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Further Defense Steps 
There can be no doubt of the 

determination and readiness of the 
American people to take whatever 
steps are necessary to make our 
defense ramparts as impregnable as 
our dollars, our manpower, our 
material resources and our military 
genius will permit. Congress, re- 

flecting this spirit of an aroused 
Nation, may be relied upon to grant 
promptly the additional five billions 
of dollars for defense which Presi- 
dent Roosevelt has indicated he will 
request within a few days. 

Most of these billions will be used 
for supplying the Army with the 
Implements of war it needs to meet 
the growing threat to American 
security. But implements of war are 
of little avail unless there is a suffi- 
ciency of manpower to use them to 
the maximum degree of effectiveness. 
It Is appropriate, therefore, that the 
President should be preparing a spe- 
cial message to Congress on the vital 
subject of compulsory military train- 
ing. There is no other sure and 
equitable way of providing the re- 
serve man power that must be 
instantly available for action in an 

emergency; no better means of guar- 
anteeing that the enormous amounts 
being spent for the Army and Navy 
will constitute an investment that 
will yield proper returns. 

The supplemental appropriation, 
It was indicated at the White House, 
will provide for a drastic expan- 
sion of the Army, especially a 

strengthening of its weaker spots— 
the air arm, the mechanized units and 
the artillery. Although full details 
are not available, it is reported that 
much of the money would be devoted 
to increasing production facilities 
for aircraft, tanks, guns and other 
equipment badly needed by our 

growing land forces. It will take 
huge sums to convert peacetime fac- 
tories into armament plants or to 
build additional ones. New tools and 
dies must be fashioned, new ma- 
chines built, new skills developed 
among workmen. Private industry 
cannot be expected to bear this 
burden without Federal assistance, 
for when the emergency has passed, 
the facilities for producing instru- 
ments of war will be of little value 
for commercial manufacture. Once 
the facilities for speedy production 
of war machines have been estab- 
lished, however, the Nation as a 
whole will derive the benefits not 
only of the material output of the 
factories but of the greatly increased 
security which comes from produc- 
tive capacity alone. It was the 
inadequacy of this productive capac- 
ity which played an important part 
in the downfall of France and which 
aggravates the danger facing Eng- 
land today. 

America must act quickly to gear 
her own industrial machine to the 
demands of the present emergency. 
And paralleling the production of 
machines of war there should be a 
broad program of universal training 
for the production of men skilled in 
their use. 

Carol in Despair 
The independence that King Carol 

maintained for his nation after the 
outbreak of the war now has vir- 
tually disappeared with his appoint- 
ment of a cabinet of pro-German 
Iron Guardists and anti-Semites, 
signifying the subjection of Rumania 
to German influence. 

Carol has made a last desperate 
effort to save his kingdom from total 
oblivion, blit in doing so he places his 
people in a state of servitude from 
which escape will be extremely diffi- 
cult. By constructing a government 
wholly of pro-Nazi elements, the 
King attempts to escape the clutches 
of Stalin by flying into the arms of 
Hitler. He appears confident that if 
the Soviet Union attempts to in- 
fringe further upon Rumania’s sov- 

ereignty, Germany, now intrenched 
in the Balkan kingdom, will make 
the cause of Rumanian defense her 
own. 

There may be more than a slight 
connection between this maneuver 
of the Balkan’s former playboy, the 
expulsion of Britons, who were pre- 
pared to destroy Rumania's oil wells 
in case of an invasion, and the re- 

ported new Soviet demands for con- 
trol of bridges over the Prut and 
Danube Rivers. 

If Russia has made such demands, 
that fact would go far to confirm the 
suspicions felt when Russia acquired 
Northern Bucovina, as well as 

Bessarabia, that the Soviet’s real 
objective was domination of the 
Balkans rather than merely the re- 

covery of territory lost after the first 
World War. Rumania’s dismissal of 
the oil sabotage experts signifies in 
its turn the ifitention of Bucharest to 
remove every obstacle to complete 
German exploitation of her oil 
resources. 

