
British Sea Tradition 
Upheld by Attack 
On French Fleet 

Puts Faith in Warships; 
Blocked Napoleon by 
Seizing Danish Vessels 

| 
By MAJ. GEORGE FIELDING 

ELIOT. 
The action of the British gov- 

ernment in ordering the destruction 
or seizure of the French navy is a 
clear indication of British realiza- 
tion that the only hope of ultimate 
victory over Germany lies in main- 
taining control of the sea. Hitler's 
new "continental system" is begin- 
ning to look very much like Na- 

i poleon's in principle, with the men- 
ace of air power added. He is en- 

deavoring to do what Napoleon so 
often boasted of but never accom- 
plished, to conquer the sea by the 
land. 

The British, on me other hand, 
are trying to conquer the land by 
the sea. resolved, no matter what 
conquests Hitler may achieve on the 
continent, to keep the seas reso- 
lutely closed to him and so in the 
end wear him down. This is de- 
pendent, of course, on preventing 
Germany from becoming a great 
sea power by acquiring other peo- 
ple’s navies. Napoleon had this 
idea in 1807, when he made almost 
simultaneous threats against Portu- 
gal and Denmark with the object 
of acquiring their not inconsider- 
able fleets. Great Britain was at 
peace with Denmark, but neverthe- 
less sent immediately a naval and 
military expedition to demand sur- 
render of the Danish fleet "in 
pledge” until the close of the war. 

The Danes offered resistance, 
Copenhagen was bombarded into 
surrender and 18 line-of-battle ships 
and 20 smaller ships with all the 
equipment of the Danish naval 
arsenal were seized and taken to 
England. 

The French Railed Then. 
The expressions employed by 

French writers of the time in de- 
scribing this procedure sound oddly 
like those now emanating from Ber- 
lin with regard to the action at 
Oran, such epithets as cowardly, 
odious, perfidious, shameless, be- 
trayal of friendship, and so on, 
were freely applied to the British 
ministry. Nevertheless, Napoleon 
did not get the Danish fleet. 

In the present instance British 
apprehensions appear to have been 
of a similar nature. Just as the 
additions of the Danish and Portu- 
guese fleets to that of France in 
1807 would have given the French 
at least a numerical superiority in 
European waters, so that addition 
of the French navy intact to those 
of Germany and Italy would have 
gixen the axis a numerical superi- 
ority over Great Britain. The situa- 
tion of the British Mediterranean 
fleet might have been particularly 
grave, cut off from home and faced 
by the Italian plus the French 
fleets, outnumbering it heavily. 

This is, of course, discounting the 
time factor and presuming either 
that the Germans could promptly 
have manned the French fleet 
themselves, which is doubtful, or 
that they could have forced the 
French crews to handle the ships 
themselves. 

Now Was the Time to Act. 
At any rate, the time to prevent 

Buch a contingency was obviously 
now. while there was still oppor- 
tunity to prevent the French ships 
being handed over. The net result 
appears to have been about as 
follows: 

Of the French fleet as it existed 
at the beginning of the war, 7 
battleships, 19 cruisers, 66 destroy- 
ers, 85 submarines and 92 escort 
vessels and torpedo boats, the Brit- 
ish have possession of three battle- 
ships, seven cruisers (including the 
Jeanne d'Arc at Halifax), certainly 
eight and probably more destroyers, 
an unstated number of submarines 
and most of the escort vessels, in- 
cluding a number of additional craft 
fitted for that puropose or for mine- 
sweeping. Three battleships and 
two destroyers were accounted for 
at Oran. One battleship, five de- 
stroyers and some other small craft 
escaped to Toulon. This battleship 
was damaged. Two cruisers and 
rtgm, suomarines are in the Par 
East. Unaccounted for «re France’s 
one aircraft carrier (a seaplane 
tender was destroyed at Oran and 
has been mistakenly called a car- 
rier in some dispatches), nine cruis- 
ers, about 40 destroyers, an unknown 
number of submarines and a few 
escort vessels. 

The ships unaccounted for would 
make a formidable but not a de- 
cisive addition to the axis fleets. 
Some of the French destroyers are 
very large and fast ships, power- fully armed, which would be excel- 
lent for raiding convoys against the 
smaller British destroyers. How- 
ever, a number of French ships are 
fit sea or in distant ports, according to British statements, and there 
may still be ships which will be 
gathered in to reduce the number 
of Germany’s possible acquisitions. 

