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The Recovery Message. 
President Roosevelts recovery mes- 

sage to Congress is not convincing. Nor 
Is it very clear. An effort is made to 
show that not a great deal of “new 
money" will be needed to put the pro- 
gram in full operation. But when all 
is said and done, approximately $5,000,- 
000.000 will be required. It matters not 
whether a large part of this sum is to 
be loaned to private business and the 
States and lesser divisions of Govern- 
ment, eventually to be repaid. The 
money must be found during the com- 

ing fiscal year. It will throw the Gov- 
ernment budget further out of balance, 
probably, than it has been at any other 
time in the Roosevelt administration. 
That is saying a great deal. 

The Chief Executive definitely recog- 
nizes the new depression. He seeks to 
explain it on the ground that bad prac- 
tices of business and "fear" brought 
about too great production. Combined 
with too great an increase in prices, this 
overproduction resulted finally in a 

downward spiral of business in this 
country. 

Conditions in the Nation, however, are 

far better and different, the President 
insists, than they were in 1932, when his 
administration took charge. The infer- 
ence is that the President will have an 

easier time now pulling the country out 
of a morass than he had when he first 
came to the White House. He fails to 
tell the country, however, that the people 
are staggering under a tax load today 
that is vastly heavier than in 1932. He 
infers that it makes little difference 
whether the public debt is $25,000,000,000 
or $40,000.000.000—although the interest 
charges on $15,000,000,000 annually at 
2.5 per cent are *375,000,000. 

Supporters of the President are com- 

menting that the message is “concilia- 
tory" in tone; that he indicated the ad- 
ministration is asking no further busi- 
ness legislation, and that it has not 
asked much. He fails in his message to 
say anything about T. V. A. and what 
his public utility policies have been doing 
to a very large sector of business, how- 
ever. It is true that in his present mes- 

sage he makes no mention of “economic 
royalists” or other wrongdoers. For that 
the country should be grateful. 

Furthermore, the President calls for 
“self-restraint," for an abandonment of 
“hate” and for a dispassionate discussion 
of the problems that confront the coun- 

try. Coming from the author of the 
now famous Madison Square Garden 
speech, delivered in the fall of 1936, 
this is a concession. The President is to 
be applauded for this attitude. There 
Is entirely too much hate abroad in 
this country today. Unfortunately it 
has been fostered by his own adminis- 
tration. Perhaps the President has come 

to see that the tide of hate may change 
in the public mind; that the hater may 
Ultimately become the hated. 

His appeal to the whole country to 
Bid in this depression is admirable. There 
should be no holding back on the part 
of any one group, whether it be business 
or labor or the politicians. However, the 
remedy that the President now presents 
^-spending and more spending of public 
funds, which exist only through loans 
and which must come out of the people 
in taxes—has been proved a failure al- 
ready. What is needed, as the President 
rightly says, is for business to get under 
way. It. will, if the administration will 
let. it. 

There is no new remedy proposed— 
although the program is diffused and 
covers a wider field all at once. The 
President still sticks to his reforms for 
business anS comments upon the gains | 
made by the country through his legisla- | 
tive program, which he says must be ! 
consolidated and preserved. 

The congressional sense of humor has, 
It is feared, become gradually dulled by 
various efforts to put through legislation 
inappropriately designated as “jokers.-’ 

Not Much Improvement. 
The spirit of the old saving of the pro- 

hibition era that "the drys have their 
law. and the wets their liquor-' applies 
to the postmaster appointment bill just 
passed by the Senate. Under it, civil 
service advocates would have their “law’’ 
—while members of Congress continue to 
enjoy their postal patronage. 

The measure—adopted as a compro- 
mise substitute for the forthright bill 
passed months ago by the House to put 
postmasters of the first, second and third 
classes under competitive civil service and 
appoint them without term—appears in 
the guise of reform, but it is difficult to 

see wherein it effects any improvement 
over the present system. 

The phrasing of the bill is ambiguous, 
but the broadest possible interpretation 
fails to show that it does any more than 

r. 

perpetuate the pro forma civil service 
test that now is the first step toward 

making a postmaster. Term of service is 
fixed at eight instead of four years, if 
that may be considered an improve- 
ment, but the Senate retains its right to 
confirm appointees. 

The order of selection, which here- 
tofore has been dependent on regula- 
tions issued by the President, is fixed 
by statute in the Senate bill, and pro- 
vides that either one of three ranking 
candidates certified by the Civil Service 
Commission may be chosen. This, it is 
true, is the customary civil service pro- 
cedure for filling positions, but some 

Presidents apparently have been a bit 
suspicious that it was not working out 
so well for postmasterships, as both 
Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Roose- 
velt deemed it necessary to issue orders 
under which the highest-ranking candi- 
date got the post. It might be recalled, 
too, that since President Roosevelt issued 
his order nearly two years ago, the Sen- 
ate has withheld confirmation of more 

than 200 prospective appointees desig- 
nated in this manner. 

