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What It Does 
Chairman Sumners has called a 

meeting of the House Judiciary 
Committee for tomorrow, at which 
time a favorable report is anticipated 
on the Sumners resolution proposing 
an amendment to the Constitution 
conferring upon Congress the power 
to provide for the people of the Dis- 
trict voting representation in Con- 
gress and the Electoral College "no 
greater than that of the people of 
the United States"; the power to 
delegate to such government as 

Congress may establish in the Dis- 
trict "all or any of its power" over 
the District, and providing that the 
citizens of the District shall enjoy 
with the citizens of States equal 
rights in the Federal courts. 

The best statement of the argu- 
ments in support of this resolution 
Is the summary of the Senate Dis- 
trict Committee report of 1922, favor- 
ing a resolution by the late Senator 
Jones of Washington for a somewhat 
similar though more detailed amend- 
ment of the Constitution. 

That summary is reprinted here: 
"The proposed constitutional 

amendment does not reduce the 
power of Congress in respect to the 
Capital, but adds a new power; it 
does not propose the admission of 
the District into the Union as a 

sovereign State; it does not propose 
the destruction of the TO miles 
square’ provision of the Constitu- 
tion; it does not lessen in the small- 
est degree the control by the Nation 
through Congress of what remains of 
the TO miles square’; it does not 
disturb in any way the financial rela- 
tion of Nation and Capital; it is not 
based upon either the abolition or 
retention of the half-and-half law; 
it does not propose or involve 
changes in the municipal govern- 
ment of the District. 

"It plans to bestow upon the 437,- 
000 (now 663,153) Americans of the 
District a distinctive, basic right of 
the American citizen—in a govern- 
ment of the people by the people for 
the people—in a government which 
roots its justice in consent of the 
governed—in a representative gov- 
ernment which inseparably couples 
taxation and arms bearing as a sol- 
dier with representation. 

"This distinctive American privi- 
lege decorates the American with a 

badge of honor and arms him with 
power. Its lack slurs the Washing- 
tonian as unfit and defective, and 
slurs the Nation as in this respect 
un-American and impotent. 

What the amendment proposes is 
equitable in itself and compulsory 
in accordance with American princi- 
ples and traditions. 

“It gives to residents of the District 
rights and privileges which, under 
our scheme of Government, belong 
to all who pay national taxes and 
fight as national soldiers. 

“It gives to residents of the Dis- 
trict a self-protecting power in the 
national councils which is denied to 
the resident of no other community 
in all of the mainland and contigu- 
ous United States from Maine to 
Texas and from New York to Cali- 
fornia. 

“In the matter of access to the 
Federal courts it raises District resi- 
dents from a lower plane than that 
of aliens to the status of citizens of 
a State. 

“National representation of the 
District will remove from the Nation 

the shame of impotency, 
“It will proclaim to the world that 

the great Republic is as devoted to 

the principles of representative gov- 
ernment and as capable of enforcing 
them as other republics with-capitals 
In nation-controlled districts, like 

Mexico, Brazil and Argentina. These 

nations have not found themselves 
Impotent to give full national repre- 
sentation to the people of their capi- 
tals. 

“It will proclaim to the world that 
the people of Washington are as fit 
to participate in national representa- 
tive government as the people of 
Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires and 
Mexico City. Washington will cease 

to be the only capital in all the 
world whose people, slurred as 

tainted or defective, are unworthy 
to enjoy the same national repre- 
sentation as that enjoyed by all 
other cities of the Nation. 

“Washington will cease to be the 
only American community—numer- 
ous, Intelligent, prosperous, public- 
spirited and patriotic—in all the 

•xpanse of continental and con- 

tiguous United States whose fitness 
to exercise national privileges as 

well as to bear national burdens is 
denied. 

“National representation will clothe 
the Washingtonian with a vital 
American privilege to which he is 
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undeniably in equity entitled; will 
cleanse him of the stigma and stain 
of un-Americanism; and. curing his 
political lmpotency, will arm him 
with a certain power. 

"It will relieve the Nation of the 
shame of un-Amerlcanism at its 
heart and of lmpotency to cure this 
evil. 

"It will inflict no injury or hard- 
ship upon either Nation or Capital 
to counteract these benefits.” 

