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Destructive Air Raids Mark New British Policy of Carrying Offense to Germany 
1 

Review of Forty-Eighth Week of War 
By Blair Bolles. 

Germany itself was the war’s chief seat last week. Each night the 
planes of the Royal Air Force left their home bases with bombs for Ger- 
many’s heart, for the factories where the blitzkrieg is made possible. The 
bombers enjoyed tremendous success, while Adolf Hitler, who once said he 
would be in London August 15. still stayed his men from invasion of the 
isles. The British Admiralty lengthened its blockade southward across 

Portugal and Spain. Now an irregular wall of British naval vessels, reach- 
ing from Vest Fjord, Norway, to the Straits of Gibraltar, stands between 
Europe’s continent and the world to the west. The blockade is the silent 
battle that seeks to break the enemy's spirit by starving his body and his 
war industries. 

England’s hgadache now is Japan. In Tokio Premier Konoye pro- 
claimed an aggressive policy for the Japanization of "greater East Asia,” 
threatening by implication British colonial possessions and British trade 
routes. Almost a score of Englishmen were arrested in a Japanese spy 
roundup. The British have arrested a few Japanese on their own account. 
The United States proceeded with rearmament. President Roosevelt, after 
a look at the military establishments around the Chesapeake’s mouth, said 
that within a year Washington will be able to "feel a whole lot safer” from 

attack, <•... 

The Fighting Fronts 
Except on its eastern fringes, Ger- 

many was not a fighting front in the 
World War. In the accepted sense of 
the word, Germany is not a front today, 
but German terrain is an active war 

area now as it never was 26 to 22 years 
ago. The perfection of the military 
plane, the high state of British military 
intelligence and the efficiency of the 
Royal Air Force have wrought this 
change. The result is that the war no 

longer resolves itself into a simple ques- 
tion of whether Hitler will invade and 
whether England will succumb to inva- 
sion. England is not simply waiting. 
England is carrying the war into the 
enemy's territory. 

The foremost target in Germany is 
Essen, the smoking city in Westphalia 

where the factories 
Strike Hard founded by the fabu- 

At Krupp Plant tous family of Krupp 
turn out most of Ger- 

many's guns and armor. There British 
bombs dropped Thursday as they have 

dropped often during the last three 

months. The marksmen in the sky have 
aimed not only at factories, but also at 
the railway lines that lead to Essen 
from the iron mines and coal fields of 
rich Westphalia. How important is Es- 
sen to a Germany at war is shown by 
the fact that while in ordinary times 
about 70,000 persons work for Krupp, 
187.000 men and women were employed 
in the Krupp plants at the World War s 

close. 
Another target of paramount im- 

portance is Hamburg, the canal-sliced 
port on the Elbe River. 70 miles inland 
from the North Sea. A British resume 
of three months of bombing operations 
against Germany issued Friday indi- 
cated that Hamburg is in ruins. Ham- 
burg is the first port of Europe, a fact 
which is of less importance in these 
days of blockade than the fact that 
Hamburg is the site of great storage 
tanks of oil. used by the panzerwagons 
and the German airplanes, and the 
home Of munitions factories. Hamburg 
Is a city of more than a million inhabi- 
tants in ordinary times. It is used to 
war. It was founded as a fortress more 

than 1,100 years ago by Charlemagne. 
The British bombers have covered a 

wide field of Germany. They have left 
their mark on Borkum in the East 
Frisian Islands, in the North Sea at 
the Ems River's mouth, scarcely 200 
miles from England, and on Rugen 
Island, in the Baltic Seas far reaches. 
The naval base of Kiel, in Schleswig, 
about 60 miles north of Hamburg, and 
the naval base of Wilhelmshaven. nearer 

England and closer to the North Sea, 
have been targets of. the British attack. 

The whole Essen area knows now the 
threatening drone of the British air 
Visitors. In this spreading industrial 
area bombs have fallen on Dusseldorf, 

Duisburg and Wesel, 
British Planes three cities of the Rhine, 
Range Far and on Dortmund, to 

the east of Essen. The 
planes have dropped their death and 
destruction on Leipzig, 525 miles from 
London. Bremen's docks and airplane 
factories along the' Weser River and 
Cologne's railroad center on the Rhine 
know the men of the R. A. F. 

