
Power Crisis 
Laid to Error 
By Roosevelt 

President Said to 
Have Pigeonholed 
Warning in 1937 
Rv DAVID I.AWREM'E. 

Within the last 48 hours there 
Has held at the White House a 

ronierence the true significance 
of which has not been reported 

In the press. 
What was an- 

nounced was the 
proposed expen- 
diture, through 
Onvprnment 
subsidy or loans 
nf about *1.000.- 
000.000 for new 

plants to take 
carp of a short- 
age in electric 
power. What was 

1 n a d v e rtently 
concealed was 

the real respon- David Lawrence. 

sibilitv for the tragic situation in 

which the electric power industry 
finds itself today as a consequence 
of a blunder in judgment made by 
President Roosevelt, aided and 
abetted by some of the very men 

who conferred with him on Wednes- 

day. namely. Secretary Ickes. Sena- 
tor Norris of Nebraska. Ben Cohen 
and the other advocates of public 
ownership, who have influenced the 
President for the last several years 
to harass and smother the pri- 
vately owned public utilities. 

The “death sentence" law which 
has kept the executives of holding 
companies busily occupied for 18 

months now in almost daily con- 

ferences at the S. E C. instead of 
tending to their jobs, has had the 
effect of stunting the growth of 
electric power in America by pre- 
venting financing for needed ex- 

pansion over a period of seven years. 
The present shortage of electric ! 
power was foreseen as far back as 

August. 1937. in a memorandum sub- 
mined to the President by the Fed- 

eral Reserve Board, but not made 

public. This correspondent read a 

ropy of it at that time and when 

In September, 1938. the President 
began to express fears of an electric 

power shortage in the event of war 

there was republished in these col- , 

limns extracts from that document.: 
Because Secretary Ickes. with the I 

apparent approval of the President, 
has taken upon himself the task of 
scolding American industry for fail- ! 
lng to build up its facilities for war j 
even before the Government indi- 
rates its military needs, it is in the 

public interest to place on record 

again the fateful words of the1 
document which convicts the pres- | 
ent administration of colossal neg- 
]prt of one of America's most im- 

portant defense requirements, even 

though fully vr.rned thereof in ex- 

plicit words. Says the Federal Re- 
serve Board memorandum: 

Two Years to Equip Plant. 
“Tt takes ordinarily about twro 

years to plan and equip a modern 
steam generating plant and three 
years more to develop new hydro- 
electric stations. Apart from some 

large Federal hydroelectric projects. I 

there are at present comparatively 
few important new central stations 
tinder construction, and if the ex- 

pansion of generating capacity had 
to await the planning and com- 

pletion of such stations, an acute 

power shortage would inevitably en- 

sue before they could be brought j 
into production 

Because of the lack of confidence 

on the part of utility managements, 
the industry has been living on a 

day-by-day. hand-to-mouth basis. 

Capital outlays have been put off 
until the last possible moment, if not^ 
Indeed until too late. Witness the 
fact that less than half the new- 

capacity will he brought in for 1937 
than the expansion output during 
rhp year calls for. Capital expend- 
itures for the year promise to be 

only about $450,000,000 as compared 
with $600,000,000 to $800,000,000 esti- 
mated to bp needed as an average 
for 1937 to 1941. 

"This slow start in the proccess 
of plant expansison means that ex- 

penditures will have to average cor- 

respondingly higher during the re- 

maining four years of the period if 
thp 1937 capacity-use factor is to be 
maintained. Whether the requisite 
capacity to maintain the 1937 ca- 

pacity-use factor will be forthcom- 
ing-and its approximate main- 
tenance may be regarded as a con- 

riition for the avoidance of power 
shortages —will depend in part on 

the political and financial position I 
of the power companies in general. 

