
Byrd Opens Fight 
To Halt Payments 
Of Sugar Benefits 

Letter to Wickard 
Calls for Contract Delay 
Pending Review 

By J. A. O'LEARY. 
A move to halt further benefit 

payments to sugar growers in view 
of the lifting of acreage and market- 
ing restrictions due to war condi- 
tions has been launched by Chair- 
man Byrd of the Joint Congressional 
Economy Committee, in his search 
for retrenchment. 

His first step was a letter sent 
late yesterday to Secretary of Agri- 
culture Wickard, requesting him not 
to make any further contracts for 
such payments until Congress can 

review sugar control legislation. He j 
also announce'd today lie will go 
into the question at hearings the 
Senate Finance Committee plans 
to start soon into the sugar situa- 
tion. 

The $47,962,910 budget estimate 
for sugar payments during the next 
fiscal year is now before the House 

in the agricultural supply bill, with 
a recommendation from the House 
Appropriations Committee that it 

be cut $500,000. 
Sees Supply Lagging. 

The House committee stated in 
its report that it sees "no sound 

reason for the continuance of this 

program of benefit payments to 

growers who are free to produce 
without restriction for a market in 
W'hicli the demand is certain to be 

substantially in excess of the supply 
for some time to come, and would 
have stricken the item from the bill 
except for the recent action of Con- 

gress extending the act." 
The House group expressed its 

belief the sugar law should be sus- 

pended under present conditions, 
contending the new price control 
law could be so administered as to 
assure fair prices for sugar pro- 
ducers. 

"The chief justification for such 
an appropriation.” Senator Byrd 
said, referring to the pending esti- 

mate, "has been that producers 
should be compensated for a reduc- 

tion in the acreage devoted to the 

production of both cane and beet 
sugar within the United States and 
its continental possessions. Now the 

situation has changed completely. 
We are facing a sugar shortage, and 
even now sugar is being rationed. 
With more drastic action to come.” I 

Listing some of the larger pay- 
1 

merits, he said, would be made if the 
Sugar Control Act is kept in force. 
Senator Bvrd's letter to Mr. Wickard 

continued: 
Your department, for the year j 

1942, has removed the limitation on 

sugar production. If this had been 
done last year, at. least a part of the 
present sugar shortage would have 
been avoided. 

Act Would Rate* Benefits. 
“I am informed now by a repre- 

nentative of your department that 

notwithstanding the removal of the 
limitation on sugar production, your 
department is preparing to pay 
sugar producers benefits, the main 
justification for which originally was 

« reduction in the acreage devoted 
jto sugar production. In fact, these 
'benefit payments, under an act 

passed by Congress, will be increased 
for 1942 to the extent of 30 per cent 
over 1941. 

“Let me call your attention to the ! 
fact that the United States Sugar 
Corp. in Florida will receive a bene- 
fit payment of $474,807. It is true, 
of course, that this company will 
make greatly increased profits be- 

cause of the fact that the price of 
sugar bas increased and. likewise, 
because the limitation on produc- 
tion has been removed. Why. then, 1 

should this wealthy corporation re- 

ceive nearly a half million dollars 
out of the Federal Treasury? 

“I list below other large payments 
to sugar companies: Realty Oper- 
ators, Inc, New Orleans. $126,035; 
South Coast Corp. New Orleans. 
$186,020: Hawaiian Commercial & 
Sugar Co.. Puunene. Maui. $572,540: 
Lihue Plantation Co Ltd., Lihue. 
Kauai, $514,884: Oahu Sugar Co., 
Ltd.. Waipahu. Oahu. $514,862. 

“The largest subsidy payment 
being made is to Luce & Co.. S. en C. 
Aguirre, in the amount of $619,443. 

Sees Large Sugar Lobby. 
“I will not take the time to give 

all of rhe other large benefit pay- 
ments that will be made out of the 

Treasury to those who have hereto- 
fore had to reduce their sugar acre- 

age, but who now will benefit by 
the removal of all restrictions; 46 
corporations in all receive payments 
ranging from $106,000 to $619,000 
Hundreds of individuals and cor- 

porations likewise receive payments 
ranging from $10,000 to $100,000. 

