
Labor Rows 
Peril Lives 
Of Soldiers 

Union Chiefs Seen 
Unable to Keep 
Members in Line 
By DAVID LAWRENCE. 

Anxiety over the Defense program 
may well be manifested if some 
method is not soon found to obtain 
discipline in the ranks of union 
workers. This 
week interrup- 
tions to produc- 
tion have oc- 

curred which 
show there is no 

discipline, not 
even the au- 

thority of the, 
national labor; 
unions them-.' 
selves, to pre- 
vent thousands i 
of men from 
suddenly leaving 
their jobs on the David Lawrence. 

slightest provocation. 
This weakness in the agreement 

made by President Roosevelt and 
the C. I. O. and A. F. of L. national 
leaders was pointed out in December 
when the historic conference was 

held at which management and 
labor agreed to refrain from work 
stoppages. This agreement was 

characterized by this writer as a 

paper agreement, and it was pointed 
out that, while employers are bound 
to accept findings of governmental 
labor boards, there is no law or 

penalty of law applying to unions 
which interrupt the production pro- 
gram. 

The men who forced a strike in 
the Ford plant a few days ago will 
not be punished. The Ford com- 

pany has granted a closed shop 
and has agreed to dismiss any work- 
er whom the union wants dismissed. 

Yet, because Ford officials, acting 
under terms of the contract, refused 
to dismiss one troublesome worker 
until the union made such a request, 
the plant!* activities were inter- 
rupted by a walkout involving many 
thousands of men. 

Within the last 48 hours 10,000 
Workers at a Baltimore shipyard 
stopped work. The labor leaders 
said it wasn’t a “strike.” But it 
was, of course, an interruption. 
Some one has to order those men 
out. There must be some concerted 
action before a large group of men 

leave their benches and drop their 
tools. 

No Right of Rebellion. 
The right to strike was never in- 

tended to cover the right of rebel- 
lion against the Government in 
wartime. With most factories en- 

gaged in defense work, every inter- 

ruption delays or retards the making 
of the weapons or supplies needed 
for the Army. Navy or Air Force. 
If an employer were to lock out 
his plant, it would be seized under 
the commandeering statutes. Labor 
unions, however, are immune from 
the hand of the law. They can in- 
directly sabotage the program if 
they like, and nothing will happen 
to them under the present political 
regime in Washington, which de- 
pends for its continuance in power 
on retaining the good favor of the 
labor votes that are controlled by 
the union bosses. 

Management has been put in a 

straitjacket by the administration. 
Although this is hardly the time to 

eliminate wage differentials between 
the North and South, the War Labor 
Board has voted to begin to do so 

with respect to aluminum workers, 
which means it soon will be a basis 
for friction in other industries. This 
is one way to bring about increased 
costs and stimulate the inflationary 
trend. 

Yet if the employer resisted those 
demands and refused to accept them, 
he would have his plant seized at 

once and either the Army or Navy 
would be placed in charge to oper- 
ate that plant. The labor unions 
are under no such compulsion. 

Slowdowns Introduced. 

It is true that since Pearl Harbor 
the number of strikes in defense 
plants has diminished almost to the 
vanishing point, but this week the 
friction has begun again. Employ- 
ers are complaining about the use 

of the "slowdown,” a technique 
analogous to the "sitdown" strike, 
which was introduced into America 
by the C. I. O. after it was applied 
by the Popular Front radicals in 
France, who helped involuntarily to 
bring about the collapse o^ that 
country. 

Under the slowdown the employer 
knows economic power is being used 
against him. When the grievances 
are settled, the rate of output usu- 

ally increases. Every employer of a 

large amount of labor who has had 
any experience with the slowdown 
knows when it occur* and keeps 
records of how the output jumps 
when the controversy is settled. But 
slowdowns today are an aid and 
comfort to the enemies of the United 
States. Slowdowns today mean de- 
lay in forging weapons needed by the 
soldiers who will go into battle soon 

—millions of American boys whose 
lives must be risked because of lack 
of preparation of the proper 
weapons. 

