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Ferrell Makes Bid to Hurl League Opener in Facing Bees Today 
ose or 

Nationals of 1938 Are Better Here and There. 
Bucky Harris, Though, Still Has 'Problem Team/ 

By FRANCIS E. STAN, 

ANEW 
Washington ball club moves into Griffith Stadium today after 

seven full weeks in the Southland. Here and there will be a* new face 
but for the most part the Nationals are not strangers, especially fel- 
lows like Ossie Bluege, who is beginning his seventeenth year in a Wash- 

ington uniform, and Buddy Myer, who has been in and out of the Capital 
since 1925. As a matter of fact, Mr. Clark Griffith has not a young men’s 
club this year. The firm lists heavily to the side of senility and the chances 
are that if anybody took the trouble to check on it, the Nats probably would 
be revealed as one of the more matured teams in the business. 

Taking the Nats of 1938 apart, you run into pretty much the same type 
of analysis that has been made in recent years. Bucky Harris has a re- 
strained sort of power on his ball club, even with the acquisition of big Zeke 
Bonura. I mean, the Nats can and will hit but they are capable of driving 
out only a limited amount of extra base hits and they still leave plenty of base- 
runners stranded. Defensively, they are adequate without being outstanding. 
As usual. Harris hasn't enough pitching. That is about the general picture. 

Individually, Washington’s 1938 edition figures to be stronger than last 
year. Spring training has served to throw some authoritative light on de- 
velopments of this s^rt. For one thing, Monte Weaver almost certainly will 
be a more valuable pitcher. When sharply hit ground balls are driven toward 
first base Mr. Gus Q. Phann of Washington will be reminded that Joey Kuhel 

» is not covering that bag for the first time in eight years. Which is to say that 
Bonura, defensively, is no Kuhel. 

Lewis Still a Coming Ball Player. 
Offensively, however, there is no comparison between big, clumsy Zeke 

and the light-footed Joey. The chances are that Bonura will hit approximately 
.340 this year and that he will be a different type of hitter than most anybody 
else on the club. ZPke will hit a few home runs and drive across upward of 
100 runners. He is a definite improvement at the plate. 

Rick Ferrell is not exactly new but Ricky wasn't around this time a year 
ago. The first-string catcher then was a large gentleman named J. Francis I 
Hogan, wdio was called Shanty. He was a big leaguer 6nce but not when 
Washington had him. Rick may or may not be the ball player he used to be 
but he is another big improvement. 

Skipping over to third base you will find John Kelly Lewis, jr„ back at I 
the old stand. John Kelly is 21 years old now and stronger than ever. He was 
the best, third baseman in the American League last year and, for that matter, 
probably the best in any league. Buddy ought to open the gap between his 
closest rivals this summer. He is still a coming ball player. 

Bearing slightly to tne right, you find Cecil Howel Travis holding forth at 
shortstop again. He may never be a Wagner, or a Crosetti even, but Cecil 
Howel from Riverdale, Ga carries a prolific bat to the plate. He wbll hit 

anywhere from .320 to .350, banging out singles, mostly, and getting on base 
a large part of the time. 

Oulfieltling Corps Is Elderly. 
• At second base Mr. Harris has nominated two gentlemen to serve— 

Buddy Myer and Ossie Bluege. The appointment of Bluege as Washington's 
second baseman during periods when southpaw pitchers are working for the 

enemy may or may not be a commentary on Myer. Heretofore Buddy has 

reigned, regardless of the opposing pitcher, but it must be recalled that Myer 
has been ill for two vears. Now he is back in good health but three more 

years have been tacked onto his age since his last full season, which would 
be 1935. 

Bluege. of course, is not a threat to run Buddy to the bench. After all, 
Ossie is 38 years old and he has seen his fill. After a couple weeks of steady 
play the elderly gent's legs begin to bend like rubber bands. But Ossie bats 

right-handed and he still can run to first base and he still has the best pair 
* ©f fielding paws in baseball. 

