

i lat‘er °n. notwithstanding the 
ract that he may 
be encouraged by 
the President of 
the United States 
or by any member 
of his cabinet to 
formulate such a 
plan and put it 
into operation. 

This inference 
Way readily be 
•Trawn from the 
amazing set of \ 
circums t a n c e s 

that surrouhds \ 
the conviction of < 

16 oil companies 
and 30 of their 

David Iswrfnpp, 

officers by a jury in Madison. Wis.. on 
a technicality under the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Law relating to price- 
fixing. 

What, the oil men did thev did 
Originally under the encouragement 
of the Department of the Interior, 
presided over by Secretary Harold 
Ickes. Everything that the oil execu- 
tives did was known to the Federal 
Government prior to June, 1935. when 
the first complaint was lodgpd with 
the Department of Justice—this was 
a month after the N. R. A. codes were 
Invalidated by the Supreme Court. 

Not a single suggestion that the oil 
men were violating the anti-trust 
laws or warning to stop was given 
them by the Department of the In- 
terior, with which they were co- 
operating earnestly to stabilize price 
wars in the oil field?, A letter, which 
Is now a matter of public record, was 
written by Secretary Ickes to the oil 
men which advises them frankly to 
cut out the price wars and get to- 
fether. 

Inter-Departmental Law. 
The gossip Is that the Interior 

Department and the Department of 
Justice have been for several months 
at. loggerheads over the case and that 
Secretary Ickes recently placed at 
the disposal of the defense counsel in 
Madison all the record? and data 
♦hat he could without hirmelf be- 
coming involved as a partisan of the 
defense cause. 

There's one man who knows more 
about, the legal aspects of this whole 
proceeding from the standpoint of 
what the oil executives did than any- 
body else in the picture, and he is 
Charles Fahy, now general counsel for 
the National Labor Relations Board, 
but, previous to that assignment, he 
was counsel for the Petroleum Admin- 
istrative Board, created in the Interior 
Department by Mr. Ickes to handle the 
oil problem. Next to him. Secretary 
Ickes can speak—the public is en- 
titled to know their views on this 
strange proceeding, though courtesy 
*> another Government department 
probably will keep them silent. 

The oil executives had no inten- 
tion of violating any law. Certainly 
today, as they and their families bear 
the odium of publicity given to con- 
victions in a Federal court, it is a 
far cry from the spirit and atmos- 
phere which prevailed when they sat 
down with Mr. Fahy and Government 
officials to work out and adjust the 
situation in what was then described 
as the marketing of “distress' gaso- 
line. 

Question of Fair Play. 
If these executives have violated 

the law on a technicality, and their 
counsel tried strenuously to prove to 
the jury that It was not evpn a tech- 
nical violation, the question of fair 
play arises, becau.se the Department ! 
of Justice and tbe Department of 
Interior are both directly responsible ; 
to President Roosevelt, and he could 
have reconciled the difference between 
these departments and settled the 

'case without allowing technicalities to 
rule. Certainly the President had an 
opportunity, ever since the date of 
the indictments,—December, 1936—to 
eliminate the criminal proceedings 
against the individuals and let the 
effort to enjoin the oil companies 
through civil proceedings be the way 
of bringing about an adjustment of 
the conflicting issues. 

But the President did not do so. He 
permitted the indictments to be 
brought and to stand against men 
■who co-operated with his own ad- 
ministration. Under such circum- 
stances, does any business man in 
America today dare to take the risk 
•f that informal co-operation which 
might be called price mediation or 
price adjustment in conference with 
Government officials? Not long ago, 
Mr. Roosevelt proposed such a plan 
•t his press conference. Business men 
will look askance now at any such 
conferences, for they may lay them- 
selves open to possible criminal in- 
dictments. Even the assurance by a 
cabinet officer or a Government de- 
partment that there will be no prose- 
cution apparently cannot be accepted 
iu a guarantee of immunity. 

