
Chaplain Retells 
Wasp Sinking at 

Washington Club 
Former Cathedral 
Canon Floated in 
Shark-Infested Sea 

By GRETCHEN SMITH. 
Floating in shark-infested waters 

of the Coral Sea may have soaked 
the khaki uniform of Chaplain Mer- 
ritt F. Williams of the late U. S. S. 
Aircraft Carrier Wasp but it cer- 
tainly had no dampening effects 
upon the "padre’s” good nature. 

Speaking before members of the 
Washington Club yesterday the 
chaplain evoked many a chuckle 
from his spellbound audience as he 
told of his experiences and his re- 
actions to the terrible explosions 
which Anally sent the ship to the 
bottom. 

The humor introduced in his story 
doubtless hid grim memories but 
there was a twinkle in his eye as 
he described his feelings standing 
on the ship’s bridge shortly after 
the second repercussion and, as one 
heard him, it was easy to under- 
stand the proverbial popularity of 
Navy chaplains, whose job is to 
sustain the morale of others. 

After Second Blast. 
"After the second blast I looked 

around and expected to see St. Peter 
tap me on the shoulder and ask, 
•What are you waiting for?’ he said. 

The chaplain’s voice became seri- 
ous as he continued. "After the third 
violent explosion everything seemed 
to spring loose and although no 
one on the bridge was hurt, it soon 
became untenable.” 

Chaplain Williams told how he 
was attending to the wounded on 
the flight deck when word came to 
abandon ship. 

"All the men who were wounded 
had life belts placed on them and 
they were lowered overboard into 
the water.” 

Recognizing a suppressed gasp 
from his audience at this point, the 
speaker assured them that “the 
water was warm” and no one was 
injured by their immersion in the 
sea. 

Asked about sharks, he replied 
that the waters were infested but 
no one was attacked. "I guess the 
sharks were too stunned by the 
depth-bombs,’’ he added. 

The chaplain paid high tribute to 
Capt. Forest P. Sherman, skipper 
of the ship, and Comdr. John F. 
Greenslade, the navigator, who. he 
said, took off his lifebelt and gave 
it to one of the men. "That was 
one man who actually swam around 
in the sea without a lifebelt,” he 
added. 

Swam Through Oil. 
The chaplain had previously ex- 

plained that every man on the ship 
wore a lifebelt when he went over- 
board. He added that one of the 
most disagreeable phases of the ex- 

perience was swimming through the 
oil which covered the waters. 

"Fuel oil and salt water are not 
a savory combination,” he remarked, 
•'and I had a pretty good cargo of 
fuel oil aboard when we got on the 
rescue ship.” 

Chaplain Williams, who was a 
canon of the Washington Cathedral 
prior to his entry into the Navy, 
told of the life and duties of a Navy 
chaplain aboard ship where he 
serves as "minister of God, friend 
and confidant of the men, athletic 
officer, recreation officer, editor of 
the ship's paper, librarian and so- 
cial service officer.” 

"There is an old saying among 
Navy men when they are dis- 
gruntled with others, he concluded, 
that, “my last shipmate went down 
with the Maine.” After we were 
rescued and stood on the deck of 
the rescue ship, one young officer 
turned to me and said, 'Padre, my 
last shipmate certainly did not go 
down with the Maine.’ 

Chaplain Williams was introduced 
by Mrs. Frank F. Bunker, president 
of the club Refreshments were 
•erved following the program. 

Blood Donor Unit 
Reaches Quota 

With 154 men and women report- 
ing to the Woman's Club of Chevy 
Chase to volunteer as blood donors 
yesterday, the Chevy Chase Blood 
Donor Unit of the Red Cross went 
over the top in meeting its quota of 
150. 

A mobile blood donor unit of the 
Red Cross visited the club during 
the day to receive the contributions. 

A total of 89 of the volunteers 
were found to be eligible and of 
these 54 promised to contribute 
again when the mobile unit returns 
to the Chevy Chase area, it was re- 

ported. 
The return trip is scheduled within 

the next six or eight weeks, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Lee Price Calfee. chair- 
man of the Chevy Chase Blood 
Donor Unit. 
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A Perfect Gift to 
the Perfect Host! 

"Behold this cordial Julep here, 
With dames end dance*- in its 

crystal bounds 
With spirits of baleen end 

fragrant spirits mixed, 
—To lift to friendly, or to 

tool * ttirH." 
.. —MILTON 

At Uluatratod, *lw eleren rr»ee- 
ful Mint Julep cups Hand- 
made of allrerolate on copper 
A clft hell treaiure and delwnt 
the froet. 

Doztn Cap* far --$75 

i Arnold Galleries 
130« 6 Stoat N.W. 

Lady Dill (left), wife of Sir John Dill, British Army field 
marshal with the Allied Joint'Commission, was guest speaker 
at a meeting of the Housekeepers’ Alliance yesterday. She is 
shown with Mrs. Newton C. Wing, who introduced her to the 
cfub. —Star Staff Photo. 

