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A Matter of Right 
Citizens of the District should be 

heartened by the assurances of the 
House leaders that when Chairman 
Sumners appears before the Rules 
Committee this week he will be suc- 
cessful in obtaining a hearing by 
the House on his national repre- 
sentation resolution. For the Rules 
Committee might be said to hold 
the final decision whether the Sum- 
ners resolution will be placed before 
the House and voted on at this 
session. 

The importance of a rule permit- 
lng early consideration of the 
Sumners resolution cannot be over- 

emphasized. Without it the District's 
hope that the amendment will be 
submitted to the States will be greatly 
reduced. For without it the resolu- 
tion must then take its place on a 
crowded calendar, possibly not to be 
reached before the end of the ses- 

sion, or there must be resort to the 
doubtfully expedient process of peti- 
tion. The machinery of the House 
places the decision in the hands of 
the House leaders, and to them the 
District appeals for the long-awaited 
opportunity of a vote on this vitally 
Important measure. 

Certainly it deserves the test of a 
vote. Majority Leader Rayburn be- 
lieves that the necessary two-thirds 
of the voting membership of the 
House favors the amendment, and 
no one is more closely in touch with 
House sentiment than Mr. Rayburn. 
And even should there be the ap- 
proval of the resolution within ten 
days that Mr. Rayburn has predicted, 
the resolution still must travel a 

long way—through Senate commit- 
tee hearings and debate—before it 
starts its even longer journey 
through the State legislatures. 

One of the two changes written 
Into the Sumners resolution before 
its report from the House Judiciary 
Committee was a provision requiring 
that the ratification by the States 
must be completed within seven years. 
That provision will undoubtedly be 
written into every future proposed 
constitutional amendment. It is fair. 
But its inclusion in the Sumners 
resolution makes all the more im- 

portant the submission of the 
amendment to the States this year. 
Forty legislatures will be in session 
In 1941, only four more than the 
minimum needed to ratify. It will 
be 1943 before such a favorable 
opportunity for obtaining consider- 
ation of an amendment comes again. 

Surely the Sumners amendment 
deserves the early consideration by 
the House that is of such vital im- 
portance. It would be a calamitous 
blow to the District’s hopes if the 

hearing before the full House is 
denied. 

Molotoff s Speech 
On its face Premier-Foreign Com- 

missar Molotoff’s speech before the 
Supreme Soviet was a refutation of 
any belief that Germany and Russia 
are ready, or soon will be ready, to 
depart from the path along which 
they have traveled since last August. 

Recent events in Europe probably 
have cemented German-Russian un- 

derstanding, as Premier Molotoff 
stated. As long as Germany tolerates 
Soviet expansionism there is little 
basis for hope that these two chief 
dictatorships of Europe will come to 

any parting of the ways. 
But Premier Molotoff was not 

Speaking for Adolf Hitler, and that 
the German Fuehrer has welcomed 
Russia's expansion in the Baltic 
basin and into Rumania is less than 

likely, for in both areas Dictator 
Stalin has approached perilously 
close to Germanys’ own bailiwick. 

Although Premier Molotoff may 
have had reason to hail the im- 

proved formal relations with Ger- 

many, he was glossing over funda- 
mentals which in the long run will 
have more to do with the fate of 
German-Russian affairs. The basic 
condition, which has only been ag- 
gravated by Russia’s successes, is 
the yearning of Hitler not only 
for a secure hold on his Balkan “Le- 
bensraum,” which the proximity of 
Russia threatens, but his ambition 
to exploit the Russian Ukraine. 

There was no reason for any one 

to expect Premier Molotoff to make 
other than friendly references to 
Germany, for it is not now, nor 

will it be in the future, in Russia’s 
interest to force a break with the 
Reich as long as Russia’s expan- 
sionist appetite is being satisfied. 
Russia, too, may not be sufficiently 
etrong to challenge the German mili- 
tary might which has proved its 
posver by rolling over Poland, Nor- 
way, Denmark, Holland, Belgium and 
France. 

Berlin Is doing its best to preserve 

this facade of amity, and Premier 
Molotofl’s words evoked expressions 
of satisfaction in the German cap- 
ital. But this is to be expected, too, 
as long as the Reich is engaged with 
Britain. Germany scarcely can be 
expected to start events moving 
toward a crisis until she feels herself 
free to deal with the Russian giant 
effectively. 