“As you know. I have consistently- 
opposed these huge subsidies out of 
the Federal Treasury. I can see 

no reason why the sugar operators 
should be placed in a preferred 
rlass. Likewise, I have come in 
contact with one of the most power- 
ful lobbies that exists in Washing- 
ton, and that is the sugar lobby. 

“It should be remembered that 
all of these sugar producers receive, 
in addition to these benefit pay- 
ments. the soil conservation pay- 
ments and the other benefit pay- 
ments generally made to farmers. 

Here is a chance to save nearly 
$50,000,000. Every dollar saved means 

a dollar less in new taxes or a dollar 
more to financp our war prepara- 
tions. 

"My main purpose in writing you 
is to request that you make no con- 

tracts for these benefit payments 
until Congress has an opportunity 
to review the sugar control legisla- 
tion in the light of the present situa- 
tion. so that the repeal of these 
subsidies can be effected. I ask 
you. as Secretary of Agriculture, to 
assist those in both branches of 
Congress who will make a deter- 
mined effort to eliminate this non- 

essential spending." 
Increased Base Rate. 

Congress, less than three months 
ngo. extended the life of the Sugar 
Control Act. and at the same time 
increased the base rate of payment 
from 60 cents to 80 cents per hun- 
dred pounds. Although Congress ap- 
propriates the amount to be paid 
out. the fund from which payment 
Is made is raised by a special proc- 
essing tax on sugar, at the rate of 
half a cent a pound 

Defending continuation of the 

payments before the House Ap- 
propriations Comimttee in January.! 
officials of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment contended the program is es- 

sential to stimulate the increased 

production of sugar needed to offset 
curtailment of imports and to meet 
higher labor costs in American beet 
fields. 

Dr. Joshua Bernhardt, chief of 
the sugar division Agriculture,' 

HOUSTON. TEX—OIL BARGE EXPLODES—Wreckage of an oil 
barge which exploded yesterday, killing two men and injuring 
13. Seven of the nine-man crew of the tugboat Mary Louis, 

shown at right, dived into the bayou and swam to safety, but one 

was killed and the captain, Roy S. Fuller, suffered severe burns. 
—A. P. Wirephotos. 

Twisted metal sections of the barge were thrown 100 yards 
Inland by the blast. One section smashed the car in the fore- 

ground. The body of one victim lies on the railroad tracks at 

right. The barge was under repair at the time of the explosion. 

Fire Wrecks Building 
At Magnesium Plant; 
Sabotage Suspected 

Contractor Says Blaze 
Started Where Wind 
Could Whip It Through 

By ihe Associated Press. 

LAS VEGAS, Nev., Mar. 7 — 

Wind-whipped flames destroyed the 
$25,000 administration building of 
the Basic Magnesium Plant. Inc., 
last night. The $63,000,000 project, 
financed by the Defense Plant Corp., 
is scheduled to begin producing 
magnesium for warplane factories 
about June 1. 

Lawrence G. McNeil, head of 
McNeil Construction Co., the con- 

tractors. said he suspected sabotage 
because the flames started in a 
corner where wind would whip them 
through the structure. 

Blueprints in Building. 
He did not say whether engineers’ 

plans and blueprints were saved. An 
acquaintance said they would be the 
chief object of sabotage in the ad- 
ministration building and added 
that because designers were racing 
to keep ahead of construction, he 
doubted whether duplicates had 
been prepared. 

The first magnesium processing 
building is scheduled to be ready for 
production in late May. 

Five thousand men are employed 
in construction work. 

Other buildings were not damaged , 

and no one was injured. The loss 
included engineering equipment and 
office equipment of the contractors 
and the basic magnesium plant. 

Crews Fail in Fight. 
Mr. McNeil said the building, to 

be used in the manufacture of mag- 
nesium, a substitute for aluminum 
in the aircraft industry, would be 
reconstructed immediately. 

Crews working on other buildings 
of the plant fought the flames un- 

successfully. The area has been 
under dose guard by employes of 
the contractor during construction. 

J__-- ! 

told the House committee that the J 
price settlement for a crop of beets j 
is generally on a 12-month market- j 
ing period! He said the marketing 
of sugar from beet crops planted 
this spring would not be completed 
until September, 1943. 

Unfairness Charged. 
He testified that beet growers felt 

it would be unfair to ask them to 
take the riisk of planting a crop 
now, the return from which would 
not be determined for so long a 

time, in the event the war ended in 
the meantime, without the protec- I 
tion afforded by the sugar control 
law. 

