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Site Chosen by Government at Judiciary Square 
One of Oldest Residential Spots in Washington 

By John Clagett Proctor. 

The report is current, and no doubt 
It is true, that the entire block to 

the north of Judiciary Square, 
bounded by G, H. Fourth and Fifth 
streets, and through which runs 

what was for many years Wash- 

ington street, is to te taken over 

by the Government, and that St. 

Mary’siCatholic Church, at 723 Fifth 
street, and St. Mary’s School, just 
to the north, and all the other build- 
ings In this block,, numbered on 

the plat book as 518, are to be re- 

moved and in their places is to be 
erected, a large public building for 
the General Accounting Office, now 

housed in the old Pension Office 
where have been held many in- 

,augural balls. 
The present Church of St. Mary's, 

Mother of God, a German Catholic 
church, was erected in 1890. 

However, the original St. Mary’s 
Church, Mother of God, according 
to Sessford's “Annals,” was erected 
In 1846, a year after the parish had 
been formed in the basement of 
St. Matthew's Church. Gen. John 
P. Van Ness, who, together*with his 
wife—the daughter of David Burnes 
—did much religious charity work, 
also donated the site for this church. 
Father Matthias Alig was the first 

pastor assigned here, and he con- 

tinued at this post until his death, 
In 1882. 

Church Relies Shown. 

At the St. Mary’s of today, the 
writer met some years ago, the 

pastor. Rev. Charles Triukaus, and 
a most gracious and magnetic man 

he proved to be, the kind that makes 
a stranger feel perfectly welcome 
and at home. From him the pictures 
of old St. Mary’s and of Father Alig 
were obtained, and the writer was 

shown some of the church relics, 
including the trowel with which the 
corner stone of the original church 
was laid and which was labeled as 

follows: 
“This trowel was used 

by 
The Most Rev. Samuel Eccleston 

Archbishop of Baltimore 
at 

The corner stone laying of 
The Old St. Mary's German 

Catholic Church 
Washington, D. C. 

The Feast, of the Annunciation 
of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
March 25, 1846.“ 

The same trowel was also used on 

July 27, 1890, in laying the corner 

stone of the present St. Mary’s 
Church, and later on, November 4, 
1907, in laying the corner stone of 
6t. Mary's School. 

Corner Stone Laying. 
The writer felt that the laying of 

the corner stone of the first St. 
Mary's Church must have been a 

notable event, and in this thought 
he was not mistaken, for in the 

National Intelligencer of March 26, 
1846, he found an account of the 
ceremonies, which said: 

“The corner stone of the new, 

church intended for the use of the 
German Catholics, under the pastoral 
care of the Rev. M: Alig of this city 
was laid yesterday by the Most Rev. 

Archbishop Eccleston. with appro- 
priate solemnities in the presence of 
an immense body of people, who 

witnessed the ceremonies. A very 

large procession, accompanied by the 
German band, moved along Pennsyl- 
vania- avenue, from St. Matthew's 
Church, passing into Four-and-a- 
half street and thence to the site of 
the church of St. Mary Mater Del, 
which is situated on Fifth street, 
between G and H streets. 

“The procession formed at the 

German chapel on Eighth street 
and marched thence to St. Mat- 
thew’s Church. When the proces- 
sion arrived at St. Matthew's, there 
was a considerable increase of its 
numbers. As it passed along Penn- 

sylvania avenue we noticed— 
"1. The German Band. 
“2. The German Beneficial Society, 

two and two, wearing white rosettes 
and bearing a handsome banner with 
a representation of the Merciful 
Samaritan. 

"3. The German Male and Female 
Sodality: the males wearing red 
sashes, the females dressed in white, 
with wreaths of flowers on their 
heads, preceded by their pastor, Rev. 
Mr. Alig. 

“4. The Washington Benevolent 
Society, two and two, bearing their 
handsome green silk banner, and 
each member wearing a green badge. 

“5. The Rev. Messrs. Flannegan 
and Ray of Georgetown and the Rev. 
Mr. Donelan of Washington and 
several of the Baltimore clergy in 
their clerical robes. 

“6. A numerous body of Germans 
end other citizens, walking two and 
two. 