"Forbid Them Not" 
In the gallery of the Guild Hall 

in London, where hundreds of Amer- 
icans have seen it, there hangs one 
certain picture which should be 
remembered now. The composition 
is the work of F. W. W. Topham, an 
associate of the Royal Institute who 
is widely acclaimed for the perfec- 
tion of his drawing and the richness 
of his color as well as for the fine 
feeling which invariably infuses his 
endeavors. It shows an incident 
reported by the diarist Samuel Pepys 
under the date September 3, 1665, as 
follows: “It was the child of a very 
able citizen of Gracechurch street, 
a saddler who had buried all the rest 
of his children of the plague, and 
himself and wife, now being shut up 
in despair of escaping, did desire 
only to save the life of this little 
child: I so prevailed to have it re- 
ceived stark naked into the arms of 
a friend who brought it, having put 
it into fresh clothes, to Greenwich.” 

But the painter has at his com- 
mand a power for dramatization 
superior to any talent which a 

writing man can muster to a cause 
however appealing. Mr. Topham 
addresses himself directly to the 
spirit of his audience. His presenta- 
tion of the tableau is altogether 
compelling. The central characters 
are five—the parents, the child, the 
kindly friend and, perhaps most im- 
portant of all. the young daughter 
of the friend who stands waiting 
with fresh raiment in her arms. 
The little girl whose mother and 
father are parting with her, prob- 
ably forever, is beautiful beyond the 
capacity of language to tell. Yet 
still lovelier is the altruism of her 
rescuers. They speak in actions the 
conscience—the essential mercy—of 
the race. 

Is it too much to suggest that in 
a time w’hen a still deadlier pesti- 
lence afflicts the world there is great 
need for the expression of the quality 
which Mr. Topham employed his 
genius to depict? Most particularly, 
is it not the duty of the people of 
America to be guided by the example 
of Mr. Pepys’ friend of nearly three 
centuries ago? Citizens of the United 
States will feel that they must not 
neglect the challenge of the present 
hour. They believe with all their 
hearts that it is an obligation in- 
cumbent upon them to save as many 
as possible of the boys and girls 
of England from the threat of the 
prevailing war. 

On Friday last The Star joined 
with other American newspapers to 
announce that a Nation-wide cam- 

paign to lend assistance to the two 
hundred thousand British children 
registered for evacuation has been 
launched by the United States Com- 
mittee for the Care of European 
Children, Inc., of which Marshall 
Field is president and Eric H. 
Biddle, executive director. Thirty- 
two thousand of the youngsters, it 
has been estimated, will come to this 
country. It is indicated that Con- 
gress will discuss the whole problem 
this week and there is reason to 
hope that it will pass the amendment 
to the Neutrality Act required to 
allow American ships to enter com- 
bat areas on such errands of charity. 

Senator Carter Glass of Virginia 
and Representative Thomas G. Hen- 
nings, jr., of Missouri are sponsoring 
the necessary legislation. The For- 
eign Affairs Committee of the House, 
after holding public hearings for 
consideration of the emergency, 
unanimously reported out the reso- 

lution designed to clear away exist- 

ing difficulties. It has been made 

plain that the ships would be char- 
tered and financed by private indi- 
viduals and groups, that they would 
have to be guaranteed safe conduct 

by the belligerents, and that final 

responsibility for the children must 
rest with the British government and 
British parents. The laws governing 
immigration are not affected. 
Neither is there any danger of tax- 

payers being obliged to contribute 
to the support of the young visitors. 

But the issue is not one to be 
discussed in terms of pennies. The 
value at stake is that of a multitude 
of helpless and innocent neighbors 
of our own American boys and girls. 
Five million homes on this side of 
the Atlantic would open their doors 
to the little guests. Those families 
who dwell therein are familiar with 
the story of the Saviour who, in the 
Fourteenth verse of the Nineteenth 
chapter of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
declared: “Of such is the Kingdom 
of Heaven!” Take down the Book, 
read the page from which Mr. Pepys 
and Mr. Topham drew their inspira- 
tion and join in the enterprise by 
which, as by no other, civilization 
may be measured in this tragic time. 
It is a privilege so to do. 

Alimony Payments 
Associate Justice Bolitha Laws of 

the United States District Court has 
put into effect certain changes gov- 
erning the payment of alimony and 
counsel fees which may be expected 
to result in more prompt settlement 
of these obligations and a consider- 
able saving of the court’s time. 

Under the former practice, a hus- 
band failing to make payments as 

directed by the court was ordered 
to show cause why he should not be 
held in contempt. When the case 

was reached, as a rule, the judge 
would authorize a continuance on 

the contempt issue if the husband 
promised orally to make satisfactory 
payments at some future date. 

Under the practice, as revised by 
Justice Laws, the husband, If found 

C 

to be delinquent, is forthwith ad- 
judged guilty of contempt, but If he 
promises in writing to make the 
payments by a certain date his com- 
mitment to jail is deferred to give 
him opportunity to keep his agree- 
ment. Should the husband fail to 
make the payments as specified, he 
is then sent to jail without further 
order or appearance in court. 

