
Radio Freedom 
Issue Brought 

Into Open 
R. C. A. President Cites 

Menace of Invisible 

Censorship Pencil. 

By DAVID LAWRENCE. 

ONE 
of the most significant ad- 

dresses on the all-important 
problem of keeping the radio 
free from governmental in- 

timidation, interference or censorship 
has just been delivered by David 
Sarnoff, president of the R. C. A., 

David Lawrence. 

which owns the 
National Broad- 
casting Co. 

Mr. SamofTs 
viewpoint differs 
materially from 
that recently ex- 

pressed by Wil- 
liam S. Paley, 
president of the 
Columbia Broad- 
casting System. 
Mr. Paley is will- 
ing to have cer- 
t a i n standards 
for broadcasting 
set up by Con- 
gress. Mr. Sar- 

non wants radio broadcasting pro- 
grams to be free from any govern- 
mental interference. 

“The broadcasting controls estab- 
lished by law.” says Mr. Sarnoff, "are 
intended primarily to regulate physical 
facilities, not programs.” 

Mr. Paley's intent ,of course, was not 
to approve any system of governmental 
regulation of programs, but to at- 
tempt to establish certain standards 
and see that Government enforced 
their application. The objection to 
this is that Government, being politi- 
cally controlled, is itself a factor in 
public discussion and hence the radio, 
like the press, must set up its own 

standards, leaving abuses to be taken 
care of, as they are in other mediums 
through laws governing obscurity, 
fraudulent advertisement or libellous 
statement. 

Open Wide Door. 

Radio, in fact, is a medium not un- 
like the press and no special laws regu- 
lating its programs could be enacted 
without at the same time opening the 
door to Government regulation of the 
contents of other mediums such as 
the newspapers, the magazines, the 
movies or the theater. 

“While direct Government censor- 

ship over radio programs,” declares 
Mr. Sarnoff, “is forbidden by law, the 
terms of the Government licenses leave 
the door open for an indirect—and 
more insidious censorship. Any at- 
tempt to impose the ordinary ‘blue- 
pencil’ censorship is little to be feared, 
because, being a conspicuous violation 
of the right of free speech, it would 
arouse a storm of public protest. But 
W’hat is not conspicuous—and is, there- 
fore. dangerous—is the effect on the 
mind of the broadcaster resulting from 
attitudes that may be taken by the 
Government toward stations, on mat- 
ters outside the regulation of facilities. 

Arbitrary Discipline Feared. 
“Fear of a disapproval can blue- 

pencil a dozen programs for every one 
that an official censor might object to. 
While practically nobody advocates a 

pre-program blue pencil in the harids 
of Government, few realize that post- 
program discipline by the Government 
can be a form of censorship that is 
all the more severe because it is un- 
defined. 

“If Government regulation of the 
economics of broadcasting results in 
a no-profit industry, investors may 
prefer to exchange their broadcasting 
equities for Government securities. 
Then we shall have Government own- 

ership and 100 per cent control of 
broadcasting. Any further discussion 
of censorship would then be purely 
academic. We would have broadcast- 
ing of the Government, by the Gov- 
ernment and for the Government. We 
have but to look at the autocracies 
of Europe to see what such govern- 
mental control of broadcasting may 
mean.” 

Mr. Samoft’s speech relates to the 
attempts to levy heavy taxes on broad- 
casting, which this correspondent 
pointed out recently was not unlike 
Huey Long’s attempt to put taxes on 
the circulation structures of news- 
papers, something which the Supreme 
Court of the United States declared 
unconstitutional. It is interesting that 
the head of the National Broadcasting 
Co. should be sounding a warning 
about governmental regulation of 
broadcasting, for it has long been 
contended by critics of the administra- 
tion that the party in power has means 
of controlling the radio facilities for 
Its propaganda. 

Public Begins to Learn. 
There seems little question but that 

broadcasting stations and systems 
have leaned over backward to give 
governmental officials time on the air. 
Even to this day the minority party 
spokesmen do not have simultaneous 
hook-ups of all systems immediately 
after a presidential address, no matter 
how political or partisan its nature. 
Rules such as these tend to give an 
advantage to the party in power, but 
public opinion is slowly learning more 
about the important part being played 
In radio broadcasting by the existence 
of licenses which can be revoked by 
governmental agencies. 

Once these grounds for revocation 
Of licenses are clearly established as 
related only to questions of equitable 
distribution of wave lengths from a 
mechanical standpoint and wholly un- 
related to program content, there will 
be no suspicion attaching to the acts 
of a Federal Communications Com- 
mission whose chairman is in frequent 
conference with the President of the 
United States. 