The full force of the Griffs’ senility hits the outflelding corps. A1 
Bimmons is 35 years old but he is counted upon for service at all times against 
left-handed pitching. Goose Goslln is 37 and will battle with young Taft 

Wright for the privilege of playing left field when right-handed pitchers are 

firing for the enemy. In right field Johnny Stone will be a familiar and de- 

pendable figure. In center Mel Almada will be expected to play back to his 
fine form of late last summer. If he does not, Rookie George Case may run 

him out. 

Could Run Fourth or Seventh. 
All serious talk about the Nats starts and finishes with the pitching. 

After Weaver and Wes Ferrell what has Harris? There is Jimmy De Shong, 
who has a bad hand and a poor spring record. De Shong has not been fast this 

#year and his lack of speed is creating anxiety. Joe Krakauskas apparently is 

not ready. Ken Chase has disappointed. 
Dutch Leonard has been a pleasant surprise. He has a good knuckler and 

good control. Ray Phebus has not been impressive. Chief Hogsett chiefly is 
a "spot” pitcher who goes particularly well against left-handed hitters. Pete 

Appleton comes under the same heading, although Pete gives the right- 
handers their headaches. Joe Kohlman will be farmed out as soon as the 
Nats have to cut down their roster. 

• Summing it up, Washington’s improvements are at first base and behind 
the bat. The infield may be no better than last year, defensively, or* account 

of Bonura, but the hitting will be stronger and more timely. The improve- 
ment In Weaver and the acquisition of Leonard are offset by the dubious value 
of Chase and Krakauskas. Anything could happen to the outfield. 

In short, Washington has a ball club that could finish fourth, fifth, sixth 
and even seventh. It's that kind of a team. 

Sports Program 
TODAY. 
Baseball. 

Washington vs. Boston (N. L.)t 
Griffith Stadium, 3. 

Roosevelt vs. Eastern, Roosevelt 
Stadium (public high title series), 
2:30. 

Western vs. Tech, Western Sta- 
dium (public high title series), 
2:30. 

Bethesda-Chevy Chase vs. Gaith- 
ersburg, Garrett Park, Md., 3:30. 

Wilson High vs. Landon, Be- 
thesda, Md., 3:30. 

Track. 
Triangular meet, Roosevelt, Wil- 

son and Gonzaga, Roosevelt Sta- 
dium, 4. 

Tennis. 
Maryland vs. William and Mary, 

College Park, 4. 
St. Albans vs. Episcopal, Alex- 

* 
andria, Va., 3:30. 

TOMORROW, 
r Baseball. 

Washington vs. Boston (N. L.), 
Griffith Stadium, 3. 

Georgetown vs. Michigan, Thirty- 
nifcth street and Reservoir road, 3. 

, Maryland vs. Penn State, College 
Park, 4. 

Central vs. Fredericksburg High, 
TWdericksburg, Va. 
—---— 

1 

for Local Fans 
Montgomery-Blair vs. South 

River (N. J.) High, Silver Spring, 
Md., 3:30. 

Wrestling. 
Jim Londos vs. Dropkick Mur- 

phy, feature match, Turner’s Arena, 
8:30. 

Track. 
Tech vs. Episcopal, Alexandria, 

Va„ 3:30. 
Tennis. 

Maryland vs. Richmond, College 
Park, 4. 

FRIDAY. 
Baseball. 

Washington vs. Baltimore, Grif- 
fith Stadium, 3. 

Maryland vs. Michigan, College 
Park, 2:30. 

Tennis. 
George Washington vs. Rich- 

mond, Columbia Country Club, 2. 

SATURDAY. 
Baseball. 

Washington vs. Baltimore, Grif- 
fith Stadium, 3. 

Maryland vs. Virginia, Char- 
lottesville, Va. 

Episcopal vs. Virginia Episcopal, 
Alexandria, Va., 2:30. 

Track. 
Maryland vs. V. M. I., College 

Park, 2. 
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Owners of Seabiscuit and 
War Admiral Accede to 

Belmont Plans. 
By HUGH S. FULLERTON. Jr., 

AssocUted Press Bports Writer. 
NEW YORK, April 13.—The $100,000 

match race between Samuel Riddle’s 
War Admiral, champion 3-year-old of 
1937, and Charles S. Howard's Sea- 
biscuit, speediest of the older horses, 
definitely is on. 

