
Zog Once Accused 
In Americans'Murder, 
Documents Reveal 

State Department Says 
'Political Charges' Held 
Up Albania's Recognition 

The State Department disclosed 
today that it had withheld recog- 
nition of a government formed by 
the now-exiled King Zog of Albania 
In 1925 until he had moved to punish 
the actual murderers of two Ameri- 
cans—in whose slaying he had been 
implicated by "political charges.” 

Publication of two volumes of 
documents pertaining to American 
foreign relations in the period of 
disarmament 15 years ago also re- 
vealed a friendly controversy be- 
tween the United States and France 
over what to call the Soviet govern- 
ment of Russia, and the failure of 
hopes for a European security- 
disarmament pact. 

King Zog—then known as Ahmet 
Zogu (“The Bird”)—was the heredi- 
tary chieftain of 13 Albanian tribes 
whose ancestors had fought the 
Turks for 500 years. When Allied 
armies drove the Turks from 
Europe, “The Bird" set himself up 
as feudal dictator of the World 
War-born nation. 

Recognition Held Up. 
In 1925, Ulysses Grant-Smith, the 

American Minster in Albania, re- 

ported that Zogu, who then had set 
up a government with himself as 

Prime Minister, had been sen- 

tenced by an Albanian court “as 
one of those responsible” for the 
slaying of two Americans. The 
Minister asked ^instructions about 
recognition. 

Charles Evans Hughes, then Sec- 
retary of State and now Chief Jus- 
tice, replied that he would not 
withhold recognition indefinitely on 

that account because a review of 
the records showed “political rea- 

sons" for the charges. Subsequent 
correspondence brought assurances 

from Zogu that he would clear his 
name by pressing prosecution of 
the actual murderers, after which 
his government was recognized by 
the United States. 

Robert L. Coleman and George B. 
De Long were the American citizens 
who had been slain by bandits in 
the rockv wilds of Albania on April 
6, 1924. 

Ahmet Zogu later changed his 
name to Zog. was elected President 
and later proclaimed King of Al- 
bania. A Hungarian-American girl, 
daughter of Count Julius Nagy-Ap- 
ponyi and Mrs. Gladys Stewart Gia- 
rult of Virginia ancestry, became his 
bride and fled with him, and theii 
2-day-old son, when Italy conquered 
Albania in 1939. 

The French Debate. 
The Franco-Amercan controversy 

over the proper designation of Rus- 
sia arose from a desire by France 
and some other nations for Russia's 
adherence to a treaty recognizing 
Norway’s claims to sovereignty over 

Spitzbergen, a mountainous group of 
islands about midway between Nor- 
way and the North Pole. 

Russia was left out when the 
treaty was negotiated in 1920 be- 
cause the Soviet government had 
not been generally recognized. The 
United States appeared willing for 
Russia to adhere to the treaty in 
1925 if suitable wording could be 
found to make it clear that this did 
not involve American recognition of 
the Soviet. 

The State Department suggested 
that the unrecognized government 
be referred to as the “regime now 

functioning in Russia and known 
as the Union of Soviet Socialistic Re- 

publics.” France complained that 
this designation was in a somewhat 
disparaging sense” which might not 
be agreeable to those nations which 
recognized the Soviet. 

Debate Is Settled. 

France proposed calling it the! 
“federation designated by the name”; 
of the U. S. S. R. The United 
States countered with a suggestion 
for substituting the word “entity” 
for federation; France proposed 
“political organism,” and this coun- 

try proposed “political organization.” 
That was agreeable, but a few 

months later Frank B. Kellogg suc- 

ceeded Charles Evans Hughes as 

Secretary of State and decided that 
since the rights of Russian nationals 
were safeguarded in the original 
Spitzbergen treaty, the adherence of 
the “regime now functioning in 

Russia” was not necessary. The 
Soviet finally signed the treaty in 
1935, after recognition by this 
Government. 

The publication of the 1925 docu- 
ments opened with a note from the 
Secretary of the Navy informing the 
Secretary of State of completion of 
the work of scrapping vessels re- 

quired under the 1922 treaty limit- 
ing naval armament. 