While the British airmen were busy 
over Germany the German airmen were 

busy over the British Isles. The German 

objectives are ships carrying goods to 

England and port facilities in England. 
“Enemy action might at any time make 
sudden changes in our port arrange- 
ments," Ronald H. Cross, British Minister 
of Shipping, told the Empire in a broad- 
cast last week. Berlin reported that 

repeated air attacks virtually have par- 
alyzed England's south and east coast 
harbors, seriously impairing the ocean 
commerce on which Britain's very life 
depends. Some of these ports have been 
left completely unusable, it was said, and 
shipping is being driven to the west coast 
of England by the combined action of 
the Nazi air and sea forces. Under these 
circumstances Germany found it to her 
advantage last week to begin heavy air 
bombardments of the west coast ports, 
principally in Wales. 

Germany sees in this situation a dark 
prospect for England. Germans believe 
that the western ports lack facilities to 
handle the entire volume of sea trade 
necessary to sustain England. Further- 
more, railway lines running from the 
west are expected by Germans quickly 
to prove inadequate for transporting 
ocean-borne supplies to centers of con- 

sumption in the industrial areas in the 
east. 

Germany pays dear for bombing the 
ports. The London Air Ministry an- 

nounced that during July 240 German 
planes were brought down. These Ger- 

man planes go after not 
Loss of Snips only ports but merchant 
Serious Blow vessels supplying Eng- 

land and English naval 
ships assisting in the blockade and con- 

voying supply ships. The German claims 
on sinking ships is prodigious—1.270.000 
tons from June 25 to the end of July.. 
The British acknowledged up to July 21, 

from the war's beginning September 3 
last, the loss of 1,193,411 tons, 283 ships. 
The British Admiralty put the German- 
Italian losses at 1.162,000 tons. This 
point is essential: Without ships Britain 
is lost; without ships, Germany and 
Italy, drawing supplies from the con- 

tinent on which they are situated, can 

last long. 
Most of Europe Is closed to England 

for commercial purposes, but most of 
the rest of the world is open to her. To 
keep Germany and Italy from the rest 
of the world, London lengthened the 
British blockade, and now no ships lack- 
ing navicerts can touch at a single At- 
lantic port of the European continent 
without the pleasure of the English. 

The reasons for the extension of the 
blockade were explained to the House 
of Commons by Hugh Dalton, Minister 
of Economic Warfare. England thought 
that trans-Atlantic supplies were reach- 
ing Germany and Italy through Spain 
and Portugal. The new blockade policy 
is designed to limit Spanish and Portu- 
guese imports to those countries’ own 

needs. The ration for each nation will 
be about a two months' supply. 

The result of this step is the existence 
of a blockade much more firm and 
more far-reaching than anything Eng- 
lahd dared during the Napoleonic wars. 

The blockade of that time was highly 
successful. The peoples of Europe grew 
restive from lack of goods they had 
grown used to having, goods that came 

from overseas. This restiveness con- 

tributed to Napoleon’s downfall. 
One important difference between the 

German-Italian axis and Napoleon in 
fighting England is that the axis has 
a navy and an air force usable in 

combating the block- 
Merchont Fleet ade and sinking sup- 
World's Greatest Ply ships for Eng- 

land, while Napoleon 
lacked the navy and had never heard 
of an air force. But destroying the mer- 

chant fleet supplying England would be 
a major feat. England has the greatest 
merchant marine in the world at work 
for her, the “greatest merchant fleet the 
world has ever seen," according to 
Shipping Minister Crass. 

“Thanks to bur merchant navy,” Mr. 
Cross saic; last week, “and above all to 
the men who serve in it, we shall draw 
an ever-increasing flow of munitions of 
wfar fronj across the oceans with w’hich 
to fight our struggle for freedom to a 
victorious finish.” 

