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WASHINGTON, D. C., JULY 27, 

Keck Reported 
Now in Lead for 
Detective Chief 

Police Report to Go 
To Full House 
Group Tomorrow 

Capt. Ira E. Keck was reported 
“out in front” yesterday for selec- 
tion as permanent head of the De- 
tective Bureau as House investiga- 
tors of the Metropolitan Police De- 
partment added to their report a 
condemnation of alleged “Gestapo” 
practices of a special investigation 
unit of the department is injurious 
to morale. 

The revised report of the sub- 
committee which recently completed 
the police investigation will be sub- 
mitted formally to the full House 
District Committee at its regular 
meeting at 10:30 a m. tomorrow. 

Final action by the Commis- 
sioners on a scheduled reorganiza- 
tion of high-ranking police officers 
is not expected until after this re- 

port is received 
Capt. Floyd Truscott, now com- | 

mander of the 10th precinct, who 

previously had been mentioned in 
some reports as the choice for de- 
tective chief, would be designated 
fjpe of the four new ace detectives 
at the pay of a captain, if the latest j 
tentative program is carried out. 

Fowler and Barrett Mentioned. 
Others scheduled for the crack 

detective posts are said to be Capt. 
John Fowler, now commanding the 
13th precinct, and Lt. Robert Bar- 
rett. third precinct, leaving one of 
these positions yet to be filled. 

The Commissioners’ commitee as- 

Kigned to investigate police admin- 
istration and efficiency may go into 
numerous details of police organiza- 
tion and methods not covered by 
the House investigators. This group, i 
headed by Maj. Beverly C. Snow. 
Assistant Engineer Commissioner, 
plans to study practices in Cincin- 
nati, Cleveland and perhaps other 
cities. It already has received copies j 
of a report on a recent survey of the 
Baltimore Police Department. 

The original House subcommittee 
report on police changes has been 
Increased by addition of several sec- j 
tions. One. it was said, will explain j 
the sudden closing of the investiga- j 
tion and the failure of the subcom- | 
mittee to take the testimony of civic j 
leaders and others who had asked j 
®n opportunity to testify. 

Another section, it was indicated. 
Will urge the Commissioners to re- 

quire that all superior and com- 

manding officers take full respon- 
sibility for prders they issue. Testi- 
mony had been given the subcom- 
mittee that some commanding of- 
ficers issued orders in "vague” lan- 
guage so as to avoid responsibility 
in event they were not carried out j 
satisfactorily. 

Other Recommendations. 
Other additional recommendations 

will urge that the courts reduce con- i 

tinuances in cases in order to expe- 1 

dite trials and that the Police Boys 
Clubs, founded by Maj. Brown, be 
continued as a means of combatting 
juvenile delinquency. 

The investigating committee 
named the Detective Bureau as the 
•weakest link in the department, 
but was understood not to have 
written into its report anv recom- 

mendation as to (*'ho should be de- 
tective chief in the projected re- 

organization. 
« Capt. Keck, who long has been 

Assistant chief of detectives and 
now is acting chief, was not blamed 
for the past conditions, and his tes- 

timony before the House investi- 
gators was said to have been favor- 

ably received at the District Build- 
ing. 

The Commissioners are said to 
have a high regard for Capt. Trus- 
cott and the others found to have 
excellent- records. One high Dis- 

trict official said, however. Capt. 
Truscott probably would be more 
valuable as an ace detective than 
as administrative officer in charge 
of the bureau. 

Promotion of Capt. Keck to full 
rank of captain has been approved 
by the Civil Service Commission 
and the proposal now awaits action 
bv the city heads. He now is a 

lieutenant, with rating as acting 
captain. 

Schulte Plans to See Mahon. 
Meanwhile. Chairman Schulte of 

the investigation subcommittee 
planned to seek a conference with 
Chairman Mahon of the House sub- 
committee in charge of the District 
appropriation bill to urge that steps 
be taken without delay to provide 
funds for the appointment of 50 

(See KECK. Page B-2.)“~ 

Band Concerts Listed 
For Current Week 

Tomorrow. 
Army Band. Treasury House, 

Fourteenth street and Pennsylvania 
avenue N.W.. 4:30 p.m. 