Congress is asleep or else intimi- 
dated on the labor question. It 
hasn’t done its duty. The Senate 
is really responsible for what has 
happened. The Smith bill passed 
the House, but the administration 
leaders in the Upper House, doubt- 
less directed by President Roose- 
velt, have done nothing about it. 
It will probably be after more dis- 
asters have overtaken American 
forces, and the citizenry- begins to 
ask questions about the inefficiency 
of the Executive, that something 
may be expected to happen on the 
lack of discipline among labor 
unions. 
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Iceland Envoy to Talk 
Thor Thors, Iceland’s Minister 

here, will address members of the 
Postal Service Square Club, No. 287, 
at the American Legion Clubhouse, 
1437 Fifteenth street N.W. at 9 pm. 

The Political Mill 
Pensions for Members of Congress 
Believed Likely to Weather Storm 

By GOULD LINCOLN. 

War or no war, members of 
Congress are keeping their ears 
to the ground for the murmur 

lngs of the voter. The members 
of the House, one and all, must 
stand for renontnatlon and 
re-election—and so must one- 
third of the Senate membership. 
Having voted themselves a pen- ■ 

sion system, without much fuss 
in either chamber, they are sud- 
denly up6et over the reaction in 
the country. Those who favor 
pensions for members of Con- 
gress openly insist that the up- 
roar which followed publicity of 
their action is due to misunder- 
standing and is particularly due 
to the antics of the press. Others, 
however, have been impressed 
by the criticism and are advo- 

cating repeal of the law so far as 
it relates to “elective” officers of 
the Government. There are 
others who were opposed to the 
enactment of pension legislation 
for Congress both before and 
during the passage of the legis- 
lation. 

A number of repealer bills 
have been Introduced In the 
House and In the Senate. So 
far. however, none has made any 
visible progress. All are before 
House and Senate committees 
on civil service. Senators Byrd, 
Democrat, of Virginia; Capper, 
Republican, of Kansas; Burton, 
Republican, of Ohio, and Bailey, 
Democrat, of North Carolina 
have sponsored repeal bills. 

Ramspeck Favors Pensions. 
Chairman Bulow of the Senate 

Civil Service Committee has re- 
ferred the repeal bills to the 
Civil Service Commission for 
report. He does not appear to 
be perturbed over the adverse 
publicity. At any rate he is 
not seeking to hurry the matter. 
In the House. Chairman Rams- 
peck of the Civil Service Com- 
mittee is frankly in favor of the 
Pension Act which was reported 
favorably by the committee. 
Representative Rees, Republican, 
of Kansas and Representative 
Cox, Democrat, of Georgia, on 

the other hand, strongly opposed 
this legislation. 

Barring action by one or the 
other of the committees or both 
to bring repeal bills before the 
House or Senate, there are sev- 

eral w'avs in w-hich proponents 
can proceed. In the Senate, a 

motion could be offered to dis- 
charge the committee from fur- 
ther consideration of the repeal 
legislation and so bring it up 
for action. Or repeal legislation 
could be offered as an amend- 
ment to some other bill up for 
consideration. 

In the House, repeal pro- 
ponents could initiate a petition 
to bring a bill before the House. 
They have to wait, however, until 
30 days after the introduction 
and reference to committee of 
the repeal bills before they can 

start the signing of the petition. 
The petition must be signed by 
at least 218 members, a majority 
of the membership. 

No Record Vote in House. 
In the Senate, the supporters 

of repeal are confident that they 
have the votes necessary to 
pass their bill. The pension bill 
was voted, 42 to 24, by that body 
January 19, with many Senators 
not present. Furthermore, some 

Senators who voted for passage 
are now urging repeal. 

The House never had a record 
vote on the proposal. After the 
bill was reported favorably, it 
was placed on the “consent” 
calendar—unusual for a measure 
of such importance. When it 
was called on that calendar, it 
went through without any men- 
tion of the fact that it contained 
pensions for members of Con- 
gress. Few members were on 
the House floor. 

