
Nazi Rationing Gave 
Lie to Claim America 
Entered War Too Late 

Correspondent Freed From 
Reich Lists Curbs 
Since January 
(After five months of enforced 

silence during his internment in 
Germany, Louis P. Lochner, chief 
of the former bureau of the As- 
sociated Press in Berlin, has 
reached the neutral soil of Por- 
tugal in a group of Axis-held 
Americans being exchanged for 
enemy aliens who were held in 
the United States.) 

By LOUIS P. LOCHNER. 
A**ociat*4 Preu War Corrae^ondent. 

LISBON. May 18.—Adolf Hltler’a 
declaration of war on the United 
States brought the aharpest, most 
audden upward curve In rationing 
that the German nation has yet 
aeen—giving the lie to the German 

Propaganda Ministry’i claim that, 
the United States’ entry Into the 
war would be too late to affect its 
course. 

There is perhaps no better way to 

demonstrate the manifest deterior- 
ation of the German economic posi- 
tion than to enumerate the more im- 

portant restrictions we were able to 

cull from the German press during 
our internment In Bad Nauheim 
from the beginning of 1942 to May 7. 

These restrictions and regulations 
follow in chronological order: 

January 7—A decree prohibited 
the exhibition in show windows of 

goods not available in normal quan- 
tities for sale in the store. Earlier, 
shopkeepers had been compelled to 
keep their windows attractively dec- 
orated with samples to give an im- 

pression of economic plenty. All 
such pretense was dropped four 
weeks after the United States en- 

tered the war. 

January 7.—“Feldkueche," a one- 

dish field kitchen meal, was made 
obligatory on all restaurant* for 
Mondays and Thursday*. The peo- 
ple were told it was the healthiest 

thing imaginable for them. 

January 16—Tobacco rationing was 

tightened with the introduction of a 

smoker's ration card. Women over 

25 were allotted half rations and the 

ration for men went down to three 

cigarettes or one thin cigar daily in 
some localities, two cigarettes in 

other places. 
Clearance Sales Banned. 

January 17—Clearance sales were 

forbidden. The real reason: Deal- 
ers no longer had anything to 

"clear.” The same day a drastic 
reduction in the number of passen- 
ger trains was announced. 

January 20—Merchants were 

warned not to make barter deals. 
This decree was intended to curb 
black market operations, some mer- 

chants preferring to barter their 
wares for desirable goods held by 
customers rather than sell them for 
cash. 

January 22—The nightly blackout 
hours were revised to save electric 
current. 

January 29—Restaurants were or- 

dered closed at 10 p.m. to save cur- 

rent and economize on help. 
January 30—The ration of eggs 

for February was set at two a per- 
son. An inventory of potatoes in 

private homes was ordered with the 
understanding that those with re- 

serves would not be allowed to pur- 
chase more for some time. 

January 31—Hat repairs, previous- 
ly exempt from ration restrictions, 
were included In list for which 
clothing “points” were required. 

February 1—Berlin hotels were 

advised they could not accept guests 
for more than three consecutive 
weeks or rent rooms for office pur- 
poses. Some persons had tried to 
overcome the coal shortage in their 
homes by taking warm hotel rooms. 

All Fairs Canceled. 
February 11—All fairs and exposi- 

tions in Germany—including the 
centuries-old Leipzig Fair—were 
canceled. ITiis was an admission 
that German manufacturers had 
nothing to offer and the transporta- 
tion problem was becoming more 
acute. 

February 13—The purchase of 
mourning clothes was restricted to 
the closest relatives of the deceased. 

February 14—Dancing was forbid- 
den even at private parties. 

February 17—Copper coins were 

withdrawn from circulation and 
cheap metal tokens substituted. 

February 18—The press an- j 
nounced that many more enter- 
prises producing goods for civilian 
needs would be converted into plants 
producing solely for war needs. 
Already some 80 per cent of civilian 
production had been stopped. 

Feberuary 19—Rationing of petro- 
leum began. 

February 20—To save paper, fam- 
ilies corresponding with soldiers at 
the front were told not to use en- 

velopes. Shoppers were urged to 

bring travel bags to stores to carry 
home their purchases. 