Army Band. District War Me- 
morial, West Potomac Park, 7:30 
p.m. 

Navy Band, east front of Capitol. 
7:30 p.m. 

Marine Band. Marine Barracks 
bandstand, 8 p.m. 

Tuesday. 
Army Band, band auditorium, 

Army War College. 1 p.m. 
Soldiers' Home Band. Soldiers’ 

Home bandstand. ,7 p.m. 
Army Band, Treasury House, 7:30 

pm. 
Navy Band. District War me- 

morial, 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

Marine Band, east front of Cap- 
itol, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday. 
Army Band. Treasury House, 12:30 

p.m. 
Marine Band, Marine Barracks 

bandstand, 1 p.m. 
Navy Band. Naval Hospital. Twen- 

ty-third and E streets N.W., 2:30 
p.m. 

Soldiers’ Home Band, Soldiers' 
Home bandstand. 7 pm. 

Friday. 
Navy Band, Walter Reed Hospital, 

0:30 pm. 
Army Band, east front of Capi- 

tol, 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday. 

Army Band, band auditorium, 
Army War College, 10:30 am. 

Soldiers' Home Band, Soldiers’ 
Home bandstand, 6:30 pm. 

* * 

RECREATION CENTER FOR SELECTEES DEDICATED—A 
tented city across the Potomac River in Arlington County was 

dedicated yesterday with high-ranking Army officials attend- 

ing the ceremony. The color guard raising the flag shows 
Sergt. John J. Gibbons. William S. McFadden and Mervin A. 

Hardesty of the Fort Belvoir Military Police Company. 

Arlington War Building Plan 
Intensifies River Tunnel Drive 

Representative Smith Warns Traffic Situation 
Will Be Deplorable Unless Steps Are Taken 

Immediate action on his pending 
bill for a bridge or tunnel crossing 
of the Potomac River will be sought ! 
by Representative Smith. Democrat, 
of Virginia, he said last night, in 

view of the proposed construction 
of a $35,000,000 War Department 
building in Arlington County. 

Since hearings were held several 
weeks ago by the House Public 
Building and Grounds Committee, 
no action has been taken on the 
measure which provides for a spe- 
cial commission to determine the | 
type, location and method of financ- 1 

ing an additional crossing. 
"Unless adequate plans are made 

in advance.” Mr. Smith said, “we 

will have a building that no one can 

reach because of the traffic con- 

gestion.” 
An additional crossing by bridge 

or tunnel has been advocated by j 
Federal. Virginia. Arlington County 
and Alexandria officials and civic 
groups for more than two years be- 
cause of the increasing traffic load 
on the Key, Chain. Memorial and 

Highway bridges, especially at rush 

hours, he pointed out. 
"Deplorable” Conditions Feared. 
Construction of the War Depart- 

ment building to house 20.000 em- 

ployes within a year and eventually 
40.000. Mr. Smith declared, would 
make traffic conditions "deplorable” ; 
unless provision is made for a bridge 
or tunnel crossing. 

The commission provided for in 
the Smith bill would consist of a 

representative of the Public Roads 
Administration, the Governor of 

Virginia, the city manager of Alex- 
andria and representatives of the 
Arlington County manager, the Dis- 
trict Commissioners and the Na- 
tional Capital Park and Planning 
Commission. 

A proposal for a tunnel under the 
river in the vicinity of Alexandria 
was included in the highway sur- 

vey submitted to the District Com- 
missioners last April by Capt. H. C. 
Whitehurst, director of highways. 
The project was estimated to cost 
about $9,500,000. 

A two-lane tunnel such as he pro- 
I posed would cost about twice as 
1 much as a four-lane bridge, he re- 
ported. However, a high level bridge 
might prove a barrier to air traffic 
at the National Airport. Naval Air 
Station and Bolling Field, and a low 
level bridge would interfere with 
automobile traffic because of the 

I frequent necessity for opening the 
draw for river traffic. 