The passage of the Senate bill was pre- 
ceded by the displacement of one offered 
by Senator McKellar, Democrat, of Ten- 

nessee, which proposed, without apology, 
to knock out President Roosevelt’s order. 
In the process, the McKellar plan was 

roundly assailed, but if the new measure 

does other than accomplish by indirec- 
tion what the Tennessee Senator was 

aiming at, that fact has still to be proved. 
1lt _• 

Our Envoys Speak Up. 
Late international developments, espe- 

cially of dictatorial origin, seem to have 
brought about, a new technique in Amer- 
ican diplomacy. Hitherto statements or 

indications of policy have been confined 
to the President and his Secretary of 
State, although another distinguished 
member of the cabinet recently took it 
upon himself to broadcast his views on 

democracy to the whole British Empire. 
On other occasions, the same stormy 
petrel of the administration ventured to 
discuss Communism. Fascism, Nazi-ism 
and other delicate world problems with 
which his own particular branch of the 
Government has exactly nothing at all 
to do. 

Within recent times there have been 
three separate and distinct episodes dis- 
closing that Messrs. Roosevelt and Hull 
are believers in direct action in foreign 
relations. They are letting our Ambas- 
sadors in various key capitals talk right 
out in meeting, transparently for the 
purpose of acquainting the governments 
and peoples to which they are accredited 
with the true inwardness of American 
policy. It is a species of what once was 

called shirt-sleeve diplomacy. It is far 
more potent than stilted official notes 
to foreign offices, because it reaches 
whole communities, rather than a hand- 
ful of bureaucrats trained to regard for- 
mal communications from other govern- 
ments as sacrosanct. 

Ambassador Kennedy set the new ball 
rolling at London. His major theme was 

that “no nation can count with certainty 
upon either American neutrality or 

American participation in another war.” 
But, he hastened to add, to conclude 
that this country “would not fight under 
any circumstances short of actual in- 
vasion is not only inaccurate, but is a 

dangerous sort of misunderstanding to 
be current just now.” 

Last Wednesday two of our other Am- 
bassadors, Mr. Wilson in Germany and 
Mr. Steinhardt in Peru, voiced some- 

what similar sentiments. Mr. Wilson 
said that "there are some things our 

Nation would fight for” and that it would 
be an error to think that "we would 
under no conditions go to war.” At Lima 
Mr. Steinhardt, in a Pan-American Day 
broadcast to all Latin America, called 
on the Western Hemisphere to unite in 

resisting "those who believe the law of 
the jungle is man's destiny.” He thrust 
with special vigor at the radio, new-s, 
commercial and “cultural” propaganda 
which Germany and Italy are notori- 
ously pouring into all the countries to 
the south of us. 

The cumulative effect of such plain 
speaking is bound to be wholesome. The 
ambassadorial utterances carry the full 
weight of Washington's authority. Bul- 
warked by the naval expansion plans 
about to be approved by Congress, their 
declarations are well designed to impress 
all concerned overseas that they should 
not take too much for granted from the 
ravings and rantings of our isolation- 
mongers and neutrality zealots. 

— -■■■ ■ » 

King Carol of Rumania has been des- 
ignated a dictator and lingers in some 

private doubt as to whether his new 

title implies promotion or reduction. 

Good Friday. 
In the calendar of the church. Good 

Friday is the anniversary of the cruci- 
fixion, The annual commemoration of 
it is designed to keep alive in grateful 
minds and hearts the voluntary sacrifice 
of Calvary. Its connotations are martyr- 
dom, suffering and death. A like signifi- 
cance of sorrow attaches to the time in 
secular history. 

For example, every Washingtonian 
remembers that it was on the evening 
of Good Friday in 1865 that President 
Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. Shot 
by a fanatic as he watched a play on 

the stage of Ford's Theater on Tenth 
street, he died of his injuries the next 
morning. 

Similarly, it was on the night of April 
14 in 1912 that the Titanic, largest of 
ocean liners, collided with an iceberg 
in the North Atlantic and within a few 
hours sank with fifteen, hundred and 
seventeen souls aboard. The shock to 
the world beggars description even now 
after a quarter of a century. 

Less cataclysmic because the loss of 
life was smaller numerically was the 

disappearance of the naval collier 
Cyclops, announced by Secretary of the 
Navy Jtjpephus Daniels on April 14 in 
1918. En route from the Caribbean to 
Baltimore with three hundred and nine 
persons listed as crew and passengers, 
the vessel simply vanished. No trace of 
wreckage ever was found to suggest a 
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solution of the mystery. The event has 
been included among the tricks of fate 
which never are explained. 