Ships Under Construction. 
There remain to be considered 

the ships under construction. It is 
quite possible, and this contingency 
was 110 doubt taken into account 
by the British government, that in- 
dignation at the attack on the Oran 
squadron may cause French naval 
engineers and workmen to seek re- 
venge on “perfidious Albion’’ by 
completing the ships now in French 
dockyards for use either of the 
Germans or for French co-opera- 
tion with the Germans. Of four 
battleships under construction two 
(the practically completed Riche- 
lieu and her sister, Jean Bart, which 
could not steam but could be towed) 
are reported at Casablanca, in Mo- 
rocco, and the exposed situation of 
this tport can leave little doubt that 
they will fall into British hands. 
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NEW YORK.—QUEEN’S RELATIVES HERE—A niece and nephew of Queen Elizabeth are among this group of English children who arrived here today. Left to right: Simon Bowes-Lyon, 8; Anne 
Nichols, their governess; Jeanne Nichols, Davina Bowes-Lyon, 10; Francis Nichols. The Bowes- 
Lyon children’s father, David, is the Queen’s brother. The Nichols children are their cousins. 
They arrived in Montreal by boat last night with wartime “refugee” youngsters, and are guests for 
an indefinite period of J. P. Morgan, the financier. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

Two others, the Clemenceau and 
Gascogne, were still half finished 
on the stocks. To these two bat- 
tleships must be added 2 aircraft 
carriers, 3 cruisers, 8 destroyers. 13 
submarines and 20 escort vessels. 

The Germans will have great diffi- 
culty in manning any large surface 
ships, but, as observed, we do not 
yet know to what lengths French 
indignation may carry; the possi- 
bility of the Petain government s 

joining Germany in an attack on 
Great Britain cannot, according to 
present indications, be wholly dis- 
counted. 

Immediately for consideration is 
the possibility of Germany's acquir- 
ing any large number of French 
submarines to reinforce her own 
U-boat flotillas. The amount of 
damage, if any, done to ships un- 
der construction or in dockyard 
hands before the yards were cap- 
tured by the Germans is unknown. 

One further result of the resolute 
British action certainly will be the 
extinction of the recent crop of 
peace rumors. No act more wholly 
inconsistent with an intention to 
make peace could be conceived of 
than that which the British gov- 
ernment has seen fit to take, an 
act the consequences of which may 
not be wholly beneficial, which must 
have been entered upon with the 
most extreme reluctance under the 
pressure of a necessity deemed over- 

whelming. 
It is to be noted that at Oran 

the British concentrated upon the 
capital units, three out of four of 
which they accounted for. They 

were thinking of sea command, not 
of operations in inland waters. They 
were taking risks to destroy ships 
which might otherwise deprive them 
of control of the oceans, of their 
power of slow and steady strangula- 
tion of their foes. That means that 
they hope to be able to tighten that 
strangling grip week by week and 
month by month, while famine 
gnaws at the vitals of Europe. It 
adds force to the Prime Minister's 
words of a few weeks ago: "Even 
if we are at last driven from these 
islands, we will continue the war 
at sea and from the dominions un- 
til victory shall be ours." 

There could be no clearer indi- 
cation of the fact that the leaders 
of Britain were thinking that some 
future historian of this war may 
well paraphrase Mahan’s graphic 
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sentence to write: “Those distant,! 
storm-beaten ships upon which the 
soldier of the German army never 
looked still stood between them and 
the dominion of the world.’’ 

(Copyright, 1040.) 

I 

I 

! i 

I i 

Open All Day Saturday 
Your last opportunity to take advantage of drastic reductions on 

Summer Furniture. Some floor samples are slightly "as is," others 
are one or two of a kind, so you'd better shop early. 

Convenient Budget items 
SUMMER FURNITURE 

WAS NOW 
Steamer Chair of hard- 
wood and qaity covered <r, ip ka 

convas. 9 to sell_ -1.19 07C 

Steomer Chair. White 
enamel frame. Green, 
water repellent seat, back 
and canopy fop. Also r pr 
has footrest. 3 to sell--- ->4.99 

Metal Chair. Sturdily 
constructed of one-inch c ■ 

tubing. 11 to sell_ -2.29 ^1.57 

Metal Chair. Extra heavy 
steel tubing with seat 
and back of auto steel. pp ce» # 
23 to sell_ 0.69 52.07 

Porch Rocker. Solid Ma- 
ple frame with woven pp «■ ■ 

fibre seat. 14 to sell^2.9j ^ I .07 

Porch Rocker. Heavy 
solid Maple frame. Green 
or natural finish. Fibre cc~ .p aa 

seat and back. 6 to sell -9 49 / / 
• 

Glider — Sturdily con- 
structed with metal front 
panel, ball bearings, and 
6 cush- 

^ ̂  , j ̂  % 

Glider—Wide arms with 
six deep cushions. Heli- 
cal tied coil spring base. -nr- i p>/n 
3 to sell _________$29.75 $2I.50 
Solid Mople Cocktail Ta- 
ble. Exceptionally well 
finished and sturdily con- 
structed. Disappearing c -,p n- 
serving tray. 3 to sell -I D. IJ *7.70 

Solid Maple Platform 
Rocker. Spring seat and 

£&££$19.95 $12.95 

Open Evenings by Appointment, 
Phone. DI. 3180 Before 6 PM. 