Several members of the House 

group insisted the new price control 
law could be used to see that the 
grower received a fair price and do 
away with the special sugar tax. 
Dr. Bernhardt contended the retail 

price of sugar would have to be 
higher to give the grower parity 
without the present program than 
by continuing it on the statute 
books. 

At another point in the hearings, 
the head of the sugar division testi- 
fied there has always been a surplus 
of collections over benefit payments 
out of the sugar tax. For the fiscal 
year 1941, he told the committee, 
collections were approximately $80,- 
000,000, and $46,000,000 actually ex- 

pended. Asked if the difference goes 
into the general revenues of the 
Treasury, he said the only excep- 
tion was that taxes heretofore col- 
lected on sugar from the Philippines 
was required to be. set aside as a 

reserve for that CnSmonwealth. 

Japs Claim 6 Direct Hits 
On Aircraft Carrier 
By the Associated Pres*. 

TOKIO iFrom Japanese Broad- 
castsi, March 7.—Imperial head- 
quarters claimed today that Jap- 
anese naval planes scored six direct 
hits on a ‘specially converted en- 

emy aircraft carrier before the Java 
Sea naval battle last month. 

The Japanese anouncemerft said 
the carrier was seriously crippled 
and later was seen listing to star- 
board 

At the same time, the Japanese 
said aerial photographs had con- 
firmed the sinking of a medium- 
sized enemy aircraft carrier attacked 
in the waters northeast of New 
Guinea. 

Thirty aircraft on the deck of the 
carrier reported attacked in the 
Java Sea were said to have been 
set on fire and destroyed while other 

planes in the ship's hangar were 
destroyed. 1 

Inspection of School 
Attics Is Urged for 
Fire Prevention 

Commissioner Young 
Told of Dangers by 
P.-T. A. Congress 

I 
The District Congress of Parents 

and Teachers, through its Executive 

Committee, has asked the Commis- 

sioners for an inspection bv engi- 
neers of all school attics to deter- 
mine their safety against fire, it was 

disclosed today. 
In a letter to Commissioner Yeung 

the board cited specifically condi- 
tions at the Petworth School and de- 
clared the matter of such vital im- 

1 portance to the safety of District 1 

i 
school children that immediate at- 
tention should be given it. 

According to members o' the Pet- 
worth Parent-Teacher Association 
the board said, there are no water 
pipes leading to the unfinished attic 
and no flooring which would bear 
the weight of a person except for 
one short, narrow catwaia 

“If an incendiary bomb should : 

strike the school, or any other fire 
should break out in the attic." the 
board said, “there would be no wav 

to combat it.” It urgently requested 
provision of the necessary facilities 
to meet “the requirements of civilian 
defense" i 

The board members told Mr 
Young they understood the same 

conditions prevailed at other schools. 
A copy of the letter has been sent 

to Supt. of Schools Frank W. Ballou. 

Fireman Studies Defense 
Percy A. Davis of 2917 Akron place 

S E a Washington fireman, was one 
of a group of 60 completing an in- 
tensive two-week course in the War 
Department Civilian Defense School. 

N. Y. A. SCHOOL INTERESTS SENATOR—Senator Radcliffe, Democrat, of Maryland said today 
that he will confer next week with Glenn Brown, State N. Y. A. director, concerning the estab- 
lishment of this new N. Y. A. workshop at Beltsville, Md. The workshop is supplied with about 

$45,000 worth of valuable tools. William Dorris, 20, of Nashville, Tenn., is shown here getting 
instruction on lathe work from Supervisor Nat Gates (right), while Joshua W. M. Byrd, acting di- 
rector of the school and brother of President H. C. Byrd of the University of Maryland, looks on. 

General view of the machines in the workshop, which will train young men for participa- 
tion in the Nason's war effort. * * —Star Staff Photos. I 

Drive to Organize 
3 Million Dairymen 
Opened by Lewis 

Cost of Production 
And Fair Return 
Described as Goal 

Br the Associated Preaa. 

A campaign for organization of \ 

the Nation * milk producer* was 

under way today with John L. Lewis, 
United Mine Workers president, in 
a key position. 