The bill then went to the 
Senate. In due time it was 

favorably reported and placed on 

the calendar. In that chamber 
however, Senator Byrd, watch 
dog of the Treasury, rose and 
denounced the proposal to pen- 
sion members of Congress. He 
offered an amendment to com- 

pel members to make back pay- 
ments which was defeated. 
Then the bill was passed, with 
some amendments, and went 
back to the House. The House 
had an opportunity then to vote 
down a proposal to concur in 
the Senate amendments—though 
it seemed that little could have 
been accomplished by sending 
the measure to conference ex- 

cept to tie up the legislation 
Indefinitely. Both chambers had 
agreed to pensions for Congress. 

Anyway, the motion to concur 
carried, and the bill was sent to 
the President. He signed it, 
despite the fact that several 

* members wrote asking him to 
veto the bill. That, in outline, 
is the history of the progress of 
the measure. 

O. O. P. Members Worried. 
Despite the fact that the meas- 

ure was voted by a Democratic 
Congress and signed by a Demo- 
cratic President, Republican 
members of Congress are wor- 
ried by the reaction of the coun- 
try. What they fear is that It 
will give possible Republican 
opponents in the primaries a 

weapon to use against them, or 
in the general elections, a weapon 
that might be used by Demo- 
cratic opponents. Of course, 
Democratic members are wor- 
ried, too. 

In these days of "social secur- 

ity” and pensions of one kind or 
another for a great mass of civil 
employes of the Government, not 
to mention retirement pay for 
Judges and for the Army and 
Navy, it is not entirely unreason- 
able that members of Congress 
should aspire to pensions or re- 
tirement pay. The trouble arises 
principally from the fact that 
Congress was engaged in taking 
care of itself at a time when taxes 
are high and going higher, and 
the demand is for more and more 
billions of dollars to fight the war. 
It has been explained that the 
congressional pensions, including 
a pension which might go to the 
President under the terms of the 
bill, would cost from $80,000 to 
$100,000. It Is argued that such 
expenditures should not shock 
the country in these times of bil- 
lion-dollar appropriations. 

Spending Irks Public. 
One of the arguments advanced 

in support of congressional pen- 
sions Is that members of Congress, 
assured of retirement pay, would 
feel more free to vote their con- 
victions, rather than be dom- 
inated by "pressure groups," The 
contention is that If they are then 
defeated for re-election because 
of their independence of action, 
they could look forward to having 
something to keep the wolf away 
from the door. It might be ar- 

gued with Just as much force that 
if the pay of members of Con- 
gress was reduced to *2.000 or 
*3.000 a year—instead of the pres- 
ent *10,000—they would be even 

more independent, for then they 
would not feel they were losing a 
livelihood if they were defeated. 

The reaction of the country to 
pensions for Congress at this time 
is symptomatic of the unrest over 
governmental expenditures. More 
and more there is a growing de- 
mand among the people that 
greater care be exercised in 
spending the people’s money. 

And yet the chances are that 
the pensions for Congress will re- 
main on the statute books—par- 
ticularly if the present flurry in 
the country subsides. Too many 
members want the pension system 
and believe they are entitled to it. 

Prohibition Service 
Planned Tomorrow 

A Lincoln memorial service in the 
interest of prohibition will be held 
at 3 p.m. tomorrow at the New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church. Ad- 
dresses will be made by Senator 
Johnson of Colorado and Repre- 
sentative Rees of Kansas. 

Other members of Congress will 
occupy the pew which was occupied 
by President Lincoln. The Rev. Dr. 
Peter Marshall is pastor of the 
church. The Rev. Thomas C. 
Boorde will preside. 

The meeting is being conducted 
by the Citizens’ Committee of the 
United Dry Forces of the District, 
which is conducting a five-month 
drive for legislation to introduce 
scientific tests for drivers suspected 
of intoxication. 

Filipino Group Plans 
Mass for Philippines 

A special mass at which prayer 
will be offered for the peace and 
protection of the Philippines, the 
United States and the entire world 
will be held by the Filipino Catholic 
Association of Washington in the 
chapel of Gonzaga High School, 19 I 
street N.W., at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

The celebrant of the mass will be 
the Rev. Coleman A. Daily, S. J., 
chaplain of the association, assisted 
by the Rev. Pablo Bartolome, S. J., 
and the Rev. Raphael Ocampo. S. J. 
The sermon will be delivered by the 
Rev. W. Coleman Nevils, S. J., for- 
mer president of Georgetown Uni- 
versity. 

