
President Put 
On Spot by 
Hatch Act 

Roosevelt Faces 

Unprecedented Curb 
In Re-election Qrive 
By DAVID LAWRENCE. 

To what extent is the President 
of the United States, whether run- 
ning for a second or a third term, 
now definitely inhibited by the 
Hatch law from 
using “his offi- 
cial authority 
for the purpose 
o f Interfering 
with or affecting 
the election or 

the nomination 
of any candidate 
for the office of 
President, Vice 
President, presi- 
dential elector, 
member of the 
Senate or mem- 
ber of the House 

Careful read- D»»id Lawrence, 

lng of the act as passed on August 2, 
1939, and the amendments of July 19, 
1940, discloses that restrictions now 

are in effect such as never before 
confronted a President of the United 
States when running for re-election. 

Can a President draw a line be- 
tween his activities as a candidate 
and as an official of the Govern- 
ment? Does not everything a Presi- 
dent says on current problems 
“affect” the election of the candi- 
dates of his party, including him- 
self? 

For one thing it seems clear that 
Mr. Roosevelt cannot accept radio 
facilities free in his capacity as 

President of the United States or the 
use of multiple networks such as 

have customarily been given him 
by virtue of his official postion if, 
during the course of any address 
he may make, there is anything 
therein which could be construed as 

likely to ‘•affect” the election of a 

President, a Vice President or any 
other candidate for office. 

11 Sections in 1939 Act. 
Nor can Mr. Roosevelt or any 

Other President hereafter use White 
House stationery or telephone lines 
from his office for the purpose of 
discussing politics or anything out- 
side his regular duties as President 
or hold conferences of a political 
nature on Government premises if 
the terms of the Hatch law are 

literally construed or if they are 

construed only half as legalistically 
as the New Deal courts and the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board con- 

strue the activities of an employer in 

Influencing or “affecting” the results 
of collective bargaining elections. 

There are 11 sections in the Hatch 
Ast of 1939. The first eight of them 
are concerned with criminal penal- 
ties and nobody is exempt from their 
provisions—not even the President 
or the members of his cabinet. 

In the ninth section, however, 
there is a specific exemption cover- 

ing the President, the Vice Presi- 
dent and officers of the executive 
branch of the Government whose 
appointments are confirmed by the 
Senate. * 

But the language of the ninth 
section which says that the words 
“officer or employe in the executive 
branch of the Federal Government” 
shall not be construed to include 
the President, Vice President and 
other high officials states clear.y 
that this exemption is “for the pur- 
poses of this section.” It is evident 
that nobody is exempted from the 
preceding eight sections of the Hatch 
law which stands as a separate 
entity just as much as if they had 
been embodied in a different statute 
altogether. 

Penalties Set Forth. 
The penalty for violating the first 

eight sections is ‘‘a fine of $1,000 or 

imprisonment for not more than one 

year, or both’-’ whereas the penalty 
for violating section 9 is simply 
removal from public office by means 
of an automatic withholding of 
funds used to pay the official’s pay 
or compensation. 

It is interesting to note that Con- 
gress repeated in section 9 almost 
the same language it used in section 
3 about prohibiting officials from 
using official authority but in the 
second instance the statute adds the 
word "influence.” The language of 
•ection 9 follows: 

“It shall be unlawful for any 
person employed in the executive 
branch of the Federal Government;, 
or any agency or department there- 
of, to use his official authority or 
Influence for the purpose of inter- 
fering with an election or affecting 
the result thereof. No officer or 
employe in executive branch of the 
Federal Government or any agency 
or department thereof, shall take 
any active part in political manage- 
ment or in political campaigns. All 
persons shall retain the right to vote 
as they may choose and to express 
their opinions on all political sub- 
jects and candidates. For the pur- 
poses of this section, the term ‘offi- 
cer’ or ‘employe’ shall not be con- 
strued to include the President and 
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The Capital Parade 
Naval Authorities Here Say 50 Destroyers Would Meet 
England's Need to Retain Channel Control 

By JOSEPH ALSOP and ROBERT KINTNER. 
Although interested parties have sedulously tried to confuse the 

issue, the facts of the English destroyer problem are fairly simple. If 
England is not to be defeated, the English Channel must be held. To 
hold the channel, destroyers are vitally necessary, both because larger 
craft cannot maneuver in such narrow waters, and because the strongest 
navy in the world is tactically Impotent without an attendant destroyer 
flotilla. And German air and submarine attacks have been picking off 
England’s destroyers at an alarming 
rate. 

