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Federation War Work 
No other paradox in human ex- 

perience is more difficult to compre- 
hend than that of good arising out of 
evil. Yet the truth of such a relation 
of cause and effect is evident. For 
example, it has been shown beyond 
any reasonable question that religion 
is prospering in wartime as never it 
did in the days of approximate peace. 
The impact of the present struggle 
with the Axis aggressors has pro- 
duced a new enthusiasm for worship, 
a new concern for the maintenance 
of high ethical standards, a new ap- 
preciation of spiritual idealism. 

In the Nations Capital specifi- 
cally the Washington Federation of 
Churches demonstrates the efficiency 
of this revival of interest in religious 
activity among the people. Repre- 
senting 170 local congregations, it 
constitutes a “united front” for Prot- 
estantism in the prevailing crisis. 

Through its central office and its 
several departments, men and wom- 

en who in the past have thought of 
themselves as being primarily Bap- 
tists, Congregationalists, fresbyte- 
rians, Methodists, Lutherans, Dis- 

ciples or Episcopalians are learning 
that, for the moment at least, they 
are not divided by any compelling 
doctrinal difference. A co-operative 
service, a mutual cause, brings them 

together for a common purpose. 
Help for soldiers and sailors in the 

armed forces of the United States 

and for defense workers in the Gov- 
ernment and in private employment 
is an obvious objective upon which 

emphaste necessarily is put. But the 
federation also is busy aiding chil- 

dren in families affected by the war 
and. by other problems. Its social 

welfare branch is affiliated with the 
Community Chest, its Women's Coun- 
cil assists at Gallinger Hospital and 
the Juvenile Court, its chaplain at 

Lorton carries the Word to the pris- 
oners there, its latest effort is a sur- 

vey of suburban areas in behalf of 
neighborhoods lacking adequate 
church facilities. To meet the chal- 
lenge of the era the whole city-wide 
association has been brought up to 

date and in line with the most suc- 

cessful enterprises of the same gen- 
eral sort in other places. 

Such endeavor, of course, benefits 

the entire population of the District 
Of Columbia. It therefore merits 

general support. 

Is Washington Ready? 
In view of Secretary of War Stim- 

COn’s assertion that a Japanese air 

raid on the United States mainland 
is “Inevitable” and that It is “not 

wholly inconceivable” that Washing- 
ton will be bombed in reprisal for the 
Tokio raid, the question naturally 
arises as to whether the Nation’s 
Capital is ready to deal with such an 

emergency. It would be difficult to 

give a yes-or-no answer to that ques- 

tion, for the fact of the matter is that 
while much progress has been made 
in the nearly six months since Pearl 
Harbor, much remains to be done 
before Washington truthfully can be 

said to be reasonably well prepared 
to stand up to whatever the Axis may 
have to offer. 

How far Washington is today from 

a state of complete preparedness may 
best be illustrated by the fact that 

the city is yet to experience Its first 
all-out surprise air-raid rehearsal. 

The initial daylight weekday test also 
is still in the future. (It will be held 
next Tuesday.) The two most recent 
blackouts, for which the public re- 

ceived ample advance notice, re- 

vealed alarming inadequacies. The 

communications system — the very 
nerve center of rescue, fire control 
and first-aid work—was hopelessly 
bogged down with “urgent” mes- 

sages on each occasion. Although 
national and some local officials 
ascribed the communications failure 
to the existing centralized control 

plan and recommended decentraliza- 
tion of the hookup, the recommenda- 
tions have not been carried out, ap- 

parently because of differences of 
opinion over the proposal. There 

have been other conflicts and contro- 
versies within the local civilian de- 

fense organization and the chiel air 
raid warden’s resignation reflects 
some of them, still to be adjusted. 
The laws fixing authority for official 
acts in blackouts still are inadequate 
and much equipment still is lacking, 
presumably because of difficulty in 
obtaining priorities. 

At a recent conference in Balti- 

more with civilian defense authori- 
ties of Maryland, Colonel Lemuel 
Bolles was quoted as expressing 
thankfulness over the good fortune 
Of the District in having been spared 
from attack before civilian defense 
preparations were completed. Wash- 

ington will be fortunate, indeed, if 

our enemies continue to defer any air 
raids they may have planned until 
the city is better p:spared to meet 
the challenge. 

