
Doctrine of 'Greater East Asia’ • 

Broadens Danger for America 
Japan’s Announced Totalitarian Policy Threatens 

to Expand Domination to Lands That 
U. S. Finds Essential to Trade 

By Oliver McKee. . 

Under the plans announced last week 
by Premier Fumimaro Konoye for the 
creation of a “new order for greater 
East Asia," Japan proposes to bring 
the Netherlands Indies and French Indo- 
china under her economic control. 
While the axis powers are seeking to 
smash the last barrier to their domina- 
tion of Europe—the resistance of an em- 

battled Britain, and the long arm of 
British sea power—Japan, now a totali- 
tarian state, apparently has decided that 
conditions are favorable for an advance 
toward the South Seas. To the United 
States, this advance will have implica- 
tions of far-reaching importance. For 
economic domination will mean eventual 
political control. 

The disclosure of the plans of the 
Japanese government came two days 
after President Roosevelt, as a national 
defense measure, had placed a ban on 

the export of aviation gasoline to coun- 

tries outside the Western Hemisphere. 
Earlier, also as a defense measure, the 
administration had issued an order pro- 
hibiting the export of certain grades of 
oil and scrap metal, except under a 

special license. For her supplies of 
scrap, petroleum and aviation gasoline, 
Japan has been largely dependent on the 
United States. Japanese officials have 
Interpreted these export bans as moves 

by the Washington administration to 
apply economic pressure against Japan, 
and they have not concealed their re- 
sentment. 

Indies Vastly Wealthy. 
In the Netherlands Indies, Holland 

has one of the world's richest colonial 
empires. Covering an area almost as 

large as that of the United States, the 
Islands are enormously rich in tropical 
raw' materials, including many which 
Japan lacks. More than 30 per cent of 
the world's output of rubber comes from 
the Dutch East Indies. In addition to 
rubber, other important products are 

quinine—of which the Netherlands Indies 
enjoys a virtual world monopoly—oil, 
tin. kapok, tea. sugar and pepper. The 
Islands also have extensive iron deposits, 
it present only partially developed. 

French Indo-China is likewise rich in 
raw materials. Though the cultivation 
of rice is the chief source of wealth, 
Indo-China has large deposits of coal. 
Other resources include wood, tin, phos- 
phates and precious stones. There is a 

possibility, also, of high quality rubber 
production on an extensive scale. 

Without raw materials, Japan can 

hardly maintain her place as a world 
power. Though Japan has some coal, 
her supply of iron ore is inadequate. She 
Is nearly self-sufficient in copper, and 
has enough mica, sulphur, chromium 
and tungsten to meet her normal re- 

quirements. For petroleum, iron, steel 
and machinery, she is heavily dependent 
on imports from overseas. Back of Ja- 
pan's imperialistic march of the last 
few years lies a determination to acquire 
essential raw materials. 

Japanese imperialists have long looked 
with avid eyes toward the Dutch East 
Indies and other rich colonial possessions 
of European powers in East Asia. Other 
than commercial considerations, how- 
ever, have played a part in the move- 
ment for expansion southward. In his 
book, “Japan Must Fight Britain,” pub- 
lished in 1936, Lt. Comdr. Tota Ishimam 
had this to say about the Netherlands 
Indies: “It is no exaggeration to say 
that they constitute the strategical.key 
to Australia, New Zealand aIndia, 
not to mention Singapore.” Strategically, 
the Dutch East Indies have’great im- 
portance. 

Mother Countries Fall. 
Now that Holland has been conquered 

by the Nazis, the Dutch East Indies can 

expect no help from the mother country, 
if Japan decides to bring the islands 
under her economic and political dom- 
ination. Nor, by the same token, can 

French Indo-China expect any help from 
prostrate France. Both are colonial 
plums ripe for the picking. 

That Japan will confine her economic 
advance to French Indo-China and 
the Dutch East Indies seems hardly 
likely. If the axis powers bring Britain 
to her knees, British Malaya, Singapore, 
the Straits Settlements and other British 
possessions in East Asia, all rich in raw 

materials, will offer an easy mark for 
Japan. So, too, will Siam. 