Mr. Lewis and representatives of 
New York and Michigan dairy j 
farmers are mapping plans for an 

organization which would have a 

potential membership of 3,000,000. ; 
The announced goal of the pro- 

ducers was to obtain what they 
called the cost of production and a 

fair return. They said that under 
Mr. Lewis’ leadership they expected 
benefits similar to those "obtained 1 

by the industrial workers of this 1 

Nation.” 
Ralph H. Marlatt. organizational' 

director ol the United Dairy Farm- 
ers division of the U. M. W„ said in 
a statement that “the one hope of 
all farmers is in a national organi- 
zation. • • •” 

Mr. Lewis refused comment on 
questions whether the organization 
could be termed a third labor move- , 
ment, but said there was no question 
of C. I. O. jurisdictional disputes j because that union group had no 
farmers’ organization. 

•'This,” he said, "is a question of 
bread and butter for many farmers 
who furnish America with essential 
lood. We are fundamentally con- 
cerned with organizing the unor- | 
ganized of America and making 
them articulate." 

The conference yesterday was at- 
tended by members of the United 
Dairy Farmers of Michigan, who 
said they represented 5,400 pro- 
ducers, and members of the Dairy 
Farmers' Union, who claimed rep- 
resentation of 22,000 In the New 
York City milkshed. 

The preliminary work of organi- 
zation has been under way for sev- 
eral months under U. M W Local 
50, which is directed by Denny 
Lewis, brother of John L. Lewis. 

Mexican Students Riot; 
Two Killed, 10 Injured 
By tht Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY March 7.—Two 
persons were killed and 10 wounded 
in street fighting marked by the use 
of knives, pistols, rifle-butt.* and 
tear gas bombs as police and 5.000 
striking college students clashed 
here last night. 

The dead were Police Sergt 
Adolfo Ponce, who was found with 
a dagger in his heart, and Virginia 
Marquez. 18-vear-old hotel em- 
ploye who was struck in the stomach 
bv a stray bullet. 

Eight students were wounded, 
three by bullets. A fireman and a 
woman pedestrian were the other 
casualties. 

The fighting developed when offi- 
cers sought to halt students march- 
ing on President Avila Camacho’s 
palace to demand dismissal of Edu- 
cation Minister Octavio Vejar Vaz- 
quez. They declared his adminis- 
tration was too conservative. 

There were nine arrests. Later 
the students were permitted to 
gather in front of the presidential 
palace for addresses by their leaders. 

Prankster Strips Court Cars 
BALTIMORE. March 7 i/Ti.—For 

years Traffic Court magistrates have 
supplied miniature, rubber-tired au- 
tomobiles so defendants could show 
on a stage of streets and boule- 
vards just how the accident hap- 
pened. It was very life-like—and 
yesterday the court found some 

I prankster had stripped the little 

| cars of their rubber tires. 

Tutuila Given to China 
CHUNGKING, March 7 <.PV—1The 

United States has presented the de- 
commissioned gunboat Tutuila to 
China, Lt. Col. James M. McHugh 
informed the Chinese government 
yesterday. The formal transfer is 
expected to take place in a few days. 

Communiques 
Small Jap Force 
Lands at Calapan 

The text of War Department com- 

munique No. 13S, based on reports 
received until 9:30 a m. today: 

1. Philippine theater. 
Except for slight artillery fire 

and an ineffective enemy air raid, 
there was no activity on Bataan. 

A comparatively small force of 
Japanese troops, accompanied by 
tanks, landed at Calapan on the 
island of Mindoro. Several ports 
on the east coast of the island 
were shelled by enemy naval 
craft. 

There was desultory fighting 
between patrols on the outskirts 
of Zamboanga on the island of 
Mindanao. 

2. There is nothing to report 
from other areas. 

U. S. Charters 
Dutch Ship That 
Escaped Japs 

By th* Associated Press. 
The Navy Department announced 

yesterday that the Maritime Com- 
mission had chartered the Dutch 
steamer Wilhelmina, which escaped 
Japanese-controlled waters at the 
outbreak of the war and reached 
Alaska after 22 days at sea. 

The Wilhelmina's Dutch captain 
and his crew of 71 Chinese and one 

Russfan were on board the 3.492-ton 
vessel, en route from a northern 
Japanese port to Yokohama with a 

cargo of 4,000 tons of coal, when 
the ship's radio operator, a Rus- 
sian. picked up a message that 
Japan had gone to war. 