Barring a few minor angles, which 
probably won't cause any trouble, the 
race will be run at Belmont Park j 
Memorial Day. May 30. It will be a 
mile Rnd a quarter duel, with each 
horse carrying 126 pounds, according 
to the weight-for-age scale. 

The directors of the Westchester 
Racing Association, which operates 
Belmont Park, set the late spring date 
yesterday. The owners, who previously j had agreed upon an autumn race sug- 
gested by Howard, lost little time in j 
assenting after listening to the rea- i 
sons for the change. 

Contingent on Jockey. 
Howard made his agreement con- 

1 

tingent upon the condition of Red 
Pollard. Seabiscuit's regular jockey, j whose collar bone was broken in a 
spill at Santa Anita February 19. 

Herbert Bayard Swope, chairman of 
the New York Racing Commission, who 
has carried on the negotiations, said 
Howard was sure the Jockey would be 
in condition to ride Seabiscuit. Pol- 
lard was to be examined today to de- 
termine how rapidly he was recovering. 

Riddle, who has shown willingness 
to accept any conditions offered, com- 
mented: "A 4-vear-old would stand 
a better chance against a 5-year-old 
In the fall, but we're willing to take 
a chance.” 

All hands agreed the prospects for 
a good race in May were somewhat 
better than in September. In select- 
ing the date, the Westchester directors 
pointed out that -'public interest is 
high at present and the two horses are 
sound and at the top of their form.” 

To this Howard added: “The 
weather is cooler in New York and I 
would have a fresher horse. A lot of 
things can happen to a horse in a few 
months and right now the Biscuit is 
at his best." 

Bisruit Out of Gold Cup. 
Other possibilities considered were 

that the public might lose interest 
during the long wait or that some 3- 
year-old star, possibly Stagehand, 
might capture the eyes of the cus- 
tomers to the detriment of the match. 

Howard said he would have to keep 
Seabiscuit out of the *50.000 Gold Cup 
race at the new Hollywood Turf Club 
track July 16 in order to send him 
East. He indicated he might send his 
star into the *50,000 Massachusetts 
Handicap at Suffolk Downs, June 29, 
Instead. War Admiral is a nominee 
for that stake, too. 

Seabiscuit may be shipped East after 
the running of the *15.000 Bay Mead- 
ows Handicap Saturday, although 
Howard has not decided yet whether 
to start him there. War Admiral, re- 
cently returned from Florida where he 
won the Widener Challenge Cup. has 
been training on Long Island for the 
Suburban Handicap. 

The Suburban, a Memorial Day fea- 
ture for many years, will be shifted to j another date to clear the way for the 
“race of the century.” 

TRACK CHAMP QUITS 
Ailing Ankle Causes Robinson to 

Desert Cinderpath. 
SAN FRANCISCO, April 13 (/P) — 

Elroy Robinson, American champion 
in the 880 and 1,000 yard runs, an- 
nounced today he had given up track 
for all time because of an ailing ankle. 

Robinson set the American 880 
mark of 1:49.6 and the 1,000-yard 
mark of 2:09.7 in 1936. 

He broke an ankle in the 1936 Drake 
relays mile attempting to pass Glenn 
Cunningham. He Injured the ankle 
again last fall. 

As Usual 
Wash. AB. H. O. A. Boston. AB. H O. A. 
Myer.Sb 5 13 0 Mayo ss 5 15 1 
Lewis.3b 5 5 0 1 Johnson.if 4 0 0 0 
Wright.if 5 2 2 0 Moore.rf 4 2 0 1 
Bonura.lb 4 17 1 Cuc'n'o 2b 3 2 3 5 
Stone.rf 4 110 West.lb 4 1 13 1 
Travis.ss 5 114 DiM-gio cf 4 12 0 
klmada.cf 4 3 3 0 Mag rt.Sb 4 2 0 2 
Ferrell.c 3 16 0 Lopez c 4 14 3 
ftogsett.p. 10 11 Hut'h'n.p 2 0 0 3 
Phebus.p .0 0 0 0 Weir.p O 0 o l 
•Goslln .110 0 Er'ckson.p 0 0 0 0 
tCase 0 0 0 0 tEnglish 10 0 0 
SSImmons 1 o o o 

Totals 38 10 24 ~7 Totals 35 10 27 17 
•Batted for Hogsett in eighth. 
+ Batted for Hutchinson in eighth. 
t Ran for Ferrell in ninth. 
fBatted for Phebus in ninth. 

