
^I)c ftooratg plar“ 
With Sunday Mamina Edition. 

THEODORE W. NOYES, Editor. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
MONDAY.March 2, 1942 

The Evening Star Newspaper Company. 
Ma n Office: 11th 8t. and Pennsylvania Ava. 

New York Office: 110 East 42nd St. 
Chicago Office: 43fi North Michiaan Ave. 

Delivered by Carrier—City and Suburban. 
Rerular Edition. 

Evening and Sunday 76c per mo. or 18c per week 
The Evening Star...45c per mo. or 10c per week 
The Sunday Star __10cper copy 

Night Final Edition. , 
Night Final and Sunday Star_85c per month 
Night Final Star 60e per month 

Rural Tube Delivery. 
The Evening and Sunday Star_85e per month 
The Evening Star_55c per month 
The Sunday Star_ 10c per copy 

Collections made at the end of each month or 
each week. Orders may be sent by mall or tele- 
phone National 6000. 

Rate by Mali—Payable in Advance. 
Daily and Sunday_1 yr.. $12.00: 1 mo.. *1.00 
Daily only-1 yr., $8.00: Imo. 75e 
Bund ay only-1 yr. $6.00; 1 mo., 60c 

Entered ag second-class matter post office, 
Washington. D. C. 

Member of the Associated Press. 
The Associated Press la exclusively entitled to 

the use for republication of all news dispatches 
credited to It or not otherwise credited in this 
paper and also the local news published herein. 
All rights of publication of special dispatches 
herein also are reserved. 

Defense Personnel 
The Tydings committee survey of 

the Government establishment prom- 
ises to throw light on a situation 
which needs illumination. Up- 
ward of 80,000 employes have been 
brought in here in the twenty-one 
months since the Nation started to 
rearm, with virutally every one of 
the executive agencies undergoing 
expansion—presumably in the name 

of defense. If there is Justification 
for such an astounding growth, the 
questionnaire Senator Tydings is 
sending out should develop that fact. 
If the reverse is true, that also should 
become evident. The classification 
the Budget Bureau has just made to 
show the relation of each unit to the 
war effort demonstrates conclusively 
that the connection in many in- 
stances is extremely remote. 

The study is being undertaken at 
an opportune time, for none of the 
regular appropriation bills for the 
next fiscal year has passed the Sen- 
ate as yet. and where it may be de- 
termined that present functions are 
non-essential and can be eliminated, 
a corresponding reduction will be in 
order in the funds proposed for 1943. 
This will contribute materially to- 
ward the principal objective of the 
survey—that is, the diversion of 
surplus personnel to war work—and 
will complement the move the Budget 
Bureau is making in the same direc- 
tion by attempting to set up a reserve 
from current appropriations. Nor 
should the committee overlook the 
possibility that duplications have 

crept into the war program and can 
be cut out with profit to all con- 
cerned. Reports on defense activi- 
ties from the various agencies 
incorporated in the new edition of 
the Government Manual Issued by 
the Office of Government Reports 
indicates strongly that there are 
overlapping efforts—in the field of 
economic studies, for example—and 
there is no reason why these should 
be perpetuated. 

The opportunities for holding 
down on personnel by filling no va- 
cancies other than Indispensable 
jobs could be studied by the com- 

mittee also. Such a restriction was 
applied over a long period in the 
economy days of 1932-33. It is to be 
hoped also that either the Tydings or 
Byrd committees will seek an expla- 
nation of the need for the 85,000 
employes Budget Director Smith has 
said will be brought here this year. 
No reason ever has been made public 
for this prospective influx, and it 
unquestionably has enough impor- 
tant implications to warrant the 
closest scrutiny in Congress in a 

study designed to ease congestion. 

Trial by Court-Martial 
The simultaneous announcements 

by the Navy and War Departments 
that Rear Admiral Husband E. Kim- 
mel and Major General Walter C. 
Short will be court-martialed on 

charges of dereliction of duty puts 
an end to speculation, in and out 
of the services, as to whether these 
high officers would or should be tried 
for what happened last December 7 
at Pearl Harbor. There can be no 

doubt that Admiral Kimmel and 
General Short are entitled to an 

opportunity to answer the grave 

charges made against them by 
the Roberts Commission — charges 
that they failed to take seriously the 
warnings from Washington that 
hostilities with Japan seemed immi- 
nent, that they neglected to consult 
with each other about these warnings 
and that they failed to make the 
naval and military dispositions 
which might have foiled the Japa- 
nese attack. 

