
Two Views of Germany 
Dorothy Thompson and Lilian Mowrer 

Disagree on Attitude of Its People 
By Mary-Carter Roberts. 

Listen, Hans 
By Dorothy Thompson. (Houghton Mifflin.) 

Rip-Tide of Aggression 
By Lilian T. Mowrer. (William Morrow.) 
Opposing views of wartime Germany are reflected in these books by 

two woman journalists. Dorothy Thompson holds that there is much good 
1 in the German people and that well-planned appeals to that goodness can 

be counted on to have an effect. Lilian T. Mowrer, wife of Edgar Ansel 
Mowrer and journalist in her own right, holds that the entire course of 
the German nation since the Armistice has been one of dishonor and 
maintains that it is useless to try to deal with the German people ,in 
expectation of any better kind of behavior now. Mrs. Mowrer does not 
limit herself solely to Germany, it is true, but pays her sharp respects 
also to Italy and Japan. But she makes it clear that she regards Germany 
as the heavyweight Axis member. 

There is an interesting contrast in diametrically opposite views 
coming from two writers who have had first-hand experience with German 
politics and personalities. 

Miss Thompson's book is divided in two parts. It includes the broad- 
casts which last summer she directed at r.n officer in the German Army 
who is a friend of hers—the “Hans” of her title. In these talks, she 
warned Hans of the invincible strength of the United States, furnished 
him with the true war news which is banned in the Reich, and appealed 
to his better nature to rebel against Hitler and call his fellow's to do the 
same. In another section, the book states why Miss Thompson felt that 
such an appeal would be of any effect. 

Germany, she says, is not happy under Hitler, has never been 
Hitlerized beyond its mere surface, and would be glad to throw off its 
shame and return to a place among the decent nations if only it could 
find a leader to show it the way. Miss Thompson assures us that Hans 
is a real person, that he managed to let her know that he had heard her 
talks, and that he wanted to know what peace terms Germany could 
expect from the United Nations. 

Miss Thompson's reply is indicative of the tone of her whole book— 
a combination of shrewdly based facts and expansive idealism. 

For the facts, she says that Germany under Hitler can only look 
forward to eventual war with Japan, even in event of victory in the 
west, since the Japanese arc now inflaming the east with hatred of 
all western powers, and “the logic of fascism is that, having consumed 
all other states and nations the survivors must attempt to consume 

each other.” For the idealism, she says that a new world is in process 
of birth and that there is a place for Germany in it. Germany as a great 
power, “provided it is a Germany which accepts the principles of freedom 
and equality.” It is clearly not beyond Miss Thompson's ability to believe 
that Germany may do this 

She has faith in the existence of a large body of virtuous Germans 
Who have no sympathy with Hitlerian doctrines. The fact is, however, 
that with sympathy or without, these virtuous Germans have supported 
Hitler's wars w’ith every means in their power, and idealists less deter- 
mined and hard-working than Miss Thompson may well fail to compre- 
hend how the purity of the German soul can cancel out the foul deeds 
of German arms. To Americans particularly, this problem is likely to 
seem difficult, for. unlike Europeans, we have never gone in for national 
souls, national minds or other collective excuses for individual respon- 
sibility. We do not belong to the roller-towel school of spirituality—an 
American who commits a crime cannot wipe it off on the American mind 
or get out of it by pleading that, basically, the American soul is noble. 
Apparently, a German can. The reviewer will go along with Dorothy 
Thompson on her facts, for in facts she has a brilliant record of being 
accurate. 

Lilian Mowrer is concerned in her book with facts and facts only. 
The picture she presents is of a Germany that never repented the assault 
it made on civilization in the First World War. that sought peace when its 
armies were beaten in that war only in order to build up fresh armies, 
that, accepted the Versailles Treaty fully intending to get out of its 
obligations, that, pleaded inability to pay reparation for the injuries done 
other nations while it hoarded money to build armaments to attack those 
nations again, that deliberately followed a course of whining, lying, 
sneaking and sniveling generally and that met no sturdy opposition at 
any time from the virtuous Germans who presumably did not approve. The Versailles Treaty was not too tough, says Mrs.' Mowrer. and the 
whole tragedy of the post-war course was that the victorious nations 
treated Germany as an honorable opponent. She says much the same 
sort of thing for Italy and Japan when she considers their cases. 

Mrs. Mowrer's book is not profound. It is in a way of being a sort 
of primer of war causes. Mentally, it is in large type. But, like many j primers, its simple statements are realistic. "The bad dog bites.'' says ; the elementary text in words of a single syllable, and no one can find 
an error in the proposition. In effect. Mrs. Mowrer says, "The dog that ! 
bites will bite again," That, too, would seem to show a certain realism. 