As long as Rumania keeps a 

supply of oil flowing to the Reich, 
supporting Germany in the fight to 
which Rumania is now unofficially a 

party, the latter’s chances of escap- 
ing the horrors of war are good. 
But if anything should happen to 
hamper that flow—such as destruc- 
tion during a Russian invasion or a 
slow-down of production—Rumania 
may find herself faced with the 
necessity of yielding to full-fledged 
German supervision of her internal 
affairs. So the relative security she 
has won now may be only a stepping 
stone to the status of a German 
protectorate. 

As an independent and self- 
respecting neutral, Rumania was 
free to pursue her own policy in de- 
fense of her own interests, wherever 
they might lie. Under the pro- 
German Gigurtu government Ruma- 
nia can be nothing more nor less 
than a pawn for Germany, a tool for 
German policy and a laborer for the 
greater glory and prosperity of the 
totalitarian Reich. 

Civil Service Needs 
President Roosevelt is taking a 

step designed to strengthen the civil 
service system by re-creating the 
Council of Personnel Administration 
within the Civil Service Commission 
to act in an advisory and planning 
capacity, but the fullest possibilities 
of the project are not going to be 
realized until the executive agencies 
are staffed throughout by civil serv- 
ice personnel, instead of a mixture 
of merit and patronage appointees. 

Two simple remedies will effect 
this improvement: The Ramspeck 
bill, to permit the inclusion under 
civil service of thousands of posi- 
tions that are exempt by law, 
should be speeded to final passage, 
and the President then should sup- 
plement this legislation by exercis- 
ing his authority to bring into the 
competitive system a group of about 
five thousand upper-bracket posi- 
tions. 

The Ramspeck bill, which passed 
the House in February, has been 
indefensibly delayed in the Senate, 
where it was held up in the Civil 
Service Committee four months. 
Once it is approved, the President 
will be in a better position to act on 
the executive order positions. It is 
understood that recommendations 
for putting these under civil service 
finally have been shaped up by a 

special committee, headed by Su- 

preme Court Justice Stanley F. Reed, 
which has been studying the matter 
a year and a half, and it seems 

advisable that the non-civil service 
positions be considered * in their 

entirety as they are fitted into the 
merit system framework. 

To be effective, civil service must 
be a career service, but that goal is 
not to be attained so long as any 
appointment can turn on politics or 

other form of preferment rather 
than the fitness of the applicant. 
The President, believing the Council 
of Personnel Administration a neces- 

sity, set it up as a part of the com- 
mission after Congress had denied 
funds to maintain it as an inde- 
pendent agency. It is to be hoped 
that he now insists on passage of the 
Ramspeck bill without further delay, 
to carry through to a conclusion the 
ambitious civil service reform pro- 
gram launched two years ago. 

Conquest and Diplomacy 
Germany’s demand for withdrawal 

of United States and presumably 
other neutral diplomatic missions 
from Norway, Belgium, Luxembourg 
and the Netherlands indicates that 
Hitler may be planning the perma- 
nent subjugation of those nations to 
his rule. There had been specula- 
tion that he might permit local 
governments to function with a 
show of independence in the invaded 
countries, even though their deci- 
sions were guided from Berlin. But 
the recent announcement that any 
diplomatic business of neutral 
nations with the four German- 
occupied states must be conducted 
through Berlin after July 15 leads to 
the conclusion that Nazi plans con- 

template virtual absorption of their 
victims into the Reich. 

Apparently the four latest coun- 
tries to lose their independence to 
the German conquerors will occupy 
a status slightly different from that 
of Poland, where Hitler excluded 
all foreign government representa- 
tives, even consular officials, after 
March 20. Consular establishments 
will be permitted to remain in Nor- 
way, Belgium, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands, according to the Ger- 
man Foreign Office announcement. 
The United States withdrew its 
consular representation from War- 
saw only under protest, emphasizing 
that this left American citizens in 
Poland without any representatives 
of their Government to turn to for 
assistance and protection. Although 
our consular establishments are not 
affected by the latest order, the 
State Department is not expected to 
acquiesce without making it plain 
that we do not recognize that Ger- 

many has any right to take over the 
foreign relations of governments it 
has subjected by force. 

It is significant that Denmark 
continues in a status different from 
that of any other country taken 
over by German invaders, with both 
diplomatic and consular missions of 
neutral nations permitted to con- 

tinue functioning there. Obviously, 
Hitler is trying to create the impres- 
sion of kind treatment for nations 
who yield to his demands without 
resistance. France is in a different 

category altogether, with a govern- 
ment independent In name only 
continuing to rule in the small part 
of the nation not occupied by Ger- 
man forces pending negotiation of 
final peace. 