Laid by Archbishop. 
“When the procession reached the 

site of the intended church a lane 

was formed from a house on Fifth 
street to the cornerstone, where the 
Most Rev. Archbishop Eccleston, in 

pontificals, with his attendants, 
passed along it, followed by the 

clergy, the Mayor and other gentle- 
men. The cornerstone was then 
laid by the archbishop, after which 
a sermon was delivered in English 
by the Rev. J. P. Donelan, and an- 

other sermon in German by the Rev. 
Mr. Haslinger of Baltimore. The 
services and ceremonies continued 
for more than two hours. We un- 

derstand that the archbishop and 
the clergy dined at Mr. Miller's, on 

the corner of Ninth and F streets.’’ 
Rev. Mathias Alig, who was pastor 

of this church for 36 years, was 

naturally very popular in his parish 
and generally beloved throughout 
the city. The Star of June 10, 1882, 
in speaking of his death, said: 

“Rev. Mathias Alig, pastor of St. 
Mary’s (German) Catholic Church, 
whose death occurred yesterday at 
2:15 p.m., will be buried Monday 
morning in the new Metropolis 
(German Catholic) Cemetery. The 
funeral ceremonies will take place 
Monday mcrning in St. Mary’s 
Church at 9:30 o’clock, when solemn 
requiem mass will be celebrated by 
Rev. Father J. A. Walter of St. 
Patricks Church, assisted by Rev 
Dr. Ryan of Immaculate Concep- 
tion as deacon and Rev. Father 
Sullivan of St. Peter's, subdeacon. 
A funeral sermon will be preached 
by Rev. Father Slencher of St. 
Joseph’s. 

“Father Alig had been confined 
to his home for several months by 
indisposition He was in his 79th 
year and his long life had been very 
active In service to the church. He 
came here nearly 40 years ago, soon 
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after arriving in this country from 
Germany, and his early struggle to 
establish St. Mary's parish seemed 
to promise nothing but failure, but 
he devoted his time and a comfort- 
able inheritance, which came to him 
at an opportune moment, to the 
task and lived to see it one oi the 
most prosperous parishes of this 
diocese. He was greatly beloved by 
his parishioners. In his will he 
leaves the church and the remainder 
of his property to St. Mary’s con- 

gregation, with a proviso that the 
sermons shall always be delivered in 
German. At St. Mary’s Church, the 
adjoining school buildings and some 
of the residences of Father Alig’s 
parishioners in the neighborhood of 
the church were draped in mourn- 
ing today.” 

At the funeral Schmidt’s “Requiem 
Mass” was sung, St. Mary’s choir, 
including Mr. Neff, director, and 
Mrs. Schwakoff, organist, being as- 

sisted by the following members of 
St. Patrick's choir: Misses Kate 
Burrows, A. Geir, Kate Neff, Tillie 
Bauer, L. Smith and C. Degen, so- 

pranos; Misses Lulu Boone and Kate 
Bishop, altos; Messrs. Fennell, Bauer, 
Ruppert, Jordan and Schwakoff, 
tenors, and Messrs. Boswell, Neff, 
Treanor, A. Neff and A. Schwakoff, 
bassos. 

The active pallbearers were N. 
Happ, Menke, Bernard Geier, 
R. Eichorn, Philip May and George 
Bergling. 

The interment was in St. Mary’s 
German Catholic Cemetery, near 

Glenwood Cemetery, and which for- 
merly had been at O street betwee* 
North Capitol and Third streets N.W. 

Another building in this square, of 
particular importance to the print- 
ers of this city, which will in due 
time pass into history, is the build- 
ing at 423-25 G street, known as 

the Typographical Temple. It was 

erected during the years 1891-92 by 
Columbia Typographical Union, No. 
101, the outgrowth of the Columbia 
Typographical Society, and cele- 
brated its 125th anniversary on Jan- 
uary 7 of this year with a banquet 
at the Willard Hotel. 

The erection of this building had 
its inception in a resolution, offered 
on April 19, 1891, by David Walton. 
This resolution, which was also 
adopted on this date, read: 

“Resolved, That a committee of 
seven (of which the president and 
Board of Trustees shall be mem- 

bers) be appointed to investigate the 
feasibility of building a hall, and if, 
in their judgment, it is practicable 
to do so, they shall report a plan for 
the erection of said hall to the union 
not later than the June meeting." 