Both American and English 
naval authorities agree that the ime 
may come very soon when England 
will have to obtain additional de- 
stroyers, or face the possible loss of 
the Channel. Thus the time is al- 
ready at hand when the central issue 
of American national policy must be 
squarely met by the national leaders. 
The American Navy has more than 
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juu aestroyers, or more than all the other navies In the world put together. American and English naval authorities also agree that 60 destroyers would meet England’s need. The question is whether to make the de- 
stroyers available, or to risk a total German victory. 

Only a third of the destroyers England has lost are actually sunk. The other two-thirds are in harbor for repairs. Before long, large num- 
of new EnKUsh destroyers will be sliding down the trays, under the 

building program started at the beginning of the war. The 50 destroyers, for which trained crews are available in England, would keep the English 
going until the rate of destroyer construction and repair catches up with the rate at which destroyers are being damaged or sunk. 

England, at Even Money 
Those who are trying to confuse the destroyer issue have concentrated, of course, on disseminating the idea that England is beaten already, and that aiding England now is throwing good money after bad. Recently, for example, reference was publicly made to an American Ambassador 

close to the President, now home on leave, who positively predicted the 
English would be beaten by November. The reference seemed to point direct to William C. Bullitt, since no other American diplomat qualified to judge England’s chances, fits the description. Yet if the Ambassador 
referred to was Bullitt, he must be talking in very different ways to 
different people, for he has made precisely the opposite prediction to 
most people with whom he has talked. 

Actually, the competent judges in the War and Navy Departments 
believe that if England gets the destroyers, her chances will be at least 
even. Only if the destroyefs are withheld do they think a German 
victory is clearly in sight. Thus the issue presents itself in rather definite 
form. Is this country to bet 50 destroyers on England at even money? 
Or are we to sit passively by, acknowledging our Interests are deeply 
involved in the struggle, yet refusing to lift a finger to affect the outcome? 

That Is the way the choice before the country is put by the high 
American officials best able to judge the matter. Another widely dis- 
seminated theory is that the service men in the Navy are flatly opposed 
to letting so much as a rowboat cross the Atlantic. This may be true of 
men in the lower ranks, who are not required to think in terms of grand 
strategy. But the highest naval officers join the President and virtually 
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every other man in the Government 
to whom the facta are known, in 
firmly believing that the needed 
destroyers ought to be made prompt- 
ly available. It was a naval author- 
ity who put the situation most 
clearly. 

"It’s a difficult step," he said, 
"but it’s the best way I know of 
serving our own national welfare. 
Under those circumstances, difficul- 
ties ought not to count.” 

There are, of course, great difficulties in the way, both political ana 

legal, domestic and international. Yet unless most of the wisest men in 
the American Government have gone collectively mad, the price of 
inaction will be frightful indeed. 

Price of Inaction 
The price of inaction will probably be German victory at an early 

date. One item in the price will be loss of the British Navy, without whose 

help in the Atlantic we cannot be sure of defending this hemisphere. 
Other items will be the transformation of Europe into a German- 
dominated slave state, the transformation of the British colonies into this 
slave state's slave-managed storehouses, and the dominion of world trade 

by Germany, Italy, Russia and Japan. Adding the items up, it is not 

surprising that the State, War and Navy Departments are united in pre- 
ferring any other risk to the risk of paying such a price. The surprise, 
rather, lies in the fact that an effort to tackle the problem of the destroyers 
has been so long delayed. 