The effect of the new practice is 
to place the burden of making the 
payments directly on the husband, 
relieving the wife of the necessity of 
making a second trip to court to se- 
cure enforcement of the alimony 
order. In this respect the new plan 
should be beneficial, as some wives 
have been obliged to endure needless 
hardships in the past while taking 
the time-consuming legal steps 
necessary to follow up an original 
order for alimony. It also seems ob- 
vious that under this practice the 
Motions Court, where these matters 
are heard, would have more time for 
other cases, and it is to be hoped 
that Justice Laws’ associates on the 
District Court will see fit to adhere 
to the procedure he has inaugurated. 

A Fair Proposal 
Chairman Poage of a special House 

District Subcommittee which will 
begin hearings Tuesday on a bill to 
increase the local gasoline tax from 
two to three cents has announced 
that he will not recommend approval 
of the measure unless it can be 
shown that the tax increase is neces- 

sary to the District's highway im- 
provement program. That is an 

eminently fair proposal, and oppo- 
nents of the increase should avail 
themselves of the opportunity thus 
given to demonstrate the true char- 
acter of this wholly indefensible 
tax scheme. 

The proposed tax increase bears 
no relation to local highway needs. 
Receipts from the present tax rate 
have approximately doubled in the 
past ten years, collections for the 
1940 fiscal year being just under 
$3,000,000. That yield, according to 
the authorities in charge of spending 
the gasoline tax funds, is more than 
sufficient to meet the highway needs. 
The suggested increase has as its 
sole objective the satisfaction of 
purely selfish demands for gas tax 
equality between the District and 
nearby areas in Maryland and Vir- 
ginia—a scheme which is utterly 
devoid of merit on its face. 

Voteless residents of the District 
are indebted to Representative Poage 
for the position he has taken on this 
matter and it is safe to assume, in 
view of his determination to ascer- 
tain the true facts, that spokesmen 
for the community will be able to 
convince him without difficulty that 
the new gas tax bill should be sum- 

marily rejected. 

Immigrants of 1848 
On several occasions recently it 

has been said that the desire of 
numbers of men to escape com- 

pulsory military service was the 
principal motivation of the great 
folk movement from Europe to 
America in 1848 and immediately 
thereafter. But this affirmation is 
only partly true, and for the purposes 
of history, if for no other reason, the 
element of error involved in it should 
be corrected. 

Among the troubles of the times 
which prompted thousands of new 
citizens to cross to the United States 
were the famines in Ireland resulting 
from repeated failures of the potato 
crop there. Starvation, quite as 
much as the political difficulties as- 
sociated with the names of Daniel 
O'Connell, Smith O'Brien and John 
Mitchell, drove armies of people to 
the United States. 

In England, likewise, conditions of 
life were so hard that as many as 
could pay the charges of the voyage 
fled over the ocean to Canada and 
then to New York, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio and Illinois. The Chartist re- 
volts were responsible for some emi- 
gration, also; but it would be easy to 
exaggerate the significance of this 
factor. Similarly, the importance of 
the revolution in France in 1848 
could be overestimated. As in Italy, 
mobs “ran wild” and their leaders 
were forced into voluntary exile, but 
the number of these disappointed 
Rienzis was small. 

From Germany and from Austria 
and Hungary, however, many youth- 
ful liberals, representing a type ex- 

emplified by Carl Schurz, undeniably 
came to America in quest of civic 
freedom. These young revolution- 
aries were proscribed for their en- 
deavors to establish democracy in 
the kingdoms they desired to over- 
throw. But they were such a pitiful 
minority as to have no chance of 
success. It follows that they were 
“a mere drop in the bucket” in the 
United States to which they finally 
escaped. Some arrived in 1849, some 
as tardily as 1852. 

Meanwhile, an accident occurring 
upon the land of John Sutter, near 

Coloma, California, provided a mag- 
net with drawing power of prodigious 
strength. There on January 19, 1848, 
James Wilson Marshall found gold. 
News of his discovery was received in 
Europe within three months. Co- 
incidentally, it was reported in the 
Orient. The first Chinese to appear 
were two men and one woman who 
reached San Francisco before Christ- 
mas. Within a few days after their 
arrival they were “lost in the shuffle” 
of cosmopolitan fortune hunters 
among whom were included natives of 
more than a dozen different nations. 
The white population of the territory 
was about 5,000 in 1845. It was 92,- 
597 in 1850. A few of the immigrants 
possibly may have been refugees 
from the conscript legions of Euro- 
pean dictators like the King of Prus- 
sia, but the vast majority of them 
were in flight from a still more cruel 
tyrant—the slave master whose name 

, Is poverty. 
A * 

Discounts German 
Propaganda Efforts 

By Owen L. Scott. 

