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When Is a Boom? 
The presidential boom oi John L. 

I .ewis has been launched at last—or has 
it? Lieutenant Governor Frank J. 

Hayes of Colorado, addressing ttie 
United Mine Workers of America in 
national convention, brought a roar of 

rommendalion when he said the organi- 
sation had a man competent ip occupy 
the White House, its own president. 
Hayes added that he wished "this was a 

national contention of the Democratic 
party. There wouldn't be any question 
about, the nomination.” 

A great deal of gossip about tile sup- 

posed presidential ambitions of Mr. 
Lewis, who has the distinction of being 
head of the C. I. O. as well as president 
of the United Mine Workers, has circu- 
lated in Washington. There is nothing 
on the record, however, to show either 
that Mr. Lewis has encouraged a presi- 
dential boom or that he has not. If lie 
wishes to be President, lie must be nomi- 

nated and elected. And if he is to be a 

nominee, which political party is to 

sponsor him? 
Mr. Lewis was at one time a Repub- 

lican. More recently he has been a New 
Deal Democrat. He and his organiza- 
tion put up half a million dollars to help 
finance the 1936 campaign lor the re- 

election of President Roosevelt, the larg- 
est single contribution made to the Dem- 
ocratic campaign fund. Mr. Lewis spoke 
up sharply some months ago to remind 
the President of this aid. In fact, on 

more than one occasion Mr. Lewis has 
reminded the Chief Executive that or- 

ganized labor and the C. I. O. expect 
their pound of flesh. Despite tnese 

flashes, neiiher Mr. Lewis nor the Pres- 

ident has failed to realize the advisability 
of sticking together. And so far they 
stick, outwardly at least. 

Unless there is a tremendous political 
upheaval. President Roosevelt will have 
a great deal to say about the presiden- 
tial nominee of the Democratic party in 

1940. He may even have the nomination 

himself, if he wishes to try to smash the 
third-term tradition. At present, Mr. 
Lewis is probably not the choice of 
President Roosevelt for President of the 
Linited States, not by a jugful. If that 
be so and continues to be so in 1940. Mr. 

Lewis' chances for a nomination at the 
hands of the Democratic party are slim 
to the point of attenuation. Incidentally 
there are other forces in the Democratic 

party w'hich would rule Lewis out. 

Barring nomination at the hands of 
the Democratic party, Mr. Lewis might 
seek nomination of the American Labor 
party, if that parly becomes Nation wide 
and if Mayor F. H. La Guardia of New 
York does not pre-empt that honor. 
With so many "ifs" on the horizon, it is 
entirely reasonable to wonder, after all, 
whether a presidential boom for Mr. 
Lewis has been launched or not. 

With the American Federation of La- 
bor denouncing Mr. Lewis and all his 
works, it is difficult to see how Mr. 
Lewis, even if nominated, could expect 
undivided labor support. 

The Lieutenant Governor of Colorado, 
Jn the same speech in which he present- 
ed Mr. Lewis as a presidential possi- 
bility, dubbed the members of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
•‘sour-faced battle axes," "barnacles" 
and "old scare crow's." These friendly 
appellations were due to the fact that 
the D. A. R. had not found it convenient 
to rent a hall to the United Mine Work- 
ers for their convention. If Mr. Lewis 
failed to agree with Mr. Hayes about 
the characteristics of the members of 
the D. A. R„ he refrained from mention- 
ing the fact. The attack, however, has 
not increased the political strength of 
Mr. Lewis and his supporters. An apol- 
ogy to the women who make up this 
national patriotic organization is due, 
but will it be made? 

Adrift in the Arctic. 
There has been no more colorful 

episode in the history of Arctic explora- 
tion than that of Russia's “North Pole 
ramp," whose four occupants now' are 

drifting on an ice block about 100 miles 
east of Greenland, while two ice break- 
ers are pushing through the frozen 
ocean to their rescue. 

The exploit of these men is by no 

means to be regarded as a “stunt.” 
Theatrical as it may have Seemed, it 
had a solid scientific purpose. The 
Arctic basin, now more obviously than 
ever, is the brewing pot of the Northern 
Hemisphere's weather and this, in turn, 
is one of the two or three most impor- 
tant factors in man’s environment. 
These men have doubtless gathered a 

large amount of data which will be of 
incalculable value in interpreting 
weather phenomena. What happens at 
th« North Pole today may well affect 
the business of Washington department 
•torea two weeks hence. 

The problem of long-range weather 

forecasting Is, at present, one of patient 
collection and classification of data 
such as these men have been gathering. 
Eventually some brilliant synthesis will 
make clear the relationships and work 
out formulae for weather behavior. 
Theory without data is moonshine. The 
data cannot be gathered by men in 

steam-heated offices. It must be gath- 
ered by men willing to risk their lives in 
flights above the clouds, to endtire the 
loneliness of isolated stations around 
the rim of the Arctic, or, as in the case 

of these Russians, actually to live on the 
unstable ice. 