Washington .... 003 001 020—6 
Boston 400 010 02x—7 

Errors—Lewis <21. Maggert. Runs batted 
in—West. DiMaggio <31. Wright (2) Bo- 
nura <21. Cuccinello. Ferrell. Lopez (2). 
Two-base hits—Lewis. Travis. Myer. Three- 
base hit—Moore. Home runs—DiMaggio, 
Bonura. Ferrell, Lopez. Double plays— 
Lopez to Mayo. Maggert to Cuccinello to 
Magp. Lopez to Cuccinello. Left on bases— 
Washington. 12: Boston. 0. Base on balls 
—Off Hutchinson, ti: off Hogsett. 2. Struck 
out—By Hutchinson. 2: by Hogsett. 4: by 
Phebus. 1: by Errickson. 1. Hits—Off 
Hogsett, 8 in 7 innings: off Phebus. 2 in 1 
inning: off Errickson. none in inning: 
off Weir. 1 in Vi inning: off Hutchinson. 
15 in 8 innings. Winning pitcher—Hutch- 
inson. Losing pitcher—Phebus. Umpires 
—Messrs. Goetz and Hubbard. Time—2:00. 

Buddy Lewis Hits Stride at Bat 
— 

$ets Six Straight Safeties, Making 12 in Last 16 Tries. Italians Have Big Day. 
4 pitting the ball in a manner 

reminiscent of his spectacular 
swing as a rookie in 1936, Buddy 
Lewis was to move into Griffith 

Sodium today with a string of six 
cqhsecutive hits Buddy ripped 
o9 four singles and a double in 

fl|e times at bat yesterday in 

Richmond the day before, in 

Gastonia, he singled his last time 
at bat John Kelly now has 
mide 12 hits in his last 16 trips 
to” the dish and nine in his last 
l( tries. 

|The James River, surrounding 
* the Richmond ball park, was no 

pl>ce for a peaceful canoe ride 
jrfBterday ... four home runs were 

slacked out of the park and into 

the river ... in addition a number 
of balls were driven over in batting 
practice, and this is not counting 
the fouls that sailed into the water 
from over the grandstand Casey 
Stengel, keeper of the Bees, sus- 

pects a plot Washington al- 
lowed Boston to be the “home’’ 
team yesterday, meaning the Bees 
had to furnish the balls .. Stengel 
estimates three dozen were re- 

quired to play that game, which 
drew only 2,000 customers. 

It was a great day for the Ital- 
ians yesterday First Vince Di 
Maggio popped one into the James 
River and then Zeke Bonura dupli- 
cated the clout Cuba homed 
into the picture when A1 Lopes 
drove his homer in the eighth, but 

the Americans weren’t shut out 
*• Rick Ferrell slammed one in 
the eighth, too The Nats’ cause 
was done no good in the fourth in- 
ning, when a drive by Lewis struck 
Chief Hogsett on the foot as the 
pitcher was running for second 
base Hogsett was automatically 
out while Lewis was credited with 
a hit ... It would have been a 
single to right field anyway, and 
might have meant a rally. 

The Richmond press was im- 
pressed with the Washington club, 
despite the defeat. .. "Give Wash- 
ington two good pitchers,” said one 
of them, "and the Nats would win 
the pennant" ... He must have 
been thinking of Johnson and 
Mathewaoa. F. B. 8. 

OH, MA! THAT MAN’S HERE AGAIN! 
-V 

—By JIM BERRYMAN. 

D.C. 
~1 S— 

SKILL, MISSES ’EM 
Stark ‘Blind’ Illustrating 

Fine Vision, but Writer 
Lets Him Rave On. 

