
Mutual Chain Sets Series 
Of Concert Broadcasts 
As Summer Feature 

Network to Have Exclusive Rights 
In Bringing to Air the Programs 
At Philadelphia’s Famed Dell. 

By Chris Mathisen. 

AN 
INTERESTING and welcome announcement came from Mutual 

last week with a notation to the effect that it was to be kept a secret 
until today. Today, however, the network would like to have every 
one know about it. The momentous news—and it is of more than 

passing interest to devotees of muisic—is that M. B. S. has completed arrange- 
ments to broadcast “exclusively” t how the chains love that word! > the ninth 
•ummer concert season at Robin Hood Dell, Fairmont Park, Philadelphia 

The musicians, almost all of whom are members of the Philadelphia Or- 
chestra, will be conducted each Sat- •>--- 
urday evening from June 23 to early 
September by such nationally known 
baton wielders as Willem van Hoog- 
straten, conductor of the Portland 
(Oreg ) Symphony: Alfred Wallen- 
stein. general music director of Mu- 
tual, and Alexander Smallens, assist- 
ant conductor of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra. The men of the orches- 
tra undertook the administration of 
the summer scries on a co-operative 
basis in 1935 after civic leaders had 
contemplated abandoning the venture. 

Started in 1930 in a natural open- 
sir theater walled by huge trees, the 
Dell has grown steadily in musical im- 
portance until audiences of 8.000 hate 
become regular occurrances. A large, 
acoustically perfect shell has replaced 
the canvas-covered platform on which 
early programs were played, and the 
Fairmount Park series has achieved 
rank as the Nation's outstanding 
summer music feature. 

The Mutual Broadcasting System 
can crow to its heart's content about 
landing the Robin Hood Dell concerts 
exclusively. It is to be hoped that 
Madeline Ensign up at WOL can .nig- 
gle the schedules in such a manner 
that local listeners will be able to hear 
as much of each concert as the net- 
work has to offer. There are many ! 
who ran endure long-winded com- 
mercials. gooey serials and creaky 
jokes, but rebel when a slice is taken 
off a bit of Brahms. They deserve 
consideration, particularly in the case 
of this series. 

TODAYS PROGRAMS. 
^'JUSIC—Gladys Swarthout. oper- 

atic mezzo-soprano, returns for 
her second guest appearance of the 

• season on the Sunday Evening Hour 
• WJSV. 9>. Jose Iturbi conducts 
the orchestra. The program: 

Over’ure to Rosamund*' Schubert 
... Orchestra 

Amour 'lens Aider Ms FMM»ssr 1 

from Samson and Delilah '" 

M>ss Swar'hout and Orches;-»*fn* tspanhariem Rer.dick I 
„T OThes'ra. 

d's Lilas Chausson W'SS SvcsrThom and Orch-Mra ! 
r\i!l1ICs»n:S”P!0 Granados 

.... Swartoout and Orch»*tra 
“R? T" Kinesford M'ss Swarthcm and Orchestra Tlie Lord* Prayer Maiolte 

•M^Vf,1,a-rth0U!- Chcrus »nd O-rhesira £ Feiele Granados 
Orehesrra. 

PoloieT'ian Dances from 
PrmtrhJr0r o, Borodin 

.... ShoZ,‘? snt1 Orchestra Cone \e Faithful. Raise The 
rsJJ1-1.1?. Sullivan Chorus Audience ano Orchestra sTan Peerce, tenor, is the soloist 

With the orchestra of Radio Citv 
Music Hall (WMAL, 12 30. The ! 
program (probably not in order of 

■ performance): 
Preluces to tl-st and third acts of Lohengrin Wiener P'almu- Hur.eaneus" Kodalv Mr Peerce. Chorus and Orchestra 
• ■t 

American Radio Premiere.) Les Preludes Liszt Mischa Mischakof. concert master of the N. B. C. Symphony Orchestra, 
will play two movements from Han- 
dels Sonata in D Major” and the 
prelude to Johann Sebastian Bach's 
"Partita” (WRC. 11:05 am). 