Plain Violation of I-aw. 
The only assurances of immunity that a citizen may really rely upon 

•re those in which he violates the 
Federal Corrupt Practices Act by 
purchasing Democratic campaign 
books with the President's autograph 
thereon. This is a plain violation of 
the law', but the Department of Jus- 
tice. with the approval of President 
Roosevelt, will condone these so-called 

••■technical" violations because they 
bring money into the Democratic cam- 

paign chest. No more flagrant case 
of immorality in the conduct of Gov- 
ernment could be cited, but not a 

•ingle indictment has ever been 
brought. 

So far as principle is concerned 
there isn’t the slightest difference be- 
tween one Federal law and any other. 
The violator can be hauled before a 

grand jury, and after a case is pre- 
,pared by aggressive Government pros- 
ecutors who narrow the issue to a 

technicality, the jury has no choice 
but to listen to the charge that a law 
has actually been violated. They 
cannot take into account all the ex- 

tenuating circumstances surrounding 
the co-operation of Government and 
business which the Department of 
Interior encouraged, for instance, in 
respect to the oil industry. The jury 
can only look at the law literally and 
the evidence literally. 

Proof of this attitude can be gotten 
from reading the proceedings on the 
long struggle which the oil defense 
had in trying to get into the record 
a copy of the Ickes letter. Govern-. 

1 ment counsel fought this strenuously 
—they didn’t want the jury to oon- 
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Stormy Opening Marked Business Advisory Council 
Meeting—Gen. Wood Speaks His Mind in Letter. 

By JOSEPH ASLOP AND ROBERT KINTNER. 

BEFORE 
the important Business Advisory Council meeting at the 

White House last wee*, there was a regular anti-administration 
rebellion among the 50 business leaders friendly to the New Deal 
who compose the council. More than 40 of them determined to 

resign if the President did not retract the "50 families" outburst of Assistant 
Attorney General Robert H. Jackson and Secretary of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes. 

Before the White House meeting, Gen. Robert E. Wood, chairman of 
the ooard of Sears. Roebuck, wrote 
the President in rather brutal terms 
what he and the other council 
members thought of the Jackson 
and Ickes orations. In his reply, 
given orally at the meeting, the 
President not only intimated that 
everything said by Jackson and 
Ickes had been inspired by himself, 
he also took full responsibility. 

Nevertheless, the resignation 
movement among the council mem- 
bers was stopped by the President’s general friendliness and his specific 
approbation of the program drawn up by the council. 

* * * * 

Especially encouraging to the business leaders of the council was 
the President’s receptive attitude toward demands for the establishment 
of an "economic council” of 25 members, representing labor, industry, finance and other segments of the national economic life. The "economic 
council” idea originated in the Berle-Lamont-Lewis group which visited 
the White House rather earlier. 

From the Berle-Lamont-Lewis group it was communicated to the 
Business Advisory Council members. They were enthusiastic for it, 
and particularly because the President seemed to approve the notion 
of an "economic council” subcommittee, which would be in very 
frequent contact with him and would have considerable voice in 
matter of policy. The advisory council hopes for a good represent 
tation on the proposed new body. 

* * * * 

Above are recounted two high lights of the Business Advisorv Council 
meeting which did not reach the ears of the world. The gathering was 
one of tne most important events in the strange saga of the President's 
dealings to date with the depression. Herewith, therefore, is set forth a 
fairly romplete and detailed story of the whole meeting, with the high lights 
propterly related to the whole. 

The story begins on the evening of Tuesday. January 18. when the 
membership of the council assembled In Washington. The White House 
had invited the council to confer on the following afternoon, but the 
members came early to talk over the program which was to be put before 
the President. 

They arrived in a towering rage. Except for such Government 
representatives as United States Treasurer William A. Julian, there was 
not one of them who had not been shocked and infuriated by the Jackson 
and Ickes anti-monopoly speeches. In the days before, there had been 
much discussion of the speeches among the council members. 

Even before they arrived in Washington many of them were resolved to 
j part company with the administration unless the speeches were nullified 

by the President. At the Tuesday evening meeting the subject of the 
speeches came up at once ajid an extremely stormy session ensued. 