Trial by court-martial is the tra- 
ditional American way of weighing 
the guilt or Innocence of officers or 
enlisted men charged with violating 
the military code embodied ip the 
Articles of War. Neglect of duty is 
one of the more serious breaches of 
military law, especially when high 
commissioned officers are involved. 
In time of peace the offense is pun- 
ishable by such severe penalties as 

imprisonment at hard labor and dis- 
honorable discharge; in time of war 

a sentry who falls asleep at his post 
may be sentenced to be shot. The 
derelictions with which Admiral 
Kimmel and General Short were 

charged in the Roberts report took 
place while America still was at 

peace with Japan, yet at such a 

critical hour in the relations between 
the two countries that vigilance of 
the most positive sort was demanded. 

But, with its condemnation of the 
two officers, the Roberts report car- 

ried an implication that they alone 
were not wholly to be blamed for 
the apathy which prevailed at Pearl 
Harbor prior to December 7. The 
derelictions alleged against them, the 
report stated, “resulted largely from 

ft sense of security due to the.opinion 
prevalent in diplomatic, military and 
naval circles and in the public press 
that any immediate attack by Japan 
would be in the Far East,” and, in 
the case of General Short, it was 

asserted that the “failure of the offi- 
cers in the War Department” to 

reply to certain messages from Gen- 
eral Short regarding precautionary 
measures "tended to lead General 
Short to believe that what he had 
done met with the requirements of 
the warnings and orders received by 
him.” 

It may be assumed that the 
accused officers will make the most 
of these and similar comments in 
the report when they are brought to 
trial before a general court-martial 
at some time in the future. If prece- 
dents of World War I are followed, it 
is likely that the trials will be de- 
ferred until after the war. In addi- 
tion to the questionable propriety of 
airing charges and countercharges 
of this kind now, it would be difficult 
if not impossible at this time to call 
members of the courts and necessary 
witnesses from vital wartime tasks. 
Meanwhile, retirement of these un- 

j fortunate officers without condona- 
tion or prejudice is a logical interim 
expedient. 

Assault on Java 
The supreme struggle for Java Is 

on. A double-headed armada of 
Japanese warships and troop trans- 
ports, winning past the furious re- 
sistance of United Nations squadrons 
and planes, has made three separate 
landings on Java’s northern coast 
and have established at least tem- 
porary footholds. Two of these land- 
ings are fairly close together at the 
western end of the island, on either 
side of Batavia, Java's capital and 
metropolis, and also threatening the 
inland mountain citadel of Ban- 

doeng, seat of the Dutch air force and 
munitions manufacture. The third 
landing, far to the eastward, is aimed 
primarily at Soerabaja, the main 
Dutch naval base, with Java’s oil 
fields as a secondary objective. 

This multiple assault was neither 
unexpected nor unheralded. The 
Japanese high command obviously 
was bound to do its utmost to 
conquer the center of Dutch colonial 
power on an Island which served the 
vital function of keystone in the im- 
mense defensive arch which stretches 
from India to Australia. The pre- 
liminary attacks began over a week 
ago with a sudden Japanese descent 
on the paradise isle of Bali, just off 
Java’s eastern extremity. Although 
some troops got ashore, the fleet was 
chased off by concentrated bombings 
of Dutch and American planes. Four 
days later, Dutch air patrols sighted 
a still larger fleet approaching Java 
itself from the northward. That fleet 
seems to have been held up in a two- 

day battle waged by the United Na- 
tions naval and air arms over the 
Java Sea. But even this Japanese 
force was merely one segment of the 
huge armada Java-bound. Hope- 
lessly outnumbered, the Allied squad- 
rons appear to have sacrificed them- 
selves heroically, inflicting heavy 
losses, but failing to stop the in- 
vasion. 

However, a trio of successful land- 
tags does not mean that victory for 
Japan is in sight. Java is a big is- 
land, more than 600 miles long, 
though averaging less.than 100 miles 
wide. It is a mass of volcanic moun- 

tains, through and around which 
winds a veritable network of good 
roads with an efficient railway sys- 
tem as well. This means that the 
defenders can concentrate swiftly 
against Invaders, wherever they may 
appear. Such concentrations are now 
in progress, to pin the Japanese to 
their beachheads and drive them 
back into the sea. The Dutch co- 
lonial army on Java is supposed to 
number 100,000, well armed and 
equipped, and aided by thousands of 
Australians. British and American 
soldiers. The indications are, there- 
fore, that the defenders can put up a 

prolonged fight even against heavy 
odds. 

Although the normal line of com- 

| munications with Australia has been 
severed by the Japanese capture of 
Timor Island, aid can still reach Java 
by a roundabout route to its southern 
coast, facing on the Indian Ocean. 
Such aid may partially offset the 
Japanese hordes pouring into Java 
from the northern side and across 
the narrow Sunda Strait from Su- 
matra, now firmly in Japanese hands. 
An epic struggle is thus in prospect. 
The Dutch have sworn to battle to 
the last. Theirs is the same do-or- 
die spirit as that of MacArthur and 
his heroes on Bataan Peninsula. Like 
Paul Jones, «he indomitable Dutch 
and their Allies on Java have just 
begun to fight. 