The New York Philharmonic pre- 
sents its annual Easter performance 
of concert extracts from Wagner's 
Parsifal with the assistance of 

Baritone Richard Bonelli, Bass-bari- 
tone Norman Cordon, the St. Paul's 
Choristers and the New York Schola 
Cantorum Chorus (WJSV, 3). The 
program: 

"Trumpet Voluntary for Organ 
— Purcell-Wood Pre,udp Transformation Scene and 

•••YI?,11 ,rom "Partsfal" Wagner ApDa.aehia Delius 
The Belmont Opera Co. will make a 

puest appearance before the micro- 
phone during Cheerio's program to- : 
night. The Belmont Opera Co. is 
composed of 14 canaries, trained birds 
which sing such numbers as Father 
Finn's "The Easter Sermon of the • 
Birds" and. "Bird Songs at Eventide." : 
In fact those are the two selections 1 
scheduled to be warbled over the N. 
B C.—blue (WMAL)—at 10:30. 

Lyn Murray inaugurates a series of ( 
tributes to college newspapers and the I 
Byracuse University Daily Orange gets 11 

first call. Editorial staffs of the papers 
will choose a "song of the week,’’ pro- 
viding Murray with an indication of 
what the collegians are favoring 
(WJSV, 8:30). 

J^RAMA—,;‘Joan and Kermit" is the 
title ot a new series to be com- 

menced tonight on WJSV at 7. It re- 
places Manhattan Mother." which 
will be presented on a new schedule, 
as yet to be announced. 

Marie Laurent Pasteur, wife of the 
eminent French scientist, Louis Pas- 
teur. is the subject of the "There Was 
a Woman" dramatization (WMAL. 5). 

A dramatized version ef O. Henry's 
story, "A Service of Love." will be pre- 
sented as the Hollywood Playhouse 
production, with Tyrone Power in the 
leading role (WMAL, 9>. 

ARIETY—John MeCormark, be- 
loved Irish tenor, is to be pre- 

sented in the role of raconteur by Fes 
Murray, who also plans an interview 
of Screen Starlet Anne Shirley (WMAL. 
7:301. 

Adrienne Matzenauer 'will be guest 
soloist on the Hollywood Showcase 
program (WJSV, 10). Miss Matzenauer 
is a direct descendent of the Bachs 
on her mother's side and has had ex- 
tensive experience in musical comedy, 
vaudeville and radio. She is on the 
Coast for picture work. 

Spanky McFarland, sparkplug of the 
"Our Gang” comedy antics, will be the 
guest of George Jessel (WOL. 6t. In- 
cidentally, we find that Mr. Jessel is 
to visit the Capital shortly for a vau- 
deville engagement. 

Eva Le Gallienne. distinguished 
actress, and Lauritz Melchior, called 
the greatest of Wagnerian tenors, will 
be heard during the Magic Key pro- 
gram (WMAL. 2). Miss Le Gallienne 
is to be presented in scenes from "The 
Merchant of Venice" and Mr. Mel- 
chior has chosen songs appropriate to 
Easter. In addition, Linton Wells, the 
roving commentator, will interview A. 
M. Purcell, managing editor of the 
Bermuda Royal Gazette. 

Bette Davis will play drama with 
Don Ameche and comedy with Charlie 
McCarthy (WRC. 8>. 

Anna Case, former star of the 
Metropolitan Opera Co., is to sing the 
Easter greeting that she wrote espe- 
cially for the "singing-gram” service 
during the Radio Newsreel program 
(WRC. 3). This show is one of the 
most consistently interesting novelty 
programs on the air. and. since it is 
kept in tune with news events, advance 
information rarely is available. 

QISCUSSIONS—John D. M. Ham- 
ilton, chairman of tl* Repub- i 

lican National Committee, has been 
scheduled at 8 o'clock by WJSV for 
an address entitled "Where Are We 
Going?” 

Representative Tread way* Massa- 
■husetts. Republican, and Dr. Ray- 
mond Leslie Buell, chairman of the 
Foreign Policy Association, speak on 
:he British-American trade agree- 
nents, during the Paths to Prosperity 
urogram (WMAL. 7). 

Presidents William Harridge and 
Ford Frick of the American and Na- 
:ional Leagues, respectively, head a 
ist of speakers which includes the 
nanagers of all the major league 
oaseball teams on a special program 
>f "advance dope” (WMAL, 8i. 

Easter activities at the lighthouse 
>n the wind-swept Farallone Islands. 
(Utside San FYancisco Bay, including 
he singing of a hymn by the 15 or 
!0 inhabitants, will be broadcast bv 
vl. B. C. at 11:30 a.m.. with WMAL 
:arrying the feature here. 