Bridge Plan Pushed. 
A proposal for a bridge from the 

foot of New Hampshire avenue to 
Roosevelt Island and thence to the 
Virginia side between Lee boulevard 
and Lee highway has been pushed 
by Arlington County officials and 
the Arlington County Civic Federa- 
tion. 

While neither the Alexandria tun- 
nel nor the Roosevelt Island bridge 
would lead directly to the site of the 
new War Department building and 
several other structures planned by 
the War Department in that area, 
they would relieve present bridges 
of much of the traffic load they are 

now carrying, it was pointed out. 
The latest check of vehicular traf- 

fic on the four spans across the 
Potomac, contained in the White- 
hurst report, showed that from 
110.000 to 125.000 cars were crossing 
daily a year ago, a figure which is 
probably being exceeded today. Th» 

survey showed that the four-lane 
Highwav Bridge was carrying more 

traffic than the .six-lane Memorial 
Bridge, and that neither Key Bridge 
nor Chain Bridge were carrying their 
maximum load, probably due to in- 

adequate approaches. 
No figure was available on the 

additional load which would be 

placed on the present crossings by 
the new War Department structure, 
but parking space for 10.000 cars is 
included in the plans. What propor- 
tion of these cars would be owned 
by War Department employes living 
on the Virginia side of the river 
would be difficult to estimate. 

A temporary solution to the prob- 
lem suggested last March by the Ar- 

lington Ridge Va t Civic Associa- 
tion was that the War Department 
throw a pontoon bridge across the 
river at Rposevelt Island to relieve 
traffic congestion. No action has 
been taken on the suggestion. 

Personal Property Tax 
Returns in District 
Are Due Thursday 

Delinquents Will Face 
20 Per Cent Penalty; 
30,000 Have Not Filed 

Nearly 30.000 persons so far have 
failed to file their tangible personal 
property returns with the District 

government and face a 20 per cent 

penalty if they do not do so before 
Thursday night. Tax Assessor Ed- 
ward A. Dent said yesterday. 

Most of this number are expected 
to make returns on time, judging 
from past experience. Tax officials 
are preparing to handle a last-min- 
ute rush, but it was said returns 
are coming in somewhat slower 
than usual. 

Under the law. individuals, part- 
nerships, companies, corporations, 
fiduciaries and others owning tangi- 
ble personal property located in the 
District and failing to file a return 
In July are subject to the penalty. 

Mr. Dent said approximately 15.- 
000 returns have been received, and 
about 45 000 were believed required. 
District officials check against in- 
come tax returns and other records 
to discover the delinquents. 

The tax applies to holdings as of 
July l. Returns must be made on 

stock in trade, and equipment, with 
no exemptions allowed. Household 
furnishings, including linens and 
silverware, must be reported with an 

exemption of $1,000 allowed when 
such property is in personal use. 
Jewelry, boats and other tangible 
property located in the District on 

.July i also must be reported. 
Any personal tax return placed in 

the mail and bearing a July 31 post- 
mark will be accepted without 
penalty. Returns should be ad- 
dressed to the Assessor, Room 103, 
District Building. 

I 

35 Seek Defense Training 
BALTIMORE. July 26 ^.—Na- 

tional headquarters of the recently 
organized Civilian Technical Corps 
for specialized non-combatant train- 
ing in England advised local offices 
today that 35 Marylanders had ap- 
plied for membership, 31 of them 
from Baltimore. 

e 

Pvt. Ray Scott of the 1.320th Service Unit, Fort Belvoir 
one of the first to take advantage of a week-end leave at th 
recreation center, is greeted during the ceremonies by Ge- 
George C. Marshall, chief of staff of the Army. 

—Star Staff Photos. 

Rally to Inaugurate 
Georgetown Branch 
Of Girls' Club, Inc. 

Ambitious Plans Laid 
For Big Membership 
And Craft Programs 

The Georgetown Branch of the 
Girls Club of Washington, Inc., will 
open its doors for the first time at 
a raUy at 8 pm. Tuesday in its 
headquarters in the annex of the 

Curtis School on 0 street, near Wis- 
consin avenue N.W 

The rally has been planned to 
acquaint prospective members with 
the purposes and plans of the club, 
which will be open to all George- 
town girls between the ages of 13 
and 21. An intermediate council for 
girls 13 to 16 and a senior council 
for those over 16 will serve as the 
planning and governing group. Va- 
rious smaller units will elect their 
own officers and select representa- 
tives to the councils, with the as- 

sistance of an adult leader. The 

j club thus will serve as a federation 
1 

of smaller girls' units, and any ex- 

isting girls’ clubs in Georgetown are 
1 invited to become affiliated. 

