
Big Banks Led Fight 
On Plan to Sell U. S. 
Bonds, Eccles Charges 

* 

Opposed Direct Purchases 
By Federal Reserve Units, 
House Committee Told 

Bx tht Associated Press. 
Marriner S. Eccles, Federal Re- 

serve Board chairman, has charged 
that "a few of the big banks" were 
the principal opponents of a pro- 
posal to allow Federal Reserve Banks 
to purchase Government obligations 
direct from the Treasury. 

nils accusation, along with a 
statement by Attorney General Bid- 
dle that violations of priorities and 
allocations orders were ‘‘widespread 
and serious” was disclosed today ip 
the printed record of House Judi- 
ciary Committee hearings on the 
8enate-approved second war powers 
bill. 

Few Banks Called Chief Foes. 
“The real opposition” to permit- 

ting the Reserve banks to buy bonds 
direct from the Treasury instead of 
on the open market came, Mr. Eccles 
said, from “a few of the big banks 
that are Interested in the buying 
and selling and from dealers and 
from people In the money market.” 

Both Mr. Eccles and Secretary of 
the Treasury Morgenthau requested 
that the power be granted. 

Mr. Biddle’s accusation came dur- 
ing discussion of a section of the 
bill broadening existing property 
seizure powers. He said the new 
legislation was designed by War 
Production Chief Donald Nelson to 
“put some teeth into the priorities 
law.” 

The bill confers 14 specific new 
powers on Gevemment agencies to 
speed up the war program. 

Group May Act Today: 
The House committee was re- 

ported to have written in a new 

clause, allowing the Census Bureau 
to make available to defense agen- 
cies heretofore confidential in- 
formation when it is necessary. 

Generally, committee members 
said, they have approved the bill 
in virtually the same form it passed 
the Senate. 

The Judiciary Committee was 
expected to act today on changes 
In the bill made yesterday by a sub- 
committee. The changes would al- 
low men in the armed services in 
this country and abroad to receive 
free postage. This provision was 
written into the bill by the Senate. 

Navy Launches Herndonr 
Built in Record Time 
By the Associated Press. 

PORTSMOUTH. Va„ Peb. 5.—The 
destroyer Herndon, built In only 
five months and nine days, the 
shortest time on record for the Nor- 
folk Navy Yard, was launched here 
today. 

Miss Lucy Herndon Crockett of 
New York smashed the bottle of 
champagne against the slim, gray 
bow in traditional manner a second 
before the warship began its slide 
into the Southern branch of the 
Elizabeth River. 

Comdr. William Lewis Herndon, 
U. S. N., for whom the destroyer 
was named, was a grand uncle of 
Miss Crockett, the sponsor. He went 
down with a steamer in a gale off 
Cape Hatteras in 1857. 

Hundreds of Navy Yard workers 
cheered as the Herndon slipped into 
the water at 11:28 a m., E. S. T. 

Representative Harris, Democrat, 
of Virginia speaking at the cere- 

monies asserted that “this sleek and 
graceful destroyer * • • is symbolic 
of offense * • • of pursuit and at- 
tack.” 

The time for talk about defense 
"ended with the coming of dawn 
at Pearl Harbor on Sunday Decem- 
ber 7,” Mr. Harris said. “Our 
thought now, and henceforth, must 
be of offense.” 

Citizens' Head Named 
Aide to Air-Raid Warden 

Appointment of Harry N. Stull, 
president of the Federation of Citi- 
zens’ Associations, as assistant to 
Chief Air-Raid Warden Clement 
Murphy was announced today by 
CoL Lemuel Bolles. civilian defense 
director for this area. 

Col. Bolles also announced the 
first of a series of regular monthly 
meetings of all chairmen of Civilian 
Defense Committees for February 
28, to check progress of the civilian 
defense program. It will be held 
at 2 p.m. In the boardroom of the 
District Building. 

Establishment of a civilian defense 
registration office at 1241 Kenyon 
street N.W., under the supervision 
of Mrs. Willie A. Dodson, was an- 
nounced by the District O. C. D. It 
will be open every night between 
7 and 8 o'clock. 

A call for volunteers from residents 
of the Lincoln civic defense area 
for stretcher-bearer corps and rescue 
squad workers was. issued today by 
the Rev. George A. Parker, chair- 
man of the Executive Committee for 
the area. He asked that volunteers 
writ* to him at 2441 M street N.W. 
or notify him by phone, Repub- 
lic 2136. 