As a practical matter, it probably 
will make little difference whether 
our envoys remain in Brussels, the 
Hague and Oslo, since they would 
have no opportunity to deal with an 

independent government as long as 
the Nazis retain control there. How- 
ever, we are bound by long-estab- 
lished policy not to recognize the 
legality of German control by 
force. Under that policy, we will 
continue to recognize the Belgian, 
Norwegian, Netherlands and Luxem- 
bourg envoys here and retain on the 
rolls our envoys to their governments 
even if they are not able to serve at 
their posts. Our policy in such 
cases was outlined by Undersecretary 
of State Sumner Welles when he 
termed German subjugation of 
Czecho-Slovakia last year the “tem- 
porary” extinguishment of “the 
liberties of a free and independent 
people.” 

Plattsburg Camps 
Giving a practical proof of their 

desire to contribute to the Natien’s 
defense, three thousand business and 
professional men have signed up for 
a month’s military training this 
summer in camps conducted by the 
War Department. The training 
course for the Third Corps area 
opens today at Fort Meade, Mary- 
land. Ranging in age from twenty- 
one to fifty, the enrollees, many of 
them civic leaders in their respective 
communities, will pay their own 

expenses. For Uncle Sam is offering 
no free vacations, and there will be 
plenty of hard work for all. 

Largely through the efforts of the 
late General Leonard Wood, one of 
the pioneers in the campaign for 
national preparedness, a military 
training camp for businessmen was 
established at Plattsburg Barracks, 
on the shores of historic Lake Cham- 
plain, in August, 1915. The World 
War was then entering its second 
year, and far-sighted Americans 
were turning their attention to the 
inadequacy of our defenses, and our 
lack of a military policy. Under the 
direction of regular officers, the 
Plattsburg “rookies” were given a 
month of intensive military train- 
ing. The camp had two major pur- 
poses. Oen was to afford a group 
of civilian leaders an opportunity to 
learn the rudiments of soldiering, 
and the other was to arouse the 
public to the need for military pre- 
paredness. Out of the “Plattsburg 
idea” came the citizens’ military 
training movement. 

The business and professional men 
who go to camp this month are prob- 
ably under no illusion that a soldier 
can be trained for the exacting 
requirements of modern war in 
thirty days. The Plattsburg camps 
will not solve the problem of 
national defense. They will serve 
nevertheless a useful purpose. Those 
who have volunteered for these 
courses are setting a commendable 
example, and if the Government 
later needs their services, the train- 
ing they have received will stand 
them in good stead. 

The Citizens’ Military Training 
I Camps Association, in a resolution 

approved this week, has urged Con- 
gress and the War Department to 
provide training courses in Septem- 
ber for eighteen thousand more 
business and professional men. Until 
a system of selective compulsory 
military service is established, to give 
the United States an adequate 
reserve of trained manpower, the 
Government should provide military 
instruction for all citizens who wish 
to prepare themselves for possible 
emergency service. 

Mosquito Census 
Not much has been heard recently 

of boondoggling, and some may have 
thought that it was a thing of the 
past. If so, their attention is called 
to a perfect example—the impend- 
ing employment, by the Iowa State 
Health Department of nine workers 
as Federal n\osquito census takers 
along the Mississippi. 

Nine unsung, but hardly unstung, 
heroes will fare forth along this 
historic waterway on a combined mis- 
sion of counting the enemy and put- 
ting a dent in the taxpayers’ roll. 
Starting from scratch, and also con- 

tinuing with it, the nine young men 

of the mosquito fleet will wend their 
weary way through swamps and 
cane brakes. Defensive equipment 
such as citronella will be taboo, as 

it would tend to drive away the foe 
before they could be counted, but 
they will be armed certainly with 
notebooks and perhaps with pocket 
adding machines, as it would be dis- 
astrous to go to all that trouble only 
to get the wrong count, especially if 
the enemy’s strength were under- 
estimated. The difficulties are seri- 
ous, but will finally be overcome; 
after which the American public 
will be in possession of vital infor- 
mation as to just how many mosqui- 
toes are at home on Old Man River. 