It is sincerely to be hoped that they 
will be rescued, none the worse for 
their perilous experience. The drift 
appears to be toward the Greenland 
coast. There is the possibility that they 
will safely reach dry land, however in- 
hospitable. 'There is the even greater 
possibility that the ice breaker—Rus- 
sia's great contribution to the conquest 
of the Arctic—will reach them. The 
world will watch intently the progress 
of their drift and of their rescuers. 

Beyond Keacli. 
The New Jersey Legislature and Mayor 

Frank Hague of Jersey City have locked 
horns. Mayor Hague seems to have won 
the first round. In an effort to obtain 
the Hudson County poll books and to 

continue an investigation of charges of 
fraudulent voting in the election last 
November, a legislative committee went 

to the office of the Board of Elections. 
There the committee found Mayor 
Hague's police force on the job. The 
police forcibly resisted the attempt of 
the committee to gain possession of the 
poll books. 

It is an astonishing situation. Mayor 
Hague, the Democratic boss of the State, 
is also the dominating political influence 
in Hudson County, which turned in the 

voles that gave Governor A. Harry 
Moore the necessary lead to defeat Clee, 
his Republican opponent, last fall. 

Charges of political corruption and a 

stolen election have flown fast and furi- 
ous. The courts have been appealed to, 
but nothing has been done. The Stale 
Legislature, which is Republican, is now- 

trying its hand. 

Mayor Hague lias defied the C. I. O., 
which has sought to send organizers inio 

Jersey City, denying the organization per- 
mits to hold meetings and preventing the 

j distribution of literature. A Slate legisla- 
! live committee means apparently very 
! little to the Mayor and his supporters. 

An interesting situation might be pre- 

cipitated if tile Senate Committee on 

Privileges and Elections undertook to 

investigate charges of political corrup- 

j tion in Hudson County. The committee 

j has before it a number of charges, in- 
cluding tiiose made by Labor's Non- 
Partisan League, against Senator John 
Milton, appointed by Governor Moore to 
ttli the vacancy in the Senate caused by 
his resignation to become governor. 
Among tiie charges is the statement that 
Governor Moore was elected by fraudu- 
lent voting. 

Whether the Mayor of Jersey City 
would undertake to balk a committee of 
the United States Senate, if it also came 

atter election records, is, of course, not 
known. He might take the position that 
the Senate has nothing to do with the 
election ot a Governor of New Jersey. 
On the other hand, since Lire Governor 
immediately appointed a Senator to fill 
his vacated place in the Senate, the 
Senate might take a different view of the 
matter. In any event, if the election of 
Governor Moore was declared void be- 
cause of fraud, ills appointee to the 
Senate would find himself in an unten- 
able position. 

So far the Senate Privileges and Elec- 
tions Committee has taken only one step. 
It has appointed a subcommittee, headed 
by Senator King of Utah, to inquire into 

the charges made against Senator Milton. 
In its petition to the Senate Committee 
asking an investigation of Senator Mil- 
ton. the representatives of Labor's Non- 
Partisan League called attention to the 
fact that outside of Hudson County Gov- 
ernor Moore's Republican opponent led by 
84.000 votes and that the Hague-Milton 
machine in Hudson County, including 
Jersey City, turned in a majority of 
129.000 votes for the Governor. It added 
that evidence “presented before a Hague- 
Milton judge" established the fact that 
inmates of insane asylums, non-resi- 
dents of the county and persons oif their 
death-beds were voted in this election. 

The petitioners, pointing out that the 
New Jersey Legislature had passed a 

resolution authorizing the investigation 
of the corrupt election practices in Hud- 
son County, argued that same facts 
which impelled this investigation by the 
Legislature warrant an inquiry by the 
Senate into the fitness of Senator Milton 
to hold office, since his appointment is 
r result of this election. The Senate, 
if it undertakes the proposed investiga- 
tion, might help materially to clean up 
a bad political situation. 

-» »—.. 

When Mrs. Roosevelt rides a horse she 
sometimes carries a bouquet, with some 

deference, of course, to what the horse 
thinks about it. In conducting a de- 
mocracy it is politely necessary to show 
respect for a variety of opinions. 

Dogs are devoted friends. Many a 

man and his wife will falter in their 
admiration for Greenbelt until arrange- 
ments are made to take the dog along. 

-»- .. 