February 21—In Berlin, Breslau 
and other cities, seats were removed 
from streetcars to permit the crowd- 
ing of more people Into already 
overburdened public vehicles. 

February 24—Throughout the 
state of Hesse, and presumably in 
other places, special ration cards for 
alcoholic beverages were introduced. 

Butter Rations Cut. 

February 27—Butter rations were 

reduced to 62.5 grams (about 2 
ounces) a person each week. 

February 28—The sale of women’s 
hats was banned. 

March 1—Manufacturers were 
told to use ‘'ersatz" leaves for the 
outer covering of cigars. 

March 6—The Food Ministry or- 

dered a survey of all available truck 
gardening space throughout Ger- 
many. 

March 7—Steel bottles used in 
certain industries were made sub- 
ject to special permits. 

March 12—Farmers were urged to 
be most sparing and economical in 
the use of seeds during the spring 
planting. 

March 14—Clubs, societies and be- 
nevolent institutions were warned 
oot to amass fortunes but to keep 
their incomes liquid and at the 

disposal of the country. 
March i5-*-The collection of old 

and useless aluminum pots and pans 
was started. 

March 17—Any one applying for 
a special ration card was warned 
he could expect, a visit by an official 
who would make certain the article 
Was needed. 

March 28—The slogan for the day 
Was: “Plant more vegetables." 

March 26—Propaganda Minister 
Ooebbels announced that profiteers 

BRITISH PRACTICE LANDING OPERATIONS—Troops leap from 
an Invasion barge under cover of a smoke screen as landing ex- 

ercises are carried out by the Scottish command. King George 
VI witnessed these operations. —A. P. Photo. 

Australia's Retention 
As Part of Empire 

; Is Aim, Curtin Says 
j Prime Minister Seeks to 

Clear Up Misconception 
Of His Plea to U. S. 

By the Associated Press, 

j SYDNEY. Australia, May 18 — 

Prime Minister John Curtin de- 
clared in an address today that 
while Australia retained "the most 
serious devotion to the British Em- 
pire,” he^had been forced "to ap- 
peal directly to the United States 
because of the circumstances In 

: which Britain was placed.” 
I Mr Curtin told the Royal Empire 

Society he never has been able to 
understand the controversy which 
arose over a message he sent to 
President Roosevelt asking assist- 
ance, soon after the British forces 
in Singapore and Malaya had been 

| overrun. 
"Let it be clearly and definitely 

understood that the relationship 
between Australia and the United 
States, and between Australia and 
Canada, and between Australia and 
New Zealand all are governed by 
one supreme purpose — retaining 
Australia as an integral part of the 
British Commonwealth of Na- 

i tions," he said. 
Misunderstandings Reported. 

The Prime Minister said some of 
his appeals to the United States 
had caused misconceptions and 
misunderstandings. 

“With Malaya going. Russia ask- 
ing for guns and planes and other 
supplies. Britain, however keenly 

i she may have desired to do so, was 

incapable of sending help to Aus- 
tralia." he said. “Therefore, I make 
no apologies for a recent single word 
or statement I have made to the 
United States in regard to the Pa- 

j cific zone being of vital impor- 
i tanee." 
1 Mr. Curtin added that Australia 

soon might have to "meet the shock 
of war upon its soil, but I have no 

fear of the results." 
Meanwhile, one of Australia’s 

leading publishers. Sir Keith Mur- 
doch, wrote in the Melbourne Herald 

I that the Allies were taking an un- 

duly optimistic view of the situation 
in the Southwest Pacific and thaf 

I the Curtin government must im- 
press on Washington the need of 
many more ships and planes. 

"President Roosevelt's statement 
in his April 28 broadcast that ‘there 
is good reason to believe the Japa- 
nese southward advance has been 
•hecked’ is only symptomatic of the 
optimism that has obstinately col- 
ored Washington thinking about the 
Western Pacific,” Mr. Murdoch 
wrote. 

Greater Quantifies Needed. 
"We must get it into the minds 

of Washington authorities that 
planes and ships in much greater 
quantities are needed and we must 
induce Prime Minister Churchill to 
press in Washington for a larger 
share of American production for 
the British Empire." 