Hitler, even now, Is opening his propa- 
ganda barrage on the United States. 
Through his spokesmen he is inspiring 
stories about the dire difficulties that 
will confront this country when a vic- 
torious Germany sets up her domination 
over Europe. 

The stories told are these: Gold will 
be worthless—a dead weight around the 
neck of the United States. There will 
be no markets in Europe for American 
farm and other products. Latin America 
will be forced to look to Europe as an 
outlet for surplus products and as a sup- 
plier of the things Latin Americans need. 
Only if Germany is given a voice in 
American trade policy and in the affairs 
of Latin America can the United States 
find a basis for collaboration that will 
yield a ticket to the new heaven of totali- 
tarian trade. 

Tlie response here: Chancellor Hitler 
is whistling in the dark. Latest propa- 
ganda represents more wishful thinking, 
more evidence that the Germans don’t 
know what is in store for them. 

Take gold. It is true that the United 
States soon will possess just about all 
of the gold in the world above ground. 
It also is true that the future of gold as 
a governor of world exchange is uncer- j 
tain to say the least. There is no doubt 
but that this Nation has been something 
of an easy mark in taking all of this gold. 
But the official view here is: What of it? 
The gold is on hand and the goods that, 
the United States is giving for gold have 
been given or are being given. The | 
effect of this exchange has been felt al- j 
ready and the gold now is buried again 
so that there really is no gold problem. 

This Government will continue to buy 
gold so long as that policy will help the 
British, who are exchanging their gold 
for American war materials. If and 
when the British run out of gold or are 
defeated in war, the gold-buying policy 
here will end so far as American pur- 
chases are concerned at the price of $35 
an ounce. 

Then take Europe's trade. This trade, 
including that of great Britain, amounts 
in a normal year to about $1,500,000,000 j 
of American products. That sum repre- 
sents an appreciable volume of farm and 
industrial products. Yet it need not be j 
vital when the fact is considered that i 
the national income of the United States i 
amounts to between $70,000,000,000 and ! 
$80,000,000,000 a year. With a moderate 
amount of internal planning this Nation j 
can overcome the effect of lost European 
markets and open up much broader mar- 
kets within its own boundaries and with- 1 

in the boundaries of this hemisphere. | 
* * * * 

■When Hitler tells the United States j 
that there will be no return to normal 
in world trade, and when he lets it be 
known that the markets of Europe are to 
be closed to American goods, this should 
convince even the mast vehement advo- 
cates of a return to the good old days 
that there can be no such return. Otjce 
that conviction is established in the 
United States the way is laid to a realistic 
appraisal of this country's problems with 
a view to their solution. This solution 
will require a much broader use of the 
powers of Government to guide and to 
regulate internal industry. If Hitler 
forces this Nation into isolation then the 
United States must apply to its own 

problems the formula of economic oper- 
ation that isolation calls for. This for- 
mula involves the planned use of capital 
and industry and labor. No area in the 
world is better adapted than this one 

to the successful application of that 
formula. 

Or take Latin America. The Ger- 
mans must exploit the resources of Latin 
America if they are to obtain the raw' 

materials they will need in operating a 

conquered Europe. Hitler is warning 
this country to let Germany alone when 
she undertakes that exploitation. The 
United States is making it abundantly 
plain that Germany will not be let alone 
if she starts to use methods in this hemi- 
spheie that have brought about the 
downfall of nations abroad. Here is a 

threat of trouble and in meeting this 
trouble—whether economic or military— 
the United States will have formidable 
weapons. 

This country can offer free markets 
for many of the products of Latin Amer- 
ican nations. It can offer abundant cap- 
ital that can be utilized for internal de- 
velopment. Its range of products is 
greater than any Germany can offer. It 
attaches few', if any, political strings to 
its trade. Its Navy and air force repre- 
sent instruments of power that even a 

Hitler w’ill have to recognize. The United 
States is vitally interested, for defensive 
reasons, in all the area down to the 
Panama Canal and beyond. 

The real fact of the matter Is that it 
will be Germany whose problems will be 
most acute after victory. 

The real plums of conquest will not 
fall to Hitler. The immensely rich 
Dutch East Indies and British Malay 
States are coveted by Japan and will be 
protected by the United States and by 
units of the British Empire so long as 

control can be maintained on the seas. 

Certainly that area is not to go to Hitler. 
Japan is prepared to absorb British and 
French interests in China, leaving Hitler 
out. If Germany has any designs on the 
riches of Canada she can forget them. 
There is loot amounting to $4,000,000,000 
or $5,000,000,000 within the United 
States, representing investments of Brit- 
ish. Dutch, French and other peoples, 
that Hitler will want, but won't get. He 
will find the going a bit tougher than he 
expected in Latin America. 