The Cycle of Recovery. 
Prof. O. M. W. Sprague, one of the 

early Roosevelt brain trusters, puts 
out the suggestion that business needs 
imagination to discover products that 
the people will buy at low prices. 
Coming as it does at a time when the 
Government and business and Just ordi- 
nary people standing on the side lines 
are striving for and hoping for that en- 
lightening break which will start all the 

f heels of industry forward, the sugges- 
tion would bear some analysis. It is 
not going to check the present recession 
any more than more Government spend- 
ing is going to reduce the public debt. 

It is going to take something more 

than new products to cause the people, 
be they the ultimate consumers or the 
investors, to loosen their tightened 
purse strings. Many, through fear cre- 

ated by the uncertainty of the admin- 
istration's next step, are holding what 
they have. The failure to buy even 

what might be termed necessities has 
forced business to shorten sail, to con- 

serve its reserve rations, reduced by in- 
creased taxes which iiave prevented the 
building up of rainy-day reserves. 

Those having money to invest are 

bolding their ground. They are not dis- 
posed to risk their.reserves, in the face 
of probability that there will be no divi- 
dends or profits after the corporations 
and business mejj have paid the labor 
and Government tax bills. 

Of course, the development of new 

products would necessitate new machin- 
ery, which would help the durable goods 
industry. But business complains now 

that it cannot get operating capital. 
This recession is going to be stopped 

from the other direction. It is going to 
take more realization and less imagina- 
tion, as Prof. Sprague declares. First, 
there must be a definite statement from 
tlie Government that it is going to slop 
lambasting business. Then a period of 
waiting during which business and the 
investing public may regain their equi- 
librium will be necessary to test the sin- 
cerity of such a statement. There should 
follow, as concrete evidence of this sin- 
cerity* a wholesome effort to reduce the 
taxes on business so that it will have 
something to oiler the Investor. In 
turn the Investor will open his safety 
deposit box, which will enable business 
to employ people at wages which will 
enable them to buy those things they 
need, and then, if the cycle is allowed 
to continue, to buy those new tilings of 
which Prof. Sprague tells. 

Part of the good work done by the 
committees promoting the great balls is 
the demonstration of the excellent re- 

suits to be attained when a worthy pur- 
1 pose animates the people without politi- 
| cal handicap. 

Washington, D. C., is a city lor which 
every United States taxpayer holds pro- 

, iound regard. Its interests are those 
; of the Nation and this fact calls for the 

deepest respect, even alien large invest- 
ments are under consideration. 

Radio is being developed in a maimer 

; that shows keen interest in the chant of 
the tobacco auctioneer, regardless of the 

1 story he conveys. Nobody professes to 
understand his facts well enough to 
start an argument. 

Japanese is now presented as a lan- 
guage to be understood not by its gram- 
mar. but by its explosions on the side- 
lines. 

Kentucky has buried gold for use in 
an emergency. A conference may yet be 
called for practical employment of this 
concentrated wealth. 

Times change and Lindbergh still 
claims the right to study the duties of 
the citizen as well as to display the 
personal achievements of the aviator. 

Many a man carries collegiate pres- 
i tige who talks to the public in a manner 

that would cause him to hesitate in the 
classroom. 

Recession” is another of those polite 
! words that mean the same old thing. 

"“a 

Shooting Stars 

By PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

Grandpas. 
i, Grandpa in the Big Apple step. 
Tryin’ to show off hi.s pep. 
Singin' all the swingtime stuff 
In a voice that's jest a bluff; 
Looks to grandma for a face 
With cosmetics kept in place. 
Grandpas now, it seems to me, 
Are not what they used to be. 

Grandpa used a tale to tell 
Of the fairy folk who dwell 
Where the stream of fancy winds— 
Maybe, mostly in our minds. 
Like a cannibal he sings 
Of "Hot Babies" and such things! 
Grandpas, take it, friend, from me, 
Are not what they used to be! 

Embarrassment of Riches. 
"Who are your financial backers?" 
“I haven't any,” answered Senator Sor- 

ghum. ‘‘A financial backer used to be an 

asset in politics. Now' he’s a liability.” 

Jud Tunkins says a man who talks 
about himself is usually trying to make a 

mountain out of a mole hill. 

Friendships. 
Your friends are many when you say 

"My heart is stout and cheery.” 
Your friends are few when you, some day, 

Confess, "My heart is weary.” 

Perils of Peace. 
“Are you a pacifist?” 

* 

“I am.” 
“You haven't much to say.” 
“I have the misfortune to be among 

friends who make it impossible to men- 

tion peace without starting some kind of 
a rough argument.” % 

“Flattery,” said Hi Ho, the sage of 

Chinatown, “may be the sincerest admi- 

ration, but it is also the insincerest 

friendship.” 

Haughty Hooting. 
The owl's a very priggish bird. 

While others sing anew, 

This solemn fowl will mildly howl 

Demanding “Who is who?” 

“De Ten Commandments,” said Uncle 

Eben, “if everybody would mind ’em, 
would put de lawmakers out o’ business.” 