Proposals for another disarma- j 
ment conference were considered 
during the year, but finally dropped 
after France's insistence that she 
could not disarm further w-ithout se- 

curity guarantees. This Govern-' 
ment would have nothing to do with 
such security pacts. 
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policy was under review, and that, 
pending a final decision, the de- 

partment was guided by a state- 
ment of general principles drafted 
by the Defense Commission in Sep- 
tember and approved by President 
Roosevelt. 

That statement said that all de- 
fense work should be executed “in 
compliance with Federal statutory 
provisions affecting labor wherever 
such provisions are applicable.” 

Wagner Act Stipulation Out. 
Under this policy, the War and 

Navy Departments have included in 
contracts a stipulation of compliance 
with the Walsh-Healey Act for hour 
and wage standards, but has omitted 
any such stipulation as to the 
Wagner Act guarantee of labor's 
right to organize and bargain col- 
lectively without interference. 

Maj. Gen. Edmund B. Gregory, 
Army quartermaster general, ruled 
on November 28 that the award of 
defense contracts was “not to be 
considered as barred by the single 
fact that proceedings under the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act have been 
instituted or that findings of viola- 
tions of the act have been made by 
the National Labor Relations 
Board.” 

Pensioner Had 83 Children 
Feodor Vassileff of Moscow, when 

pensioned bv the Czar of Russia 
In 1782, told the sovereign he had 
$3 children. 

PICTURE-TAKING PRINCE—Crown Prince Olaf is shown taking 
a picture of his wife, Crown Princess Martha, and three chil- 
dren at the Norwegian Legation today. The youngsters are 

(left to right) Princess Ragnhild, 10; Prince Harald, 3, and 
Princeks Astrid, 8. —A. P. Photo. 
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both for our own use and that of 
Great Britain.” 

Gov. Lehman’s plan, in brief, is 
that plants turning out luxury or 
non-essential articles be employed 
for military production. 

Pledging their unqualified ap- 
proval of his recently announced 
plan for leasing war equipment to 
Britain, signers of the appeal from 
the professional men and women 
asked that the President "make it 
the settled policy of this country to 
do everything that may be necessary 
to assure the defeat of the axis 
powers and thus to encourage here 
and everywhere resistance to the 
plausible but fatal arguments of ap- 
peasement.” 

Ignorance, Lethargy Deplored. 
Deploring the ignorance, lethargy 

and disbelief which have led many 
European democracies to their 
graves and the British Empire to 
the “thin edge of disaster," the ap- 
peal added: 

“We ask you to inform us. clearly 
and boldly, of the possibilities of 
English failure and of the conse- 

quences to us and to car children’s 
children should Britain fail. 

“We ask you to tell us what we 
believe to be the truth, that the 
materials of war and the military 
and air strength we now have and 
the implements we can now produce 
are enough to make certain the de- 
feat of the axis powers, so long as 
Britain is on her feet and fighting, 
but that with Britain down, they 
are not enough and may not in 
the future be increased enough to 
hold the whole world at bay.” 

Signers of Telegram. 
The telegram said the following 

persons authorized their signatures: 
Hamilton Fish Armstrong, editor 

Foreign Affairs. 
Herbert Agar, editor Louisville 

Courier Journal. 
Dr. William M. Agar, professor 

Columbia University and Catholic 
leader. 

Frank Aydelotte, director Insti- 
tue for Advanced Study, Princeton 
University. 

Frank Altschul. New York banker. 
Mrs. Frederick Lewis Allen, writer. 
Dana C. Backus, New York lawyer. 
Mrs. Edward C. Baill.v, author and 

and civic leader, Westchester, N. Y. 
Mrs. Charles Bang, Cleveland 

clubwoman. 
Stringfellow Barr, president St. 

Johns College, Annapolis. 
Margaret Culkin Banning, author, 

Duluth. 
Ulric Bell. Washington corre- 

spondent of the Louisville Courier 
Journal. 

James P. Baxter, III, president 
Williams College. 

Barry Bingham, publisher Louis- 
ville Courier Journal. 

Walter E. Batterson, Hartford, 
Conn. 

Robert Woods Bliss, diplomat, 
Washington. 

T. D. Boardman, San Francisco 
business man. 

Gail Borden. Chicago editor. 
Henry Breckinridge, New York 

lawyer. 
Benjamin Brewster, bishop of 

Maine. 
Sevellon Brown, Providence edi- 

tor. * 

William Adams Brown, New York 
theologian. 