Prorressive Arranred. 

Until these smaller groups or- 
ganize and start their own planning, 
a program of crafts and recreation 
w'iil be arranged for every Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 4 to 9:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays will be set aside for such 
special events as dancing, picnics, 
hikes or camping trips. 

It is planned to provide activities 
such as leather-work, basketry, 
jewelry-making, hiking, camping, 

| dramatics, music and athletics. The 
method of club organization will 
permit flexibility in arrangement of 
programs. Members also will be 
given opportunities to invite boys 
to dances and social recreation eve- 

nings of table tennis, badminton 
and shuffle board. 

Volunteer Group Aids. 
Leadership will be furnished by 

I volunteers with special skills, and 
the recently-formed Central Volun- 

1 teer Defense Committee is co-op- 
erating in locating able leaders. 

Establishment of the club comes as 
the result of community co-opera- 
tion of many different groups, in- 

I eluding the Georgetown Lion Club, 
the Georgetown Neighborhood 
Council, the Board of Education, 
Comunity Center and Playground 
Department and other groups. 

Roy Klomparens has been elected 
president of the club, with Mrs. C. 
Belle Myers, first vice president; 
Mrs. John Ihlder, second vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Edmund G. Chamber- 
lain, secretary, and George E. 
Knapp, treasurer. 

Mrs. Victor Rotnem has been ap- 
pointed director of the club, and 
Mr*. Camille Craig aaalatant direc- 
•Bm • 
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Health Department 
Soon to Move to 

Municipal Center 
Permit Office and Vital 
Statistics Bureau May 
Stay at District Buildng 

Transfer of mast of the offices 

of the Health Department to quar- 
ters in the Municipal Center Build- 
ing was planned yesterday by mem- 

hers of the Commissioners’ Space 
Committee, and the move probably 
will be started this week. 

With War Department workers 
occupying about half of the entire 
space in the new building, the Health 
Department had to give up much 
of the quarters originally assigned 
to it, and practically all oif the space 
still available for the department 
was intended for the department's 
laboratories and rooms left for fu- 
ture expansion of laboratories. 

Tentative plans indicated it 
probably will be necessary to leave 
the Health Department Permit Of- 
fice and the Bureau of Vital Sta- 
tistics in their present quarters in 
the District Building. The plan is 
to move the laboratories and all 
possible other administrative officials 
and clerks into the new building. 

About 9.500 square feet of space 
is said to be available in the new 

building. Dr. George C. Ruhland, 
health officer, voiced some dismay 
yesterday over the prospects, but 
declared his staff members would 
do the best they could, although he 
feared some activities might have 
to be restricted until additional 
space was available. He explained 
that the laborat^y quarters in the 
new' building were specially de- 
signed and not well suited for ad- 
ministrative and clerical work. 

Under the original plans for the 
department's new space, the depart- 
ment had a section of the building 
with an inner corridor and with 
spacious rooms for conferences and 
secretarial work. 

To what use vacated quarters of 
the Health Department in tfie Dis- 
trict Building would be placed has 
not yet been determined. One plan 
is to move the Public Utilities Com- 
mission to the second-floor space 
and to centralize District inspec- 
tional services in the present first- 
floor Public Utilities Commission 
quarters, where "they would adjoin 
offices of the inspector of buildings. 

Leviness Named 
BALTIMORE. ’July 26 UP).— 

Charles T. Leviness, chairman of 
the Board of Liquor License Com- 
missioners of Baltimore City, was 

appointed chairman today of the 
Federal Legislative and Defense 

I Committee of the National Con- 
1 ference of State Liquor Adminis- 
trator*. 

