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Guam in the Senate 
Hearings began today before the 

Senate Naval Affairs Committee on 

the proposition to undertake certain 
harbor improvement work at Guam, 
at a cost of $5,000,000. Senator Walsh 
and his committee colleagues opened 
proceedings by having Admiral 
Leahy, chief of naval operations, dis- 
cuss the desirability of carrying out 
the project which was rejected by 
the House of Representatives last 
month. 

The Star considers that the re- 

fusal of the lower branch of Congress 
to make the initial appropriation for 
harbor improvements at Guam was 

a blow at defense. The Senate now 

has opportunity to repair that 
blunder. With a view to supplement- 
ing public information on the Guam 

subject, it is useful to point out cer- 

tain pertinently outstanding aspects 
of it. 

1. Guam is a United States posses- 
sion bound by no international treaty 
that in any way prohibits either the 
proposed harbor works, or eventual 
fortification, if desired. The Wash- 
ington treaty, which tied this coun- 

try’s hands respecting fortifications 
in mid-Paciflc, expired on December 
31,1936. 

2. The pending plan provides for 
po fortifications. It contemplates 
only harbor clearance and co-related 
Improvements in order that patrol 
and commercial planes may land 
safely. 

3. If fortified, Guam would neu- 

tralize the Japanese island man- 

dates, the most eastward of which is 
2,000 miles from Honolulu, and their 
most advanced operating base for 
submarines. It has not been fully 
realized in this country that, regard- 
less of the Versailles treaty govern- 
ing mandates, Japan, on the islands 
she administers, has been clearing 
harbors, putting in oil tanks and 
shore facilities for patrol planes and 
submarine operations which could 
be directed against Hawaii and our 

Pacific Coast. 
4. The Navy knows no more than 

anybody else in the United States 
what will happen to the Philippines 
In 1946. What the Navy does know 
Is that if an Asiatic fleet is main- 
tained in the Far East, there must be 
an American-owned home port for it. 
That seems to be one more excellent 
reason for doing something about 
Guam. 

5. Guam has one harbor, Apra, now 
full of coral heads. Some congres- 
sional opinion to the contrary, the 
Island lends itself to fortification be- 
cause of its high, rocky hills and 
dangerous open coast. Mountains 
average 1,000 to 1,400 feet. Guam is 
3,300 miles from Honolulu, about 
1,500 from Manila, and 1,500 from 
Japan. 

6. Guam is declared by naval ex- 

perts to be the most important stra- 
tegic position in the western Pacific. 
No Asiatic fleet would ever move in 
our direction without capturing it. 
The island can be adequately forti- 
fied for $75,000,000—$25,000,600 less 
than the cost of a single 35,000-ton 
super-modern battleship. Any en- 

emy fleet that tried to take Guam 
would then be in the open for de- 
cisive conflict with the United States 
Fleet. Incidentally, Guam protects 
our lines of communication for stra- 
tegic war materials from the East 
Indies, notably oil. 

7. Since the Guam proposal be- 
came current in Congress, tlie Japa- 
nese have occupied Hainan, thus 
cutting the Hong Kong-Singapore 
line 1,200 miles from Singapore, 300 
miles from Hong Kong and 640 miles 
from Manila. 

8. The Hepburn Naval Base Board, 
after profound study, urged Congress 
to convert Guam into a rampart in 
the western Pacific. Neither House 
nor Senate, in The Star’s opinion, 
should be swerved from giving the 
fullest consideration to the recom- 
mendations of naval officers who are 

Inspired by no motive except the 
sound dictates of American national 
defense. A properly protected Guam 
would be in no sense an aggressive 
gesture toward Japan or any other 
country. 

New Envoy to Russia 
Return of an American Ambassa- 

dor to Soviet Russia in the person of 
Laurence A. Steinhardt will strength- 
en American diplomatic relations in 
one of the most important posts in 
the foreign service. 

The Moscow post is important 
chiefly because of the mystery which 
surrounds Russia’s intentions in cur- 

A 

rent European and Far East political 
developments. If there Is a diplo- 
matic post In all Europe outside 
Britain, France and Germany which 
Is a key spot in keeping the American 
Government informed, It Is Moscow. 

The job demands not only some 

one who is familiar with Russia, Its 
policies and problems, but one who 
will stick on the job and who can 

work effectively with Soviet govern- 
ment officials. 