Even last week there w’ere slight 
twitchings on the continent. The Ger- 
man Army of Occupation in France be- 
gan closing the border between Switzer- 
land and France, from Geneva to Basle, 
to take effect today. Many observers 
view'd this as a new indication that 
the Germans are sealing all possible 

Presaging the attempted invasion of the island kingdom, scores of German planes have been dropping tons of bombs on English towns and farm- 
steads. Although aimed at military objectives, these air attacks, when pressed day after day and night after night, also serve to lower civilian morale. 
One of these raids is visualized above by William Heaslip. Here, men, rvomen and children, routed from their beds by shrieking sirens and exploding 
bombs, are scurrying to conical and corrugated steel bombproof shelters in their back yards. The civilian at left is shaking his fist at one of the 
attacking planes which was caught in the crossfire of anti-aircraft guns and is crashing to destruction. —Wide World Service. 

channels through which news of prepa- 
rations for the invasion of Britain might 
reach the outside world. Even the pas- 
sage of farm workers and farm owners 

with jobs or property in villages across 

the border is banned. 
What of invasion? Noel Coward was 

here last* week as an emissary of the | 
British Ministry of Information, saying j 
of Hitler: “The moon's right, the tide's j 
right. Maybe he'll have a slap at it 
this week end." News from Berne, ! 
Switzerland, indicates that plans for 
invasion are going ahead. The Italians, j 
for instance, are looking forward to a 

bit of historical repetition. 
Under Julius Caesar, the Romah j 

legions invaded Britain in 55 and 54 
B.C. Last week 

Mussolini Wants brought the news 

To Participate that Adolf Hitler has 
granted a specific re- 

quest from Benito Mussolini, the Duce 
of Italy, that his Fascist troops, fight- 
ing for the greater honor and glory of 
modern Rome, be permitted to share 
in the attempt to invade Britain in 
1940 A.D. Hitler agreed, according to 
the Swiss reports, after a conference 
with his military staff, but he limited 
the Italian operation to the nature of 
a gesture by permitting the participa- 
tion of only a few land troops; soldiers 

who have seen service in Ethiopia and 
Spain have been sent through the Bren- 
ner Pass to North Sea ports facing 
England. Hitler asked Mussolini for 
many squadrons of planes to aid in the 
invasion, and these planes have been 
flown to bases in the German-occupied 
sections of France along the Bay of 
Biscay and in Brittany, loaded with 
Italian parachute troops trained by the 
Germans. 

In Rome was one who disagreed with 
Noel Coward about the imminence of 
invasion. He was Virginio Gayda, the 
editor of II Giornale d'Italia, a news- 

paper celebrated for its faithful re- 

flection of the inner-Fascist view. Dr. 
Gayda cautioned his countrymen against 
expecting an immediate attempt at in- 

vasion. He wrote that the lightning 
war would not work against this last 
enemy of Germany and Italy. Instead, 
Dr. Gayda said, more gradual tactics, 
designed to wear England down and 
weaken her powers of resistance, were 

required. He said that this preparatory 
stage is now in progress. 

Parallel wdth direct air attacks on the 
British isles, Dr. Gayda explained, Italy 
will be contributing in the weakening 
of Britain's strength by activities in 
the Mediterranean. The Mediterranean 

PERIL TO ENGLAND SEEN IN LIBERTY CURBS 
Lloyd George Speaks for Free Press and Criticism 

By David Lloyd George. 
LONDON.—Whilst the “lull” before 

the great hurricane continues, Parlia- 
ment does well to exercise its traditional 
vigilance in checking every encroach- 
ment of the executive upon the liberties 
of the people. 

Governments that direct the destinies 
of a nation during a period of emer- 

gency are apt to be more intolerant of 
criticism than administrations that gov- 
ern a land in periods of tranquility. But 
that natural tendency calls for special 
vigilance in a period of crisis lest some- 

thing be left behind in our system of 
government that will permanently im- 
pair, if not destroy, a free constitution 
which it has taken centuries to build up. 

The war. has only lasted 11 months 
and we are already threatened in every 
direction with most alarming encroach- 
ments on the freedom of the people and 
the press of the country. 

Would Nazif.v Powers. 
The series of proposals for which Sir 

John Anderson is responsible would 
place powers in the hands of the execu- 

tive which would giake us as completely 
subservient to the executive as Germany, 
Italy and unoccupied France are at 
present. Special courts are to be set up 
which will have the power of life or 

death over the inhabitants of this realm. 
Long terms of imprisonment and the 

death penalty Itself can be inflicted by 
those courts without the Intervention of 
a jury. The Magna Carta and the 
habeas cotpus act, time-honored bul- 
warks of the lives and liberties of every 
subject, can be suspended. It is not 
contended that there have arisen any 
conditions of anarchy, lawlessness or 
rebellion which justify these revolution- 
ary changes. Still there have been al- 
ready indications that the project was 
in contemplation for interfering with 
legitimate criticism of the executive by 
the press. 