Accordingly, the president of the 
union, John L. Kennedy, was desig- 
nated chairman, and those appoint- 
ed to serve with him were: George 
M. Depue, R. A. McLean. E. H. 
Thomas, H. F. J. Drake, Mr. 
Walton and William F. Dunn. In 
August following, the committee 

; recommended the building as pro- 
posed, and the building committee 

! was instructed to negotiate a loan 
of $30,000 for this purpose. 

On October 17, 1891, ground for 
the structure was broken, and on 

December 3. a ceremony was held 
without pomp or display, there be- 
ing present only the secretary of 
the union, two members of the Board 
of Trustees and a little group of 
interested spectators to witness the 
sealing of the copper box which was 

placed in the cornerstone and which 
contained copies of craft journals, 
local rfaily papers and all the differ- 
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ent denominations of specie cur- 
rency from the dollar down to and 
Including the cent. 

According to the published record 
of 1899: “The building was placed 
under roof in February, 1892, and 
dedicated on Monday evering, May 
2, of the same year, when a fair was 
opened under the most encouraging 
auspices. The President of * the 
United States, Hon. Benjamin Har- 
rison, graced the dedicatory exercises 
with his presence. Hon. Amos J. 

the main entrance, on either side of 
which are located handsome suites 
of office rooms. The main hall is on 

the second floor and is two stories 
in height, well illuminated from a 

large lantern, and is provided with 
small stage and band balcony. A 
Kinnear steel ceiling of special de- 
sign harmonizes with the walls, 
which are plastered in two colors 
and heavily molded. The temple 
has two smaller halls, eight offices, 
two fireproof vaults, storerooms, 

The original St. Mary’s 
Mother of God Catholic 
Church erected in 1846. St. 
Mary’s School to the left. 
--< 

Cummings was the principal speaker 
of the evening, and Senator Gal- 
linger, Representative O’Donnell of 
Michigan, ex-Postmaster General 
Hatton, Public Printer Palmer and 
Hon. Carroll D. Wright were also 
among the speakers. Mr. William 
E. Shields, then president of the 
union, introduced the distinguished 
gentlemen to the audience as each 
rose to speak.” 

For two weeks following, the fair 
was conducted most successfully and 
a very substantial sum realized, 
which was added to the building 
fund of the union. While the fair 
was In progress, a daily paper, Our 
Composing Stick, was published, and 
this unique feature added not a 

little to the popularity of the enter- 
prise. 

The following committee was in 
charge of the fair of Columbia Union 
in 1892: John J. Higgins, chairman; 
F. H. Padgett, secretary; D. S. 
Hussey, J. F. Chipley, Miss Kate A. 
Cheatham. Miss Carrie L. White- 
head, R. W. Summers. L. A. Wisener, 
P. J. Haltigan, J. L. Tibbetts, W. E. 
T. Greenfield, W. A. Mitchell, F. D. 
Seiffert. F. M. Richardson, J. W. 
Clark, J. M. Test, E. J. Farrell, Ed- 
ward J. Hall. George H. Proctor, 
George W. Howland, T. A. Tomlin- 
son. A. S. Fennell. Edward T. Toner, 

i R. B. Smythe. J. L. Kennedy. Hon- 
j orary Committee: George W. Coch- 
I ran, John H. Oberly, George H. 
i Harries. Editors: A. P. Marston 
and George E. Hupert Business 
managers of paper: T. A. Tomlin- 
son and J. W. Clark. 

An early description of the temple 
says that it is a three-story and 
basement structure. 44 by 108 feet, 
with a flat front of pressed brick, 
richly ornamented with terra cotta 
and copper and liberally trimmed 
with Hummeistown brownstone. An 

easy flight of broad steps leads to 

Rev. Father Mathias Alig, first pastor of St. Mary’s German 
Catholic Church. Died June 7,1882. 

lavatories, etc. It is heated by steam 
and lighted by gas and electricity. 
On the wall of the main hallway is 

erected a large and handsome brass 
tablet. 

The name of “Typographical Tem- 

Residence at 715 Fifth street 
N.W., home for many years of 
Joseph H. Daniel, pioneer 
teacher of music in the public 
schools, and where he died in 
1897. 

*■ ..... — -— 

pie” was suggested by Mr. Z. T. 
Jenkins and at the October meet- 
ing of 1892 the union adopted this 
very appropriate appellation for its 
future home. 