(Released by North American Newspaper Alllane*, Ine.) 

Vice President • * * heads and as- 

sistants of executive departments, 
©tc.'* 

Now even in the case of this sec- 

tion 9 of the 1939 act it is ques- 
tionable whether Congress intended 
to say that high officials, including 
the President, could use their “offi- 
cial authority or influence” to affect 
the result of an election when the 
exemption refers really to the sec- 

ond sentence only. 
Law Concerning Governors. 

fcorroboration of this viewpoint 
is to be found in what Congress did 
in enacting the 1940 law referring 
to Governors of States. Here Con- 
gress used the identical language, 
but limited the exemption specific- 
ally to the “second sentence" and so 

designated it in the law. Here is 
the language of the provision cover- 

ing State officials: 
"No officer of any State • * * shall 

use his official authority or influ- 
ence for the purpose of interfering 
with an election or a nomination 
for office or affecting the result 
thereof, etc. No such officer or em- 

ploye shall take any active part in 
political management or in political 
campaigns. All such persons shall 
retain their right to vote, etc. • • • 

For the purposes of the second sen- 
tence of this subsection, the term 
‘officer or employe’ shall not be 
construed to include the Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor, etc.” 

But whatever doubt there may 
be about the intent of Congress 
with reference to section 9 there 
is no such doubt about the previous 
eight sections. They make it neces- 
sary for the President and his cab- 
inet to avoid using their “official 

authority” in any way to "affect” 
the presidential or congressional 
elections. It’s a hurdle that Presi- 
dents before have never had to face, 
but it is the outgrowth of a scan- 
dalous misuse of public power and 
public funds by the W. P. A. in 1936 
and 1938. 

Seven Local Students 
Admitted to Bucknell 

Seven students from Washington 
and Chevy Chase have been ad- 
mitted to Bucknell University, 
Lewisburg, Pa., it was announced 

today. 
They are Miss Louise Terrett, 

4409 Windom place N.W.; Miss 
Blanche Louise Rosenberger, 3509 
Tenth street N.W.; Miss Irene Elis- 
abeth Bardwell, 1614 Longfellow 
street N.W.; Dean Noyes McDowell, 
3203 Cleveland avenue N.W.; Leon- 
ard Rogers Smith, 2036 F street 
N.W., and Miss Barbara Hope Haw- 
kins, 12 West Leland street, and 
Willford C. Taylor, jr„ 10 Williams 
lane, Chevy Chase, Md. 
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Washington Observations 
Sale of Destroyers to Britain May Overshadow 
Conscription as Washington Issue 

By FREDERIC WILLIAM WILE. 
Sale of 60 of our 162 over-age 

World War destroyers to Great 
Britain may presently become the 
paramount issue at Washington. 
For the moment 
It may over- 
shadow con- 
scription. 
Whether Uncle 
Sam shall ac- 
cord John Bull 
this aid before 
the battle of 
Britain reaches 
a decision seems 
to depend main- 
ly on an agree- 
m e n t between 
President 
Roosevelt and 
Wendell L. Wlll- 
kie. Frederic William Wile. 

When the President recently re- 

ceived a member of the William 
Allen White Committee to Defend 
America by Aiding the Allies, he 
is said to have indicated he heartily 
favors selling the British the out- 
dated ships. But P. D. R. reputedly 
insists he should have, and is en- 
titled to have, Republican sup- 
port. If Willkie reveals his own 

approval of the proposition this ob- 
server is assured that the White 
House would act immediately and 
affirmatively. It would then have 
reasonable ground to believe that 
bi-partisan public opinion, as well 
as congressional sentiment, would 
probably rally to F. D. R.’s support 
in the affair. The United States 
would thus be enabled to render a 
genuine service to the British cause 
in the hour of its supreme need. 
Meantime campaign politics appar- 
ently bars the way. 