"From the political standpoint, 
their recent experiences have not 

been happy, what with the threat of 
direct competition from existing and 

projected Federal hydroelectric de- 

velopments not to mention mu- 

nicipal enterprises financed by Fed- 
eral aid—as well as adverse public- 
ity, higher taxes, the holding com- 

pany' law and a steady downward 

pressure on rates. Political hazards 
have doubtless been exaggerated, but 
it cannot be gainsaid that they have 

mused a great deal of jittery sent!-1 
ment among utility managements 
and a disposition to avoid unneces-! 
nary commitments, a disposition 
which still obtains. There seems 

little prospect that this situation 

will be altered in the near future."! 
What happened to this report? J 

_____.1 
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On the Record 
Opposition in Congress Seen as Failing to 
See Forest of Liberty for the Trees 

By DOROTHY THOMPSON. 
If the American people do not 

want to be held up in a dark alley 
one of these days with a pistol at 

their chests, and pushed around 
after that 

through the 
next epochs 
of history, 
they had bet- 
ter do some- 

thing vigor- 
j ous about the 

opposition in 
Congress, 
This opposi- 
tion is behav- 
ing with a 

Jprlc of intel- 
ligence and 
common sense Dnroth* TbRmpidR. 
that is unforgivable, the circum- 
stances in the world being what 
they are. 

That the Military Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Senate should be 
headed by Senator Reynolda is 

i worth 10 divisions to Hitler. Sen- 
I ator Reynolds Is the nearest thing 

to a Nazi—a very small-town 
Nazi—that we have in the United 
States Senate. Senator Wheeler, 
who has spent his life fighting 
concentrations of power in this 
country is quite indifferent to the 

i most colossal concentration of 
power ever seen in human his- 
tory-one big holding company 
for all Europe, and mavbe to- 
morrow for a large part of Asia, 
under a single executive, without 
any checks and balances whatso- 
ever. in alliance with the domi- 
nant power of the Far East—and 
with a definite plan for encircling 
America. 

Hitler can move the worker* of 
the whole continent of Europe 
wherever he pleases—Belgian* to 
Czecho-Slovakia. German* to Po- 
land. Frenchmen to Belgium. 
Poles to Germany. He commgnd* 
the greatest army that has ever 
been organized in human his- 
tory. This army did not begin 
with Hitler. 

Pre-Trained Army. 
The army of the OermRn Re- 

public. small though It was. was 

perhaps the most modern and 
highly trained force on the con- 
tinent with 12 years’ service for 
every member of it. Since 1933- 
that is to say, for eight years—it 
has been built up to a fore* of 
five or six million men, all of 
whom have gone through the 
most prolonged and rigorous 
training which actually began 
In Hitler youth and work camps, 
so that the conscript had already 
completed his physical training 
and considerable technical train- 
ing before he was ever drafted 
into the army. This army is now 
augmented by Hungarians. Ru- 
manians. and Finns, all of whom 
come from countries with long- 
established traditions of compul- 
sory military service. 

The German technique of war- 
fare is to talk peace and mean 
war: to make pacts to secure 
time, but to break them at ex- 

actly the right moment: to lull 
the enemy to sleep and attack 
him with lightning swiftness and 
overwhelming force, in the place 
where he least expects it, and 
without provocation or warming. 
Tn but one case has Hitler de- 
clared war—that of Russia—and 
then he declared war after it had 
begun. 

Now in this sort of a world, 
with this sort of a menace, the 
opposition in Congress is insist- 
ing that we will lose our democ- 
racy unless we cling to procedures 
and tactics of the past. If w# do 
we won't only lose our democracy, 
we will lose our country. Proce- 
dures. in dealing with a foreign 
foe, have to be adapted to the 
tactics of the foe. You can't de- 
fend yourself against blitzkrieg 
and total war with either the 
political or military strategy of 
1917. You need absolute unity of 
political and military command, 
complete freedom of action, and 
total secrecy. 

Our congressional opposition 
cannot be intrusted with any se- 

cret—they blab what thev know, 
and usually in a distorted form, 
to the first newspaperman who 
comes along. 