Philip Marshall Brown, former 
professor International Law, Prince- 
ton. 

John Young Brown, former Rep- 
resentative, Lexington, Ky. 

Esther Caukin Brunauer, Ameri- 
can Association of University 
Women. 

John Stewart Bryan, president the 
College of William and Mary. 

Charles C. Burlingham, lawyer. 
New York City. 

Thomas E. Burke, American Fed- 
eration of Labor leader, Washington. 

James Byrne, New York Catholic 
leader. 

Henry Seidel Canby, author. 
William D. Carmichael, jr., Chapel 

Hill, N. C. 
Ward Cheney, New York manu- 

facturer. 
B. M. Cherrington, University of 

Denver. ''' 

Harry Woodburn Chase, chancel- 
lor New York University. 

J. E. Chappell, Birmingham editor. 
Grenville Clark, New York lawyer. 
John H. Clarke, former Supreme 

Court justice. 
Olive A. Colton, Toledo. Ohio. 
Ada L. Comstock, president Rad- 

cliffe College. 
James B. Conant, president Har- 

vard University. 
Frederic R. Coudert, New York 

sawyer. 
James F. Curtis, New York finan- 

cier. 
James B. Claypool, Providence. 
Martha Hill, Cutler. 
Russell J. Clinchy, Hartford 

clergyman. 
Dr. Henry Sloane Coffin, presi- 

dent Union Theological Seminary. 
W. T. Couch, Chapel Hill pub- 

lisher. 
Virginius Dabney, Richmond, Va„ 

editor 
Benjamin D. Dagwell, Episcopal 

Bishop of Oregon. 
Richard Ely Danielson, associate 

editor Atlantic Monthly, Boston. 
Lawrence L. Doggett, president 

emeritus, International Y. M. C. A. 
College, Springfield, Mass. 

Monroe E. Deutsch, provost, Uni- 
versity of California, Berkeley. 

Lewis W. Douglas, president, Mu- 
tual Life Insurance Co.. New York. 

Allen W. Dulles, New York lawyer. 
Clark M. Eichelberger, New York 

City. 
Kimpton Ellis, Los Angeles lawyer. 
Mark Ethridge, general manager, 

Louisville Courier Journal. 
Silas Evans, president, Ripon Col- 

lege, Wisconsin. 
Douglas Fairbanks, jr.. Hollywood. 
Francis T. Fenn, Hartford, Conn. 
John Farrar, New York publisher. 
Thomas K. Finletter, New York 

lawyer. 
Rev. George B. Ford, Columbia 

University. 
Blanton Fortson, Athens, Ga. 
Everett Fraser, dean of the Law 

School, University of Minnesota. 
Dr. Edward F. Gay, economist, 

Pasadena, Calif. 
Carter Glass. jr„ Lynchburg. Va. 
Harry D. Gideonse, president, 

Brooklyn College. 
C. Leslie Glenn, rector of St. John's 

Church, Washington. 
John C. Granberg, Georgetown, 

Tex. 
Frank P. Graham, president, Uni- 

versity of North Carolina. 
Ernest Graham Guthrie, general 

director, Chicago Congregational 
Union. 

Archibald Henderson, Chapel Hill, 
N. C. 

George Watts Hill, industrialist, 
Durham. N. C. 

Marion H. Hedges, acting editor. 
Electrical Workers Journal, Wash- 
ington. 

Henry W. Hobson. Episcopal 
Bishop of Southern Ohio. Cincinnati. 

Lynn Harold Hough, dean, Drew 
Theological Seminary. 

Carlton J. H. Hays, professor of 
history, Columbia University. 

Arthur Garfield Hayes, New York 
lawyer. 

Dorothy Hinitt. associate editor. 
Readers' Digest. 

Ernest M. Hopkins, president, 
Dartmouth College. 