Progress at Havana 
Advancement of inter-American 

solidarity from a point of general 
policy declarations and readiness to 
consult about common problems and 
dangers whenever emergencies might 
arise to one of agreement in advance 
on joint preventive action of a con- 
crete nature against such perils is 
the outstanding over-all achieve- 
ment of the conference of American 
foreign ministers nearing conclusion 
at Havana. It was made possible 
only by a marked increase in under- 
standing during the discussions last 
week, which naturally led to a greater 
disposition to lay aside national 
jealousies and work together for the 
common good. This strengthening 
of the spirit of inter-American unity 
and its resulting implementation 
with definite plans of action was due 
largely to the skill and patience 
which characterized the work of Sec- 
retary of State Hull. 

mis leauersnip was manifested in 
a thoroughly co-operative manner, 
giving direction to the framing of a 
realistic program that would effec- 
tively discourage and deter attempts 
of the war-making nations of Eu- 
rope to extend their sway to this 
hemisphere, while agreeably accept- 
ing ideas and terminology of others 
to the fullest extent that was in har- 
mony with the fundamental objec- 
tives sought by the United States 
and a majority%of the other Ameri- 
can republics. Development of full 
understanding of the vital necessity 
for presentation by the Americas of 
a united front against threats to 
their independence from abroad 
helped to overcome Argentina’s re- 
luctance to agree to any positive 
action. 

It would have been fatal to their 
security for the American nations 
to have remained complacent about 
the very real dangers confronting 
them, relying upon protestations of 
peace and neutrality to render them 
immune to the fate that has befallen 
so many peace-loving nations in 
other parts of the world. They are 
now serving notice they will act to- 
gether binder concrete plans to pre- 
vent German use of New World 
possessions of conquered European 
countries against their common in- 
terests; to put down activities de- 
signed to undermine any American 
government and to strengthen their 
economic structure to withstand any 
unfair trade pressure# 

This is a satisfactory record of 
accomplishment, one which seems 
to frustrate hopes* in Rome, "Berlin 
and Tokio that intei'-American 
solidarity would crack when con- 
fronted with problems the solution 
of which oalled for united action. 
The mutual understanding and the 
disposition to work severally and 
jointly in a common direction is all- 
important both now and in the com- 

ing months when new and unfore- 
seen dangers may arise. 

Truth Found Again 
Words, it seems, are apt to get 

lost. Fortunately, however, the best, 
the most meaningful of them also 
have a way of being rediscovered. 
A cas'e in point is that of the “Kin- 
dergarten Chats” written by the 
celebrated American architect Louis 
Henri Sullivan at the close of the 
nineteenth century. 

These philosophic studies toere 
printed in 1901. It is not too much 
to say of them that they were pre- 
mature in their appearance. The 

people for whom they were intended 
could not understand them. Four 
decades of experience with wars and 
revolutions and* the disgenic influ- 
ences of continued strife between 
nations and classes were required 
to educate the citizenry of the 
United States to appreciate their 
significance. They were for- 

gotten. Mr. Sullivan finished his 
labors and, in 1924, went to his 
rest. He had enjoyed a noteworthy 
career. The Chicago Auditorium is 
one of his creations, showing his 
vision of a civilization which shall 
have room for all, be inclusive of 
every honorable variation. Largeness 
was characteristic of his spirit. It 
was no accident that “he, more than 
any other man, helped to make of 
the skyscraper America’s greatest 
contribution to architecture.” 

But Mr. Sullivan was equally im- 
pressive as a poet working in the 
medium of prose. In 1934 Charles 
Harris Whitaker excavated these 
lines from his pen, reproduced now 
for reasons sufficiently obvious: “Our 
buildings as a whole are an image 
of our people as a whole, although 
specifically they are the individual 
images of those to whom, as a class, 
the public has delegated and in- 
trusted its power to build • * *. 
Every building tells its own story, 
and tells it plainly. With what 
startling clearness it speaks to the 
attentive ear, how palpable its visage 
is to the open eye, may take you 
some time to perceive. But it is all 
there, waiting for you, just as every 
great truth has waited and waited, 
through the centuries for the man 

with eyes to see • * *. For no people 
can create except in its own sub- 
jective image. Hence what people 
are within, the buildings express 
without, and, inversely, what the 
buildings are objectively is a sure 

index of what the people are sub- 
jectively.” 