Federal Attorney Named 
President Roosevelt sent to the 

Senate yesterday the nomination of 
Joe V. Gibson to be United States 
attorney for the northern district 
of West Virginia. 

Man Given 720 Days 
For Theft of Tires 

In the first case Involving theft of 
tires from a vehicle since tire ra- 

tioning started, Hilton Rhuebottom, 
29, colored, yesterday was sentenced 
to 720 days in Jail by Judge Walter 
J. Casey of Police Court. 

Rhuebottom, the court was told, 
stole a spare tire and two wheels 
and tires from his employer’s truck. 

The sentence Included 360 days 
for stealing the spare tire and an- 
other 360 days for stealing the two 
wheels, tires and inner tubes. The 
wheels and tires taken from the 
truck were replaced with Inferior 
ones by Rhuebottom, the court was 
told. The case was prosecuted by As- 
sistant District Attorney Evan T. 
Davis. 

F. W. A. Lets Contracts 
For 1,443 More Houses 
Hr the Associated Press. 

The Federal Works Agency yes- 
terday awarded contracts for 1,443 
additional pre-fabricated dwellings 
to be set up in defense areas. 

A contract for 250 units went to 
the Arlington Fabricating Co., Ar- 
lington, Va. Those will be located 
at Quantico, Va. 

The F. W. A. did not give the 
amount of money involved, as simi- 
lar contracts now are in the process 
of negotiation with cither companies. 

Lost ond Found 
Lost Ads ond Death Notices 

•f 

may be placed in The Star 

up to 12 noon—Lost ond 
Found Ads are on page 3 

every day. 

CTHE opinions of the writers on this page are their own, not 
necessarily The Star’s. Such opinions are presented in The 

Star’s effort to give all sides of questions of interest to its 
readers, although such opinions may be contradictory among 
themselves and directly opposed to The Star’s. 

'Too Late' Again in Channel 
British Naval Line Spread Too*Thin to Meet 
Audacity of Nazi Ships' Dash^for Base 

By COL. FREDERICK PALMER. 

Too little and too late. Too thin 
over too long a line. The enemy 
choosing where to strike with a 

superior concentration of force. 
This explains the disadvantage of 

the position of 
the United Na- 
tions, of which 
the latest and 
most vivid 
example was In 
the English 
Channel and the 
Strait of Dover. 
Here again it 
was a case of 
too little and too 
late right at the 
center of British 
armed power, 
from which all CoL Frederick Palmer. 
that can be spared from home 
defense is scattered over the far- 
flung bases of the empire. 

For many months British bomb- 
ers had been attacking the battle- 
ships Gneisenau and Scharnhorst 
and the cruiser Prinz Eugen in the 
harbor of Brest. But in this in- 
stance the plane did not have the 
battleship at its mercy. The battle- 
ships’ anti-aircraft defense was so 

effective the bombing did not so 

cripple them but they could put to 
sea, evidently at full speed. 

A decision was made few their 
dash to reach Kiel, the great home 
German naval base. There they 
would join the giant new battleship 
von Tlrpltz, sister of the lost Bis- 
marck, the two surviving German 
pocket battleships, the two aircraft 
carriers, other cruisers, destroyers 
and converted merchant ships. In- 
cluding the famous liner Bremen. 
All German surface warships would 
be together as a unit. 

British Line Spread Too Thin. 
A sneak around the north of 

! Scotland, which was well guarded, 
and then along the "covered way" 
of the Norwegian coast was dis- 
missed in the preliminary survey 
in favor of a shorter distance. 
Audacity and surprise called for a 
run throegh the converging English 
Channel leading into the Dover 

| Strait, which is only 20 miles wide 
; between Dover and Calais. 

I So thin was the British naval 
j line, so spread on its errands, that 
no battleship blockade of Brest 
could be maintained. The Germans’ 
air scouting and intelligence doubt- 
less learned the location of British 
naval units in neighboring waters. 