Britain decides that, after all, it 
will recruit men for service in the 
Far East and other outlying posses- 
sions. Good—it might even be that 
the last man to enroll in her fur- 
thest-flung colony could be the de- 
ciding factor in proving the declara- 
tion that Britons never, never, never 
will be slaves. 

Certain sects are told, and firmly 
believe, that the end of the world 
again is at f^ind. These terminations 
remind one of the farewell concert 
tours of the late Adelina Patti. 

The saddest of sayings to remem- 

ber: “They might have stopped him 
last September.” 

Suggests Co-ordinator 
For Volunteer Effort 

Writer Says Director of 
Civil Enterprises 
Is Wanted 

To the Editor of The Star: t 
Millions of Americans are awake to 

the peril in which their way of life has 

been placed by tyranny’s triumphs in 

Europe. Their fears and their will to 

resist lead them to seek, almost franti- 

cally, some channel through which they 
can lend their personal efforts even in 

spare hours, to perfecting the national 

defense. A feeling of nervous futility 
saps the morale and disturbs the bal- 
ance of all who cannot find a practical 
outlet for this powerful reaction against 
the bloody and ruthless program of the 
dictators of Germany and Italy. They 
have a vital need of leadership which 
will unite them physically and morally 
in preparation to meet what they know 
may be their greatest and their final 
war of independence. 

The country cannot afford to let these 
aroused energies turn back upon them- 
selves in criticism of the slowness of de- 
fense without mobilization. They prompt- 
ly must be directed into constructive 
fields of preparation; or that which is 
now a common and noble impulse to 
work for the preservation of individual 
liberties will drive them to quarrel 
among themselves. A union of thought 
and effort is only possible among peo- 
ple at work for the cause in which they 
believe. Millions who cannot partici- 
pate directly in armament production or 

enlist in the military establishment have 
the most urgent personal need of direc- 
tion as to how they can help. The 
answer is a co-ordinator or director of 
civilian volunteer activities for defense 
to be attached if possible to the National 
Defense Council. 

His specific functions would be: 1. 
To determine the extent to which the 
usual items of war relief—bandages, 
clothing and food—are required by refu- 
gees and captives in the conquered de- 
mocracies, and co-ordinate the efforts 
of private volunteer war relief agencies 
with those of the Red Cross and the 
Government itself. 2. To estimate the 
probable food shortage in captive areas 

due to the halting or destruction of 
agriculture by war operations, and to 
outline the extent to which individual 
gardening and canning by volunteers in 
America can meet the menace of famine 
among peoples in Europe who made their 
sacrifices for the same ideals and whose 
survival is important to us. 3. To pre- 
pare to replace in civil life the mecha- 
nicians and skilled labor which rapidly 
will be drawn into armament production 
and special military training. 4. To 
acquaint volunteer groups with modern 
methods of mechanical attack by air, 
land or sea, and the known means of 
protecting civilians without impeding 
operations of the defending forces. 5. To 
acquaint volunteer groups of men over 

40 with the nature of modern weapons 
and the means of organizing interior de- 
fenses. 6. Supervision and co-ordination 
of the propaganda of privately organized 
groups, and surveillance of subversive 
propaganda, some of which may be in- 
nocent and misguided patriotism. 7. 
Surveillance of fifth column activities 
through the widely scattered volunteer 
groups. 

These are only a few of the number- 
less useful activities which a co-ordina- 
tor might suggest to those who feel the 
immediate need of personal effort in the 
common cause. From day to day the 
Government itself will find uses for vol- 
unteer help outside of the budgeted pro- 
gram of defense. 

National unity through participation 
in needed work for the Nation is the 
keystone of this suggestion. 

July 2. C. LAW WATKINS. 

Urges Secretary Hull 
For Nomination. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

Democrats should not forget that 
Tennessee has the best-fitted man to 
carry on the great work of the present 
administration in foreign affairs—Cor- 
dell Hull, Secretary of State. 

Certainly the world situation is so 

critical as to make experience and 
familiarity with foreign affairs a primary 
requisite in choosing a candidate for 
President. 

Mr. Willkie claims to be in substantial 
accord with the Hull and Roosevelt 
foreign policy, but he is wholly without 
experience in this important respect. 