The United States is largely dependent 
on the Dutch East Indies, British Malay 
and other countries in East Asia for its 
supplies of rubber, tin and several other 
strategic materials, essential both to in- 
dustry and national defense. The eco- 

nomic domination of these areas by 
Japan not only will endanger our sup- 

plies of strategic materials but will sub- 
ject American trade to totalitarian con- 

trols. If post-war Europe is ruled by 
the Axis powers, American exporters will 
face a drastically-curtailed market. If 
Japan imposes a totalitarian economic 
system on the Far East, the “open door” 
will go completely out of the window and 
America will be permitted to sell in the 
Far East only goods which Japan needs 
end upon Japan's terms. 

Raises Philippines Question. 
In a Far East dominated by Japan 

economically, there would be no place 
for a free and independent Philippines. 
As long as the islands remain under the 
American flag they will continue to en- 

joy substantial economic benefits, 
through trade with the United States. 
As an independent country, the Philip- 
pines could hardly long remain outside 
the “self-sufficient” system which Japan 
te creating in the Far East. • 

Since the invasion of Manchuria in 
1931, relations between the United States 
and Japan have been under increasing 
strain. The present administration has 
followed the doctrine enunciated by the 
then Secretary of State Stimson, soon 

after the occupation of Manchukuo, of 
refusing to recognize the validity of ter- 
ritorial acquisitions obtained by force or 

accomplished in violation of existing 
treaties. 

On April 17, 1934, Eiji Amau, spokes- 
man for the Japanese Foreign Office, 
made a statement emphasizing Japan's 
“special responsibilities” in East Asia and 
warning western powers against tak- 
ing any measures likely to encourage 
the resistance of China against Japan. 
In this statement Tokio, in effect, pro- 
mulgated an Asiatic Monroe Doctrine. 
In commenting on this declaration Sec- 
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retary Hui'. said “in the opinion of the 
American people and the American Gov- 
ernment, no nation can, without the as- 

sent of the other nations concerned, 
rightfully endeavor to make conclusive 
its will in situations where there are in- 
volved the rights, the obligations and the 
legitimate interests of other sovereign 
states,” The Nine Power Treaty had 
guaranteed to all signatories equal rights 
in China. 

The same year, the question of naval 
limitation precipitated another sharp 
controversy between the two countries. 
Japan presented a demand for naval 
parity with Great Britain and the United 
States, a demand opposed by both Brit- 
ain and the United States. Japan with- 
drew from the naval conference which 
convened in London late in 1935. Pre- 
viously, the Tokio government had an- 

nounced its intention of abrogating the 
Washington naval treaty. With the end- 
ing of quantitive limitations, Japan em- 

barked upon a huge construction pro- 
gram, the details of which have been 
shrouded with great secrecy. 

Boycott Urged Early. 
Though the administration declined to 

invoke the Neutrality Act at the outbreak 
of the Sino-Japanese War three years 
ago, it made plain on several occasions 
its disapproval of Japan's use of force 
against China. As the war continued, 
there was a widespread demand for the 
application of boycott and embargo 
measures to halt Japan's war of aggres- 
sion in China. Former Secretary Stim- 
son—now' Secretary of War—in a long 
letter published in several American 
newspapers, urged that the United States 
and Great Britain apply economic pres- 
sure against Japan. In her undeclared 
war against China Japan was dependent 
on the United States and Great Britain 
for a large part of her vital war mate- 
rials. A joint embargo of war materials, 
it was argued, would quickly end the war. 

As it became increasingly apparent that 
Japan's plans for a new order in East 
Asia threatened our commercial and 
other interests, American promts be- 
came sharper in tone. In its note of Oc- 
tober 6, 1938. for example, the S^ate De- 
partment declared that recent develop- 
ments clearly indicated that “the Jap- 
anese authorities are seeking td^stablish 
in areas which have come under .Jap- 
anese military occupation general prefer- 
ences for, and superiority of, Japanese 
interests, an inevitable effect of which 
will be to frustrate the practical applica- 
tion of the principle of the open door, 
and deprive American nationals of equal 
opportunity.” 

In July, 1939, the United States served 
notice of its intention to abrogate the 
Japanese-American commercial treaty 
of 1911. The treaty was terminated on 
January 26, 1940, at the conclusion of the 
required six months’ notice. Its termi- 
nation removed legal obstacles to the 
application of an embargo on the ship- 
ments of war materials to Japan. Abro- 
gation of the treaty was a plain indi- 
cation that the administration had de- 
cided that the time l-,d come to use 

stronger^“tion than diplomatic •note- 
writing to secure respect for the rights 
of American citizens in those parts of 
China held by the Japanese military 
authorities. 