But Good Friday, however associated 
with "“poignant grief, is not Isolated. 
After it, invariably, comes Easter and 
the victory of the spirit over defeat and 
disaster of every sort. The great reality 
is continuity, not interruption. Let finite 
intelligence postulate whatever theory it 
desires, the glorious fact—which cer- 

tainly docs not need apology—is the 
cosmic law by which the stars move and 
human aspiration survives forever. 

Colleges have undertaken to make clear 
subjects that have become more or less 
enveloped In mystery. Professor Einstein 
will continue to render Princeton a fa- 
vorite locality for persons who believe 
some of the most baffling problems can 

be solved with ease for the casual reader. 
Professor Einstein's new book should be 
worth its price, even if it does no more 

than to cause us to forget the various 
worries as they intrude upon attention. 

District of Columbia taxes are being 
studied by the United States Senate. 
The process will require time, but it may 
be possible to hold the taxes to limita- 
tions that will justify the long labor re- 

quired. In tax reduction, however, as in 
other transactions, it becomes more and 
more difficult to get something for noth- 
ing. 

There will be a beautiful Easter parade 
even though our diplomats have shown 
scant willingness to encourage the dis- 
play of feminine attire in a foreign court. 
There will, however, be an abundant 
show and royalty must compose itself 
as it faces the reminder of what it has 
missed. 

When Woodrow Wilson was President 
great attention was paid at first to "keep- 
ing us out of war." The present idea 
still seems to keep us out of war, but to 
make arrangements which will remind 
more or less remote neighbors that we 

do not care to be interfered with in a 

perfectly peaceable program. 

Just what the Vice President said to 
the President that caused a slight shock 
of surprise is not definitely known. Mr. 
Garner, however, has a reputation for 
respecting his words and it must be as- 

sumed that he was not genuinely tempted 
to waste them. 

Chicago has come a long way as a great 
city since it used to feel that any man 

named Carter Harrison would be sure 
of election as mayor. One of the secrets 
of public success is an adherence to terms 
that are easily remembered. 

Feminine hats cost ver® little but the 
expense of a suitable masculine tile is 
great and still growing. Here is another 
chance for the eloquence of feminine 
appeal. 

—.. -ttf 

The circus is again getting under way. 
What tales an elephant could tell if his 
various accomplishments included that 
of human speech! 

Shooting Stars. 
By PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

The Genius. 
A genius came along our way; 
We all turned out to hear him play. 
He banged a big piano round 
Until it made a mighty sound. 
His fingers wiggled o'er the keys 
With agile grace and splendid ease. 

When he went out of town he took 
A bundle in his pocketbook 
That each of us had helped to make, 
A pretty fine financial stake. 
Miss Gladys Jones said. “Ain't it grand 
To listen to his tone command?” 
Miss Dollie Robbins says, she, 
"He has such virtuositee!” 
Tom Higginbotham says, “The gent 
Has true artistic temperament," 
While those whose grip was getting weak 
Bulged in and talked about “technique.” 
Then all joined in with chorus strong 
And whooped a common ragtime song! 
They honestly enjoyed it more 

Than what they heard the night before. 
A lot of art talk that we hear 
Is calorific atmosphere! 

Political Boss. 
“I ha>ve about decided.” said Senator 

Sorghum, “to go home and give up my 
position as a political boss.” 

“For what reason?” 
“It spoils my spirit of independence. 

Too many people are claiming the right 
to tell me how to vote and when to quit.” 

At Least a Friendly Gesture. 
"So you understand the political situa- 

tion in your county?” 
"No,” answered Farmer Corntossel. ‘‘I 

have had it explained to me by several 
leading statesmen.” 

“Then what’s the trouble?” 
"They all tried to make friends by 

saying that they don't understand it 
either.” 

"When I slay a foeman.” said Hi Ho, 
the sage of Chinatown, "I leave one less 
to change his politics and help celebrate 
my victory.” 

Vulnerable Point. 
I know some subtle word was said 

But I dare not repeat it, 
For it may fill my soul with dread 

Though some with cheers may greet it. 
While I may be content to rate 

As an obtrusive duffer, 
I know, that in affairs of state. 

My bank account would suffer. 

Ceremonial. 
"Does your wife insist on being pre- 

sented at court?” 
“I'm afraid she does.” 
“But great statesmen no longer per- 

mit it.” 
“No. But we know a local Indian chief 

who for a consideration will arrange a 

satisfactory ceremonial.” 

“It's one of de misfortunes of dis life,” 
said Uncle Eben, "dat de man who can 

sing de loudest is so often de farthest 
off de 
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THE POLITICAL 
MILL 

BY G. GOULD LINCOLN. 

The first Democrat nominated this 
year lor Senate membership opposed 
President Roosevelt’s bill to Increase the 
membership of the Supreme Court last 
year. Representative Scott W. Lucas of 
Illinois, who has the senatorial nomina- 
tion in question, speaking in the House 
last May urged the American Legion to 
go on record in opposition to the court 
bill. He had served as national judge 
advocate of the Legion for four years. 
What he said at that time, declaring 
that in his opinion the effort to change 
the membership of the Supreme Court 
was, in fact, an attempt to destroy the 
independence of the judiciary, was cred- 
ited with influencing many Legionnaires 
to register their opposition. 