They knew the range and accuracy 
of the big British land defense guns 
on the Dover cliffs, which can bom- 
bard the French coast in the nar- 
rowest part of the strait. And next 
to torpedo planes which make hits 
below the water line, these are sup- 
posed to be the battleship's deadliest 
foe. But the Germans, too, had 
coast defense guns mounted at 
Calais to counter their fire, 

j Nothing is more certain than that 
one mind in unified command was 
over all preparations and execution, 
and presumably that of Grand Ad- 
miral Erich Raeder, since the task 
was primarily naval. It was for him 
to give the directives for sea. air 
and land forces in timing and co- 

ordination, leaving each chief to 
meet any emergency in his branch 
in understanding teamwork. 

Infinite Pains Taken. 
The battleships and cruiser had 

between 600 and 700 miles to, steam 
before they had refuge under the 
guns of the powerful German fort- 
ress of Helgoland. This would re- 

quire at best 24 hours. The exit 
from the harbor and the finish could 
be made under the cover of dark- 
ness. 

Infinite pains must have been 
taken in every detail. Diversion 
tactics would aim to conceal at the 
outset the route to the goal. In 
place of a smoke screen in the 
critical guantlet of the strait, British 
fighter planes should be occupied by 
a bombing attack on Southeastern 
England. 

Preparations complete—ready! But 
what of the weather forecast when 
weather is so frequently an impor- 
tant factor in strategic plans? Thus 
the Japs chose the dry season for 
their sweep into the southern seas 
at a time when no typhoons would 
wreck or monsoons delay their con- 
voys. 

The Gneisenau, Scharnhorst and 
Prinz Eugen were not exposed, un- 

supported, in a bright tropic light 
as were the Prince of Wales and 
the Repulse, which the Japs sunk 
in the Gulf of Siam. They had the 
support of land-based planes, shore 
guns, destroyers, submarines, speed- 
boats and the fire of their own gun6 
in the outstanding running land- 
sea-air battle of the war. 

U. S. Exploit Commended. 
Striking with superior force where 

they had a favorable opening, they 
broke through the strait under over- 

cast skies in dirty English Channel 
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winter < weather, past British air- 
dromes, British naval defense and 
shore guns and all the British home 
defense army. 

British naval units could not 
mobilize in time to aid British planes 
in checking the German battle 
squadron's course across the North 
Sea until battleships and cruisers 

were^safe under the guns of Hel- 
goland. 

But happily the Germans have 
no monopoly on such efficient sur- 
prise tactics in hitting at the right 
time in the right place. Our Navy 
rewarded our patience by finding 
a vulnerable spot in the thinning 
Jap line and then thoroughly pre- 
paring to strike it with sufficient 
force. The more we read about the 
results of the raid on the Marshall 
and Gilbert Islands the more this 
signal success grows upon us. 

After this rebuff in home waters, 
will Britain become more worried 
about the danger of Invasion? After 
our Navy's exploit, 2.000 miles be- 
yond Hawaii, shall we be In a mood 
to hug our home shelters to show 
the enemy a soft spot in our own 
morale to Invite a suicidal token 
bombing? 

Meanwhile, our naval and air 
patrols from Iceland through the 
Strait of Magellan guard more than 
20,000 miles of hemispheric coast, 

i Stretching across the global dis- 
tance the United Nations have to 
cover a total of more than 100,000 
miles of coasts with the inclusion 
of Europe, Asia and Africa. Mani- 
festly the best protection for us all 
is such punishing offensive blows 
as that on the Marshall and Gilbert 
Islands. 
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Zion Lutheran 
“The Biography of Everv Man" 

will be the subject of the Rev. Ed- 
ward G. Goetz. The Senior Luther 

; League will meet at 6 p.m. 
i The lenten season will open Ash 
Wednesday with the service of holy- 
communion at 8 p.m. The pastor 
will begin a series of sermons on the 
book of Hosea at this service under 
the theme "The Love of God.” The 
first subject will be "The Love 
Story.” 