Mr. Hull has experience. He could 
carry on without any break in con- 

tinuity and without violating any of our 
great traditions. HENRY E. COLTON. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
July 1. 

Wants President Roosevelt 
To Be Candidate Again. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

Will you spare me a little space in 
your paper to express what I and nun- 
dreds of others hope and pray for, that 
our President will run again and be 
elected? In this whole United States 
there is not a man, on either side, who 
can do what he is doing at such a criti- 
cal time. If Congress had allowed his 
plans of protection and other necessary 
measures he wanted to carry through 
sorrte five years ago, W'e would be fully 
prepared for an emergency today. 

This is no time to change Presidents, 
even if there were one as good. 

FAIR PLAY. 

Star Criticized for 
Publishing Letter. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

I have before me a letter printed In a 

recent issue of The Star, in which the 
writer eulogizes Hitler. 

I am amazed that The Star gives pub- 
licity to such a letter in the face of 
world-wide criticism of this monster, 
which criticism is fully justified by all 
the misery he has wrought. I^is safe to 
say that the writer’s opinion is contrary 
to that of nearly all Americans and of 
all loyal Americans, who are admittedly 
not neutral. 

Any one who has the audacity to 
write such a letter during these times 
is either a fifth columnist or an open 
sympathizer and should be dealt with 
accordingly. This is no time to mince 
words with such individuals. 

Why you should print such a letter I 
cannot understand when you almost 
daily condemn Nazi-ism and emphasize 
the need of defense against subversive 
elements. There can be no better world 
order, such as the writer envisages, until 
Hitlerism is crushed. 

June 23. HENRY LEBACH. 

THIS AND THAT 
• —i 

By Charles E. Tracewell. 

“FOURTEENTH STREET S.E. 
“Dear Sir: 
“We enjoy your article This and That, 

and never fail to read it. I would so 
like to tell you about the song Mr. and 
Mrs. Redbreast sang to me, how they 
helped me over what seemed a darkest 
hour. 

“Having lost all earthly possessions 
during the depression, and at an age 
when retirement seemed just around the 
comer, many sleepless nights trying to 
think of some way to earn bread and 
butter- 

“One morning a flutter of wings and 
a robin looked in the window, saying 
'Cheer up, dearie, cheer up. We live in 
a world that knows no depressfon—full 
of gold, silver, plenty to eat, water, land, 
trees and grass, a living for every one. 

“‘If we mismanage and fail,’ con- 
tinued the robin, ‘the blame is ours— 
and it is indeed a privilege to live upon 
God’s beautiful earth. He will care for 
all who trust Him. So cheer up, cheer 
up!’ 

“I spoke aloud in answer and said, 
‘I will try.’ 

“Cordially yours, P. H. B.’’ 
* * * * 

How long ago the so-called depression 
seems! 

Maybe the black hours of 1940, in ten 
years’ time, will seem as far away. 

These talking birds we have been hear- 
ing about here, over the weeks, from 
delivering good “pep’’ talks, as above, 
to singing “The Star Spangled Banner,” 
as recently, or asking about the ear- 
ache of another bird, really do their bit 
in a war-torn world. 

Especially when they remind us of 
that good dish, bread and butter. 

* * * * 

Probably most of us have food pat- 
terns which seem just about right. 

To some persons a thick, juicy beef- 
steak is the crown of the art of cooking. 

To some ladies, we know, whipped 
cream is “tops.” Or maybe one of these 
rabbit-type salads. 

Fried chicken, now—there you have 
something. But for solid comfort to the 
inards, few dishes equal bread and milk, 
or just plain bread and butter. 

This appeal is partly mental, no doubt. 
Unless you are really hungry-, the mind 
plays a big part. If you really are 

hungry, perhaps not as much. 
* * * * 

“Some way to earn bread and butter.” 
Bread and butter has been so univer- 

sally used that it has come to stand for 
food. 

This is well enough. One might live 
for a long time on real bread and butter. 
Just how- long only an experiment 
would prove, and even then there would 
be so many factors entering in that 
it would be difficult to say. 

If the bread used contained all the 
elements in wheat, there would be more 
protein, and thus the lack of it would 
not be so great as if denatured bread 
were used. 