Mr. Steinhardt from all these 
standpoints is well qualified for the 
post. Coming into the American dip- 
lomatic service with the advent of 
the New Deal, after having estab- 
lished himself as a lawyer, he went 
first to Sweden as Minister, and while 
there participated' in conclusion of 
the Swedish-American trade agree- 
ment. 

While Minister to Sweden Mr. 
Steinhardt conducted a study of 
problems and conditions involved in 
American recognition of the Soviet 
government, and it was largely on 

the basis of his reports to President 
Roosevelt that recognition was grant- 
ed in November, 1933. 

From his post in Stockholm Mr. 
Steinhardt went in April, 1937, to 
Lima, Peru, as Ambassador, where he 
has been since. His reports about 
German and Italian penetration of 
Peru and the Benavides dictatorship 
have been highly valua^e to this 
Government in plotting its course in 
Latin America. He was also a mem- 
ber of the American delegation to the 
Eighth Pan-American Conference 
last December. 

Mr. Steinhardt will take his new 

post equipped with a capacity for 
hard work and a background of ex- 

perience in diplomacy and the Soviet 
Union which should enable him to 
meet American-Russian problems 
forthrightly as they arise. 

Unsound Objections 
The proposal to place the public 

auditorium and stadium, armory 
facilities included, at the end of East 
Capitol street has met with certain 
objections which seem to The Star to 
be unsound. For example, repre- 
sentatives of the hotel and restau- 
rant industry have argued that “a 
central location”—specifically the 
Municipal Center in the congested 
downtown section of the city—is im- 
perative because people attending 
conventions would not be willing to 
travel very far from their temporary 
homes to convention meetings. 

It is the contention of these critics 
of the East Capitol street project that 
strangers commonly would register 
at hostelries in the downtown area. 

Therefore, the auditorium should be 
built on a site convenient to existing 
hotel developments. All of which 
suggests too great concern for the 
status quo of the moment. 

There was a time, of course, when 
Washington possessed more hotels 
than it could use with advantage to 
owners and operators. But under 
present conditions the contrary is 
true. A survey shows that there are 
now available in the city approxi- 
mately twenty-two thousand hotel 
rooms, of which about half are oc- 

cupied by regular or non-transient 
guests, leaving perhaps twelve thou- 
sand rooms for convention visitors. 
In other words, the Nation’s Capital 
now lacks accommodations for a 

really large convention. If the Amer- 
ican Legion came to Washington, its 
members would be obliged to sleep in 
tents. Similarly, it would be difficult 
to house the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the National Education Asso- 
ciation or the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science. No 
existing hotel boasts a dining room 

large enough for such a banquet as 
that of the World Power Conference. 

New hotels, logically enough, are 
indicated. No matter where the 
auditorium is placed, new hotels and 
restaurants inevitably will spring up 
around it. These might as well be 
located in East Capitol street as in 
Pennsylvania or Constitution ave- 

nues, already overcrowded as they 
are. Indeed, it would appear to be to 
the advantage of hostelries in the 
downtown area to have them located 
at a reasonable distance. The status 
quo is sure to be changed. And the 
only question is: For better or worse? 

Japan Looks North 
Japan’s announcement of extraor- 

dinary war estimates totaling 5,270,- 
000,000 yen, nearly one and one-half 
billion dollars at current exchange 
rates, puts a new aspect on the 
question of Japan’s intentions toward 
Russia. 

The special budget figures were ac- 

companied by the statement that 
about three-fifths of this huge sum 
will be allocated to the army, one- 
fifth to the navy and the balance to 
reserve and additions to regular 
army and navy budgets, which total 
more than half a billion dollars. 

What is significant in these figures 
is that although fighting in China 
is virtually at a standstill, with the 
Japanese mopping up guerrillas and 
filling in the breaches between occu- 

pied areas, Tokio now projects an 

expenditure for 1939-40 which ap- 
proximates the $5,000,000 a day it 
was estimated the war in China was 

costing her at its height. 
The obvious question, of course, is 

where the money will be spent and 
can be answered only in the light of 
the known fact that for several 
months Japan has been shifting 
scores of thousands of her best fight- 
ers and hundreds of tons of war ma- 
teriel to Manchukuo and North China. 
The only inference to be drawn is 
that trouble is expected with the 
Soviet Union. 

If Japan’s special war budget is 
any index of her fear of conflict with 
Russiar—and it Is most logically 

Interpreted thus—Tokio is seen to be 
correcting a grave deficiency in her 
strategic position which has given 
her jitters throughout the twenty 
months of war in China. 