Secret hearings before the Mil- 

It was pigeonholed because the 
President, fearful of antagonizing 
the public ownership school of 
thought in the New Deal, let mat- 
teis drift and refused to accept 
the well-worked-out compromise for 
settling the whole electric power 
problem submitted to him in con- 

fidence bv Wendell Willkie in Janu- 
ary, 1938. Mr. Roosevelt allowed 
enough money to go into Federal 
air projects so that investors were 

frightened. This killed the market 
for the financing of common stocks! 
from which utility companies have 
since been told by Government 
decree they must get their expan- 
sion money instead of by further 
issues of bonds. 

Then in September. 1938. the 
President admitted in r press con- 

ference that he feared an electric 
power shortage in the event of war. 

Today the administration is to 
lend *470.000.000 during the emer- 

itary Affair* Committee are a 

joke. One might a* well ask Hit- 
ler lo *lt in on them. This lack 
of discipline and responsibility is 
called democracy. It is not. It is 
the degeneration of democracy 
into personal and party politics. 

The Selective Service Act was 

passed a year ago. and a great 
deal of water—and blood—has 
flowed under a great many 
bridges since then. Now the 
President and the chief of staff 
urgently ask that the period of 
service be extended. They also 
ask that all restrictions as to the 
disposition of the Army should 
be removed. Both requests should 
be granted immediately. 

Every country in Europe, in- 
cluding Sweden and Switzerland, 
who certainly have no warlike 
intentions, have prolonged their 
military service indefinitely. In 
every crisis in the last eight 
years, every government has been 
allowed to retain Its soldiers as 

long as possible. 
This country is neither Swit- 

zerland nor Sweden but a world 
power with outposts all over the 

globe. But the congressional op- 
positionists act like provincial 
officials of a small town. 

Shouldn't Tell Hitler. 

It Is Impossible to make a 

strategy of defense if you tell your 
enemy in advance what you are 

going to do or not do with your 
troops. Even if there is not the 
slightest intention of sending our 

troops abroad, we should under 
no circumstances tell that to Hit- 
ler. and fix it in law that we can- 

not. That is just the most primi- 
tive common sense. You can 

neither defend yourself nor de- 
feat an enemy in this world a* 

it 1* today, if he knows in ad- 
vance the range of your move*. 

One cannot even conduct an ef- 
fective diplomacy under auch con- 
dition*. 

All things have to be seen in 

perspective and in proportion. 
There is no freedom for any citi- 
zen of a country unless his coun- 

try is free. Freedom is insep- 
arable from power. The mainte- 
nance of power in the world as 

it is. is not conditioned only by 
the way we want to act, but by 
the way the other fellow acts. 

In time of peril, free men do 
freely what they have to do to 
remain free Debate is a very 
good thing, but it is also true 
that one can debate a nation to 
death. Freedom looks better on 

a banner than in an obituary 
notice No nation has ever re- 

mained free that was not willing 
on occasions to restrict pergonal, 
party, economic and social free- 
doms for the sake of the larger 
freedom of the whole community. 

Unfortunate Promises Made. 

It is unfortunate that during 
the elections promises were made 
which should not hare been made. 
The President could, with every 
prospect of being able to fulfill 
it, make the promise that he 
would keep war out of this hemi- 
sphere But he was only gambling 
on probabilities when he guaran- 
teed not to send an army abroad. 
For the only certain way to keep 
this war out of the Western 
Hemisphere is to see that it Is 
decided outside of the Western 
Hemisphere, and decided against 
Hitler The only promise, there- 
fore, that any leader of a nation 
in a crisis like this should have 
made is to defend the freedom 
and the power of the United 
States of America, without war if 
possible, and with war if neces- 

sary. and if by war then In that 
place and under those circum- 
stances that best promise vic- 
tory. 