Mr. Sullivan—remember, please, 
that the time was not later than 
1901—was disturbed by his knowl- 
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men as hr saw them. "In the light I 
of this dictum,'' he declared, "the 
unhappy, Irrational, heedless, pessi- 
mistic, unlovely, distracted and 
decadent structures which make up 
our contemporaneous architecture, 
point with infallible accuracy the 
qualities in the heart, mind and soul 
of the American people that are un- 

happy, irrational, heedless, pessi- 
mistic, unlovely, distracted and deca- 
dent. The three chief borers of this 
young tree of democracy are, first, In- 
ordinate greed, with all its attendant 
and ramifying evils productive of 

widespread unhappiness; second, the 
inherited feudal element in our 

education, with its attendant poison- 
ing of the faculties to such an extent 
as to render the attainment of 
happiness well-nigh impossible; and 
third, the inability or the unwilling- 
ness of the American individual to 
grasp the great and luminous truth 
that the foundation of democracy 
lies in the individual, in his actual 
personal sense of responsibility and 

accountability, and his distinct will- 
ingness to accept them.” 

Because they are true and have ; 
application to present conditions 
these thoughts are brought forth 

again. This generation, which al- 
ready has learned so much, is 

capable of learning something more 

from them. 

Balkan Bastion 
Several conclusions concerning 

Fuehrer Hitler's motives and policies 
with respect to Southeastern Europe 
can be drawn from current develop- 
ments in that region, particularly in 
his advice to Rumania to settle her 
differences by direct negotiation with 

Hungary and Bulgaria. 
Undoubtedly Hitler sees the specter 

of an expanding Russia drawing too 
close to Germany's “lebensraum” 
and is concerned lest outbreak of 
violence in the Balkans, as the pos- 
sible result of continued unsettle- 
ment in Rumania’s relations with 
her neighbors, give Russia a hew 
opportunity to push further to- 
ward the straits which have lured 
Russian statesmen for generations. 

Rumania, it now appears, is being 
confronted with a virtual order from 
the Fuehrer to make a final settle- 
ment with both Hungary in regard 
to Transylvania and Bulgaria in re- 

gard to Dobruja, and German sup- 
port for the claims of both these 

states—although not for all the Hun- 

garian demand on Transylvania—is 
being made clear enough. 

The practical result of settlement 
of these claims would be the estab- 
lishment of a basis for solidarity 
among Rumania, Hungary and Bui- | 
garia, and perhaps a German-Italian 
guarantee of protection of this terri- 

tory against Soviet Russia. 

Whether Hitler and Mussolini give 
such a pledge or not, it is certain 
that they are going to have to defend 
these three states against Russian 
encroachment if the master of the 
Kremlin—Joseph Stalin—decides to 
send his troops further southward. 
Faced with that necessity, it is 
natural that Germany and Italy 
should seek to unify Southeastern 

Europe not only as a bastion against 
the Soviet, but as an assurance 

against trouble between Rumania 
and Hungary—or Bulgaria. 

The one essential and all-control- 
ling fact about German relations 
with the Balkans is that this region 
is vitally necessary not only to Ger- 

many’s war effort—as a source of 

oil, wheat and other raw materials 
and foodstuffs—but for Germany’s 
domestic welfare as well. The com- 

ing winter is going to be a difficult 
one for Europe. War in the Balkans 
would be ruinous to Germany's econ- 

omy, and hence the pressure on Ru- 
mania to come to terms with Hun- 

gary and Bulgaria. 

Drawback to Commerce 
Rrominent among the old chest- 

nuts of the now nearly defunct 
vaudeville stage v/as the gag about 
the farmer and the railroad sur- 

veyor. When the surveyor, standing 
in the barn with his transit, ex- 

plained that the tracks would be 

right there, the hayseed remarked 
that he would be durned if he would 
get up at all hours of the night to 

open and shut doors every time a 

train came along. 
In a similar spirit a few days ago 

the New York Central said that they 
would be durned if they would move 

their tracks every time Ray Douglas 
wanted to take his nine-foot-high 
motorboat under their eight-foot- 
clearance bridge over Annsville 
Creek; but alas, the courts insisted 
that they do so. The original fran- 
chise called for a drawbridge, and 
the fact that until now no one has 
needed it does not excuse the com- 

pany from the task of tearing up 
supposedly permanent tracks in 

order to hoist the bridge, even for a 

five-dollar boat. 

In this little game Mr. Douglas 
seems to hold the cards. Bluffing he 

may be, but he stands pat before 
the draw and waits for the railroad 
to raise, which they do at a draw- 
back of one hundred and twenty- 
five dollars a day. So far they have 
refused to meet Mr. Douglas’ offer 
to sell for eight hundred dollars. 
Could this refusal be based on a 

desire to avoid a traffic congestion 
in Annsville Creek of hundreds of 
other jallopy motorboats whose main 
requirement is that they be more 

than eight feet high? 