What Does Gandhi Want? 
By T. A. Raman. (Oxford University Press.) 

My Appeal to the British 
By Mahatma Gandhi. Edited by Anund T. Hingorani. (John 
Day.) 
The sources from which these two books have been compiled are 

much the same. Both consist mainly of articles written by Gandhi for 
his newspaper. Harijan. and of interviews Riven to press representatives.' 
Both are chronologically arranged. The first book opens with a state- 
ment made by Gandhi in 1939 and closes with an article published last. August 9. the day of Mahatria’s arrest. The selections between are i 
by no means complete—the volume is only a little over 100 pages long— i 
but. they are intended to include the important statements of policy in 
relation to the war. 

The second volump is made up entirely of excerpts from Gandhi's 
articles in Harijan and of accounts of press interviews condensed for 
Harijan by the late Mahadev Desai, Gandhi's former secretary. It covers 1 

the period from April 26 to July 26. 1942. 
The great distinction between the two books is that the first-named j Is slanted editorially to show Grudin's inconsistencies. The various! 

quotations from his writings and statements are linked by Mr. Raman 
with comment pointing their weaknesses or contradictions. In the last- 
named volume, there is no comment accompanying the quoted articles, 
except a brief foreword by the publisher which refers to the frequently made charge of inconsistency and answers it with a passage written by- 
Gandhi in 1939, as follows: 

"My aim is not to be consistent with my previous statements on a 
given question, but to be consistent with truth as it may present itself 
to me at a given moment. The result has been that I have grown from 
truth to truth: I have saved mv memory an undue strain, and what is 
more, whenever I have been obliged to compare my writings even of 50 
years ago with the latest, I have discovered no inconsistency between 
the two. But friends who observe inconsistency will do well to take the 
meaning that my latest- writing may yield, unless, of course, they prefer 
the old. But before making the choice they should try to see if there 
Is not an underlying abiding consistency between the two seeming incon- 
iisteneles " 

For a man who is so elaborate on the point, however, and in spite 
of Mr. Raman's picking, there appears remarkably little contradiction in 
Gandhi's position on Anglo-India relations and the war. Tire reviewer 
was able to discover just one major point on which he changed his 
stand, and that change he made deliberately, as a result of thinking 
the matter over. Originally, he went on record as believing that Britain 
should renounce all claims to India and should accompany this renuncia- 
tion by a withdrawal of her troops from Indian soil. Later, while not 
changing his conviction that Britain should giro up her Indian claims, 
hp expressed himself as willing that British and other United Nations’ 
troops should remain in India for the purpose of fighting Japan. For 
the rest, he stands firm, and the gist of his case is as follows: 

That Britain has no right to India. That the declaration by which 
India was declared at war with the Axis powers was made by Britain 
without consultation of the Indian people, whose lives it affected. That 
Britain's claim that the war is for democracy is meaningless, particularly 
In India, as long as she denies self-government to the Indian nation. 
That India, subjected, has nothing to fight for except the triumph of 
British imperialism, or, that is, continuation of her own subjection. That 
Britain has no right to India. 

Side by side with his passion for India's independence stands his 
passion for non-violence as the true weapon by which the present war 
must be won. Asked if Japan would not surely rush into India if Britain 
withdrew, he said that he thought not, but if she did. he would endeavor 
to cause his countrymen to resist her non-violently. A free India, he 
said, might elect to take an active part in the war on the side of the 
United Nations. He would try to determine that this should be a demon- 
stration of non-violence. It would be a moral victory which would mark 
a new era in history, he felt, if India should take that course. 

Mr. Raman's criticisms of Gandhi are based on his belief that the 
Mahatma has a delusion that he is "Gods instrument" end that his 
personal convictions are direct reflections of God's will. I’e also charges 
that Gandhi is ignorant of international affairs and 01 ccnditions in 
other countries. He accuses him of exaggerating the wrongs done the 
Indians by confiscation of property for defense purports, and says he 
was unreasonable on the Cripps proposals. His major charge of incon- 
sistency rests on Gandhi s statement, made in December. 1941. that he 
would not call a mass movement in protest during the war. It was his 
announcement, made last summer, that he was about to call such a 
movement, that brought about his arrest. 

Bombs Away 
By John Steinbeck. (Viking Press.) 