One thing is certain: This coun- 
try can neither make peace nor 
war nor even survive unless it. 
take* off its own shackle* to start 
with and obtain complete free- 
dom of action. We have got to 
end the period of prohibitionism. 
and stop thinking that there ia 
some peculiar virtue in impo- 
tence 

And if your life is at stake, you 
had better trust the doctor—in 
this case the President and the 
Army and Navy command—and 
not the klbitsers. 
RelesieS br rh# Bell 0rndiesit. ln« ) 

I 
gencv for new plant*—a frac- 
tion of needed expansion—and rec- | 
ognixes at last that steam plants 
are an essential part of the electric 
power plant of America, as con- 
trasted with hydroelectric develop- 
ments. and far more certain as has 
been proved now by the drought in 
the Tennessee Valley, which at 
times seriously curtails power pro-! 
duct Ion. 

If administration officials were not. 

jonatantly seeking to shift the blame 
ax they are repeatedly trying to do 
in the case of aluminum produc- 
tion. which is inadequate to meet 
the fantastic figures of need* being 
bandied about, there would be no 

inclination now to go back to the 
record a* it would be much better 
if bygones could be bvgpnee—a lesson 

apparently which Secretary Ickes 
refuses to learn and which the Presi- 
dent does not encourage him to learn 
in the interest of national unity. i 
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The Great Game of Politics 
Possible Approval of Seaway Seen as Victory 
For President's Prestige, Not His Judgment 

By FRANK n. KENT. 
As the time appioaches for floor 

consideration of the St. Lawrence 
Seaways project, several things be- 
come clear besides the fact that, 
unless the Presi- 
dent weakens, 
the vote on this 
exceedingly du- 
bioua proposal 
will be close. 
Two of these 
things are not 

subject to con- 

tradiction. One 
Is that, left to its 
own Judgment, 
Congress would 
not even debate 
1 h i s measure. 

much lfss pass Prank R. Kent. 

i it. The other Is that its chance of 
i success is wholly due to the fact 

that the President is making its 

passage a personal matter. 

Evidence of this is found not only 
; in the trouble he has taken to push 
forward conspicuous members of his 

administration, such as Secretaries 

j Stimson. Knox and Jones, and O. P. 

M members Knudson and Hillman, 
some of whom have little interest 

| in, and less knowledge of. the proj- 
ect. bill also in the way the adminis- 

i (ration publicity forces have been 
lined up in its behalf. All up and 
down the line the Government press 

j agents and journalistic reflectors 
are unitedly pressing favorable argu- 
ments and obscuring those against. 
Even the publicity director of the 

I Democratic National Committee has 

| been prodded into doing his bit. The 

method adopted by moat of these 
i literary aides is to misrepresent and 

abuse those on the other aide rather 

; than argue the merits of their case. 

Labor Among Problems. 

The fact is the <ull weight of the 

White House machine is being used 

to push this project through a 

reluctant Congress Ordinarily that 

would be enough. Perhaps it will be 

this time. Certainly the President 
can get from Congress anything he 
asks in the way of legislation or 

money which he can justify as for 

national defense. The proponents of 
the 8t. Lawrence plan have the 

greatest difficulty in justifying it on 

that ground. On the contrary, the 
statement that at the most optimis- 
tic estimate (the Presidents' the 

seaway could not be completed with- 
in four tear*, and that it would di- 
vert a large number of men and an 

immense amount of machinery and 
other material, vitally needed for 

defense work at a most critical 

period, has not been contradicted 
and would seem to outweigh every 

argument of the canal advocate*, 

not one of which is undisputed. 

Actually, the engineering, flnan- 

| cial. military and industrial fact* 

that are marshaled against this un- 

dertaking appear so conclusive as to 

make it impossible to regard a pro- 
posal which has been kicking around 

for 40 year* as an emergency propo- 
sition in 1941. Engineers, who con- 

tend that seven instead of four year* 
would be required to do the job. eati- I 

mate that a force of 43.000 men would 
be steadily engaged, but that at the 

peak 60.000 would be needed. To 
complete the job in four years, 
double this army would be required, j 
Where are these men to come from? 
In addition, help must be had from j 
Canada, which, even less than W'e, I 

can afford to divert labor now em- j 
ployed in producing munitiono and 
other product* of which the British 
are in desperate need. 