In a forthright speech before an audi- 
ence of leading Japanese, Ambassador 
Grew last October said that to Ameri- 
cans the new order in East Asia “has 
appeared to include depriving Americans 
of their long-established rights in 
China.” “The American people.” he de- 
clared, “have good reason to believe that 
an effort is being made to establish con- 
trol, in Japan's own interests, in large 
areaS of the continent of Asia, and im- 
pose on them, a System of closed 
economy.” • 

Apply Pressure. 

Despite feelers emanating* from Tokio, 
the State Department has taken no steps 
to conclude a new track treat*- with 
Japan. During the present session of 
Congress, several embargo resolutions 
have been introduced in Congress. The 
United States Fleet, as a precautionary 
measure, has been based at Hawaii. Fol- 
lowing the imposition of a virtual em- 

bargo on petroleum and scrap metal ex- 

ports, the administration last week 
placed a ban on the export of aviation 
gasolin£. Though explained as national 
defense measures* these two moves 
plainly indicate a more vigorous eco- 
nomic policy by the United States to- 
ward Japan.* Today, the tension in the 
relations between the two countries is 
plainly apparent. 

The United States has been a chief 
supplier of war materials to Japan. The 
embargo on aviation gasoline, petroleum 
and scrap metals will make more difficult 
the prosecution of her undeclared war 
in China, now entering its fourth year. 
Japan's sales of silk and other commodi- 
ties in the United States are of vital im- 
portance in her national economy and 
provide much needed foreign exchange. 
In the event of an open break with the 
United States. Japan would lose her ex- 

port market in this country. This would 
be a serious loss. 

In her present policies in the Far East, 
Japan is employing the same methods 
used by the axis powers in Europe. The 
blue prints of the “Greater East Asia” 
are modeled on the plans of Hitler and 
his axis partner for the post-war eco- 

nomic and political domination of Eu- 
rope. In Asia, as in Europe, if the totali- 
tarians achieve their objectives, the 
United States will hereafter face a 

“closed economy.” This will mean less 
foreign trade, a probable decline in living 
standards at home and the necessity for 
maintaining an impregnable defense at a 
huge cost to safeguard the Western 
Hemisphere against totalitarian aggres- 
sion. 

British Turn German 
Guns Against Them 

LONDON (Correspondence of the As- 
sociated Press).—Britain soon will be 
turning German guns against the Nazis. 

Hundreds of German weapons, tro- 
phies of the World War, have been col- 
lected from army parade grounds and 
public parks by the government’s Iron 
and steel control organization. Melted 
down in ordnance factory furnaces, they 
are being fashioned into modern guns. 

V. S: Defenses—1917 and 1940 
A Comparison of Nation’s Military Line-Ups 

By Richard L. Stokes. 
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THEN NOW 
REGULAR ARMY • 

107,641 officers and men. Army kept for years by 
Congress on “starvation rations.” Preparedness defined 
by President Wilson in 1916 as “interesting academic exer- 
cise.” War Department in state of disorganization de- 
scribed as “chaotic and almost hopeless.” Infantry, cav- 
alry and field artillery without responsible heads. Trench 
warfare, new style of fighting had to be mastered. But 
Selective Service plan was ready. In 19 months Nation 
had 4,057,000 men under arms; 2.086,000 were sent over- 
seas and 1.390.000 saw combat service. 

252,000 officers and men; all divisions streamlined in 
modern “triangular” formation. Prior to June 30, 1940, 
eight years’ military appropriations, $4,215,807,671. War 
Department reorganized. First Chief of Field Artillery, 
1817; first Chiefs of Infantry and Cavalry, 1920. But vir- 

tually all equipment obsolete overnight. Till six weeks 
ago, only one mechanized brigade. Armored corps of two 
divisions being organized. Selective service system of 
1917 retained with little change. Present program for 
Army of 2,000,000 by October, 1941. 

NATIONAL GUARD 
174.000 officers and men; of these 135.000 had just re- 242,708 officers and men; inferior in training to 1917 

turned from eight months' intensive field training at mintia. President Roosevelt has asked Congress for 
camps or on Mexican border. Dispatched Overseas were 
425.000 militiamen, who suffered 40 per cent of A. E. F. authority to call out entire National Guard for one years 

casualties. field service. 

NAVY 
Fully ready when America entered war; ample for 

any service required. In commission, 39 battleships (14 

first class), 9 cruisers, 52 destroyers, 44 submarines. 