Also on board were two Japanese, j 
described as representatives of the 
Tokio government, and one of them 
was a radio operator. 

The captain, after a conference 
with the ship's other officers, de- 
cided to make a run to get out of 
enemy waters, snd it reached the 
Alaskan port December 29. 

Police Make Arrest 
In Refugee's Slaying 
Br the Associated Press 

NEW YORK. March 7.—Murray 
Hirschl, 42, is being held today under 
$25,000 ball as a material witness 
In the slaying of Mrs. Susan Flora 
Reich, 52, a wealthy Polish refugee, 
and police announced the recovery 
of some of the $2,000 worth of jew- 
elry stolen from the woman who 
was bound gagged and left to suf- 

focate. 
Assistant District Attorney Jacob 

Grumet said Hirschl was an uncle 
of a man known to police as Eli 
Shonbrun, who, with an attractive 
former model, was sought through- 
out the city by more than 100 picked 
police for questioning. 

Police identified Shonbrun as the 
man who they said they believed 
registered at the Hotel Sutton with 
an attractive woman as Mr. and 
Mrs Ted Leopold and in whose hur- 
riedly vacated suite the bodv of 
Mrs Reich was found Thursday. 
Mrs Reich went to the hotel room 

to keep a luncheon engagement 
M{. Grumet said it had been es- 

tablished that Shonbrun visited 
Hirschl Thursday night and at- 
tempted to sell him jewelry allegedly 
stolen from the deceased woman. 

Hirschl was asked to try to sell 
or pawn the jewelry after he had 
refused to buy it himself, Mr. Gru- 
met said. 

Indian Moslem Leader 
Opposes Hasty Action 
B> the Associated Press. 

BOMBAY, March 7.—Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, president of the All- 
India Moslem League, cabled Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill today 
expressing concern lest the British 

government take action prejudicial 
to Moslem interests in a hasty at- 
tempt to settle the Indian problem. 

The Moslem leader urged that no 

constitutional changes affecting 
India be adopted without approval 
of the league, which is demanding 
the establishment of an autonomous 
Moslem state. 

The Moslems represent a minor- 
ity of 77,000,000 in .India's vast 
patchwork population, which in- 
cludes about 242,000.000 Hindus. 

Col. Britton Warns French 
That R. A. F. Will Be Back 
Br tte Askocitied Press. 

LONDON. March 7.—The mys- 
terious "Col. Britton.” the Lon- 
don radio's voice to the Nazi-oc- 
cupied continent, warned French- 
men sharply last night to get away 
from Nazi-controlled factories, for 
"the Royal Air Force is coming 
again—more and more often." 

I He referred to the great Tuesday- 
night raid on the Paris industrial 
area. 

”1 warn you again now.” he said. 
"Keep away from these factories. 
Keep away from any work which is 
helping Germany. Get into the 
country.” 

If they are forced to work, he 
said, the French should demand 
better air raid shelters. 

Gray Ladies Will Care 
For Blue Plains Patients 

Pledged to serve the 560 patients 
at the Home for the Aged and In- 
firm. Blue Plains, seven Red Cross 
volunteers yesterday became gradu- 
ated Gray Ladies in a ceremony at 
Red Cross chapter house, 1730 E 
street N.W. 

| A congratulatory message was 
read from Mrs. Roosevelt, who has 
been a critic of the lack of facilities 
at the institution. 

Mrs. Albert N. Baggs. hospital 
corps chairman, issued an appeal 
for wheel chairs, hospital beds, 
crutches, mattresses, bath towels, 
plates and cups needed at Blue 
Plains. 

The graduates were Margaret 
Curtis Chadwell. Mildred G. Chris- 
tie. Norma Forman. Anne Gordon, 
Helen C. Mulitz, Hannah Rendel- 
man and Eugenia Dietz Sowers. 

Weather Report 
(Furnished b» the United 8tet.es Weather Bureau ! 

District of Columbia—Warmer tonight with temperature well above 
freezing; fresh winds. 

Maryland and Virginia—Warmer tonight. 
Report for Lilt 24 Hour*. 

Temperature. 
Yesterday—. Degrees. 