A 

Air view of the Army recreation center, with the tented 
town shown in the center of the photo. The roadway leads 

from Arlington National Cemetery across Memorial Bridge to 
the Lincoln Memorial. The skyline of downtown Washington 
can be seen in the background. 

Camp Without K. P. Dedicated 
To Use of Troops on Leave 

Marshall Attends Opening of Area 
At Virginia End of Memorial Bridge 

A tented city without reveille or 

kitchen police was dedicated to the 

defense forces visiting the Wash- 

ington area yesterday at ceremonies 
attended by Gen. George C. Mar- j 
shall. Army chief of staff, and Fed- 
eral and State officials 

Army routine and fatigue duty 
are banned at the Washington Rec- 
reation Area, near the western ap- 

proach of the Memorial Bridge in ; 
Arlington County, which was opened j 
to men from nearby cantonments by 
the Morale Branch of the War De- 
partment. Brig. Gen. James A. Ulio, ! 
chief of the”branch. was the princi- 
pal speaker at the ceremony. 

In this community for the Nation's 
new Army, everything is free except 
the food, for which a nominal charge 
is made. The meals are served by i 
the Welfare and Recreational As- 
sociation of Public Buildings and 
Grounds which operates cafeterias 
in Government buildings here. 

The Army’ however, furnishes the 
sleeping quarters, bedding and all 
living facilities. Recreational equip- 
ment is available. 

Recreation Facilities. 
There are badminton and horse- 

shoe courts and table tennis to while ■ 

away the hours the men do not 
chose to spend in the city. A li- 
brary with radio and phonographs 
and writing facilities are furnished 
for the less energetic visitors. The 
camp staff has a list of places in the i 

city where the men may swim, play 
golf or tennis, attend the movies, 
roller skate or ride horseback at re- 
duced rates through the co-opera- 
tion of many Washington firms. For 
those playing golf or tennis, clubs 
or rackets are loaned without 

charge, officials explained. 
Gen. Ulio's dedicatory address 

called attention to vigorous soldier 
training programs, saying: 

“Theirs is not a soft life. It re- 
quires close attention and a sus- 

tained effort from hour to hour and 
from day to day. Intelligent leader- 

ship recognizes that some relaxa- 
tion. some recreation, is a necessity j 
in order to keep our citizen soldiers 
in the best possible condition for 
the continuance of their schedule of 
training.” 

At the recreation area, mere is 

no reveille, no duty call and no for- ; 
mation.” he explained. “However, 
there is no tolerance of anything 
that will lessen respect for the uni- 
form of the Army of the United 
States. At 11 pm. the camp be- 
comes quiet, out of consideration 
for the comfort of those who want 
to sleep: and jieyond these simple 
rules, the soldier has no restrictions 
on his way of spending his time.” 

32 Camps Authorized. 
I Gen. Ulio said 32 such camps are 

authorized. 16 are in operation, “and 
others are in prospect." 

Gen. Marshall shook hands with 
Pvt. Ray Scott of the 1.320th Serv- 
ice Unit. Fort Belvoir. Va.. who had 
been selected to represent the en- 

listed men on the program. 
“They’ve really got a great camp | 

here,” Pvt. Scott commented. 
Maj. Beverly C. Snow. Assistant 

Engineer Commissioner of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; City Manager 
Carl Budwesky of Alexandria, -Va.; 
County Manager Frank C. Hanra- 
han of Arlington County, Va., James 
J. McEntee, director of the Civilian 
Conservation Corps, and Mrs. Julian 
Schley, president of the Soldiers, 
Sailors and Marines Club, also 
spoke. 

Lt. Col. Walter H. Lpng, com- 

manding officer of the camp, actecl 
as master of ceremonies, and Chap- 
lain Walter B. Zimmerman gave 
the invocation. Music was provided | 
by the United States Army Band. 

Full Dinner For 30 Cents. 
The "guests” for the first week! 

end of the area's operation were on i 
hand for the ceremonies. They were 

200 men from Fort Eustis, Va.: 200 
I from Fort MonVoe, Va.: 82 from In- ; 
diantown Gap, Pa.; 200 from Fort 

I Belvoir, Va.; 100 from Fort George ! 
G. Meade, Md.. and 30 from Edge- 

! wood Arsenal, Md. 
The new camp, built by the C. C. 