A headline reads “Bacterial Count 
Held Increased by Lipstick.” This is 
no surprise to the ladies; one of its 

purposes is to encourage the love bug 
that bites you if you don’t watch out. 

That heretofore solid Democratic 
cabinet now rejoices in a touch or 
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Punch Carries On 
In Customary Role 

London Comic Weekly 
Nears Hundredth Birthday 
Unspoiled by War 

By James Waldo Fawcett. 
Everything has changed, and when my 

copies of Punch arrive—a fortnight late 
—I hesitate a moment before opening 
them. It may be natural to wonder how 
a comic paper can carry on in a time 
so bitterly tragic. 

But Punch is less drastically altered 
than might be supposed. A weekly pub- 
lication nearly a hundred years old has 
had abundant experience with war. 

Copies trailed the troops to the Crimea, 
South Africa, the Dardanelles, Siberia. 
They were scattered over France by 
thousands between 1914 and 1918. More 
than a decade later American tourists 
found them in taverns on the road from 
Cherbourg to Paris. They had become 
part of the picture presented by those 
little inns. Doubtless they still were 

there when the Germans came back. 
Meanwhile the men who made Punch 

were faithful to their tradition. They 
are loyal to it even now', though it is 
painful to laugh and people apologize 
for smiling openly. 

The latest issue received is that for 
July 3. It is labeled: “No. 5180, Volume 
CXCIX.” At the end of 26 pages of 
illustrations and text a warning is 
printed to the effect that “the entire 
copyright in all articles, sketches, draw- 
ings, etc., published in Punch is specific- 
ally reserved to the proprietors through- 
out the countries signatory to the Berne 
cunvenuon, me unnea states oi Amer- 
ica and the Argentine. Reproductions 
or imitations of any of these are there- 
fore expressly forbidden.” 

Yet there does not seem to be any law 
to pronibit a subscriber from commu- 

nicating to his friends some slight hint 
concerning the contents of this printed 
symbol of the Age of Confusion from 
which it has emerged. I do not expect 
that I am liable to be sent to the Tower 
for telling the half dozen friends who 
may happen to read these lines that the 
first page of the London Charivari, dated 
July 3, show’s a drawing of a wounded 
soldier cheering forward a comrade who 
in another moment himself may fall. 
With this drawing there is printed a 

poem of six stanzas regarding “those 
infernal flies” called “clegs, which raise 
lumps as large as eggs.” The identity of 
the bard is hidden under the pseuodnym, 
“Dum-Dum.” So, too, the real name of 
“Evoe” is concealed—a person who car- 

ries with him from his "little flat” to 
his “commodious and beautifully fur- 
nished air-raid shelter” the current issue 
of the Aquarist and Pond-Keeper (with 
which is incorporated the Reptilian Re- 

view), “the sort of publication that, if 
he could see it, would drive Hitler to 

despair.” Fifty copies experimentally 
might be sent to him at once. "Evoe” for 
this, presumably, and other reasons 

prays "may nothing, neither paper short- 
age, nor want of w’aterpower, nor enemy 
activity, nor any disease amongst gold- 
fish and guppies” trouble the keeper of 
the pond-aquarist who "with a kind of 
Teutonic acquisitiveness” has absorbed 
the aforesaid Review Reptilian. 

It is silly, probably, to write or read 
about amateur aquariumism in the sum- 

mer of 1940, but Englishmen do. They 
likewise both write and read about “gals 
on farms" who “dolled up” a scarecrow 

“in a flowery ‘at and a skirt.” 
Then comes a full-page drawing en- 

titled “Gangways of Empire," signed 
Shepard. People not altogether hard- 
boiled had best pass it by. It show’s nine 
colonial soldiers coming ashore from a 

transport—and a dozen children going 
on board the same ship from the same 

pier. The infants carry tiny flags. One 
of them, the eldest, a little girl, perhaps 
5 or 6. shakes hands with a grinning 
rookie from Canada. 