The site of the temple was prob- 
ably once occupied by an old build- 
ing used for church purposes and 
into which the advanced grammar 
school for boys, taught by Edward A. 
Paul, moved in 1878, from the old 
Thomson School, on Twelfth street, 
between K and L. 

There are still several early fam- 
ilies residing on G street, between 
Fourth and Fifth streets, including 
William A. Mess, M. D„ and B. F. 
Prendegast, D. D. S. Older resi- 
dents were: Rev. Joseph R. Wheeler, 
pastor, Wesley Chapel, Fifth and F 
streets: J. W. McFarland, Daniel V. 
Chisholm, Mrs. Boswell, and around 
the comer at 715 Fifth street, still 
stands the old three-story frame 
house of Joseph Humphrey Daniel, 
who taught vocal music in our public 
schools for many years. 

In addition to the foregoing, the 
following individuals and firms 
occupied buildings in the square 
a hundred years ago: John Bar- j 

j rett, Jerry Dorsey, Thomas Gal- 
laher, John Ball, John Clark, 
artist; Thomas S. Devaughn, grocer; 
George Donn, cabinetmaker; H. 
Donn, dry goods merchant: Thomas 
C. Donn, a well-known magistrate; 
P. and T. Donnoghue's soap factory',, 
William Lord, grocer: George Emer- j 
ick, shoemaker; John Ennis, butcher; j 
Mrs. E. A. Farry, Benjamin Frazier, 
assistant marketmaster; Zephaniah 
McElfresh, carpenter; George Mc- 
Daniel. shoemaker; B. Giving. Cath- 
arine Hill, widow; Sarah A. Herbert, 
widow; John Caton. grocer: Sophia 
Perry', widow, and Philip Hopkins, 
tailor. 

Prof.. Daniel, who was bom at 
Dover Mills, near Aldie, Loudoun 
County, Va., on June 10. 1816, came 

to this city before he had reached 

Typographical Temple, home of Columbia Typographical 
Union, No. 101. Erected 1891-1892. 

his majority, ostensibly for the pur- 
pose of developing his voice and im- 
proving his knowledge of music. 
Like Andrew Johnson, he early be- 
came a tailor, and by 1843, when he 
was just 27 years of age, we And 
him conducting a merchant tailor 
establishment on the north side of 
Pensylvania avenue, between Sixth 
and Seventh streets, along about 
where formerly stood the Metropol- 
itan Hotel, and in what was then 
-- 
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historical significance. It long has 
ranked as one of the world's leading 
three air terminals in volume of 
actual operations. It is the only 
airport which has demonstrated 
that heavier-than-air and lighter- 
than-air operations can be handled 
safely and successfully operating to- 

gether at the same airport and 
under the same control. 

A brief review of the history of 
Washington Airport is singularly 
appropriate and fitting on the eve 
of its departure from the Washing- 
ton scene. 

Operations Since 1926. 
The history of air transport oper- 

ations in Washington and of Wash- 
ington Airport really goes back to 
1926. In that year a temporary air 
transport service was inaugurated 
between Washington and Philadel- 
phia in connection with the Phila- 
delphia Sesquicentennial celebration. 
Less than half of the present Wash- 
ingon Airport, then known as Hoo- 
ver Field, was in existence. The 
operators erected a small brick ter- 

minal building on Hoover Field and 
a rather irregular schedule was 

flown during the summer of 1926. 

In 1927, however, permanent air- 
line operations were begun and have 
continued since without interrup- 
tion. In that year, Pennsylvania 
Airlines, predecessor of the present 
great Pennsylvania-Central System, 
extended operation of its Cleveland-- 
Pittsburgh pioneer airmail line 
across the Alleghenies into Wash- 
ington, with Hoover Field as its 
Eastern terminus. 

On July 6, 1927, the former aero- 

nautics Branch of the Commerce De- 

partment issued an airways bulletin 
formally recognizing Hoover Field as 

an airport and describing its loca- 
tion and facilities for the benefit of 
all pilots. It was listed as an un- 

rated commercial field; the owner, 

“R. W. Moore, Fairfax, Va.; oper- 
ator, Potomac Flying Service.” 