The Sydney Morning Herald in 
its lead editorial said the United 
States and Australian naval and air 
forces had won a great delaying 
action in the Coral Sea. 

"Given a little more of the fortune 
of war, we might have turned the 
repulse of the Japanese Into a rout,” 
the paper said, "as it is, we have 
to face the fact that a powerful 
and tenacious enemy was only 
thwarted in his plans to isolate and 
attack this country and he is back 
among the islands from which he 
sailed, replacing his warship losses 
and preparing to come again. 

“The Allies must be ready with 
enough In time to shatter the 
thrust.” 

Duce Inspects Sardinia 
BERLIN (from German broad- 

casts). May 18 UP).—Premier Mus- 
solini has just spent six days on a 
tour of inspection of a number of 
military units in the island of Sar- 
dinia, it was announced from Rome 
yesterday. 

I 
and barterers would be punished 
with death. 

March 31—Potatoes for planting 
purposes were put on the ration list. 

April 3—Sunday rest for farm- 
hands was suspended for the spring 
planting season 

Building Permits Revoked. 
April 5—All building permits pre- 

viously issued were revoked by the 
Minister of Munitions. The popu- 
lation was urged to put away leather 
shoes and use wooden shoes until 
late autumn. 

April 12—The collection of medici- 
nal herbs was made a patriotic duty 
to recompense the country tor loss 
of overseas medicaments. 

April 15—Persons above 70 were 
told they might obtain a little more 
than a half pint of milk daily if they 
gave up their meat allowance of 2.2 

pounds monthly. 
April 16—Vacations for civil serv- 

ice employes and officials were gen- 
erally shortened. Ten days later 

they were abolished completely. 
April 26—The greatest economy 

in traveling was ordered. 
April 29—Topcoats were rationed. 

May 1—Labor Leader Robert Ley 
told workers that the greatest 
sacrifices were still ahead. 

May 7—A council for munitions 
production was founded, with the 
expectation of increasing war pro- 
duction further. 

Black Market Thrives in Reich 
In Spite of Drastic Penalties 

Italy Is Pictured as Rife With Defeatism, 
But With Duce's Regime Probably Secure 

(Wartime conditions in Germany and Italy are disclosed in 
dispatches from Alvin J. Steinkopf, long-time member of the Asso- 
ciated Press Berlin bureau, and Richard G. Massock, who was chief 
of the Associated Press bureau at Rome. 

(Both dispatches were filed after the writers reached Lisbon, 
Portugal, after five months' internment, for exchange with enemy 
newspapermen who had been held in the United States.) 

— 

By ALVIN J. STEINKOPF, 
Associated Press War Correspondent. 

LISBON, May 18 —Germany Is a 
land of Irritating shortages, but It 
would be idle to assume that the 

; lack of many things of ordinary 
j living comfort means the nation is 

on the verge of collapse. 
While in Internment at Bad 

Nauheim, an acquaintance of this 
writer paid 10 marks (about $4) for 
two pairs of shoe laces. Behind 
this extraordinary transaction lies 
the story of the so-called Black 
Market, which flourishes today In 
Germany. 

A great number of commodities 
are not to be found In German 
shops, but they show up*In the 
Illegal Black Market, which thrives 

despite the death penalty and other 
drastic police efforts at suppression. 

German economy is geared to the 
needs of war and Inevitably over- 

looks many requirements of the 
civilians who find life increasingly 
difficult. The most casual shopping 
tour of wartime Berlin discloses 
that the citizen who is not at the 
front is getting along without many 
trifles which no one ever stopped 
to think were important to friction- 
less living. 

Article* Hard to Find. 

It is very hard to find shoe laces, j 
toothpaste, button*, thread, en- 

velopes. paper. paper clip*, 
suspenders, dust cloths, floor wax, 

light cords, typewriter ribbons or 

photographic film—to mention just 
a few of the little things one 

doesn't think about when speculat- 
ing on the meaning of total war. 

It would be false to assume that 
the blockade on internal needs has 

! become so acute that Germany can- 

not manufacture hairpins or tooth- 
| paste. The Reich could make such 
I things in abundance, but the su- 

preme economic planners have sim- 

ply decided that no labor or factory 
space must be devoted to anything 

I that is not primarily essential to 
the prosecution of the war. 

i So the manufacturer and mer- 

chant willing to risk violation of ; 
the stringent laws are making vast 

profits. 
Economically, it is the story of 

United States prohibition all over 

again except that the penalties are 

much more severe than those which 
confronted the American bootlegger. 