Under construction, 9 battleships, 5 battle cruisers, 62 de- 
stroyers, 71 submarines. Convoyed 4,000,000 soldiers to 

Europe without loss of man; bottled up German U-boats 
by laying mine field across North Sea. 

Second strongest fleet in world, first in gunnery, 
battle efficiency high. But so unequal to task of protect- 
ing Western Hemisphere in two oceans that 10-year pro- 
gram is on for 70 per cent expansion, at cost of $7,410,000,- 
000. In commission, 15 battleships, 6 aircraft carriers, 37 

cruisers, 236 destroyers, 101 submarines. About 75 per 
cent of combat craft over age. Under construction, 10 

battleships, 5 aircraft carriers, 21 cruisers, 61 destroyers, 
41 submarines. 

MERCHANT MARINE 
8.468,694 tons. 7,865,421 tons. 

AVIATION 
Army, 59 planes, 2 flying fields, personnel of 194. mili- 

tary and civilian; Navy, 54 planes, 38 flying officers, 163 
enlisted men. All craft unsuitable for combat; not one in 
America had ever mounted machine gun. Only rudi- 
ments of aviation industry; no aeronautical engineers and 
designers; no commercial airlines. In 19 months American 
factories built 32.420 aircraft engines and attained produc- 
tion rate of 20.000 planes a year. 

Army, 3.000 planes, 2,000 rated pilots, 43,000 enlisted 
men, 15 major air bases, 90 flying fields; Navy, 2,100 
planes, 3,000 pilots. Of all fighting planes in both arms, 
40 per cent obsolete or obsolescent. Planes on order— 
Army, 2.500; Navy, 2,100. Country possesses $150,000,000 
aviation industry and world's leading commercial flying 
system. Civil Aeronautics Authority has 32.000 students 
in ground schools and 17,494 in flight courses. 

Twice in 23 years have the American 
people been summoned to devote their 
national energies to military prepara- 
tion. The design of this article is to 

recount the principal assets and tri- 
umphs, the handicaps and reverses, of 
1917; and to consider what appear tha 
chances in 1940 of repeating the first 
and avoiding the second. 

Not long ago the War Department 
released for publication in the Field 
Artillery Journal sections of a work it 
had suppressed for years—the "Memoirs’’ 
of Brig. Gen. William J. Snow, U. S. A 
retired. In the summer of 1917 Col. 
Snow, as he then was, re-established the 
School of Fire at Fort Sill, Okla. Having 
swiftly expanded its capacity 100-fold, he 
attracted attention in Washington, and 
on February 1. 1918, was ordered to re- 

port to the chief of staff. 

Arriving on a Sunday afternoon, the 
author relates, he was unable to find a 

single officer on duty at the War De- 
partment, though the country for 10 
months had been engaged in a battle 
of "life and death.” He sought out the 
home of Gen. Tasker H. Bliss, and dis- 
covered that the chief of staff was spend- 
fiig ‘he day in the country. Gen. Bliss 

•returned at 10 p.m. and informed Col. 
Snow he had been chosen as the first 
chief of field artillery in the history of 
the American Army. Strange to say, 
only the coast artillery then possessed 
a responsible executive head. Not until 
the National Defense Act of 1920 were 

the posts of chief of infantry and chief 
of cavalry established. 

On the following morning Col. Snow 
was presented to Newton D. Baker, 
Secretary of War, who inquired whether 
his visitor had not recently returned 
from Prance. "A shadow crossed his 
face” when Col. Snow replied that he 
had never been in France. There was 

only desk-room available at the War 
Department, so an office was borrowed 
from Elihu Root. When Col. Snow askefl 
for stationery, he was supplied with a 

rubber stamp bearing the legend: “Office 
of the Chief of Field Artillery.” Then 
he put two questions to Gem. Bliss: 
"First, who will define fny duties, re- 

sponsibilities, prerogatives, and so forth; 
and second, who will put me in touch 
with field artillery* conditions?” ■ Gen. 
Bliss took his arm, Gen. Snow recalls, 
and replied that the answer to both" 
queries was: "I don't know.” 

No Ammunition Trains. 
He learned that the adjutant gen- 

eral's office was urmble to teU the num- 

ber of field artillery officers in the. Army, 
much less the number in each grade. 
There was not a single ammunition-train 
in existence; six months wer,r required 
to assemble one and get it to France. 
Neither was there a solitary trench 
mortar battery. Only one-third of the 
field artillery brigades were commanded 
by field artillery officers. While nosing 
among the records in April, 1918, Col. 
Snow found a cablegram from Gen. 
Pershing, dated the previous October, in 
which there was an urgent demand for 
field artillery. The communication had 
simply been marked ‘file'’ and stowed 
away for seven months in a pigeonhole. 