Writing in a plain, sober, journalistic style, Novelist Steinbeck has 
turned out a little descriptive book on the training of American Air Force 
crews. Particularly, he has written about the crew of the heavy bomber, 
which, he says, is "the champion," "the backbone" of air power. Bom- 
badier. gunner, pilot, navigator, radio engineer—he describes the educa- 
tion of each, and lists the qualities the jobs require. It is all straight 
factual writing, and yet—such is the mark of the artis'.—when, at the 
end of his reporting, Mr. Steinbeck tells how one new bomber crew- 

got its first submarine, and the young man who released the bombs 
•‘smiled happily at the navigator and then * • * leaned over and kissed 
the bombsight,” something happens inside the reader, and he knows that 
his emotions have been subtly led along by a master hand. 

Going back then to examine what Mr. Steinbeck has been up to, the 
reader realizes that the whole book is a restatement of the old American 
doctrine of individualism and belief in ourselves and in national qualities 
of resourcefulness, keeness and self-reliance. 

“Two generations of young men." he says, “have couped up their 
cut-down Fords, have kept them going with spit and wire long after 
they should have gone on the junk heap, have torn them down and 
rebuilt them, until they know every polished surface, every scarred and 
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worn bearing, every pitted cylinder. 
Keeping their crazy cars going, they 
have learned motors more com- 

pletely than they could have in any 
other way. * * • These boys in 
high schools and on farms know 
motors as lew people in the world 
know them: and Army instructors 
say these young men make the best 
possible flyers—the farm boys who 
have kept the old tractors pounding 
over the land after they were worn 

out." 
And again, about gunners, Mr. 

Steinbeck says: “When he was 6 
years old, his father gave him a .22 
rifle and taught him to respect it 
as a dangerous weapon, and taught 
him to shoot it at a target. At 9, 
the boy ranged the hills and woods, 
hunting squirrels, until the pointing 
of his rifle was as natural to him 
as the pointing of his finger. At 
12, the bov wa.s given his first shot- 
gun. • • • Luckily for us, our tra- 
dition of bearing arms has not gone 
from the country, and the tradi- 
tion is so deep and so dear to us 

that it is one of the mast treasured 
parts of the Bill of Rights—the right 
of all Americans to bear arms, with 
the implication that they will know 
how' to use them." 

Bits like that, fitted neatly into 
the smooth course of the report, 
have their effect, and the modern 
bomber team, with all its myste- 
rious mechanical apparatus and 
mathematical controls comes, under 
Mr. Steinbeck's treatment, to blend 
right into the tradition of American 
arms which began with the melting 
down for bullets of the statue of an 

alien king and the loading of mus- 

kets, when needful, with pebbles in 
lieu of shot. That tradition has 
taken a lot of buffeting lately. It 
is amusing to see how naturally and 
easily it reasserts itself in the face 
of real danger to our country. 

Hitler, Man of Strife 
By Ludwig Wagner. (W. W. 
Norton.) 

This new biography of Hitler is 

adequate, but does not add any- 

thing of importance to what has 

already been written about the 

house painter who became con- 

spicuous. It offers about the usual 
account of the Hitlerian childhood, 
stressing the harsh papa rather 
than the tender mamma and put- 
ting considerable weight on the 
sense of inferiority, both social and 
personal. It deals with the flop- 
house days on the basis of what 
is known and foreswears Conjecture, 
so that the legend of a Jewish 
sweetheart, which appealed to the 

imagination of previous biogra- 
phers, is given no countenance. It 
traces the various idols to whom 

the great man has given his adora- 
tion. and finds, in the teachings of 
these models, the germ of most of 
what now passes for Hitlerian doc- 
trines—Karl Leuger, Georg von 

Schonerer. Karl von Haushofer, 
Alfred Rosenberg, a Prof. Potsch— 
out of tfle words of these can be 
discovered the whole of “Mein 
Kampf.” as Mr. Wagner sees it. He 
mentions, incidentally, that Hitler 
was not a corporal, as he has been 
so widely described, but a mere 

first class private, but says that his 
bravery in war cannot be doubted. 
Hitler, he says, would always be 
brave when he was fighting under 
authority, his cowardice in the beer- 
cellar putsch being attributable to 
the fact that he was then on his 
own. There was no one to give him 
an order and that scared him. The 
lesson was remembered and the 
authoritarian state was subsequently 
devised so that no one would ever 

be scared again. 
The part of Hitler's life which fol- 

lows his rise to power is public 
property and Mr. Wagner tells it 
in terms of history rather than in 
the personal vein. There is no sen- 
sationalism in the work. 