Slipped. 
Prom the Pittsbureh Po«t-G»zette. 

Remember when the small currency 
came into use? Some argued that it 
would slip through the fingers. Well, 
It taw. 

Medicine Men Seek Privacy 
When Concocting Nostrums 
To lh» Editor of Tht Star: 

Mr. Roosevelt remarked at one of his 
recent press conferences that the cor- 

respondents and their papers were excit- 
ing a feeling of fear throughout the 
country. He then added he “won- 
dered why they would do such a thing.” 
So does every one wonder why. That is, 
every one wonders except the millions 
who laughed outright at the absurdity 
of the remark. 

Tli reason why so many of the repre- 
sentatives of tlie press are persona non 

grata at the White House is that these 
boys are so darn snoopy. Also they 
have been around quite a bit and they 
have a lot of common sense. They have 
a disgusting habit of keeping their feet 
on Lite ground juid their heads out of 
the clouds. They also ask embarrassing 
questions. 

When the medicine men of this ad- 
ministration are cooking up a potful of 
quack nostrums they want privacy. The 
newspaper boys cramp their style. Med- 
icine men are alike in that respect the 
world over. Even those of East Africa 
and our own Indian medicine inen re- 

quired privacy in order to make “strong 
medicine.” 

Why, when I was a boy down on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland there was a 

powerful, big black fellow named Big 
Jim Hargis. He was a conjurer. He, 
like tlie NeW Dealers, could cure any- 
thing from marital unfaithfulness to 
ringworm or drought. Also like the New 
Dealers lie had a lot of people believing 
lie could do it and actually paying him 
their good money. 

Big Jim's cabin sat in a small clear- 
ing in a big woods, and, so fearsome was 
Jim s reputation, we boys gave it a wide 
bertli. Well, sir, one day I was picking 
huckleberries and inadvertently wan- 
dered to within a hundred feet of the 
dread spot. My ears were suddenly as- 
sailed by a weird chant. Parting tlie 
bushes and peering through, a strange 
sight met my fascinated gaze. There 
was old Jim stirring something that was 

boiling in an Iron pot over a bed of 
coals. Bringing the chant to ail abrupt 
close tlie big fellow took a tin box from 
iiis pocket and from it sprinkled a gray- 
ish powder into tlie pot. All of tins to 
tlie accompaniment of a different but 
none the ltss eerie chant. Glancing 
furtively around, the conjurer walked to 
a nearby persimmon tree. At that mo- 
ment I received tlie shock of my young 
life. Hanging by its lail from a limb 
of tlie tree was the biggest black snake 
I ever saw. Its throat had been cut and 
Its blood was dripping into a huge dam 
shell. Taking up tlie shell full of blood 
Jim went back to the boiling pot and 
squatted over it. He then began sprin- 
kling tlie snake blood into tlie pot, all 
the time muttering an unintelligible 
munibo-jumbo. 

Iii my eagerness not to miss anything 
I leaned too lar forward and crashed 
through the bush. With a look of fury 
Big Jim was after me. At intervals, as 
we sped through the woods, he bel- 
lowed dreadful threats. I shall never 

forget one of the least unpleasant of 
these: He assured me he was going to 
cut out my liver anci fry it and eat It. 
A good pursuit plane in perfect condi- 
tion might have caught me that day, 
but not Jim. 

No. sir, medicine men don't like to be 
bothered when they are cooking up 
quack nostrums for gullible people. 

S. H. MUMFORD. 
— -- ■■ — « ■-. — 

Objects to Expansion 
Program for tVavy 

To the Editor of The Star: 

| Why do we need an eighty-million- 
■ dollar naval expansion program? Why 
! do we need superdreadnaughts and 

j other “defensive" armaments? Is it be- 

| cause we are afraid that Japan, on the 
i verge of bankruptcy and therefore in- 

j ternal troubles, would attack us with 
her smaller fleet which would obviously 
be less efficient than in her home waters 

i when 6.000 miles from its base? Or are 
we alraid Japan will take the Philippine 
Islands from us as we aggressively took 
them Ironi Spain? Wiiat have we gained 
from those islands except headaches? 
Are they worth one billion dollars’ 
worth of naval expansion now to the 
taxpayer and tw enty-five billion in an 
actual war to defend them? 

The Navy's top-ranking officer said, 
"The British Navy is much more pow- 
erful than ours at present." Perhaps 
Admiral Leahy did not know ttiat al- 
though the British Navy lias more ships 

j than ours, the ships are all run by oil, 
and that in the entire British Empire 
there is only 14S per cent of the world s 
oil supply, or enough to run the British 
Navy for six weeks at most, whereas 
this country contains 74 per cent of the 
world's supply. Under these circum- 
stances. the British could not continue 
any war for long if we should be hostile 
to them. 