Rupert Hughes, author. 
Stanley C. Hughes, Newport, R. I. 
Denison B. Hull, philanthropist 

and Chicago architect. 
Elizabeth Jordan, New York editor, 

author and playwright. 
Douglas Johnson, Austin, Tex. 
Winchester Jones, Pasadena, Calif. 
Dorothy Kenyon, New York law- 

yer. 
Frank Kingdon. former president 

Newark University. 
Jerome G. Kerwin, University of 

Chicago. 
Henry S. Kingman, Minneapolis 

civic leader. 
Freda Kirchwey, editor the Na- 

tion. 
Mrs. James Lees Laidlaw, New 

York civic leader. 
William P. Ladd, dean Berkeley 

Divinity School, New Haven. 
Edward R. Lewis, Winnetka, 111. 
Rev. Robert H. Lord, Catholic his- 

torian and vice rector of St. John’s 
Seminary, Brighton, Mass. 

Maury Maverick, Mayor of San 
Antonio. 

Mrs. Arthur J. McGuire, past pres- 
ident St. Paul Peace Council. 

Dr. Francis E. MacMahon. pro- 
fessor, Notre Dame University. 

Mrs. Dwight Morrow, Englewood, 
N. J. 

L. R. Mason, New York lawyer. 
William Mathews, Tucson editor 

and publisher. 
The Rev. Moorhouse I. X. Miller, 

New York. 
Lewis Mumford, author. 
Mrs. Walter McNab Miller, civic 

leader, Columbia, Mo. 
Francis P. Miller, Fairfax, Va. 
Robert A. Millikan, Nobel Prize 

winner, California Institute of Tech- 
nology. 

Walter Millis, author. 
Mrs. Allan Mitchell, Blooming- 

ton, Ind. 
George W. Morgan, St. Paul, law- 

yer. 
William Allan Neilson, president 

emeritus Smith College. 
Conde Nast, publisher. 
G. Bernard Noble, Reed College, 

Portland, Oreg. 
Gerard S. Nollen, president Bank- 

ers’ Life Insurance Co., Des Moines. 
Dr. Charles P. O’Donnell, De Paul 

University, Chicago. 
Edward L. Parsons, Episcopal 

Bishop of California, San Francisco. 
F.ank L. Polk, New York lawyer. 
Mrs. R. S. Pierrepont, Far Hills, 

N. J. 
Harriett B. Prescott, Columbia 

University Library, New York. 
Henry F. Pringle, author, New 

York. 
Conyers Read, professor, Univer- 

sity of Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Raymond Robbins, Brooke- 

ville. Fla. 
Clothilde Reo. 
Dr. Winfield Rieffier, Institute for 

Advanced Study, Princeton. 
The Rev. T. Lawrason Riggs, 
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Catholic educator and author, New 
Haven, Conn. 

Dr. Alexander Sachs, New York 
economist. 

William Franklin Sands, diplomat 
and educator, Washington. 

Fred Searles, jr„ San Francisco. 
Charles Seymour, president, Yale 

University. 
Robert E. Sherwood, playwright. 
Whitney H. Shepardson, vice pres- 

ident, International Railways of 
Central America, New York City. 

Mrs. David S. Simms, Hastings, 
Nebr., businesswoman. 

Betty Gram Swing, lecturer and 
journalist. 

Herbert Bayard Swope, journalist. 
Gerard Swope, industrialist. 
Robert E. Speer, former president, 

Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, Lakeville, Conn. 

Dorothy Thompson, journalist. 
George R. Throop, chancellor, 

Washington University. St. Louis. 
Harold C. Urey, scientist and Nobel 

Prize winner. Columbia University. 
Clifton M. Utley, director, Council 

on Foreign Relations, Chicago. 
Henry P. Van Dusen, dean, Union 

Theological Seminary. 
The Rev. Edward J. Walsh, presi- 

dent, St. John's University, Brook- 
lyn. 

Dr. James J. Walsh. Catholic au- 
thor and educator. New York. 

Walter Wanger. motion picture 
producer, Hollywood. 

J. Skottowe Wannamaker, presi- 
dent. American Cotton Association, 
St. Mathews, S C. 

James Warburg. New York banker. 
Micheal Williams, Catholic jour- 

nalist. Westport, Con. 
Wythe Williams, journalist and 

radio commentator. 
Alexander Wollcott, author. 
Frederic Collin Walcott, former 

United States Senator, Norfolk. 
Conn. 

Quincy Wright, professor of inter- 
national law. University of Chicago 

James T. Shotwell. professor, Co- 
lumbia University, New York. 

Dr. James Rowland Angell. former 
president of Yale University. 

Burke Baker, president, Seaboard 
L<fe Insurance Co. 