Another sketch is captioned “In 
Town Today.” There are 25 figures in It, 
all in uniform, all saluting. Even a tai- 
lor's dummy in a shop window has 
“joined.” The picture says as plain as 

anything: “There are no civilians now.” 
“Eric” is next in the procession, re- 

viewing the movies, particularly “Nous 
Les Jeunes,” “one of the last films to 
escape irom weuniy Deiore uoeoDeis 

cast his nauseous shadow upon the de- 
lightful suburb.” Those who report the 
cinema probably are privileged to drama- 
tize themselves. Be that as it may, 
‘'Eric” does not ask to be excused when 
he opens his column with the complaint: 
"It is an almost unbearable thought that 
heavy-booted oafs, gross in body and 
pulverized in mind, are slogging in bes- 
tial droves through the Prance we love.” 
There is nothing funny about these 
words. Nobody is supposed to giggle 
over them; probably nobody will at- 

tempt such an acrobatic contradiction of 
natural resentment. Neither will any 
reader pause to remember that not all 
Germans are oafs. That is one of the 
penalties that Hitler must pay for his 
title of fuehrer. His intolerance breeds 
intolerance of a sort. 

But it is permissible to guffaw out- 
right at a drawing in which John G. 
Walter depicts an African jungle with 
a settler's hut in the right foreground. 
The settler himself is sketched at work 
over a pile of papers. One native to the 
left says to a second native slightly 
lefter: "The white man is preparing sac- 

rifices for the gods he calls ‘Commission- 
ers of Inland Revenue.’ Without bene- 
fit of translation or a blueprint, we know 
what that means, don’t we? If not 

currently, then next year sure enough. 
Overleaf we discover a poem with the 

initials A. P. H., which conceivably might 
indicate the novelist A. P. Herbert, if 
the guess be permitted. It—the poem— 
is addressed to "Top Wop,” undeniably 
intended for Mussolini. The vinegar in 
the piece is sharp. "This fellow, sitting 
on the fence, and falling off, at our ex- 

pense, as soon as it was safe” is hated 
with a special venom. At the risk of 
being shipped to a concentration camp 
on Dartmoor I quote: "We may com- 

mend, although we curse, the pluck of 
him who takes our purse, or robs us in 
the woods; but no one much respects 
the chap who, with his hands upon his 
lap, merely receives the goods.” Dis- 
guised as prose, the thought may be de- 
tected with somewhat less danger, pos- 
sibly, to the commentator. 

T come to the end with a sigh. It 
occurs to me that if Punch survives to 
celebrate a 100th birthday anniversary 
a few months hence, the empire—yes, 
and the civilization of the world as we 

have known it in the democratic coun- 
tries—will not by that time have dis- 
appeared from the view of the seemingly 
careless sun. 

^ 
is 

A bird bath makes a wonderful turtle 
bath as well. 

Almost every yard possesses one of 
these odd reptiles, but It is not often 
that the owner happens to see a turtle 
bath In action. 

This means a bath sunk level with the 
ground. If this type of bath is present 
—and every yard ought to have at least 
one—the turtles of the vicinity will be 
sure to come. 

We just happened to see our big fel- 
low take his bath that terribly hot Sun- 
day afternoon. 

There always have been turtles, or tor- 

toises, but this was the first one we 

ever saw take a bath. 
* * * * 

He appeared in the middle of lawn, in 
the way these creatures have of suddenly 
showing up. 

He was about 5 inches in diameter. 
Should we call him turtle, terrapin, or 

tortoise? The first is applied, in zool- 
ogy, to marine species; the second, to a 

tortoise living in fresh or brackish water, 
and the third, to the class of reptiles. 

Turtle, however, is perfectly good 
“United States” for one of these land 
tortoises. All of them are close to a 

water life, in fact; the first time you see 

one of them bathe, you will be sure of it. 

Our turtle, as we shall call him, found 
the wet grass where the hose had been 
quite to his every taste. 

He plowed across to a point where the 
hose made a loop. Carefully over it he 
went, to take up his position squarely in 
the center. 

This did not satisfy him for long. 
His back was dusty, faded looking. We 

had an idea of giving him a good 
sprinkle, but decided against it. 

It was more interesting to see what he 
would do. In his own mind, the turtle 
had no doubt at all. 

He lifted that snakelike, ugly head of 
his into the air, carefully waved it on 

the long neck, then began his plodding 
directly to the small bath. 

This bath was perfectly circular, about 
12 inches in diameter, with a neat rim, 
surrounded by a border of stones. It 
was flanked by violets, and there was a 

lilac at the rear. 

To a creature not more than 3 inches 
high, this place must have seemed quite 
junglelike. 

* * * * 

Perhaps it is unnecessary to say that 
the turtle approached slowly. 

They do go slowly, but make good 
speed, everything considered. 