As for other European nations, is it 
likely that, feeling and propaganda run- 

ning as high as they are in Europe, 
any of those nations would entertain the 
fatal idea of sending their fleet 3,000 
miles away into the zone of the wealthi- 
est country of the world? Why then is 
the President advocating this waste of 
money on an increase in an already 
large enough Navy for purely defense 
purposes of the United States when the 
national debt is thirty-eight and one- 
half billions already? J. MOORE. 

Government Should Not 
Pay Full Price for Utilities 

To the Editor of The Star: 
Power corporations which have used 

the streets and roads belonging to the 
people for years, generated electricity for 
7 mills per kilowatt hour and charged 
consumers as high as 151/2 cents per 
kilowatt hour and spent only 7'-2 per 
cent of their gross receipts for opera- 
tion and maintenance now, because of 
the. holding company bill, want to sell 
their plants to the Government. 

President Roosevelt should see that 
none of our money is spent for the 
$1,400,000,000 of watered stock of the 
utility companies. 

People who buy automobiles expect 
to take a loss when they sell them, re- 
gardless of how long they own them. 
When the saloons were voted out many 
lost, but the Government did not help 
them, so why should full price be paid 
Jor utility plants? JOHN RIGGLES. 

Holders of Double Jobs 
Increase Unemployment 

To the Editor of Hie Star: 
I read with interest a letter in The 

Star about two-job families. Also one 
about tips for hotel help. 

As regards labor, there are men and 
women with pensions working in office, 
and throughout the Government service 
man and wife are holding good jobs. 

Butlers in good positions, earning $150 
per month, with board and robm, go out 
to serve parties at night when their 
families are out for the evening, while 
jobless waiters can find no work. No 
wonder there are too many out of em- 
ployment here. These are things the 
public should know about. 

H. BLACK. 

* 

THIS AND THAT 
BY CHARLES E. TRACEWELL. 

How many cups of coffee do you drink 
a day? 

The championship of the District of 
Columbia is believed held by a fellow 
who consumes 48 cups of Mocha and 
Java per diem. He is a merchant. 

Another man, in the Navy, drinks 26 
cups, on an average. 

From these heights, ordinary mortals 
descend by easy stages to 20, 16, a mere 
10, and 6 to 8, the average. 

The point is that nobody Just drinks 
one cup a day. 

There is something about this popular 
beverage that calls for more, in the best 
Oliver Twistlan fashion. 

Its friends say because it soothes and 
cheers; its enemies assert that it is 
habit forming, and nothing more. 

* * * * 

Take your choice; it seems clear that 
anything mankind likes runs the danger 
of attracting him too much. 

Hence the world suffers at this hour 
from too many books, too many songs, 
too many motor cars, too many acci- 
dents— 

And some will say too many cups of 
eotfee. 

In the days when this beverage was 
introduced into London it was called the 
‘•sooty'’ drink, which perhaps gives a 
better idea of how they made it then 
than any description. 

Coffee has been called the intellectual 
drink, because it is supposed to help in 
the flow of ideas. 

There seems to be something in this. 
It is a favorite habit of writers of all 

sorts to indulge in a cup of coffee before 
beginning. Few beginnings are as hard 
as in writing. The •'lead.'’ as newspaper 
men call it. is the difficult part; once 
begun, the legend is, the rest of it comes 

along naturally. It is a cheering idea, 
anyway. 

One of the best things about coffee 
drinking is that it is a leisurely habit. 

Anything which makes for slowness 
of pace, in this age. has its uses. 

Because of the heat, coffee must be 
taken slowly. 

This makes for talk, and talk stirs up 
the mental processes. 

Just how much of the charm of this 
beverage is due to the soothing warmth, 
and how much due to the caffeine con- 

tent is best left to the experts to wrangle 
over. 

It is a curious thing that here, as with 
watches and thermometers, no two people 
agree as to what is good coffee. 

One likes it strong and black, 
another weak and “light." 

Of the ways of making it there seems 

to be no end. 
A mechanical age has evolved 

gadgets for making coflee which re- 

semble a cross betw-een a locomotive and 
a distillers apparatus. 

Some people are willing to swear that 
grandmother made coffee better in an 

old-fashioned pot which was never 

washed. 
The latest finding seems to be to keep 

ground coflee in the refrigerator, where 
it will get a constant temperature, the 

Idea being that it is not so much moisture 
which robs coffee of its flavor as varying 
temperature. There is no other spot in 
a house so constant in this regard as 
the modern electric refrigerator. 

* * * * 

Just as most men have tried all the 
safety razors and blades on the market, 
so those who like coffee have experi- 
menterf!,with all the ways of making it. 

That no two persons ordinarily agree 
on the best way would seem to speak 
volumes for something or other. 