P.-T. A. Plans Box Supper 
The Parent-Teacher Association 

of Dunn Loring (Va.) School will 
sponsor an old-fashioned box sup- 
per at the school at 6:45 pm. to- 
morrow. Music and entertainment 
will be furnished by the Friendship 
Circle Orchestra. 

Delivery of 
Night Final 
Edition 

The Night Final Edition of 
The Star, with two addi- 
tional pages of last-minute 
news, is delivered through- 
out Washington and nearby 
suburbs, together with The 
Sunday Star, at 85c per 
month. 

This edition gives the 
latest developments of the 
day in International, Na- 
tional and Local news, with 
complete Financial Reports. 

Special delivery Is made 
between 6 p.m. and 7:15 pm. 
daily. 
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U-Boat Spares Survivors' Lives 
After Sinking Off Maryland 

Shelling of United Fruit Freighter 
Delayed Till Boats Are Clear; Two Killed 

By the Associated Press. 

LEWES, del., Feb. 5.—Capt. Walter W. Koch, whose ship was 

torpedoed without warning off the Maryland coast, felt grateful 
today for the actions of a submarine commander "in sparing our 
lives.” 

The united Fruit freighter Ban* 
Gil. 3,598 tons, went down early 
yesterday after an enemy submarine 
pumped 2 torpedoes and about 11 
shells into her. Two of the crew, 
Beaumont Barbe, 26, of Belgium and 
Secondino Castro, 36, of Honduras, 
were killed when the first torpedo 
exploded In the boiler room, but 39 
others and one passenger were 
picked up after seven hours adrift 
in lifeboats and landed here. 

Four of the crew received minor 
Injuries. 

The Panama-registered ship was 
the 15th officially reported lost off 
the Atlantic Coast through enemy 
action within the past three weeks. 

Permitted to Launch Boats. 
“The commander and crew of the 

submarine permitted us to launch 
the lifeboats before they began to 
shell the ship," the 44-year-old 
skipper recounted. 

“They could have sent us and our 

lifeboats to the bottom at any mo- 
ment they wished. We wouldn’t 
have had a chance. But they al- 
lowed us to get clear of the boat 
and we were 50 feet away when the 
shelling began.” 

Eleven of 15 shots fired from a 

ft-. 

deck gun plunked Into the ship, he 
said, and then the undersea craft 
submerged, maneuvered Into posi- 
tion "and let the second torpedo 
*o" 

Vessel Broken In Half. 
"The San OH jumped and blew 

up in midair. Her 100-foot mast just 
seemed to dissolve. She went down 
stem first and she must have been 
broken in half by the last explosion." 

Capt. Koch praised the Ingenuity 
of Radio Operator Robert L. Thorp, 
41, of East Orange, N. J., and Stuart 
Condon of Boston, a passenger, who 
hurriedly erected a makeshift an- 
tenna after the first torpedo ex- 

plosion blew away the ship’s mast 
and managed to get away four 
SOS flashes. The Coast Guard 
used those brief messages in plotting 
a course to the lifeboats. 

Use Imported Tobacco 
Although the cultivation of tobacco 

is forbidden in Egypt many fac- 
tories there are producing cigarettes 
from tobacco brought from foreign 
countries. 

_- * 

LEWES, DEL.—SUB SANK THEIR SHIP—R. L. Thorp of East 
Orange, N. J., left, was praised for repairing his apparatus and 
sending distress signals yesterday after a submarine torpedoed 
the freighter San Gil, off the Maryland coast. At right Is Stewart 

> Winslow Roslindale, Condon, Mass., the only passenger aboard. 

Survivors of the San Gil waved their thanks before leaving for the immigration station at Gloucester, N. J. Two crew mem- 

bers were killed. A- p- Wirephotos. 
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(president of the All-Russian Cen- 
tral Executive Committee) he em- 

phasized this danger of overcon- 

fidence. It is. I think, important in 
arriving at any evaluation of recent 
Russian successes to bear the above 
observations in mind. 

The German Army is not yet a 
defeated army, nor has it yet been 
routed. It has, however, had to 
leave a great number of occupied 
points and towns that It would very 
much like to have held through the 
winter. In leaving those towns it 
certainly has not been the cold or 
Russian winter that has forced the 
evacuation. 