Hoover Field then measured only 
2,000 by 800 feet and was roughly 
rectangular in shape, bounded by 
Military road, the Arlington Farm 
and the Potomac River, Boundary 
Channel not yet having been cre- 

ated by filling of Columbia Island. 
There were no landing strips or 

runways, the surface was "sod; 
gradient, flat; knoll at river end; 
drainage, natural, good.” The ob- 
structions included amusement re- 

sort buildings,' a fence, and a roller 
coaster, on the framework of which 
was mounted the only aid to air 
navigation—a simple wind sock. 
There was a 100-by-60-foot hangar 
with limited repair facilities, fuel 
and oil. 

International Airways, fnc., of 
Maryland, became the owner of 
Hoover Field on November 23, 1928, 
purchasing the 37'/a-acre tract for 
$300,000. 

In the meantime, however, de- 
velopment of Washington Airport, 
across Military road from Hoover 
Field, had begun In 1927, with a 
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former race track on old Alexanders 
Island as its nucleus. In Novem- 
ber, 1928, earth from the excava- 

tions for the Commerce Depart- 
ment Building was used to begin 
the filling of the marshy area of 
Roaches Run, to extend the Wash- 
ington Airport area. This had been 
preceded by smaller fills which had 
increased the landing area to about 
1,800 feet, east and west, by 1,500 
feet north and south. 

On June 15, 1928, Washington Air- 
port became the terminal for a 

pioneer airline between Washing- 
ton and New York. Operated by 
United States Air Transport, Inc., 
the New York-Washington Air Line 
used Ryan cabin monoplanes, mak- 
ing one round trip daily. Robert 
E. Funkhauser was president of 
both the airline and Washington 
Airport, with Jack Reiss as pas- 
senger agent: Howard Norris, as- 

sistant agent, and Stuart Reiss, 
Lawrence Pabst and Richard Bran- 
son as pilots. 

Even more important than air 
transportation in the early history 
of the airport, however, was the 
business of sightseeing flights over 

Washington. Even the reserve Ry- 
an on the New York run was used 
for this purpose, and during No- 
vember, 1928, the 25.000th pas- 
senger was flown over Washington, 
under direction of J. E. Boudin, jr., 
former Army pilot and manager of 
the airport. 

In the spring of 1929 Atlantic 
Seaboard Airways, Inc., was orga- 
nized and acquired both the Inter- 
national Airways, owner, and Po- 
tomac Flying Service, operator, of 
Hoover Field. Later, the Potomac 
Flying Service was taken over by 
Mount Vernon Airways, Inc., and E. 
W. Robertson, president of the pur- 
chasing company, moved airplanes 
up from Hybla Valley, Va„ to carry 
on sightseeing and charter flying. 

Henry Berliner, now president of 
his own aircraft factory here, at that 
time was president of the Potomac 
Flying Service. He severed his con- 
nection with Hoover Field when 
Mount Vernon took over and gave 
his full time to the Berliner Air- 
craft Co., which then had a factory 
at Alexandria, Va. 

First in This Section. 
In December, 1929, it was decided 

to develop Washington Airport as 

the first exclusive air transport ter- 
minal in this part of the country 
and $600,000 was put into construc- 
tion of an administration and ter- 
minal building and the big hangar 
which still stands as the principal 
hangar and shop building. Wash- 
ington Airport at that time com- 

prised a total of 76 acres, some 15 
acres of which had been created by 
filling of the adjacent swamp, with 
30 acres remaining to be filled. 

The Washington Air Terminals 
Corp., which then operated Wash- 
ington Airport, also had acquired 
ownership of land between Military 
road and the river, adjoining Hoover 
Field, and had begun to clear away 
the old Arlington Beach amusement 
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resort buildings, including the roller 
coaster. This work was completed 
early in 1930. By this time Wash- 
ington Airport had increased its usa- 

ble landing area to 2.600 feet by 
2,200 feet. 

Technical work in connection with 
construction of the terminal and 
improving the airport was placed in 
the hands of Albert G. Ober, who 
had been in charge of a similar 
project in Baltimore, and Capt. 
Thomas Carroll, former chief test 
pilot of the National Advisory Com- 
mittee for Aeronautics. 

Contracts for construction of the 
present terminal building and main 
hangar were awarded in January, 
1930, and both buildings were ready 
for use late in the spring of that 
year. 

In March, 1930, a joint congres- 
sional airport commission, headed 
by former Senator Hiram Bingham, 
Republican, of Connecticut, recom- 
mended that Washington Airport 
and Hoover Field be acquired by the 
Federal Government and developed 
as a model air treminal for Wash- 
ington. The recommendation, how- 
ever, proved nothing more than an- 
other milestone in the long march 
toward a model Federal air termi- 
nal for the Nation's Capital. 