By GAYLE TALBOT. 
Associated Press Sports Writer. 

NEW YORK, April 13—Albert 
I'Dolly) Stark, the National League 
umpire, suddenly crouched with a 

strained expression on his face and 
stared fixedly at a cuspidor in a far 
corner of the room. 

He wasn't startled. He merely was 

demonstrating in advance of opening 
day that all umpires are not blind; 
that some of them, at least, have un- 

commonly good vision. 
•'Now do something.” he challenged. 

"Anything. And you’ll admit I'm not 
looking at you Okay. You moved 
your right hand, didn't you? And you 
crossed your legs, too. That’s how 
we’ve got to learn to call ’em out of 
the comers of our eyes.” 

It was a thrilling exhibition, and 
even a little mystifying. Stark obvi- 
ously was so pleased with his spring 
form that the writer didn’t have the 
heart to tell him that he hadn’t ac- 

tually crossed his legs on the play— 
hadn’t, in fact, moved them at all. It 
would only have started an argument, 
and there's no use arguing with those 
guys. 

Tells How It’s Done. 
Anyhow, by this time Stark was 

bobbing and weaving around again, 
demonstrating how he and his fellow 
umps contrive never to lose sight of 
a pitched ball. Well, practically never. 
It was, he explained, the “Bill Klem 
technique,” consisting of getting up on 
the balls of the feet and peeking over 
the catcher's shoulder. 

"It's silly, that stuff about our view 
being blocked by the catcher on low 
balls and about how we have to guess 
at a lot of ’em,” he said, indignantly. 
"We have our eyes right on 99 out of 
every 100 balls as they cross the plate 
—if they do." 

Hardest pitchers in the National 
League to call balls and strikes for 
are Van Mungo, Carl Hubbell and Russ 
Bauers, the young fast-baller of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, in Stark's opinion. 
It's no wonder the batters find them 
equally trying. 

Mungo is Speediest. 
"Mungo’s easily the fastest pitcher 

in the league,” he explained, "and he’s 
just wild enough that you can’t tell 
beforehand where that ball’s going. 
Hub’s screwball is hard to follow, too, 
and Bauers’ high curve keeps an um- 

pire working his head off. 
"Strangely enough, Dizzy Dean isn’t 

hard to work. He’s a great pitcher, 
but he slips them down the middle 
most of the time. And, as we say in 
the business, you can work a fellow like 
Lou Fette of Boston in a rockingchair. 
I don’t mean we ever can loaf, but 
there’s less tension.” 

Like all the other arbiters, Stark 
loses around 10 pounds in the course 
of a season, even though he starts off 
in good condition. Stark has been 
working out at Fordham University 
for the past week. 

Asked if there were any truth in 
the popular belief that ball yard lan- 
guage is perhaps not quite so salty 
as it used to be, Stark shook his head 
vigorously. 

"Don’t believe that,” he said, sadly. 
“These boys know Just as many things 
to call an umpire as anybody aver did.” 

Average Near Four Muffs a 

Game—Gehrig Leads 
Yanks at Plate. 

By the Associated Press. 
WICHITA, Kans., April 13 —Man- 

ager Jimmy Dykes won’t admit he’s 
gloomy over the performance of his 
Chicago White Sox, but there isn't 
much doubt the Sox pilot is worried. 
His club has averaged almost four 
errors in its last five games and 
Jimmy doesn’t yet know how he’s 
going to plug the hole left by Luke 
Appling’s injury. 

SPARTANBURG, N. C— As the 
tumult and shouting about Joe Di 
Maggio swells in volume, Joe Gehrig, 
the iron horse of the New York Yan- 
kees. keeps moving along. He belted 
a homer and a triple yesterday, has 
hit safely in his last 12 games, and 
is the club's leading hitter with .357. 

Browns Out to Tie Series. 
KANSAS CITY.—The St, Louis 

Browns banked on Russ Van Atta, 
their "dollar-a-year man" to even the 
six-game series with Chicago's Cubs 
today. Manager Gabby Street, who 
arrived in Wichita yesterday recover- 

ing from an attack of indigestion, left 
after a 9-7 beating by the Cub6, com- 

plaining of a "terrific headache." 