The Hard Way 
The man who likes to do things the 

hard way is a familiar character. If 
there is an easy approach to a prob- 
lem he will have none of it. He 
knows there is a hard way to per- 
form the simplest task, and he burns 
up prodigious amounts of energy in 
search of it. But the most needlessly 
involved effort of this hypothetical 
character is as nothing when com- 

pared with the manner in which the 
Government has handled the prob- 
lem of rubber conservation. 

There is nothing complicated 
about the facts of the situation. All 
of the raw rubber that we have—and 
we can get no more—will be needed 
for war purposes. It will be at least 
two years, and probably longer, 
before there will be any synthetic 
rubber available for the manufac- 
ture of tires for civilian use. The 
tires now on the private automobiles 
in the country, which are essential 
to our transportation system, will 
not last that long at the present 
rate of driving. Therefore, driving 
must be curtailed to conserve tires. 

That is really all there is to the 
question, but the salient facts have 
become so obscured and the real 
issue so confused by an almost 
incredible mass of conflicting state- 
ments that the serious business of 
prosecuting the war is beginning to 
be eclipsed in the public mind by the 
artificial tempest which has been 
stirred up. 

Most of the experts who have 
studied the problem are agreed that 
the only effective way to curtail 
driving is to ration gasoline. Cer- 
tainly it is not possible to assign a 
Government agent to keep watch on 

every private car. But it is equally 
foolish to attempt to convince the 
motorist in Oklahoma or Texas, 
where ordinary gasoline has become 
virtually a by-product of war in- 
dustry and is available in such over- 

abundance as to be almost a drug on 
the market, that it is necessary 
to save gasoline. Likewise, it is 
difficult to convince motorists any- 
where that they should conserve 
their own tires when they see new 
tires rapidly deteriorating on thou- 
sands of new cars parked on open 
lots—cars which the dealers are for- 
bidden to sell by Government decree 
but for which the Government 
apparently has no immediate use. 

What is the average motorist to 
believe when responsible Govern- 
ment officials announce that the 
rubber shortage is so critical that it 
may become necessary to com- 
mandeer privately owned tires at 
almost the same time that the Presi- 
dent is expressing the casual thought 
that everything may work out all 
right because he hopes that a non- 
rubber tire will be developed before 
the present tires wear out? 

All of the facts of the rubber situ- 
ation surely must be in the posses- 
sion of the Government by this time. 
If the shortage is as critical as It 
has been represented to be, and if 
the hope of relief is so remote, why 
not tell the people so in a clear-cut 
and authoritative statement? Then, 
if gasoline rationing is the only 
feasible approach to rubber conser- 
vation, why not submit a national 

gasoline rationing program to the 
public for the sole purpose of saving 
rubber? The people will accept such 
a program if they are convinced that 
it is necessary, but they will be skep- 
tical of it as long as the need 
remains in doubt. So why not put 
an end to the preposterous confu- 
sion which has grown out of this 
business of saying one thing in one 

quarter today and something differ- 
ent in another quarter tomorrow? 
The real problem of saving rubber 
is a simple matter of good faith and 
direct dealing. Why not stop going 
about it the hard way? 

The War Production Board now 
rules that any woman over 5 feet 8V2 
inches is exempt from limitations as 

to brevity of skirts. The same ex- 
emption applies to all judges’ robes. 
Any good judge will tell you that the 
deciding factor as to whether or not 
a lady avails herself of this exemp- 
tion is not so much her height as 

something else again. 

Virginia has designated June 22 as 
’’Aid to Russia Day.” Other States 
might well follow suit, for Russia 
has certainly done every one of them 
a favor. 

Tomorrow's Parade 
Patriotic residents of Washington 

undoubtedly will make the most of 
their opportunity to witness the Me- 

morial Day all-military parade to be 
staged on Constitution avenue tomor- 
row afternoon, beginning at four 
o’clock. Not for a long time has 
there been such a-display of the Na- 
tion's fighting forces and equipment 
in the Capital. A large audience 
therefore is assured for the spectacle. 

Units from all arms of America’s 
military organization are to march— 

infantry, field artillery, cavalry, coast 
artillery, air force and armored 
force included. Exhibits of bridge 
and road building facilities, ord- 
nance, etc., will be shown. The Navy 
is to be represented by a company of 
bluejackets and a battalion of Coast 
Guardsmen; and the Marine Corps 
will have its Quantico battalion of 
marines in line. 

Brigadier General John T. Lewis, 
commanding general of the Military 
District of Washington, has been 
named grand marshal of the parade, 
and he will have as his guests all 
such survivors of the Union Army of 
the Civil War as may be available 
and able to participate, as well as 

several groups of Spanish War and 

World War veterans. The Army, 
Navy and Marine Bands are to play. 
At the end of the procession there 
will be a tank battalion and a pro- 
visional battalion from Bolling Field. 