John L. Balderston. foreign cor- 

respondent and playwright. 
Mrs. Walter C. Carey, New Or- 

leans civic leader. 
George F. Booth. Hartford 

(Conn.) Editor and Publisher. 
E. H. Peter Cusick, New York ad- 

vertising executive. 
Marshall Field, publisher and 

financier. 
Harold K. Guinzburg, the Viking 

Press, New York. 
Col. Leroy Hodges, Richmond, 

Va. 
S. Stanley Kreutzer, New York 

lawyer. 
Walter H. Mallory, New York City. 
George W. Martin, New York. 
Paul Scott Mowrer, Chicago 

journalist. 
Helen Hill Miller, writer and 

executive secretary, National Policy 
Committee 

Bishop William Scarlett, St. Louis. 
The Rev. Charles Spence of Cin- 

cinnati. 
Anita McCormick Blaine (Mrs. 

Emmons Blaine of Chicago). 

Hughes Will Receive 
Citation for Work 

Chief Justice Charles Evans 

Hughes will be presented with a 

citation in recognition of his con- 

tribution toward the improvement 
of human relations by the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
at a ceremony at his home today. 

The Chief Justice who, with the 
late Newton D. Baker and Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman, organized the na- 

tional conference in 1928, will re- 

ceive the award honoring his efforts 
in the presence of leaders of the 
conference at a private ceremony. 
He was selected as the recipient of 
the citation by a committee of lead- 
ers interested in better human rela- 
tions between Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews. 

Byrd's Ship on Way 
To Bring Back Men 
By the Associated Press. 

DUNEDIN, New Zealand. Dec. 27. 
—Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd's 
famous polar ship, the Bear, will 
sail for Little America tomorrow 
to bring home the men of the United 
States Antarctic expedition, recalled 
when the United States Congress 
refused funds for another year’s 
work. 
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hild, 10; Princess Astrid, 8, and 
Prince Harald, 3, heir-presumptive 
to the Norwegian throne—posed for 

I pictures w'ith the Crown Prince be- 

| fore the press conference' conducted 

j by the Crown Prince. 

Flash Bulb Frightens Princess. 
It marked the first time that the 

1 Crown Princess and the children had 

posed for photographers since they 
took up residence near Bethesda, 
Md„ this fall. 

A bursting camera flash bulb 
: frightened Princess Astrid, who hid 
for a moment behind her father's 

j broad back. 
The Prince declined to comment 

on the issue whether food should be 

passed through the British blockade 
to Norway and other German- 
occupied countries in Europe, but he 

! read from a statement prepared at 
the Norwegian Legation which said: 

"From authoritative sources it is 
j learned that the Germans in Octo- 
ber requisitioned in Norway 625 tons 
of coffee. The amount of coffee 
taken by the Germans in November 
and December is given as 200 tons, 
The Germans have taken 20 tens of 

j chocolate and large quantities of 
cocoa. 

Nazis Seized Liquor. 
“During the time when the Nor- 

wegian government wine monopoly 
was closed the Germans requisi- 
tioned 400.000 bottles of whisky for 

: their soldiers. It is practically im- 
I possible to obtain bacon or meat. 
According to reliable estimates, the 
Germans are confiscating about 
10.000 pounds of meat in Oslo every 
day. but such orders are filled early 
in the morning. Eggs are requisi- 
tioned directly from the farms and 
seldom, if ever, reach the public 
markets. 

"It is practically impossible to ob- 
tain fine flour for hospital patients 
in Oslo.” 

The Crown Prince said that it is 
obvious that the German Army of 
Occupation is completely fed and 
completely clothed in Norway, and 
he thought that the situation was, 
similar in other German occupied 
countries. 

He said that now is the season 

when usually the herring fishing 
begins, but there is a question 
whether the Germans will relax 
their gasoline restriction enough 
for the Norwegian fishermen to 

operate their boats in a way that 
will enable them to take full 
advantage of the herring run. 

To Remain Until New Year. 
The Prince, who arrived in Wash- 

ington Monday, plans to remain w'ith 
his family in Bethesda until after 
New Year Day. This is the first 
time he has seen them since April 
when the battle for Norway opened. 
From here he will go to Canada to 
see the Norwegians in training for 
the air force and navy. He probably 
will visit Toronto and Ottawa and 
call upon his uncle, the Earl of Ath- 
lone. the brother of the Dowager 
Queen Mary of England. 