The Black Market merchant may 
be an ordinary shopkeeper who does 

j some stealthy undercover business 
with his favorite customers who do 
not mind paying prices far above 
the legally fixed limits. Or the 
Black Market trader may be some 

one you meet in a cafe who has 
French silk stockings or coffee. Or 
one may get in touch with the Black 
Marketer through a tip from a 

friend. 
Coffee $18 a Found. 

The Black Market's highest price 
for coffee quoted to this writer was 

40 marks (about *18> per pound. 
There are purchasers even at such 
a price because one of the effects of 
the war on Germany has been to 
Increase incomes slightly, but to de- 
crease sharply the number of com- 

modities which may be purchased. 
Price fixing and rationing have 

increased the amount of money in 

the citizens’ pockets and the cit- 
izens in many instances are doubt- 
ing whether saving is worth while 
in view of the certainty that the 

mark will explode like a rubber bal- 
loon if Germany loses the war. Thus 
the citizen does not mind paying 
too much for things he can enjoy j 
now. 

A curious feature of the German 
black market is the large number 
of Italians Involved in the busi- 
ness. The housewife may not know 
where to buy Jelly glasses, but the 
chances are that the thousands of 
Italian workers who have been 

brought into Germany can lay their 
hands on some. Despite the stern 

laws controlling conversion of Ger- 
man money into foreign currency, 
the Italians know the devious ways 
of getting cash to Italy. 

One of the current jokes in Ber- 
lin is that the best place to buy 
wines and liquors is at the Italian 
Embassy. 

Deals are not made at the Em- 
bassy itself, but a number of highly- 
placed employes can arrange the 
deal on the outside. Some Germans 
are beginning to mutter and grum- 
ble that the Reich possibly is too 
hospitable to Axis visitors. 

Penalties Are Severe. 
Penalties for black market opera- 

tions are severe and death sen- 

tences are frequent. 
A typical case in recent weeks was 

a special court action against Karl 
Winterling, owner of a factory at 
Rehau. He bought cowhides and 
tanned them without the requisite 
reports to the government and sold 
the leather to Heinrich Fischer, 
owner of a shoe factory at Selbitz. 
Fischer manufactured shoes and 
failed to pool them in what the 
German economists call “the whole 
reservoir of peoples goods.” He sold 
the shoes to merchants who retailed 
them outside the rationing avaeem 

Winterling was condemned to 

By RICHARD G. MASSOC'K, 
Aisocutcd Press War Correspondent. 

LISBON, May 18,—Italy Is an 
Axis ally of questionable value, a 

hungry land with no love for its 
war partners, rife with defeatism 
and disillusion, ridden with hard- 
ship and unrest. 

Italy's war with the United States 
is clearly unpopular. In fact, Amer- 
icans who languished in Italy for 
five months since Benito Mussolini 
sent Italy into war with the United 
States, believe that declaration dealt 
his home front a stunning blow. 

Yet. with Italy propped up by 
Germany, eirtually occupied by 
about 200,000 Nazis from one end 
of the peninsula to the other, and 
with no sign of effective opposition 
to Fascism, neither an Italian col- 
lapse from a food shortage nor an 
economic breakdown seems immi- 
nent. 

But the elements are lacking to 
make Italy an ally of predictable 
worth to the Axis. 

Anti-Nasi Feeling Grows. 
Mussolini apparently has become 

a virtual gauleiter under Hitler and 
as the Nazis tighten their hold on 
the country the Italians' deep-seat- 
ed antipathy for the Germans grows 
more Intense. 

As for the Japanese, there is 
some admiration for their swift 
successes, but Mussolini himself 
once characterized them as a bar- 
barian menace to Western civiliza- 
tion and some Italians profess 
shame that 11 Duce later told them 
It was "a privilege" to fight side by 
side with "heroic Japan.” 

A steady flow of picked German 
fighting men, chiefly airmen and 
submarine sailors, and many Ges- 
tapo agents are keeping the Ital- 
ians in line with the Nazo program. 