At the Sunday services during 
Lent a series of sermons will be de- 
livered on “The Life in Christ," The 
first sermon will be "Tempted." A 
brief children's sermon will be in- 
cluded at each Sunday service. 

——-■-- 

St Stephen's Lutheran 
i “When We Let God Down" is the 

theme of the Rev George K. 
Bowers at 11 a m. The young peo- 
ples's choir will sing The Luther 
League meets at 7 p.m. The junior 
leaguers also meet. 

On Ash Wednesday at 8 p m. holy- 
communion will be observed, the 
pastor preaching the first in his 
series of lenten addresses on "The 
Kneeling Christ Putting a Pros- 
trate World on Its Feet Again.” 

Defense bonds—or the Axis’ bonds? 
It’s up to you. 

This Changing World 
Escape of Three Nazi Warships Indicates 
Hitler Plans New North Atlantic Raids 

By CONSTANTINE BROWN. 
The escape of the three Ger- 

man super-raiders — the battle 
ships Gnelsenau and Scham- 
horst and the cruiser Prlnz Eugen 
—fromvthe naval base at Brest, 
France, may mean that we will 
have to Increase considerably our 

naval effort In the North At- 
lantic. 

Russia *is persistent In her ap- 
peal that we rush as many planes 
and tanks, together with am- 

munition, to Archangel as quickly 
as we can. The Russians are 

asking only what we promised 
them. They Accept our explana- 
tions that, in view of the out- 
break of war with Japan, we had 
to slow down shipments to them. 

The Soviet has been making 
up the deficiency in shipments 
from the United States and 
Britain with some of the re- 

• serves they still possessed. Now 
these have been depleted and 
Moscow is asking us to fulfill our 

pledge 100 per cent. 
The Nazi warships’ exploit in- 

dicates that the Nazi general 
staff Intends to increase its ac- 

tivities In the North Atlantic. 

Plan Hit-and-Run Show. 

As far as is known in Wash- 
ington. there are few warships 
in the Reich's home waters—with 
the exception of the 40,000-ton 
battleship Tirpitz, a sister ship 
of the destroyed Bismarck— 

which are available for such a 
job. The three heavy shifts which 
have lain idle at Brest had to 

attempt their getaway through 
the shortest route from Brest— 
the Dover Strait. 

Naval observers in Washington 
believe that as soon as they have 
been refitted and the damage In- 
flicted in their escape repaired 
they will begin an intensive cam- 

paign in the North Atlantic. 
Their principal aim. It is believed, 
will be to destroy all shipping 
going to the U. S. S. R. But 
there may be more than that. 
The German admiralty may feel 
that the Reich now is in position 
to assume the offensive—a hit 
and run show—in the Atlantic. 

The situation appears as fol- 
lows: The British, Intent on 

maintaining their position in the 

Mediterranean,* have kept the 
bulk of their heavy forces In 
thosp waters. Only a few battle- 
ships and heavy cruisers are kept 
in the Atlantic, where the task 
of convoying transports has been 
left mainly to the United States 
Navy under the command of 
Vice- Admiral Royal Ingersnll. 

Nazis May Have Superiority. 
The forces at the disposal of 

the American commander are 

composed mostly of light ships, 
assisted by a few battleships of 
the pre-World War I vintage. 
The whereabouts of the newest 
American battleships, the Wash- 

ton and North Carolina, is un- 

certain. although It Is assumed 

In some quarters that they are 

In the Atlantic, ready for Just 
such an emergency. 

The Germans have three* bat- 
tleships at their disposal, the 

Tirpltz, the Schamhorst and the 
Gneisenau, and at least five fast 
modern cruisers. Whether the 
two other battleships which were 

still under construction in 1939, 
the Frederick the Great and the 

Hindertburg, have been commis- 
sioned yet is a secret which 
neither the British nor American 
intelligence service has pene- 
trated. But if these two ships 
are already in commission, we and 
the British will be faced with 
a force superior In number as 

far as capital ships are con- 

cerned. 
It Is equally a secret whether 

the Graf Zeppelin and the 
Deutschland, 19,250-ton aircraft 
carriers able to accommodate 
some 40 planes each, have been 

completed and commissioned. 
In any event, much concern 

was expressed in Washington 
yesterday over the possibility of ■' 

the German high seas fleet 

making a sortie with the object 
of performing some grand style* 
raiding with ships which need; 
fear only the most modern Brit- 
ish and American battle wagons. 