Frank Ernest Hill, author of an 
■pic poem dealing with the American 
rentier, is to be the guest of A. M. 
Sullivan during the New Poetry Hour 
WOL, 4). 
"Another chance,” the plea of an 

iffending husband, will be considered 
ty John J Anthony on the Good Will 
lour (WGL, 10). 
-■-. i 

The Week’s Features 
Notes on the Programs 
Of Next Six Days. 

MONDAY—Jesse 
H Jones, chair- | 

man of the Reconstruction 
Finance Corp.. will discuss 
the part played by his agency 

In stemming the tide of recession dur- 
ing the National Radio Forum. The 
forum, arranged by The Star, is broad- 
cast over a coast-to-coast network of 
National Broadcasting Co stations, 
with WMAL carrying the feature 

, locally at 10.30. 
Jane Froman. singer, and Hugh Her- 

bert, screen comedian, have been set 
to replace Lou Holtz and Ray Thomp- 
son on the You Said It program: 
Lum and Abner describe Pine Ridge 
for the first time on the air: Tenor 
Morton Downey is the guest of Eddie 
Cantor: Deanna Durbin presents a 
Radio Theater version of her latest 
film, "Mad About Music," and Cecil 
B. DeMille returns as producer: the 
Coolidge String Quartet begins a new 
series of chamber music programs on 
Mutual: Tenor Richard Crooks re- 

places Margaret Speaks: egg-rolling 
on the White House lawn is de- 
scribed; headliners of the sport are 
heard in a special pre-season baseball 
broadcast on Columbia. 

'J'UESDAY—Secretary of Agricul- 
ture Wallace addresses Nebraska 

farm leaders: Baritone Barry McKin- 

ley and the Modernnaires are the 

guests of A1 Pearce; Swing Singer 
Maxine Sullivan gets her first regular 
netwwk spot on C. B. S.; an all- 
Morton Gould program is offered on 

Mutual: Hal Kemp inaugurates a new 

summer show, with Judy Starr and 
Bob Allen as featured vocalists; Doug- 
las Fairbanks, jr., joins A1 Jolson; 
Sereenscooper George McCall broad- 
casts the graduation of Actress Olympe 
Brenda from high school; Herbert 
Morrison, a leader of the Labor party 
In JBngland, speaks on. "The Labor 
Party in America and England”: the 
finish of the Boston A. A. U. mara- 
thon la described. 

4 

^jJ^EDNESDAY—“America Looks at j 
the Garrison State” is the title 

of an addres to be given by Harold D. 
Lasswell, associate professor of politi- 
cal science at the University of Chi- 
cago: Col. Stoopnagle explains a few 
new inventions during his guest ap- 
pearance on the Ben Bernie show; 
John Rockwood. who was told by his 
doctor to sing*or die. is the guest of 
Grace Moore; Cavalcade of America 
deserts history to treat of the work of 
4-H Clubs; a woman flsh doctor is 
interviewed by Fred Allen; a number 
written by a dying man with his own 
blood was the clue that enabled police 
to trace his murderer in the case to 
be dramatized on the Gang Busters 
show. 

rJ'HURSDAY — Comedienne Billie 
Burke and Ban joist Harry Reser 

are the guests of Kate Smith; Clark 
Gable. Myrna Loy and Lionel Barry- 
more face the microphone during the 
Good News of 1938 show; Sally Eilers 
and Ralph Bellamy make their post- 
poned appearance with Bing Crosby 
in the Music Hall; Actor Arthur Byron 
presents "For Future Reference." dra- 
matic poem by Stephen Vincent Benet 
during the Rudy Valle program. The 
Town Hall of the Air occupies itself 
with a discussion of "What Next for 
the Tenant Farmer.” 

pRIDAY—Mrs. Roosevelt presides 
over the award presentations of 

the New York Newspaper Women's 
Club; Col. Frank Knox speaks on 
"Suggestions for a Republican Pro- 
gram”; Charlie Butterworth is the 
guest of Paul Whiteman; Carole Lom- 
bard and Fernand Gravet are the 
dramatic stars of Hollywood Hotel; 
members of spelling clubs' in Balti- 
more and Washington vie In the week- 
ly N. B. C. spelling bee; the Radio 
Guild presents a special adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s “Julius Oaaoar.” 