While fighting China on a large 
scale Japan was vulnerable to and 
lived in dread of Russian attack. The 
mass of her fighting force and war 
equipment was scattered in Eastern 
and Central China and later South 
China as well. A powerful Russian 
offensive might have struck deep into 
the heart of Manchukuo before 
Japan could have withdrawn from 
China enough reinforcements to 
stem the attack. 

Regardless of Japan’s Intentions 
now, whether they be to provoke war 
with Russia or merely to meet the 
threat of Russian attack, the pres- 
ence of the main body of her military 
force in North China and Man- 
chukuo will stiffen her attitude 
toward Russia, thus adding to poten- 
tialities for war on the Slberlan- 
Manchukuoan border. 

The Law—Massachusetts 
It is assumed that people are rea- 

sonably familiar with the laws of 
States in which they live. However, 
they at least pay visits to other 
States, and sometimes whole families 
move permanently, usually without 
any thought as to whether their de- 
sired activities may be unduly ham- 
pered by the law. In a spirit of help- 
fulness some examples of State laws 
are herewith given. Each and every 
one has been passed by the Legisla- 
ture, and never repealed. 

In Massachusetts, for instance, 
flower lovers in search of expensive 
blossoms can get plenty of action by 
picking mayflowers at the sides of 
public roads, and paying a flfty-dol- 
lar fine if caught. That is, it is fifty 
if the offender commits the crime in 
broad daylight, and properly clothed. 
The law expressly states that there is 
a hundred-dollar fine for picking 
them at night or in disguise. The 
authors of this brilliant piece of leg- 
islation evidently felt that it would 
be unsportsmanlike to don false 
whiskers and sneak up on them in 
the dark. 

Any one contemplating murder in 
Worcester, Mass., should think twice, 
if he expects to get any publicity out 
of the trial. According to the law, 
all sheriffs at murder trials are com- 

pelled to appear in court wearing 
swords, top hats, and cutaway coats, 
and will undoubtedly steal the show 
from a mere murderer. 

The morals of young girls in Win- 
chester, Mass., are carefully protected 
by a law which forbids them to pick 
out any old place in which to dance 
on a tight rope. The plight of the 
female adolescent would-be tight- 
rope dancer is not absolutely hope- 
less, however. If she has to perform 
this trick, or burst with frustration, 
she can do it in a church. 

•Germany has officially established 
a pagan burying ground called “The 
Sacred Well of German Strength.” 
Most of us feel sorry for worthy Ger- 
mans, yet unborn, who, as Chris- 
tians, will have to visit that polluted 
well when they wish to pay tribute 
to ungodly ancestors. 

Britain is weighing the advisability 
of creating a special "standing army” 
for Palestine. Judging by past ex- 

periences of her troops in that Holy 
Land, mere standing will be just 
resting. 

Shooting Stars 
By PHILANDER JOHNSON. 

The Tyrant. 
Ol’ Joe Struthers has a way 
That ’ud fill you with dismay; 
Never yet was wuth a cent 
In a reg'lar argument; 
Never learned a speech by heart; 
Never made a comment smart. 
Simply lets you talk your fill, 
Grins sarcastic an' keeps still! 

Wish that he'd get impolite 
So’s to justify a fight 
Sted o’ sneerin’ day by day 
In his ca m, superior way. 
Each of us before he moves 
Looks to see if Joe approves. 
Got us whipped, as sure as sin, 
Jes’ with that sarcastic grin! 

Needed Restraint. 
“Does our candidate know all about 

the Constitution?” 
“No,” answered Senator Sorghum. "I 

don’t want to insist on a man’s knowing 
all about the Constitution. Sometimes 
knowing all about the Constitution 
doesn’t seem to do much for a man ex- 
cept to make him talkative.” 

“An epigram,” said Hi Ho, the sage of 
Chinatown, “is frequently an old quota- 
tion with phraseology changed suffi- 
ciently to avoid the charge of plagiar- 
ism.” 

Political Fixer. 
They say the times are out of joint. 

Things will be growing even glummer 
If the repairers we appoint 

Charge like the ordinary plumber. 

Prohibition Results. 
"What are the lost arts?” inquired the 

student. 
"I don’t know all of them,” answered 

Col. Stillwell, “but making a mint Julep 
is one.” 

Moving Along. 
“The pen is mightier than the sword,” 

said the man who quotes. 
“Yes,” answered the military enthu- 

siast, “but times have changed. That 
isn’t saying the typewriter is mightier 
than the machine gun.” 