Mr. Lucas' success in Illinois on Tues- 
day does not square itself with demands 
of the radical New Dealers that every 
Democrat who opposed the President's 
court bill should be defeated in the party 
primaries this year. In this connection 
it may be recalled that the first Demo- 
cratic Senator to be elected to the upper 
House after the famous court bill fight 
was another member of the House, who, 
like Lucas, had opposed the court- 
packing bill—Senator Miller of Arkan- 
sas, chosen to succeed the late Demo- 
cratic leader of the Senate, Senator 
Robinson, who led the fight for the court 
bill. 

Senator Miller's success In Arkansas 
was set down by pro-administrationists 
to the fact that the Democrats in that 
State were engaged in a factional row — 

with the Governor heading the opposing 
faction. The Governor, it is true, de- 
clared himself 100 per cent Roosevelt, 
including the court bill. Representative 
Lucas defeated Michael L. Igoe for the 
senatorial nomination this week in a 
bitter party contest, too. And Lucas’ 
victory is interpreted by the adminis- 
trationists, not as a defeat for the Presi- 
dent in any way, but as a defeat for the 
Chicago organization headed by Mayor 
Kelly and National Committeeman Nash 
and a success for Gov. Horner. 

Lucas not only spoke in the House—on 
more than one occasion—against the 
court bill, but he also was among those 
who voted to put on Ice the President's 
wage-hour bill, when that measure came 
up in the special session last Decem- ber. He was in Illinois campaigning when the President's reorganization bill 
was tucked away again in committee by a vote of the House last week. It is no- 1 
ticcable he was not “paired” for that 
measure either. 

* * * * 

Speaking against the President’s court bill in the House Julv 15 last. Mr. Lucas 
commended Judge Sumners of Texas, chairman of the House Judiciarv Com- 
mittee. who had earlier delivered an ad- 
dress scoring the court-packing proposal and declaring that if the bill were kept before Congress it would result in a 
disastrous split in the Democratic party "When conviction battles loyalty upon deep-seateo and far-reaching human 
problems men's souls are always tried.” said Lucas, "but invariable conviction 
becomes the victor. To really know- 
something through years of teaching and 
environment is to believe, and Mr. 
Speaket, if we really believe enough in 
something fundamental and have the 
courage of our convictions, there is none 
who shall tell another what he shall do 
That is plain speaking. If Mr. Lucas 
becomes Senator the administration will 
have another independent legislator on its hands. 

The nomination of Mr. Lucas was 
brought about, according to the dis- 
patches. with the aid of many Repub- lican voters, who went over to the Demo- 
cratic primary to support him. Here 
is a first instance of “coalition" in this 
year's elections. Decidedlv, it is not 
likely to be the last. 

* * * 

The size of the vote cast in the Demo- 
cratic primary in Illinois is hailed by 
the party leaders here as meaning that 
the State is surely going Democratic in 
November. It may. but if Mr. Lucas is 
elected Senator there is just another 
Democrat in the upper House. At the 
same time, Mr. Lucas is a different kind 
of Democrat from Senator Dieterich. 
who is on his way out and who sup- 
ported the Presidents court bill and 
every other New Deal measure. 

Representative Drewry of Virginia, 
chairman of the Democratic National 
Congressional Committee, issued a state- 
ment rejoicing in the large primary vote. 
He called attention to the fact that, be- 
ginning in 1930, the Democratic vote 
has been constantly increasing in Illinois 
primaries, with a similar increase in the 
general elections. This year for the 
first time, he said, in modern political 
history the Democratic vote in tradi- 
tionally Republican downstate Illinois 
was larger than that of all other parties 
combined. The national administration, 
he insisted, took no part in Lucas-Igoe 
contest, being satisfied with the "ster- 
ling qualities" of both candidates. There 
is a strong belief, however, that a vic- 
tory for Igoe would have caused much 
more joy around the White House than 
that of Scott Lucas. 

* * * * 

There is a drive on to nominate Sena- 
tor Wagner for Governor of New York 
among the Democratic party leaders. 
Wagner does not want to be Governor. 
But the party wants him. He would be, in the opinion of Chairman James a! 
Farley and others, the strongest candi- 
date the Democrats could put up this 
year. Farley knows his New York. Fur- 
thermore, with Wagner in the field, there 
would be no more talk about Solicitor 
Robert H. Jackson for the gubernatorial 
nomination. As a matter of fact, the 
Jackson talk has subsided almost en- 
tirely, and the ardent young New Dealer 
is no longer looked upon as a candidate. 
If the President should undertake later 
to push Jackson forw-ard. however, the 
picture might change again. 