I BEN AMES WILLIAMS, 
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One of India’s famous sons, Krish- 1 

nalal Shridharani, has this to say of : 
his country and America: “In 
acknowledgment of the welcome; 
mistake of Columbus, I venture to 
suggest, Americans should discover 
India on their own. • • • India 
is not merely the least understood, 
but also the most misunderstood 1 

member of the United Nations. The 
first step that Americans might take, 
therefore, in learning the truth 
about their Indian allies is to un- 

j learn what the Kiplings and the 
Katherine Mayos have told them.” 

India's history reaches back into 
time almost 6,000 years. A full pic- 
ture of her arts and culture and so- 
cial problems is presented in “The 
Legacy of India,” edited by G. T. 
Garratt. He states that its pur- 
pose is to remove one cause of the 
quarrel between the educated Indian 
and the educated Englishman: The 
Englishman's failure to appreciate 
the old traditional culture of the 
people with whose destiny that of 
his own country is so closely inter- 
mingled. Both British and Indian 
scholars have contributed to its 
pages. A concise, intelligently bal- 
anced introduction to the whole sub- 
ject is C. E. M. Joati's “Story of 
Indian Civilization.” 

Gandhi's Successor. 
Since Jawaharlal Nehru has been 

announced as Mahatma Gandhi's 
successor, his autobiography, 
“Toward Freedom,” is required read- 
ing. It is a complete exposition of 
the Indian cause. Edgar Snow, 
closely acquainted with Indian af- 
fairs, says of him: “He is the most 
scrupulous and the most chaste in 
his political life of all the Asiatic 
leaders. Beside him most Western 
politicians seem spiritual pygmies.” 

Another important book is written 
by Krishnalal Shridharani, poet and 
dramatist. His “My India, My 
America.” tells much of India's peo- 
ple, her leaders, the story of the Na- 
tionalist movement and her strate- 
gic role in the war. He contrasts the 

two civilizations he has known: ! 
India, with her ancient, crowded 
history, and America, among the 
youngest of the nations. 

Two recent books deal with the 
present crisis. A brief statement of 
India's aims is contained in "India 
Today,” a compilation edited by W. 
E. DufTett. It views Indian nation- | 
alism from both sides, and ends | 
with a resume of the Cripps mis- 
sion. More recently, Kate L. 
Mitchell has written a popular, i 
journalistic account, "India Without 
Fable; A 1942 Survey.” She paints 
in the background from which In- 
dia's problems have developed, and 
appeals to Americans to intervene 
for the nation's independence. 

Recent Periodicals. 
Columbia University has begun a 

series of pamphlets, "Theaters of 
War,” the first of which is on India. I 
The University of Chicago Round 
Table discussed India on April 5 of 
this year, and one of the Oxford 
Pamphlets on World Affairs, by L. 
F. R. Williams, gives an excellent 
summary of this country. Stimulat- 
ing accounts have appeared in re- 
cent periodicals. The Yale Review 
for March. 1942, has "The British 
View of India's Problems." by R. 
Holland; Asia magazine for the same 
month has "Union Now With India,” 
by Lin Yutang, and Fortune for 
April, 1942, contains an article by 
Jawaharlal Nehru. “India's Day of 
Reckoning,” in which he states his 
demands for a freedom worth the 
fighting. 

A notable work of fiction and, at 
the same time, a subtle probing of 
the Hindu and tlie Moslem mind, is 
E. M. Forster's "Passage to India.” 
Louis Bromfield deals with life in a 
modern Indian state in "The Rains 
Came,” a novel not precisely a work 
of art, but exciting reading. 

The Public Library, Eighth and K 
streets N.W., lists these and numer- 
ous other works on India. Many of 
them also may be found at the vari- 
ous branch libraries. 

Mr. Justice Holmes 
By Francis Biddle. (Scribner's.) 
Attorney General Biddle, one of the long list of distinguished neo- 

phytes who served their apprenticeship in the law in the chambers of 
Oliver Wendell Holmes, undertook the difficult task of writing a short 
biography of the venerated Civil War soldier-jurist. In consequence, the 
reader gets an all-too-brief glimpse of Justice Holmes and the Supreme Court in an era when the philosophy of the law, and of those interpreting 
it, differed radically from present-day standards. It is. however, an 
interesting picture that Mr. Biddle has sketched against the background 
of the year he served as secretary to Justice Holmes, and of the many 
succeeding years their association continued. 