So far as it. is feasible, the troops 
taking part in the great military 
pageant are to be of local origin. As 
civilians many of them made their 
homes in Washington. The parade, 
therefore, will be in a certain sense 
“a family affair” and the people of 
the community should be quick to 
realize that fact concerning it. 

Harry Renton Bridges 
In ordering the deportation of 

Harry R. Bridges, thereby reversing 
a ruling by the Board of Immigra- 
tion Appeals, Attorney General Bid- 
die has taken what seems to be the 
only course that is consistent with 
the facts of the case. 

The question of Bridges’ status as 
an alien has been hanging fire for 
six years. Proceedings to deport him 
were instituted four years ago, but 
were dismissed after a hearing pre- 
sided over by James M. Landis, then 
dean of the Harvard Law School, 
who followed the Supreme Court 
ruling in the Strecker case that, 
under the law. ‘‘past” membership 
in the Communist party was not a 

ground for deportation. Congress 
promptly amended the law to make 
such membership “at any time” a 

deportable offense for an alien, and 
a second proceeding against Bridges 
was instituted. 

inis nearing was conducted by 
Charles B. Sears, presiding inspector 
for the Justice Department, and a 
former member of the New York 
Court of Appeals. After a lengthy 
hearing, Judge Sears held that 
Bridges had been affiliated with the 
Communist party and recommended 
that he be deported. This finding 
was reversed by the Board of Immi- 
gration Appeals in an opinion which 
ignored the evidence submitted to 
Judge Sears by the Government and 
undertook in seemingly arbitrary 
fashion to pass upon the integrity 
of witnesses who had not been before 
the board. The effect of the Attorney 
General’s action is to uphold the 
finding by Judge Sears, a result 
which appears to be fully warranted 
by the evidence and which is certain 
to strengthen public confidence in 
the department’s immigration pro- 
ceedings. Bridges, of course, has a 
right *>f appeal to the courts. 

It is stating the obvious to say 
that this case has assumed an im- 
portance out of all proportion to the 
question of whether Bridges, as an 
individual, is in this country unlaw- 
fully. Many Americans are convinced 
that he is a dangerous radical and 
that his continued presence here is a 
menace to our form of government. 
Others believe just as firmly that 
the Committee for Industrial Organ- 
ization union leader has been perse- 
cuted because of his political beliefs 
and his militant labor activity. Still 
others will wonder why the Govern- 
ment, in the name of national unity, 
should pardon Earl Browder, Com- 
munist party leader, after he had 
been convicted of a passport fraud, 
and move at the same time to deport 
Harry Bridges because-he has been 
affiliated with the same Communist 
party. 

The answer probably is that in 
each case the rise and fall of public 
opinion has been only remotely 
related to the facts and the law. 
Browder, an American citizen, actu- 
ally served a jail sentence appro- 
priate to the specific offense for 
which he was tried and convicted. 
Bridges, an alien, will not be deport- 
ed without having full opportunity 
to exercise all of his legal rights. 
If, in the end, he is sent out of the 
country, it might be well to remem- 
ber that he has been in the United 
States for twenty-two years, that on 
three occasions he has initiated citi- 
zenship proceedings, but that he has 

! 

never been sufficiently interested in 
becoming a citizen to see any of 
them through. 

Medical Rationing 
In an address to the Massachusetts 

Medical Society at Boston a promi- 
nent physician sounded an ominous 
note. With so many doctors being 
assigned to the armed forces, he 
said, there may not be enough to 
go around for civilian use, unless 
they are rationed. 

Here is a headache for physicians 
and Government alike. What, in the 
name of Hippocrates, should be on 
an A card, the kind that Citizen John 
Smith gets after waiting for hours in 
line? As the head of a family, prob- 
ably it will be good for a case of 
measles, mumps and chicken pox for 
each child. Also, if the race is not to 
die out, it should be good for the 
birth of at least one more child. So 
much for reasonably foreseeable 
demands—but what of the rest? 
Every man, if he is a true patriot, 
will try to cut down on the luxury of 
illnesses. He will endeavor to stay 
well for the duration, even if it kills 
him. But perhaps fate will interrupt 
his patriotism. If he is stricken with 
appendicitis at a time when his card 
is all punched out. will he apply to 
the medical rationing board for a 

B-3 card, or will he get a bootleg 
doctor? 