These passages are cited to illustrate 
the state of disorganization, described as 

"chaotic and almost hopeless,” which 
reigned at the top of the Army when 
the United States entered the war and 
for months afterward. When one re- 

flects that on Armistice Day, November 
11, 1918, the Nation had 4,057,000 men 

under arms, of whom 2,086,000 had been 
sent overseas and 1,390,000 saw combat 
service—then a belief becomes persuasive 
that the United States is a country to 
which nothing is impossible. 

Paradoxically, it was in the recruit- 
ment of a great Army and the develop- 
ment of military aviation—the two fields 
in which a start was made perforce from 
scratch—that the Wilson administration 
scored its most brilliant success; while 
defeat was encountered in a province 
with the advantage of two years of 
preparation—that of the manufacture 
and transport of munitions. 

In 1917, the country possessed virtually 
no aviation industry, but its private 
manufacturers of munitions were flour- 
ishing because of orders from Great 
Britain and France. Today it has a 

thriving $150,000,000 aviation industry, 
with a capacity of 900 planes a month, 
but, largely because of the death stroke 
administered by the Nye munitions in- 
vestigation of 1934, almost no private 
manufacturers of munitions. 

The United States enters its second 
preparedness program under the neces- 

sity of rebuilding its munitions industry 
from the ground up—for the Govern- 
ment’s six manufacturing arsenals can 
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supply less than one-tenth of its war- 

time needs. The first step was taken 
on July 17, when the War Department 
contracted' to finance a $25,000,000 
smokeless powder plant at Charlestown, 
Ind., to be constructed and operated by 
E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co. 

Auto Plants Made Planes. 

In May, 1917, on behalf of the Army 
and Navy, the Government ordered 334 
planes from 16 manufacturers, six of 
whom had never built more than 10 

planes each. There were few deliveries, 
since the firms in general promptly 
asked to be released from their contracts. 
The task was taken over by the auto- 
mobile industry. Starting from zero, 
American factories in 19 months con- 

structed a total of 32.420 aircraft engines 
of all types; and during October, 1918, 
delivered 1.651 completed planes, which 
meant that a production rate of nearly 
20.000 a year had been achieved. Either 

figure would be considered remarkable 
today. 

The history of the famous Liberty 
motor deserves a summary, as one of 
the most inspiring accomplishments of 
the World War and a stimulating portent 
for the future. In view of the babel of 
engines in the Allied air forces, American 
manufacturers determined to develop a 

standardized motor, suitable for mass 

production. Its design was completed 
at the end of May, 1917, less than two 
months after the United States declared 
wrar. The first Liberty motor, of 12. 
cylinders, was set up the following July 
4. and tested August 25. Stepped up to 
440 horsepower, with 100 pounds less 
weight and 100 horsepower in excess of 
its most efficient rival, the Rolls-Royce, 
it passed to the assembly line in Decem- 
ber. The production for that month was 

22 engines. In May, 1918. 1,243 Liberty 
motors were delivered for service. By 
November, the monthly rate was 3.056, 
and total production had mounted to 

15.572. 
'The figures piove it was scarcely the 

fault .of American industry if no more 

than 667 American-built planes ever 

reached, frontline service,# despite con- 

gressional appropriations totaling $704,- 
250.000 for military aviati«i. 
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Aviation Progress. 
TRie Army and Navy entered the World 

War wkh 113 planes between them, not 
one of which was suitable for combat, 
and-a combined aviation personnel, pilots 

.and enlistv men of 395. The Army had 
two flying fields. Not a plane in America 
had eV^r mounted a machine gun. On 
Armisttee Day. the Army possessed 48 

flying fields. 16.952 planes, 20.586 officer 
pilots and a personnel, military and 
civilian, of 174,456. The Navy had risen 
to 2,127 planes, 3.117 air officers and 
35,053 enlisted men. 