Timely Guidance 
Blackouts are disturbing to chil- 

dren and to aged adtiits. In antici- 
pation of the experience of darkness 
which Washington families are to 
have tomorrow evening, an article 
in McCall’s Magazine for March is 
worthy of quotation. The authors, 
Dr. George D. Stoddard and Toni 
Taylor, sum up their advice in the 
words: “Keep the atmosphere of 
your home as quiet, as h<\ppy asd 
as constructively busy as you can. 

Let no amount of worry or hurry 
keep you from showing affection and 
warmth to your family.” It is to the 
average mother that they are ad- 
dressing themselves, but their wis- 
dom is equally applicable to fathers. 

The war. of course, is "everybody’s 
war” and neither very young people 
nor very old people can be exempted 
from It.* But that does not mean 
that either group should be allowed 
to lapse into hysteria. “Your child,” 
the McCall writers explain, “will not 
be scared If your family ‘sticks to- 

gether’ more now than ever before. 
Spend as much time In family games 
as you can. Read. work, play and 
laugh together, so your children 
realize that the family unit‘spells 
security. Family recreation will keep 
your nerves steady, also. * • * Keep 
your youngsters busy at their ac- 
customed interests. School, play and 
work should go on in as nearly a 

normal way as you can manage. If 
possible, enter into your child’s in- 
terests more than ever; intensify, 
whenever you can, his own hobbies 
and encourage new ones.” 

Grandfathers and grandmothers, 
naturally, can aid in every such 
effort to maintain home morale. A 
private letter from an elderly woman 
in England, recently received by a 

resident of the District of Columbia, 
contains the declaration: “Hitler 
has given me a degree of happiness 
he never intended. Once more I 
have work to do in the world, and I 
take a marvelous joy in doing it." 

Legislative Riders 
If carried into effect, the threat by 

the Senate farm bloc to enforce its 
parity price demands by attaching 
a rider to the pending $32,000,000,000 
war appropriation bill could only be 
regarded as a political maneuver of 
the most reprehensible sort. 

The farm bloc wants to prohibit 
the sale of Government-owned stocks 
of major farm crops at less than 
parity prices. Legislation to give 
effect to this shortsighted and 
selfish desire already has passed the 
Senate. But this legislation, stand- 
ing alone, faces rough going in the 
House and an almost certaih presi- 
dential veto. Therefore, to circum- 
vent these possibilities of defeat, 
the farm bloc proposes to embody 
the same legislation in a rider to 
the appropriation bill, which can 
hardly be defeated in the House or 
vetoed by the President. 

Obviously, a maneuver of this sort 
would amount to nothing more than 
a nullification of legitimate demo- 
cratic procedure. To put it bluntly, 
it is a form of legislative blackmail 
by which, in effect, legislation essen- 

tial to the security of the Nation is 
held as hostage to compel the Presi- 
dent and the other branch of Con- 
gress to accept a demand which 
could not become law through any 
normal process. This has been done 
before, to be sure, but the practice 
is bad enough even in peacetime, and 
is thoroughly inexcusable in time 
of war. 

In the light of these circumstances, 
the President was thoroughly justi- 
fied in his denunciation of this irreg- 
ular effort to put the selfish interests 
of a minority group ahead of the 
welfare of the country as a whole. 

It is to be hoped that public opinion 
will be alert enough and sufficiently 
aroused to compel the farm bloc to 

retreat Irom a position which is 
thoroughly unworthy of a democratic 
Congress. 

Employment Decline 
In view of the continued employ- 

ment gains that have hitherto 
accompanied the expansion in our 

war effort, the announcement by 
Secretary Perkins that civil non- 

agricultural employment decreased 
by about 1,235,000 between December 

15 and January 15 will doubtless oc- 

casion some surprise. Seasonal de- 
clines in trade, construction and 
manufacturing were largely respon- 
sible for the employment slump 
during the month, according to De- 

partment of Labor experts. Reflect- 

ing the usual reduction in temporary 
personnel recruited for the Christmas 
season, employment in wholesale and 
retail trade, for example, declined 
by about 760,000 workers. 

Though the January decrease 
followed the expected seasonal pat- 
tern, the war injected into the equa- 
tion a new factor, the conversion of 
consumers’ durable goods industries 
to munitions production. Employ- 
ment in automobile plants dropped 
50,000 during the month, and there 
was a falling off in employment in 
several consumer goods industries. 
Due to a shortage of raw materials, 
many non-durable goods industries 
also reported employment losses. 