And think of the suffering of 
chronic hypochrondriacs unable to 
get X cards, and forced to choose 
painfully between scores of ailments 
ranging all the way from flat feet 
to dandruff? This decision alone 
may worry them into an early grave. 

Out in certain Detroit country 
clubs one must turn in an old golf 
ball in order to buy a new one. Just 
another little difference that has 
crept into the ancient and honorable 
game: In the land of its birth if one 

has an old golf ball he does not worry 
about a new one. 

Proposed Legislation 
Mgy Control Unions 

Writer Believes House 
Will Pass Bill 
To Discipline Labor 

By Bertram. Benedict. 
The Hobbs bill specifically bringing 

trade unions under the 1934 anti-racket- 
eering act was reported favorably to the 
House of Representatives by the Judici- 
ary Committee on Tuesday. Two other 
bills recently reported by the Committee 
would require unions to file periodic 
financial statements and would place 
them under the anti-trust laws. 

The House may pass the Hobbs bill 
aimed at trade union racketeering. For 
one thing, politically powerful farm or- 
ganizations seem to be supporting the 
measure. Also, last December the House 
passed, by almost a 2 to 1 vote, the much 
stronger Smith anti-strike bill. (How- 
ever, it must be admitted that at the time 
the House membership was profoundly 
disturbed by the captive coal mine strike 
and other defense strikes). The Smith 
bill went to the Senate Committee on Ed- 
ucation and Labor, which so far has 
shown no disposition to act on it. 

The anti-racketeering act covers “any 
person who obtains, or attempts to 
obtain, by the use of, or attempt to use or 
threat to use, force, violence, or coercion, 
the payment of money.” However, the 
act goes on to make this exemption: 
“Not including, however, the payment of 
wages by a bona fide employer to a bona 
fide employe.” 

mis exemption was pointed to by 
the Supreme Court on March 2 last In 
upsetting the conviction of members of 
the Teamsters Union in New York City. 
These had stopped out-of-State vehicles 
coming into the city and by violence had 
compelled the vehicles to be turned over 
to them for driving to the point of de- 

livery, at the union rates of pay. The 
majority decision by Justice Byrnes 
(Justices Roberts and Jackson not par- 
ticipating) practically invited Congress 
to enact something like the pending 
Hobbs bill. The court observed, after 
holding that Congress had meant to ex- 
empt such activities as those of the New 
York teamsters: "This does not mean, 
however, that such activities are beyond 
the reach of federal legislative control.” 

In a sharply worded dissent, Chief 
Justice Stone declared that a truck 
owner who only because of fear of vio- 
lence paid the New York teamsters to 
take over his truck could not be con- 
sidered a "bona fide employer” of the 
teamsters, nor could the "extortioners” 
be called his employes. 

Until 1914 the Sherman Anti-trust Act 
of 1890 was held to cover trade unions. 
In the Clayton Act of 1914 (Sec. 20> Con- 
gress was generally believed to have ex- 

empted unions from anti-trust suits, but 
that interpretation was later upset by 
court decisions. 

On February 3. 1941, the Supreme 
Court, in a decision by Justice Frank- 
furter, held trade unions exempt from 
anti-trust suits in the pursuit of normal 
trade union activities. Justice Murphy 
did not participate: Justice Stone filed 
a separate concurrent opinion holding 
that the indictment did not properly 
charge violation for the Sherman Act. 

In St. Louis the carpenters’ union had 
struck against the Anheuser-Busch Com- 
pany, in a jurisdictional dispute with 
the machinists (also A. F. L.) as to 
which should do certain millwright 
work. The carpenters also had called 
a boycott of Anheuser-Busch beer. The 
Frankfurter decision declared that in the 
Norris-La Guardia Act of 1932 Congress 
had clearly showm its intent to exempt 
trade unions from anti-trust prosecution, 
as Congress thought it had done In the 
Clayton Act. True, the 1932 act only 
limited the issuance of injunctions, but 
it showed what the thought of Congress 
was. 

The Roberts-Hughes dissent called th? 
majority decision a "process of con- 
struction never heretofore indulged 
in by this court No court has ever 
undertaken so radically to legislate where 
Congress has refused to do so.” 

Relates How Colors Service 
Started at St. Thomas' Church. 
To ine Editor of The Star: 

I read with a great deal of pleasure 
the editorial under the heading “Colors 
Service” in the Sunday. May 24. Star, 
and I wish to express the appreciation 
of the Military Order of the World War, 
of which I have the privilege of being 
the head, and also my personal gratifi- 
cation at your recognition of this service. 