Of course there will be Africa. But 
Mussolini has his eye on the richest parts 
of that continent, and this can become 
the basis for a fight between the two dic- 
tators. If Hitler has Russia in mind, an 

operation in that direction can occupy 
his attention for a long time, but scarcely 
can satisfy the longing of the German 
people for a higher living standard. 

The result will be that Germany's 
problems are likely to start in earnest 
with an end to the fighting phase of 
Europe's war. 

Hitler has promised many things to 
the German people. He has asked them 
to sacrifice now in order that they may 
enjoy good times later. He has told them 
of the wealth that can flow their way 
with world domination. They are look- 
ing forward to peace and prosperity. 
When the German people wake up to 
the fact that it isn't to be so simple as 

that and when they discover that con- 
quest of Europe can be a rather barren 
conquest they may undergo the disillu- 
sionment that many have expected. 

jk 

PRIVILEGE AND DISCIPLINE 
By the Right Rev. James E. Freeman, D. D„ LL. D„ D. C. L., 

Bishop of Washington. 

Anything that we cherish as a privilege 
Is guaranteed to us by the care we take 
to preserve it. This is true of every pos- 
session we have. Once we get careless 
or come to regard lightly what we have 
of blessing or privilege w'e begin to lose 
it. Gratuities come too cheaply and they 
go too easily. Privileges and blessings, 
whatever form they may take, will not 
abide without the disciplines they impose. 

Take health itself, how in the full flush 
of it we accept it as ours by right. Why 
shouldn’t we enjoy it and use it as freely 
and prodigally as we please? It is just 
at this stage where we assume our right 
to it, that we grow careless in the use of 
it, and then?—some symptom discloses it- 
self, some part of the human mechanism 
betrays a weakness and we are due for a 

period of enforced idleness or, worse, some 

serious breakdown. No. the greater our 

privileges, the richer our blessings, the 
greater the demand to preserve and 

maintain them, and that means accept- 
ed habits of self-control and discipline. 
“He died of old age at 25,” was written 
of a young man who thought that health 
and free Indulgence were his by right. 
Good health, consistent enjoyments, the j 
capacity to take life as it comes and to 
meet its disappointments and successes 

with good grace, call for a disciplined 
will and a ready obedience of the known 
laws of wholesome living. We “can't 
have our cake and eat it'’; we can’t have 
the best gifts of life and ruthlessly wraste ! 

them. Every athlete knows what it costs 
to be physically fit. Every man who has 
to use to the fullest his mind in the pur- 
suit of his profession or calling knows 
that it costs something and that it de- 
mands rigid obedience of well known and 
well established rules. 

All this applies to our corporate life. 
Suddenly and in our security we are 

faced with a situation that suggests 
perils. What these perils are the 
wisest cannot adequately state. The 
result Is a panicky consciousness of our 
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Fifty Years Ago 
In The Star 

Fifty years ago a man who became 
widely knotvn as "Prof. Wiggins" under- 

took to establish a long- 
->„au$e or 

range system of weather 
Tornadoes forecasting which aroused 
Given great national interest. 

The Star of July 29, 1890. reproduces the 
substance of an interview with him by a 

New York Sun correspondent in Ottarva, 
Canada, concerning his claim that he 
had discovered the source of tornadoes 
and waterspouts, which had been caus- 

ing great destruction. The "Professor” 
said: 

"The sheaf of telegraph and telephone 
wires stretching over the roof of a build- 
ing will certainly protect it from any 
thunderbolt, b*t the network of wires in 
cities suddenly exhausts the electricity 
from thunderbolts and as a result causes 

tornadoes and waterspouts over and in 
the vicinity of cities. This I stated on 

April 8. 1889, and in justice to myself 
T must quote that letter, which is as 

follows: 
“'A disastrous drought has prevailed 

In Ontario since the spring of 1887. and 
while probably continuing during the 
summer of 1889 the question I propose to 
ask and answer is: What is the cause? 
Two conditions are necessary to produce 
rain—first, moisture in the atmosphere 
and. second, a condenser to precipitate it. 
Evaporation, which supplies humidity to 
the atmosphere, being constant, there 
can be no defect as to the first condition. 

What are the condensers? There are two 
planetary conjunctions which cause a 

sudden fall of temperature, and. second, 
electricity. The former acts in periods of 
weeks or months, the latter tw7o or three 
times a week. Electricity is therefore 
our chief agent in producing rain. 