One phase of the discontent is 
the view that the war with the 
United States, although it means a 

long, hard struggle, encourages the 
widespread hope of German defeat. 

Indeed, some say half the Italian 
people would like to see Americans 
and British invade Europe as a 
means toward crushing Nazism and 
lifting from Italy the oppressive 
yoke of the Germans. 

While I was in Italy, Americans 
were regarded as friendly enemies. 
There was not one anti-American 
demonstration reported in all Italy 
since the declaration of war. 

Inured as they are to prlvatlo.i, 
the Italians are beginning to feel 
sharply the shortage of food, cloth- 
ing and fuel. Another winter may 
begin to take a toll of deaths from 
cold and hunger. 

Deficiency items even Include the 
Italians’ staples—bread, spaghetti 
and olive oil. 

Having depleted her insufficient 

death. Fischer was sentenced to 
eight years' Imprisonment and lesser 
terms were meted out to others in- 
volved. 

Death penalties are passed out 
liberally to Black Market operators 
who divert rationed food from peo- 
ple entitled to it. For an offense 
of this nature, two nurses of the 
Bethesda institution for crippled 
children at Angersburg, East Prus- 
sia, were turned over to the execu- 
tioner. They were Mathllde Arndt, 
head nurse, and Anna Rudeck, nurse 
in charge of the institution's kitchen. 

Kept Food From Children. 
Testimony submitted at a special 

court at Koenigsburg indicated the 
women withheld food from the chil- 
dren in their charge and conducted 
what the oourt called a thriving 
business. 

But the death penalties are im- 
posed for less serious offenses against 
food distribution regulations. 

The director of a munitions fac- 
tory at Braunschweig—Eugen Nu- 
bing—was 'ondemned to death be- 
cause he took 3 or 4 kilograms of 
meat weekly from the factory cafe- 
teria and kitchen. His private sec- 

retary, Alice Dettmer, who helped 
him smuggle meat out of the plant, 
was sentenced to six years' im- 
prisonment. 

So the executioner is hot on the 
heels of the illegal market operator, 
who perhaps is rightly regarded as 
one of the most dangerous enemies 
assailing Germany's inner front. 
But the Black Market merchant is 
a tough customer and his business 
is hard to stop. 
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stocks of war-essential raw materials 
—iron, copper and other metals as 
well as oil, rubber and some textiles 
—Italy has had to pay with great 
quantities of home-grown food to 
get these materials from Germany. 

Fruits, vegetables and canned 
i goods, once plentiful, are scarce. 

| Even in good years Italy must im- 

! port wheat to meet her neeas, but 
now Greece and Dalmatia look to 
her for some of their food. That 
explains, in part, why the Italians' 
bread ration was cut one-fourth 
last March, leaving them a daily 
allotment of three dark-gray 1- 
ounce rolls. 

Along with this, a Black Market 
has flourished for those Italians 
who can afford such prices as $2 16 
for a dozen eggs, $1 for a pound of 
chicken or butter, $25 for a pound of 
tea or a ham. 

These are only for the rich and 
Fascist party racketeers and ob- 
servers report widespread bitter re- 
sentment. Even Mussolini’s at- 
tempts to check the scandal have 
had little effect. 

Experts Study Problem. 
The high cost of living is the 

nightmare of the Fascist war econ- 

omy and Mussolini recently has 
been mainly concerned with a des- 

j perate attempt to halt inflation. 
Since his warning April 26 that 

the lira would be maintained “with 
good means if possible, with force if 
necessary, to prevent at any cost, 
first, the depreciation of the money 
and, finally, its complete cancella- 
tion,” II Duce's experts have con- 

centrated on the problem. 
Months ago Italians started a 

rush to buy everything from shoes 
to diamonds because they lacked 
faith in the stability of the lira's 

buying power. Millions were spent 
on Jewelry alone and Mussolini de- 
nounced those “thoughtless, hys- 
terical persons • • • who are 

rushing to buy the widest range of 
things from old daubs by unknown 
house painters to every kind of 
vase.” 