As the founder of this service in Wash- 
ington I have been very happy to see 
its appeal and telling effect. 

During the extreme pacifists era, I 
did not feel that those who expressed 
contempt' for American heroes spoke 
for American Christianity. With this 
thought in mind, and as (at that time) 
a member of the vestry of St. Thomas' 
Church, I arranged with the then rector, 
the Rev. Dr. C. Ernest Smith, for a 

massing of the colors service on Sunday, 
February 12, 1928. 

We were extremely fortunate in having 
the loyal support of the various veteran 
groups, including the American Legion, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Daughters of 
the American Revolution, Sons of the 
American Revolution, Grand Army of 
the Republic, Disabled American Veter-' 
ans of the World War, United Spanish 
War Veterans, American Veterans Club, 
Army and Navy Union and Military Or- 
der of Foreign Wars and Daughters of 
1812, and were equally fortunate in 
having as our speaker on that occasion 
the Rev. Arlington A. McCallum, rector 
of St. Paul’s Church, a World War 
front-line chaplain —who subsequently 
was for many years the chaplain general 
of the Military Order of the World War. 

This service received such hearty re- 

sponse and approval that those of us 
Interested in this work set about to find 
an appropriate and sufficiently large 
place for another service. 

We secured the co-operation and 
support of the Right Rev. James E. 
Freeman, bishop of Washington, and 

with the single exception of the bi- 
centennial year when the service was 

held at the Washington Monument 
Grounds'by special reauest in order to 
accommodate a congregation of 25,000, 
the services have been held on the 
Sunday next preceding Memorial Day 
in the open-air amphitheater of the 
Washington Cathedral. 

With the very broad vision and mind 
of Bishop Freeman, these services have 
been kept as non-sectarian as possible 
and we have had in these services the 
co-operation of all faiths. 

ENNALLS WAGGAMAN, 
Commander-in-chief, Military Order 

of the World War. 

THIS AND THAT 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

“QUINCY PLACE N.E. 
“Dear Sir: 

“The quietest Sunday in Washington 
in 30 years. 

“Everybody asleep. 
“The neighborhood is a brooding calm- 

ness. The dogs, the birds, the cats, even 
the rascal blue Jay, all, It appears, have 
felt the gasoline squeeze. 

“The old clock ticks louder than I 
ever heard it, the children are atill and 
life is as it should be. 

“Nice to think, concentrate and the 
nerves arb just doing splendidly. 

“Keep up the good work. 
“The phone rang once today, other- 

wise it rings Insistently. 
“Beautiful stillness, heavenly stillness. 

“Very truly yojirs, A. D.“ 
* * * * 

No doubt many will be able to sym- 
pathize with this correspondent. 

That first Sunday after gasoline ration- 
ing went Into effect was quiet, Indeed. 

Already, however, people are beginning 
to recover. 

The cars are back on the streets, 
rationing or no rationing. 

For a few days there were noticeably 
fewer cars. Soon they were back again, 
at times it seemed as if all of them 
were back. 

People walked to church, who hadn’t 
done it for many years. 

Now they discover, perhaps, that there 
is gas left in the old buggy yet. 

* * * * 

Quietness, it seems at times, is for- 
eign to the human animal. 

Despite all the noise abatement cam- 

paigns In large cities in recent years, 
there is plenty of noise. 

Noise, of course, is the other fellow’s 

noise. 
Quiet is a state of mind, in part. 

Philosophers are able to find peace amid 
turmoil. Most of us are not so fortunate, 
but are the perpetual victims of our 

own little ears. 

What many persons do not understand 
is how sensitive some people’s senses are. 

They do not realize—and are quite honest 

about it—that another person may have 
hearing 10 times as acute as their own. 

There is a general feeling that all men 

are endowed with practically the same 

set of hearing organs. Nothing could be 
farther from the truth. 

For every man who is plainly deaf, 
there are evidently hundreds or thou- 
sands who are partly deaf. 

Noises do not strike on their ear drums 
with the same intensity with which they 
beat and roar at the ears of really sen- 

sitive persons. 
We are not Inclined to believe that this 

is solely a matter of nerves. Nerves are 

Important, truly! They make or unmake 
life. But when it comes to ears or eyes, 
the hearing and seeing must have some- 

thing to do with it, in themselves. 
It is the same way with the nose. 

In the old days, many pioneers claimed, 

with much truth, that they could smell 
bears long before they taw them. 