The butter, if good butter, would sup- 
ply certain vitamins and fat for heat. 
But that lack of protein, In time, would 
prove the eater’s undoing. If a woman, 
as reported recently, could live for 10 
years on nothing but lollypops, no doubt 
the experimenter might live for 20 years 
on bread and butter and nothing else. 

Bread and milk, by supplying a su- 

perior type of protein, would enable an 

experimenter to last a great deal longer. 
* * * * 

Had the robin spoken of cold milk and 
pumpkin pie, now, he would have hit on 

a good combination, too. 
This, also, is a dish whose appeal 

comes down from childhood. 
Childhood's favorite combinations have 

to be good, to hold through the ages. 
There was sugar on hot buttered bread. 

That went over big, in the days of long 
ago, but how many of us have ever 
tried it since? 

Bread and milk and bread and butter 
are combinations which survive because 
they are good. Used in a good average 
mixed diet, they hit the spot. 

♦ * * * 

The robin’s favorite dish? 
It is not our favorite, but it suits him, 

8nd he may be seen looking for it on 

every lawn in town. 
He is, indeed, a cheery fellow. If any 

bird could be thought to deliver ser- 

mons to humans, he would be the one, 
with his confident air and vigorous ways. 

His song is just suited to interpreta- 
tion, being of a recitative nature—that 
is, a flow of sounds without any set song 
pattern. 

You know how the big fat soprano 
comes on the stage, in grand opera, and 
sings around, with orchestra accom- 
paniment, for several minutes, before 
launching into her song or aria. 

The recitative, or recitatif, is musical 
declamation or recitation, as opposed to 
strict melody. It aims to be a sort of 
musical colloquialism. 

It takes the strain off the audience, 
in the main, but not from all listeners. 
Some operagoers, were they honest, 
would admit that they never quite get 
used to recitative. It always sounds 
silly. There are some excellent examples 
in ail operas, but particularly in Mas- 
cagni’s “Cavalleria Rusticana.” 

* * * * 

It is not at all odd for a human, in 
an unusually emotional state, to inter- 
pret the songs of birds. 

It is quite possible, for these songs 
without words are just waiting for the 
imaginative to put words to them. 

Imagination, then, supplies the words, 
when the mind is heightened by some- 

thing unexpected. 
Birds actually remind us, when we 

stop to consider them, of God's world, 
not man’s political world. 

What a mess man has made of his 
world politically! Maybe some day this 
era will strike surviving man, if any of 
us are left, as strange and queer to a 
degree which it never was before and 
never will be again. 

Letters to the Editor 
Discusses World Obligations 
Of United States. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

America’s continued recognition of the 
German government constitutes, in the 
comity of nations, tacit acquiescence in 
the triumph of the lex talionis and ac- 

ceptance of the pretensions of irrespon- 
sible force to impose its will against the 
dictates of right and justice. 

The dissolution of the French consti- 
tution by German arms and the reduc- 
tion of the French nation to semi-vas- 
salage emphasized the feebleness of the 
law of nations and the responsibilities 
of the United States as a guardian and 
trustee of civilization. 

If England were to be defeated, among 
the potentialities for France would be 
the permanent lass of its liberties by 
the French people in a restoration of the 
Bourbons, who would be bound to the 
German European camp, from which 
they would regain the crown. They and 
their German lords would endeavor to 
alienate the sympathies of the French 
people from the United States by pre- 
tending that America failed France from 
the beginning of the war to its humili- 
ating end. 

These conditions and possibilities, bod- 
ing ill for the world, America's neutrality 
law continues to assist. The duty of the 
United States in this situation does not 
relate to the territories of Europe; they 
concern rights that are unlvfhsal and 
that are not respected by the powers of 
prey; fights of men and of nations that 
required for their realization endless 
centuries of war and sacrifice by nations 
the world around. Only the British com- 
monwealth is fighting today against the 
challengers of the rights of man and 
nations, to maintain in the earth justice 
and freedom. EDWARD CONN. 

June 24. 

CalLs for Extensive Aid 
To Great Britain. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

The potential and real dangers to our 

country become more evident by the hour 
with the success of Hitler and Mussolini. 
Our property and liberties and our form 
of Government have not been in so 

perilous a position since 1776. There is 
not a man, woman or child in America 
who will not be seriously affected imme- 
diately, and possibly forever, if they suc- 

ceed. Our vaunted liberties and our 

vaunted wealth and might are faced with 
destruction if we do not act at once and 
in a definite, businesslike manner to aid 
Great Britain. 