‘What causes a thunderstorm'5 I 
answer that it is electricity isolated in a 

cloud which moves over the earth's sur- 

face. Electricity is a cold substance and 
so long as it is unable to disperse by 
conduction so long will its coldness con- 

tinue to act as a condenser and precipi- 
tate the moisture as rain. The dry 
ground beneath being a non-conductor, 
a single electric cloud, if not dispersed by 
conductors artificially stretched across 

its path, may travel from Toronto to 
Belleville, or from Kingston to Ottawa, 
and water a vast tract of country be- 
neath its grateful path. Place a net- 
work of wires before it and the cloud will 
break with the first clap of thunder. 
Such a cloud, unless of a great area and 
electric power, could not pass Toronto, 
for its electric force would be dispersed 
by a sea of telephone and telegraph 
wires, not only over Canada but to New7 
Orleans and San Francisco and wherever 
a connection happened to be at that mo- 
ment. 

‘These telegraph and telephone wires, 
like modern Mercurys, are stealing the 
thunderbolts of Jupiter and in a few 
years, if the strong arm of the law does 
not interfere, the Canadian farmer will 
look upon his premises as worthless 
fields that once budded and bloomed as 

the rose. But it will not be the hus- 
bandman only who will suffer. When an 

electris cloud is suddenly burst by run- 

ning upon conductors its collapse pro- 
duces a cyclone and these almost invari- 
ably occur over and in the vicinity of 
cities and spread desolation and death in 
their trail. Ohio, Pennsylvania and the 
Mississippi States were strangers to 
these messengers of death until the iron 
web was woven over their territory and 
now they are the home of drought and 
cyclones, and the same wire which 
brought the destroyer out of the brain of 
Jupiter tells of his carnival of death in 
demolishing buildings and scattering de- 
bris and human beings through the air. 

" ‘The prevailing winds in Ontario are 
from southwest to west. This is the great 
eastbound current, running at first up 
the Mississippi Valley to the Great Lakes, 
there joining the current which is mak- 
ing its way down the St. Lawrence Valley 
and over the maritime provinces. For- 
merly this supplied almost continued rain 
to this province, being loaded with mois- 
ture and charged with electricity, which 
it carried along as its condenser. The 
great metal sea now exhausts it of its 
electric energy, so that it refuses to part 
with the aqueous burden until it strikes 
the cold currents which move down the 
eastern shores of North America. Hence 
the floods and the continued rains in 

Quebec and the maritime provinces.’ 
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incapacity and unreadiness to meet them. 
The pages of our daily press and the ar- 

ticles in our magazines are filled with 
dire prophecies of our unfitness to face 
a crisis. Why? Because we have lived 
so softly, taken life so easily, regarded 
ourselves as so strong and secure from 
the ilLs of other peoples and nations that 
we are wholly unprepared to meet a set 
of conditions we had never believed could 
be ours. "It can't happen here,” so a 

clever novelist puts it, expresses the aver- 

age idea of the average American. We 
do possess amazing recuperative powers, 
but we need to be reminded that these 
powers belong to a people who can accept 
discipline and practice self-restraint. 

rnysical ntness is related to moral fit- 
ness. They go together. It were well for 
us to appraise our moral worth and fit- 
ness before we think in terms of our 
mechanical and industrial capacities. 
We have the latter in ways that no other 
nation has them. Doubtless we can out- 
build, if we have to, any nation in the 
world, but it is the part of folly to place 
our security in our proficiency and skill 
as builders of mechanisms, offensive and 
defensive. Any consistent diagnosis of 
our corporate health discloses a moral 
condition that is subnormal. We in this 
privileged country have grown careless of 
the gifts and privileges we enjoy. We 
have assumed they were ours by right. 
Civic and religious duties we have ac- 

cepted at our convenience. That religion 
had an indispensable place in our life 
and that it called for restraint and the 

recognition of wholesome, health-giving 
practices, reasonably accepted disciplines, 
we indifferently recognized. This was a 

Christian Nation—what a proud boast! 
To prove it means more than saying 
creeds or singing lustily “Our fathers’ 
God, to Thee.” Individually and collec- 
tively, we are being compelled to reap- 
praise ourselves. America needs above 
all else moral and spiritual rejuvenation. 
Without it, there are difficult days ahead. 

Capital Sidelights 
By Will P. Kennedy. 