BALTIMORE.—Joe Cronin, who 
beat his Red Sox North in order to 
spend a couple of days in Washington 
with his family, rejoins the club today. 

Brucker Pounding Ball. 
RICHMOND, Va.—It looks as if 

Earl Brucker will catch the opening 
game of the season for the Philadel- 
phia Athletics. His hitting has picked 
up in .recent games, climaxed by four 
for four against Norfolk yesterday. 

ATLANTA, Ga.—George Gill, young 
Detroit right-hander, has set himself 
a goal of 18 victories this season. 
Gill, gifted with control, Joined the 
Tigers last season when Schoolboy 
Rowe went out of action. 

’Biscuit-Admiral 
Race Not ‘Match’ 

Bt the Associated Press. 
NEW YORK, April 13.—Officially 

the $100,000 match race between 
War Admiral and Seabiscult May 
30 won’t be a match race at all. 

The rules of racing, as laid down 
by the Jockey Club, specify that 
no association is to add money or 
other prize. By Its definition, “A 
‘match’ Is a race between two 
horses, the property of two differ- 
ent owners, on terms agreed upon 
by them and to which no money 
or other prize Is added.” 

Thus when the race for which 
the Westchester Racing Associa- 
tion is putting up the big purse Is 
run, It will be called -the $100,000 

1 race between hors at.- 

Exhibition Tilts 
Bv the Associated Press. 
Boston iN >. 7; Washington (A > A. 
New York 'A.i. 13: Knoxville S. A.I 4. 
Brooklyn 'N.l. 3; Savannah 'SAL1. 1. 
Philadelphia (N>. 11; Charlotte (P. 

L.i. 4 
Boston (A ), 14: Cincinnati (N.l. 13. 
S’. Louts cN.i. a. Pine Bluff C S ■ n. 
Philadelphia iA.'. 3; Norfolk ip. L 5. 
Cleveland <A \ 12: Atlanta (S. A '. 3. 
Pittsburgh 'N.l. 1": Chicago iA.'. 2. 
Chicago iN.i. 3 St. Louis 'A .7 
Rochester 'I. L.i. 4 Buffalo (I. L '. 3. 
Kansas City iA. A.i. 12; Montreal il. 

L.i. 4. 
Newark, d. L.I. fl: Binghamton. <E. 

Li. fi. 
Syracuse (I. L.i. 10; Jacksonville tS. 

A. L.i. R. 

Schedule Todav. 
At Washington—Boston iN.i vs. Wash- 

ington A.i. 
At Frankfort. Ky.—New York (N.) vs. 

Cleveland iA.i. 
At Spartanburg S. C.—New York (A.) 

vs. Binghamton (E. L.'. 
At Wichita. Kans.—Chicago (A.) vs. 

Pittsburgh iN.i. 
At Baltimore—Boston (A.) vs. Lexing- 

ton iN. C. S. L.i. 
At Atlanta. Ga.—Detroit (A.) vs. At- 

lanta <8. A.). 
At Little Rock. Ark.—St. Louis (N.) 

vs. Little Rock iS. A.'. 
At Richmond Va—Philadelphia (A.) 

vs. Brooklyn (N.l. 
At Kansas City—St. Louis (A.i vs. Chi- 

cago 'N.l. 
At Lynchburg. Va.—Cincinnati (N.l y«. 

Williamsport iE. L.I. 
—— j 

| 
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Mako and Budge Say Money 
for New Zealand Match 

Wasn’t a Hold-Up. 
Pv the Associated Press. 

LOS ANGELES, April 13.—The 
championship tennis combination of 
J. Donald Budge and Gene Mako— 
With Mako as spokesman—entered a 
flat, denial today that they had high- 
pressured New Zealand net ofllcials 
into giving them £20 (about $100) 
apiece for appearing in an exhibition 
match in Auckland several weeks ago. 