To the person who could not. this 
claim, no doubt, seemed ridiculous, but 
the facts spoke for themselves. 

Today we do not wrinkle up our noses 
for bears, but have to stand a variety of 
odors which the pioneers never even 
heard of, much less smelled. 

Gasoline fumes have become so com- 

mon that most persons never give them 
a thought, even when they Invade the 
privacy of a living room by way of the 
front door. 

Sensitive persons resent all types of 
smells except the ones they happen 
to like. 

It is much the same with sounds. 
One music enthusiast will like sym- 

phonies, another will prefer “Jazz” or 

"hot” music. 
The first wrinkles his forehead In 

astonishment at the taste of the second. 
The latter has good ears, too, and his 

musical enthusiasm may make place for 

symphonies, too. 
Sounds are to some degree what we 

make them. When it comes to ordered 
sounds, or music, to give it Just one 

name, we will find that experience and 
an open mind play large parts. 

There is no other subject in the world 
in which many men show their narrow- 

ness so definitely. They do not realize 
that good music may be simple, as well 
as complex, that the genuineness thereof 
depends upon the musical integrity of 
the composer. 

Thus he who originates a simple folk 

song may be, musically, on a par with 
the symphony composer, provided that 
he knows what he Is doing with equal 
intensity. 

Quietness Is a boon which most city 
people prize, despite the plain fact that 

often enough they show disregard for It. 
One of the reasons why they so in- 

sist on their annual vacations, perhaps, 
is the desire, often unrecognized to get 
away from the noise. 

Even two weeks on the farm, in the 
mountains or at the seashore, give 
them a chance to reacquaint themselves 
with less crowded areas, where naturally 
there is not so much noise. 

It is noticeable that natural noises 
often are not as insistent and there- 
fore annoying to sensitive persons. 

The blue jay, for instance, although 
he screams to high heaven, does not 
annoy many people. 

The coo-oo notes of the dove sound 
no louder close at hand than a block 
away. 

This is the good quality of strictly 
natural sounds. 

A dove at the window sounds soft and 
low, just as it sounds in yonder grove. 

This is the essential quality of real 
music. Thus we would find that a com- 

plete real symphony orchestra in an 

ordinary living room would not sound 
too loud, not in the same strident way 
of a radio with a poor speaker. 

Letters to the Editor 
Tells of Personal Experience 
With First Poison Gas. 
To the Iditor of The 8t»r: 

A letter by M. Stewart appeared In 
The Star recently in which he stated 
that the British were the first to suffer 
from the use of poison gas in warfare. 

Being a survivor of that •‘first” gas 

attack, I thought you might be inter- 
ested in the following: 

On April 21, 1915, we were holding a 

trench near Ypres. The 3d Brigade, 
C. E. F., were stationed on our left and 
French Colonial troops (Moroccan), oc- 

cupied the sector on their left. At 5 
pm. chlorine was used against the Mo- 

roccans. The gas was plainly visible to 

us as their trenches were only one-half 
mile from ours. The Germans occupied 
their trenches and that night our left 
was in the air. The next morning at 
dawn chlorine gas was released against 
us right in front of the trench in which 
I was stationed. The Germans attacked 
immediately afterwards and were re- 

pulsed. 
Tear gas was used before chlorine. On 

April 19, 20 and 21 occasional shells 

containing tear gas exploded in our 

midst. 
EDWARD A. CLOSSAY. 

Regiment No. 38, 8th Battalion (90th 
Winnipeg Rifles', 2d Brigade. 1st 

Division, Canadian Expeditionary 
Force. 

Calls Attention to Tin Signs 
Along New Defense Highway. 
To the Kditor of The 8tar: 

Big tin beer and ginger ale signs are 

beginning to show their hideous faces 
along the new defense highway from 
Morgantown Bridge to La Plata. 

How can advertisers get miles of 

painted tin for this purpose at a time 
when the Government’s need for tin 
is reported to be great and householders 
cannot get enough paint to use on their 
homes? 

Homemakers who are raising victory 
gardens and preparing to conserve fruit 
and vegetables in glass, at the urgent 
request of the Department of Agricul- 
ture, so the armed forces may have 
more canned foods, are naturally much 
puzzled by these gaudy new signs which 
mar the beauty of the Charles County 
highjvay. 

The Federal Government and the 
State of Maryland are building this 
new highway jointly. Surely Federal 
and State officials should take steps to 
protect the public against a second 
Baltimore Boulevard. 