Abolition of the electoral college is 
again being discussed. Jefferson pro- 
posed it as early as 1801 and Jackson 
urged it in each of his eight annual j 
messages to Congress; after the Civil 
War such leaders as Charles Sumner of 
Massachusetts and Oliver P. Morton of 
Indiana advocated direct presidential 
elections. On November 5 the voters 
cast their votes. Appointed" in Novem- 
ber in each State, presidential electors 
meet at the 48 State capitals on De- 
cember 16 to ‘‘choose'1 a President and 
Vice President. Then on January 5, the 
day after the Seventy-seventh Congress j 
convenes, the President of the Senate, 
in the presence of the combined mem- 

bership of House and Senate will canvass ! 
the ballots submitted by the States and 
announce the result. A constitutional 
amendment is necessary to effect a re- 
form of this method of electing a Chief 
Executive. Sixteen States have shown 
their disapproval of the present system 
by eliminating electors’ names from the 
ballot, letting the voters check the canai- | 
date of their party persuasion. The Con- : 

stitution provides that “each State shall 
appoint — electors” in the manner 

designated by the State Legislature. 
Fourteen years ago a member of Con- 
gress pointed out that a State Legislature 
could vest the appointment of electors 
in “a board of bank directors, a turnpike 
corporation or a synagogue.” The elec- 
toral college has never worked as the 
Founding Fathers expected—with the 
possible exception of the first two presi- 
dential elections. The original method 
of selecting the Vice President proved 
unsatisfactory and was changed under 
the 12th amendment to the Constitution, 
adopted in 1804. With the rise of po- 
litical parties the “electors" have become 
“rubber stamps.” In 1824 Jackson re- 
ceived 99 electoral votes to 84 for John 
Quincy Adams, with 78 divided between 
W. H. Crawford and Henry Clay; the 
election was thrown into the House and 
Adams was chosen. Two Presidents have 
taken office who had a smaller popular 
vote than their opponents—Tilden had 
more than Hayes in 1876 and Benjamin 
Harrison had 100.000 fewer than Cleve- 
land in 1888. Nine times in the 28 
presidential elections since 1828. under 
popular choice of electors, the winner 
merely had a plurality and not a ma- 

jority of the popular vote. After the 
1932 election Senator Norris, independ- 
ent, of Nebraska and Representative 
Lea. Democrat, of .California sponsored 
a constitutional amendment to abolish 
the electoral college. Lea got a favorable 
report, but the House did not act upon 
it. The Senate rejected the Norris res- 

olution, 42 to 24—two less than the 
requisite two-thirds majority, 

* * * * 

Echoes of the past— 
Only a few years ago—as decades fly— 

the “Mayor of Washington” was Repre- 
sentative Ben Johnson of Bardstown. Ky. 
“Rare Ben Johnson,” his colleagues some- 
times called him. He was tall, square- 
shouldered, a powerful man physically 
and mentally, and with a dominant per- 
sonality. He had a kind heart which 
he tried to hide. Before coming to Con- 
gress he had been Speaker in the Ken- 
tucky Legislature, wras appointed col- 
lector of internal revenue by President 
Cleveland and had served in the State 
Senate. He served in Congress from 
1907 to 1927 and wa9 chairman of the 
House District Committee. After volun- 
tarily retiring from the House he was 
chairman of the Kentucky Highway 
Commission and still is active there. 
Next May he will be 83 years of age. 
He has recently corresponded with old 
friends here and expects to come to 
Washington soon to renew old ac- 
quaintanceships and particularly to visit 
his daughter, Mrs. R. C. Cranford, whose 
husband is commandant at Port Belvoir. 
His old friends in Congress are going to 
“throw a party for abstemious Ben” when 
he gets here. 

* * * * 
The congressional secretariat again is 

waving its banners—another veteran 
secretary is coming into Congress in his 
own right. Some of the ablest members 
of both House and Senate earned their 
way to Congress that way. Now it is 
Herbert C. Bonner, secretary to the very 
able and popular Representative Lindsay 
C. Warren, chairman of the Committee 
on Accounts, who has just been con- 

firmed as the new Controller General. 

Discusses Cost of 
Defense Program 
By Frederic J. Haskin. 

What now seems a secondary consid- 
eration In this country’s national de- 
fense program is its cost. It seems to 
take a second place in the minds of the 
people, for while there has been an In- 
creasing outcry in the last few years 
against public spending and mounting 
taxes, little opposition is registered 
against an outlay of $10,000,000,000 for 
protection. 

Excluding pacifists, who, according to 
Webster, register opposition to war or to 
the use of military force for any purpose, 
the opinion in the United States has al- 
ways been widespread that investment 
in national defense is a sound and eco- 
nomical policy. The cost is recognized, 
but when this is considered in relation to 
probable benefits, opposition is usually 
small. 

Through the centuries peace-loving 
nations have tried to find solution to the 
problem of defense without the con- 

stantly increasing cost of maintaining 
armed forces. But that solution has 
never been found. Records show that 
it is not even possible to go from year to 
year on the same equipment basis, for 
devices of war are soon outmoded and 
must be replaced by something more 
modern. When one nation advances its 
preparedness program by introducing 
more modern equipment, other nations 
take the same step. 