Capitals Radio Program 
TODAY'S PROGRAM APRIL 17, 1938 

8.M.I WMAl—630k. * W8C—950k. | WOl— 1,310k. I WJSV—t.460k. 
S:00 Sunrise Service Sunrise Service Morning Greeting Sunrise Service 
8:15 •' I " 

I 8:30 Tone Pictures " " 

God s Quarter-Hour " " 

" " " 
News—Music " " 

9:00 Coast to Coast Back the Clock Church of the Air Sunrise Service 
9:15 " 

Tom Terris. Chat 
9:30 " 

Rhythm- Makers CV-ie Harmonies Wings Over Jordan 
9:45 " 

Musical I’otoourri 
10:00 Russian Melodies Radio Pu'oit Sunrise Service Church \ the Air 
10:15 i ... .. 

10:30 Long Ago. Madrigal Singers Art Brown, records News Bulletins 
10:45 " " Sunrise Service Christian Science 

11:00 News—Alice Remson News—Mischakoff 'Art Brown, lecords Leo Webtr 
11:15 Neighbor Nell Mischa Mischakoff j j” 11:30,Easier on Island America Abroad Church Services Major Bowes 
11:45 Clem McCarthy, sports Melodic Cameos 

P.M. I 
12:00 Home Symphony Cabbages and Kings Dr. Charlas Courboin Major Bowes 
12:15 ^Concert Hall News—Music 
12:30 Music Hall Round Table, Talks American Wild Life Easier Parade 
12:45 _1_Wmgs Over World Tabernacle Choir 
1:00! Music Hall Easter Parade Variety Program Church of the Air 
1:15 George Hall's Orch. | " 

1:30 Visits With Famous Silver Strings ** Europe Calling, Talk 
1:45 _L_Easter Parade__Poets Gold_ 
2:00 Magic Key, Variety Kidoodlers. music lamplighrer Sunday Players 
2:15 " 

Vir rente Gomez String Quartet 
2:30| At Aunt Fanny s I Dr. Christian, play 2:451 "' _1 _j 
3:001 Germaine of Paris Radio Newsreel Ray Keating's Orch. N. Y. Philharmonic 
3:151Shilkret's Orch. " 

Harold Stokes'Orch. i 
3:30 Smiling Ed, songs Sunday Drivers ... J " " 

3:45 William Primrose _Novelty Choir | " " 

4:00'Vespers In Briggsville New Poetry Hour N. Y. Philharmonic 
4:15 i Romance Melodies i 
4:30 Jean Ellington World Is Yours News—Music 
4:45 To Be Announced : __Cocktail Capers 
5:00 There Was a Woman Marion Talley, songs Hollywood Spotlight Texas Rangers 
5:15 Catholic Program 
5:30 Rollim Trio Mickey Mouse ! 

" 
Lombardo's Orch. 

5:45 Howard Marshall _String Quartet I 

6:00 The Heintzes Catholic Hour George Jessel Joe Penner, variety 
6:15 Musical Camera " .... 

j 6:30 Haven MacQuarrie Tale of Today, sketch Ave Maria Hour Glenn Carow 
6:451 ___”_“ _Arch McDonald 
7:00 Prosperity Paths Jack Benny, variety Mutual Forum Joan and Kermit 
7:15 ( I j 7:30 Seeing Stars Neighbors Larry Funk's Orch. Phil Baker, variety 
2:451_1 2__ Under Italian Skies 1 

_ 

8:00 j Baseball Preview Edgar Bergen, etc. Ladies of the Air John Hamilton 
8:15 " " " 

Bob Crosby's Orch. 
8:30 Remembered Songs " 

Hawaii Calls .Musical Gazette 
8:451 "_"_"_"_ : 

9:00 Playhouse Drama Merry-Go-Round Five Star Final Sunday Evening Hour 
9:15 j i " " " 

9:30 Walter Winchell Familiar Music Brown Sisters " " 

9:45 Irene Rich, drama " 

Hollywood Whispers " 

10:00 Paul Marim s Orch. Symphonic Variations Good .Will Court Hollywood Showcase 
10:15 " ... 