Widespread use of tin, cloth and paper 
in roadside signs doesn’t make sense 
at a time when Uncle Sam is urging 
conservation and deplores efforts at 
“business as usual.” 

CHARLES STEPHENSON SMITH, 
President, La Plata Garden Club. 

Discusses Modern Leaden 
In Terms of Medieval Fable. 

To the Editor of The Stir: 
In England, in 1410, Henry IV was 

king. He assembled his parliament. At 
once that puissant body of lawmakers 
petitioned him “humbly and prayer- 
fully”: “It has become known that you 
have it in for some of the members. In 
fact that you have a heavy grievance 
against a number of your lieges come 

to this present parliament. And now we 

beseech thee to declare them to be faith- 
ful followers and trusty servants.” He 
did. But later on, in his own good time, 
he got square with these "soreheads," 
anyhow. 

Brings to mind the presidential 
“purges,” also squabbles with John L. 

Letters to the Editor must 
bear the name and address of 
the writer, although the use of 
a pseudonym for publication is 
permissible. The Star reserves 
the right to edit all letters with 
a view to condensation. 

Lewis. The latter is not a sitting mem- 

ber, but he acts as if he were. Let the 
President be pleased to reinstate these 
lieges into their former privileges as 

providers of "pap" and "pork" and "pie." 
He may do so in the cause of national 
unity. 

But then such amnesty cannot be 
taken for granted. These debonair indi- 
viduals, on occasion, are pretty hard 
boiled eggs. There was Taft. To most of 
us he was “the jolly fat man.” But, so 

I noted once, when properly riled, he 
could be as vindictive as an old maid of 
homely aspect who has been Jilted in 
love. "Hell hath no fury like a woman 

scorned." Or than a Caesar or Augustus 
who is being balked. 

PRED. VETTER. 

Pleads for Prayers 
To Strengthen People. 
To «,ne Eh 1 tor of The Star: 

As we approach Memorial Day and 
pay homage to our soldier dead, let us 

re-dedicate ourselves, not only to the 
task of preserving a "government of 
the people, by the people, for the people,” 
but also to the task of establishing a 
better social order, and the advance- 
ment of spirituality. 

To that end let us have special prayers 
in churches of all creeds, and also In 
our homes. 

It is very fitting at this critical time, 
that we should turn reverently to God 
for strength and guidance in order that 
each one may have help to do his utmost. 

CLARA BOYNTON HADLEY. 

Suggests Official Transportation 
For Girls Working Evenings. 
To the Editor ol The Ster: 

Girls are being brought to this city by 
the hundreds for war work, and at the 
same time the city is being Infested 
with criminals. 

Some of these girls are placed on 

night shifts and let out at midnight to 

go to their homes without escort. It 
occurs to me that something should be 
done to protect these midnight work- 

ing girls, some of whom, I am told, must 
walk as much as eight blocks to reach 
their homes. 

Why not provide buses, station wag- 
ons or other vehicles to pick up those 
who have no conveyance or escort and 
take them to their homes? 

G. B. LIKENS. 

Inquires About Fooling 
Delivery of Milk. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

It appears that we are to have our 
milk deliveries cut to one every two 

days. All right, we say, if that helps 
the war effort. 

If you should look out the window 
on our street about 11 any morning you 
would see at least three different milk 
delivery trucks meandering up the 

street, pausing here and there to deliver 
milk at three or four houses* 

Is there some very good reason why 
these companies could not pool their 
deliveries? 

Probably we would feel better about 
this reduction in service, too, if we did 
not wonder why there are so many ice 
cream trucks, and even why there U 
house-to-house bread delivery. 

CECILIA TAYLOR. 

Haskin's Answers 
To Questions 

By Frederic J. Haskin. 

A reader can get the answer to any 
question of fact by writing The Eve- 
ning Star Information Bureau, Fred- 
eric J. Haskin, director, Washington, 
D. C. Please Inclose stamp for return 
postage. 

Q. What Is the ratio of males to 
females In the United States according 
to the last census?—H. T. D. 

A. The Census Bureau reports that 
there were only 453,909 more males than 
females in the United States In 1940, as 

compared with 1,499,114 more In 1930. 

Q. How many Hindus are represented 
by Pandit Nehru?—S. D. B. 

A. As the leader of the Congress party, 
Nehru represents 270,000,000 Hindus. 

Q. What is the favorite dish of Amer- 
icans?—R. 8. 

A. According to the National Restau- 
rant Association, ham and eggs ranks 
first. 

Q. How many ractory workers are 

there for every soldier?—B. W. 8. 
A. There are at present about 23 

factory workers for every soldier. 