Answering criticism reprinted here 
from the New Zealand sporstman that 
Budge and Mako ‘'demanded” £20 
each for the exhibition, Mako said: 

“Sure, they gave us 20 apiece, but 
we didn’t demand it. It's ridiculous to 
say we demanded it. We’d have played 
whether they gave it to us or not.” 

Calls It Expense Money. 
The Auckland articles said Budge 

"demanded £20 each for himself and 
Gene Mako. The cable left no doubt 
that they would not fulfill their ad- 
vertised appearance In Auckland un- 
less they were paid.” 

Mako countered Oiat the amounts 
were given for "expense money—they 
always show us a good time but we 
have to spend a lot of money besides.” 
He said he and Budge were in Auck- 
land one day. 

The sportsman said no traveling ex- 

penses were involved. 
Both Budge and Mako remained 

aboard ship, the article said, which 
would eliminate hotel expenses. 

“I guess somebody is Just trying to 
stir up something," Mako concluded. 

Three years ago—Washington 
erews made clean sweep of regatta 
with California. 

BOSS IS SATISFIED 

Opening Game to Determine 
if Diz Is Okay—-Chiozza 

of Giants Hurt. 
By the Associated Press. 

Satisfied that his starting pitchers 
are ready, Manager Casey Stengel of 
the Boston Bees, here to meet the 
Griffs today, will not foree any of them 
to go the route until next Tuesday, 
when Deacon Danny MacFayden 
opens the season. 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. —“Can the 
Cards count on Ol’ Diz?” the big 
question in the St. Louis camp, may 
be answered April 19 by Dean himself. 
Manager Frankie Frisch announced 
today Diz would pitch the season’s 
opener in St. Louis against Pittsburgh's 
Pirates. 

FRANKFORT, Ky.—The New York 
Giants are getting brittle again, which 
is something to worry Bill Terry. Lou 
Chiozza came up with a sprained 
finger on his right hand yesterday, 
and Johnny McCarthy also felt indis- 
posed. So Burgess Whitehead and 
Sam Leslie started for the Giant* at 
second and first. 

Mungo in Fettle. 
RICHMOND, Va.—Van Lingle Mun- 

go, the Brooklyn Dodgers’ flreballer, is 
intent on ending this "all through” 
talk. He said his arm feels stronger 
than at any time in the training tour 
and that neither it nor his shoulder 
has bothered him in recent work- 
outs. 

WICHITA. Kans.—“Who said 'the 
loafing Pirates’?’’ asked Manager Pie 
Traynor, today? He was chuckling 
over Bill Brubaker’s steal of home in 
Pittsburgh’s game with the White Sox 
yesterday, and Arky Vaughan's fourth 
and fifth homers of the training sea- 
son. 

LYNCHBURG, Va—Deacon Bill 
McKechnie appears ready to name 
Lee Grissom and Willard Hershberger 
as his battery in the opener with the 
Chicago Cubs in Cincinnati Tuesday. 
Grissom is believed to have won the 
nod with his work against the Red 
Sox Sunday. 

LEXINGTON, N. C.—The Phillies 
have been showing a lack of punch, 
but as long as the hits come at op- 
portune moments and the Phils keep 
on winning it’s okay with Manager 
Jimmy Wilson. They’ve taken eight 
in a row, their longest streak in 
years. 

WINDSHIELD WIPER 
TRICO SALES—SERVICE 

NRTIONRL SERVICE 
!S30 14™ ST.NA 

No.0030 

WES 10 BE CHOICE 
IF HE MEETS TEST 

Otherwise Honor will Go to 
Weaver—Boston Again 

Beats Nats, 7-6. 
By FRANCIS E. STAN. 

The 1938 edition of the Washington 
ball club was to go on display today 
at Griffith Stadium and, while an ex- 
hibition game with the Boston Bees 
strictly is a take-it-or-leave-it propo- 
sition, there was one item of more 
than passing interest. 

Wesley Cheek Ferrell, you see, is to 
make his bid for the opening game 
pitching assignment this afternoon, 

i Manager Bucky Harris says Wes is the 
man to face the Athletics here next 
Monday if he proves his readiness. If 
the Bees swarm all over him. Monte 
Weaver will take the toss from Presi- 
dent Roosevelt and open Washington's 
bid in the American League race. 