Lady Dill Tells Women’s Alliance 
Of French Nurses Aides’ Work 
The valuable service which Nurse's 

Aides have rendered in England, 
and in France before the German 
occupation, was described by Lady 
Dill, wife of Field Marshal Bir John 
Dill of the Allied Joint Commission, 
in a talk before members of the 
Women’s Alliance yesterday. 

Meeting at the home of the presi- 
dent, Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, the 
Alliance heard the attractive Eng- 
lishwoman tell of her experiences 
as a member of England's Motor 
Transport Corps. She volunteered 
for service in France before the 
Nazi occupation. Working for a 
field hospital attached to Gen. 
Huntziger's Army Corps in the 
Meuse-Argonne area. Lady Dill 
transported hundreds of patients to 
the hospitals at Verdun and Bar-le- 
Duc using her own station wagon. 

The speaker paid high tribute 
to the work of French doctors and 
nurses at that time. 

"Most of the nurses were quite 
young girls and there were many 
nurses aides” she said. “I have 
seen them and the doctors work in 
the operating theaters for 12 hours 
without stopping. Some of the 
nurses aides, unaccustomed to the 
sight of suffering and wounds, 
would become so sick they would 
have to go outside. But they al- 

ways returned as soon as they 
recovered.” 

Lady Dill recently returned from 
a visit to Red Cross chapters In 
Virginia, where she has been speak- 
ing In behalf of volunteer Nurses’ 
Aide recruitment and for other vol- 
unteer services of the Red Cross. 

Others on the program Included 
Mrs. R. D. Rands, chairman of the 
Consumers Interest Committee of 
the District Federation of Women's 
Clubs, and Mis. Furman Rymer. 

Mrs. Rands stressed the impor- 
tance of huosekeepers supporting the 
regulations imposed by OCD and 
seeing that merchants abide by 
OPA ceiling prices. 

A talk on "Household Brushes” 
was given by Mrs. Rymer. who Illus- 
trated her talk with numerous sam- 

ples useful to housewives. 
Lady Dill was introduced by Mrs. 

| Newton C. Wing, publicity chair- 
man of the alliance. Others on the 
program were introduced by Mrs. 
Wiley, who presided at the meet- 
ing. Refreshments were served at 
the conclusion of the program in 
the dining room, where the table 
was attractively decorated with 
Christmas greens and red candles. 

Escaping air-raid damages, mo- 
tion picture theaters In New Ply- 
mouth, England, continue to show 
to crowded houses. 

UDC Division 
To Hold Dinner 
Friday at YWCA 

Mrs. Robbins and Her 
Cabinet Will Be 
Honor Guests 

Mrs. Harold Walbridge Robbins, 
president of the District Division, 
United Daughters of the Confed- 

eracy, and her cabinet of officers 
will be honor guests at a dinner to 
be held by the division at 6:30 pm. 
Friday at the Young Women's 
Christian Association, Seventeenth 
and K streets N.W. 

Mrs. Robert Bachman, who was 

recently elected registrar general of 
the national society, will be a spe- 
cial guest. 

“Convention echoes” will be in- 
cluded on the program, with dele- 

gates reporting on the recent session 
held in St. Louis. Those who at- 
tended included Mrs. Robbins, Mrs. 
Livingston Vann, Jr., Mrs. Berry R. 
Thompson, Mrs. Ernest William 
Howard, Jr., Mrs. Martha Hughes 
Carter, Dr. Ella R. Pales and Mrs. 
Lena Epperly Macdonald. 

Reservations, which close today, 
are being handled by Mrs. Vann, the 
chairman: Mrs. Marie Evans Sed- 
dicum, Mrs. Anne Ettenger Howell 
and the chapter presidents. 

The division officers, in addition 
to Mrs. Robbins, are Mrs. Seddicum, 
first vice president; Miss Frances 
Davis Shirley, second vice presi- 
dent; Mrs. Macdonald, third vice 
president and director of the Chil- 
dren of the flkmfederacy; Mrs. Seba 
Laurie Christie, recording secretary; 
Mrs. John Dean Milligan, corre- 
sponding secretary; Miss Viola Dean 
Jones, treasurer; Mrs. Benjamin 
Crady, registrar; Mrs. Elizabeth C. 
Fred, historian; Miss Kate Sexton, 
custodian; Mrs. Fred Louis Volland, 
parliamentarian; Miss Laura Em- 
brey, auditor; Mrs. John William 
Johnson, chaplain, and Miss E. 
Florence Lancaster, recorder of 
crosses. 

Sorority to Hear 
Dean Kayser 

Dean Elmer L. Kayser of George 
Washington University will speak 
on the current world situation at the 
Christmas meeting of Chi Omega 
National Sorority at 8 p.m. tomorrow 
at the chapter rooms, 802 Twenty- 
first street N.W. 

Toys, clothing and funds for the 
university Christmas charity also 
will be collected. 

Newcomers who are members of 
the sorority are receiving a special 
invitation to attend. 

Mrs. Margaret Bei ge, president of 
the alumnae chapter, will preside 
and refreshments will be served by 
a committee headed by Mrs. Samuel 
Stevens. 

Wartime high construction costs 
have decreased building in Rio de 
Janeiro to 60 per cent below normal. 