* * * * 

People Favor Sale. 
Members of Congress are hearing 

from the country in response to the 
advertised appeal for pressure at 
Washington favoring sale of the 
destroyers. The office of Senator 
Pepper, Democrat, of Florida re- 

ports that his mail, which he be- 
lieves typical, reflects that people 
approve the deal in about the ratio 
of seven to three. Opposition is 
centered in the Isolationist Middle 
West. Proponents are confident 
that if Roosevelt and Willkie once 

agree on its merits it can be put 
through in short order. Everything 
momentarily seems to depend on 
the rather unimportant punctilio of 
who shall make the first overture 
for a meeting of their minds. It 
should not be beyond the capacity 
of political diplomacy, even at so 
embattled an hour, to bring the Pres- 
ident and the Republican standard- 
bearer together on a matter of crit- 
ical importance. The White com- 
mittee bases its appeal to sell the 
ships on the slogan that “between 
us and Hitler stands the British 
fleet.” 

* * * * 

Law Permits Transaction. 
Prom an informed quarter comes 

evidence that, contrary to some- 
what widespread misunderstanding, 
recent action in Congress would 
fully legalize the destroyer sale. 
H. R. 10100, as passed by the House 
June 22, contained a paragraph pro- 
viding that no naval vessel might 
be disposed of in any way “without 
the consent of Congress.” July 11 
the House concurred in a Senate 
amendment striking out that phrase 
and substituting “except as now pro- 
vided by law.” The pertinent clause 
as finally enacted in H. R. 9822, 
reads: 

Notwithstanding the provision 
of any other law, no military or 
naval weapon, ship, boat, air- 
craft, munitions, supplies, or 
equipment, to which the United 
States has title, in whole or in 
part, or which have been con- 
tracted for, shall hereafter be 
transferred, exchanged, sold or 

otherwise disposed of in any 

manner whatsoever unless the 
chief of naval operations In the 
case of naval material, and the 
chief of staff of the Army in the 
case of military material, shall 
first certify that such material is 
not essential to the defense of the 
United States. 
The British Navy lost some 12 

destroyers during the last week. It 
desperately needs others. While 
the proposed American replenish- 
ments might not turn the tide, some 
naval experts believe they would be 
of very considerable help. They 
represent, at any rate, the most ef- 
fective aid we can now feasibly ren- 
der In Britain's back-to-the-wall 
plight. Supposedly their main use- 
fulness would be for convoy pur- 
poses, releasing more modern Brit- 
ish destroyers for combat duty. 

* * * * 

Ships tead as Republican. 
Senator Shipstead’s return to the 

Republican fold—his decision not to 
seek re-election as a Farmer-Labor 
ite—is one of the campaign’s major 
developments. The tall sycamore of 
the lakes country is an uncommonly 
shrewd politician. He would hardly 
risk shedding the party label he has 
carried for 20 years without assur- 
ance that it’s a safe shift. Ship- 
stead is Minnesota’s champion vote- 
getter. He won three senatorial 
elections by majorities which in- 
cluded nearly every county in the 
State. His first victim was former 
Secretary of State Kellogg, Repub- 
lican, whom Shipstead defeated for 
re-election in 1922. 

The Minneapolis dentist-states- 
man made rapid strides at the Capi- 
tol, where he is today held in highest 
esteem. Early in his career, Ship- 
stead attracted the notice of the 
late Senator Lodge, chairman of the 
Foreign Relations Committee, who 
offered the newcomer from the 
Scandinavian Northwest a coveted 
place on that blue-ribbon body. With 
his stranglehold on the farm vote 
and the support of Gov. Stassen. 
Shipstead’s friends predict he will 
maintain his victory record and re- 
turn to the Senate for a fourth 
term. 

▼ T 

“Enemy Propaganda” Chief Here. 
One of President Roosevelt’s week- 

end callers was Sir Campbell Stuart, 
a director of the London Times and 
executive head of the famous British 
‘‘Propaganda in Enemy Countries” 
organization during the World War. 
The nominal chief of that potent 
outfit was the late Lord NorthclifTe, 
whose attention was drawn to 
Stuart, a young Canadian from Mon- 
treal, because of his feat in recruit- 
ing single-handed a battalion of Do- 
minion troops for the British Army 
in 1914-15. No other than Ludendorfl 
confessed in his autobiography that 
the Northcliffe-Stuart propaganda 
was a primary factor in undermin- 
ing German resistance. President 
Roosevelt greeted Stuart as an old 
friend, Sir Campbell having come 
here as military secretary to the 
1917 British war mission. 