It Is confirmed now that since 
December the Nazi battleship 

Tirpitz has made several attempts 
to get out of the Baltic, but had 
to give up the effort because she 
was spotted by the British and 
noticed a vastly superior force 
ready to meet her on tbe high 
seas. 

The fact that the Tirrritz came 
out with only a destroy escort 
would seem to indicate* that the 
Frederich the Greatf and the 
Hindenburg were not j yet avail- 
able for service. But in some 

naval quarters it is supposed that 
she may have made cunly a recon- 

naissance sortie to check up on 

the vigilance of thef British and 
that the main effort) will be made 
within the next few weeks, when 
the whole “Hocha:eeflotte”—the 
Nazi battle force—will attempt 
to break through the British 
blockade. j 

Naval observers! also believe an 

attempt may be made by the 
Reich to start large-scale naval 
warfare in ordisr to prevent the 
United States from sending im- 
portant naval Trelnforcements to 
the Pacific, wliere they are des- 
perately needisd. 

Moreover. Ntazi Grand Admiral 
Erich Raederj may believe that 
■within the ntext few weeks the 
British will lj>e so occupied in the 
Mediterranean, meeting German 

onslaughts against their positions 
from Malta to Alexandria, that 
the main German fleet has a good 
chance of (jetting away and start- 

ing serious raiding on United 

States-Bri| ish-Russian ship lanes. 

I 

If Crisis Coojes? 
t 

i 

THE eyes of the war experts are looking beyond {the immediate 
actions in the war. The question arises as to! whether Jap- 
anese success at Singapore will be followed by a drive West- 

ward across Burma to India, there to meet up wi$i another drive 
across the Middle East by Germany. Blair Bolle^, writing in the 
Editorial Feature Section of The Sunday Star discusses the sit- 

uation, the perils that face the United Nations’ cause and the 

strategic importance of India. 

Already Quislings are coming forward in the Philippines. James 
G. Wingo, in another article, describes the personalities of some 

of the leaders who are forming or are ready to form a puppet 
government under the Japanese invaders, j 

I 

Constantine Brown ruefully points out the fact that raw ma- 

terials and supplies from this country sent to Japan and to the 

French, particularly in Africa, in former fdays are now coming 
back with lethal effect against The United! States. Felix Morley 
also writes on the wnr and John C. Henryjhas prepared a review 
of the wreek. 

Tomorrow, February 15, in 

» 
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McLemore— 
Chinese/Scholar Says 
Japs Aren't Civilized 
By HENRY McLEMORE. 

SAN FRANCISCO. — De«P In 

Chinatown, In a room whose walls 

were covened with paintings and 

screens as old as this country, I 

talked with a 

venerable 
scholar. 

With the pa- 
tience and un- 

derstanding of 
his race, he talk- 
ed of the war 

and how he felt 
that the Ameri- 
can and British 
Govern ments 
were making a 

grave mistake In 
considering the 
Pacific theater tacnrr KcLnnn. 

oD war the lesser one. 

Speaking not as a Chinese but, as 
he explained, as a citizen of the 
world, he talked of the serious con- 

fcequences certain to follow a tem- 
•porary Japanese victory In the 
Pacific. 

"The ultimate victory will be 
ours, to be sure," he said, “but what 
a painful and prolonged victory it 
will be if the Japanese are allowed 
to fulfill their ambitions. As we 

build, so will the Japanese build. 
With Singapore gqne the Dutch East 
Indies will be seriously menaced. So 
will Burma. All of the tremendous 
wealth and natural resources of 
those lands will be utilized against 
us. Money, tin, rubber, petroleum. 
And. we of China, who have been 
fighting the Japanese for five full 
years, know the difficulties of re- 

capturing lands. It is so much 
easier to hold a city or a country 
than to retake it from an Intrenched 
foe.” 