Farley and the other leaders feel that 
Wagner would have not only support from all groups of Democrats in the 
Empire State, but also support of the* 
American Labor party—of which Mayor La Guardia is the most prominent mem- 
ber today. Wagner's nomination would 
be satisfactory to labor generally. He 
has always been strong with Tammany, of which he is a member. 

* * * * 

President Roosevelt stirred up another 
hornet's nest when he sent his letter to 
Senator Pat Harrison and the other con- 
ferees on the new revenue bill, demand- 
ing that the undistributed profits tax 
and the House provisions for capital 
gains taxes be restored to that measure. 
The cavalier manner in which the Presi- 
dent’s pet tax theories were treated by the Senate Finance Committee and the 
Senate itself has at last brought a retort 
from the administration—nothing was 
attempted while the bill was in the Sen- 
ate. But the President counts on the 
House to back him up. If the House 
fails him in the conference—as it may 
in the end—he still can veto the meas- 
ure. which Pat Harrison has described 
as very helpful to business at this junc- 
ture. The President is in a strategic 
position. If the new bill fails, then the 
present law, with its undistributed profits 
tax, capital gains tax, etc., remains in 
full force and effect. 
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THIS AND THAT 
BY CHARLES B. TRACEWELL. 

ARLINGTON, Va. I 
“Dear Sir: 

"I read with interest your articles, and 
particularly interesting this evening was 

your accounting for robins apparently 
possessed by doldrums when squatting In 
the grass, usually in damp, cold weather. 
You ascribe this to being c<fld. ’•ather 
than sick. This seems plausible. It 
must be true. 

“Robins have repeatedly nested in our 
yard trom early spring to midsummer; 
several seasons in a scrub pak, once in 
a red oak which stands about 12 feet 
from the house, once again on a limb 
of an oak hanging over the sidewalk 
where two or three hundred people pass 
daily and at another time in a limb of 
a Japanese walnut, the location of the 
nest being about 15 feet from the house. 

“A robin will take up a lease in most 
any old place. In consideration for this 
lease one is amply repaid by hearing the 
song, by watching the antics, by ob- 
serving the solemn demeanor when sit- 
ting on a nest, and later seeing the 
raising of a brood. As applied to birds, 
I am not sure of the gender and am 

assuming the male negotiates the lease 
with deference to the feelings of his 
mate. There are numerous people about 
our place, but Mr. and Mrs. Robin do 
not seem to be alarmed. They are so- 
ciable feathered friends. 

jk jfc jk * 

“In addressing this letter to you there 
is a purpose of disclosing a way of com- 

ing to the rescue of the helpless young 
robins when about ready to leave the 
nest. 

“When nearly grown they are so large 
as to crowd one another from the nest. 
Moreover, the parent birds will coax, 
urge or force them to an endeavor to 
fly before their wings are fully feathered. 
At this juncture one should be alert to 
lend a hand to save them from prowling 
cats. 

“It is quite simple. 
“Have on hand a deep cone-shaped 

basket such as those that are used to 
ship vegetables to market. 

“Across the top of the basket secure a 

W’ire bail by which to hang the basket 
on a high limb near the npst or suspend 
it from a nail driven into the trunk of 
the tree at or just below the nest. 

“In the bottom of the basket scatter 
some dry, soft grass or other natural 
nesting material. Get a tall stepladder 
and suitably fix the basket into position. 

* * * * 

“When the birds tumble from the nest 
place them in the basket. It is still 
better to do this when they are well 
feathered and are about to crowd one 
another out of their bird-built home. 

“The practical result is that by the 
time the fledglings are strong enough to 
fly to the top of the basket they will also 
nave enough strength to flv from limb to 
limb and thus keep out of the clutches 
of the cats. Every year I have taken this 
means and saved the birds. 

“Have no fear that this method will 
cause the old birds to desert their young. 
They are tenaciously loyal to their brood 
and will within an hour find their family 
and begin feeding them. 

“Many times I have sat at the window 
or stood nearby on the ground, watching 
the parent birds with a worm fly to a 
limb close to the basket, next to the 
edge of the receptacle, then down inside. 
In a moment they will be back at the 
edge, pause a moment, and fly away, but 
soon return with another morsel of 
worm. Sincerely vours. 

“C. H. S.” 

There can be little doubt that the 
parent birds are able to do a much better 
feeding job than any human, no matter 
how much interested in feathered life 
that person may be. 

Young robins are forever falling and 
fluttering out of nests, and people are 

always wanting to know what to do about 
them. 

The above letter gives a very good idea 
of one thing which may be done. 

A great deal of persistence in doing 
good will be required. Not every one will 
have the time to watch their robin 
friends so closely. 

Yet the method is feasible. It offers 
the opportunity of doing more than Just 
talk, and permits love for the birds to 
be translated into action. 