Reluctant Prime Minister. 
The reluctance of Canada to par- | 

ticipate in this project at this time 
is attested by the conditions under 
which the Canadian Prime Minister 

joined Mr. Roosevelt. In his agree- 
ment. Mr. Mackenzie King provided 
a clear "escape clause" bv which his 
country may indefinitely postpone 
any participation or expenditure i 

whatever. In his last letter on the' 
subject—March 6—the canny Prime 
Minister declared that "the grow- 
ing intensity of the war preparations 
and the apprehensions that atilt 
more serious perils will have to be 
faced in the near future necessitate 
the moat careful examination of any j 
proposed expenditure from the point 
of view of public need and in the 
light of war requirements.” So far 
from "heartily approving” the plan, 
this would seem to indicate great 
doubt of ite present wisdom upon the 

part of Mr. Mackenzie King—even • 

i desire to reconsider the whole busi- ; 
ness and lay It on the table. 

In addition, the trenchant point is 
now being made that the proposed 
depth of the canal—27 feet—will be 
inadequate to accommodate more 

1 than a small percentage of the war 

i and cargo vessels for whose use it is 
supposed io be For example, it is 

! said that of 384 ships now being! 
built under the Maritime Commts- 

| slon's emergency program only j 
about 30 could keep their keels off 
the seaway bottom. In itself, this 
would appear a reason calculated 
to stall the project, but it seems not 
to weigh much with its sponsors. 

As a Power Project. 
Stress has been laid by the Presi- 

dent on the electric power argu- 
ment, though it has been authorita- 
tively stated time and time again 

: that we can build highly efficient 
tteam plants more cheaply and more 

rapidly at strategic points than we 

can develop St. Lawrence water 
power. In reply to the allegation* 
that this is a pet project of Mr 
Roosevelt's, it is asserted that Mr. 

Hatding. Mr. Coolldge and Mr. 
Hoover favored it while in the 
White House. They did not. how- , 

ever, favor it during an unlimited 
national emergency, when its con- 

struction would sidetrack an army 
of men and vast quantities of mate- 
rial vitally needed to preserve our 

ally from destruction and our own 

security. When they favored It, the 
utmost speed was not being de- 1 

manded In our own immediate de- 
fense program. Nor were we lagging 
both on our domestic armament and 
in the aid we are giving the British. 
Nor. in their day, was there any un- 

certainty as to where the men. the 
money and the materials to do the 
job were to be found. 

(CoDfrlght. 1941.) 
_ 

2,000 Scouts to Mobilize 
At Treasury House 

About 2.000 Bov Scouts of the Dis- 
trict. Maryland and Virginia will be 
mobilized tomorrow at Treasury 
House. Fourteenth street and Penn- 
sylvania avenue N.W., to hear what 
they can do for defense and pro- 
mote the sale of Defense bond* 

Mayor Fiorello H La Guardia will 
address the group on the aluminum 
drive which opens next week, tell- 
ing the Scouts what is expected of 
them. The drive is under the 
auspices of the Office of Civilian De- 
fense under Mayor La Guardia 

Secretary of the Treasury Mor- 
genthau is also expected to speak 

The mobilization call goes out at ■ 

8 p.m today and 1* billed as an 
actual mobilization In an emergency. 
Paul Toneman, sr is chairman of 
the 1 Scout-o-rama" Mobilization 
will start at 10 a m tomorrow, with 
Mayor La Guardia to speak at 2 30 
pm. and Secretary Morgenthau at i 
2 45 p.m. 

Various demonatration* are ached- ! 
tiled for the afternoon and evening, i 
climaxed by a campfire at 8 p.m. 

Tomorrow 
at 

Treasury House 
Treasury Hougf at Fourteenth 

street and Pennsylvania avenue 
N.W.. where you can see mili- 
tary exhibits at the same time 
you buy Defense savings bonds 
and stamps, announces the fol- 
lowing program for tomorrow: 

10 30 am. to 10:00 pm Dis- 
trict of Columbia Boy Scouts 
mobilisation 

11:00-11:50 a m., United States 
Navy Band. 