, 
-. -. | •• 

10:30,Cheeno Norman Cloutier's Or.i " " .Headlines—Bylines 
10:451 " 

| " " | % 

11:00 B !ue Barron's Orrh. (Sports—Music Dance Music (Abe Lyman's Orch. 
11:15 Music You Desire Musical Program ! 
11:30 " News—Oiman s Orch. Sweet and Low News Bulletins 
11:45 _Val Olman's Orch. I _Weather-bllinglon 
12:00 Sign Off ;Henry Busse s Orch. News—Berigan s Or. Harry Owens' OTcIn 
12:15 | 

" 

Bunny Berigan's Orch. 
12:30 Sign Off .Bob Crosbys Orch. Ted Fiorito's Orch. 
12:45I j 

A. M.ITOMORROW'S PROGRAM 
6:00 Gordon Hittenmark Musical Clock Old Chanticleer 
6:15 " " 

I 
6:30 Today's Prelude " " " * 

6*451 " " w *• »* »» »» »» 

7:00 Today's Prelude Gordon Hittenmark Musical Clock Arthur Godfrey 
7:15 Prelude—News " " " 

7:30 Lee Everett " " News-Music " " 

7:45 " " "Musical Clock” " 

8:00 Lee Everett News—Hittenmark Musical Clock News—Records 
8:15 " 

Gordon Hittenmark I " " Arthur Godfrey 
8:30 Earl Godwin. News " " I '* " " " 

8:4f Distinctive Music i " " 

News—Music_" _ 

9:00 Breakfast Club Gordon Hittenmark {Musical Clock IITear Columbia 
9:15 " " ! " 

IWomen Make News 
9:30 Egg-rolling Mrs. Northcross Morning Concert j Road of Life, sketch 
9:451 Egg-rolling—News Dan Harding's Wife News—Police_Bachelor's children 

10:00 Aunt Jemima i Mrs. Wiggs, sketch Singing Strings Pretty Kitty Kelly 
10:15 Castiewood Margo | John s Other Wife Traffic Court Myrt and Marge 
10:30 Terry Regan, sketch Just Plain Bill Get Thin to Music Richard Maxwell 
10:45 Traffic Court Woman in While iBill Lewis, baritone Rhythms—News 
11:00 Mary Marlin, sketch 'David Harum. sketch iReminiscing Ruth Cartharl, talk 
11:15 Popular Waltzes i Backstage Wife Musical Potpourri Cheri and Notes 
11:30 Vic and Sade, sketch ;To Be Charming " " Big Sister, sketch 
11:45 Edward MacHugh |Betty MooreMarcella Hendricks Real Life Stories 

P.M.J 
12:00 Thought Time News—Heatter t Luncheon Music Mary M. McBride 
12:15 News—Music The O'Neill's, sketch 'News Bulletins Goldbergs, serial 
12:30 farm and Home Hour Bourdon’s Orch Cantor Shapiro Helen Trent, Sketch 
12:45 " 

_Harry Candulla's Or. " 

_Our Gal Sunday 
1:00 Farm and Home Hour Vince Curran, Songs Variety Program {Betty and Bob 
1:15 " " About Hollywood Mike in the Sky 'Hymn Program 
1:30 Mother-in-Law Words and Music Rex Battle's Orch. {Grimm's Daughter 1:45 Jack and Loretta _Voice ot Experience i Valiant Lady, serial 
2:00; Reading Adventures Cloutier's Orch. Wakeman's Sports Folk Festival 
MS " " " " " The O'Neill's serial 
2:30 Baseball Game Mary Mason " " Aladdin's Kitchen 
2:45 
_ _Baseball Game" 

3:00 {Baseball Game Pepper Young, serial Baseball Game Baseball Game 
3:15 " " Ma Perkins, sketch 
3:30 " " Vic and Sade, Sketch1 ** ’* 

3:45 " 

**_The Guiding Light ' " " " 

'•_ 
4:00 Baseball Game l Lorenzo Jones, serial Baseball Game Concert Hall 
4:15 " " Mary Marlin, sketch " " " 

4:30 " The Hughes Reel " " Baseball Game 
4:45 " 

_Sundown Revue_" "__ 
5:00 Evening Star Flashes Dick Tracy, sketch Twilight Reveries Afternoon Rhythms 
5:15 Tea Time, Music Terry and Pirates Cocktail Capers New Horizons 
5:30 Singing Lady Jack Armstrong Songs That Live Stepmothor, sketch 
S:4S Three Cheert longs Orphan Annie Spanish Medley Hilltop House, sketch 

. A 

Connie Boswell (le)t) was billed initially as a guest star on 
the Good News of 1938 shore, but she has remained as the 
program’s regular swing singer. Helen Carroll (right, above) is 
the only girl in the quartet known as the Merry Macs and now 
heard regularly on Fred Allen’s Town Hall Tonight. Betty Lou 
Gerson (below) has prominent roles in the Terry Regan and 
Mary Marlin daytime serial programs. 