The Crown Prince is a nephew of 1 

the late King George V, Queen 
Mary’s husband. 

The Crown Prince has never been 
to Canada, although he visited in 
the United States for 10 weeks last 
year. 

Funeral Rites Held 
For Mrs. Minnie Travis 

Funeral services for Mrs. Minnie 
Luttrell Travis, who died at her 
home, 545 Buchanan street N.W., on 
Christmas Eve, were held this morn- 

ing at the First Baptist Church, 
where she had been an active 
worker. 

The Rev. Edward Hughes Pruden, 
pastor, conducted the services. Bur- 
ial was in Rock Creek Cemetery. 

Mrs. Travis, the widow of Henry 
Clay Travis, sr„ was a native of 
Northumberland County, Va. She 
had lived in Washington for the past 
22 years. She was a charter member 
of the Virginia State Society and 
had been treasurer of the Woman's 
Society of First Baptist Church. 

Surviving are three daughters, 
Mrs. Oliver W. Heatwole, Miss Min- 
nie L. Davis and Mrs. John Haynes 
Williams; a son, Henry Clay Travis, 
jr., and 10 grandchildren, all of 
Washington. 

U. S. Will Prosecute 
A.S.C.A.P. and Radio 
Interests as Trusts 

Attorney General Rules 
Public Loses in War 
Over Song Copyrights 

B» the Associated Press. 
Music and radio interests, locked 

for months in conflict over a new 

broadcasting contract, face Federal 
prosecution early in January under 
the anti-trust laws. 

Holding that the music-loving 
public would be tl}e loser if the con- 

troversy over song copyrights con- 
tinued, Attorney General Jackson 
announced last night that he had 
ordered a criminal proceeding start- 
ed at Milwaukee against four parties 
to the dispute. 

These are: The American Society 
of Authors, Composers and Publish- 
ers (A. S. C. A. P.), the National 
Broadcasting Co., the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, and Broadcast 
Music, Inc., an organization set up 
by the radio industry as a whole, 
through the National Association of 
Broadcasters, to parallel A. S. C. A. P. 

Five-Year Agreement Ends. 
Through coryrights, a large pro- 

portion of modern music is controlled 
by A. S. C. A. P. A five-year agree- 
ment with the broadcasters expires 
December 31, and both N. B. C. and 
C. B. S. have eliminated A. S. C. A. P.- 
controlled music from their pro- 
grams. The broadcasters charge 
that A. S. C. A. P.’s demands would 
cost them $9,000,000, or more than 
twice what they have been paying. 

A Justice Department statement 
said the proceeding would be based 
on these charges: 

Illegal pooling of most of the 
desirable copyright music available 
for broadcasting to create a mono- 

poly, discrimination against users 

of copyright music and against com- 

posers who are not members of 
either A. S. C. A. P. or B. M. I. with- 
holding of music from publication to 
exact fees illegally, price fixing, re- 

straining composers in their right to 

bargain for sale of their own music, 
requiring music users to pay for 
tunes when no music is used, mutual 
boycotts by A. S. C. A. P. and the 
radio chains in an effort by each to 

gain control of the music supply. 
Arnold Raps Both Interests. 

Thurman Arnold. Assistant At- 
torney General, declared in a state- 
ment that A. S. C. A. P. had gone far 
beyond its original purpose of pro- 
tecting its members in their copyright 
privileges and had engaged in prac- 
tices “designed solely for the pur- 
pose of eliminating competition.” 

He asserted that N. B. C. and C. 
B. S., through the creation of B. M. I„ 
also had engaged in "restrictive 
practices similar to those which the 
department charges were illegally 
instituted by A. S. C. A. P. 

Mr. Arnold said the Justice De- 
partment was not concerned with 
which side was the aggressor, but 
with the prospect that the boycotts 
would obstruct broadcasting of much 
popular music and "deprive the pub- 
lic of hearing that music except on 

terms dictated by the victor in the 
contest.” 

European Group Also Accused. 
He said that complaints had been 

received also against the Society of 
European Stage Authors and Com- 
posers, and were being investigated. 