C., is intended principally for use 
by men attached to military reserva- 

i tions in. the Capital area, but any 
collated naa is eligible lor the ec- 

commodations. Men sleep in pyra- 
midal tents which are floored, open- 
sided and screened. There is a large 
recreation hall for dances and en- 

tertainment programs. A full din- 
ner can be bought for 30 cents in 
the concession. 

Another dedication at a nearby 
Army reservation will take place at 
1:35 p.m. today, when Gen. Mar- 
shall accepts the Arlington iVa.» 
Cantonment chapel, first of 555 
chapels being established through- 
out the country for the Nation’s ex- 

panding military forces. Chief of 

Chaplains William R. Arnold will 
speak briefly, and Maj. Gen. Ed- 
mund B. Gregory will make the 
presentation. 

Three-Alarm Blaze 
Destroys Warehouse • 

At Walter Reed 
Patients Unaffected 

By Flames as D. C. 
Apparatus Turns Out 

A three-alarm fire last night de- 

stroyed a wooden warehouse at the 

Army Medical Center, but there 
was no shifting of patients, since 
the structure was about 200 yards 
from any of the buildings housing 
patients at Walter Reed Hospital. 

The destroyed building, it was 

said, was an old frame structure 
used for storing lumber and scraps, 
and was already being emptied in 
order to demolish it. Brig. Gen. 
s. u. Marietta, commanding the 

Army Medical Center, could not esti- 
mate the damage immediately, but 
said he believed it to be negligible. 

Officers did not know how the 
fire started, but said that apparently 
it was noticed simultaneously by 
several soldiers and a guard. 

The Medical Center fire equip- 
ment was at the scene shortly be- 
fore the District apparatus, con- 

sisting of nine engine companies, 
three hook and ladders and the fire 
rescue squad, about 30 pieces in 
all, arrived. Deputy Chief D. W. 
Weaver said the blaze was under 
control in about 15 minutes. No 
one was reported injured. 

The blazing building was within 
50 yards o£ a frame barracks for 
enlisted men of the center. Sev- 
eral adjacent wooden structures 
about 50 feet from the burning 
warehouse were doused with water 
and saved. 

It was necessary to reroute 
traffic east off Georgia avenue from 
Whittier and Dahlia streets during 
the fire. 

The first alarm, according to the 
fire board, was turned in at 7:09 
p.m. and the second and third at 
7:15 o'clock. 

Hearing for Watchman 
In Shooting Continued 

A hearing for Harry Rithman. 57. 
night watchman charged with 
shooting three boys who tried to 
•'crash" a party at the Ourisman 
Auto Sales Co.. 610 H street N.E.. 
Friday night, was continued in Po- 
lice Court yesterday until August 26. 

The condition of one of the youths, 
Peter Catucci, 18. of the 100 block 
of Fifth street N.E., still remained 
serious, Casualty Hospital attaches 
reported last night. He was wound- 
ed in the back. 

The others are George Kalaviti- 
nos, 18. of the 1000 block of Third 
street N.E., and Nick Caponiti. 17, 
of the 600 block of Eighth street N. 
E., both of whom have leg wounds 
and were still in Casualty last night. 

Rithman’s bond remaining at $1,- 
500—$500 each on three charges of 
assault with a dangerous weapon. 
He was arrested by Policeman H. 
H. Vogel who was off duty and at- 
tending the party, a crab feast for 
acnployea. 
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New Hearing Set 
On Police Court 
Consolidation 

House Subcommittee 
Hopes to Complete 
Testimony Tuesday 

Bv JAMES E. CHINN. 

Plans were made last night by 
Chairman McGehee of the Judiciary 
Subcommittee of the House District 
Committee to complete public hear- 
ings Tuesday on a bill providing 
for consolidation of the Police and 
Municipal Courts and the establish- 
ment of an intermediate court of 
appeals. 

The principal witnesses. Repre- 
sentative McGehee said, would be 
Walter F. Bramhall. chief clerk of 
Police Court, and Harlan Wood, a 

member of the Municipal Court 
Committee of the District Bar As- 
sociation. 