He made straight for the bath, which 
has been filled with the contents of two 
boxes from the 10-cent store. These 
boxes held bright colored pebbles. They 
had been poured into the bath to bring 
the bottom, or floor, to a point not more 

than 2 inches below the surface. This 
had been done for the birds, but the 
turtle found it good. 

Carefully he hoisted himself over the 
edge. 

Oently he slid In. 
We were not close enough to see If he 

smiled, when he hit the water, btit we 

feel sure that he did. 
All of the top of his shell was sticking 

out of the water. 
He worked his legs gently, now and 

then poking his head completely be- 
neath water. 

There he blew a few bubbles, just for 
the sheer sport of the thing. 

This seemed to be his favorite action 
while in the bath. 

He did not have much room to move 

about it, but conte ed himself with 
changing his direction now and then. 

Could it be that he was finding small 
Insects, when he stuck his head beneath 

.the surface? 
It was impossible to see, even with a 

field glass, just what he was doing. We 
decided that he was just having fun. 

* * * * 

Probably no creature in the National 
Capital or vicinity had quite so much fun 
in the water that afternoon. 

He did not mind the fine spray from 
the hose, which was now turned upon 
him. Nor did he relish it particularly, 
as far as we could tell. 

His main concern was with the round 
of water in which he found himself. 

It was a beautiful sight, the way the 
dull faded look of his shell brightened 
instantly into deep color when the spray 
hit the shell. 

| One moment, he was dull and faded. 
The next, he was all dark maroon and 

brown, with yellow' here and there, a 

bright pure yellow. 
* * * * 

j Several times he made as if to quit 
the bath, but each time drew back, as if 
he could not bear to leave. 

Carefully he turned himself around, 
stuck out his neck, put out one crooked 
leg (from which comes the name, tortoise, 
or crooked), and decided against it. 

Finally, as if he had made up his mind, 
he flopped both forelegs over the rim, 
and tilted his shell up after. 

Once on the rim, he slid away easily 
into the violets, and vanished from hu- 

; man sight. 
So there was a reptile in the violets, 

I (ieally. 
1 Patches of violets always give the idea 
that they must have snakes in 'em. 

He was gone, after a good bath, in 
which he had plainly cooled himself as 

any human might, but he would be back 
again. 

Some time, a week later, or a month, or 

a year, there he would be. going across 

; the grass just as if he had never been 
away. 

In hot weather, there is no telling what 
strange guest will take a bath in your 
bird bath, if you take care to keep it 
filled. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Tells Housewife's Side 
Of Trash Situation. , 

To the Editor of The St ar: 

There has been a great deal in the 

papers lately about cleaning up Wash- 

ington. Most of us subscribe to the 

campaign which is being conducted, but ; 

like so many other things in Washing- | 
ton, the campaign is misdirected. The 

wrong enemy has been engaged. The 

culpable parties have heen ignored and 

the Washington housewife has been 

called to account. 

Some of the crusaders have specifically 
requested that the housewife turn scav- 

enger and pick up the cigarette packs, 
candy wrappers, orange peels, paper 

bags, cellophane and tin foil that are 

thrown on the street in front of her I 
house and frequently blown on her lawn. I 
The question of disposal of this refuse j 
is trivial and has been left to commoner 

minds by the light and airy Utopians. 
However, they did give a hint of the 
direction in which the housewife should 

■go when they explained the white wing 
is overworked and has no joy of his job 
because it is never done. It is apparent 
that the truly understanding housewife 
would show her womanly sympathy by 
picking up the dirt and carrying it into 
her house. It is presumed that the 

thought that she must carry it out 

again to the trashman will not occur to 

her simple mind. 
It may also be presumed that if the 

thought of “two trash containers to a 

block1’ ever occurred to these repor- 
torial Mores it was promptly discadded. 
Its limitations are apparent. One can- 

not write on such a matter-of-fact re- 

quest forever—not even a newspaper- 
man. 

The legal interdiction under which the 
District of Columbia residents live pre- 
cludes our use of the polls to right our 

wrongs—but there is more than one way 
to skin a cat and clean a city. Perhaps 
an appeal to the women's clubs of the 
country to bring pressure to bear on the 
campaigning and incumbent Congress- 
men, with particular emphasis on those 
districts whose repreeentatives are mem- 

bers of the District Committee, would be 
effective. With a good vote-getting in- 
centive Congress might find it in its 
heart to give our street cleaning depart- 
ment a larger appropriation. 