Wes seemed to be a cinch for the 
honors when spring training opened in 
Orlando last February. But while he 
has conducted himself uniformly well 
in the box this spring, that Weaver 
man has done even better. It was 
weeks before Monte was given a tum- 
ble, but now his hat is in the ring and 
if Wes isn't ready the slim, quiet ex- 
college professor will step to the head 
of the Nats’ slab class. 

Nats Bring Back Poor Record. 
The train that pulled the Nats into 

Union Station last night bore a wor- 
ried pilot In S. Raymond Harris. 
Strictly off what his ball club has 
shown in spring games, the Nats be- 
long in the American Association. At 
least American Association clubs are 
the only teams the Nats have been 
able to whip consistently. That 7-to-6 
decision they dropped to the Bees yes- 
terday in Richmond was the eleventh 
of 13 games they have lost to major 
league entries. 

In the only game with a Southern 
Association team, the Griffs were 
beaten by Chattanooga. An Eastern 
League outfit, Trenton, held Washing- 
ton to a 2-2 tie. Only five straight 
wins over American Association teams, 
a victory over Charlotte of the Pied- 
mont League and two stray triumphs 
from the Bees and Cards appear in 
the winning column. 

Harris, of course, has a better ball 
club than its record would indicate. 
In fact it may be the best team Wash- 
ington has had since 1933, when a 
pennant was won. It isn't unreason- 
able to think so, anyway. 

But as a result of the long string 
of spring setbacks the Nats are tread- 
ing on thin ice. A bad start in the 
pennant race might hopelessly con- 
demn the club to the depths of the 
second division. A good start naturally 
would restore confidence and wipe out 
all memories of the Grapefruit League, 

Wes Predicts 25 Slab Wins. 
That Is why Harris is particularly 

anxious to put his best foot forward 
when the curtain goes up. Ferrell or 
Weaver? Wes was to throw some 
light on the question today. 

In Ferrell's own mind there is no 
doubt as to his success this year. 
"As a matter of fact," claims Wes, 
"if I get off to a good start I’m a 
cinch to win 25 games. If I can win 
six games by the middle of May I 
can do it." The way Wes says it 
sounds simple. The records reveal 
no Washington pitcher has won 25 
games since Walter Johnson. 

Ferrell and Weaver unquestionably 
rank at the top of the Washington 
pitching staff at the moment. Wes 
ought to win close to 20 games If the 
Nats play up to expectations. Weaver 
may be the surprise pitcher of the 
league this year. The Prof, won 12 
games last year, most of them in the 
Spring and before he wilted In the 
heat. This year Monte is stronger, 
faster and in better spirits. He may 
have his best season since 1932, when 
he first came up to win 22 victories. 

After Ferrell and Weaver are dis- 
posed of, however, Harris' headaches 
begin. If he can dig up two other 
starting pitchers with better-than- 
even chances to win the Griffs may 
cause trouble. That isn't easy to do. 

Lopez's Homer Licks Nats, 7-5. 
Bucky watched an old story unfolded 

before him again in Richmond. The 
Nats were in a hitting mood, col- 
lecting 15 blows off Ira Hutchinson 
and Bill Weir, but they left 12 run- 
ners on the bases and were forced to 
accept a 7-6 defeat. It was the Bees' 
fourth win In five games with the 
Grlffmen. 

The National Leaguers had all the 
best of it at the start. Vince Di Mag- 
gio hit a home run with two men on 
base after an error by Buddy Lewis 
had prolonged the opening Inning. 
As a result the Bees had four un- 
earned runs. In the third Zeke Bonura 
hit a homer with one man on base 
and before the inning was over the 
Nats were back in the game. 

After each club had added another 
run, Washington took the lead in the 
eighth on Rick Ferrell’s homer, singles 
by Goslin and Lewis, and an error by 
Third Baseman Karl Maggert. Going 
into the Bees* eighth they held a 6-5 
lead, but the weak-hitting A1 Lopez 
preserved the Boston supremacy. A1 
ripped off a home run against Bill 
Phebus, and this was enough to win. 
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