There u^as much hammering on desks, not a little shouting, and 
some mutual recrimination. The predominant theme in the council 
members' complaint was that they had served the President well and 
been ill-repaid. At length, more than 40 of the total membership 
of 50 had put themselves on record as ready to resign if the Jackson- 
Ickes attacks were not repudiated at the White House. 

* * * * 

A partial program was also drawn up Tuesdav evening. Next morning 
! thP council members went to work again and completed the program. It 

was not shown to pious Dan Ropier, whose sponsorship of the council is 
the chief reason why he is still Secretary of Commerce, until it was finished 

! and approved. Roper read it over, gulped, and said it was fine. This 
! program was. of course, the one later made public at the White House, 

along with th» President's comments on it. 
With their pregram in their pockets, the council members trooped 

; down to the White House Wednesday afternoon. Feeling among the 

v ,V" A& 

members was so belligerent that 
* good many had sworn to give the 
program to thp public on their own 

responsibility if the President chose 
to suppress it. 

Their belligerence was some- 
what soothed, however, in the very 
first minutes of their reception. 
The President was genial, welcom- 
ing and full of kind words. The 
council members took their seats 
in a rather more cheerful frame of 

mind. A copy of the program was handed to the President. He listened 
carefully while it was read aloud. 

The President took notes as he listened and. when the reading was 
done, made the comments on the program which are already known. 
General discussion, in which the President took the lead, followed the 
specific talk of the program. 

* * * * 

Perhaps the most important incident of the discussion came about 
because of the letter of Gen. Wood. Contrary to the habit of mast business 
leaders, whose tongues run with soft soap in the presidential presence 
however much their hearts*hiay overflow with bile elsewhere, Gen. Wood 
had said precisely what he thought. He described the Ickes and Jackson 
speeches as wholly unjustified, threatening to business confdence and 
charged with all sorts of possibilities of serious repercussions. He asked 
the President to make a definite statement on his feeling about the 
speeches. 

The President refused to back down, making th" reply alreadv in- 
dicated. With the qualification of his previous approval of the rouncil 
program, however, the reply was not. too unpalatable to the council 
members. None troubled to take up Gen. Wood's theme in an important 
way. 

Note—This is the first of two articles giving the details of the 
important Business Adiisory Council meeting. 

iCwrlsht, 19.38, by the North American Newspaper Alliance. Inc.) 

Do Not Know Rules. 
Surely business progress will not 

be helped by what, has happened, be- 
cause business men can rightfully say 
they do not know what the rules are. 
The anti-trust laws have been vari- 
ously interpreted by judicial decisions 
and by the Department of Justice 
itself. It will be recalled that Col. 
William J. Donovan, hero of the 
“Fighting 69th,” in the World War, 
who w'as chief counsel for the oil men, 
was an assistant attorney general in 
the Department of Justice a decade 
ago. and he advocated a policy of 
letting business men come to the de- 
partment, state frankly what they 
planned to do and learn whether what 
they had in mind was a violation of 
law. 

This policy was never accepted by 
the succeeding administrations. So 
a business man who wants to comply 
w-ith the laws on the exchange of in- 
formation relative to existing sur- 
pluses or on market conditions does 
not know how far he really can go. and 
the only way he can find out is to 
take a risk—and. if it lands him in 
Jail, well, the Government says, "it’s 
just too bad, we can’t help it.” 

The manifest unfaimesi of such 
tactics is not a stimulus to public 
confidence nowadays, in time of busi- 
ness recession. The business man 
who goes to Washington to talk with 
any Government officials, therefore, 
should familiarize himself, or through 
his attorneys, with what happened in 
the oil cases if he wants to keep his 
family name from being besmirched 
by a possible conviction in a Federal 
court which usually takea years to 
erase. And when innocence of crim- 
Inal wrongdoing is finally established, 

sider anythin? but the technical re- 
sult of the work of the committee Of 
business men appointed originally at 
the behest of the Department of the 
Interior. 

the long interval in between ha* 
usually done damage to individual 
reputations that is beyond repair. 

(CopyrUht, ]93«.) 