Non-agricultural employment in 
January, estimated at 39,850.000, was 

approximately 2,70o,l)00 greater than 

a year ago, however. With conversion 
of automobile and other plants to war 

production, there is every reason to 
believe that the unemployment curve 

again will move upward, reaching 
new all-time highs before many 
months. The production goals set by 
the President will demand millions 
of additional workers and should 
provide places for a majority of those 
who lose their jobs in the shift of the 
country to a total war economy. 

That industrial workers, during the 
past year, have shared in the'ex- 
pansion of national income is plainly 
evidenced by the Department of 
Labor figures. Factory employment 
has risen 14.7 per cent since January, 
J941, while payrolls have advanced 
42.5 per cent. “The considerably 
greater increases in payrolls reflects 
expansion in working hours, overtime 
payments and wage-rate increases,” 
Secretary Perkins explained. 

This officially recorded rise in the 
purchasing power of factory workers 
should have an important bearing 
on the determination of pending de- 
mands for further wage increases. 

The way the war news now runs is 
something like this: When you are in 
the dentist's chair for a major job, 
there are periods when his doings do 
not hurt quite so much as at other 
times. 

Consumption of horse meat Is 

urged in Canada. There must be 
quite a supply of selling platers on 

the Canadian turf which could be 
turned Into steak horses. 

Says Plane Spotters 
Symbolize Democracy 

Writer Tells How Volunteers 
Without Compulsion Watch 
For Enemy Air Raiders 

By Mary-Carter Roberts. 
("Unified effort in a democracy is im- 

possible.” Words and music by A. 
Hitler.) 

When an organization extends all over 
a country and numbers thousands of 
members, it might be expected to be- 
conspicuous. But you have to look twice 
to find the civilian airplane-spotting 
service. You may read about it, but see 
it you do not. The reason is simple. This 
huge auxiliary to the Nation's military 
arm has melted into the ordinary 
scheme of American life—a fine example 
of natural protective coloring. 

Near Washington there is a district 
which contains seven spotters’ posts. It 
is all rural; in it there is no town of 
more than 1,000 people. On duty in the 
seven posts you will find farmers, mer- 

chants, members of professions, retired 
officers, Government employes, young 
girls, married women, grandmothers, 
farm boys in their teens, all giving from 
two to six hours at a stretch each week, 
day and night. They add up to 1,000 
souls. Ordinarily, so many oddly as- 

sorted people working at a single job in a 

comparatively small area would produce 
conspicuous phenomena. But. unless you 
count the post quarters— converted sum- 
mer shacks, trailers, tents and "pent- 
houses” atop municipal buildings—the 
spotting service is invisible. It func- 
tions, but it does not demonstrate. 

Yet there is no central organization 
governing it. Last fall, when it was 

set up, the American Legion undertook 
to get the work started. From that point 
on the spotting service has "Just growed.” 
What happened in the district men- 

tioned above was that each town took 
responsibility for the post nearest to it, 
and. when a post had no neighboring 
town, the people of the township as- 

sumed the duty. Different methods were 
worked out by different communities. 
There wasn’t a vestige of regimentation 
anywhere. 

In one town the various organizations 
each took responsibility for the post one 

day a week. At the lookout in question 
a visitor was met by two dignified 
ladies, one an elderly widow, the other 
a former postmistress, who announced, 
with hostesslike graciousness, that this 
was “the day of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.” Both ladies were stoutly clad 
for their exertions in their country's de- 
fense. They were wearing slacks, wind- 
breakers. wool socks and heavy shoes. 
In alternating shifts, one sat Inside and 
knitted for the Red Cross while the other 
remained out in the weather intrepidly 
scanning the skies. This post was a 
former summer shack which had been 
donated by Its owners and hauled some 
ten miles at the owner's expense. 

It was not merely tidy. It was posi- 
tively cozy. In spite of the unaccustomed 

roughness of the ladies' costumes, one 
expected the rector to drop in at any 
moment for a cup of tea. Praised for 
their neatness, the ladies modestly ad- 
mitted that they tried to do their part. 
Asked if ill the organizations were simi- 
larly tidy, they repUed that the Ro- 
tarians, the Parent-Teachers and the 
Monday Reading Club did very well 
but that the church across the street 
from theirs was apt to leave ash trays 
unemptied. Charitably they added that 
their fellow Christians probably would 
improve. A more homelike atmosphere 
could not be imagined. 