If the foregoing method seems too in- 
volved we might canvass the Nation's 
cities and offer to give them two traffic 
lights for one trash container. 

July 26. E. S. L. 

Says dger Was Among 
Those Present at Chicago. 
To the Editor of The Btar: 

Several commentators have remarked 
(either in admiration or unbelief) upon 
the absence of a tigerish presence at 
the Democratic convention. For the 
benefit of those too immature or untu- 

tored in the raw elementals to grasp 
this delicate reference, they mean the 
Tammany Tiger, who, knocked over the 
head by his once loving adherents be- 
cause he strayed to the wrong side of 
the tracks, has been going around—bent, 
but not broken—with knotted tail, punc- 
tured hide and melancholy expression. 

These lads are all wrong. The tiger 
was there. Hors de combat, but still in 
one piece. The reason they didn’t see 
him was not because back room smoke 
got in his eyes—and theirs—and ren- 

i dared him invlaible. It was because 

Ws 
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they refrained from feeding him raw 

meat; gave him a saccharine-treated 
wootsie roll to gnaw. It is not known 
whether it was this unusual provender, 
or the underground work of the conven- 

tion that made him sick. 
Yet a new streamlined version of the 

old tiger—not to mention three cheers 
and a tiger for the “New Deal Forever”— 
was painfully present during the draft 
"deliberations.” In fact, the Indispens- 
able Man rose out of his ashes. 

This simply establishes that it was a 

cock-eyed convention, in which call to 
service batted for lust for power, and no 

one claimed to see any difference. The 
shade of the tiger remains the third- 
term party's best trademark. Its meth- 
ods have not changed. 

July 25. WALTER BAHNSEN. 

Surrender to Hysteria 
Imputed to Democrats. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

As I listened to the Democratic con- 

vention doings out in Chicago, I was 

anxious to hear what Mr. Roosevelt was 

going to say about a third term and 
after it was all over, I decided that we, 

who are not Roosevelt worshipers, can 

sit back and weigh the situation in the 

balance without being swayed by the 

hysteria that was demonstrated there. 

Analyze the demonstration that was put 
on at the mere mention of Mr. Roose- 
velt's name at the convention last night 
for yourself. Is it not the very same sort 
of thing that has been happening in all 
the dictatorial countries in Europe? It 
has been so all through the Democratic 
administration. No matter what Mr. 
Roosevelt asks for, it's "Yea, Roosevelt”! 
In Germany it's “Heil Hitler”! The peo- 
ple cannot think soberly or act sensibly 
when they are aroused to the point of 
hysteria like they were in Chicago. 

July 20. MRS. J. 

Commendation for 
The Star. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

I am asking for a space on your edi- 
torial page because I wish to commend 
you for your grand editorials and col- 
umns in your paper. 

I believe it fair and just to give the 
readers an opinion on both sides of an 

issue, especially a politcal one. 
I like your editorials because they are 

open-minded and explanatory. 
I like David Lawrence because he gives 

us the “where and why,” of things. For 
instance, in one of his columns he'gave 
the reason that we went to war in 1917— 
because we were forbidden the freedom 
of the seas, not because we were trying to 
help European countries. His article of 
July 23, “Green Light Still Dim on De- 
fense,” is very enlightening. 4 

I read 
every one of the other writers and ad- 
mire their work equally as much. 

I also think your paper is due com- 

mendation for bringing to light alley 
conditions, the fake charitable agencies 
and many other grand things your paper 
is sponsoring. I am proud to have been 
a subscriber to your paper for a good 
many years. 

July 24. GEACE E. PENDLETON. 

Haskm's Answers 
To Questions 

By Frederic J Hoikin 

A trader tan pet the name' in any 
queitlnn of fai t hy writing The hr. 
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eric J. finikin. director, W aihrnpton, 
V. C. Fleaie Inc loir itarnp for reply 

Q. Please explain the use of the molds 
dexter and sinister In relation to r coat 
of arms.—J. T. 

A. The words dexter and sinister are 

Latin for right and left. They are uard 
In heraldic language. 

Q. How often Is the exterior of the 
United States Capitol cleaned?—W. N G. 

A. Each fall the Capitol Building is 

thoroughly washed by the District of 
Columbia Fire Department. 

Q. Did Benedict Arnold lose a leg in 
battle?—H. E. M. 

A. Benedict Arnold did not, lose a leg. 
He W’as, however, wounded in the leg 
during a battle in the War of the Revo- 
lution and a memorial to his leg was 

erected on the battlefield. It is a marble 
bas-relief of a military boot. 