Says Uncle Eben. 
Candidate, he come along, 

Lookin’ mighty proud, 
Lif’ his voice up good an’ strong 

To educate de crowd. 
Oh Mistuh Candidate, whut you gwlnter 

to do? 
We's boun’ to get to glory If we only 

votes foh you! 
A 

U. S. Must Exclude 
Foreign Refugees 

Believes Our Own Needy 
Unemployed Must Have 
First Consideration 

To th* Editor of Th» Star: 

In the ceaseless agitation and discus- 
sion in the press, over the radio and by 
public officials in regard to the European 
refugees and plans for their admission 
to this coutry, not one word has been 

printed or spoken on the American side 

of the matter and the repercussion on 

the social and economic conditions In 
this country. That is not considered at 
all. There is an implied censorship on 
any rational and intelligent discussion of 
the national interest and welfare. Amidst 
the decline in the quality of public lead- 
ership and the consequent confusion in 
the minds of the people, more and more 
have foreign influences and the exigen- 
cies of European crises controlled and 
dominated the Nation’s foreign and do- 
mestic policy. 

Here we have 10,000,000 unemployed, 
with their dependents, an excess popu- 
lation of 25,000,000 people, exceeding the 
whole population of Spain, supported by 
taxation on the Nation’s annual produce. 
Unemployment has and continues to ex- 
ceed the combined unemployment of all 
other Industrial nations of the world and 
is being pressingly accelerated by the 
continued shift of rural population to 
the cities as a consequence of the in- 
tensive mechanization of agriculture, as 
tragically pictured by Belmont Paries in 
last Sunday’s Star. And neither the 
Government nor private enterprise has 
taken one rational or effective step to 
cure these disintegrating diseases in the 
Nation’s social system. 

It is quite clear that the cause of the 
most serious crisis in the Nation’s life 
was the mass immigration in the past 
into cities and industrial centers and the 
occupation of all productive land, leaving 
no room for the natural expansion of our 
native population, and in the face of this 
the mechanization of Industry and agri- 
culture resulting in the constant decline 
in the ratio of productive employment. 
Secretary Wallace has said that the fur- 
ther mechanization now in progress will 
reduce by 25 per cent the present agri- 
cultural population. 

Our most capable minds today believe 
that self-government and private pro- 
ductive enterprise cannot survive con- 
tinued mass unemployment, yet our Gov- 
ernment contends that we cannot escape 
a continuance of these conditions. Would 
it not be more befitting a responsible 
government, press and economic enter- 
prise system, holding as they do the fu- 
ture destiny of the Nation, to set about, 
with all their might and intelligence, 
the solution of these grave and danger- 
ous problems in the heart of our Nation, 
rather than giving expression to the 
violent speeches and screeds hurled daily 
at Europe and Asia, telling how they 
should manage their ever turbulent af- 
fairs. 

In the last 50 years the United States 
has admitted more than 30,000,000 of 
Europe's poor population, the greatest 
human migration known to history, and 
the Nation is now in the throes of its 
consequences. Obviously, it must be 
stopped if the country is to salvage any 
measure of its great heritage of free in- 
stitutions. President Roosevelt remarked 
in a recent speech that Brazil offered 
opportunities for American emigration. 
This may be the only solution for our 
excess population, and unemployment, if 
Brazil will accept them. Prom personal 
observation, I am confident that many 
young Americans, especially farmers and 
mechanics who are being forced out of 
productive employment here would find 
more opportunities in Brazil and the 
Argentines for work and a future liveli- 
hood than will ever be open to them here 
in the present trends of national life. 

We naturally sympathize with oppress- 
ed peoples everywhere. The three and a 
half millions of Jews in Europe and the 
two millions of Spanish republicans who 
are on Franco's “black list,” and the mil- 
lions of homeless and starving Chinese 
are in a pitiable situation, but we can- 
not admit them to this country, for that 
would be national suicide. 

It cannot be controverted that the 
motives and interest of those who so 

insistently demand that the United 
States assume the burden of Europe's 
racial antagonism are in conflict with 
the interest and welfare-of the American 
people for the consequence so far is 
known to have accentuated the unem- 
ployment problem in many centers of 
population. N. P. WILMOTH. 

March 3. 

Sees Merit in Ickes’ 
Charges Against Press. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

It is my humble opinion that the news- 
paper fraternity would do well to accept 
the constructive criticism now being 
offered to it by Secretary of the Interior 
Ickes as the constructive criticism of a 
friend and to start right now to clean out 
its collective cellar of trash of which 
Secretary Ickes has advised them. 