5:25 p.m., retreat. 
Colors lowered with full mili- 

tary honors. 

Drama Editor Dies 
INDIANAPOLI8. July IK <*)._! 

Robert G. Tucker. 66. drama editor 
of the Indianapolis star and In- 
diana political columnist for the 
Cincinnati Enquirer, died last night 
of a heart ailment. He had been on 
the Star staff 25 years. 
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This Changing World 
Developments in Europe Overshadow Efforts 
For U. S. Defense in South America 

By CONSTANTINE BROWN. 

Spectacular developments in 
Europe and Asia still keep in the 

background, as far as the public 
is concerned, important develop- 
ments for our own defense in the 
Sou'hera continent. 

The administration is endeav- 

oring with all means at its dis- 
posal to strengthen the ties with 
South American republics. There 
is no question that relations with 
our Latin American friends have 
improved greatly, but for many 
reasons they still are somewhat 
complicated. Ethical methods 
followed by official and unofficial 
agents of the United States are 

often frustrated by more active 
and less ethical methods of Axis 
agents, who have the advantage 
over us by having started their 

"co-operation" policy years ahead 
of the United States. 

Much as we attempt to show' 
the governments and peoples of 
South America that if they play 
along with the Axis they will 
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suffer the fate of Denmark. Ru- 
mania or Bulgaria, it is difficult 
to impress them with the reality 
of the danger since so many 
thousand miles separate them 
from Europe. 

They are impressed by the 

military victories of the Germans 
and the efficiency of their eco- 

nomic machine. 

Although we tell them Ger- 

many can hardly keep body and 
soul together because of the lark 
of food, and that the German 
armies will in the end collapse 
because of the lack of basic law 
materials to supply her war time 

industry, the South Americans 
accept our statements skeptically. 
And this is not surprising when 
we look objectively at the general 
situation. 

I'. S. Priorities Hurt Brazil. 
The Brazilian government, like 

many other American republics 
is handicapped in obtaining in- 

dustrial products and basic in- 

dustrial material from the United 
States because the priority board 
must take care of the needs ot 
Great Britain and the United 
States first. 

If there is a priority board in 

Germany, it certainly disposes of 
the requirements of other na- 

tion* from the political point of 
view. 

Thus in Brazil there are tw< 
important German airlines: Con- 
dor and Vang. The Brazilian got 
ernment. realizing how the func- 
tioning of those air companies 
might eventually jeopardize the 

security of the country, estab- 
lished a Brazilian airline—the 
Vasp. The line w as organized, but 
it had no planes. Repeated re- 
quest to this country for trans- 
port planes were fruitless. Our 
factories had their hands full 
with military orders for the 
United States and Britain and 
could hardly satisfy the require- 
ments of our own commercial 
lines. 

The Germans sent a ship—the 
Lech—which ran through the 
British blockade and brought one 

airplane to Brazil, together with 
the necessary spare parts and 
msny other industrial products 
of the Reich This was an obvi- 
ous denial of stories that Ger- 
many was short of raw materials 
and could not produce for com- 

merce. It was also an indication 
of Germany's good will when ii 
riskpd a large cargo boat to send 
needed supplies to Brazil. 

Meanwhile, Britain needed 

transport planes. We took from 
our commercial lines some 24 air 
liners and sent them across the 
Atlantic. 

Many an official who Is keenly 
interested in placing our good 
neighbor policy on a more solid 
footing, while not denying that 
the British probably needed these 
commercial planes, maintain that 

they would have done far better 
work if they had been sent to 
Brazil. If President Vargas could 
get planes from this country he 
would not hesitate to nationalize 
the German lines. He is said to 
have asked for 12 or 14 air liners 
to put his scheme into effect. 
Conversations for assistance to 
the Vasp air line are now in prog- 
ress and it is possible that within 
the next few months we shall be 
able to deliver some commercial 
planes to Brazil from the stock 
of our own commercial lines. 