Should Hitler and Mussolini succeed 
in destroying England, they can destroy 
us in two ways: 

First, they could proclaim to the world 
that they have all they wish and are 

ready to join all nations in a disarma- 
ment congress. If all nations, including 
the totalitarians, should disarm they 
could destroy us by destroying our 

commerce. 
How could America produce goods to 

be sold abroad, paying men $7 to $14 a 

day working six hours and compete with 
countries who pay their men $1 a day 
and work them 10 hours? They could 
sell a watch at a profit for $3 that would 
cost our manufacturers $10 to produce 
and our industries would have to close 
down, our mechanics would walk the 
streets and demand relief, and such con- 

Letters to the Editor must 
bear the name and address of 
the writer, although the use of 
a pseudonym for publication is 
permissible. The Star reserves 
the right to edit all letters with 
a view to condensation. 

ditions would bring about a rebellion and 
establish Hitler's fifth column through- 
out our Nation. 

Second, if they continue as they have in 
the past 10 years they can develop South 
Africa, build their factories, produce 
their submarines, planes and sea power 
at bases on South Africa opposite Brazil 
and after a few years of peace and pros- 
perity can take any and all of South 
America that they want within a short 
time—after that Mexico. They could 

I then tell us where to go and how to get 
there. 

What to do about it? One thing and 
do it now. Mobilize our entire industry 
and labor—at once—to produce better, 
bigger and faster pursuit, bombing and 
scout planes and build them b$ the thou- 
sands and sell or give them to the Brit- 
ish. Do this until the British are superior 
by 50 per cent in the air. Take politics 
out of this matter, make it a treason for 
any one high or low to play politics with 
our destinies. Also make it a treasonable 
offense to strike during the production 
of these defense measures. Congress 
should by all means stay in session and 
do its duty. Put on a sales tax so 
that every American can contribute to 
our defense and liberty and they will 
appreciate it more. 

Every dollar spent now will save us 10. 
Every plane sent will aid in saving your 
child and my child from serfdom and 
will aid and preserve for them justice, 
equity, respett for law and order and a 

right to free worship. For God's sake 
let us not bicker and play politics as 

England and France did lest we suffer a 

similar fate. OSCAR WILKINSON. 
July 1. 

Objects to Criticism 
Of Sidney Hillman. 
To tne Editor ot The Star: 

I hope that certain members of the 
House will not repeat their recent state- 
ments reflecting on the character and 
integrity of Sidney Hillman, labor mem- 

ber of the National Defense Advisory 
Commission. In describing him as a 

“radical” they impute a form of un- 

Americanism that is unfair. 
I have had 25 years’ experience as a 

commissioner of conciliation, having 
served on the Massachusetts board and 
in the United States Department of 
Labor, which put me in contact with 
labor representatives and employers in 
all industries. Such contacts gave me 

opportunities to appraise the minds and 
motives of men. I reached the conclu- 
sion long ago that Mr. Hillman was a 

“straight shooter,” that his word was 

good, that a contract he sanctioned 
would not be violated. 

As a result of his personal supervision 
the important labor organization of 
which he is president (Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers) is one of the best 
disciplined in the labor movement. 
Wherever its trade agreements are exist- 
ing there will be found the best in- 
surance an industry can have against 
radicalism and breaches of industrial 
peace. CHARLES G. WOOD. 

July 1. 

Haskin's Answers 
To Readers' Questions 

By Frederic J. Haskin. 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred- 
eric J. Haskin, director, Washington, 
D. C. Please inclose stamp for reply. 
Q. Is it true that the candidacy of 

Wendell Willkie started from a want ad 
In a newspaper?—F. C. B. 

A. Oren Root, a young attorney in 
New York, put a notice in the want ad 
section of one of the New York news- 

papers, requesting any one in favor of 
Mr. Willkie for President to respond. He 
got so many replies that Mr. Willkie* 
extraordinary campaign was soon under 
way. In his speech before the National 
Press Club Mr. Willkie stated that he 
had paid all of his personal expenses out 
of his own pocket and had not used any 
of the money raised by Mr. Root. 