SUMMER FURNITURE 

WAS NOW 
2 Pc. Solid Maple Liv- 
ing Room Suite. Excep- 
tionally heavy frame with 
6 cushions covered with 
attractive quality tapes- rrrr\ Crt 
try. 2 to sell ^59.50 M9.50 
2 Pc. Maple Living Room 
Suite. Covered in blue 

5-l9 50 J29.50 

SUMMER RUGS 

WAS NOW 
27x54 Fibre Rugs. As- 
sortment of designs and , ^r- aa 

colors. 7 to sell. $1.95 99C 
36x72 Fibre Rugs. Large 
assortment from which to r\r~ C l AT 
select. 27 to sell _ 0.95 * I .95 
4-6x7-6 Fibre and Sisal 
Rugs. Many attractive de- <rc nc OC 
signs still left. 11 to sell1 0.95 

8x10 and 9x12 Fibre, 
Sisal and Mouzourk Rugs, ni-v r\r~ Cn rtl" 
16 in all to sell $15 95 *0.95 

DISCONTINUING 

OSTERMOOR 
Mattresses 

A off 
Ostermoor Sounarest 1 4-6 and 
10 3-3 to sell in assorted colors. S I Q Z.7 

Wos 29.50_ 17.0/ 

Ostermoor Sleep Comfort 5 4-6 
and 8 3-3 to sell in assorted $0/ 30 
colors. Wos 39.50_ XO.OO 

Ostermoor Service Stripe 4 4-6 : 
and 7 3-3 to sell in assorted $OQ 00 
colors. Was 42.50_ 
Ostermoor Supreme 10 3-3 to i 
sell in assorted colors. Was 533.00 ! 

1885 
7th & Eye Sts* 8433 Georgia Ave* 

418 Foreign Vessels 
In American Ports 
Subject to Seizure 

President's Recent 
Proclamation, However, 
Not Yet Put in Effect 

By the Associated Press. 
A survey of foreign ships in Amer- 

ican waters made liable to detention 
under Presidnt Roosevelt's recent 
proclamation disclosed today 418 ves- 

sels, most of which belong to bel- 
ligerent or invaded countries. 

They included 120 British, 76 Nor- 
wegian, 36 Danish, 25 Italian, 23 
Dutch, 11 French, 9 Belgian, 2 Ger- 
man and 2 Rumanian ships. 

Of these, 80 apparently were 
berthed for the duration of the war, 
among them the famous British 
liner Queen Elizabeth and the 
French Normandie. 

Seizure Authorized. 
The President's proclamation au- 

thorized the Treasury, through its 
customs and Coast Guard services, 
to detain or even seize any ship, 
foreign or domestic, whenever it ap- 
peared necessary either to safeguard 
United States interests and property, 
or to protect the vessels themscives. 
Power to prevent anchorage of new 
arrivals also was given. 

To date, a high Treasury official 
said, no ship asking permission to 
leave has been refused, and no ves- 
sel seeking to dock has been turned 
away. 
The country with the most “iaid- 

up” ships in American ports is Den- 
mark, with 27 which have been nere 
from one to three months. Ualy 
probably is next with 25 but figures 
for Italian ships are confused by 
the movement of the vessels lrom 
one American port to another 

Nine British, 6 Dutch, 4 Norweg- 
ian, 3 Belgian and 2 German ihips 
have been here more than a month. 

Few French Ships. 
Although at the time of the Presi- 

dent's order some officials believed 
that it was intended primarily to 

hoid French ships, the survey dis- 

closed only 11 French vessels In 
American waters. Only one of 
these the Normandie, has been here 
more than a few days. 

The Scandinavian, Dutch and Bel- 
gian ships reported apparently were 
active in trade outside of their own 
countries, for their calls at American 
ports seemed of a temporary char- 
acter. * 

Fireworks Accidents Cut 
87 Per Cent in Kansas City 
By the Associated Press. 

KANSAS CITY, July 5.T-Kansas 
City, labeled the "most dangerous” 
city in the Nation for its July 4,1939, 
accident record, bid for the "safest” 
title this year by reducing fireworks 
injuries 87 per cent. 

Only 33 persons were injured, none 

seriously. Last year, the American 
Medical Association listed 243. That 
was the basis for the “most danger- 
ous” tag hung on Kansas City by 
the National Society for the Preven- 
tion of Blindness. There were no 
deaths either year. 

Police said the 1940 record is the 
city’s best. 