Time was when it was considered 
Just as unethical and improper for a 
member of a quasi-judicial or In- 
dependent commission to be discussing 
anything with the Chief Executive as 
It would be for some Federal judge 
to discuss his cases with the Attorney 
General or the President himself. 
Radio is a new agency and much of 
the blame for the lack of definition 
of responsibility and authority rests 
on the owners of broadcasting stations 
and networks who until recently have 
been lax about standing up for their 
constitutional rights of freedom of 
the air. 

(Copyright. 1838.) 
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The Capital Parade 
Drive Is On for Business Amity With White House. 

Some Big Executives Refused. 
By JOSEPH ALSOP and ROBERT KINTNER. 

THE 
President’s interview with Henry Ford, the fundamentally more 

significant plea for co-operation from 16 business leaders, are only 
the first incidents of a broad program. The object of the program 
is to get business and the White House to kiss and make up. And 

the program’s success is vitally important, because, if business and the 
White House don’t kiss and make up this time, they probably never will. 

* * * * 
At the start, many difficulties have confronted the moderate 

New Dealers, like S. E. C. Commissioner John W. Hanes, who are 
the program's sponsors. The statement of the 16 business leaders, 
for example, would have been the statement of 25 or 35 business 
leaders if every man who was asked to sign it had consented. 

* * * * 

Among others who are understood to have refused to join in the 
friendly gesture toward the New Deal are the heads of the three largest 
industrial companies in the United States—Walter S. Gifford of American 

THEVVE AO. SIGNfDBUf 
YOU. HOW 
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Telephone & Telegraph, Alfred P. 
Sloan of General Motors and Ed- 
ward R. Stettinius, jr„ of United 
States Steel. 

Too much importanje should 
not be attached to the absence of 
individual names from the list of 
16 co-operators. The important 
thing is that a fair number of men 
who were sounded out about the 
statement did not wish to touch it. 

Moreover, the fact that a num- 
ber of business leaders have now refused a friendly gesture does not at all 
mean that they will refuse one In the future. Take the case of Mr. 
Stettinius. 

Possibly the forceful new chairman of Big Steel’s board would have 
liked to sign the statement; possibly not. At any rate, his excuse was 
quite valid. He is a comparatively young man newly elected to a high 
position; as a member of Secretary of Commerce Daniel Roper’s Business 
Advisory Council he has already been active in Government-business deal- 
ings, and he probably will be active in the future. Therefore, it might 
well seem presumptuous in him to do anything more. 

One important point in the new kiss-and-make-up program in which 
Mr. Stettinius will join is a Business Advisory Council statement backing 
up the friendly words of the co-operative 16. And it is possible that Mr. 
Stettinius may also take the air, along with a dozen or so other business 
men of like stature, in a sort of Government-business radio forum which 
is now being planned. 

* * * * 

If the kiss-and-make-up program goes through, and it is to the 
interest of every wage-earner in this country that it should, all sorts 
of additional gestures of friendship will be made on both sides. The 
White House will butter the business men, and more business men 
will butter the White House. 

Ordinarily the prospect of such a “you grease me and I’ll grease you” 
commerce would be rather funny. But this happens to be a time when 
raw wounds on both sides need a little grease to cover them. And if 
the grease is withheld on either side, the wounds will only ache the more, 
and the quarrel between business and the administration will grow more 
disastrously bitter. 

Fortunately, what has been done to date has been well received at the 
White House. The President very definitely approved the business leaders’ 
statement, and his emissaries are now in close touch with the men who are 
pushing the kiss-and-make-up program forward. 

The President's brother-in-law, G. Hall Roosevelt, who is also an 
officer of the Ford-controlled Commercial Credit Co., was, of course, re- 
sponsible for bringing Mr. Ford and the President together. But to Com- 
missioner Hanes must go the chief credit for the rather daring notion that 
business and the New Deal might be able to kiss and make up. 

The effort to bring the New Deal and business together depended, in 

IWOULDNT TOUCHT IT 
WITH ATEN FOOT POLE 
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the first instance, on the tone of 
the President's recent message to 
Congress and fireside chat. When 
it was certain that the tone would 
be conciliatory, which was when 
copies of the two state papers were 
distributed and not before, the 
peace-makers set to work at once, 

* ¥ * * 

The idea of a friendly 
statement from business 
leaders had long been in the 

air. It was not, however, until last Sunday that Mr. Hanes began 
recruiting statement makers. He started with the group of men 
whom his friends in the New Deal considered most obstinately hostile. 
Only when he had persuaded these angry fellows to sign on the 
dotted line, he broadened his effort. 