The plan is to keep the birds in the 
basket, a sort of large nest, until they 
are able to fly out, there being no other 
method of egress owing to the steep 
sides. We imagine our correspondent 
means a fruit basket, rather than a wide- 
mouthed bushel basket, although no 

doubt the latter would serve. 
* * * * 

At breakfast time, and supper time, 
are the two periods of the day when baby 
robins need mast watching. 

While their feeding periods by no 

means coincide with these, they seem to 
want to try their wings at these par- 
ticular times. 

Robins eat all day long, of course, a 

fairly universal bird habit. 
The baby robins grow immensely. 
When they get to the ground they are 

as large as their parents, and, being 
fluffy, seem larger. 

Perhaps the cat cannot be blamed for 
knowing no difference between them and 
their parents. 

The woman, for instance, who has her 
own share of game,” in the form of furs 
around her neck, bunny fur in her felt 
hats and plenty of lamb, veal, chicken 
and beef in her diet, scarce has a sport- 
ing right to condemn the cat too harshly 
for its gaming instinct. 

* * * * 

No bird lover, however, but must feel 
terribly upset when a cat does get a bird. 

Persistent vigiience is the price which 
must, be paid. 

A little attention, particularly at the 
times named, and a willingness to move 

quickly toward the garden when the 
robins set up their cry at an attack- 

These steps pay in lives saved. 
There is perhaps no one in America 

who has paid more attention to cats 
and birds than the writer here in the 
past few years. 

We know', therefore, of what we speak 
when we declare that there is only one 
cat in ten which is a "bad'1 cat in regard 
to birds. 

There is usually one such cat in even- 

neighborhood, and he is the one which ; 
gets the birds, while all the rest of them ! 
get the blame. 

The average person wdio has never 
watched cats will say. offhand. "Oh. a 
cat kills many, many birds a year." How 
many? "Oh, several hundred.” 

One who has watched them will say, 
"Those 10 cats did not average three 
birds a year. That one cat, however, 
killed about 15 birds.” 

Tlie person who loves birds must go 
to the trouble of watching the cats, and 
finding out which ones are “bad" cats 
and which are not. It is no fairer to | 
blame all cats, indiscriminately, than to ; 
decry all humans just because some 
are bad. 

WASHINGTON OBSERVATIONS 
BY FREDERIC WILLIAM WILE. 

President Roosevelt's scheme to spend 
the country out of depression, so per- 
suasively propagandized by him over the 
radio last night, will supply the text for 
the 26th annual meeting of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of the United States 
in Washington May 2 to 5. The official 
theme of the conclave is "National Prog- 
ress Through the American Business 
System.” F. D. R. was invited to ad- 
dress the chamber, but told his press 
conference on April 12 that the date is 
still too far off to permit him to say 
whether he'll accept the bid or not. The 
probability is that he won't. Two mem- 

bers of his cabinet—Attorney General 
Cummings and Secretary of War Wood- 
ring—were also asked to speak, as were 

two of the administration's principle 
senatorial foes. Byrd of Virginia and 
Burke of Nebraska. From Senator 
Byrnes of South Carolina, another in- 
vited speaker, may come something 
pitched in a tone more friendly to the 
New Deal. The program will ring the 
changes on nearly every phase of gov- 
ernment affecting business. Emphasis 
will be laid on the necessity of curtailing 
Federal interference with private enter- 
prise and the desirability of letting 
finance and industry proceed under their 
own steam, in accordance with the poli- 
cies and practices which made us the 
richest country in the world. 

* * * * 

Mounting expenditure for public works 
and reliei is headed for vigorous pan- 
ning while the Nation's commercial 
leaders are in session. They will meet at 
the end of a month which found the 
Government spending <up to April 1) 
a total of $5,676,000,000 for the current 
fiscal year. That's the biggest amount 
Uncle Sam has blown in for the same 
date of any year since Roosevelt took 
office, and the largest sum, as of April 1, 
in the country's whole peacetime history. 
The chamber will also learn, to its dis- 
may, that although the New Deal has 
poured out an average of $4,789,056,000 
for Federal relief of all sorts during the 
past four years, the army of unemployed 
continues at almost depression peak pro- 
portions. with hundreds of millions still 
necessary, as the President broadcast, 
if destitution is to be avoided for a mul- 
titude of the population. 

T T T 

From one of the most authoritative 
quarters comes the following terse tabu- 
lation of what Congress could and should 
do to put business on its feet and re- 
start recovery machinery: < 1 > Amend the 
Public Utilities Act in a way that would 
encourage private capital to invest con- 
fidently in expansion of the industry; 
<2> Amend the National Labor Relations 
Act, so as to hold workers, as well as 
employers, responsible for an orderly 
process of collective bargaining; <$) 
Amend the Tennessee Valley Authority 
Act, so as to give the private power 
industry a square deal, minus prohibi- 
tive, Government-subsidized competi- 
tion; (4 • Amend the Social Security Act 
by abolishing the so-called “reserve 
fund’’ and placing the whole structure 
on a pay-as-you-go basis, and (5) Take 
real steps to balance the budget by com- 

pelling the Government to live within its 
income and thus hold out some prospect 
of ending unbearable taxation. Business, 
a house divided against itself on many 
scores, is virtually a unit in believing 
that some such program, rather than 
another spending spree, is what's needed. 
Industry is persuaded it can do its own 
pump-priming, as it used to do long be- 
fore brain-trusters “planned it that way," 
if Congress will only clear the track. 