Driven Out by Russians. 
The effect of the cold Is to make 

the Germans want to hold on to 
every house and building that they 
can. to get protection from the frost. 

They are leaving because they are 

being driven out after hard fighting 
by the Russians and they are leaving 
behind them & mass of material 
that they would dearly like to get 
away if they could stop long enough 
to take it with them. 

It is an orderly retreat Just as 
was the Russian retreat over the 
same gTound at an earUer date, but 
It is a forced retreat and at any 
moment it might turn into some- 

thing much worse for the Germans. 
The whole question now is one of 

morale. If the morale of the Ger- 
mans was to break the retreat would 
become a rout. 

At present that morale stands, 
although there pre signs it is not 
as firm as it once was; it Is not 

yet broken and it may well be that 
the difficulties of winter which affect 
the Russians as well as the Ger- 
mans will prevent the retreat from 
turning into a rout. 

Although the Russians have shown 
that an offensive can be carried out 
In winter conditions, it is obvious 
that the speed of any advance must 
be slowed down by cold and deep 
snow. 

Prophecy Is Dangerous. 
When we come to the considera- 

tion of what spring will bring forth, 
then we embark on prophecy which 
is even more dangerous in this war 
than generally. 

Spring in Central Russia as a rule 
begins between the middle and end 
of March. If there are very heavy 
snows, as there have already been 
this year, then the thaw will last 
perhaps two months before the land 
gets dry and hard once again. 

This period of thaw is the most 
difficult time of all for military op- 
erations or any movements of trans- 
port. 

Rivers are full of blocks of Ice 
racing down with destructive force, 
and low-lying ground and marshes, 
of which there are a great many on 

the western borders of Russia, be- 
come impassable. So the time for 
renewed activities under normal 
conditions will not come before the 
beginning of May and perhaps not 
before the end of that month. 

The Russians will be as much held 
up as the Germans and, therefore, 
the position of the rival forces at the 
end of March will decide the direc- 
tion of the summer campaign. 
% They will both have some six 
weeks to two' months In which to 
make preparations after acute fight- 
ing has fagen stopped by the thaw. 

No doubt the Germans will try to 

gather forces for a fresh push, per- 
haps in the south against the Cau- 
casus. But by that time the Rus- 
sians will have still more fresh ar- 

mies, and all factories they have 
moved to the east should by then 
be again In operation. 

They have not as great manufac- 
turing resources as the Germans 
with all the occupied regions of Eu- 
rope to assist them, but neverthe- 
less, Russian production will have 
gone up very considerably by spring. 

But. it is just here that America 
and Great Britain come right into 
the picture. We have between us 

huge manufacturing capacity and 
must give to the Russians enough 
armaments to make certain that 
when the new clash comes in the 
spring they are not at a disadvan- 
tage. It is up to us to see that the 
Germans are stopped by efficient 
machines rather than by inade- 
quately equipped human bodies. 

I don't think the ordinary Ameri- 
can or Englishman has the slight- 
est idea of the extent ta which 
Russian Industry has been turned 
over to war production. It would not 
be much of an exaggeration to say 
the turnover was 100 per cent. 

Domestic Goods Lacking. 
The Russian people are just put- 

ting up with it because they know 
that nothing else stands between 
them and the overrunning of their 
country by the brutal hordes of 
Nazis. 

You can buy nothing of ordinary 
domestic character in Russia today, 
and people go without cheerfully be- 
cause they are realists and know 
that total war demands for total 
victory a total deprivation of all 
ordinary comforts, let alone all lux- 
uries. 

We in Britain and America, slowly 
and very painfully, are learning the 
same lesson, but we still have a 

great distance to travel before we 
reach the Russian standard. 

It is not fair for us to enjoy com- 
forts and luxuries and at the same 
time expect the Russians to fight 
what is indubitably our battle as 
well as their own, without those sup- 
plies which they could have if we 
were prepared to give up everything 
in the way of comforts and luxuries 
to save Russian lives and bring them 
speedy success. 

It is not a question of depriving 
ourselves of what we need for our 
own defense, but of so increasing our 
production by going without manu- 
factured comforts and luxuries as to 
get extra production with which 
to assist Russia. 