I 
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Many Sticks 
Toted by 
Herman 

Xylophonist Has 
Case to Hold 
Collections. 

AM HERMAN, star xylophonist 
on the Maj. Bowes Capitol 
Family program, says he lives 
the life of a caddy. To play his 

instrument properly he must carry 
around a case of more than 30 differ- 
ent stick wherever he goes. These 
sticks, or mallets, all are made of hol- 
low reeds. They have hard rubber 
heads, wrapped with wool, and all of 
of them look pretty much alike, but 
they all produce different tone quali- 
ties on the xylophone, depending upon 
the amount of wool with which they 
are wrapped. Itie more wool the 
softer the, tone. 

Sam has faced a lot of problems 
with mallets during his long career 
as a xylophone virtuouso. In his early 
days he always was having trouble 
with glue. The glue that held the 
mallet together would get warmed up 
when Sam played a hot number, and 
before he knew it a —mallet head 
would fly off, at the risk of hitting the 
microphone or somebody's head. But 
four years ago Sa mdiscovered that 
a couple of drummers he knew In a 
radio orchestra had a mallet business 
on the side. They made xylophone1 
mallets with such fine cabinet-maker 
skill that Sam became a regular cus- 

tomer, and now often tests new mallet 
designs for them in his spare time. 

He carries his 30 mallets around : 
with him in an ordinary brief case.! 
This brief case also has caused him 
embarrassment. Carrying it into a 

hosiery store not long ago he was 
mistaken for a salesman by the lady 
in charge and wasn’t waited on for I 
half an hour. Once he left the case 

in a taxi on his way to a hurry broad- i 
cast. To play his xylophone he had 
to borrow a couple of mallets from 
the kettle drummer. “But that per- 
formance had no nuance in it at all," 
he says. 

Executive 

MADELINE ENSIGN 
Completes the top-flight trio 
of Washington’s radio station 
ladies. She holds the position 
of program director at WOL, 
progressive local affiliate of 
the Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 
tem. 

-j 

Rain Is Dry 
In C. B. S. 
Studios 

Bird Seed Used 
To Simulate 
For Mike. 

OT a drop of water is used when 
the Columbia sound effects 
department presents a rain 
downpour on the air. Its five 

official rain-making machines are 

strikingly bone-dry. In fact, the in- 
troduction of water to any of these 
Rube Goldberg devices would make a 

healthy rainstorm impossible. 
The rain-makers, which are about 

the sire of an armchair radio, have 
birdseed as their most important ele- 
ment. This birdseed, which reposes in 
a large wooden, hopper at the top of 
the rain machine and is let down 
through a narrow opening to simulate 
the patter of the rain, w-ould have no 

efficiency if it were wet. It would 
swell up on the spot, grow soft and 
have no '‘bite" at all. 

Another vital element in the rain- 
makers are the square plates, or 
surfaces, on which the birdseed 
falls. These interchangeable surfaces, 
although they sound like grass, side- 
walks, tm roofs or window-panes over 
the air, are in reality made of paper. 
Some are parchment, some meat-store 
wrapping paper, some tautly-stretched 
tissue paper. All of them would be- 
come sodden and ineffectual if water 
came near them. 

Bone-dry as it is. however, a C. B. S. 
rain-maker in action is just as versa- 
tile as real rain. By letting the seed 
fall on the plates quickly it can pro- 
duce a tree-lashing jungle storm. 
Slowly-dropping seed sounds like a 
drizzle. By opening one side of the 
rain-maker to the microphone, the 
rain will sound as though the actors 
were standing in the midst of it. 
By shutting the machine up tight, the 
rain will sound far away, as though it 
were beating outside a house. 

Columbia's rain also is indefatigable. 
Cloudbursts in nature eventually run 

dry, but, with 50 extra pounds of bird- 
seed in reserve, C. B. S. could produce 
a deluge that would make Noah’s look 
like an April shower, 
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GALLERY* 
The rendeivous of thoughtful 
Catholics! In their shoo at 
71* Eleventh 8t. N W„ you will 
find the largest assortment of 
gifts for Catholics—Rosaries. 
Medals. Crucifixes and Catholic 
Books—in the city. 

Purveyors to the Archdiocese 
alnee 1891. 