As in 1940, so in 1917 the United States 
Navy was ready to the last belaying pin— 
thanks to the imagination and foresight 
of Secretary Josephus Daniels. During 
1915-16 there had been completed four 
battleships, 10 destroyers and 7 sub- 
marines. In the Navy bill of 1916 Con- 
gress not only created the post of chief 
of naval operations, but appropriated 
$312,687,000 for the construction of 10 
battleships, 6 battle cruisers, 50 destroy- 
ers and 67 submarines. Plans for these 
vessels were completed before the bill 
was passed, so that contracts were let 
the next day and construction began 
before the end of the year. By April, 
1917, there were under construction 9 
battleships, 5 battle cruisers, 62 destroy- 
ers and 71 submarines. The commis- 
sioned strength of the fleet, at America’s 
entrance into the war, was 39 battleships, 
of which 14 were of first class; 9 heavy 
and 5 light cruisers, 52 destroyers and 
44 submarines. 

The American merchant marine was 
larger in 1917 than at present, the re- 

spective figures being 8,469,694 and 7,- 
865,421 tons. 

It is not too much to affirm that the 
American Navy of 1917 was amply cap- 
able of discharging any service which, 
under the circumstances of that time, 
could conceivably have been exacted of 
it. Though actually far more powerful, 
the fleet of 1940 is relatively about half 
as strong. The Monroe Doctrine was 
unchallenged 23 years ago, and there 
was no reason for expecting the Navy 
to protect the entire Western Hemi- 
sphere, in Atlantic and Pacific, from 
Cape Horn to Labrador and Alaska. A 
confession of the situation’s multiplied 
peril is contained in the current 10-year 
program for expanding the fleet's 
strength by 70 per cent, at a cost of 
$7,410,000,000 for ships and planes under 
construction or authorized, with the goal 
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of a two-ocean fleet able to cope with 
any possible combination of powers. 

At present there are in commission 
15 battleships, 6 aircraft carriers, 27 
light and heavy cruisers, 236 destroyers 
and j.01 submarines. Every category, 
save that of heavy cruisers, reveals 
some proportion of over-age ships. On 
the building ways are 10 battleships, 5 
aircraft carriers, 21 cruisers, 61 destroy- 
ers and 41 submarines. The battleships, 
of 35.000 and 45.000 tons, are two to 
four years from completion. 

The Allies were certain at first they 
needed only money and munitions from 
the United States, and asked no more 
than division of “token" soldiers. As 
one deadly month followed another, the 
requirement rose to 500.000 men, then to 
1.000.000 and finally to 2.000,000. For 
different reasons. Army spokesmen com- 

plain, a grand strategic plan for sup- 
plies is just as impracticable today. 
The general staff has proposed an 
eventual Army of 4,000.000 trained and 
equipped men; but if war comes a year 
from now% it is maintained, there is 
not a man alive who knows whether the 
main theater of American operations 
will be the British Isles, the United 
States, Canada, South America or the 
Orient. 

A few' examples regarding munitions 
and supplies will paint the 1917 picture. 
The Graham Investigating Committee 
found that the Government spent $364,- 
226,608 on 998 contracts for 3-inch, 155- 
millimeter and 9.2-inch shells, and that 
none of them ever reached the firing 
line. The sum of $343,657,510 was spent 
on 1,128 contracts for 4.7-inch and 75- 
millimeter shells, of which only 20.000 
were fired by American troops, at an 

average cost of $17,182 a shell. 
Contracts for 240-caliber howitzers 

were let in June, 1917. The war was 
over before deliveries began. Several 
of the first guns tested blew up; it wras 
not until 10 years later that this style 
of howitzer was perfected. 

The Army had eight procurement 
agencies, which bid fiercely among them- 
selves for supplies and labor, and also 
against the Navy. The War Depart- 
ment's Ordnance Office cornered three 
times as much leather for harness as 

there were horses to wear it, with the 
result that the department’s Office of 
the Quartermaster General was unable 
to provide shoes for soldiers. Loaded 
freight cars, nearly all marked with 
“priority” tags, congested traffic in a 

30-mile radius of New York Harbor. 
Not until the War Resources Board was 

reorganized in March, 1918, was any 
success attained in controlling prices 
and restricting competitive bidding 
among Government agencies. Congress 
cut the traffic snarl at last by national- 
izing the country's railway system. 

M-Day Schedules Worked Out. 

A series of M-day schedules for in- 
dustrial mobilization has been worked 
out in detail, so that the War Depart- 
ment today knows it will require, in case 
of hostilities, some 70.000 specific and 
separate items, of which about 1,200 
would give trouble. It has surveyed 20.- 
000 industrial plants, and chosen 9,900 
for possible allocations. A scheme of 
“educational orders” has been worked 
out by which firms are financed for 
the installation of “sample” machine 
tools and crews, with the purpose of im- 

plementing short cuts to mass produc- 
tion. 