On September 13, 1930, Washing- 
ton Airport and Hoover Field were 
combined Into* an organization 
known as “Washington-Hoover Air- 
port,” through an operating agree- 
ment virtually amounting to a mer- 

ger. Under the agreement virtually 
all of the sight-seeing flying was 
transferred to Washington Airport. 
Mr. Ober continued as operating 
head of Washington Airport, with 
Jack Rabbitt as manager in charge 
of traffic maintenance and John S. 
Wynne as manager of charter and 
sight-seeing flying operations on 
the two fields. J. Earl Steinhauer 
continued in charge of maintenance 
and repairs. 

Crowder Transfer. 
M. A. Crowder, the only one of 

the Washington > Airport pioneers 
still remaining on duty there, was 
in charge of office and personnel ad- 
ministration. "Mac” Crowder later 
joined Pennsylvania Airlines as local 
traffic manager and now is local sta- 
tion manager for Pennsylvania-Cen- 
tral Airlines. 

The agreement of September, 1940, 
resulted in a merger of sight-seeing 
operations, which during the two 
preceding years had resulted in the 
"hopping” of 72,000 passengers over 
Washington—a world record for this 
type of business. 

December, 1930, marked the de- 
parture of Mr. Funkhauser from 
the local airport picture. 

By the spring of 1931 Washington 
Airport was. beginning to have an 
influence oh zoning and city plan- 
ning in thaff area. The pioneer Lud- 
ington Lines, which startled the 
aviation world by inaugurating serv- 
ice “every hour on the hour” be- 
tween Washington and New York, 
had replaced the old New York- 
Washington service. Its pilots and 
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others using the airport protested 
the erection of proposed 200-foot 
columns on Columbia Island as a 

part of the Arlington Bridge devel- 
opment, and the plan was aban- 
doned. 

In June, 1931. the Weather Bu- 
reau moved its airways weather sta- 
tion from Bolling Field to Wash- 
ington-Hoover Airport, and this was 
followed later in the summer by the 
transfer of night airmail activities 
from Bolling Field to the airport, 
which had been equipped with 
night-flying facilities for the pur- 
pose. The transfer of airmail op- 
erations by Eastern Air Transport 
gave Washington-Hoover Airport a 

total of 70 scheduled air transport 
arrivals and departures daily and 
made it one of the Nation’s busiest 
air terminals. The airport swimming 
pool and restaurant had been 
opened. 

Washington Airport was the 
scene of a transcontinental air 
derby take-off in connection with 
the national air races of 1932, and 
in preparation for the event over- 

head wires and cables adjoining the 
airport, which had been the subject 
of long controversy, were moved 
underground. The present Wash- 
ington Air Derby Association, an 

outgrowth of the 1932 race, has 
since become one of the country’s 
most active private flying groups. 

Washington weathered its first 
serious air transport crisis in July, 
1933, when both Washington Air- 
port and Hoover Field were sold at 
public auction, the former on July 
17, the latter on August 1. It was 

averted when the National Aviation 
Corp. of New York bid in both fields 
and set up the National Airport 
Corp. as its operating subsidiary, 
with Frank J. Russell as vice pres- 
ident and Samuel J. Solomon as 
general manager and vice president. 

An announcement was made that 
the two fields would be merged If 
Congress would authorize the closing 
of Military road between the two 
fields. The late Chairman McSwaln 
of the House Military Affairs Com- 
mittee introduced a bill authorizing 
the closing and the battle was on. 

Washington Airport became the 
operating base for Army Air Corps 
airmail service out of Washington in 
February, 1934, when the domestic 
airmail contracts were canceled, 
and the 36th and 37th Pursuit 
Squadrons established temporary 
bases there. 

While the Military road fight 
continued to rage over a period of 
several years, Washington Airport 
was threatened by a Virginia-Dist- 
rict of Columbia boundary dispute, 
which involved the ownership of 
two-thirds of the airport area, form- 
erly within the Roaches Run high- 
water mark. This dispute, not yet 
settled, prevented much needed air- 
port development work. It also 
added to the difficulty of controlling 
traffic on the disputed and danger- 
ous portion of Military road between 
the two halves of the airport. 