COST 500 MILLION 
Every year 50 million people lose 

500 million dollars as a result of colds, 
but who can count the even greater 
loss in health? 

Start taking Father John’s Medi- 
cine. For 83 years it has been recom- 
mended and used successfully by one 
generation after another as a treat- 
ment for colds and a proven body 
builder. It must be good. 

83 YEARS IN USE 

w» COIOS 
»ODY aUlLPINt 

J'HE opinions of the writers on this page are their own, not 
mu cessarily The Star’s. Such opinions are presented in The Star’s effort to give all sides of questions of interest to its 
reaaers, although such opinions may be contradictory among themselves and directly opposed to The Star’s. 

Two Souls,- One Bosom 
Administration Covers Up Dual Personality by Meth- 
oris When Used by Individuals Are Called ’Psychoses.* 

By DOROTHY THOMPSON. 

TWO 
souls dwell in the bosom 

of this administration, as, in- 
deed, they do in the bosom of 
the American people. The one 

loves the abundant life, as expressed 
in the cheap and plentltul products of 
large-scale mass production and dis- 
tributton; the 
cheapest and best 
canned foods, 
clothes, automo- 
biles and labor- 
saving gadgets, 
to be found any- 
where on earth, 
and the rela- 
tively high wages 
that large-scale 
mass production 
has produced. 
The other soul 
yearns for former 
simplicities. for 
d e centralisation, 
for the Interests Dorothr Thompann. 

of the "little man. revolts against 
high-pressure salesmanship, denounces 
"monopoly" and "economic empires" 
and seeks means of breaking them up. 
Our administration manages a re- 
markable Charlie McCarthy stunt of 
being, from press conference to press 
conference, in favor of organizing and 
regulating the economic empires to 
greater and greater efficiency and of 
breaking them up as a tribute to peren- 
nial American populist feeling. 

How Happy I Would Be. 
When the latter soul is most articu- 

late we hear from Mr. Ickes and Mr. 
Jackson, and are aware, in the back- 
ground. of the essential feelings of 
Henry Wallace, and in tribute to that 
soul, the President remarks that all 
holding companies must go. When 
the former rules, the President qualifies 
his holding company remarks, ana 

points with pride to the fact that Mr. 
Owen Young. Mr. Thomas Lamont and 
Mr. John Lewis can sit down at the 
same table together and discuss ways 
and means of coming to an under- 
standing. And we hear talk of the 
self-regulation big business, in col- 
laboration with big labor and big 
banking. 

This point and counter point has 
run through the whole history of the ! 
New Deal. and. perhaps, from the 1 

point of view of the voter is its most' 
attractive quality. For it permits al- 
most any social philosophy to claim it 
as its own representative, from those 
who believe that modem technology 
makes greater and greater concentra- 
tion and organization essential, with 
an eventual prospect of one form or 
another of collectivism, to the distribu- 
tists. who look for the "good life" in 
a wider distribution of ownership, de- 
centralization, the rebirth of small 
business and small industry, a return 
to agrarianism and a more modeat 
concept of life altogether. 

And sometimes the Chief Execu- 
tive must feel like the gentleman in 
the beggar's opera: “How happy 
would I be with either, were t'other 
dear charmer away." 

lead* to Arbitrary Ruling*. 
It also gives the administration the 

advantage of combining in itself both 
the majority and the opposition, and 
of giving us one party, with the feel- 
ing that even if the Republicans re- 
main permanently moribund, we still, 
actually, have a two-party system. 

The danger, of course, is that guch 
an intellectual split, or what the 
neurologists call “schizophrenia"— 
which afflicts all “popular front-” gov- 
ernments—must and does lead to quite 
arbitrary rulings. Since to pursue 

j either policy consequently would mean 
the loss of one set of followers, or 
fellow travelers, nr collaborators, the 
day-to-day decisions are made, not on 
the basis of big business versus small 
business, or concentration versus de- 
centralization, but on the basis of 
good business versus bed business. 
The yardstick Is not policy but poli- ; 
tics. A sort of substitute for the 
German “Aryan” paragraph is found. ! 