* * * * 

The amount of Mr. Hanes’ telephone bills for Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday must be quite appalling. Some of the recruiting work was done 
by the first joiners, but he had to carry the brunt. More, the statement 
was written co-operatively, and every time Owen D. Young had a suggestion 
in New York, Robert H. Cabell had to be telephoned for an O. K. at Armour 
& Co. in Chicago. 

The statement was originated, written, signed and finished in 60 hours. 
It was a hasty first step, but if there are others like it, it was an immensely 
important one. 

(Copyright. 19.1S, by North American Newspaper Alliance. Inc.) 
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Mrs. Roosevelt Defended 
Writer Says Divorce Is Factor in American Life, Sees 

No Reason for Attack by Catholics. 
By DOROTHY THOMPSON. 

THE 
league of Catholic Women 

and any other group of people 
In the United States are cer- 

tainly permitted to have their 
own Ideas about divorce, and about the 
desirability of this or that film or 

book, but they overreach themselves, 
It seems to me. when they suggest 
that the wife of 

Dorothy Thompoon. 

the President of f 
the United States § 
has not a right 
to her own highly 
individual opinion 
about either of 
these things or 

anything else. 
As a matter of 

fact, what one 

likes about Mrs. 
Roosevelt is her 
willingness on oc- 

casion to “make 
pronouncements 
that give offense 
to a large part of 
our citizens.” Thereby she demon- 
strates that the President’s wife does 
not have to become a robot during the 

period of her husband s occupation of 
the White House. 

I don’t think that the prestige of 

Mrs. Roosevelt’s position will change 
anybody’s ideas about divorce, and I 

doubt whether her support of the 
film “The Birth of a Baby” is any 
more important than similar support 
given by presidents of boards of health, 
directors of associations for the im- 

provement of the condition of the 
poor or nationally known physicians. 
I do think it Important that people 
should not be bull-dozed by organiza- 
tions for candid expressions of their 
opinion. Mrs. Roosevelt is not a man, 
but neither is she a mouse. 

The statement that drew the fire of 
Mrs. Charles Peehan, president of the 
League of Catholic Women, addressing 
the Second Diocesan Congress in Bos- 
ton the other day, was that "divorce is 

a recognized factor in American life,” 
and that the controversial motion pic- 
ture. “The Birth of a Baby’’ "could 
not be harmful because it was honest.’’ 

Factor In American Life. 

Now, .divorce certainly is a factor 
in American life, and I don’t see why 
it should give offense to recognize a 

fact. Out of every hundred marriages 
in this country sixteen are dissolved 
by divorce. Divorce is recognized by 
the law in every State of the Union 

except one, for causes ranging from 
lack of physical fidelity to “mental 
cruelty,” interpreted very broadly in 
Reno. 

It is permitted by the entire Prot- 
estant Church, and this is a Protestant 
country. There are a great many 
frivolous divorces in the United States, 
but they are the result of frivolous 
marriages. 

Other divorces occur for reasons of 
profound incompatibility—which is 
the only good reason for divorce—and 
where there are children involved the 
process is usually extremely painful 
for both people who have to go through 
it. People don't usually divorce just 
for fun. 

The rate is extremely high in the 
Unitde States, and I suspect that the 
reasons are two: there are still more 
men than women in this country, and 
women own a larger proportion of the 
wealth here than they do anywhere 
else in the world. There is, therefore, 

a great deal of economic independence 
and there is more than one man for 
every woman. The Catholic Church is 
opposed to divorce, although it admits 
the Impossibility of certain marriages 
and occasionally annuls them. A very 
good case can be made against divorce. 
I certainly think It can be demon- 
strated that the relations between 
men and women, or between husbands 
and wives, are as happy In those coun- 
tries that frown on divorce as they are 
where divorce is legal and generally 
accepted by public opinion. I doubt 
whether In the former societies there 
is any more sexual fidelity. 

But Mrs. Roosevelt’s statement was 
a plain statement of fact and she 
ought not to be pilloried for making it. 

Objections Not Valid. 
As for the film, "The Birth of a 

Baby,” 1 never saw the film; I only 
saw the stills as published in Life, 
but I simply cannot understand the 
hullabaloo about either of them. One 
might bring a journalistic objection 
against the film on the ground that 
It’s not news or an artistic objection 
on the ground that the captions are 

occasionally banal and sentimental 
and the whole picture not particularly 
esthetic. 