The Star, fortunately, is not one of the 
type of newspapers described by the Sec- 
retary in his speeches. The Star, how- 
ever, does know that these conditions 
exist because it has complained of some 
of them editorially during the years I 
have been in Washington. So it seems 
to me that it becomes the lot of The 
Star to lead the newspaper fraternity in 
a cleanup drive which will make further 
just criticism impossible. 

Twenty years ago the great national 
game of baseball was faced with a similar 
situation. A few men on one team of 
the hundreds of professional baseball 
teams in the United States were untrue 
to their trust and had cast the whole 
profession under suspicion. The news- 
papers of the country led In the cry for 
the cleaning up of baseball, and the 
major league owners agreed. Thus Judge 
Kenesaw Mountain Landis, a jurist of 
unimpeachable character, was called into 
service as high commissioner of baseball. 
The crisis was passed and professional 
baseball is now once more first in the 
eyes of the sports lovers of America. 

Newspapers are faced with a similar 
situation at the present time. The pol- 
icies of many of our leading and most 
influential papers are a disgrace to our 

country. Will the publishers follow the 
example of professional baseball, admit 
their faults and clean them up? Or will 
the industry fall deeper into disrepute 
until the time when no man shall have 
any medium of news in which he can 

place his full faith? 
JOHN ARTHUR SHAW. 

Silver 8pring, Md. 
February 18. 
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By Charles E. Tracewell. 

"DECATUR STREET. 
"Dear Sir: Inclosed Is a picture of a 

titmouse that I took a few weeks ago. 
"I have been putting feed on an old 

stump in the park for the purpose of 
getting some pictures. 

“We set the camera up quite close to 
the stump and operate the shutter by re- 
mote control, standing about 30 feet 
back. 

"It takes quite a lot of patience, for 
many times when focused on the small 
branch stuck in the top of the stump, it 
seems the best shots would be on the top 
of the stump, and then, of course, when 
focused on the small branch we would 
miss some getting the seeds. 

♦ * * * 
“As you know, the titmouse is sort of 

scary, and usually grabs a seed and is off. 
"This picture was snapped, I believe, 

the only time the titmouse landed on the 
branch. They usually landed right on 
the stump and got a seed and were gone 
as quick as they arrived. 

"The other pictures are of chickadees, 
nuthatches, Juncos and downy wood- 
peckers. The woodpeckers were snapped 
while enjoying some suet tied to a tree. 

"I enjoy reading your articles on birds 
and thought you might like one of these 
pictures. 

"Yours very truly, W. H. L.H 
* * * * 

Thanks for the photograph. It is ex- 
cellent. 

As we stated here recently, this column 
has been in receipt of scores of bird 
photographs during the past four years, 
all of them taken by amateur nature 
lovers. 

Only a few of them have been really 
good pictures, showing the markings and 
air of the bird snapped. 

This is because bird portraiture is ex- 

ceedingly difficult, requiring not only ex- 
cellent camera, correct focus, right tim- 
ing and light, but also the patience of 
Job. 

Practically all flrst-class bird portraits 
are secured in the manner detailed above. 

Unless, of course, they happen to be 
Just fortunate shots, say of a bird on 
the wing, made with the finest lens and 
quickest shutter, or a pose at the door 
of a birdhouse. 

Most of the excellent pictures of fledg- 
lings in the nest being fed by the mother 
bird, which one sometimes sees in maga- 
zines and in some books, are made by 
‘‘remote control” of the shutter. In some 
cases the bird herself tips the shutter. 

* * * * 

Animal portraiture of all kinds is of 
great difficulty. 

Not only will the creatures not pose, 
but they often are afraid of the camera, 
and especially of the artist. 

This is true not only of wild things, 
but even of pet dogs and cats. 

Cats, in particular, are difficult camera 
subjects, although there are enough good 
photographs of them in existence to 
show that it can be done. 

We do not count the posed pictures of 
trained cats, which, after all, have a sort 
of wooden expression in most of the 
examples we have seen. 

We would much rather have a snap of 
an old Tom on a back porch, even if 
it is not so good, than one of these ob- 
viously posed pictures. 

* * * * 
It all depends, of course, on what you 

want. There is always a need for posed 
pictures, Just as there is for unposed, in 
all types of animal portraiture. The win- 
ner at a bench show wants—his master 
does, at any rate—a fine posed photo- 
graph. 