Finally, there is the new National 
Defense Advisory Commission, which in 
two months has cleared $1,728,195,829 
of Army and Navy contracts, which 
could be converted over night into a 

War Resources Board, and which con- 

tains in embryo all necessary war estab- 
lishments. 

To sum up, the crucial problem of 

1940, as it was in 1917, will not be man- 

power but material. One advantage of 

today is that the United States has a 

reserve of nearly 4,000,000 World War 

veterans, with an average age of 47 

years. Profit has been gained in many 
respects from the lessons of 23 years 
ago. It is evident at least that the 

same program of preparation could be 
achieved today with an economy of bil- 
lions of dollars and four to nine months 
of time, every single day of which might 
well prove invaluable. The difficulty is 
that the same program, owing to a revo- 

lution in the alignment of the great 
powers, can no longer serve. 
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Hull Gears West’s Democracies 
For Speed in Onrushing Crises 

Wins Great Diplomatic Victory by Securing From 
20 Good Neighbor Republics a Virtual 

Mandate to Guard Hemisphere 
By Constantine Brown. 

For the first time since the refining of 
the good-neighbor policy, a Pan-Amer- 
ican Conference has yielded tangible 
results. At Havana the delegates of the 
21 American republics have, for once, 
agreed to take practical steps at the first 
threat from any European country with- 
out possessions in the Western Hemi- 
sphere to plant its flag on this side of 
the Atlantic. 

A committee representing the five 
republics chiefly interested in the Ca- 

ribbean Sea—Brazil, Cuba, Colombia, 
Venezuela and the United States—has 
been delegated to act at once if any ot 
the motherless possessions appear in 
danger of adoption by either Herr Hitler 
or Signor Mussolini. Their action will, 
of course, be predicated upon the United 
States’ providing the necessary force 
under the control of the delegates of 
these republics. Token units might be 
sent from each of these states to show 
the unity of purpose of the Western 
republics. 

The Tennessean Secretary of State, 
Cordell Hull, has achieved the greatest 
victory In his diplomatic career. He was 
faced with a difficult task, since one of 
the most important republics, Argentina, 
was luke-warm to any proposal of co- 
operation. Mr. Hull's training in Con- 
gress has given him a good background 
to understand the sensibilities of the 
politician. He used all his charm and 
powers of persuasion on the Argentine 
delegation and succeeded in what most 
experts considered a hopeless task. 

Not Yet Completed. 
To say that the entire program has 

been completed would be wishful think- 
ing. The economic program, which is 
intended to cut off the totalitarian states 
from the American markets, must still be 
developed. For the time being, the Cen- 
tral and South American republics are 

falling into step with the United States 
because the British blockade is still 
effective and, furthermore, none of the 
Latin American republics can afford to 
cold-shoulder the $500,000,000 which the 

| Export-Import Bank offers to spend on 

j surplus raw material produced by the 
j 20 South American republics. 

What the situation would be if the 
British blockade were done away with 

I and Hitler and Musoslini spread their 
tenacies toward this hemisphere remains 
to be seen. But the main thing—the de- 

| tense of the Caribbean—has been 
i achieved without much trouble, 
j The Islands of Martinique and Guade- 
! loupe, as well as the Guianas, are imme- 

diately involved. The Petain-Laval gov- 
i ernment is so subservient to the Reich 
| that any order which Berlin may deem 
! advantageous to herself will be obeyed j immediately. 

There have been indications that even- 
tually the Germans may want to use 
the French possessions in the Western 

| Hemisphere as bases for their sub- 

! marines and aviation. The French air- 
: plane carrier, the Bearn, is still in Mar- 

tinique, and has, besides its usual com- 

j Plernent of 75 planes, over 150 crated 
American planes which it took from 
Canada before France's defeat. Under 
these circumstances it is considered pos- 

| sible that the German government, which 
has already forced France to surrender 
most of its war materials and is using 
French territory' for military' operations 
against Britain, may attempt to use the 
American possessions of France for 
bringing the w»ar even closer to the 
American continents. 