If by our efforts we can make the 
spring offensive in Europe a decisive 
success for the Russians, we shall 
not only save hundreds of thousands 
of Russian lives, but British and 
American lives as well 

Russians Are Grateful. 
The Soviet Government, I know, 

is most grateful for what our two 
countries have done following the 
Moscow conference in carrying out 
the promises of Lord Beaverbrook 
and Mr. Harriman. But can you 
blame them if they want as much 
as ever we can spare? 
It is vital that we should keep 

those promised quantities as the 
minimum since the Soviet govern- 
ment is retying on them for their 
planning of the coming campaign, 
anrf we must not let them down. 

But wars not only are fought toy 
materials and weapons—tbs U. ft. 

V, 

S. R. needs our moral support and 
true friendship just as we need hers. 

I know there are difficulties and 
we shall not help by closing our eyes 
to those difficulties. History can- 

not be unwritten and the legacy of 
past relationships oetween three 
countries cannot be got rid of in a 

day. 
The Russians are the most real- 

istic people in the world. They do 
not close their eyes to the obvious 
facts of the past, nor can they at 
once get rid of suspicions which at 
one time had a sound foundation. 

They want, as we want, to know 
where they stand. Are we tempo- 
rary friends as a matter of expe- 
diency or are we prepared to make 
an attempt to remold our relations 
with them on a firmer and better 
basis for the future? 

I will deal with this vitally impor- 
tant question in my tomorrow's 
article. 

Libya 
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terday. But eight R. A. F. planes 
were listed as missing. 

Advance East of Derna 
Continues, Italy Says 

(The following dispatch was sent 
from an enemy country, whose motive 
in releasing news Is likely to be propa- 
ganda. Axis claims should be credited 
only when confirmed by American or 
Allied sources.) 

ROME (From Italian Broadcasts), 
Feb. 5 UP).—The Italian high com- 

mand announced today Axis forces 
were continuing their eastward ad- 
vance after passing Dema, Libya, 
which is only 95 miles west of To- 
bruk. 

Thus the Italians and Germans 
had won their way back within 
striking distance of the Libyan 
stronghold where a British and Aus- 
tralian garrison held out seven 
months against all Axis thrusts. 

Tobruk is 80 miles west of the 
Egyptian-Libyan border, putting the 
Axis columns within 175 miles of the 
frontier. 

Continuing the Axis drive to 
knock out or neutralize the British 
island base of Malta, the Italians 
said German and Italian planes suc- 

cessfully attacked air and naval 
bases and many objectives suffered 
direct hits. 

British bombers dropped high ex- 

plosive bombs near Palermo, hit- 
ting a train and killing four mem- 
bers of the train’s staff, the report 
said. 

Six machines took part in the raid. 

the Italians said. They added their 
defenses shot down one plane near 

Santa Flavia while another crashed 
to the ground in the Prezzi area. 

British Forces Dispersed 
West of Tobruk, Nazis Say 

BERLIN (From German Broad- 
casts), Feb. 5 OP).—With the Axis 

pursuit of the British continuing 
beyond Dema, Libya, German 
bombers dispersed British columns 

west of Tobruk and bombed the 

enemy’s lines of retreat, the German 

high command said today. 
The Germans said reports thus 

far received told of 3,500 British 
prisoners brought in during the 
fighting in Cirenaica in January. 
These reports also said 370 armored 
cars and 192 guns were captured or 

destroyed. 
In operations off Salum, Egypt, 

German submarines attacked a Brit- 
ish convoy escorted by destroyers 
and scored torpedo hits on various 
units, it waa claimed, and the sink- 
ing of a British destroyer was re- 
ported as probable. 

WOl Engineer Sent SOS 
From San Gil in 1923 

Bob Dalton, transmitter at radio 
Station WOL. once sent out an SOS 
to bring aid to the San Gil, United 
Fruit freighter sunk off the Mary- 
land coast by an enemy submarine 
early yesterday. 

Mr.'Dalton, second wireless opera- 
tor on the ship, radioed for help 
when It went on a reef during a 
storm off Old Providence Island. In 
the Caribbean about 300 miles north 
of the Panama Canal, in May, 1923. 

A brother-in-law of Mr. Dalton, 
Jack McGarigle of Boston, was one 
of the survivors of the San Jose, 
United Fruit boat sunk in a colli- 
sion with a Grace Line ship off the 
east coast January 17. 

Mr. Dalton lives in Arlington, Va. 