In this very complex world the famous 
“other fellow" one talks to all the time 
always has tried something else, and 
never heard of your favorite method. 

Too many things, too many ways- 
No two persons ever seem to have 

read the same book, any more. 

Perhaps it is impossible to expect 
greater unanimity about coffee and its 
preparation. When it comes to matters 
of taste, physical or mental, there is 
no disputing, indeed. 

Some gulp a shaming cup of black 
coffee in seven seconds flat <we have 
timed ’em). 

Others like to dawdle over a cup for 
half to three-quarters of an hour before 
drinking. 

Some lovingly keep the hand around 
the cup, as if to conserve the precious 
warmth. 

* * * * 

There are many arguments about this 
drink, whether it is “good" for one, or not; 
whether it is the heat or the caffeine 
content which does the bracing; whether 
it is best with cream or without; how 
many cups should be taken; how' best 
to prepare it. 

All the time the consumption goes 
ahead by leaps and bounds. 

Some persons who argue strenuously 
against the caffeine in coffee do not 
know that both tea and cocoa contain 
related alkaloids. 

* * * * 

Grandmother's use of an egg shell to 
"clear” her coffee was necessitated by 
the method she used. 

Modern coffee making does not de- 
mand this clearing, hence uses no egg 
shells. 

With all due respect to the inventors, 
it is probable that one who knows how- 
can make as good coffee with a pot as 

can be made with the fanciest gadget. 
It is here, as elsewhere, a matter of 

knowing how. 
Grandmother's sunny kitchen, with 

the well in one corner, covered with a 

board, and a glowing geranium in the 
window, knew good coffee. 

The brand she bought was famous in 
its day. 

There was none other. 
It came in the bean, and grandmother 

ground her own as she needed it. 
The pot was kept on the stove all day 

long. 
Grandmother lived to be 94 years old; 

her hair was coal black until her last 

year. 
Maybe there is or isn't a moral in 

that, we don't know, and nobody else 
does now. It was a long time ago. 

STARS, MEN AND ATOMS 

Notebook of Science Progress in Field, 
Laboratory and Study. 

BY THOMAS R. HENRY. 

The grimacing face of the man in the 
moon so intrigued the imagination of a 

17th century English bishop, a con- 

temporary of Sir Isaac Newton, that he 

composed one of the earliest known fan- 

tasies of a moon voyage. 
A copy of the curious old book—“The 

Man uvt he Moon, a Discourse of a \ oy- i 

age Thither"—by Bishop Francis Good- 
win has just been secured by the Aero- 

nautics Division of the Library of Con- ; 
gress as a curious relic of the days when 

men's thoughts first were seriously 
turned to the possibilities of flight. Very 
lew copies now are extant. 

Concerning such a voy age itself the 
good bishop had no very original ideas. 
He imagined an "engine" drawn by a pe- 
culiar species of swans which were able 
to fly above the pull of the earth's grav- 

ity and then sail gently to the surface of 
the satellite. On the way the chief dan- 
ger encountered consisted of huge red 
clouds of locusts coming down to infest 
the earth. The sudden appearances of 
these insects in vast numbers always had 
been considered visitations from another 
planet. 

Although Bishop Goodwin had some 

conception of gravity he had little idea 
of relative forces and distances, nor of 
the composition of the atmosphere. 
Once a hundred miles or so above the 
earth his voyager found the climate de- 
lightful because there no longer was any 
reflection from the globe to make it hot 
nor any moisture to make it cold. The 

clouds were all below him and the sky- 
above filled with "whitish stars" like the 
moon in daytime. They appeared ten 
times bigger than on earth. 

Through a stormless, windless region 
i ilie swan-drawn engine continued for 12 

days, the moon ever growing larger in 
front of tiie voyager. 

Approaching the moon in his swan- 

drawn engine,” the voyager "perceived 
that this world was for the greatest part 
covered with a huge, mighty sea, those 
parts only being dry land which are to 
us somewhat darker than the rest of her 
body—what country people call the Man 
in the Moon. That part which shines so 

bright is another ocean, besprinkled wdth 
islands, so that the splendor which ap- 
pears to us at night is but the reflecting 
of sunbeams returning to us out of water 
as from a looking glass.” 

He landed on top of a high mountain. 
He found “all things there ten, twenty, 
yea thirty times greater than ours. The 
trees were thrice as high and about five 
times broader and thicker. So were their 
herbs, birds and beasts, though I cannot 
well compare them to ours because I 
found not any kind of bird or beast there 
which any way resembled ours, except 
swallows, nightingales, cucoos, woodcocks 
and bats, besides swans such as had 
brought me thither.” 