Another community turned everything 
over to a committee, and here one finds 
the nearest approach to formal discipline 
that obtains in the district. For the 
committee constituted itself a board to 
pass on watchers’ requests to be excused 
from duty. The measure was explained 
by the chief observer, a local grocer, as 

follows: “Folks started begging off. We 
didn’t really aim to pass judgment. 
What we was after was to find out them 
that wasn't serious and weed ’em out." 
Summer soldiers ■were not encouraged. 

In an area where there is no town, re- 
sponsibility waS assumed by one young 
man. He put hundreds of miles on his 
tires driving country roads to drum up 
his quota and his crew had hard sledding 
for a while, too, for they were stationed 
at first in a phoneless school, so that, 
whenever a report was to be made they 
had to walk to the nearest farmhouse, 
in any weather, night or day. But that 
was remedied when some one donated a 
trailer which was set up where it could 
be hooked on to the telephone line. 

A visitor to this strictly rural post 
found it manned by two farm boys who 
heroically were staying on duty while 
the siren music of foxhounds sounded 
from the nearby woods. With an air of 
mature boredom one remarked that it 
wasn't really good weather for hunting 
anyway. Presently relaxing from this 
austerity, he began to identify the dif- 
ferent dogs: “That’s Lou. Listen to old 
Sam. There goes Bellboy leading away,” 
and so on. When a plane came over a 
little later he demonstrated the fineness 
of his ear in another manner. "Bi- 
motor.” he said tersely, without glancing 
up. Bimotor it was. Binoculars con- 
firmed it. 

There is no trace of Gestapo secrecy 
about the spotting service, but at one 
place the method of gaining admittance 
did verge on the romantic. This was at 
a post located atop a village "city hall." 
As the hall doors were kept locked, visi- 

j tors announced their presence by tossing 
a pebble to the roof. The spotter then 
appeared at the parapet, grinned in the 
superior manner of people who stand 
on superior heights, parleyed cheerfully 
and finally tossed down a key. The 
visitor climbed two flights of stairs and 
two ladders and emerged through a trap- 
door apparently designed only for the 
use of athletes rigorously trained down. 

Here was a fine lookout indeed, a snug 
“penthouse” banded by windows, com- 

manding a view of 18 miles. On duty 
were a dairyman, aged 22, and a retired 
Coast Guardsman, aged 76. Each had 
contributed to the furnishings. A dry 
mariner's compass stood in one corner, 

very old, a collector's item. Just above 
it hung a picture of a pretty girl doing 
something to her stocking top and look- 
ing. if one must say it, rather violently 
coy. 

Age and youth? The spirit of '42? Not 
to be fanciful, let it be summed up In 
the words of another chief observer, who 
said: "The Legion told us what was 

wanted. The watchers volunteered. The 
boys 'round here built the post on their 
own time. The town bought the stuff. 
The coal company gives the fuel. One of 
the farmers gars his land. And tbqr* we 

THIS AND THAT 
ByjCharles E. Traeewell. 

"JEFFERSON STREET. 
‘‘Dear Sir: 

"I get a lot of fun out of feeding the 
birds in my small back yard. I give 
them apples, raisins, meat, fat, or some- 
times cooked cereal or leftover pancakes. 

“These cold mornings I dip bread into 
bacon or sausage fat, and they surely do 
go for that. I put out a pan of fresh 
water, too, which they seem to appre- 
ciate. 

‘‘The starlings are certainly hardy 
birds, and Interesting, too. There is one 

mockingbird which comes when the 
others are not a-ound. It always takes 
a good drink and then pecks on a piece 
of apple if there Is any. 

"I have wondered if it has lost its 
mate. 

“It’s a wonder that the birds don’t 
freest some of these cold nights. I notice 
them sometimes warming themselves 
over the chimneys and skylights. 

“Sincerely, E. W. B." 
* * * * 

This correspondent Inclosed the fol- 
lowing : 

THE CITY BIRDS. 
The sparrows and the starlings 

Come daily to our yard. 
Some think their life Is easy 

But, really, it's quite hard; 
In sultry days of summer 

When humans stay inside. 
The birds still have to hunt for food, 

They travel far and wide. 

Their little wings get tired and hot. 
Their throats a*e parched with thirst, 

A bit of bread, a cooling drink. 
Is what they cherish first; 

They have no dandy grocery stores 
Or cafeterias handy, 

No canned or packaged goods so neat, 
No cookies, cake or candy; 

No grain or berries growing here, 
To meet their daily needs, 

They’re lucky if they find a worm 

Among the back-yard weeds: 
our feathered friends can fly away 

From earth's dull cares and noise. 
But parking on a wire or ledge 

Requires a lot of poise. 
* * * * 

Only those who have tried parking on 

a wire or ledge will understand Just how 
much poise it really requires! 