The Rev. G. H. Crook Resigns 
POOLESVILLE. Md., Feb. 5 (Spe- 

cial).—The Rev. Guy H. Crook, for 
the last 12 years rector of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, Poolesville, and 
Christ Episcopal Church, Bames- 
ville, has resigned both charges and 
has moved with his family to Ta- 
koma Park. His successor at the 
two churches has not been selected. 
Mr. Crook came to Montgomery 
County from Ravens wood, W. Va. 
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Tuscania Survivors 
To Meet 24 Years 
After Torpedoing 

200 Will Pay Homage 
To 269 Who Perished 
Off Irish Coast 

By the Auodated s. 

WISCONSIN RAPIDS, Wis., Feb. 
5.—Some 200 survivors of the sink- 

ing of the Tuscania, torpedoed while 
carrying American soldiers during 
the first World War, will meet here 
Saturday and Sunday to pay homage 
to their 269 buddies who perished. 

The 1942 meeting of this unusual 
organization—the National Tuscania 
Survivors’ Association—will be all 
the more significant because warriors 
of a new A. E. F. are on the seas 

facing not only TJ-boat attacks but 
the danger of aerial bombing. 

Under British Convoy. 
The Tuscania was smashed by a 

torpedo within sight of the Irish 
coast 24 years ago today—on Febru- 
ary 5, 1918. A 14,000-ton British 
vessel under British convoy, she was 

the only transport lost in the move- 
ment of nearly 2,000,000 American 
troops to Europe. 

"It felt like running into a sand- 
bar, in addition to the roar of the 

explosion and the crash of steel and 
timbers,” Leo V. Zimmerman of Mil- 
waukee, association historian, de- 
scribed the Tuscania attack. 

"Hatchways were filled with sol- 
diers adjusting lifeboats ... no 

panic was apparent There in 
the dark we stood on the slanting 
deck, counting off as we awaited 
the launching of the lifeboats 
Two hissing serpentine streaks of 
fire shot up—skyrockets, signals of 
distress the stars blinked sadly 
and the lighthouse many miles away 
beckoned us on like a 6iren.” 

Sub Commander Was to Attend. 
The tragedy was not without its 

oddities, however. Two men were 
shooting dice when their raft was 

found at daybreak. Another sur- 
vivor claimed the shock of the ex- 

plosion cured his pneumonia. 
A decade later, the survivors 

learned that Capt. Wilhelm Meyer 
of Saarbrueken, commanded the 
submarine. He promised to attend 
the 1933 meeting. 

The German Embassy In Wash- 
ington later announced Capt. Meyer 
"had decided not to come.” re- 

portedly because the Embassy had 
been offended at a radio dramatiza- 
tion of Capt. Meyer’s acceptance in 
which he was represented as ex- 

pressing sorrow over the drowning 
of the American soldiers. 

Capper Joins Senators 
Seeking Annuity Repeal 

The movement to repeal the pro- 
vision of the new civil service re- 
tirement law making members of 
Congress eligible for annuities 
gained momentum today when Sen- 
ator Capper. Republican, of Kansas, 
introduced another bill for that pur- 
pose. 

Senator Capper told his colleagues 
extension of the retirement system 
to elected officials was “a great mis- 
take.” He served notice that if it 
is not repealed he will not exercise 
the option of applying for a pension 
under it. 

The new bill went to the Civil 
Service Committee, where a similar 
measure sponsored by Senators 
Byrd, Democrat, of Virginia; John- 
son, Democrat, of Colorado; Bailey, 
Democrat, of North Carolina, and 
Burton, Republican, of Ohio already 
awaits action. 

Senator Capper had placed in the 
Congressional Record a copy of a 

letter he sent to President Roosevelt 
immediately after passage of the 
bill, urging him to veto it. The 
President, however, signed the bill. 

Baby Broker Bill Passed 

By House Without Debate 
Without debate, the House today 

passed and sent to the Senate a bill 
designed to regulate placement of 
children under 16 in foster homes in 
the District. 

The legislation was called up by 
Acting Chairman Schulte of the Dis- 
trict Committee, and approval fol- 
lowed a brief explanation of Its pur- 
pose. 

By provisions of the bill child 
placement agencies would be 
licensed by the Commissioners and 
placed under the strict control of 
the Board of Public Welfare. 