Soon he was surrounded “by a strange 
sort of people both in features, manners 

and apparel. Their statures were gen- 
erally twice as high as ours. Their 
color was not black, white, yellow, red 
nor blue, nor any color composed of these. 
It was a color never seen in our earthly 
world and so impossible to be described 
or conceived by us. It is hard to make 
a man born blind understand the dif- 
ference between green and blue. So 
neither can I decypher this moon color. 
I can say only it was the most glorious 
and delightful that could be imagined.” 

The voyager found, of course, that the 
moon was a paradise. There was no 

sickness and everybody lived a thousand 
years or. so. There was no crime. The 
country was so rich that everybody lived 
in luxury. The inhabitants of the moon 

told him that their ancestors had come 

originally from the earth, in a manner 

which they had forgotten. Not all the 
moon men were bom perfect,'but those 
with a tendency to go wrong were de- 
tected in childhood and sent back to 
earth. There they were set down on top 
of a high mountain in the “north of 
America,” and left to shift for them- 
•elves. 

Doubtless they turned out to be a bad 

sort. This was corroborated, the good 
bishop's fictitious voyager thought, by 
the actual characteristics of the inhabi- j 
tants of North America, supposedly the 
descendants of these unwanted moon 
waifs. Their color was remotely like the 
color of the moon men. Moreover, every- 
body on tne moon smoked—and were not 
the red men the earth's first and most 
persistent smokers? 

Even for a stranger from earth, life 
was very pleasant on the moon in many 
ways. Eor example, everybody was pro- 
vided witli two leather fans' All that 
was necessary for travel was to leap in 
the air 50 or 00 leet—a relatively easy teat 
because of the weak pull of gravity- 
spread out the fans and fly. One disad- 
vantage was that during the moon's day, 
15 times as long as a terrestrial day. it 
was necessary to sleep to escape the ter- 
rible glare of sunlight. The lunar life 
was lived in earthlight. 

The voyager got back to earth the 
same way he came—his swan-drawn 
chariot settling gently on top of a high 
mountain in China, thanks to a magic 
anti-gravity stone which was provided 
him by one of his friends on the moon. 

Offers Suggestion for 
Municipal Parking Lois 

To the Editor of The Star: 
I am glad to spp your editorial in 

Tuesday's Star on "Municipal Parking 
Lots.’’ Isn't it amazing that cities and 
the automobile industries have been so 
slow to face this problem and to work 
out a reasonable solution? Much of the 
value of an automobile is today lost 
because it cannot be conveniently used 
for lack of parking places. 

The problem could be solved in a 

generation by the two following steps: 
First, require all new construction, both 
homes and office buildings, to provide 
off-street parking for the cars of all peo- 
ple who would use the new facilities. 
Second, require every one who wishes to 
park his car on the street to pay a 

monthly fee which would be turned into 
a fund with which to buy public park- 
ing lots which could be made free as 
soon as paid for. A different kind of 
sticker could be provided each montli 
for car owners who had paid the tax 
so that police could quickly check up 
and enforce the requirement. 

There would be a demand for many 
more automobiles and trade' would be 
encouraged if a solution were found to 
this difficult problem, and no one could 
seriously object to measures intended 
for his own benefit. 

JOY ELMER MORGAN. 

Personal Liberty^ Prom the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Blue Ridge mountaineer who went to 
jail rather than be vaccinated believes 
in the preservation of the largest meas- 
ure of the personal liberties for which 
our founding fathers fought. He feels 
that any one who wants to contract 
smallpox should be allowed to. 

Tbe Eternal Paradox. 
From the Burliniton Hawkeye Gaiette. 

Joker in domestic economy—prices 
drop when you have no money to take 
advantage of them. 

New York Traffic Tickets. 
From the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 

Since New York stopped traffic viola- 
tion ticket fixing a year ago, taxpayers 
have been saved $715,000, according to 
Magistrate Schurman. And no one has 
suffered except the lawbreakers who 
paid the bill. / 

Density. 
From the Fort Wayne News-8entinel. 

More than by “density of population” 
war is caused by density of gray matter. 

ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

BY FREDERIC J. HASKIN. 

A reader can get the answer to any Question of fact by writing The Evening Star Information Bureau. Frederic J 
Haskin, director, Washington, D. C. 
Please inclose stamp for reply. 

Q- Is it true that Robert Wadlow. the. 
young giant, has no feeling in hi* feet? 
—S. A. 

A. He has flat feet which hurt him frequently. He is now 19 year* old. 6 
feet 7 inches tall, weighs 465 pounds, and 
has feet 18 Inches long. 

Q- Who wrote “Bei Mir Bist Du 
Schoen,” the popular novelty *ong? *J. H. 

A. The song was written about 10 
years ago by two Jewish playwright*. Sholem Secunda and Jacob Jacobs, for 
a musical comedy. The show had a 
brief run and the song was apparently forgotten until last summer, when it was 
revived by some Negro musicians at. a 
fashionable Jewish summer resort. When 
they later took a winter engagement in 
a Broadway night club the song became 
one of the season's biggest hits. 