* * * * 

“General Utilities Candidate.” 
Indications are now forthcoming 

that New Dealers will center their 
attack cm Willkie as the "general 
utilities candidate.” Late Demo- 
cratic publicity, thus stigmatizing 
him, also cites evidence that Willkie 
was once "a Tammany brave,” hav- 
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We, the People 
Choice of Flynn for Farley Post Expected to Help 
Hold New York State in New Deal Column 

By JAY FRANKLIN. 
The first step In revamping the Democratic National Committee took 

the form of selecting a new chairman—Edward J. Flynn of New York—to 
replace James A. Farley, retired. > 

Ed Flynn is an old friend and political associate of President Roose- 
velt, and has proven himself a good organizer in the Bronx, powerful 
Democratic spearhead of the 10 years' battle to clean up Tammany Hall 
in New York City. 

His selection as national chairman, however, represented other con- 
siderations than his admitted competence as on organizer of regular 
Democrats along efficient lines. New York state will be one of the main 
battlegrounds of the campaign, and the choice of a New Yorker for the 

oust 
rut h*k- 

ny_ 

banner position in party organiza- 
tion is expected to help hold the 
Empire 8tate in the New Deal col- 
umn next November. 

The other reason was the fact 
that Mr. Flynn is on friendly terms 
with Mr. Farley. The other two 
suggestions for Big Jim’s post were 
Federal Security Administrator Mc- 
Nutt of Indiana, who saved the day 
for President Roosevelt and Secre- 
tary Wallace at Chicago, and Leo T. 

Crowley of Wisconsin, who recently resigned his post as chairman of the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. to become chairman of the board of the 
reformed Standard Gas & Electric Co. 

Mr. Farley has disliked Mr. McNutt ever since 1932 when the hand- 
some Hoosier failed to support the Roosevelt nomination at Chicago. 
Big Jim continues uncordial since the second Chicago convention (1940) 
when Mr. McNutt supported the Roosevelt nomination. To put the security 
administrator in Mr. Farley’s post would have been considered a positive 
insult by the Postmaster General. Mr. Farley was also hostile to Mr. 
Crowley, who would have been criticized for his present utility job. But 
Ed Flynn was acceptable, so he got the job. 

The next point at issue is whether the Flynn chairmanship involves a 

real cleanup of the national committee, more particularly the posts of 
secretary and treasurer which are now held by “Chip” Robert of Georgia 
and Oliver Quayle of New York, respectively. It is understood that Charley 
Michaelson will retain his job as director of publicity, but that his efforts 
will be seconded by younger men and women. For example. Mrs. Dorothy 
McAllister seems sure to remain in charge of the women’s division, but it 
is considered probable that Eddie Rodden, as Jim Farley's personal public- 
ity man. will accompany his chief into private business. 

In the meantime, Democrats on Capitol Hill and New Dealers gen- 
erany are seeming wim impauence 
at the national committee. Pic- 
tures of President Roosevelt and 
Secretary Wallace are conspicuous 
for their rarity on the seventh floor 
of the National Press Building, 
where the committee holds sway, 
and there are reports that no Roose- 
velt-Wallace campaign buttons are 
obtainable. Opportunities for effec- 
tive pre-campaign publicity are. 
being lost or Wasted. The general 
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atmospnere in committee circles nas Deen one oi coma, punctuated oy 
flashes of non compos mentis. 