! Under provisions of the bill, spon- 
sored by Chairman Randolph of the 
House District Committee, the con- 
solidated court would be known as 
the Municipal- Court of the District. 
Judges would be appointed for 10- 
year terms and would be eligible 
for retirement on two-third salary 
at the expiration of 20 years’ service. 

Strong support already has been 
given the measure by Judge Walter 
J. Casey of Police Court and mem- 
bers of the Bar Association. 

Gas Tax Hearing Tuesday. 
The Fiscal Affairs Subcommittee, 

headed by Representative Hunter, 
Democrat, of Ohio, will hold a hear- 
ing Tuesday on a measure recom- 
mended bv the Commissioners which 
would raise the local gasoline tax 
from 2 to 4 cents a gallon to help 
finance the proposed $44,500,003 
highway improvement program 
Representatives of motor organiza- 
tions will be among the witnesses 
Both hearings are scheduled to 
begin at 10 a m. 

Another hearing on the gasolin- 
tax increase bill also is planned t 
the Fiscal Affairs Subcommittee 
Wednesday at which representa- 
tives of civic organizations will b° 
given an opportunity to expre 
their views. 

Paving Cost Bill I'p. 
The House District Committee a; 

its weekly meeting at 10:30 a.m. to- 
morrow is scheduled to consider 
three bills, one of W’hich would 
modify the paving assessment law 
to relieve abutting property owners 
of paying one-half the cost of new 
roadways but would require them to 
continue to pay 50 per cent of the 
cost of construction of curbs and 
gutters. Another, recommended by 
Chief Justice D. Lawrence Groner 
of the United States Court of Ap- 
peals for the District, would give 
assistant clerks of the court the title 
of deputy clerks with authority to 
authenticate official papers. 

“The office of assistant clerk.” 
Chief Justice Groner wrote the com- 
mittee, "is an anomaly. It should 
in any case be made uniform and 
made to conform with the statutes 
in reference to clerks of Federal 
District Courts elsewhere.” 

He also pointed out that enact- 
ment of the proposed legislation 
would involve no increase in salaries 
or other additional cost. 

Dupont Circle Hearing. 
The third bill slated for consid- 

eration is intended to modify exist- 
ing law relating to the annual sale 
of tax certificates on property on 
which taxes have become delinquent. 

Hearings are to be continued Tues- 
day and Wednesday on the ouster 
of 700 to 1.000 tenants of the Dupont 
Circle Apartments because the Gov- 
ernment was taking over the build- 
ing for office space. The hearings 
are to be held before the House 
Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds, which has before it a reso- 
lution calling for decentralization 
of Federal Government activities 
due to the overcrowded condition 
here since the defense program be- 
gan. 

Last week witnesses before tflr 
committee charged there was “sub- 
terfuge” in concealing the owner- 
of the apartment and the identff 
of those responsible for initiati' 
the lease of the building. 

Appeal Is Renewed 
For Red Cross Workers 

A renewed appeal for volunteers 
to sew. knit and make surgical dress- 
ings in the Montgomery’ County Red 
Cross was made yesterday by Mrs. 
Fred Strine. production chairman. 

Heavy quotas of work in the 
county have necessitated the ap- 
peal. she said. Volunteers are asked 
to contact the chapter headquarters 
at 4700 Norwood place N.W, or 
telephone Wisconsin 3297. 

Make July Safer 
Every blot is a District traffic 

death. The toll thus far ex- 
ceeds that reported here during 
the same period last year. Keep 
the July calendar clear. 
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Toll In Previous Months. 

1940. 1941. 
January _5 13 
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In July, Beware Of: 

1. The hours between 3:30 
and 6:30 p.m. All four of the 
persons killed in traffic in July, 
1940, were fatally injured within 
this three-hour period. 

2. Crossing a street at a point ; 
other than a crosswalk. Two 
pedestrians met death by this 
action in July 1m» year. 

The two other traffic victims 
were fatally hurt while either 
ctossing a street at an uncon- 
trolled intersection or driving 
an automobile. 
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