Play in with the administration and j 
your blood is pure, you belong among i 
the elect, and the saved. Stick out 

| your neck against the administration j I and you invite the knife. Mr. Wen- I 

dell Wilkie, for instance, is a big 
bad wolf, but Mr. Owen Young, one 
of the really great diplomats of the 
business world, is okay. The fact 
that the electrical manufacturing in- 
dustry is probably the most complete 
and efficient monopoly in the United 
States, with the exception of the 
aluminum company, is beside the 
point. 

I am not attacking the Electrical 
Industries Trust. They do an ex- 
tremely good job. But if you think 
they do not have a magnificently 
efficient price-fixing apparatus, just 
get prices quoted from any of the 
few companies on, let us say, a tur- 
bine, and see what the variation is. 
They would, no doubt, reply that sta- 
bility in so highly capitalized an in- 
dustry demands price administration. 
And perhaps they are right. At any 
rate, they are in a relatively com- 
fortable position, because Mr. Young 
and Mr. Swope are public •'liberals," 
therefore "good,” and the utility com- 
panies, their customers, being in the 
doghouse, can’t very well kick. 

Don't Like Ford's Policy. 
Similarly, Mr. Ford’s "economic 

empire" is denounced, although no 
one could possibly call Mr. Ford a 

monopolist. The reasons for the de- 
nunciation are other than the appar- 
ent ones. The administration does 
not like his labor policy nor his pol- 
itics. This column is not defending 
them. We are merely pointing out 
that the distinction between "good” 
and "bad" is a political and subjective 
distinction, and leads us very dan- 
gerously away from the essential con- 
stitutional conception of equality be- 
fore the law. 

Mr. Harvey Couch, for example, of 
the Arkansas Light & Power Co., is 
"good.” Just why, I have not been 
able to figure out on any objective 
grounds. I seem to recall that a Sen- 
ator in a hearing before the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee once 
remarked that Mr. Couch had glorified 
his State of Arkansas according to 
the formula of Flo Ziegfeld: First 
strip her and then glorify her. But 
Mr. Couch is a good, working party 
member, who has always played in 
closely with the boys, and he gets a 
contract from the T. V. A. whereby 
with the aid of the American tax- 
payer he is able to purchase power 
much cheaper than he could produce 
it himself with no provision controlling 
his resale rates, and with a provision 
that no such control will be imposed 
without a two-year notice, in other 
words, without, giving him time in 
which to build his own generating 
plants. And. I believe, this is against 
specific provisions of the law. Why? 

And over in Jersey City we get 
Mayor Hague dpfying the C. I. O in 
a manner to make Henry Ford look 
like a softy. But Mayor Hague is 
vice chairman of the National Dem- 
ocratic Committee. 

Political Empire Grown. 
One notices another thing. No 

matter how much one may talk about 
breaking up economic empire*, the 
while one separate* the sheep from 
the goats, there is nowhere a tendency 
to decentralize or break up the polit- 
ical empire. On the contrary, when 
the six New England States, encour- 
aged by the White House, and under 
the terms of the Omnibus Flood Con- 
trol Act, make compacts among them- 
selves to control the Connecticut and 
Merrimack Rivers against floods, 
and with the full approval of the War 
Department's experts and of congres- 
sional committees, reserve to them- 
selves the power rights from the res- 
ervoirs. they find the administration 
reversing the very compacts which it 
encouraged, because the political em- 

pire wants to build up a super-hold- 
ing company of water control. And, 
of course, the way to break the com- 

pact* is to do what railroads, utilities 
and holding companies have been ac- 
cused, and often justly, of doing, 
bribing legislatures. This time by an 
offer of $7,000,000 of Federal funds. 

My distributist friends of the New 
Deal tell me that the administra- 
tion only wants to consolidate the 
political empire for the sake of crack- 

Says Mr. Donald McClelland 
• • These photographs show three views 
of Mr. McClelland before he started Thomas 
treatment, and three views taken 5^ 
months later. Note that all of the bald 
spots have been completely filled in with 
new, vigorous, growing hair. Mr. McClel- 
land’s baldness was of the type known as 
“alopecia areata". 