But since its purpose was not to 
titillate the public curiosity but to 
give a graphic, simple description of a 
physiological process, with recom- 
mendations for prenatal care, these 
objections are not valid. 

There was absolutely nothing pru- 
rient about the pictures, and there 
was nothing in them that is not al- 
ready known to every adolescent girl 
who has been educated in a good 
school or by a careful mother and 
has not got her information out of 
the gutter. 

By and large, Mrs. Roosevelt's re- 
mark, "I never think honest things 
are bad,” was a highly moral state- 
ment. Courage, generosity and hon- 
esty are still the primary virtues of 
free men and the bases of all morality. 

This society is not going to be 
wrecked because it has too much of 
any one of the three. 

No Edge Against Catholicism. 
This column is written without any 

edge against Catholicism. But Ca- 
tholicism exists In this country as a 

minority religion. It increases its 
numbers by the deep humaneness and 
universality of its philosophy and re- 
ligion and by the beauty of its ritual. 
It does not, in my belief, help Itself 
by this sort of personal attack on 
honest people who do not share the 
attitude of the church on what, from 
a non-Catholic ppint of view, are very 
minor matters of opinion. 

It is not at all necessary to agree 
with Mrs. Roosevelt in all her opin- 
ions—this column often does not— 
In order to admire her very American 
and attractive spirit of Independence 
and her impulsive warm-heartedness. 
(Copyrignt. 1H3S, New Yorg Tribune, me.) 

Peru is pushing public works proj- 
ects to offset the decline in foreign 
trade. 
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This Changing World 
Rumania Undergoing a Strain as Berlin-Subsidized 

Iron Guards Cause More Trouble- 
By CONSTANTINE BROWN. 

RUMANIA, 
on the eve of ‘‘Important developments" In Czechoslovakia, 

is undergoing a serious strain. 
Carol has assumed dictatorial powers. But he continue to 

worry over the action of the Iron Guards who are directly subsidized 
by Berlin. Carol is not opposed to dovetailing the economic Interests of his 
realm with those of the Reich. But he would like to maintain a shadow of 
a political Independence, The Germans apparently don’t trust him and 
for this reason they are encouraging the Iron Guards to create as much 
trouble as possible. 

* * * * 
The situation in Rumania boils down to this at the present moment: 

It’s either Carol or the Iron Guards. Despite the many arrests of the last 
lew days, the movement is growing 
in strength. The Rumanian Nazis 
have a very appealing slogan for 
the rural population: If we get the 
Jews out you can have their land 
and their homes. This 1s the foun- 
dation of the antl-semetic move- 
ment in that country. 

Carol is doing his best to navi- 
gate in the terrific currents which 
are running through Rumania. 
Whether he will succeed or not re- 

mams to oe seen. 
For the time being he has the support of the army. But how long he 

can rely on the army is another question, too. The strong man of Rumania, Gen. Antonesco has been sent abroad on a long vacation. This is inter- 
preted to mean he Is In disgrace. The army does not play politics, although 
some of the generals do. 

* * * * 
It is quite possible that the subversive movement to proclaim the 

former King, now heir to the throne, Prince Michael, Rumania’s ruler 
will gain strength. Some of the leading politicians like former Pre- 
mier Maniu, are in favor of it. 

The whole question is, however: What does Hitler want? If he 
wants to get rid of Carol he may succeed without much trouble. 

* * * * 
As far as Czechoslovakia is concerned its fate will be decided within 

the next few weeks. Berlin has shown its hand already. It wants the 
3,500,000 Sudeten Germans to become citizens of the Reich. 

What technique Hitler will employ is not quite clear at the present 
moment. Most of those who are supposed to be conversant with the 
Fuehrer’s plans are of the opinion that It will not be an invasion of armed 
forces. 

There are now on the German-Czechoslovak boundary some 100,000 
Storm Troopers and members of the Nazi Youth organization. Officially at 
least they are not armed. These men will be ordered to enter Czechoslovakia 
to the confines of the "language boundaries” and proclaim the Anschluss of the Sudenten Germans to the Reich. 

What will happen afterwards God knows but He won’t tell. 
* * 

Of course there are imposing forces on both sides of the border. The 
Germans have massed a large motorized army and an air force, ready for 
action. The Czechoslovaks have not been idle, either. The Poles are re- 
ported to have made important military movements, too. 