Now reading like prophecy, a student 
of international affairs said five years 
ago: The one great concern of all na- 
tions in an ever-expanding program of 
preparedness is the type of weapons that 
may be used in the event of future wars. 
Aircraft, deadly gases, tanks that know 
the power and capacity for mass killings, 
are all being studied. It is known to 
each nation that all other nations are 
carrying on experiments in well-guarded 
chemical laboratories:” These modem 
weapons and other death-dealing instru- 
ments are not being produced at small 
cost. 

Preparedness Is achieved and wars 
fought on borrowed money. In 1935 
Great Britain startled the world by an- 

nouncing a gigantic rearmament pro- 
gram to cover a period of five years and 
costing $7,500 000.000. to be financed 
mostly through loans. From the time 
Hitler came into power in 1933 until Its 
fall under the Nazi stroke. France bor- 
rowed heavily to meet its military budget. 
The conquest of Ethiopia by Italy was 
made on borrowed funds and Germany 
has for several years been the heaviest 
borrower of all nations for military pur- 
poses. 

In 1935 the nations of the world were 
spending four times more annually for 
national defense than they were spend- 
ing prior to the first World War—the 
event that brought about so much talk 
and effort toward peace. Beginning with 
1936 and continuing to date, Great 
Britain, Russia, Japan, Italy and Ger- 
many have spent almost 50 per cent of 
their national budgets for preparedness. 
Not one of these great powers is able 
to meet its expenses without borrowing. 
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Expenditure for national defense or 
the actual prosecution of war is still 
mounting the world over, which means 

that taxpayers are not only burdened 
with repaying the principal on loans, 
but must be taxed for many years to 
meet interest. The general economic 
aspect is also affected by military expan- 
sions. When huge amounts are provided 
for war materials, the cost of coal, iron, 
steel and copper rises. This gives oppor- 
tunity for rise in prices of other commod- 
ities. and in the end nearly everything 
men and women need Increases in price. 
Fixed salaries being more difficult to 
increase, the spread between income and 
necessary expenditures widens and the 
reserve of savings is drained to meet the 
difference. When the gap between in- 
come and expenditures reaches an un- 
bearable point, the demand for goods 
almost automatically stops and a crash 
is the inevitable result. 

Economists in recent years have re- 

peatedly pointed out that ever-expanding 
military budgets may lead the world to 
another crash as was experienced in 1929. 
To avoid this, for a time attempts were 
made for nations to reach an agreement 
as to how much each would spend an- 

nually for defense purposes. The un- 

willingness of a few nations to accept 
such an agreement thwarted the plan 
and since then each nation has been for 
itself. Confidence between nations now 

seems to be the lowest of all centuries, 
thus hastening and increasing the pre- 
paredness program of each. 

While preparedness is widely approved 
by all nations, it is apparently dawning 
upon most leaders of the world that wars 

result in economic loss rather than gain, 
and that even a conquering nation can- 
not escape the unhappy aftermath of 
conflict. It is said that even Hitler still 
regards his conquests as one of the great- 
est gambles of all time. 
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A Polish banker in 1897 said that the 
killing of men in future wars would not 
equal the social and economic distress 
that would follow. If the social and eco- 
nomic structures of the world were torn 
asunder as a result of the first World 
War. the banker's prophecy would seem 
to stand, even in the face of the 10,000.- 
000 known dead soldiers, 20,000,000 
wounded, 3.000,000 missing, 13.000,000 
dead civilians. 9.000.000 war orphans and 
10.000,000 refugees. That war cost *189,- 
000,000,000. but that, too, is small com- 

pared with the loss of production, de- 
struction of property, interruption of 
trade and other losses directly and indi- 
rectly traceable to that conflict. But 
that situation, bad as it proved to be, 
will likely be small in comparison to the 
devastation now being wrought. 

All signs point to a continuance of the 
present preparedness race, but there ap- 
pears to be growing sentiment, at least 
among the nations of the Western Hemi- 
sphere, that preparedness should not 
mean preparedness for war, but an in- 
strument of peace. National defense 
does not contemplate killing any more 
than do police forces whose arms have 
been found to be the most effective 
means for the prevention of killing. 

Having renounced aggression, the sole 
Justification of preparedness by the 
United States is self-defense. It is not 
only a right but a most solemn obliga- 
tion placed upon the Federal Govern- 
ment by the Constitution. But prepared- 
ness means huge outlays of money, high- 
er taxes and an increase in the cost of 
living. Yet these things are of small im- 
portance when there is probability of at- 
tack from some aggressor. 
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