STERLING 

Dressing room sets of lasting 
loveliness. Gorham's sterling sil- 
ver three-piece sets of mirrors, 
brush and comb chaste mod- 

„ 
ern design in rectangle with 
rounded corners, $35, or the round 
and chubby, old-fashioned set 

with intricqte "carvings" at 

$37.50 

Prices Include Tax. 

Silver, First Floor 

Girl Scouts to Aid 
Gift Collection for 
Rural Children 

Washington Girl Scouts have 
joined the Save the Children Fed- 
eration in its program of collecting 
books, toys, games and articles of 
warm clothing to send to children 
in isolated rural schools in the 
Southern Appalachian Mountain 
area. 

Mrs H. A. Manner, service chair- 
man for the Scouts, has announced 
that a large box has been placed 
at the Girl Scout headquarters, 1906 
M street N.W., where packages will 
be received for -the federation's 
‘‘Santa Claus party.” 

The boxes are shipped direct to 
the rural schools and the gifts are 
distributed by teachers at the "San- 
ta Claus parties,” which will be held 
in several hundred schools prior to 
Christmas, it was explained. 

Pointing out that the federation 
goal is to provide for 30,000 children 
this Christmas, Mrs. Irene Cald- 
well, chairman of the Washington 
Committee of the Save the Children 
Federation, declared: “We in Wash- 
ington are going to see that Christ- 
mas is made brighter this year for 
at least 5,000 of these children. 

“We are making daily shipments 
of books, warm garments such as 
sweaters, jackets, coats, scarfs, caps, 
mittens and socks; toys, games, balls, 
bats, tools, pencils and dolls,” she 
continued. 

"With the excellent co-operation 
of the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts and 
Camp Fire Girls, as well as hun- 
dreds of individual school children 
in the Nation's Capital, I am sure we 
will reach our goal.” 

B’nai B’rith Fete 
The Women's Auxiliary of B'nai 

B rith has set February 3 as the 
date for its second annual carnival 
at the Willard Hotel. Mrs. Samuel 
Wheeler is chairman, w’ith Mrs. 
Morris Gerwirz and Mrs. Maurice 
Saloman, co-chairman. 

Proceeds will go to the war 
projects of the organization. 

10 Practical & Desirable 

n #ift ^ 
| flippers; | 
jm For Men and Women ^ 
I *135 io *450 % 
• » "Relaxation" slippers.fjl TP appreciable gifts for either the Pj» 2/ man or the woman on your list1 Tf Pi Something they'll remember you /jj TP by the whole year tnrough. fi 
J# Various styles in o grand selec- *j| Pi tion of colors ond sizes. Nj 
g{ OPEN THURS., 12:30-9 Jj 
10 Wolf's Walk-Over ft: 
n Shoe Shop JJ 

929 F St. N.W. n 

Madame Wei Guest 
Of Kappa Beta Pi 

Mme. Wei, wife of the Chinese 
Ambassador, was guest speaker at 
a founders’ day dinner held by 
Province 2 of Kappa Beta Pi inter- 

national legal sorority last night at 
the Washington Club. 

Musical selections featured the 
Chinese national anthem as well as 
the Star Spangled Banner. 

Miss Selma Borchardt, province 
dean, presided. 

Buy bonds and stamps for the 
boys in the camps. 

DAR Air Program 
Mrs. William H. Pouch, president- 

general of the National Society, 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, will be interviewed in a radio 
program at 12:46 pm tomorrow over 
Station WWDC. She will discuss the 
varous war projects of the DAR. 

DESIRABLE 

FURS 
that make wonderful. 
Christmas presents 

A fur coat is more than a luxury gift for 

Christmas, it's an actual necessity these 
cold, fuel-short winter days. We invite 

you to select her fur coot from our com- 

plete selections. 

Blended Muskrat_from $195 
Natural Grey Kidskin_from $225 
Natural Skunk Coots_from $295 
Dyed Alaska Seal_from $395 
Sheared Canadian Beavfr.from $450 
Black Dyed Persian Lamb from $335 
Natural Mink from_$1,295 

Tax Included 

SHEARED 
BE A VER 

The popular full 
tuxedo model illus- 
trated has nine-skin 
silvery stripe body, 
deep turn back 
cuffs and an un- 
usual lapover 

S695 

Open Thursday Till 9 PM. 

Washington's Oldest Exclusive Furriers 

Dream Ensembles for Sleeping and Waking 
Delectable pastels or ivory white rayon satin, fashioned for loveliness In the boudoir. Pamper her with / 

I something extra special," something more glamorous than her every-day things. Sizes 12 to 18. ( 
\ Ensemble sketched left: Gown has squared neckline of deep lace, $695; long-sleeved coat with inset lace 

' 

girdle, $10.95. | )\ Ensemble sketched right: V-neck gown, $6.95, with short-sleeved coat with o V formation of lace inser- 1 
, \ tion clear down the front, $14.95. I 

(n) 'I 
lingerie, Fifth Floor j 

Spring Valley Shop, Massachusetts Avenue at 49th 