4 p.m. _„_ R1 
8 p.m. _- .47 
Midnight _ _ 44 

Today— 
4 a.m._ 30 
8a.m. __ 35 
Moon __ 

47 
I 

Record far Last 21 Hoara. 
*Prom noon yesterday to noon today.) 
Highest, 52, at 3:55 n.m. yesterday. 

Year ago, 38. 
Lowest. 34, at 8:10 a m. today. Year 

aso. 28. 

Record Temperature* This Year. 

Highest. 85. on January 18. 
Lowest. 8. on January 11. 

Himidity for Last 24 Hours. 
< From noon yesterday to noon today.) 
Highest. 82 ner cent, at 8:30 a m. toda». 
Lowest. 45 per cent, at 11:30 a.m. today. 

Tide Tables. 
< Furnished by United States Coast and 

Geodetic Surrey.) 
Today. Tomorrow 

High _. 12:48 a.m. 
Low _ 8:23 a.m. 7:14 a.m. 
High _ 12:21p.m. 1:18 p.m. 
Low _ 7:03 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 

Ths Sob and Moan. 
Rise*. Seta. 

Sun. today _ 7:33 7:07 
Sun. tomorrow 7:32 7:07 
Moon, today 10:28 a.m 

Automobile light* must be turned on 
one-hall hour after sunset. 

River Report. 
Potomac and Shenandoah River* clear 

at Harpers Kerry: Potomac very muddy 
it Great Falli today 

Precipitation. 
Monthly precipitation In inches in the 

Capital tcurrent month to date): 
Month. 1942. Ave Record 

1 January _ 1.90 3.55 7.83 37 
February 1.55 3.27 0.84 '84 
March __ _ 1.35 3.75 8.84 ’91 
April __ 3.27 9.13 '89 

.May __ 3.70 10.69 ’8ft 
June __ __ __ ___ 4 13 10.94 '00 
July _ ____ 4.71 10.63 86 

! August __ 4.01 14.41 *28 
! September __ 3.24 17.46 34 
October _ _ __ 2.84 8.81 ’;i7 
November _ _ 2.37 8.69 '89 
December 3.32 7.56 01 

Temperature* in Various Cities. 
Temperature. Precip. 

High. Low. 24 hr*. 
Albuquerque. N. Mex. 68 22 0.26 
Atlanta. Ga. 59 36 
Boston. Maas. __ 41 37 0.54 
Buffalo. N. Y._ 34 24 
Chicago. Ill 45 39 
Cleveland. Ohio_41 30 __ 

Denver, Colo._«2 37 
Detroit. Mich._ 40 34 _ 

Fort Worth. Tex. __RO R4 _ 

Kansas City. Mo. -02 OR _ 

Louisville, Ky. _57 47 _ 

Memphis. Tenn,_«4 sn _ 

Miami. Ha. .. 74 56 
Mpls -St. Paul. Minn._. 4(1 32 _ 

New Orleans. La.__ 64 4u 
New York. N. Y. _ 47 34 0.10 
Philadelphia, Pa. --51 31 ft 17 
Pittsburgh. Pa. _ 4ft 
8t_Louts. Mo. fll SO 
wPhlngton, D. C._ 52 34 

150 U. 5. Engineers 
On Way to Start Work 
On Road to Alaska 

$30,000,000 Project Has 

Approval of Canada's 
Cabinet and War Board 

By the Associated Press. 

OTTAWA, March 7 —A *30,000,000 
highway from the United States to 
Alaska through Canada—the dream 
of many a Yukon gold hunter and 
the despair of countless engineers— 
Is to become a reality. War and its 

threats have brought the project to 

life. 

Prime Minister W. L. MacKenxie 
King announced yesterday that the 
cabinet had approved the project, 
already recommended by the United 
States-Canadian Joint Defense 
Board. More than 150 United States 
Army engineers are on their wav to 
Alberta for preliminary work on the 
highway. 

An advance crew of American 
engineers is at Dawson Creek, and 
thousands of freight cars carrying 
construction equipment are ex- 

pected to pass through Alberta in 

the next few weeks. 
Would Be Protected Route. 

The roal will start at Fort St. 
John In Northern British Columbia 
and follow the genera! line of air- 
ports which Canada has constructed 
through Fort Nelson. Watson Lake. 
Whitehorse. Boundary and Big Delta 
to Fairbanks, Alaska. 