The birds do it easily, though. 
They have equal ability when it comes 

to eating, as our correspondent points ! 
I out. 

Any sort of bread, any type of fat, is 

j good for them, e.^pecially in winter. 
Grains and seeds of many kinds are 

fit food for most of the songsters which 
: winter here. 

From the cardinal, with his coat of 
red, to the cheerful chickadee in his 
black cap, the birds ''go" for sunflower 
seed. I 

This Is the basic foodstuff for most of 
them, and one which they like the best. 
To feed it exclusively, however, would 
be rather expensive, so it is best mixed 
in with cheaper seeds and the grains. 

Chick-feed, so called, is a good pri- 
mary mixture. A better is what is com- 

monly called “wild bird seed." 
To these may be added a handful of 

sunflower seed. It is best to look around 
and And where a good grade of sunflower 
seed is sold cheapest. 

* * * * 
With plenty of food in the coid, the 

birds are able to stand any temperature 
with equanimity. 

They are in reality little heat motors, 
their normal temperature usually a few 
degrees higher than ours, their economy 
geared to burning carbonaceous foods in 
winter. 

If well supplied, they can eat almost 
constantly all day long. Even when 

they do not get much food, they get along 
very well, everything considered. 

They do not often warm themselves 
at chimneys, although this may be seen 

occasionally. A sheltered spot out of 
the wind is even better for them, and 
often they may be seen in such a place, 
even while feeding is going on. 

While birds do not mind rain, they 
like to get out of it now and then; on 

the rainiest days long rows of sparrows 
will be seen under the eaves of roofs. 

* * * * 

Soaking pieces of bread in fat, either 

by frying them or simply covering them, 
will give certain species more of the food 
they require. 

The mockingbird, favorite of many 
watchers, likes his bread so treated. 

The sparrows and the starlings have 
no preference, but like bread in any form, 
at any time. 

Indeed, if you want to keep starlings 
away from your place, refrain from put- 
ting out bread of any kind. 

This is a sure-fire attractor for them. 
Hence, if it is not put out, they are likely 
to stay away. 

* * * * 

English sparrows and starlings can 

only be disliked by the real friend of 
birds when they get to such numbers 
that they tend 4^ become a nuisance. 

Both are capable species. The star- 

ling, in particular, as our correspondent 
notes, will win the admiration of any 
honest looker—that is, one who sees for 
himself. 

Some one cautioned Remington, be- 
fore he began painting Indians, that 

every artist who went to the West 
painted them. 

"I.” said Remington, with subtle em- 

phasis, "have never painted Indians." 
If we look at sparrows and starlings 

in the same light, we will find that they 
have much to offer us. and maybe we 
have something to give them. 

Letters to the Editor 
Prefer* Ideal Industrial System 
To Pension and Retirement Proposals. 
To thr Editor of The Star. 

Pension! for Conirwsmen raised a 
furor. At the same time, it ought to be 
recognized that it was consistent with 
the present pension system. Certainly 
Congressmen are just as much entitled 
to pensions as widows of ex-Presidents, 
members of the Supreme Court, Army 
officers and others. 

The inconsistency was shown by the I 
ridicule in CongTess of the Ham and 

Eggs plan, $30 Every Thursday plan, 
and Townsend plan. 

When Federal employes were working 
for retirement, I was not particularly 
enthusiastic and preferred to remain 
on the job. and suggested in lieu a sys- 
tem of promotions and demotions—pro- 
motions at stated periods until the great- 
est efficiency was reached, then gradual 
demotion with employment at useful, 
necessary work consonant with age and 
physical condition with retirement only 
for disqualifying disability. 

The great need of the world today is 
an efficient industrial organization, free 
from exploitation and parasitism, so that 
every normal person, able and willing to 
work, can make his own way, securing 
the necessities of life and at the same 
time be assured sufficient leisure to de- 
velop body, mind and soul. Such an 

industrial organization would do more 
to prevent such upheavals as we are now 

witnessing than thousands of years of 

preaching and resolving. 
S. L. HOOVER. 

Discusses Motion Picture Plays 
As a Beneficent Influence. 
ro th» Editor of The B**r: 

After seeing “How Green Was My 
Valley” and "One Foot in Heaven," I am 

convinced that the movies could be a 

great force for good—if the producers 
would give us more of the same kind of 
pictures. 

It does not necessarily follow, how- 
ever, that "name” stars would be best 
In the leading roles. A star's personality 
and style of acting invariably color the 
"message" of the part he Is assigned to 
play. 

We have had "Citadel,” wonderfully 
portraying a sincere soul's desire to 
bring humanity to medicine. Let us now 

have, sa.v, "The Life of St. Francis of 
Assisi,” to portray man's willingness to 
sacrifice for religious truth. 