Lear B. Reed, F. B. I. agent re- 

cently turned Chief of Police, cam- 

paigned strenuously for a safe 
Fourth. He threatened arrests for 
violations of ordinances against fire- 
crackers, torpedoes, bombs and other 
explosives; criticised parents for per- 
mitting children to handle danger- 
ous fireworks, and placed warning 
signs at the city limits. 

Meantime, Kansas City passed its 
82nd consecutive day without a 
traffic fatality, increasing its all- 
time record for safety on the streets. 

Take advantage of an early 
start by an aggressive war on 
the fly at the beginning of the 
season. 

The Star has for free dis- < 

Itribution 
wire-handle fly swat- 1 

( ters- | 
i Ask for one at the main 

office of— 
tEflt &tar , 

| 11th and Pa. Ave. N.W. 

U. S. Will Mass 70,000 
For August-War Games 
By the Associated Press. 

CAMP BEAUREGARD, La., July 
5.—Preparations were started today 
for a secoAd concentration of 70,000 
soldiers in the Sabine River area 

of Louisiana and Texas for war 

games featuring modern warfare 
methods. 

Almost all the entire Regular 
Army and National Guard strength 
of Texas, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Arizona, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee 
and the Carolinas will engage in the 
maneuvers, lasting through August. 

Lt. Gen. Stanley D. Embick, vet- 
eran of more than 40 years' Army 
experience, will command the Au- 
gust maneuvers, as he did those last 
May, in which 70,000 Regular Army- 
troops took part. 

The May war games were outlined 
along the standard line of warfare, 
with the infantry the keystone of 
attack and defense. They ended 
disastrously for the numerically su- 

perior Blue Army, bringing from 
generals who served as umpires some 

critical comment on the whole pres- 
ent-day Army staff, equipment and 
training. 

A different plan of attack and de- 
fense is expected to be used in the 
approaching practices, with troops 
utilizing as much as possible the 
lessons of lightning warfare used in 
the present European conflict. 

The August r/ar games here are 
the largest of a series to be held 
throughout the Nation by Regular 
Army troops and the National 
Guard. 

If Your Dentist Hurts You Try 

DR. FIELD 
PLATE EXPERT 

Double 

Suction 
1 guarantee a Tight Fit in any Meath 

Violet Ray Treatment for Pyorrhea 
Extractions $1 and $2. Also Gas 
Plates _$10 to $35 
Gold Crown*__ $6 op 
Fillings $1 ap 

DR. FIELD 
406 7th St. N.W. MEt. 9256 
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Open All Day Tomorrow, 
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MEN'S CLOTHING REDUCED 

Reg. *16.75 Mohair Mixed Suits_*13.75 
Reg. *20 and *25 Tropical Worsteds_*16.75 
Reg. *30 Tropical Worsted Suits_*21.75 

MEN'S SPORTS WEAR REDUCED 
Reg. *16.50 Sport Coats_*13.75 

Reg. *7.50 Sport Slacks_*4.95 
Reg. *3 Sanforized Slacks (3 for S6.50)_*2.19 
Reg. *2 Sanforized Slacks (3 for $4.25) __*1.49 

Reg. *5 Sport Ensembles_*3.69 

Reg. *3.50 Sport Shirts_ (3 for $5) _* 1.69 

Reg. *1 Sport Shirts_ (3 for $2 69c 

Reg. *1.95 Bathing Trunks_*1.49 

Reg. *2.95 Bathing Trunks_*2.39 

Reg. *3.95 Bathing Trunks_*3.29 

MEN'S FURNISHINGS - SHOES 

Reg. *1.65 Patterned Shirts(3 for $4.25)A 1.49 

j Reg. *1.95 White and Patterned 
Shirts- (3 for $5) *1.69 

Reg. 50c Hose- (6 for $2.25) 39c 
! Reg. 35c Hose- (6 for $1.50) 27c 

Reg. 75c Neckwear- (4 for $2) 53c 

| Reg. $1 Neckwear- (3 for $2.25) 79c 

Reg. *1.50 Neckwear-(3 for $3.50) *1.19 

| Reg. 75c Sport Belts_39c 
Reg. 50c B. V. D. Shirts and Shorts_33c 
Reg. *2 Washable Robes_*1.69 
Reg. *3.50 Washable Robes_*3.09 
Reg. *6 Washable Robes_*4.29 
Reg. *5 Sport Shoes_*3.35 
Reg. *1 Suspenders- (2 for $1) 55c 
Reg. *2 Pajamas- (3 for $5) _*1.69 
Reg. *2.50 Pajamas- (3 for $6) _*2.09 

MANY OTHER ITEMS REDUCED 
Be Early for Better Selection 

4 Open a Charge Account 

MONTHS TO PAY 
Wo Cash Down—Wo Extras* to Pay 