But the snapshot of Bozo romping in 
the back yard has a place all its own. 
And so it goes. No doubt the one best 
animal picture is that taken when the 
creature least expects it. 

Many aspiring photographers find that 
the click of the shutter is disconcerting 
to animals. That is why a time exposure 
Is ruled out, in all except a very few 
cases. Sometimes the movement of the 
head, in looking for the source of the 
click, is so rapid that small, cheap cam- 
eras are not able to catch the subject 
without showing something of the move- 
ment on the film. 

A really good lens, therefore, and a fast 
shutter are essentials in animal por- 
traiture, if you want to avoid wasting 
a great deal of time and money. 

It must be remembered that birds, in 
particular, are best taken in natural set- 
tings, and at their natural tasks of eat- 
ing, drinking, bathing and caring for the 
young. The chances for a good picture 
of an individual bird are much better 
than for a group. The larger the field, 
usually, the less chance of success. It is 
necessary to keep in mind that the aver- 
age songbird is a very small creature, 
after all, and one which is ceaselessly in 
motion. 

* * 

Particular care must be taken to get as 
definite a focus as possible on the eye. 

If good definition of iris and pupil are 
secured, one may feel sure that the 
feathers and claw formations will show 
up well. 

Higher-priced cameras, which permit 
focusing, and ttyis throwing out of the 
background, offer a better chance of get- 
ting a clear picture of the bird without 
too much background cluttering up the 
negative. 

Lack of consideration, beforehand, of 
the background often plays havoc with 
amateur snapshots, and this is particu- 
larly true of anything so delicate as a 
bird photograph. 

Too many leaves and branches will 
seem far less fetching in the photograph 
than they did in nature, and detract a 
great deal from the main subject. 

The question is, how will it look when 
finished? The photographer who puts 
the most time on this matter in advance 
is likely to have the best picture in the 
end. 

Letters to The Star 
Mother Appeals for 
Symphonic Orchestra. 
To th* Idttor ef The Star: 

Por eight years the National Symphony 
Orchestra has served Washington. In 
addition to the regular concerts for 
adults, a series of concerts for children 
has been a part of the orchestra's pro- 
gram each season. Next season an en- 
larged program of children's concerts is 
planned, in close co-operation with the 
schools. While audiences of only a few 
hundred children attended the first con- 
certs for children in Central High School, 
now Constitution Hall is nearly filled with 
the 3.000 or more children who have 
learned to appreciate and love the finest 
music. These children cannot them- 
selves supply the money that is necessary 
to keep the orchestra in existence. 
Washington's adults must do this for 
them, if these 3,000 or more music-loving 
children, and the many more who would 
be reached as the years pass, are not 
to be deprived of the opportunity for 
musical education and cultural growth 
to which they are entitled. 

There are adults in Washington, as 

elsewhere, who do not care for symphonic 
music. These miss the Intense pleasure 
and satisfaction which comes to those 
who appreciate fine music. In most 
cases, this is because, in their youth, they 
had no such opportunity to learn to 
know good music as the National Sym- 
phony has been affording the children of 
today. You adults of Washington who 
do not enjoy music yourselves, surely 
you are not willing to deprive your 
children of this satisfaction and pleas- 
ure, and condemn them to the same 
musical starvation, by withholding your 
contribution to our orchestra! And you 
citizens of Washington who have no 
children of your own, surely you have 
an interest in developing the children of 
today into the good citizens of tomorrow I 

The campaign fund is still below the 
amount necessary for the continuance of 
our orchestra. Must Washington's chil- 
dren suffer, because Washington, alone 
among the great capitals of the world, 
will not support its own symphony or- 
chestra? 

As a mother whose own children, like 
many others, cannot bear the Idea of 
losing our orchestra, I ask you, for the 
sake of the children of Washington, to 
send In your contributions, whether large 
or small, to National Symphony Orches- 
tra Campaign Headquarters at the 
Carlton Hotel, at Sixteenth and K streets. 

March 3. A MOTHER. 