Q. Is the spreading oak which was 
near Lincolns birthplace still living? 
—H. B. 

A. The tree is about 300 year* old 
and is still perfectly sound. Its foliage 
in summer has a spread of over 100 
feet. 

Q. Is an earthquake an abrupt shock, 
or is it usually preceded by slighter 
tremors?—G. T. 

A. Usually slight tremor* are felt 
first. They rapidly take the form of one 
or hiore violent shocks, and end in 
vibrations of diminishing force. 

Q How large is the pvramid at 
Gizeh?—C. H. 

A. The great pyramid at Giaeh is 
481 'r; feet high, with a width of each side 
at the base of 755*, feet. The sloping 
sides rise at an angle of 51’ 50' and have 
a slam height of 568 feet. 

W Where is the Conrad Weiser 
Memorial?—W. F. M. 

A. Conrad Weiser Memorial Park is 
a beautiful shrine located along the 
William Penn Highway, just «ast of 
Womelsdorf. Berks County, Pa. It con- 
tains the heart of the pioneer homestead- 
farm of Col. Conrad Weiser. pioneer 
hero, churchman, diplomat, Indian 
astern, interpreter, soldier and judge. 
The original Weiser mansion. 200 years 
old. is restored and suitably furnished 
with antique furniture. There is a 
museum of rare Weiser records and Co- 
lonial records. 

Q. What is the latest Burbank plan' 
patent that has been granted?—C. H. 

A. The latest Burbank patent is for 
a climbing rose characterized by its 
white, tea rose-like flower, long, strong 
stems and old rase fragrance. 

Q. What does the word gospel mean? 
—L. R. 

A. Literally it means good newt. 

Q. ^Tio was the Perris who designed 
the Ferris wheel?—J. F. 

A. George W. Ferris was an American 
engineer of Galesburg. 111. 

Q. How far is the Amazon River nari- 
gable?—J. H. 

A. The river is navigable for ocean 
steamers over a stretch of 2,300 mile* and 
486 miles farther for smaller vessels. 
The river system affords navigable water- 
ways of 27,000 miles. 

Q. Is it true that the engineer of the 
Holland Tunnel died of overwork?--W..7. 

A. Clifford M. Holland, who designed 
the tunnel, died from overwork the ds- 
after the first of the twin tubes was 
holed through. 

Q. Please describe the new all-glass 
train which was made in England.- 
J. H. J. 

A. With the exception of the roof, the 
exterior of the train is all of glass and 
more than 120.000 pieces of a special 
type were used to construct It. On the 
interior are glass floors and walls, a 
glass bathroom and pictures made of 
glass. The train was constructed bv a 
Lancashire. England. Arm of glaaamak- 
ers to advertise its products. 

Q 5Vhen did Buffalo Bill start his 
Wild 5Vest show?—E. J. 

A. He organized the show in 1883. 

Q. Is it possible to create a perfect 
vacuum?—E. R. 

A. This is at present a mere intellec- 
tual concept. No physical or chemical 
method has been devised for effecting 
the absolute removal of every trace of 
matter from any portion of space having 
finite measurements. By the use of a 

good modern air pump a degree of ex- 
haustion can be obtained which ia so 

perfect that no residual matter ccn be 
detected except by the most delicate 
testing. The Sprengel pump, invented 
about 1865, is able to produce a vacuum 
so nearly perfect that the residual pres- 
sure probably does not exceed tha 400.- 
000.000th part of an atmasphere. 

Q. How long have the parents of the 
Dionne quintuplets been married? — 

R. J. M. 
A. Thirteen years. The ceremony oc- 

curred at the Roman Catholic Church 
in Corbeil, Ontario, on September 15, 
1925. 

The Cook Book of 
Practical Recipes. 

How often we pick up a eook book 
calling for ingredients that the average 
household does not stock, and how often 
we wish for a cook book that contains 
just the good practical recipes that we 

have need for three times a day. Such 
a publication is EVERYBODY'S COOK 
BOOK. It contains nearly 300 tested 
recipes; special sections on laying the 
table; marketing advice, time tables for 
cooking and baking; a table of measure- 
ments—the kind of a cook book you will 
find yourself using every day. Order 
your copy today. Enclose fifteen cents 
to cover cost and handling. 

USE THIS ORDER BLANK. 
The Washington Evening Star 
Information Bureau. 
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, 
Washington, D. C. 

I enclose herewith FIFTEEN CENTS 
in coin <carefully wrapped) for a 

copy of EVERYBODY'S COOK 
BOOK. 

Name. 

Btreet or Rural Route. 

City. 

State. 
fPlease order by mall only.) 