The Commissioners are directed 
to appoint a committee of eight to 
formulate and adopt rules and regu- 
lations, subject to the Commission- 
ers' approval, providing standards 
of placement, care and services to 
be required of child placing agencies. 

The committee would be composed 
of a membeaof the Welfare Board 
who would serve as chairman, a 
member of the staff of the District 
Health Department, a member of 
the staff of the Welfare Board, and 
one representative from each of five 
charitable organizations "having an 
organized program for placing chil- 
dren in family homes.” 
— 

Gen. Franco Reveals Debt 
To Italy Is $250,000,000 
By the Associated Press. 

MADRID, Feb. 5 —To "regularize” 
Spain’s- debt to Italy for war mate- 
rial furnished during the civil war. 
Generalissimo Franco today ordered 
transferred to Rome 5,000,000,000 lire 
(nominally about $250,000,000) in 
Spanish treasury bonds. 

The order, which appeared in the 
official bulletin this morning, was 
dated "Iaw of May 30. 1941,” and 
was based on an accord signed in 
Madrid May 8, 1940. 

The only provisions of that accord 
which had been made public were 
those establishing trade quotas be- 
tween Italy and Spain. 

QotuUpaied? 
TIT TIIS FMMIU 

Caacara Sagrada, Frangula, Sal 
Amarum, Aniaa, Caraway, Fen- 
nel, Ginger, Licorice, Methyl 
Salicylate, Carbonate of Mag- 
nesia, Oil of Cinnamon, Glycerine 
and Sassafras. 

It’s all ready for you under the 
name of “ADLERIJCA.” 

If occasionally bothered with 
constipation, aggravating gas, 
headaches or bad braath, try this 
formula for ite DOUBLE ACTION t 
» carminatives for relief of gas 
pains and S iaxativea for QUICK 
PQ^ljaction. Just taka this ad 

JAPANESE HELD ON EAST BANK OF SALWEEN—Withering 
fire from British artillery and Indian riflemen today held Japa- 
nese on the east bank of the Salween River, preventing their 
attempt to cut olj the port of Martaban (1—broken arrow). The 
invaders advanced north along the river toward Paan. Japa- 
nese bombers hit at Rangoon and Pegu Airdrome (2). The 
Berlin radio said Bilugywun Island, opposite Moulmein, had 
fallen to the Japanese. —A. P. Wirephoto. 

Burma 
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and Indian garrison, but British 
headquarter* said this effort had 
failed. 

Japanese skirmishers were re- 

ported strung out all along the Low- 
er Salween front, but there were 
indications they lacked strength, at 
least for the present, to handle a 

full-dress assault across the river. 
Their feeler attempts have been 
thrown back. 

Indians Engage Japs. 
Thousands of lithe, tall Indian 

riflemen newly from their homeland 
are engaging the Invaders along the 
line from Martaban to Paan. 

British and American volunteer 
group flyers skimming the treetops 
in straflng and bombing raids, were 
declared unofficially to be prevent- 
ing the Japanese from maintaining 
toeholds on islands at the Salween 
mouth. 

The Japanese air force meanwhile 
bombed Rangoon twice just before 
dawn today. Explosions were heard 
in the eastern and northern section 
of the city. 

(The Japanese claimed they 
smashed military establishments 
in Rangoon and destroyed facil- 
ities at the Pegu Airdrome, 50 
miles northeast of Rangoon.) 

Jap Methods Described. 

Japanese methods in the land 
thrust from Thailand into Southeast 
Burma were described at the front 
by a British-officer of the Burma 

Riflles, who fought at Moulmein. 
Rubbing his unshaven chin and 

contemplating his blistered toes 

through his open sandals, he said: 
"We held the enemy attack for 36 

hours. By day, groups of two and 
three Japanese tried to annoy us 

and draw our Are by shooting from 
tree tops and setting off firecrackers 
at various points. 

“Their rifle marksmanship was 

bad, but their small, manhandled 
artillery was good. 

"They had captured some of our 

Burmese lorry drivers and stripped 
them of uniforms. It is a fact that 
a number of Japanese wore British 
khaki when they attacked us. 

Others, apparently Siamese, wore 
white tunics and blue trousers. 

Forced to Reorganize. 
"After the drawn-out war of 

nerves, the enemy finally staged 
mass frontal assaults and dented 
one side of our line, which forced 
us to reorganize. 

"We inflicted heavy casualties, but 
we needed reinforcements. We drove 
them back twice with bayonets. 