The government is trying to suck 
the national income into its treas- 
ury by^discouraging investments in 
real estate, securities and luxury 
goods, by controlling prices and ra- 

tioning consumers' goods 
The enormous war cost is plung- 

ing il-aly into debt at an estimated 
rate of 120,000.000.000 lire a year or, 
normally, more than $6,000,000,000. 

Other Forms of Borrowing. 
Two yearly loans combined yield- 

ed less than half the national budg-1 
etary deficit, so the government 
resorted to other forms of borrow- 
ing; for instance, ordering employ- 
ers to deposit certain reserves and 
then converting these funds into 
government bonds. 

Despite the government's efforts 
to drain off excess purchasing 
power, however, past months have 
witnessed a new upsweep of almost 
all prices except those of a few 
pegged articles. As a result, further 
measures are enforced to check this 
Inflation, which is real even though 
it has not yet reached the bank- 
note printing press stage. 

For the currency situation, as for 
almost everything else, the Italians 
have a joke; 

A man in a food store asks the 
price of figs. 

“One flg, one lira," the shopkeeper 
tells him. 

“What!” exclaims the customer,1 
“a flg isn’t worth a lira?” 

“You mean,” the dealer replies, “a 
lira isn't worth a fig.” 

Italian respect for the Duce of 
Fascism has dropped with the as- i 
cendancy of Nazi influence. The 
customary cheers for him are said 
to have grown half-hearted and he 
himself shows signs of ill-temper In 
his rare speeches. 

Regime Probably Secure. 

But, with no organized opposi- 
tion, his regime probably is secure.! 
Although the Italians’ dissatisfac- 
tion with both Fascism and Musso- 
lini is more marked than ever, their 
attitude is marked more by resig- 
nation than by resolve to make a 
change. 

King Victor Emmanuel, although 
still generally esteemed, is widely 
viewed as politically impotent, and 
Crown Prince Umberto, once the 
anti-Fascists’ white hope, now com- 

mands an army group and seems to 
have made his peace with the Fas- 
cists. 

In the view of many, rebellion is 

likely to come only if it is reason- 

ably sure of success with the aid of 
the army, which now remains loyal 
to the Royal House of Savoy, and 
possible military support of the 
United Nations. 1 

Nazis' Ex-Envoy Here 
Says U. S. Is Bluffing 
About Production 

Dr. Thomsen, in Lisbon, 
Brands Conflict as 

'Roosevelt's War' 
Br the Associated Proas. 

BERLIN i From German Broad- 
cuts), May 18.—Dr. Hans Thomsen, 
former German envoy In Washing- 
ton, was quoted in German dis- 
patches from Lisbon yesterday as 

saying the United States is bluffing 
about almost everything about its 

military production and deliveries 
of war material. 

"The astronomical armament 
figures particularly were a genuine 
Roosevelt bluff," Dr. Thomsen said 
in an Interview obtained during a 

reception at the German Legation 
in Lisbon Saturday night and broad- 
cast yesterday. 

“I am firmly convinced,” Dr. 
Thomsen was said to have added, 
“that the United States people, who 
would rather live in peace as far as 
their majority is concerned, would 
not benefit from Roosevelts war.” 

Dispatches from Lisbon said about 
950 persons, the diplomatic staffs 
and subjects of Germany, Italy, Bul- 
garia and Hungary from all parts 
of America, arrived Saturday from 
New York abroad the Drottning- 
holm, which will take the American 
diplomats and citizens back home. 

Among the passengers, these dis- 
patches said, were Johanna Hof- 
mann, former hairdresser on the 
German liner Europa, who figured 
in a startling espionage trial in 
1938, and the Italian Arctic explorer, 
former Gen. Umberto Nobile. 

Johanna Hofmann was convicted 
November 29, 1938, after a trial of 
seven weeks on charges of conspir- 
ing to steal military secrets of the 
United States. She was sentenced 
in Federal Court in New York on 

December 2 to four years in prison. 
Nobile twice navigated dirigibles 

across the North Pole. In 1928 the 
airship Italia crashed on an ice 
floe off Spitsbergen and eight mem- 

bers of the expedition wefe killed. 
Nobile incurred official displeas- 

ure as a result of the Italia crash 
and resigned his commission in 1929 
Later he made a comeback and at 
the start of the European war was 

teaching at the Lewis School of 
Aeronautics, a Roman Catholic in- 
stitution near Joliet, 111. 