However, the New Deal high command has decided not to give Mr. 
Farley the slightest shadow of an excuse to claiming that he is the 
martyred victim of double-dealing or betrayal. Every effort has been 
made and will be made to make it perfectly clear that Big Jim has been 
given every opportunity to serve his party and his country, and that his 
retirement is accepted with real regret by the President and Mrs. Roosevelt. 
On the other hand, this desire to say it with flowers where Mr. Farley is 
concerned will not be allowed to Interfere with the prompt and energetic 
organization of the campaign by Mr. Flynn. With the Willkieites off to a 

flying start, too much time has already been wasted in the obsequies of the 
Farley rebellion to make it safe politics to dally indefinitely with the 
self-inflicted wounds of the stop-Roosevelt crowd who ran the Democratic 
National Committee for critical years of Mr. Roosevelts second adminis- 
tration. 

Ing been elected a New York county 
Democratic committeeman under 
the tiger's auspices in the 1935 pri- 
mary on the occasion that Jim 
Farley won similar honors. 

Dr. Mary Westfall Dies 
INDIANAPOLIS, Aug. 5 OP).—Dr. 

Mary H. Westfall, 59, chairman of 
the Visual Education Committee of 
the American Association of Public 
Health Dentists, died yesterday after 
a long illness. 

Collision Off Scotland 
Sinks Norwegian Ship 
Bx the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Aug, 5.—The Nor- 
wegian steamer 8ofle Baake was 
disclosed today to have gone down 
off the northeast coast of Scotland 
yesterday after a collision with the 
Swedish ship Lima. 

The crew of 39 officers and men 
was saved. 

The Sofle Baake was a vessel of 
5,461 tons. 
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Headline Folk 
And What 
They Do 

Marshall Dimock, 
Slated for N. L. R. B., 
Is an Ex-Professor 

By LEMUEL F. FASTON. 
Marshall E. Dimock, now slated, 

according to report, for appoint- 
ment to the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, got along famously 
with both factions of labor until 
last winter when he, together with 
Oscar Chapman, Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior, and Norman Littell, 
Assistant Attorney General, started 
to organize that convention of lib- 
erals to be held in Salt Lake City. 

The project perished as the con- 
sequence, so at least it is said, of a 
statement by John L. Lewis that 
the convocation had for one of its 
primary objects the formulation of 
plans to assist in the launching of 
a third-term boom. Since then sus- 
picion has been entertained that 
the symbol, two crossed lingers, has 
not accurately suggested the rela- 
tionship between the two men. 

Before he entered the Govern- 
ment service. Dimock was one of 
the vocative members of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago faculty, occupant 
of the chair of political science. 
While still a professor he was ap- 
pointed consultant to the National 
Resources Commission. Before that 
he had made a study of the ad- 
ministrative machinery of the In- 
land Waterway Corp. and also per- 
formed similar service in a survey 
of Panama Canal enterprises. 

Secretary of Labor Perkins re- 
tained him to survey the procedure 
of the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service and afterward named 
him as her second assistant secre- 
tary with full authority over that 
agency. It was a post that had been 
vacant for two years as a result of 
the appointment of Arthur J. Alt- 
meyer as a member of the Social 
Security Board. 

Here Dimock served with efficiency 
until last July, when he was trans- 
ferred to the Justice Department 
following removal of the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service 
from the Labor Department. If he 
goes to the N. L. R. B. he will suc- 
ceed J. Warren Madden, the chair- 
man whose five-year term of office 
expires the latter part of this month. 
And, if he does receive the appoint- 
ment, it is not certain he will be 
named chairman, although the pos- 
sibility exists. 

In various outgivings designed to 
acquaint both labor and bussiness 
with his theory that there was no 
quick route to social stablization. 
Dimock has often spoken with 
tolerance and cogency, but with 
firmness as well. As for instance: 
“Business must accept a new 
order in a period of administrative 
growth and experimentation.” He 
was speaking, among other things, 
of the Wagner Act and Pair Labor 
Standards Act. Growing pains he 
regards as an inevitable result of 
so much new legislation in recent 
years. “They will diminish," he has 
said, “as administrators gain more 
experience.” 
(Released by Consolidated News Features > 