Urges Passage ef War 
Referendum Amendment. 
To ths Editor ot Th« SUr: 

The editorial In Thursday’s Star com- 
ments unfavorably upon the constitu- 
tional amendment recently Introduced In 
the Senate to prohibit waging by the 
United States of war overseas without 
authority of a public referendum. One 
gathers from the article that the voters 
are not to be trusted with deciding the 
momentous question of whether or not 
they are willing to become cannon fodder 
In order that the Rhine or some other 
place thousands of miles away from 
home shall remain our border. In short, 
to become again the catspaw for some 

foreign government masquerading as a 
democracy, or possibly to further the 
political ambitions of some self-appointed , 
native savior. Oranding that the edi- 
torial la correct in the statement that 
the United States has never been afflicted 
with a President, a Secretary of State, 
or a Congress bent upon leading us down 
the road to war, suffice it to say that 
In point at time we are mere Infants 

A 
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as a nation, and we may not always be 
so fortunate. The proper time to take 
out insurance is before the fire starts. 
It is hoped that the proposed amend- 
ment will eventually become a part of 
the Constitution, although it is realized 
that first it will have to overcome pow- 
erful obstacles raised by those who would 
profit by a repetition of 1917-1918, by 
misguided objectors and others. 

March 3. W. H. SHIELDS. 

Protests Praise of 
Ferdinand de los Rios. 

A number of professors at both tte 
Catholic University of America and 
Georgetown University have drawn my 
attention to the paragraph of praise 
written by Mr. Frederic William Wile 
about Sr. Fernando de los Rios. Several 
of these faculty members at two leading 
Washington institutions were somewhat 
surprised that Mr. Wile should show 
himself unfamiliar with the expose made 
of Prof, de los Rios in three articles in 
the Catholic Review, Baltimore, Md. 
These pieces, based upon Dr. de los Rios’ 
attacks upon religion in Spain and 
America, were entitled respectively “Prof, 
de los Rios Refutes Himself,” “Sr. de los 
Rios, Spain’s Hitler,” and "Prof, de los 
Rios, Propagandist Extraordinary.” The 
dates of publication were January 20, 
1939, January 27 and February 3. The 
articles proved conclusively that the rep- 
resentative of the tottering Leftist re- 
gime was mistaken in his allegation that 
there was religious liberty in the terri- 
tory controlled by Madrid. 

The sad fact is revealed that the per- 
secution of Catholics in Spain was far 
more ruthless and bloody than the 
attacks on both Christians and Jews in 
Central Europe. The assault on religion 
in Spain is a subject of heartbreaking 
interest to thousands of American citi- 
zens in the Baltimore and Washington 
area who are readers of The Star. 

(DR.) JOSEPH P. THORNING, 
Chairman, Department of Social 
Science, 
Mt. St. Mary's College, 

* Emmltsburg, Md. 
March 4. 

Star Commended for 
Fair News Treatment. 
To tht Editor of Tht Star: 

May I be permitted to express the 
appreciation and thanks of the National 
Lawyers’ Guild for the fair and Impartial 
coverage that you gave to the National 
Lawyers’Guild arising from certain accu- 
sations leveled against our National Ex- 
ecutive Board. Of all newspaper ac- 
counts that I have seen or read, and this 
includes papers from many different 
parts of tht country, I am pleased to say 
that your handling of the news was not 
only the fairest, but the most accirate. 
You not only gave coverage to the 
charges leveled against us, but more 
important, from our own angle, you gave 
equal coverage to the statements issued 
from this office, the statements of our 
president and the denials of the accusa- 
tions issued by many of our prominent 
members. 

The fair handling of the news was 
indeed gratifying and is appreciated. 

March 3. MORTIMER RIEMER, 
National Secretary. 

Haskin's Answers 
To Readers' Questions 

By Frederic J. Haskin. 
A reader can get the answer to any 

question of fact by writing The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred- 
eric J. Haskin. director. Washington, 
D. C. Please inclose stamp for reply. 

Q. Do any cities have cigarette taxes? 
—E. S. R. 

A. At least eight cities, including New 
York City, Kansas City, Mo., and six 
Florida fnuniclpalitles, collect cigarette 
taxes. 

Q. How many telephone calls a day 
are made In the National Capital?—J. 
K. L. 

A. Telephone calls originating In 
Washington, D. C., now reach an average 
of 1,000,000 per day. 

Q. Where are the highest tides In the 
world?—T. D. B. 

A. The largest known periodic tides 
In the world occur on the Atlantic Coast 
in Minas Basin, Bay of Fundy, where 
the mean rise and fall is approximately 
40 feet. 

Q- Is the building In which the Ameri- 
can Legion was founded still standing? 
—T. M. G. 