The book—only 207 pages—serves to dissipate what probably are 
commonly-held views regarding the subject of the biography. Justice 
Holmes, it is reasonable to assume, usually is thought of in the role of 
vigorous dissenter; as the liberal crusading against the powerful, whose 
viewpoint was more than likely to be reflected by the majority opinion 
of the court. To the contrary, Mr. Biddle says. Justice Holmes em- 
phatically was not "a champion of causes." He refused to concede that 
the fourteenth amendment could be invoked at will to pro ect what he 
considered unsocial practices, but he had an ingrained respect for property 
rights, and certainly nothing in common with the share-the-wealth 
school of social reform. As the justice wrote on one occasion: 

"I believe that the wholesale social regeneration which so many now 
seem to expect, if it can be helped by conscious, co-ordinated human effort, 
cannot be affected appreciably by tinkering with the institution of 
property, but only by taking in hand life, and trying to build a human 
race. * * • The notion that, with socialized property, we should have 
women free and a piano for everybody seems to me an empty humbug." 

No doubt with a thought for the period through which this Nation 
now is passing, Mr. Biddle devotes considerable attention to Justice 
Holmes’ attitude on civil liberties in wartime, as evidenced by his opinions 
in a series of cases flowing from the Espionage Act of 1917. It fell to 
Justice Holmes to write the decisions which upheld the Schenck and 
Prohwerk convictions for distributing literature designed to obstruct 
the draft, and the conviction of Eugene V. Debs for preaching that the 
war was inspired by capitalists. The task was distasteful, the biographer 
relates, because the war had ended before the cases were concluded, and 
"it seemed to him a petty business for the Nation to pick up and pro- 
secute.” But this feeling did not deter him from writing in the Schenck 
case, in which the act was upheld: 

“When a nation is at war, many things that might be said in time of 
peace are such a hindrance to its effort that their utterance will not be 
endured so long as men fight, and • • • no court could regard them as 

protected by any constitutional right.” 
Justice Holmes came to the Supreme Court on February 4, 1901, after 

20 years on the Supreme Judicial Court of Massachusetts—his home—the 
last three of which he was chief Justice. He was an appointee of Theodore 
Roosevelt, who then was engaged in trying to break up the Northern 
Securities Co., a Morgan-Hill holding company organized to consolidate 
the Northern Pacific, Great Northern and Burlington, by a trust law 
prosecution under the Sherman Act. 

Writing to Senator Henry Cabot Lodge of Massachusetts regarding 
the appointment, President Roosevelt commented that "Judge Holmes’ 
whole mental attitude is such that I should naturally expect him to be in 
favor of those principles in which I so earnestly believe.” But "Holmes 
didn't tell Roosevelt that he despised the Sherman Act,” and although 
Roosevelt eventually won the Northern Securities case when it reached 
the Supreme Court, the vote was 5-4, Justice Holmes dissenting and 
"leading with him, Chief Justice Fuller, White and Peckham.” 

Roosevelt never forgave that. J. A. FOX. 

Biography of a Business 
By Marquis James. (Bobbs-Merrill.) 
This biography of the Insurance Co. of North America, covering 

150 eventful years, begins and ends in times of national peril. The 
author, who wrote biographies of such great Americans as Andrew Jack- 
son and Sam Houston, has vividly pictured the personalities of Phila- 
delphia businessmen who practically originated marine insurance in the 
days Just after the Revolution. 

While the fascinating and very human story contains more biography 
than history, the wealth of historical information shows how the hostile 
attitude of foreign nations toward American shipping nearly wrecked the 
company in its early stages. Presiding at the birth of the concern, in the 
State House in Philadelphia in November, 1792, John M. Nesbitt sat in the 
same armchair which John Hancock had occupied while presiding over 
the momentous sessions of the Continental Cogress in July, 1776. 

Virtually the first 22 years of the North America’s life were spent 
amid conflict on the seas. Its part in keeping the American flag afloat 
during that troubled era was noteworthy; and if the flag hadn't been kept 
on the seas between 1793 and 1815 it would fly nowhere now. Or, at least, 
that is the opinion of the author of this book. EDWARD C. STONE. 

: 
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Time of Peace 
By Ben Ames Williams. 
i Houghton-Mifflin.) 