ROBERT WEST. 

“Seconds” Complaint 
! Against Administration. 

To the Editor of The 8t.»r; 
In The Star for February 20 Bill 

Werber writes of Congressmen and pen- 
sions. May I extend to him a cordial and 
approving "second” in all he wrote? 

As to the morale of the people, Mr. 
Werber is correct in his diagnosis of the 

public pulse. We are “hopping mad,” 
even full of righteous wrath, that our 
billions are squandered without results 
justifying one-thousandth part of the 
bill. If this is the United States at war, 
I do not recognize a single point in com- 

mon with its history, and I have been an 

observer for 60 years and more. 
We have too many "boards,” too many 

\ "administrators,” too many "bureaus,” 
too many "experts," too much oratory, 
too much printing of "reports” and 

pamphlets. 
Can t this New Deal autocracy see that 

were. Us folks down here, we’re Just like 

Hitler. When we want something done, 
r we Issue ourselves an order and then 

we do it.” 
Conceivably there to a difference be- 

tween issuing yourself an order and hav- 

ing one issued to you. But you need a 

democratic mi to eateh it 

Letters to the Editor must 
hear the name and address of 
the writer, although the use of 
a pseudonym for publication is 
permissible. The Star reserves 
the fight to edit all letters irith 
a view to condensation. 

we need powder and lead. guns, planes— j 
and still more jflanes? Can't somebody 
stop this senseless conglomeration of 
wrangling government here at home and 

get down to business as Americans always j have? 
What we need now in this Government 

is fighting men, businessmen, not orators. 
Show us some real fighting like Gen. 
MacArthur, sensible planning and less 
wasteful spending and we will ‘'carrv 
on." We are tired of speeches and "hot 
air" that passes for the same. 

DISGUSTED TAXPAYER. 
-— 

Wants Regular Traffic Officers 
Assigned to Intersections. 
To th# Editor of The Star: 

; May we, as dally travelers of the 
streets, suggest an aid to the traffic 
problem? 

Each morning as we approach the in- j 
tersection of Virginia and Constitution 
avenues, there seems to be a new police 
officer on duty. The type of traffic at 
that intersection would seem to necessi- 
tate a regular traffic director: in other 
words, why, for three mornings, does 

the traffic department put three different ; 
police officers at the Intersection? 

May we also suggest that inasmuch as 

working hours are staggered in the city , 
to help remedy the traffic situation that 
commercial truckers be requested to 

keep their trucks off the streets at least 
until 8:30 a.m., and after that time to 

keep slew-moving trucks to the right? 
In most major cities it is the rule (more 
than the practice) that trucks should 

keep to the right at 20 miles an hour. : 
SIX COMMUTERS. 

Asks About Right to Strike 
At Expense of ‘'Fighting Boys." 
To thp Editor oi Th« Star’ 

It seems that strikes as usual are all 

right with labor unions and Government 
officials, even though our country is in 
peril. It surely is not right that our 

boys in their life-and-death struggle j 
should be denied weapons, planes, etc., 
to protect themselves. Why are defense 
workers allowed to strike any more than 
our fighting boys? Many of them are 

exempt from military service Just be- 
cause they are needed in defense work. 

MRS. ELIZABETH WILSON. 
Portage, Ohio. 

Retorts to Chairman Flynn’* Doubt 
Of Republican Trustworthiness. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

If Republicans are not to be trusted to 
support the Nation's war effort as mem- 

bers of Congress, as was suggested re- 

cently by National Democratic Chairman 
Flynn, then what assurance is there 
that they are to be trusted to carry on 

the Nation's actual battle activities as 

members of the armed forces? 
J. J. SPERRY. 

....... a 

Approves Proposal to Remove Seats 
From Street Cars and Buses. 
To the Editor of The Bur: 

A very timely article ap{)eared in one 

of the local papers recently with refer- 
ence to the Capital Transit Co. remov- 

ing the seats from street cars and buses 
so that we might have more standing 
room on same. I consider thia a fine 

suggestion inasmuch as practically 
three-fourths of the passengers who ride 
have to stand anyhow. 

1088 7. O. SINGLETON. 

Haskin's Answers 
To Questions j 

By Frederic J. Haskin. 
A reader can get the answer to any 

question of fact by writing The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred- 
eric J. Haskin, director, Washington, 
D. C. Please inclose stamp lor reply. 

Q. Why wu the nickname “Equality 
State” given to Wyoming?—P. R. A. 

A. Wyoming is known as the Equality 
State because it was a pioneer in woman 

suffrage. 