* * * * 

Every movement of Hitler's is predicated on his conviction that 
whatever may happen neither Great Britain nor Prance will budge. 
This is the reason official Berlin voices the conviction that there will 
be no bloodshed in the Germanization of Czechoslovakia and every- 
thing will go smoothly. 

* * * * 
Since his resignation from the foreign office, Anthony Eden has re- 

ceived all kind of offers for employment. These offers range from mem- 
oersmp on tne Doara or important 
banks and business concerns to his 
appearance in the movies as a sec- 
ond Rudolph Valentino. 

Eden's private income is com- 

paratively small. He and his wife 
have some $13,000 a year to which 
must be added the $3,000 he re- 
ceives as member of parliament. 
But considering his obligation this 
is barely enough to make ends meet. 

Some Hollywood concern 1s re- 
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ported to have offered him a contract to make four pictures at a salary of 
*300,000 each, the former foreign secretary naturally turned the offer 
down. He did the same thing with the offers to join the city. 

But Eden is contemplating an offer to become professor at Oxford, and 
devote his time to Oriental languages, of which he is a brilliant master. This 
offer, which yields but a meager income, will be considered by the former 
pilot of Britain’s foreign policy in the event things go so badly in the 
world that he has to abandon all hope of seeing in his lifetime democracies 
come up on top. 

Headline Folk 
and What 
They Do 

James A. Reed Wins 
His First Victory in 

Wife’s Name. 
By LEMUEL F. PARTON. 

THE 
"Nelly Don” Injunction ruling 

In the Supreme Court Is the 
first victory James A. Reed ever 
won in his wife’s name. The 

swift, but momentary, court climax 
brought Into focus old and bitter ani- 
mosities and a sharp antithesis of 
social forces. 

Legal heavyweights are former Sen- 

James A. Seed. 

ator Reed and 
Prank P. Walsh, 
ready to fight at! 
the drop of a hat, 
since the days of 
the famous Hyde 
murder case of 
Kansas City, 
which dragged 
through three 
trials and almost! 
bankrupted the 
county. Mr. Walsh 
won that one, 
finally freeing hie 
client. This time 
his client, the 
Internat lonal 

Ladies’ Garment Workers Union, la 
dusted out of court as the high tribunal 
refuses to hear the union’s appeal 
against an anti-picketing Injunction. 

Silent at the hearing was the wife 
of Mr. Reed, Mrs. Nell Q. Donnelly, 
owner of the large Kansas City dress- 
making establishment about which a 
bitter industrial struggle has raged foo 
the last two years, with the C. I. O. 
attempting to unionise the plant. In 
1916, she opened a one-room dress 
factory In her house, making house 
dresses in an attractive model which 
she called “Nelly Don.” Her husband, 
Paul Donnelly, went to the war. When 
he returned, she had a busy little 
plant, separately housed, turning in 
good profits. Today it employs about 
1,500 workers, In addition to clerical 
and sales force. 

Mrs. Donnelly was divorced in 1923 
and the next year was married to Mr. 
Reed. The year 1931 flared her name 
in the headlines all over the country 
when she was kidnaped and held 
34 hours in a demand for a $75,000 
ransom. The former Senator, a sav- 
age and implacable fighter, swore he 
would jail the kidnapers and would 
pay no ransom. The kidnapers were 

caught and sent to prison for Ufa and 
nor ransom was paid. 

Mr. Reed is 76 years old and his 
wife 48. She has accumulated a for- 
tune in her dress business and has 
participated prominently in Kansas 
City affairs. She Is a Democrat, head 
of the Roosevelt-Gamer Women’s 
Committee in 1932. 

Frank P. Walsh. 74, was chairman 
of the Taft Industrial Relations Com- 
mission and of the wartime^ Labe :• 
Conference Board, long a contend: ■ 

for unionism in the industrial strug- 
gle. 

(Copyright. 1938.) 

Royal Marines of Britain are t 
I wear a boat cape with crimson 

I lining. 

ask the woman who has one. 

AM 
BE the woman 

who has one! 

YOU women who run your own homes 

and find it a Big Job: ask some friend 
who has an extension telephone if she 
doesn’t find it the greatest little con- 

venience she ever bought. 
Ask her if the steps, time and energy 
saved’aren’t worth many times the tri- 

fling cost. Ask her about the privacy 
it affords, and the sheer handiness 
of having it close by when she’s busy. 
Then, be the woman who has one! 
All yon have to do is telephone the 

Business Office and tell them when 
and where. 

Just call ME tropolitan 9900 
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