* * * * 

He spoke of the road. The Burma 
road—that tortuous, winding, life- 
line of China. He placed little faith 
In the optimistic British statements 
that even if Rangoon is lost, and the 
Burma road closed, other highways 
will be available. 

“What other highways?” he asked. 
"The old silk route that leads from 
Northwestern China to Russia? It 
is 3,000 miles long against 700 or so 

miles of the Burma road and is in 
even worse condition. Could they 
mean the Assam-Sikang route? The 
only difficulty there is that its con- 

struction has scarcely begun, and 
engineers say it will be near the 
close of 1942 before it wiU be ready 
and only then if a continuous flow 
of materials from Britain and the 

i United States comes through.” 
The United States and Britain 

must realize, and quickly, that the 
Chinese-Japanese war is no longer 
“an incident.” Too long the people 
of those countries have looked on 
this war as something so remote, so 
far away, that no matter if China 
were defeated, it would not affect 
them. Thev must realize that China 
is fighting for the world. 

* * * * 

“If China is defeated. 450.000.000 
people will fall into the hands of 
the Japanese, and all of the vast 
natural resources of my land as well. 
Thousands of these people will be 
forced to contribute to the Japanese 
cause, both as workers and fighters. 
Already, through bribery or the 
point of the bayonet. Chinese are 

fighting Chinese And there is the 
great loss of prestige that the Britons 
and Americans will suffer if they are 

defeated in the Pacific. Thousands 
of Chinese will lose faith in the 
democracies and feel less like fight-, 
ing the Japanese.” 

The old Chinese brought out an- 
other point: 

With the loss of Singapore. 
Malaya, the Dutch East Indies, Thai- 
land. Burma and the Philippines. 
Gen. Chiang Kai-shek will be robbed 
of his greatest financial support. 
Each year since the Japanese at- 

tacked China in 1937, China's col- 
onists have poured more than $500.- 
000.000 into the generalissimo's treas- 
ury. Of that amount, only a small 
fraction came from 80,000 or so Chi- 
nese in the United States. The 
Chinese in this country are not rich. 
It is in Singapore. Thailand and 
Burma where the millionaire Chi- 
nese live. When those countries fall, 
Chiang Kai-shek's support will cease. 

Toward the end of our talk, the 
old Chinese pointed out that Amer- 
icans have no conception of the 
Japanese as fighters. 

“They are not civilized. They are 

animals. Mean, cunning, savage 
animals. China knows them. Has 
known them for years and year*. 
This country is too nice. Yes. too 
nice. Its people have yet to realize 
that it is not only ridiculous but 
dangerous to handle the Japanese 
with gloves. They only respect hard- 
ness and brutality." 
(Distributed br McNausht Syndicate, Inc.) 

Services Planned Today 
For John G. Barber 

John Gwinn Barber, resident of 
the District for the last 40 years, 
who died at Emergency Hospital 
Wednesday, was to be buried in 
Congressional Cemetery following 
funeral services at 2:30 o’clock this 
afternoon at St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, Third and A streets SB. 
He had been ill for six months. 

He was the son of Col. John Gwinn 
Barber and Fannie Clement Barber 
of Mechanicsvllle, Md. Mr. Barber 
is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Blanche Murray Barber; a son. 
Ernest G. Barber; two brothers. 
Joseph P. B. and William C. Barber, 
and four sisters, Mrs. Amelia Hen- 
ry, Mrs. Margaret Richards, Mrs. 
Viola Carrlck and Mrs. Samuel 
Goodacre. 

Mr. Barber made his home at 303 
First street SB. 

War of 1812 Society 
Plans Banquet Monday 

The Society of the War of 1812 
will celebrate the 127th anniversary' 
of the Treaty of Ghent at a banquet 
at 7 pm. Monday at the Arts Club. 
2017 I street N.W. Annual reports 
will be presented and officers elected. 

Frank B. Steele, society president, 
will discuss war conditions and ask 
support of measures to aid the Na- 
tion’s effort. 