All of the 14 local causes of baldness 
(responsible for almost 90% of all baldness) 
respond to the Thomas method of treat- 
ment. Dandruff disappears; abnormal hair- 
fall stops; and hair growth is promoted on 
the thin and bald.spots. Guess work is 
banished when you place your scalp prob- 
lem in the hands of a Thomas expert. He 
first determines the exact cause of your 
hair loss, and then adapts the reliable, 
proved Thomas treatment to overcome that 
cause. Your scalp is soon restored to a 
normal healthy condition, conducive to the 
natural growth of hair. 

More than 1600 other persons are bene* r* 
firing each day from Thomas treatment. HH 
You, too, can have a good head of hair. No 
charge is ever made for consultation or a 
complete scalp examination (always in 
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This Changing World 
All Major Powers Are Striving for Navies "Equaled 

by None.” 

By CONSTANTINE BROWN. 

WHOEVER 
Invented the slogan of a navy "equaled by none" did a 

good Job of it. Hier# Is not a single prime minister or head of 
government In the world now who does not claim that his chief 
aim end contribution to the welfare of the state is an armed 

force "equaled by none." 
Chaitemps got this slogan out of his political trick bo* last Friday and 

obtained a heretofore unheard-of vote of confidence from a chamber which 
Is essentially hostile to him politically and personally. Members of the right 

ana communists trooped before the 
ballot box and registered their 
“ayes” in support of such a policy. 

Japan does not need the ballot 
box at the present moment, but 
the people pay less reluctantly the 
heavy dues for armaments when 
their generals and admirals tell 
them about the magic "equaled 
by none.” The same thing is hap- 
pening in the United States Con- 
gress, In Germany, in Italy and 

.. 

Le*ser power* sigh because they cannot use the catching slogan, but they do their utmost to organize their forces to resist the "equaled by nones " 
* * * * 

High officials in Washington are worried over many things, but now they are looking anxiously toward Shanghai. 
T1™ **anay lncident is over, but the Washington warning to Tokio 

aKmn 1S 8erioUsly h«r«- Less so by the Japanese naval ana military officers. 
The Tokio government, after having given the required assur- 

ances to the American Government that the culprit* of the bombing would be severely punished, is saying no more about it. Ti In true 

thn.I a n,‘mber °f high-ranking officers have been Transferred, but 
™ther the army nor the navy department is willing to divulge what 
kind of punishment has been inflicted on the flyers who have carried out the orders of those who ordered that outrage. Some cynics, conversant with the Japanese methods, maintain that they must hait all been given a promotion for •'bravery in the field." 

The heads of the fighting services say that the punishment must re- main secret since its publicity might effect the morale of the army and tne navy. 0 

* * * * 

., 
among th* Japanese expeditionary forces in China is that the incident was unimportant and will not interfere with the further exploits of the military. 

There have been a number of very serious incidents in Shanghai which 
aeem to deny the promises of the Tokio foreign office that the armv has received orders to avoid all clashes with the United States or any third 
power. The mast spectacular Incidents occurred with British soldiers on 
duty and In the French concession. 

Now there are rumors that "something is being planned" to 
have an incident with the American marines. Not that the Japanese, are looking for trouble. But they are most anxious to get the West- 
erners out of Shanghai. 

On the one hand the Japanese authorities let it be known that the 
new unmese government intends 
to make Shanghai its capital; on 
the other hand the incidents be- 
tween the foreign forces and the 
Japanese Army of Occupation— 
outside the International Settle- 
ment are becoming more frequent. 
They hope that a combination of 
both—the need to make Shanghai 
take Nanking's place and thp many 
incidents which might lead to seri- 
ous consequences—will ultimately 
mauce me toreign powers to withdraw from Shanghai and ultimately form 
the whole of China. 