The cargo ship Lech made a 

spectacular dash across the At- 
lantic. escaping the British block- 
ade. Five other such ships have 
reached Brazil since last Febru- 
ary. They all had in their holds 
large supplies of manufactured 
goods—mostly steel and other 
products of the heavy industry— 
and a substantial number of 
Nazi "specialists and organizers.” 
They landed in Brazilian ports. 
Some remained in Brazil: others 
went to other South American re- 
publics. 

The South American republics 
are hesitant about believing the 
reports that the Reich is down 
and out and that their economic 
life in the future depends larae- 
lv on continental co-operation. 
The leaders realize, of course, 
that the products which were 
sent from Germany are "propa- 
ganda goods.” That is to say. the 
Germans deprived themselves of 
certain things to show the Latin 
Americans how anxious the 
Fuehrer is to satisfy the require- 
ments of the South American 
republics. But the man in the 

hCC* ^ 

street is impressed when he lean 
in newspapers that consignments 
of goods have reached South 
American businessmen and they 
are being sold at a lower price 
than similar United States prod- 
ucts. 

Forceful Propaganda. 
The obvious implication is ihat 

since Germany can spare some, 
manufactured products now 
when her principal effort is di- 
ected toward fighting the war, 

•he will be in a position to satisfy 
all the needs of the South Amer- 
ican republics once the war is 
over. 

On the other side of the ledger 
the fact that the United States, 

which has every conceivable 
means to supply the relatively 
modest demands of the Latin 
American republics, cannot do 
this, although she is not at war 

yet. 
This type of German propa- 

ganda carries more weight, ac- 

cording to unbiased American 
observers, than fine words and 
assurances of intercontinental 
co-operation and good neighbor 
policy. 

These observers feel that un- 
less we pay more attention to 
toe actual needs of the South 
American nations and supply 
them with the ty pe of goods they 
now require, the money which 
is being spent south of the Rio 
Grande will be ultimately of littie 
avail to us and to our Latin 
neighbors. 

OPEN SATURDAY TIL 4 P.M. 
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OF MEN'S DISTINCTIVE CLOTHING, 
FURNISHINGS, HATS AND SHOES 

Every department in the store has 
contributed to making this sale the 
greatest in Mode history. Choose 
distinctive Mode Apparel toda\ or 

tomorrow at these exceptional 
savings. 

+TYPICAL VALUE_ 

194 FINEST IMPORTED 

IRISH LINEN SLITS 
V hite or Natural Tan 

! Wpt« $20.00 & $25.00 

Clothing selected before 2 p.m. tomorrow will he delivered 
tomorrow nite 

THE MODE 
F STREET *t ELEVENTH 

90 iOfry JOinWts/ c/>aytrtfvi/1 

-THE IMPORTANT MEN'S CORNER- 

McLemore— 
Skippers Near 80 

Defy Nazi Raiders 

Bv HKNRV MrLEMORK. 

HALIFAX. Nova Scotia. -On a 

misty morning not so long ago, 
an old freighter puttered down 
the harbor and passed through the 

Henry McLentnrt. 

gate to the open 
sea Her ton- 

nage *M neg- 

ligible, her lines 
ungraceful, and 
her speed that 
of a tortoise, 
but to the men 
on shore who 

knew about her 
she made a 

braver sight 
than If she had 
been a capital 
ship passing in 

review 
On the bridge was a skipper who 

had fought the sea even longer than 

| the old tub he commanded. Re- 
: tired from the merchant marine 
I just after the last wrnr. he had come 

down from his home in the hills 
of Halifax and volunteered to run 

the gantlet of the North Atlantlr. 
He gave his age as 71 and stormed 

at those who said he could not, 
be a minute this side of 80 He 

stormed at officials who said he 
would have to lie in the harbor 
until a convoy slow enough for 

: him to keep pace with was formed, 
i "To hell with the Germans.” the 

old boy said. We'll get across some- 

I how So it was outward bound 
'all alone. No destro\er joined him 
in his rendezvous with th* waves. 