In the fall of 1934 the Goodyear 

Zeppelin Corp. began construction 
of the present airship dock on the 
Hoover Field end of the airport. It 
has been the base for continuous 
operation since by non-rigid air- 
ships of the Goodyear fleet, which 
have become fixtures in the Wash- 
ington skyscape. 

In 1934, Mr. Solomon took the bull 
by the horns. Without authorization 
—since he could get none—he erect- 
ed traffic lights on Military road to 
halt automobile traffic while air- 
liners were taking off or landing 
over roadway or taxiing from one 
half of the field to the other. A 
test of their legality was precipitat- 
ed on October 3 when an Army truck 
from Fort Meyer, ignoring the lights, 
drove through against a stop signal 
and narrowly escaped collision with 
an airplane. Admitting his lack 
of authority, Mr. Solomon could only 
plead for Federal and public co- 

operation in the interest of safety. 
During the years between 1930 

and 1939 Congress many times con- 
sidered requests for the purchase by 
the Government of Washington 
Airport. In February, 1935, Mr. 
Solomon declared that the limit of 
private expansion had been reached 
because of the boundary and Mili- 
tary road disputes and offered to 
sell the airport to the Government. 
No action was taken, but Congress, 
at the insistence of Mr. Solomon, 
gave increasing attention to the 
need for closing Military road. The 
Army engineers had prepared esti- 
mates of the cost of developing 
Washington Airport and Gravelly 
Point, but still Congress delayed. 

On July 8, 1935, an airliner, land- 
ing in a storm, crashed into a 

hangar as a result of trying to avoid 
Military road. The Commerce, War 
and Post Office Departments united 
in a demand for closing of the road 
and the Bureau of Air Commerce 
ruled that unless proper safeguards 
were applied, it would be forced to 
close the airport to airline opera- 
tions. The matter dragged on into 
1936, however, with Congress re- 
luctant to act. 

The War Department washed its 
hands of responsibility, and airport 
officials, without authority, had dif- 
ficulty enforcing traffic regulation. 
The Commerce Department laid 
down an ultimatum that if traffic 
control on Military road were not 
maintained it would close the field 
by February 15, 1936. The Post 
Office Department made prepara- 
tions to shift Washington airmail 
operations to Baltimore. 

Arlington County came out in 
opposition to congressional legisla- 
tion to close the road, even though 
Mr. Solomon offered the county 
$40,000 to construct a substitute 
road around the airport. A savage 
fight broke out at the Capitol. The 
February 15 deadline was extended 
at the request of Congress and on. 
March 3 President Roosevelt signed 
an emergency bill providing for 
Federal policing of Military road, 
with a $500 fine or six months’ im- 
prisonment for violations of the 
safety regulations. 
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With adequate protection assured, 
Mr. Solomon began a program of 
runway and airport improvement, 
which included extension of the 
main runway across Military road 
the length of the two fields. In 
September, 1936, paving of the run- 

way system was begun, despite fur- 
ther squabbling over the effect on 

Military road and other problems. 
The airport had reached the limit 

of size, however, and larger, faster 
airline equipment was considered to 
have outgrown its capacity. In July, 
1937, after vain efforts to induce 
Congress to provide an adequate air 
terminal, airline pilots operating out 
of Washington demanded that 
Washington Airport be rated as a 

two-way field for Douglas airliners 
and placed on a restricted basis. 
They were backed by the Bureau of 
Air Commerce, and former Secre- 
tary of Commerce Roper, on July 
11, 1937. warned the pilots that they 
would have to operate Douglases 
here “on their own responsibility.” 
The pilots laid down a 60-day dead- 
line for Federal action on a new air- 
port, upon expiration of which they 
threatened to stop flying here. 

Congress spent the two months 
fighting over a bill to establish an 

airport at Camp Springs, Md.. and 
over another bill authorizing use of 
the Arlington Experimental Farm 
and the Boundary Channel lagoon 
area to enlarge Washington Airport. 
Both measures failed. 

The War Department, in the 
emergency, offered the use of Bol- 
ling Field to the airlines to keep 
air transportation in Washington. 
Washington Airport, then the world’s 
fourth busiest airport, faced aban- 
donment before the winter of 1937. 
A compromise was reached under 
which airline operations were to be 
shifted back and forth from Wash- 
ington Airport to Bolling Field un- 
der adverse wind conditions. De- 
spite the hardships this rather ridic- 
ulous method entailed, this compro- 
mise system still is in operation. 
Sudden wind shifts still leave pas- 
sengers at one field while the air- 
liners land at the other and wild 
taxicabs bridge the gap. 