Obstacles Put in Way. 
The United States Government did not 

feel that it could occupy any territory 
in South America without the full agree- 
ment of the other republics. German 
and Italian diplomats have done their 
utmost to prevent such an agreement. 
All possible methods were used to effect 
this purpose. Uncle Sam was described 
as a decrepit sugar daddy who could not 
defend this hemisphere, should the to- 
talitarians start their drive over here. 
Most of the riparian states in the South- 
ern Hemisphere were warned that the 
day of reckoning is bound to come soon 
after Great Britain has been defeated. 

German commercial attaches spared 
no effort to prove to the interested re- 

publics that their economic destinies are 
closely bound to those of Europe and 
that as soon as this war is over—prob- 
ably in September, they say—there will 
be a tremendous demand for all the raw 
materials produced in Latin America. 
German diplomats, on the other hand, 
warned the South Americans that Ger- 
many has always treated those in her 
favor well and paid in kind those who 

hopped on the bandwagon too late. Thes* 
diplomats tried to convince the people 
in South America that even if Germany 
were to take over the possessions of 
Prance and Great Britain In the West- 
ern Hemisphere, none of the Latin Amer- 
icans could lose by this transfer of flags. 
On the contrary, their best customers 
would become neighbors and untold 
blessings w'ould result from this neigh- 
borliness. These were the handicaps 
which Mr. Hull had to overcome. He was 
confronted for several days with the 
same question from the wheat, cotton 
and cattle producing countries of the 
South American continent: What are 
we going to do with our crops and cattle 
if Great Britain is defeated and we can- 
not sell the main staple of our country 
to Europe? You in the United States 
neither need nor want our stuff. 

Election Immediate Factor. 
The delegates of the republics of 

South America had to be told that on 
the eve of a presidential election in the 
United States no pledge could be given 
to them that the drastic measures for 
the protection of the American farmer 
could be removed. But things are chang- 
ing fast these days and maybe in the 
fall—if the totalitarian menace becomes 
more threatening—something could be 
done to remove the existing offensive re- 
strictions. In the meantime, enough 
money has been placed to the credit of 
the Export-Import Bank in Washing- 
ton to meet the immediate requirements 
of all the South American republics for 
at least six months. The main thing at 
this time was not the matter of the 
surplus of raw materials, but close co- 

operation to prevent the axis from hoist- 
ing its flag over any of our neighbors. 

Despite the high esteem which most 
of the chiefs of armies have for the 
achievements of the German forces, the 
political leaders of the 20 republics agreed 
to prevent any change in the status quo 
and have given Uncle Sam what 
amounts to a mandate to take charge 
of this matter. 

In the event of a British defeat at the 
hands of Germany, nobody here worries 
any longer over the defense of the Carib- 
bean and the Panama Canal. Machinery 
can be set in motion in less than 24 
hours to install detachments of our 

marines in the French-owned Islands. 
If many more husky “tourists” with bad 
French accents arrive in Martinique, the 
marines and the sailors of the United 
States Navy will be in a position to 
handle the situation without drawing 
this country into a conflict with the 
Latin-American republics. 

Must Hasten Arms. 
This diplomatic victory so essential to 

the safety of the United States calls for 
a substantial hastening of the rearma- 
ment program. Should the German 
prophecy that the European war will be 
ended by the middle of September prove 
correct, the situation may become com- 

plex. The United States aviation force, 
although it has the advantage of being 
based close to its objectives, still is 
numerically inferior to the German- 
ftalian air force. Should the British 
Empire be overcome by the masses of 
German-Italian planes, the position of 

I the United States might be precarious 
unless war preparations are actually be- 
ing put into effect. Britain has appro- 
priated billions for national defense since 
1936, yet when the war broke out the 
British Empire had mostly paper units in 
the air and on land. With this “paper" 
preparation Britain and Trance promised 
security to almost every nation in Europe. 
When it came to actual facts, the former 
allies failed lamentably. 

To a certain extent the same situation 
exists here now; the burden of the de- 
fense of the Americas rests upon the 
shoulders of Uncle Sam. It is true that 
a huge military, naval and air program 
has been approved by Congress. But at 
present no time limit dictated by real 
haste has been placed on the production 
of these goods. And now, besides the de- 
fense of the shores of the United States, 
we also have to think of the protection 
of our neighbors. 

Nazis Told to Give Up 
Reading Thrillers 

BERLIN (IP).—Sherlock Holmes and 
similar detective story favorites have 
fallen Into sudden Nazi disfavor. 

Some sections of the press maintain 
that the majority of the detective stories 
are written by Englishmen. Hence, 
every pfennig spent on them enriches 
Germany's enemy, England. 
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