“We fought house to house In 
Moulmein. We burned our stores 
and set fire to Jetties." 

Some British and Indian troopers 
and officers who were left at Moul- 
mein at the time of withdrawal still 
are managing to cross the Salween 
and rejoin their units. 

Isle Opposite Moulmein 

Reported Taken by Japs 
(This dispatch was sent from an 

enemy country, whose motive in re- 
leasing news is likely to be propaganda. 
Axis claims should be credited only 
when confirmed by American or Allied 
sources.) 

BERLIN (from German broad- 
casts), Feb. 5 </P).—The Berlin radio, 
quoting Japanese reports, said to- 

day the Japanese had occupied the 

Island of Bilugywun, opposite Moul- 
mein, Burma, thus menacing ship- 
ping along the Salween River and 

ships sailing toward Rangoon. 
Dispatches broadcast by the radio 

also said the railway north from 

Rangoon which feeds China's vital 
Burma road had “been cut effec- 
tively” by a series of Japanese air 
raids yesterday. 

These attacks, it was asserted, de- 

stroyed the railway station at 
Toungoo. 130 miles north of Rangoon, 
and severed the railway south of 
Mandalay at several points. Five 
British planes were destroyed on 

the ground at Toungoo, where the 
British were caught by surprise, the 
broadcast said. It claimed the Jap- 
anese suffered no losses. The Ger- 
man radio also reported that the 
Rangoon radio had ceased trans- 
mission. It added that the latest 
Bangkok reports said the radio sta- 
tion was destroyed by a Japanese 
air raid last night. 

P.-T. A. Hits Federal Use 
Of New Kramer School 

The Executive Committee of the 
District Congress of Parents and 
Teachers today is on record as de- 
ploring recently disclosed plans of 
the Federal Government to hasten 
completion of the Kramer Junior 
High School in Anacostia and use it 
for offices. 

In a unanimous resolution the 
committee denounces the proposal 
as "an unnecessary gesture" and 
"poor planning on the part of those 
responsible for the success of the 
defense effort.” 

Mrs. P. C. Ellett, president of the 
congress, pointed out that the school 
population in Anacostia has com- 
pletely outgrown the capacity of the 
Anacostia Junior Senior High 
School, forcing the scheduling of 
classes in shifts. 

The P.-T. A. leaders feel that other 
accommodations could be found 
which would not deprive the area 

of the badly needed facilities. Point- 
ing out that the building of the 
Kramer School was the result of a 

long campaign by citizens' group* 
of the area, Mrs. Ellett declared: 

"The committee believes that some 

consideration should be given to the 
rights and feelings of these citizens.” 

Editor, Capital Reporter 
Join Censorship Office 
By the Associated Press. 

The Office of Censorship an- 
nounced today that William P. 
Steven, managing editor of the Tulsa 
Okla.) Tribune, and William H. 

Mylander. Washington correspond- 
ent for the Toledo <Ohio' Blade and 
the Pittsburgh P06t-Gazette. had 
accepted invitations to join its press 
section. 

Mr. Steven will serve on the gen- 
eral staff and Mr. Mylander will be 
available especially to co-operate 
with Washington correspondents 
and press associations. Both will be- 
gin their duties soon. 

O'Conor Appoints 34 
To Guard Arms Plant 
By the Associated Press. 

ANNAPOLIS, Md.. Feb. 5—Thir- 
ty-four special policemen were ap- 
pointed yesterday by Gov. O'Conar 
to protect the Triumph Explosive 
Works at Elkton. 

The Governor also urged private 
concerns handling defense con- 
tracts to protect their plants against 
possible sabotage by asking him to 
commission their employes as spe- 
cial policemen. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

Men, Women! Old at 
40,50,60! Get Pep 
Feel Yaara Younger, Full of Vim 
Don't blamn exhausted, worn-out. rwn-down feding 
ou your age. Thousand# amaard at what a tittle 
pepping up with Ostrex will do. Contains moral 
ionics often netded afttr 40—by bodies lacking 
Iron, oalrhim phosphate. Vitamin Bi. A 73-year- 
old doctor writes: T took It myself. Results 
weee fine.'' Special Introductory slse Ostrex Tonic 
Tablets costs only 35c. Stop feeling pepiess, old. 
Start feeling peppier and younger, this very day. 
Far sale at all good drug storm. 
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