The bones of many gold hunters 
of 1898 lie along the 1.200-mile route 
chosen for the highway. It follows 
one of the trails used by men who 
ventured into the Yukon gold fields 
at the turn of the century. 

Through tundra and swampland, 
over prairies and mountain passes, 
the highway will provide a protected 
route to the American door to Asia. 
For defense or for offpn.se it will pro- 
vide a powerful weapon in the hands 
of the United States and Canada. 

Follows River Courses. 
Airmen who have flown the re- 

mote route say there would be nn 

very high passes to cross on the 
highway because river courses could 
be followed most of the wav 

The highway will connect with 
existing road systems of Canada and 
Alaska. 

The air route, like the proposed 
highway, was designed with military 
considerations in mind Military 
planes of short range or huge bomb- 
ers may be flown over it safely. 

Two Engineers Protest, 
Urging Coastline Route 
By the Associated Press. 

Two members of the Alaskan In- 
ternational Highway Commission 
said last night they had protested 
to President Roosevelt against the 
route selected by the United State'- 
Canadian Joint Defense Board for 
the overland route, contending it 
was a "blunder." 

James W. Carey, consulting engi- 
neer and member of the commis- 
sion. and Donald MacDonald, asso- 
ciate engineer and commission 
member, said they had asked that 
the Army and other agencies con- 
fer with the United States and Ca- 
nadian commissions. 

The two engineers advocated a 
more westerly route, near the coast- 
line. listing among advantages for 
such a route the following. 

Construction supplies could he 
landed from the sea at six different 
points: the route parallels existing 
road, river and lake transportation 
for more than half its length: 300 
of the 1.500 miles for such a route 
already is constructed; proximity of 
the route to coast would make pos- 
sible easy supplying of coastal de- 
fense bases; attack on the road 
from carrier-borne aircraft would be 
"extremely difficult due to fog. rain, 
snow." 

Shotgun Blasts Wound Four 
In Indiana Labor Affray 
By the Assoc atfd Press. 

BLOOMINGTON. Ind March 7.— 
Four men were wounded, two of 
them dangerously, bv shotgun blasts 
in a labor dispute yesterday at the 

I site of an abandoned stone mill on 
1 the South edge of Bloomington. 

Taken to a hospital were Duard 
Deckard, 18. Clear Creek, head 
wounds; Raymond Holtsclaw. 22. 
Bloomington, body wounds; Claude 
Hale, 30. Petersburg, shot in left 
arm. and Paul Shute. 38, Solsberry, 
shot in right hip. 

Attaches at the hospital said 
Deckard and Holtsclaw were in a 
critical condition. 

Sheriff Earl Baxter said the men 

had gone to the mill, which Is being 
razed, and demanded that workmen 
there be required to join a union. 
In the ensuing dispute the shots 
were fired. 

A Bedford wrecking rrew boss was 
held in jail on an open charge in 

! the affrav. 
— 

Edward B. McLean Buys 
2,510-Acre Ranch in West 
By the Associatfd Press. 

COLORADO SPRINGS. Colo, 
March 7.—Edward B. McLean, son 

of Mrs. Evelyn Walsh McLean, and 
his wife have bought a 2.510-acre 
ranch 22 miles northwest of Colorado 
Springs for a permanent home. 

The ranch was owned by George 
| Higginson, 3d. and Mrs. Virginia O. 
; Higginson, both of Brookline. Mass, 
i Mr. McLean said the deal involved 
j about $35,000. 

»_ 

Joseph T. Deal, 82, Dies; 
Former Representative 
By the Associated Press. 

NORFOLK. Va.. March 7.—Joseph 
T Deal, 82. former member of Con- 
gress from the 2d Virginia District, 
died today at his home here* 

He was a lumber mam^facturer 
and owner of large areas of land 
on the James River. 

Mr. Deal was elected to the Vir- 
ginia State Senate in 1919 and 
served as a Member of Congress 
from 1921 to 1929. 

He was a candidate for the Vir- 
ginia Democratic gubernatorial nom- 
ination in 1933. but was defeated in 
the primary by George C. Peery. 

Congress in Brief 
TODAY. 

Senate: 
In recess. 

House: 
Resumes debate over cut* in ag- 

i^ulture appropriation*. | 