A Master of Ceremonies 
Is Versatile Individual 
On Air These Days 

At Least, If He Wants the Dollars 
To Keep Tumbling Into Pockets 
Over a Protracted Period. 

• 

THE 
1938 master of ceremonies Is a master of many radio arts, the high 

requirements of the current era having made it necessary for those 
who introduce artists to do considerable performing on their own ac- 
count. Only a few of the old-timers have been able to retain their 

salaries and sponsors by the simple means of introducing and bowing off those 
who entertain the public. That standby of many years, Maj. Bowes, is doing 
just wnat ne aia a aecaae ago—intro-" 
ducing and commenting on those who 
perform for him. At one time, of 
course, the major had developed to a 

high degree the art of bumping a brass 
gong with a little hammer, but age 
has both softened his swing and mel- 
lowed his heart toward the amateurs 
who have made him rich. 

The old maestro, Ben Bernie, who 
captured a radio following a dozen 
years ago by drawling "I hope you like 
it" between his band's selections, has 
stepped into a role of stiff require- 
ments on his new Wednesday night 
program. Where he once offered a 
rather casual sort of comedy, he now 
must stand constantly in the spot- 
light and perform as a full-flenged 
comedian. Gifted with an appealing 
baritone delivery, Bernie is handling 
his new role with the ease that al- 
ways has marked his renditions, and 
serves nicely as a combined comedian, 
"emcee,” vocalist and conductor. 

y^NOTHER talented artist, who, in- 
cidentally, has served most of 

his radio time on behalf of Capital 
listeners, is Arthur Godfrey. Now on 
a Columbia hookup Monday evenings, 

1 

he is doing everything from ad-lib 
wisecracking to playing a piano, and 
or> slight provocation will plunk a 
ukulele or croon a droll balled. His 
Washington fame was gained as a 
sunrise chatterbox. 

The two perennial rivals for No. 1 
ranking, Fred Allen and Jack Benny, 
are masters of many arts. Allen writes 
gags, conceives the scripts and acts 
with the Mighty Allen Art Players, 
serves as "emcee" on the program, 
burlesques news novelties, feeds cues 
to his foils and ad-libs some of his 
introductions. Jack Benny takes an 
active part in planning his programs. 
checks the timing of gags to see that 
every ounce of humor is extracted, per- 
forms as a "pseudo-heavy" and occa- 

sionally expunges disturbing disso- 
nances from an outraged fiddle. 

Among the new masters of cere- I 
monies are Don Ameche and Robert 
Taylor. They do heavy and light 
parts, introduce artists with agree- 
able nonchalance, exchange banter 
w'lth the cast and pace their programs 
with the skill that long training pro- 
vides. 

I 
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homes. Later, he turned hi* Interests 
to drama and melodrama, and his 
“Gang Busters" program Is a Wednes- 
day night routine In countless homes. 
Lord can conceive programs, write 
scripts, act many roles, serve as master 
of ceremonies, and even take charge of 
production. Among radio actors he is 
known as an exacting taskmaster, but 
he knows what he wants and gets it. 

Followers of Phil Baker know him 
as a comedian, ‘emcee’’ and accom- 
plished accordionist. Nelson Eddy, in 
winding up his Sunday evening pro- 
gram for a concert tour, left memories 
of his versatility in talking, acting and 
singing. Veteran showmen like Eddie 
Cantor, George Jessel and A1 Jolson 
do just about everything in the enter- 
tainment line except perform on musi- 
cal instruments. 

yyrALTER O'KEEFE can do anything 
on a program from script-writ- 

ing to mimicking, and he got 
every chance to show his arts in 
the “Mardi Gras,” where he was 
teamed with Charley Butterworth, the 
phlegmatic firebrand. Paul White- 
man. less rotund but more talented 
than ever, is whipping his new Friday 
program through a polished perform- 
ance. Oldtime listeners who recall 
him as a halting amateur from the 
vocal standpoint now will concede that 
he ranks with the best of present-day 
"emcees.” 

The Thursday evening favorites, 
Rudy Vallee and Bing Crosby, genr-- 
aliv are accepted as absolute tops m the profession. Rudv came to radio as 
an easy talker, fair conductor and 
good crooner. Now he is the easiest 
and most literate of all talkers, a rank- 
ing conductor and among the best of 
crooners. Crosby fans naturally re- 
fuse to admit that any male can ap- proach their favorite balladist and 
even those who turned thumbs down 
on his speaking performance two vpai s 
a*o will now concede that he is a 
master change-of-pace talker with an 
easr delivery so polished that few ire 
conscious of his skill. 