Favorite Hymns—A collection 
of the best loved hymns of all 
denominations. Includes 151 
hymns, complete with words and 
music. Your favorite is prob- 
ably among them. The book is 
6 by 9 inches in size, and has an 
attractive, durable, colored cover. 
Completely indexed. To obtain 
your copy inclose 20 cents in coin, 
wrapped in this clipping, and mall 
to The Star Information Bureau. 

Name 

Address 

Q. At the inauguration of what Presi- 
dent was a mistake made in administer- 
ing the oath of office?—B. R. D. 

A. Helen Terwilliger, a 13-year-old 
girl, wrote Justice Taft that he had mis- 
quoted the oath of office when he admin- 
istered It to President Hoover. The 
sound films proved the girl’s contention 
was correct. He used the words, ''pre- 
serve, maintain and defend" instead of 
“preserve, protect and defend.” 

Q. Where in Jerusalem Is the Wall- 
ing Wall?—C. D. A. 

A. The Walling Wall Is the outside 
west wall of the Temple precincts. Since 
the fall of the Jewish state In 70 AD., 
It has been a place of pilgrimage where 
Jews have mourned. During the Roman 
era they were permitted to come only 
once a year and It was here that they 
recited the Lamentations. 

Q. In which country Is the rata of 
•infant mortality lowest?—8. N. 

A. New Zealand has the loweet infant 
mortality rate of any country to the 

world. 

Q How many eggs does an ordinary 
house fly lay?—R. 8. E. 

A The female fly begins to ky sggs 
In about 10 days after having trans- 

formed to adult form. From 78 to 150 

eggs are deposited at a stogie laying and 
since the laying Is repeated about #r*ry 
20 days, a single fly may, in all, deposit 
over 2,000 eggs. 

q what is good soil for a window 

garden?—B. O. A. 
A. Horticulture suggests a good gar- 

den loam, a little sand, sifted leaf mold, 
and a small amount of good general 
fertilizer well mixed with the aoll. The 
addition of a little charcoal helps to keep 
the soil sweet. 

Q. How many national parks are there 
In Canada?—F. L. B. 

A. There are 26, extending from Nova 
Scotia to British Columbia. 

Q. Please name the Bishops of the 

Norwegian Lutheran Church who re- 

cently resigned their offices.—E. 8. 
A. Bishop Andreas Fleischer (Bergen!, 

Bishop Wollert Krohn-Hansen (Tromso), 
Bishop Gabriel 8. Kogestad (Stavan- 
ger). Bishop Hille (Hamar), Bishop 
Johan Steren (Trondheim), Bishop 
Berggrav (Oslo, Primate of the Nor- 

wegian Church), Bishop Maronl (Agder 
Diocese). 

Q. Who is the guerrilla leader for 
whose capture the Nazis have offered a 

reward of $1,000.000?—D. C. F. 
A. Gen. Draja Mikhailovitch, leader of 

the guerrillas in Yugoslavia. 

Q. How large is the largest sundial 

ever built?—R. T. D. 
A. Milham, in Time and Time Keep- 

ers. says that the largest sundial ever 

built is at Jaipur. India. It was erected 
in 1730 by Jai Singh II, Maharajah of 

Jaipur, and restored in 1902. The 

gnomon is 147 feet long and 90 feet 

high. The shadow falls on a great stone 

arc having a radius of 50 feet. The 
shadow moves about a foot in 5 min- 

utes. 

Q. Is the title "dictator" a new one?— 
C. McV. 

A. It was originally the appellation of 
a chief magistrate Invested with absolute 
authority, elected in times of emergency 
by the Romans. The word occurs In 

the English language as early as 1387. 

Brothers Once More 
Will there be flowers for all the new- 

made graves 
In alien fields where now our sol- 

diers sleep, 
Or tender requiem of wind and waves 

For those who lie in secret ocean’s 
keep? 

All earth is filled with beauty. There 
win be 

For them strange blossoms that we 

know not of; 
Starlight will find their graves by 

land or sea 
And bring the aching message of 

our love. 

There, close at hand, will be the rest- 
ing place 

Of those they fought—the futile 
strife at end— 

Brothers once more, sons of the hu- 
man race 

With nothing to distinguish foe 
from friend. 

By a world's madness driven from 
home to die, 

Wrapped in how deep a peace these 
brothers lie. 

INEZ BARCLAY KIRBY. 
a 