Even the right of Parliament to voice 
the sentiments of people is being im- * 

periled by constant suppression of public 
debate. A system of irregular spying by 
irresponsible persons, not so much upon 
sections of opinion as upon the very 
words used in private conversations, is 

becoming as established an institution 
as the transactions of the Gestapo in 
Germany. 

There is nothing in the attitude of 
the public, in the action of the press 
or in the proceedings of any recognizable 
group of persons in this land which jus- 
tifies this policy of suppression, espionage 
and persecution. 

There is no symptom today in any 
quarter of the kingdom of the appear- 
ance of any obstruction to the tasks of 
the executive in their conduct of the war. 
The mere threat of invasion has con- 
solidated all ranks into a unity of pur- 
pose such as has never been seen in 
any previous war. 

Peril to Morale. 

All these decrees, intrigues and proj- 
ects by fussy, impatient ministers for 
putting us into shackles if we dare utter 
a single word inconsistent with those 
which are put in our mouths by our 
rulers are entirely unjustifiable. There 
is nothing which is more likely to effect 
permanent injury upon the morale of 
the nation than the introduction of these 
totalitarian methods of the government 
of a country which proudly boasts it is 
the freest on earth. 

Workmen in their factories, laboring 
with energy and zeal, assist in increasing 
the output of our means of defense. 
Farmers are carrying out without grudge 
or grouse all the exceptional obligations 
which the Ministry of Agriculture has 
imposed upon them with a view to in- 
creasing the production of food from 
our own soil. They often do what they 
are told writh the inadequate means at 
their disposal—but they do it. 

local defense volunteers are coming 
forward in numbers which exceed the 
demand and are far beyond our imme- 
diate powers for equipment and training. 
They all are ready and eager to risk 
their lives in defense of their native 
land. There is no section or group sulk- 
ing or holding aloof from these activi- 
ties. 

It would be idle to* pretend there are 

no criticisms of the government. I 
meet few people of any party who have 

1 

not expressed amazement, even to the 
point of indignation, at the continued 
presence in the government of men who 
were responsible for our perilous unpre- 
paredness. There is a good deal of 
criticism about the organization of our 

local defenses and apparent lack of co- 

ordination between the forces that wdll 
be called upon to repel any attack that 
may come. And, of course, there is a 

great deal said about the lack of ade- 
quate equipment. 

Legitimate Criticisms. 

But surely all these are legitimate 
criticisms on the part of people who are 

still prepared to do their best with all 
the weapons at their command at the 
risk of their lives. 

All these threats of punishment and 
persecution are therefore an insult to a 

patriotic people. 
It is a ghastly error of judgment which 

betrays a complete ignorance of the real 
spirit of the nation to decree it down 
to acceptance of the principles of the 
Gestapo. The rulers of France pursued 
that method with disastrous conse- 

quences, and by that means disinte- 
grated the nation and destroyed its 
morale. From the start of the cam- 

paign. whilst blazoning liberty on their 
banners they constantly pursued a 

policy of repression in their country. 
They ruthlessly and stupidly censored 
the press. Some journals were sus- 

pended. Freely elected members of Par- 
liament were thrown into prison for no 
breach of law', for no act or word of 
treason to the state 

Liberty is not merely an ideal to be 
achieved; it constitutes the most for- 
midable weapon by w'hich that ideal can 

be won or defended. 
The British government has an over- 

whelming majority in the House of 
Commons. Let them not abuse their 
parliamentary strength to invent and 
impose measures which will weaken the 
fighting spirit of the nation and create 
that doubt, which was so fatal in France, 
as to the sincerity of that inspiring ap- 
peal to do and dare once more for the 
cause of human freedom. 