Military road finally was closed 
by Federal legislation in April, 1938, 
a provision of the law requiring pay- 
ment by the airport to Arlington 
County of $25,000 to finance con- 
struction of a bypass route, which 
was constructed on the old electric 
railway right of way from Arlington 
Cemetery to Columbia pike. Mili- 
tary road was closed permanently 
on May 17, 1938. 

In November, 1938, work began on 
Washington National Airport at 
Gravelly Point, sealing the fate of 
Washington Airport. Its closing will 
bring to an end a pioneering effort 
which has entailed almost constant 
struggling to keep pace with aviation 
progress, in the face of almost in- 
surmountable obstacles. 

The National Capital and the avi- 
ation industry certainly owe to 
Washington Airport, its management 
and.its personnel a “well done” and 
a farewell. 
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known as the Concert Hall Build- 
ings. In "850 he was still following 
this occupation, his home being on 
the north side of G street, between 
Fourth and Fifth streets N.W. 

Mr. Ernest H. Daniel, well-known 
Washingtonian and a grandson of 
the old music teacher, once told the 
writer that Prof. Daniel after com- 

ing to Washington began his musical 
studies, and that his progress was so 

rapid that it was not long before 
he was himself a teacher of singing 
with a very large class of pupils, and 
it was not long before he became 
the leader of one of the largest 
chorus choirs of that period. This 
was of the old Foundry M. E. 
Church, which stood for many years 
on the northeast comer of G and 
Fourteenth streets, where now 
stands the Colorado Building. 

Oratorio Singers. 
“The rendition of the great and 

old oratorios like ‘Elijah’ by that 
noted old body of singers, under his 
direction.” according to the grand- 
son, “became famous as one of the 
outstanding features of the Na- 
tion's Capital. So much so, the vis- 
itors to Washington made it one of 
the things to hear and remembef 
In those days music was made A 
more popular part of the arts and 
graces of the education of the 
youth by those parents who coul# 
afford it. Then, too, there was bu< 
little of refined entertainment, so 
that church choir musical enter- 
tainments and oratorio singing were 
popular diversions and well patron- 
ized. Prof. Daniels name as con- 

ductor of such affairs insured large 
audiences and finished classical per- 
formances. His striking figure in 
front of his large group of singers 
was a picture to please. There were 
no church organs then, but the 
leader gave the pitch with a tuning 
fork. 

“The popularity of music after a 
while brought forth a demand for 
musical instruction in the public 
schools. Prof. Daniel, being the out- 
standing figure in the music of the 
city, was called upon to inaugurate 
the teaching of the fundamentals of 
music and singing to the school chil- 
dren. He began this work in 1856 
with the pupils of the old Second 
School District, then located about 
the Judiciary Square. His compen- 
sation was on a per-pupil basis. The 
popularity of the course became so 
great that Prof. Daniel was given 
charge of the musical instruction 
of all the schools, and as the school 
system grew, more and more assist- 
ants were given him until finally he 
had a corps of music instructors un- 
der his direction, despite the ever-in- 
creasing responsibility.” 

First Daniel Post. 
The first school in which Prof. 

Daniel taught music, as already 
stated, was located in Judiciary 
Square. This building was provided 
by the City Council on December 6, 
1844, and the act in general terms 
called for the erection of a good 
and substatial schoolhouse, for not 
less than 250 pupils, on Judiciary 
Square, at a cost limited to $2,000. 

Prof. Daniel then lived in G street, 
close by, but by 1860 had moved to 
378 Fifth street (now 715 Fifth street 
N.W.), which is still standing and in 
fairly good condition. He was mar- 
ried three times. His first wife was 
Ann C. Tabler; the second, Mary 
Longworth Wheeler, and the third, 
Emily R. Werden. 

Prof. Joseph H. Daniel died on 
February 4, 1897, in his 81st year, 
and was buried in Glenwood Ceme- 
tery. About three weeks before his 
death he had been taken ill with a 
cold that finally developed into 
pneumonia, and a few day* before 
hi« death he wwimniffm, 