'J'HE genial A1 Pearce, though lack- 
ing the silky technique of the 

Ameche or Taylor type, has a wide 
audience following and is a versatile 
performer. His popularity was de- 
veloped through informality, and, per- 
haps wisely, he has refused to change 
his methods. He can enact a variety 
of dramatic and comic rdles, the sin- 
ister salesman Elmer Blurp being the 
most popular. 

Another of the informal type who 
rose quickly to nation-wide fame is 
Phillips H Lord. As the lovable Seth 
Parker of a past era. he had become 
a Sunday night fixture in millions of 

Short-Wave Programs 
5:00 p.m.—BERLIN. ‘The Goose 

Maid.” a play. DJD, 
25 4 nr, 11.77 meg. 

5:15 p.m.—PARIS, concert pro- 
gam. TPA4, 25 6 m„ 
11 72 meg 

6:00 p.m.—BERLIN. Easter con- 
cert. DJD, 25 4 m„ 
11.77 meg. 

7:00p.m.—BLDAPEST. Easter 
chimes. HAT4, 32 8 nr, 
9 12 meg. 

7:30 p.m.—CARACAS. Melodies of 
the World, YV5RC, 

j 51.7 nr, 5.8 meg. 
8:00 p.m.—LONDON—Easter car- 

ols and hymns, a re- 

cital by the B B. C. 
Midland Singers. GSP, 
196 m.. 15 31 meg: 
GSD. 25 5 m 11.75 
meg : GSC, 31.3 m. 
9 58 meg : GSB. 31.5 
nr. 9 51 meg. 

9:15 p.m.—BERLIN. Easter con- 

cert. DJD, 25.4 m.. 
11.77 meg. 

12:45a.m.—TOKIO. talk on cur- 

rent affairs. JZJ, 25.4 
nr, 11.80 meg. 

————— — 

Abner Swings It. 
^BNER. of Lum and Abner, always 

arrives 15 minutes early for his 
broadcasts in order to* have what he calls a "jam session" with Sybil Chism 
who plays the comedians' theme song Abner plays piano by ear and only knows one song "The St. Louis Blues.” 
which he can play only in A flat. With Miss Chism playing the bass on the 
organ console. Abner, has the time of 
his life improvising up in the treble 
The duet usually lasts up to a minute 
before broadcast time. 

—'— • -- 

An Exact Science. 
COLUMBIA'S engineering depart- 

ment informs that radio engi- 
neering is one of the most exact of 
sciences. The operating frequency of 
most American broadcasting stations, 
it says, is maintained within 10 cycles 
of their assigned frequencies This 
means that at. say. 1.000 kilocycles, the 
deviation from the assigned fr-quen^v 
will seldom be more than 10 »urvs in 
1,000.000. 

/&&OVSH«QCEf% tsjfi and 
VvEQUIPMENTvt2^JI# 
AUTOMOTIVE RART5NW/III, ! 

MIIIB-MDIEYfi 
■ 1716 l4~5f.N.W. NORTH 1563 ■ 

STROMBERG 
CARBURETORS 

S»l[S t SERVICE 
._ 

Tender Bent? 
‘BCfOy'DENT?../gF68r/ 

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE 

Any Service for Any Car! 

Central Auto Works 
443 Eye St. N.W. DI. 6161 

50* S 50* 
All Makes Repaired 
PHONE 8 A.M. TO 8 P.M. 

LEfcTH BROS. 
1220 13th St.N.W Met 0764 

lUji 
Bp 

Where the Best Is Really 
Cheapest—And Why! 

There isn’t a thing needing to be done 
about your property, from basement to roof, 
that doesn’t come within the scope of The 
Eberly Plan. If it includes a number of 
different jobs, involving a number of trades 
and crafts, they will all be done to ONE 
standard—with ONE responsibility—and 
for ONE modest profit. Whereas, if the 
work is parcelled around there is divided 
responsibility and inevitably a multiplication 
of profits. 

We are as interested in doing a minor 
repair job with the same skill and care as the 
most extensive modernizing. There are no 

degrees of service in The Eberly Plan. 

Our price is always right. 

A. Eberly’s Sons 
1108 K N.W. "/» Our S9tk iw Di. 6557 

Before You Invest—Investigate 
^ * 