CCopTrtrht. 1940, 
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and African phases of the war—which 
is chiefly Italy's business—went slowly ! 
last week. Italy has been depleting her ! 
own Mediterranean naval strength by 
moving many of her pocket submarines, 
36 feet long, by rail through the Bren- 
ner Pass to Germany on flat cars, for 
use in fighting closer to the British Isles. 
The Italians claimed their destroyer 
Ugolini Vivaldi torpedoed and sank the 
British submarine Oswald in the Ionian 
Sea. Italian forces have pushed 27 miles 
from the north into Kenya. British 
African possession, to Dabel. There was 

fighting of a slight nature in Libya, 
Italy's colony, and Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan. 

Diplomatic Front 
International diplomacy last week was 

primarily in the undiplomatic hands 
of Prince Pumimaro Konoye, the Prime 
Minister of Japan. On Thursday he 
announced a plan for a brand new 

Japanese state, based on a sweeping 
totalitarianism at home and dedicated to 

an independent foreign policy which 
would extend Japan's domination south- 
ward over French Indo-China and the 
Netherlands Indies. In a statement of 
policy the government outlined its plan 
for ‘‘a new order for greater East Asia,” 
with the yen bloc—Japan and her con- 
tinental satellites whose currencies are 

based on the yen—as the foundation. 
This step followed a week of intensely 

nationalistic Japanese activity that took 
the form of a spy chase. The Japanese 
arrested 14 Englishmen in the roundup. 

One of them, Mel- 
Effort to Weaken vllle James Cox, 
Britain in East correspondent for 

Reuters, the British 
news agency, fell from a window after 
his arrest, and the Japanese called it 
suicide. The British press has expressed 
doubt that Mr. Cox took his own life. 
The spy chase and the move toward a 

Greater East Asia under Japanese con- 

trol both appear, to England and the 
United States, like moves designed to 
weaken the English position in the Far 
East. 

The other centers of diplomacy last 
week were Rumania and Russia. Ru- 
mania was told by Germany to settle her 
boundary problems with Bulgaria and 
Hungary by September 15, or to have 
them settled for her. Russia spoke to 
the world about Russia's view of affairs, 
through Foreign Commissar Molotov. 
Mr. Molotov indicated distaste for Eng- 
land, friendliness of a sort for Germany 
and pride in recent Russian accomplish- 
ment—the projected union with the three 
Baltic countries of Lithuania, Latvia and 
Estonia, and the assumption of land in 
Rumania — Bessarabia and Northern 
Bukovina. 

"I will not dwell on our relations with 
the United States of America,” Mr. 
Molotov told the Russian Parliament, "if 
enly for the reason that there is nothing 
good that can be said about them.” Rus- 
sia’s future course he vaguely indicated 
here: 

"Imperialist appetites are growing not 
only in distant Japan, but also in the 
United States, where there are not a few 
people who like to conceal their im- 

perialist designs be- 
United States hind well-advertised 

Aim Questioned concern for the in- 
terests of the entire 

Western Hemisphere, which these gen- 
tlemen are prepared to turn into their 

property with all its numerous republics 
and with the colonial possessions of other 
countries on islands in the neighborhood 
of the American continent. 

“All this harbors the danger of fur- 
ther extension and fanning of the war, 
of its being turned into a world imperial- 
ist war. Uhder these conditions, the 
Soviet Union must enhance its vigilance 
in the matter of its external security and 

ia A 

in the matter of strengthening all its 
positions both at home and abroad.” 

It is difficult to determine how much 
stock to put in the public pronounce- 
ments of dictators. 

* * * * 

On the Home Front 
The Western Hemisphere policy of this 

country which draws the snickers of Mr. 
Molotov reached its greatest triumph 
last week. The delegates to the Havana 
Conference of American Foreign Min- 
isters agreed on a convention and an act 
that authorize the joint American ad- 
ministration of any Europe possession in 
the hemisphere which is in danger of 
transfer to a new European master. 
Some other matters were decided upon 
at Havana, but that is the most im- 
portant. It is a policy in which all 21 
American republics are united. Any 
single republic is empowered to defend 
the whole continent, North and South 
America, from an aggressor. That 
single republic, of course, is the United 
States. Thus, at Havana, the Monroe 
Doctrine, for 117 years the policy of the 
U. S. A. alone, becomes the policy of our 
sister sovereign states. 