The Justice Department filed an 

anti-trust suit against A. S. C. A. P. in 
1934, but the trial was adjourned in 
1935 in a futile effort to stipulate the 
facts. The case lay virtually dormant 
until this year when a new investi- 
gation was begun as a result of the 
fight between the radio chains and 
A. S. C. A. P. 

This led to negotiations for a con- 

sent decree, and these appeared to 
be on the verge of success until a few 
days ago. 

Announcement of the proposed 
criminal action followed breakdown 
of negotiations over a possible con- 

sent decree which might have solved 
the deadlock between ASCAP and 
the broadcasters. 

Buck “Welcomes” News. 
That proposal was understood to 

have called for easing of the process 
by which an author may become a 

member of A. S. C. A. P., relaxing bar- 
gaining provisions to permit dealings 
between the author and the user of 
music, altering the basis of distribut- 
ing A. S. C. A. P.’s income in favor of 
those authors whose music is most 
widely used, and simplifying licens- 
ing arrangement for use of A. S. C. 
A. P. music, with the society as a sort 
of “watchdog” for violations. 

Gene Buck, ASCAP president, said 
in New York it was “welcome news” 
that the Attorney General had de- 
cided to “go into the entire structure 
of the monopoly of the air.” 

His group, he said, had declined 
to accept a consent decree “requir- 
ing the society to do business as pre- 
scribed by certain laws which the 
broadcasters succeeded in having 
enacted in Florida and Nebraska, as 

well as in other States in 1937.” 
Cites Court Rulings. 

“The States’ statutes were de- 
clared invalid by 11 Federal judges 
sitting in three States and upheld in 
one State, namely, Washington, on 

Christmas Eve by three judges. The 
Supreme Court has agreed to review * 

two of the decisions. The cases will 
be argued the latter part of the next 
month or the early part of February. 

“In view of the desirability of ob- 
taining an authoritative ruling on 
this important question from the 
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Nation’s highest tribunal, the society 
suggested that discussion of these 
matters be deferred until the Su- 
preme Court decision.” 

Neville Miller, president of the 
National Association of Broadcast- 
ers, expressed hope that the Justice 
Department “will be willing to give 
at least as much consideration to the 
broadcasters as it has given to” 
A S. C. A. P. 

“Por weeks,” Mr. Miller said, “the 
Department of Justice discussed a 
consent decree with A. S. C. A. P., 
and when it failed to get one, it sud- 
denly accused practically the whole 
broadcasting industry, represented 
in B. M. I., of criminal practices 
without giving us any opportunity 
at all for a similar discussion.” 

Egypt 
_(Continued From First Page.) 

send reinforcements to Bardia or to 
withdraw troops and materials from 
that region. 

Despite the lack of reinforcements, 
however, the Fascist garrison under 
Gen. Berti appeared determined to 
put up a fight to retain the strong- 
hold. 

Reports reaching Cairo said the 
Italians were moving some war ma- 
terials from Italy to Libya, but no 

abnormally large shipments across 
the Mediterranean were reported. 

Hundreds of horses and mules left 
behind by the Italians when they 
retreated from Egypt are still roam- 
ing the western desert in groups, 
seeking water and trying to graze 
on thorny shrubs, which are the 
only vegetation. 

The British are rounding up some 
of these animals, but many have 
been so frightened by the sounds 
of battle that they are not easily 
caught. 

Today's British headquarters com- 
munique was a single sentence: “On 
all fronts the situation remains un- 
changed.” 

Italian Air Activity 
Centered at Bardia 

By EDWARD KENNEDY, 
Associated Press War Correspondent. 
WITH BRITISH FORCES OUT- 

SIDE BARDIA, Libya. Dec. 27.— 
The Italian airforce concentrated 
its activity in the Bardia region to- 
day in an attempt to impede the 
British land forces surrounding this 
Libyan outpost. Italian bombing in 
other parts of the desert was at a 
minimum. 

The British Royal Air Force con- 
tinued the tactics it has employed 
since the start of the British of- 
fensive-heavy bombing of Libyan 
air fields to keep the enemy on the 
ground as much as possible. 

Although there was no holiday 
truce in this North African fighting, 
the bombing on both sides appeared 
to be somewhat diminished Christ- 
mas Day and Night and land fight- 
ing around Bardia was limited main- 
ly to an artillery duel, now in prog- 
ress five days. The British batteries 

| were being strengthened steadily by 
! arrival of new guns. 