If you wish to collect your 
thoughts on the decade which end- 
ed with Pearl Harbor you will find 
this book particularly appealing in 
its content and manner of presenta- 
tion. In the author's own words, 
voiced by a character, this is the 
story of "not what happened but of 
what Americans thought was hap- 
pening and of their developing mass 

opinion about world events.” 
The job of writing about a decade 

which is still fresh in the reader's 
mind is a demanding one. but Ben 
Ames Williams is up to it. He tells his 
story of world-shattering events in 
such a manner that it is synchronized 
with warm human relationships. At 
many points his story of a father 
and an adolescent son and their 
friends is overdrawn, but perhaps 
the process of the American mind 
changing from isolationism to a war 

psychology was equally overdrawn. 
Nothing is so evident in the story 

of the past 10 years as the impact 
upon the world of President Roose- 
velt and Adolf Hitler—"Hitler with 
his ruthlessly destructive program. 
Mr. Roosevelt with his Utopian 
dreams." Putting into the mouths 
of his characters a composite of 
editorial opinion, the author does 
an outstanding resume of opirion on 
Mr. Roosevelt's domestic and foreign 
policies. Current events color the 
fact that, in the bitter 1936 cam- 
paign, Col. Prank Knox, as Repub- 
lican candidate for Vice President, 
said that. Mr. Roosevelt's policies 
left ‘‘no insurance policy secure, no 
savings account safe.” The same 
events overshadow public reactions 
in 1937. when the President made 
the Chicago speech in which he 
declared that the policies of Ger- 
many and Japan menaced the 
United States by their "present 
reign of terror and international 
lawlessness” and suggested that the 
peace-loving nations quarantine the 
aggressors. 

The feeling of futility which star- 
tled college students who were 
suckled on “false pacifism.” the ap- 
pearance of Wendell Willkie as a 

political figure, the slow but sure 
realization that emotions outweigh 
opinions when war is upon us, claim 
their place in the author's picture. 
Pearl Harbor gives it a flaming red 
frame. 

Ironically, the title. “Time of 
Peace,” has the connotation that in 
time of peace we prepare for war by 
rearing children, only to give them 
at last to the armed forces. The 
book makes easy and stimulating 
reading. JOE RICHMAN. 

Brief Reviews 
BIOGRAPHIES. 

Post'* Biographies of Famous 
Journalists, edited by John E. Drew- 
ry 'University of Georgia Press'—A 
series of brief histories of famous 
newspapermen and women of the 
present generation. Originally pub- 
lished in the Saturday Evening Post. 

Continuous Performance, by Car- 
rie Balaban (Putnam's'—The life of 
A. J. Balaban, the theaterical mag- 
nate. 

HUMOR. 
With a Hay* Nonny Nonny. by 

Elliot Paul and -Luis Quintanilla 
(Random House'—Satire on the 
movies moral code. 

HEALTH. 
Adventure in Blood Transfusion, 

by Bertram M. Bemheim. M. D. 
(Smith & Durrell'—Popular ac- 
count of blood banking, how it is 
done and what results. Useful. 

How to Retire and Like It, by 
Raymond P. Kaighn (Association 
Press)—A little book of advice, very 
sensible, for those about to give up 
active labor and enjoy their earned 
leisure. 

HAROLD DENNY, 
"Blhind Both Limit.- 

Life Among Our Enemies 
Correspondent Captured by Nazis Tells 
Of Conditions in Germany and Italy 

Behind Both Lines 
By Harold Denny. (Viking Press.) 

Correspondent of the New York Times in North Africa, Harold 

Denny was captured when the tanks of Field Marshal Erwin Rommai 

broke through the British line and destroyed a brigade on November 23 

1941. In this book, he tells the story of his experiences with the Britisl 

j9th Army, of his capture by Rommel’s men and his long trek back td 

Bengasi and across the Mediterranean to Italy. Then follows a vivid 

picture of his five weeks’ solitary confinement in a Gestapo Jail in Berlii 

and his two and a half months in an Italian prison camp. 

In the battle in Libya, Marshal Rommel had a habit of giving littld 

lectures on tactics to the captured officers of defeated British units. Th< 

author agrees with the criticisms reputedly made by Rommel that thi 

violation of the fundamental law of concentration of forces was a majoi 
cause of the failure of the British 1941-2 offensive in North Africa. 

"What difference does it make if you have two tanks to my ona 

when you spread yours out and let me smash them in detail?’ Romms 

demanded in lecturing a captured British brigadier general. 
“Marshal Rommel is a good general, but not a magician and mucl 

of his success in the campaign of 1941-2 was due to faulty British general* 
l ship and inadequate equipment,” the author points out. "The BritisH 

have had too few first-rate generals to staff their many fronts, and lfl 

equipment they started this war almost at zero.” 
Today, however, the shoe is on the other foot. Tn equipment and 

generalship, the British have proved more than a match for Rommel I 
Africa Corps and its Italian auxilaries. 