Q. How far can a ski jumper travel 
through the air?—C. M. H. 

A. Sigmnud Ruud has estimated that 
with a speed of 90 miles an hour on 

smooth surfaces, a jump of 425 feet can 

be made. Many years ago a ski jumper 
was timed on a flight of 140 feet and it 
was reported that he averaged 62.43 
miles an hour. 

Q. Please give a good definition of sin. 
—A. B. 

A. According to Crudens Concordance 
of the Bible, sin is any thought, words, 
action, omission or desire contrary to the 
law of God. 

Q For which Prince Henry is the 
statue being erected at Fall River. Mass.? 
—F. A. 

A. The Prince Henry who is being 
* 

honored by the memorial is knowm in 
history as Henry of Portgual, sumamed 
the Navigator. 

Q When does Wendell Willkie cele- 
brate his birthday?—H. M. 

A. Mr. Willkie was born on February 
18, 1892. 

Q What opportunity does one have 
for improving his education in the Reg- 
ular Army?—T. C. V. 

A. The Army conducts a variety of 
schools in which clerical, mechanical and 
scientific subjects are taught. Some en- 

listed men pass examinations and ars 

admitted to the United States Military 
Academy at West Point. 

Q Which part of a rigid one-piece 
airplane propeller travels at the greatest 
rate of speed?—J. C. D. 

A. The National Advisory Committee 
for Aeronautics says that the tip of the 
propeller travels at the greatest speed. 

Q. How can I get a cachet of the 
test of the U. S. S. Sailfish, formerly the 
Squalus?—T. M. 

A. The special cachet used in connec- 
tion with the first submergence of the 
U. S. S. Sailfish w’as put on letters by 

! the Navy mail clerk on that vessel May 
* 

15, 1940. There is no way of obtaining 
one of these covers now except possibly 
from a collector. 

Q. Where was Richard Halliburton 
| bound on his last voyage?—C. S. 

A. Richard Halliburton and his crew 

left Hong Kong in a Chinese junk, Sea 
Dragon, on March 4. 1939. They were 

I sailing the junk to San Francisco to ex- 

hibit it at the fair. 

Q From what book is the poem con- 

| taining the line “A capital ship for an 
i ocean trip was the Walloping Window’ 

Blind"?—W. J. B. 
! A. It is from “Davy and the Goblin," 
I by C. E. Carryl. 

Q. W'ho owns the Vanderbilt estate 
and mansion which are situated near 

President Roosevelt's Hyde Park estate? 
—G. L. S. 

A. The estate was inherited by Mrs. 

| James Van Alen of Newport, R. I., who 
has presented it to the Nation. Con- 
gress has voted funds for its mainten- 
ance as an historic site and it is under 
the supervision of the National Park 
Service. 

Q. Please give the religious affiliation 
of Secretary of War Stimson and Secre- 
tary of the Navy Knox.—W. J. S. 

A. The Hon. Henry L. Stimson is a 

Presbyterian and the Hon. Frank Knox 
a Congregationalism 

Q. Who was the first woman ever per- 
mitted to practice law before the Su- 
preme Court?—C. J. B. 

A. Belva Lockwood was the first wom- 
an to be admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Court of the United States. 

Q. Please give a brief history of the 
convention song "God Bless America."— 
C. M. 

A. The song was written in 1917 by 
Irving Berlin, who laid it aside until 
about a year and a half ago. It was 
popularized by Kate Smith, who sang 
it on November 10.1938. Currently rank- 
ing third among sheet-music best sellers, 
Mr. Berlin has announced that all 
royalties derived from it ($40,000 to date) 
will be placed in a patriotic trust fund. 

Special Service 
For Star Readers 

The modern newspaper not only gives 
its readers the new's and comment upon 
what is happening in the world, but goes 
even further and provides facilities for 
giving direct information for all who de- 
sire it. This special service may consist 
of answering any factual question, or 

providing a booklet that gives more data 
than can be put into a letter. 

Correct Form in Manners 
A guide to correct social forms. An- 

swers more than 500 questions on Cards 
and 'Calling, Invitations, Introductions, 
Announcements, Engagements, Wed- 
dings and Christenings. Knowing what 
to do, and how to do it, Is an all-impor- 
tant accomplishment. To secure your 
copy inclose 10 cents in coin, wrapped in 
this clipping. 
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