The business of building the material 
end of an army and navy capable of 
defending both the United States and 

_. 
the Americas got new 

Defense Plans impetus during the week 
Are Rushed when the House passed 

a bill carrying $4,963,- 
151,957 to start work on a 70 per cent 
expansion of the Navy and to provide 
weapons for an Army of 2,000.000 men. 
The measure would boost defense out- 
lays for the session to $10,040,225,543, 
which is not many billions less than 
England is spending on actual warfare 
this year. The next step on this bill is 

up to the Senate. If it becomes law, it 
will provide 14.394 airplanes and bring 
the two-ocean navy nearer existence. 

The presidential requests for funds to 
spend on increasing our armaments have 
met with practically no opposition. 
Scarcely a murmur was heard against 
the latest money bill in the House. But 
the question of supplying the men to 
handle the equipment is another matter. 
The great parliamentary debate of the 
day in this country rages over the 
Burke-Wadsworth Dill to raise an army 
by conscription. 

The opposition to conscription urges 
that voluntary enlistment be tried before 
the draft is put into operation. Secre- 
tary of War Stimson told the House 
Military Affairs Committee last week 
that conscription was necessary now be- 
cause England might go under in 30 days. 
He did not say so. but the implication he 
gave was that with England out of the 
way, the United States might be next on 

the axis list. While he spoke, the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee limited the 
effectiveness of the Burke-Wadsworth 
bill by revamping its applicability. From 
the groups of ages 18 to 64, it revised the 
bill to apply only to the ages 21 to 31. 
Mr. Stimson said flatly that he favored 
the Burke-Wadsworth bill. The next day 
President Roosevelt was asked how he 
felt about it. The bill is the work of a 
Willkie Democrat and a New York Re- 
publican. Mr. Roosevelt indorsed con- 

scription, but not the bill. 
The President was in the United States 

defense picture all week. He went down 
the river on his yacht Potomac and vis- 
ited Norfolk Navy Yard, Norfolk fleet op- 
erating base and naval air and training 
stations, the coast artillery base at Fort 
Monroe, the Army air base at Langley 
Field and the Newport News Shipbuild- 
ing and Drydock plant. He saw the prog- 
ress of our air and sea rearming effort. 
“This is just the beginning,” he said. 
“We are going to see a lot more before 
we get through.” Later he embargoed 
United States shipments of airplane gas 
outside the hemisphere. Yesterday Japan 
formally protested the embargo. 

War briefly visited the New World dur- 
ing the week. The British armed mer- 
chant cruiser Alcantara. 22.209 tons and 
10 guns, fought a battle with an un- 
identified four-gunned German raider in 
South Atlantic waters off Brazil. The 
Admiralty in London said the Nazi boat 
suffered a hit, but escaped under a smoke 
screen. This sort of Western Hemisphere 
fighting of Europe's war is what the 
American foreign ministers at Panama 
last year sought to prevent by their 
adoption of the safety zone resolution. 
There was some apprehension in Wash- 
ington lest the war follow the Duke and 
Duchess of Windsor into this hemisphere. 
They sailed from Lisbon aboard the 
American liner Excalibur. The British 
Navy intended to have vessels to follow 
in its wake, far enough away so that they 
could not be considered a convoy, close 
enough to save the King's brother from 
danger. The Duke is bound for the Ba- 
hamas, off the coast of Florida, where he 
will be governor. This is a group of is- 
lands to which the Act of Havana might 
be made applicable if the worst hap- 

| pened to England. 

Paraguay Acts to Raise 
Its Standard of Tobacco 

By a decree of the Paraguayan Min- 
istry of Economy a study of tobacco 
cultivation is being carried on at the 
National School of Agriculture at Vinas- 
cue. 

Paraguayan agricultural experts be- 
lieve that a careful technical study will 
be of great value in the rehabilitation of 
Paraguayan tobacco. It is expected that 
the study will result in an improvement 
in the various types of tobacco now 
grown and in the methods of cultivation 
now employed, as well as in the prepara- 
tion of the leaf for commercial use. To- 
bacco exports accounted for nearly 25 
per cent of total Paraguayan exports to 
world markets in the fiscal year 1937-8. 
The Ministry of Economy is reported to 
be of the opinion that tobacco could b«- 
come an even more important export if 
its quality can be improved through bet- 
ter cultivation and preparation for com- 
mercial use. 

"Hey, tellers, there’s a bloke ’ere wants me to mind ’Is btke.m 
* 