The war interrupted his work and 
he was planning to go to Brazil 
for university lectures when the 
United States entered the conflict. 
Immediately his status became that 
of an enemy alien and he lived in 
a small hotel in Joliet until he left 
for Italy aboard the Drottningholm. 

Light Pennsylvania Vote 
Seen With Gas Rationing 
B; the AMociited Pre«i. 

PHILADELPHIA, May 18.—Penn- 
sylvania set up a testing ground 
for the Nation today to determine 
whether political party workers can 

get out the vote despite gasoline 
rationing. 

In 42 ration-affected counties in 
the State's populous East, workers 
will use few if any automobiles to 
carry voters to the polls tomorrow 
for primary balloting. In 25 west- 
ern counties exempt from fuel ra- 

tioning. however, it will be free ridei 
to the polls as usual. 

Even before detailed rationing 
plans were announced, party lead- 
ers had forecast a light vote. 

Republicans will choose between 
Senator Davis, former Secretary of 
Labor, and Maj. Gen. Edward Mar- 
tin. former commander of the 28th 
Division, only candidates for the 
party nomination for Governor. 

Aspirants for the Democratic 
nomination are State Auditor Gen- 
eral F. Clair Ross, former State 
Treasurer Luther A. Harr, Judge 
Ralph H. Smith and James J. Re- 
gan, an attorney. 

Ford Union, Biggest Local, 
Elects New Officers 
BJ the AMOcuted Prvsi. 

DETROIT. May 18—Paul Ste. 
Marie was elected president of Ford 
Local 600. United Automobile Work- 
ers-C. I. O., In a runoff election, a 
final tabulation of vote* showed 
yesterday. 

Mr. Ste. Marie, veteran union 
member in Ford's River Rouge 
plant, thus heads the largest single 
unit of any labor union in the 
country. 

A last-minute rush of votes for 
Mr. Ste. Marie defeated Pat Rice, 
who ran first in the primary elec- 
tion two weeks ago and who had 
been leading in the runoff election 
through Saturday night. 

Other major officers chosen were 
Percy Llewellyn, vice president ; j 
W. G. Grant, financial secretary, 
and Shelton Tappes, recording sec- 
retary. The president's post pays 
$5,000 a year, the other major of- 
fices $4,500. 

The year-old Local 600 comprises 
more than 80,000 members em- 
ployed in the River Rouge plant of 
the Ford Motor Co. 

_ 

Have you invested 
in your 'hare of~ 

U. S. WAR BONDS? 

Your money is urgently needed to further 
the winning of the war. Buy now and buy 
liberally. Bonds can be obtained at this 
office or at any other Building Association, 
Savings and Loan Association, Bank or 

Post Office. 

629 F STREET N. W. 

Goering Reported 
Putting Funds in 
Art Treasures 
By RICHARD G. MA88OCK. 

Associated Press War Correspondent. 

LISBON, May 18.—Reichsmar- 
shal Herman Wilhelm Goering, Hit- 
ler* No. 1 choice as hi* successor, 
is reputed in Italy to be soaking 
away money by buying up art treas- 
ures. 

Italian public opinion holds Ger- 
man tourists and numerous Nazi 
missions to Italy, stocked with lire 
allegedly bought abroad at "Black 
Market” rates, responsible for a con- 
spicuous part In a rush to convert 
money into precious gems and art 
objects. 

According to rumors, Marshal 
Goering had a buyer in Italy who 
bought up almost $1,000,000 worth 
of art treasures, pictures, tapestries 
and other valuables. 

I have seen the buyer's business 
card and I know one immensely 
wealthy Italian collector who said 
he refused to sell a picture to the 
Relchsmarshal. 

Terrific Mine Blast 
Heard 15 Miles Away 
Kills 3, Burns 2 

Flames Seen Three Miles 
From Scene of Explosion 
In West Virginia 

Br the Associated Press. 
McMECHEN, W. Va May 18 — 

A terrific explosion killed three men 

in the Hitchman Coal Ac Coke Co. 
mine early today and seriously 
burned two others. 