Q. Does the Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land really sit upon a wool sack?—C. H. 

A. The Lord Chancellor sits in the 
House of Lords upon a sack stuffed with 
wool and covered with a red cloth. Ip 
Elizabeth’s reign an act of Parliament 
forbade the exportation of wool and that 
this source of national wealth might be 

kept constantly in mind, wool sacks were 

placed in Parliament. Only one re- 
mains. 

Q How did the custom of eating mine* 
pie originate?—N. F. T. 

A. According to tradition mince pie 
was brought to England by the Crusaders, 
though this never has been proved. 
However, English mince pies resemble 
the patties filled with chopped nuts and 
fruit sold by Oriental bakers. 

Q. Is Egypt one of the nations at war? 
—A. P. P. 

A. Egypt is not at war. An alliance 
between Great Britain and Egypt, how- 
ever, provides that the Egyptians help in 
Britain's war effort. 

Q. How many times did the city of 
Winchester change hands during the 
Civil War?—B. R. C. 

A. Winchester, situated at a strategic 
point in the Shenandoah Valley in Vir- 
ginia, changed hands between the Fed- 
eral and Confederates 68 times during 
the Civil War. 

Budget Booklet—To help you 

plan to meet your Income tax, and 
all the other taxes which a coun- 

try at war must impose. If you are 
not inclined to be thrifty, now is 
the time to do something about it. 
Plan your income and your outgo 
and your worries along this line 
will be lessened. Make a workable 
budget and stay wit'A it. Our 1942 
BUDGET BOOKLET contains 
expert guidance on the subject. To 
secure your copy Inclose 10 cents in 
coin, wrapped in this clipping, and 
mail to The Star Information 
Bureau. 

Name 

Address 

Q. Where is Cape Forward?—S. P. R. 

A. Cape Forward, in Chile, mark* the 
southernmost tip of the 8outh American 
mainland. 

Q. Did Cardinal Wolsey really aay the 
famous words of farewell that Shakes- 
peare Include* in his play, "Henry 
VIII?”—C. D. C. 

A. He did not. Wolsey’g farewell ia 
Shakespeare's invention. 

Q. How does the bat carry its young? 
-L. L. 

A. The young bats cling to their 

mothers as they fly. 

Q. To which movie star* was the 1941 
award of the American Institute of Voice 

Teachers given?—J. N. A. 
A. Loretta Young and Clark Gable 

have received the 1941 award, as a result 
of a Nation-wide vote. 

Q Wh^re is the Khyber Pass?—N. 
A. i. 

A. It connects India with Afghanistan 
and is probably the most important 
strategic pass in the world. The Khyber 
Pass route, one of the chief trade routes 

to India, extends from Kabul to Pesha- 

war, a distance of 210 miles. 

Q. Has our word “infantry” any con- 

nection with the Latin "Infans," which 
means a child?—C. H. 

A. Our word infantry Is derived from 
the Latin "Infans, infantis,” a child. 

Originally it was apparently applied to 
the page of a knight. Later it designated 
the body of foot soldiers. 

Q In a recent article I saw reference 
to Peale Island in the South Pacific. 

What is its exact location?—L. B. A. 
A. Peale Island is the northernmost 

one of the group of three commonly 
known as Wake Island. This group is 

roughly, of horseshoe shape of which th# 
larger base portion is Wake Island 
proper, with Peale and Wilkes Islands 
forming the arms of the horseshoe. The 
names are intended to honor the mem- 

ory of Admiral Charles Wilkes, in charge 
of the United States exploring expedi- 
tion and of Titian R. Peale, who was 
the naturalist on the expedition. 

Q When was the first aerial photo- 
graph made in this county?—N. H. S. 

A. The first aerial photograph was a 
view of Boston taken from a captive bal- 
loon by J. W. Black on October IS, 1860. 

Q Is chicle useful for anything be- 
sides chewing gum?—M. H. M. 

A. It is used in the manufacture of 
surgical tapes and dental supplies, 
though its moet important commercial 
use by far is as an adhesive base In chew- 
ing gum. Chicle is obtained only from 
Guatemala, British Honduras and 
Mexico. 

March Winds 
Now is the young March wind 

Like a restless boy 
Who puts a whistle to his lips 

And blows for joy. 
The migrant bird will turn 

From torrid tone and wing 
Toward lands where, under melting 

ice, 
Pale violets spring. 

Neglected overlong, 
Each city garden plot 

Reveals the starry daffodil, 
Gold as an apricot. 

Old folk will shiver, draw 
Closer their wind-blown coats, 

Not see the flame-lit grass, nor hear 
The birds’ brief notes. 

I shall be glad! I know 
The wind's old shibboleth 

Spring must repeat ere passing on 

To life ... from death. 
JOHN RICHARD MORELAND. 