* * * • 

Despite these disquieting reports—which mar after all be "inspired"— it is believed that the Japanese commanders will think twice before tackling the marines. They got away with the sinking of the Panay, but they know 
what a wave of indignation will grip the United States if some of the leath- 
ernecks were bumped off by Japanese soldiers. 

lng the economic empires and then 
decentralizing again, and more effi- 
ciently, its own power. That, inci- 
dentally, is an argument of the hold- 
ing companies, and often they have 
done it, because it was profitable. 
But when I have seen a single case in 
history or in the modem world of a 
Government decentralizing power that 
it has. by one means or another, ac- 

qttired I will modify my skepticism. 
Meanwhile, the split personality of 

the administration covers Itself up by 
rationalisations, which when the indi- 
vidual takes refuge in them, are called 
"psychoses We have neurotic pol- 
itics. And unfortunately democracy 
can only function, in the long run, 
with rational criteria. 
(Copyright. 1ft.TR. New York Tribune. Inc.) 

Headline Folk 
and What 

They Do 
"Horse Opera” Actor Is 

Most Popular in 
World Today, 

By LEMUEL F. PARTON. 

BARRING possibly Mickey Mouse, 
Gene Autry, the handsome 
Buckaroo, is the most popular 
moving picture actor In the 

world today. 
This writer couldn’t swear to that 

from personal knowledge and Is mere- 
ly reporting a presumably accurate 
Hollywood fanmail survey. According 
to this, Autry gets more letters than 
the four other leaders put together. 
To avoid invidious comparison, the 
names of the latter are omitted here, 
but they are among the most luminous 
and expensive in the trade. Producers 
think nothing of shooting a million 
or two on one of these stars, while 
Autry’s horse operas never nick them 
for more than $75,000. 

Hence, as Autry and his horse go 
Into a sit-down strike against the 
Republic Film Co., it is not surprising 
so find several other companies trying 
to rope the popular cowhand and drag 
him over to their lot. His film. 
"Washington Cowboy.” now in the 
making. Is held up while the lawyers 
try to arrange a deal. He has been 
Republic's ace for a long time, making 
six Westerns a year. 

From Tioga, Tex, he ran away with 
a medicine show, playing his guitar 
and yodeling. returned for a short 
stretch in school, and then rode the 
range in Oklahoma. He became a 
railroad telegraph operator in a sage- 
brush town. It was as a song writer 
that he got his first nod from the 
show world. His "Silver-haired Daddy 
of Mine” is still paying nice royalties. 
Singing for jerk-water radio stations 
In the Southwest brought him wider 
attention and finally to Hollywood. 
Gene Autry is his real name. 

Currently, Prof. Mortimer J. Adler 
of the University of Chicago pans 
the educator* for shirking their Job 
»nd trying to pass the buck to the 
movies. Stacking up Autry's Juvenile 
fans against John Dewey's, the movies 
might admit considerable responsi- 
bility. But, if this reporter may fudge 
over a mite toward the editorial page, 
the movies seem to have the nub of 
the argument. Autry's handling of 
the six-gun is discreet and chivalrous, 
virtue always triumphs, and he wows 
the youngsters with good entertain- 
ment. which, after all. is the business 
of the movies. One vote here goes 
to the moving pictures against the 
pedagogues. We venture a guess the' 
the moving picture industry has moved 
farther toward enlightenment ar.d so- 
cial effectiveness in the last 20 year 
than the colleges. 

(Copyright. 193!.) 

PhotogTaph Finds Man. 
Bearing no address, but with a 

photograph of the addressee stuck 
on the envelope, a letter was delivered 
safely by postal officials of Lueneberg. 
Germany. Underneath the photograph 
the sender had written "To the person 
in Lueneberg whose photo appears 
hereon.” A postman recognized the 
picture and delivered the letter. 

fTNEVER ENTERED MV NERD, 
•VZRTtt/'/ 
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Tho Smofca Zono Is tho Colds Zonot 

When I inhale Spud Smoke I actually 
carry soothing menthol vapor to and 
through the sensitive nose and throat pas* 

sages—my Smoke Zone—my Colds Zone! 
Cold or no cold, it pays to smoke SPUD 

Cigarettes because Spud Smoke is soothing 
smoke. It doesn't irritate, but actually 
soothes the Smoke Zone. I love HI 
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