Soon after his arrival in Italy, Mr. Denny was taken overland te 

Germany, for interrogation at length by the Gestapo about his alleged 
anti-Nazi writings. Here he was housed in the jail at 8 Prinz Albrecht- 
strasse, known to Berliners as the Gestapo prison de luxe. Though con- 

signed to solitary confinement, Mr. Denny has no complaint of mistreat- 
ment to make. He was even taken on a tour of Berlin—apparently, t< 
prove that British air raids on the capital had caused little damage. 

After the Gestapo had concluded their questioning. Mr. Denny, prop- 
erly guarded, was taken back to Italy. On his way south, he spent several 
hours in Munich. In search for a square meal, he went to "showy caf« 
embellished with a small, bad orchestra and a large, bad baritone." Though 
the waiters wore tailcoats, the only refreshment obtainable was coffrj 
and cakes. The customers in this Munich hot spot were "the glummest 
appearing lot I have ever seen anywhere." the author says. "They looked 
like a people that had lost a war, not one that had conquered, for tin 

i time being, most of Europe." 
On reaching Italy, Mr. Denny was taken to Prisoner-of-War Camp 

No. 38, situated near the medieval town of Poppi, in Tuscany. This was 

a camp for British junior officers. His account of the life led by tha 
Britishers in this prison is excellent, giving the reader a better under- 
standing of the plight of these "living casualties" of the war, who fae< 
the prospect of barren years far from their homes and families. Despite 
physical discomforts and mental hazards, the morale of these Britons wai 

high and their confidence in ultimate victory unshaken. 
The Italians, Mr. Denny tells us. “are fundamentallv a decent people 

entirely too individualistic and cultivated to be fitted into the Fascist 
mold." Most of them are sick of the war and would be glad to be nd 
of Mussolini and his gang. Emancipated from the Nazi grip, and with 
Mussolini eliminated, Italy could, he is confident, resume her ancient 
place among civilized nations. 

Unlike Italy, which is ready to fall out of the war if she can, 

| “Germany is still strong, and will not crack until she is decisively beaten." 
he warns. "It is abusing optimism to hope that Germany will crack 
before she has been defeated, repeatedly and decisively in the field." 

This is a timely book. As our fighting men face the foe from their 
1 new bases in North Africa, Americans will find of particular interest 

I the author's description of civilian life and condtions behind the enemy 
lines. Though the war is far from won, the Axis, Mr. Denny points out. is 

under increasing strain, and in Italy. Mussolini's rule mainly depend! 
on Hitler's backing and the German Army. If this be so. there is good 
reason to believe that the United Nations, through a well-planned offen- 
sive, may be able, in the near future, to knock Italy out of the war, thus 
preparing the way for the final assault on Nazi Germany. 

OLIVER MCKEE. 

Barriers Down: The Story of the News Agency Epoch 
By Kent Cooper, iFarrar & Rinehart.) 

This bock, by the general manager of the Associated Press. Is an 

important chapter in the history of journalism and an idealistic, yei 
practical, outline of the great part newspapers can play in keeping the 
peace after the end of the war—provided, of course, that, a free press ii 
recognized and supported as an essential element of freedom everywhere. 

In the early days of the Associated Press, then fighting a commercial 
news monopoly in this country, this non-profit, co-operative news agency 
made an arrangement with commercial news agencies in Europe, domi- 
nated by Reuters of England, to obtain its foreign news. So thoroughly 
did Reuters, Havas of France and the former Wolff agency of Germany 
control the field that they were practically the sole source of news dis- 

semination outside North America. The A. P's treaty with this group 
prevented the A. P. from sending news abroad. wifh"lhe result that Latin 

America and. in fact, every other part of the world, received news of the 
United States through dispatches selected, transmitted and sometime! 
colored by the foreign agencies. 

Impressed in the beginning by the ban under which the Associated 
Press could not serve newspapers even in South America which desired it! 

services, Mr. Cooper went, to work to break down the agreement. It was 

slow work. For while he received the encouragement and support of the 

president and some of the directors of the Associated Press in his efforts, 
i they were facing .the very practical proposition that any disagreeable 
I rupture of relations with the European news combine would .serve ef- 

fectively to shut off the A. P. from the chief source of its foreign news 

The battle, in the end, was won by the development of a strong 
Associated Press, with a news service so excellent that it was desired 

and sought by papers in other lands. And it was won hy Mr. Cooper's 
own diligent pursuit of his ambition to see the principle of the Associated 
Press as a non-profit making, co-operative, owned by and responsible 
only to its own member newspapers, extended elsewhere. And it is some- 

thing of a tribute to his efforts and to the skillful conduct, of the long 
negotiations, that the A. P. and Reuters parted friends and that while 

they still work together, there no longer are exclusive arrangements be- 

tween them or other American services which tend to narrow control over 

the sources of news. 