A. The American Legion was founded 
in Paris on March 15-17, 1919, in the old 
Cirque de Paris. This has since been 
tom down and replaced by an apartment 
house. Upon this building a bronze 
tablet is to be placed bearing the in- 
scription: “On this site the American 
Legion was bom, March 15-17, 1919.’* 

Q. What causes the will-o’-the-wisp in 
swamps and marshes?—C. 8. 

A. Ignis fatuus is the name applied to 
the pale flame, also called will-o’-the- 
wisp and Jack-o’-lantem, sometimes seen 
flickering over marshy ground and, It is 
said, over churchyards. No entirely satis- 
factory explanation of the phenomenon 
has been advanced, but it is generally believed that the effect is due to the 
spontaneous Ignition of gases (especially 
methane or marsh gas, CH4) produced 
by the disintegration of dead plant and, 
possibly, animal matter. 

Q. Where is Aintree?—H. R. H. 
A. Aintree is the name of a race course 

Just outside of Liverpool, England. 

Q. Has any citizen of the United States 
ever been canonized?—L. s. C. 

A. Mother Frances Xavier Cabrinl, a 
pioneer in charitable work among Ital- 
ian-American citizens, was the first citi- 
zen of the United States to become a 
Roman Catholic saint. She was beati- 
fied in St. Peter's Basilica at Rome on 
November 14. 1938, with impressive cere- 
monies at which George Cardinal Mun- 
delein, Archbishop of Chicago, presided. 

Q. Where can I get the latest informa- 
tion on collecting first-day covers?_T. 
L. H. 

A. A 1938 Cover Collecting Guide and 
Directory has been issued by the Cover 
Exchange. L. P. Miller, secretary. P. o. 
Box 773, Scranton, Pa. 

Q. What is the largest country In the 
world? The smallest?—H. J. 

A. The largest country in the world is 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
with 8,144,228 square miles; the 
Vatican City, has only 108.7 acres. 

Q. Can an owl move its eyes?—J. S. 
A. The eyes of an owl are fixed in its 

head so that they cannot be moved and 
the bird must change its position in 
order to change its line of vision. 

Q. By what authority do yachts fly the 
yacht ensign instead of the Stars and 
Stripes?—A. M. 

A. According to an act passed by the 
Thirtieth Congress. August 7, 1848, all 
such licensed yachts shall use a signal 
of the form, size and colors prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Navy .., The United 
States power boat squadrons shall carry 
a flag like the yacht ensign except that 
it wears perpendicular blue stripes where 
the yacht ensign wears horizontal red 
ones and has a red canton where the 
yacht ensign has one of blue. The yacht 
ensign is regarded as the full equivalent 
of the Stars and Stripes. 

__ 

Q. What is the oath taken by the King 
of England?—C. F. 

A. King George took the oath as fol- 
lows: “Will you solemnly promise to 
swear to govern the peoples of Great 
Britain, Ireland, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand and the Union of South Africa 
of your possessions and the other terri- 
tories to any of them belonging or per- 
taining, and of your Empire of India 
according to their respective laws and 
customs?” King George answered: “I 
solemnly promise to do so.” "Will you to 
your power cause law and justice in 
mercy to be executed in all your judg- 
ments?” King George: "I will.” •'Will 
you to the utmost of your power main- 
tain the laws of God and the true pro- 
fession of the Gospel? Will you to the 
utmost of your power maintain in the 
United Kingdom the Protestant Re- 
formed religion established by the law? 
And will you maintain and preserve in- 
violably the settlement of the Church of 
England, and the doctrine, worship, 
discipline and government thereof, as 
established by law? And will you pre- 
serve unto the bishops and clergy of 
England, and to the churches there com- 
mitted to their charge, all such rights 
and privileges as by law do or shall ap- 
pertain to them or any of them?” King 
George: “All this I promise to do. The 
things which I have here before prom- 
ised. I will perform and keep, so help 
me God.” 

A. Can you suggest a source of Infor- 
mation as to correct style in writing 
business letters?—M. A. B. 

A. 8ee Haskln’s advertisement on paw 
A-2 of today’s Star. 

Nowise Poop 
Let it be as you say, that I am one 
On whom no seal is set, no accolade. 
A pawn of fate, advantaged and dismayed 
And routed ere the race is well begun. 
Let it be that I cannot, in the sun, 
Maintain my place but am like others 

swayed 
By the world’s gods in glittering parade, 
Bending the knee to each new eidolon 1 

Yet need I count me nowise poor in this 
Reproof of yours, so long as I can still, Out of great lack and greater grieving, fill 
My eyes with beauty where no beauty is* 
Achieving in the city’s roar a hill 
Of dreams, and wings from its soul's 

chrysalis I 
OTOTAV DAVIDSON. 

a 