* * * * 

One of the first Jobs to be tackled by 
Norman H. Davit 

1 

American RA Cross will be to pump 
some' life into the moribund $1,000,000 
China relief fund called for by President 
Roosevelt several months ago. To date, 
only about $115,000, or a little over 10 
per cent, has been subscribed. The dis- 
agreeable fact has to be faced that, be- 
cause of the new depression, the sources 
of charity in the United States have 
been pretty effectually dried up. Words 
to this disheartening effect were spoken 
at the recent White House conference to 
discuss the Roosevelt-Hull plan for im- 
migration here and in other countries of 
German and Austrian political refugees. 

* * * * 

Gov. Henry Horner of Illinois, con- 
queror of the mighty Kellv-Nash ma- 
chine in Chicago, mounts automatically 
to the stature of a Democratic national 
figure. A distinguished jurist and Jew, 
Horner is often mentioned as a Supreme 
Court justice in case, for any reason, the 
seal of either Justice Braudels or Justice 
Cardoza should be vacated. A Cook 
County probate judge of renown and 
popularity before his first term as Gov- 
ernor in 1933, Horner also rates as a fu- 
ture United States Senator, possibly in 
1942, if Illinois' veteran James Hamilton 
Lewus, who will then be on the verge of 
80. seeks seclusion after roundlv half a 
century of public life. Gov. Horner is 
still on the sunny side of 50, a bachelor, 
and. as events have just demonstrated, 
able to claim about anything within his 
State's gift. 

T T ^ 

To the memorial tablet in the State 
Department, erected in honor of diplo- 
matic and consular officers who lost their 
lives under heroic or tragic circumstances 
while on active service, there has just 
been added the name of Consul General 
J. Theodore Marriner, who was mur- 
dered by a maniac at Beirut, Syria, last 
October. Under the auspices of James 
Clement Dunn, one of Secretary Hull's 
advisers on political relations, there has 
also been assembled a bound volume of 
all the messages and editorials evoked 
throughout the United States and for- 
eign countries by •'Ted's” untimely fate. 
The volume has been presented to Mr. 
Marriner s mother as a permanent record 
of the expressions of sympathy which 
followed her sons death. It includes 
three original letters addressed to Mrs. 
Marriner—one from President Roose- 
velt, one from Secretary Hull and one 
from former Secretary Stimson. The 
production of the book was made pos- sible through the generosity of Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss. Mr. Bliss, 
former Ambassador to Argentina, was a 
long-time colleague of Marriner. 

* * * * 

Library of Congress officials have a 
dragnet out for letters signed by John 
Sherman, Hayes’ Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, Garfield's successor in the Senate 
•from Ohio and McKinley's first Secre- 
tary of State. The letters are desired to 
complete the Library's collection of 
Sherman papers. 

* a, u. 

Herbert S. Morrison, M, P., chairman 
of the London County Council, spoke 
in Washington this week before a select 
group of Government officials, members 
of Congress and newspaper men inter- 
ested in foreign affairs, on the British 
political situation and the international 
outlook in Europe. Commonly heralded 
as the next labor prime minister, Mr. 
Morrison, scholarly, soft-spoken tele- 
phone operator and newspaper circula- 
tion manager by origin, thinks the Cham- 
berlain government's recent defeat in a 
London by-election is an augury of a 
Labor comeback at the next general elec- 
tion. He attributes the Conservative loss 

ANSWERS TO 
QUESTIONS 

By FREDERIC J. HA SKIN. 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Evening 
Star Information Bureau, Frederic J. 
Haskin, Director. Washington, D. C. 
Please inclose stamp for reply. 

Q. How many young people In New 
York City are without jobs?—T. M. 

A. A survey Just completed by the Wel- 
fare Council of that city shows that ap- 
proximately 400,000 boys and girls be- 
tween tlie ages of 16 and 24 are unable 
to find work. 

Q. What trees are cut by the light of 
the moon?—E. J. 

A. Mahogany trees are cut by moon- 

light for the tree is freer from sap, 
sounder, and of a richer color at night 
than during the day. 

Q. Does any one collect the tags from 
plug tobacco as a hobby?—J. H. G. 

A. George Bender of Asheville. N. C, 
has been collecting tags from plug to- 
bacco for 30 years. His collection con- 
sists of 2.981 tags from 432 brands, many 
of which are no longer sold. 