No bombers wheeled ahead. With 

only a tommy-gun to protect her 

^against Stukas, armed raider* and 
submarines, the freighter crawled 
beyond the horizon headed for 

| England. The old boy and hi* 
1 tub made it. 

Hundreds of old boy* are making 
it. or trying to make it these dav*. 
They have whacked off their beard* 
and 20 years ofT their age*, patted 
their great-grandchildren on the 
head, tidied up their garden*. »nd 

put out to sea as vital threads in 
Britain's life line. 

* * * * 

A walk along the Halifax wate>- 
front on visits to the seamen 

hotels brings to light innumerable 
stories of the courage of these old 
skippers. There was one in here 
the other day who had been picked 
up after his freighter had been shir 
out from under him. He admitted 
to 75, and after three days of floa'- 
ing on a half-submerged raft, towed 
by a line from his chief officer 
jolly-boat, his only complaint wa 

that the first shell had gone through 
his cabin and destroyed possession 
he had carefully collected in half a 

century of roaming the world. 
His feet and legs were • b'1 

damaged by uro days and a night r' 
standing on a raft that threatene 
to sink at any moment but, after 

holiday of two weeks, he put ou’ 

for England to get another ship 
Even in this pon. where fantasti 
tales of the sea have been spun fo- 
many years, one still hears amarc- 
ment expressed at the experience 
of the 70-year-old skipper who w»r- 

down with the ship but lived to red 

j the tale 

Torpedoed his late cargo-carrir 
plunged to the bottom and, faugh1 
in the vortex, he went along ton 
A man is not supposed to survn 

that but. for a reason that on! 
Davev Jones could explain, the skip- 
per. after a trip almost to the bo»- 

! tom of the Atlantic, was violenth 
expelled from the whirlpool and shn 
into the air to land near the life- 
boat of his chief engineer. He stayer 
in port only long enough to get r 
new outfit of clothing before leav 
ing for the other side and another 
command. It is a thankless task 
this wartime skippering of merchant 
ships. The boat and the men sc 

j .iuM shooting targets if their escort 
prove insufficient. 

* * * * 

Even the pilots of the R A F 
are given no higher courage ratin' 
than the skippers and crpw of the 
merchant marine. They are in the 
real front line and they don't even 
have the satisfaction of taking a 
shot at their tormentors. One ha’ 
only to see a tanker, loaded with 
high-test gasoline, laboriously put 
out to sea to know that the men 
who will eventually use that fuel in 
fights high above the crowds de- 
serve no more credit than the grimv. 
unsung men who rode with it acros- 
the battleground of the Atlantic. 

Perhaps the highest tribute ever 
paid to the men of the merchant 
marine was paid here in Halifax bv 
the late Sir Bertram Pox Haves dur- 
ing the last war Sir Bertram was 
captain of the Olympic then and. 
when he had safely carried 300.000 
soldiers to the other side, the city of 
Halifax honored him with a banquet 
and a massive silver service. In his 
speech of acceptance of the plate, 

j Bir Bertram said he did not desarvr 
j it. "My ship is the biggest and fast- 

est on the Atlantic.” he said, ‘it 
would take six well-placed torpedoes 
to sink her. 

“In the harbor is a small freighter, 
capable of no more than seven or 
eight knots. She is loaded with 

1 munitions. One shell of anv kind 
would obliterate her. Yet she is put- 
ting out to sea. Her skipper is the 
one who really deserves the piste 

[ (Distributed by McNsuihL Syndicate. Inc • 

Heart Attack Is Fatal 
To Bakery Executive 
By the Aysociftted Press. 

GARDEN CITY. N. Y„ July 1*. 
Harvey Leroy Miller, 47. vice presi- 
dent in charge of production of the 
National Biscuit Co., died yesterday 
of coronary thrombosis. 

Born in Abbeville. 8 C.. he went 
to work with the company in 1912 as 
a student cashier in Columbia, 8. C„ 
and later managed bakeries for the 
firm In Houston. Tex.; Atlanta. Oa. 
and Buffalo. N. Y„ and the Chicago 
bakery division. 
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