The generally greater Italian air 
activity in the past week, particu- 
larly the new tactic of concentrating 
the air bombardment, has led to a 
belief among the British that a new 
Italian air commander may have 
taken charge. 

The general situation around Bar- 
dia has not changed much in the 
past few days, but all indications 
point to a real British drive to be 
opened soon on the estimated 20,000 
Italians whmare besieged there. 

Such an operation might well be 
the most, withering yet undertaken 
in the desert. 

Plane Bombs Submarine 
Effectively, Italy Says 

ROME, Dec. 27 (AP).-An Italian 
seaplane "effectively bombed an en- 
emy submarine" in waters off the 
Libyan coast yesterday, the high 
command reported today, adding 
that artillery act'ons and patrol ac- 
tivity continued on the North' Af- 
rican land from. 

The Italian Air Force, the daily 
communique said, was "intensely ac- 
tive," carrying out bombardments 
of front-line base batteries, mechan- 
ized equipment and ships in harbor. 

Miss Catherine Reilly 
Burial Tomorrow 

Miss Catherine A. Reilly, 1529 
Gales street N.E., retired employe 
of the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, died Wednesday at Provi- 
dence Hospital. 

Miss Reilly, who was bom in 
Pottsville. Pa., began work at the 
bureau shortly after she came to 
Washington about 34 years ago. She 
had been retired for three years. 

A charter member of the Order 
of the Knights of St. John, she 
also was a member of the Blessed 
Virgin Sodality of the Holy Name 
Church. 

Requiem mass will be celebrated 
at 9 am. tomorrow at the Holy 
Name Church. Buriel will be in 
Mount Olivet Cemetery. 

Florida Storms Leave 
One Dead, Three Hurt 
And Crops Damaged 

Tornadic Winds Strike 
Three Communities; 
Fireman Electrocuted 

By the Associated Press. 

MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 27.—One death, 
three injuries, residential property 
damage in three communities and 
unestimated crop damage were 
caused last night and early today 
by wind and rainstorms sweeping 
across the Florida Peninsula from 
the west. 

The storms were caused by a dis- 
turbance in the Gulf of Mexico 
which the Weather Bureau said was 
a general disturbed condition rather 
than a definite tropical storm having 
a center and moving in one direc- 
tion. 

Robert L. Knight, 28. /i fireman, 
was electrocuted at Fort Lauderdale 
today by a fallen power line and 
Homer G. Edenfield, 32, suffered 
shocks and burns in trying to res- 
cue him from a heavily-charged 
pool of water. They were both on 
call during a heavy rain storm that 
disrupted communications. 

A narrow "twister” injured three 
persons and damaged several build- 
ings at Pomona Park, just north 
of Fort Myers in Southwestern 
Florida. 

At approximately the same time, 
a tornado whirled through the out- 
skirts of Palatka and passed close 
to Bunnell in the Northeastern part 
of the State. A tourist camp near 
Bunnell was damaged, and power 
service was disrupted temporarily 
in Palatka. 

Rough seas held light craft m 
port on both sides of the peninsula 
today. A coast guard search for 
the Miami fishing cruiser Thrill was 
called off when the 261-foot boat 
fought her way safely to port with 
nine persons aboard. 

Miami had 1.20 inches of rain 
and some telephones were out of 
service there. 

10 Killed, 200 Injured 
By Cyclone in Cuba 

BEJUCAL, Cuba, Dec. 27 (/pj—Be- 
jucal and neighboring towns counted 
10 dead and 200 injured today in the 
wake of a series of cyclonic dis- 
turbances which swept across West- 
ern Cuba last night, and officials 
feared reports from outlying districts 
might swell the toll. 

First estimates by Minister of 
Health Dr. Demetrio Despaigne put 
the probable number of dead at 40 
or more, but early this morning only 
eight bodies had been recovered from 
the wreckage of homes in Bejucal 
and three in nearby Rancho Boveros. 

Becujal. a town of 10.000 inhabit- 
ants 25 miles south of Havana, and 
the surrounding area were placed 
under martial law as armv officers 
directed relief workers. More than 
200 doctors and nurses were sent 
from Havana. 
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