Q How many passes are issued by the 
railroads to non-employes?—G. M. 

A. During the first six months of 1937 
United Siatps railways issued over 3.000.- 
000 free passes and tickets to persons 
other than employes. 

Q. Please give a biography of Munro 
Leaf, author of “Ferdinand the Bull.' — 

P. S. F. 
A. Mr. Leaf went to New York about 

five years ago with a desire to get into 
publishing. He started from Baltimore. 
Md where he was born in 1905, and 
Washington, where he lived until his 
graduation from the University of Mary- 
land. Subsequently he studied at Har- 
vard and spent three years in prepara- 
tory school teaching and coaching. In 
1933 he obtained a position with Fred- 
erick A. Stokes as manuscript reader, and 
he is now a director of that company. 
During the last three years he has writ- 
ten books that were intended for chil- 
dren. but have been equally popular with 
adults. 

Q. How many forts besides the one at 
Old Point Comfort, Va., are callPd 
fortresses?—M. L. 

A. Fortress Monroe is thp only for'i- 
fled place in America to which this term 
is applied. 

Q Did the boy who received Pasteur's 
first, treatment for rabies visit the United 
States?—A. H. L. 

A. Joseph Meister was 9 years old 
July. 1885, when he went to Pasteur for 
treatment for rabies. On July 7. 1935, 
he was present in New York at the cere- 
monies in honor of Pasteur. 

Q. What city has the largest number 
of policewomen?—J. M. L. 

A. New York City has the largest 
women's division of any police depart- 
ment in the world. Its force averages 
150 women and will be increased after 
the next examination. 

Q. Please give the titles of some good 
one-act plays— H. L. M. 

A. The best one-act plays of 1937, 
edited by Margaret Mayorga and pub- 
lished by Dodd, Mead, includes the fol- 
lowing: “A Husband for Breakfast,” by 
Ronald Mitchell: 'Soldadera.” by Jo- 
sephine Niggli; "Devil Take a Whittier,” 
by Weldon Stone: "The Foundling,” by 
Victor Mapes: "If the Shoe Pinches," by 
Babette Hughes; “Twenty-five Cents,” 
by W. Eric Harris: “The Maker of Laws.” 
by John Ward Bavly; "Tobacco Alley.” 
by William M. Randall; "The Earth Is 
Ours.” by William Kozlenko; “Debt 
Takes a Holiday." by Howard Buermann; 
"The Fall of the City." by Archibald 
MacLeish. and "Goodnight. Please," by 
James L. Daggett. 

Q. How long has Cornelia Otis Skin- 
ner been on the stage?—M. G. L. 

A. Cornelia Otis Skinner was born in 
Chicago on May 30. 1901. She first ap- 
peared on the stage at Buffalo. N. Y.. 
August. 1921. as Dona Sarasate, in “Blood 
and Sand.” 

Q. Does a Doberman pinscher have to 
be atll black to be a thoroughbred?— 
J. P. H. 

A. Accepted colors for Doberman 
pinschers are black, brown or blue, with 
sharply defined rust-red markings. The 
blue referred to is a dark, steel blue, 
which is almost black. Tire usual typp 
seen in dog shows is a black dog with 
brown markings. The fact that a dog 
has brown markings does not by any 
means determine that he is not a thor- 
oughbred. 

Q. Who is the head of the epicurean 
organization known as the Friends of 
Escoffier?—K. M. 

A. G. Seltner Fotiener is the head and 
founder of the organization. He is an 
expert on the subject of foods and liquors, 
and conducts the column, "Wines, Spir- 
its and Good Living." 

Answers 
To Questions 
About Science 

Here is a collection of important fact'; 
that you cannot afford to miss. Near]'- 
every day of the year something new is 
discovered which may play an important 
part in your life. There is, too. a keen 
pleasure in knowing the how and why of 
ordinary things. The booklet "EVERY- 
DAY SCIENCE" is packed full of facts 
and your copy is waiting for you. It 
answers your questions in clear, non- 
technical language—has chapters on the 
weather, the stars, geography, chemistry, 
physics, biology and psychology—the 
questions everybody asks every day. The 
cost is only a dime. 

Use This Order Blank. 
The Washington Evening Star 
Information Bureau, 
Frederic J. Haskin, Director, 
Washington, D. C. 

I inclose herewith TEN CENTS in 
coin for. a copy of the booklet 
"EVERYDAY SCIENCE." 

Name 

Street or Rural Route 

City. 

State 
(Please Order by Mall Only.) 

to dissatisfaction with Chamberlain's 
foreign policy. “Bill" Stone, vice presi- 
dent of the Foreign Policy Association, 
presided at the informal gathering, which 
was one of the little "foreign policy din- 
ners" that are periodically held in a 
picturesque Capital cafeteria redolent of 
the Old World. 

(CopTTlfbt. 1088.) 
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