Q. Would you please inform me as 
to the number of Catholic and Jewish 
soldiers in the American Expeditionary 
Force in the World War?—I. L. 

A. The total number of the armed 
force of the United States during the 
World War was 4,800,000. Of these, 
about 1,000,000 were Roman Catholics 
and 200,000 Jewish. 

Q. Who was the first President of the 
United States to wear long trousers?— 
R. M. 

A. Thomas Jefferson. 

Q. What exiled monarchs are now 
living in England?—L. M. 

A. Former Emperor Haile Selassie of 
Ethiopia, Queen Wilhelmina of the 
Netherlands, King Zog of Albania and 
King Haakon of Norway have sought 
refuge in England. 

Q Which ton is used for shipping in 
the United States and England?—R. L. 

A. The lofig ton, of 2.240 pounds 
avoirdupois, which is called also gross 
ton or shipper's ton. This Is the ton 
most commonly used in England gen- 
erally. The short ton of 2.000 pounds is 
used more in the United States, in Cana- 
da, in South Africa and in Liverpool, 
England. 

Q. Where are the most important 
iron deposits in Europe?—M. M. E. 

A. In order of size these are: The 
great iron field of the Lorraine Basin, 
in northeastern France and Luxembourg: 
the Krivoi Rog district in the Southern 
Ukraine, in Russia, and the famous 
Norbotten district in Northern Sweden. 
It was the latter that made the capture 
of the port of Narvik. Norway, such a 

prize. It is the largest single known 
deposit in the world. 

Q. Please give some information about 
the explosion in Halifax Harbor.—B. S. 

A. The explosion occurred on Decem- 
ber 6, 1917. It was caused by the colli- 
sion of two ships, one carrying a cargo 
of war munitions. The north end of the 
city and Dartmouth on the east side of 
the harbor were devastated. Besides 
1.158 dead and 4.000 injured, 20,000 
were rendered homeless. Some 1,600 
buildings were destroyed and 12,000 
damaged. The property loss were esti- 
mated at $50,000,000. 

Q. Can ivy poisoning be acquired 
merely by passing to the windward side 
of a poison ivy plant?—C. D. 

A. Small oil particles containing the 
i poison are carried on dust and pollen 

through the air, and a person may be 

j poisoned in this fashion under some cir- 
cumstances. 

Q. How many electors were there in 
the first presidential election?—O. E. S. 

A. The first election of a President 
was called for on September 13, 1788. 
By that time, eleven of the original States 
had ratified the Constitution. North 
Carolina and Rhode Island had not yet 
ratified and took no part in the first 
election. The eleven States were advised 
to choose electors, who should meet the 
following January in their respective 
States and cast their electoral ballots. 
There would have been 91 electors if all 
States had been in the Union. As it 
finally developed. New York did not 
choose any electors, and two electors 
each in Virginia and Maryland w’ere 

absent when the electoral college met. 
These absences, with the two missing 
States, left 69 electors who actually voted. 
George Washington was elected Presi- 
dent. 

Haskin Service 
To Star Readers 

A reader can obtain the answer to 
any question of fact by writing to The 
Evening Star Information Service, Fred- 
eric J. Haskin, director, Washington, 
D. C., sending stamps for reply. 

Inclose 10 cents in coin, wrapped In 
this clipping, for a copy of: 

Care of the Feet 
A 32-page booklet containing authori- 

tative general information on selection 
of correct shoes and stockings, foot 
hygiene and proper exercises for 
strengthening the feet. 

Name _ 

Address__ 

To My Mother 
Because, you love these, I have cherished 

them; 
New leaves’ pink fingers opening to 

the light; 
A deep red tulip on its bending stem, 

Frail dogwood blossoms, new-blown, 
wide and white. 

These things are dear to me because of 
you; 

Thin China cups where, like a clear 
light, lingers 

Your gracious touch; tall crystal goblets, 
too. 

Have known the kindness of your 
warm, dear fingers. 

Because these have a place within your 
soul, 

They have been made more precious 
in my sight; 

A bird-song heard at twilight, the blue 
roll 

Of hills against the stars of early 
night. 

Life’s lovely things, my dear, must alwavs 
be, 

Because you love them, doubly dear to 
me. 

BEATRICE RAW. 
| 