Mr Cooper sought, without success, to have some formal declaration 
of a free press written into the Versailles Treaty. For he believed then, 
as he does now. that free press Is an essential foundation stone of a free 

world. He believes that this free press should be served, in each country, 
! py gt least one agency—comparable to the A. P.—owned and controlled 

by the newspapers it serves; that each news service should be left free 

to make such international exchanges of news as It may desire; that 

official news and transmission facilities should be accessible to all on an 

equal basis and that international propaganda of any sort should be 

barred from transmission as news. 

Had there been a free press, served by such news services, years ago. 
Mr. Cooper believes this war would have been stayed. He hopes, and 

others will join him in his hope, that the future will see the safeguard of a 

free press and the transmission of untainted news recognized everywhere as 
1 bulwarks of peace and understanding. B. M. McK. 

River Bottom Boy 
By Harold Matthews. (Crowell.) 
Tills novel has a conscience. It relates with simDle and direct force- 

fulness an absorbing story of the Negroes of New Orleans and the "river 
bottom" farm country of Louisiana. Unlike many writers who evince 
interest in the contemnorarv Southern Negro. Mr. Matthews avoids croc- 

odile tears over the colored man's lot. Instead, he projects himself into 

the Southern Negro's world and Actionizes the facts of his existence. 
The results are such, the reviewer feels, as to give the book some of the 

aspects of a social document. 
The story told here of the “river bottom” folks, tired of their bondage 

to scrap cotton, who go to New Orleans and swirl in a confusing current of 
life strange to them, is far from being drawing-room nice. In absorbing 
action the book presents a dark panorama of indestructible religious faith, 
mysterious conjure arts, petty thievery, poverty, hunger, murder and other 
illuminating factors motivating an interesting segment of people on the 
American scene. 

Mr. Matthews has packed into his Ar^t novel a wealth of knowledge 
gained from his own social work among Southern Negroes. He has writ- 
ten well, not as a tourist-spectator, but as a resident._J. R. 
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The Common Heart 
By Paul Horgan. (Harper.) 

Mr. Horgan's first novel In five 

years will hardly surprise those for- 
tunate readers already familiar with 
his work. Once again, he is vividly 
detailing the New Mexico country, 
both past and present, with his 
humane viewpoint baring the 
thoughts that hang by a hair in 
the minds of his characters, and 
still again, his story is a basically 
simple, familiar frame leaning 
heavily on character portrayal. 

It is a story of Peter Rush, a suc- 

cessful doctor of Albuquerque, and 
his Eastern wife, an invalid—at 
least so in her imagination. Carried 
along by the author s unerring sense 
of the dramatic, we enjoy the 
charming courtship and marriage 
until the birth of a son and the 
resultant psychosis of the wife. 

But there is so much more. The 
jacket proclaims the book to be 
"richly peopled,” and any one will 
agree. Mr. Horgan has a clean 
style that is often dramatic and a 

deep regard for his fellowman which 
is both tender and impressive. He 
almost convinces us. that the com- 
mon heart is a good heart, because 
he is a good writer in every sense of 
the word. J. W1L RtTPPEL, Jr. 

What Every Woman Needs 
to Know About Her Man 

TW bosh that niwn tba thouMarf on* aaa 
auaatiaaa ’hot being worry to -othara. W'vaa 
ana awaathaorta. Tbit book folia you whsl 
clatbaa ba baa fa wnar, from avarcoafa to 
vnaiaa. bow fbay kaaa kauaa la iha army, Wkaf fbay oaf. -Hilary cuatama of all klaai. bow fa know thnir inaignia, ar—y boat af>- 
auaffa. pnaaibilitina of living aaar your —a*, 
afe. Alaa co—plafa iafar—afiaa aa baw tha 
aalacfiva aarvica warka. pay of aff.rara and 
-aa, whan fbay coa pat furlaugha, paataa aif 
laavat, aalpiara' -ail, cnaaorahlp—la fact fha 
aaawora to naarly ovary guaaliaa a wn-an 
caa oak. (allavaa eaiiaty by ahawiag baw 
avoryfkiag ia yona. 3} choptara. fully inOaaaif. 
"Far woman with baya. brafbara, buibaaala. 
In Iha farcaa. A brightly arriftaa accawat of 
avarythiag tuch woman waariat nbaut.'* 
—laak-af-tha Month Club Mow*. 
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