The company announced that 
eight other miners escaped unhurt. 
They were at first reported trapped. 
The bodies of Hardy Parks. 50, 

colored, and Mike Polus. 28. were 

recovered, but the body of John 
Mojaer, 55. was still missing, the 
company said. 

Daniel Polus. 22. brother of Mike 
Polus, and Albert Valenbols, 27, 
were taken to a hospital with burns. 

Guards kept spectators from the 
mine entrance because the explosion 
knocked down high tension wires, 
severing mine power lines. 

The eight uninjured men were In 
a section possibly a quarter of a 

mile from the explosion, which oc- 

curred near the entrance. When 
their power failed they made their 
way to safety. 

A preliminary check failed to show 
definitely the nature of explosion, 
although observers agreed it prob- 
ably was caused by an accumulation 
of gas. 

The blast was heard a distance of 
15 miles. Tonques of flame shot 
from the entrance of the slope mine 
and were visible at Bellaire, Ohio, 
3 miles distant across the Ohio 
River. These ignited the tipple, 
but this fire was quickly exting- 
uished 

The force of the explosion caused 
large fissures in the earth flanking 
the shaft into the mine. 

The mine employs approximately 
300 men. but one of three shifts—the 
11 p m.-7 a.m. tour—was temporarily 
discontinued a week ago. Normally, 
110 men work on a shift. 

30 More Cargo Ships 
To Go Down Ways in 
Record Launching 

Event Friday Will Start 

Two-Vessels-a-Day 
Production Rate 

Br the Auoeiited Pr**i. 

Thirty cargo vessels will go down 
the ways in American Shipyards 
Friday in what a Maritime Commis- 
sion announcement said would be 
the "greatest mass launching of 
merchant ships" since the vast ship- 
building program started. 

The launchings will be a part of 
the National Maritime day cere- 

monies, but Rear Admiral Emory S. 
Land, Maritime Commission chair- 
man, said no launchings had been 
delayed to make it possible. Twen- 
ty-five freighters already have been 
put Into the water this month. 

The greatest previous mass launch- 
ing took place September 27. when 
14 merchant ships, including the 
first of more than 1,500 liberty ships 
now under contract, went down tha 
ways. 

Maritime day, Admiral Land said, 
will mark the beginning of a two- 
completed-shlps-a-day production 
rate for American yards engaged in 
the war effort. The first phase of 
the program provided for a launch- 
ing a day. 

The program calls for the con- 

struction of approximately 2.300 
ships of 23.000 000 deadweight tons 
in 1942 and 1943. Approximately 
130 freighters have been completed 
so far this year. 

In the mass launchings Pacific 
Coast yards will send 11 ships down 
the ways. On the Atlantic Coast 
seven yards will launch nine ves- 

sels, while six Gulf yards will launch 
eight. Two will take to the waters 
of the Great Lakes. 

wm 
Ideal weather far painting—Wins- 
low Pure House Paint the satis- 
factory paint ta n»e. Only 92.HO v*l 

922 N. Y. Ave. NA. 8610 
ADVERTISEMENT. 

Inflamed Eyes? 
Get prompt relief with Lavoptik. Also 
soothes granulated eyelids relieve* tired 
sore, itching, sticky, burning or Irritated 
eye? or money refunded ti.*> years success 
Praised by thousands. Get Lavoptik today 
■Eye-cup included I Ai all druggist* 

1 Insulation 
for GREATER 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Fuel Merchanta tinea IMS 
NA. 3068 ME. 4500 

MEN in government and industry require fast, 
lependakle transportation. That's where Union 

Pacific Streamliners play an important part. They are 

on the job—day in and day out. 

And so it is with Union Pacific freight service. Pro- 

duction and assembly plants demand a steady stream 

of materials and parts. Union Pacific freight locomo- 

tives, powerful giants of the rails, are keeping 'era 

rolling so that Uncle Sam can "keep 'em flying." 

Today, our Nation's war program comes first and 
Union Pacific is cooperating to the fullest extent. We 

appreciate the patient understanding of travelers who 
are not always able to obtain the accommodations 

they desire. Our thanks to you for your past and 
future cooperation. 

1019 National Prat* Bid#., Washington, D. C. 
Phene Republic 0600 
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UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD 
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