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New Ziegfeld Follies Has 
Rich Tradition to Follow 

Original Producer Gave 
Stage 24 Productions 
Alive With Girls, Beauty 

By ANDREW R. KELLEY. 
With the mid-March approach of the Ziegfeld Follies a new genera- tion of theatergoers will have their first contact with a tradition for 

unprecedented sensitivity to luxury, pretty girls, lavish costumes, gorgeous 
settings. 

It is 10 years since Florenz Ziegfeld passed on after a life of 
opulence, but his name in the theater is still flaming and alive. By 
arrangement with Billie Burked 
Ziegfeld, this new edition of the 
Follies comes under the sponsor- 
shlp of the 
Messrs. Shubert, 
in association 
with Alfred 
Blooming dale 
and Lou Wal- 
ters, financing 
today's magnifi- 
cence. 

The 1943 edi- 
tion lists such 
names as Milton 
Berle, Ilona 
Massey. Arthur 
Treacher, Dean 
Murphy, Jack 
Cole, Sue Ryan, 
Christine Ayres, SnSrew a. Seller. 
Nadine Gaye, Tommy Wonder, the 
Rythmaires, Betty Keane, Jerry 
Bergen, Jack MacCauley, Imogen 
Carpenter, Jaye Martin, Charles 
Senna, Ben Yost’s Vikings, the 
Jansleys, Katherine Meskill, Bill and 
Cora Baird, Ray Long, Penny Ed- 
wards, Mary Ganley, Patricia Hall 
and Dixie Roberts. To get the fem- 
inine allure the Follies is said to be 
paying as high as $200 a week for 
curvaceous showgirls and artists' 
models. John Murray Anderson 
supplies the staging. 

Having viewed all 24 of the pro- 
ductions unyelled by this impre- 
sario of the' purple shirt, your re- 
viewer has a broad field for Ziegfeld 
comparison. With Ziegfeld, if cos- 
tumes called for sable trimmings, 
nothing but sable would do. He 
spent production money lavishly, 
but he got the best. Some say 
Ziegfeld’s esthetic sense was satis- 
fied when he cleaned the counters 
of silks and satins and shiny 
spangles to decorate his belles, that 
he had no showmanship feeling, 
just an eye for the bedazzling. That 
might be true, but Ziegfeld engaged 
the finest artisans and talent, had 
an uncanny sense for good taste, 
surrounded himself with men who 
knew how. 

Ziegfeld’s advance agents came 

supplied with hundreds of the most 
eye-filling portraits of photographic 
loveliness. Dramatic editors not 
only helped themselves, but took an 
extra supply to decorate their dens 
and playrooms. 

AMUSEMENTS. 

When he first played the Na- 
tional Theater in the era of the first 
Roosevelt, the top for tickets was 
$2, the entire house expense front 
and back was $800. Everybody made 
a profit on a $10,000 week, a sum 
which wouldn’t meet the 1943 com- 
pany payroll. 

The Ziegfeld Follies reputation 
and tradition is founded upon solid 
entertainment value; besides, he was 
an extraordinary judge of beautiful 
women. Such film stars as Marion 
Davies, Olive Thomas, Marilyn Mil- 
ler and Winnie Lightner went from 
his productions to screen fame. 

A summary of the entertainers, 
composers and craftsmen who ex- 
pended their genius on these frothy 
Ziegfeld musicals demonstrates why 
they got their national reputation 
for quality product. They include: 
Will Rogers, Fanny Brice, Norah 
Bayes, Gene Buck, Grace Van Stud- 
diford, Bert' Williams, Eddie Cantor, 
W. C. Fields, Eddie Dowling, Ray 
Dooley, George White, Ann Pen- 
nington, George Gershwin, Victor 
Herbert, Irving Caesar, Maurice 
Chevalier, Sigmund Romberg, Ru- 
dolf Friml, Vivienne Segal, Dennis 
King, Leon Errol, Elsa Ersi, Marilyn 
Miller, Jack Donahue, Norma Terris, 
Ring Lardner, Jack Pearl, Lupino 
Lane, Mary Eaton, Fred and Adele 
Astaire, Harriet Hoctor, Mary Lewis, 
Ina Claire, Adelina Genee, Evelyn 
Laye, Brandon Tynan, Sammy Lee, 
Bobby Connolly, Winnie Lightner, 
Brook Johns, Bickel, Watson 8c 
Wrothe and Julian Mitchell. 

Yes, the 1943 edition of the Zieg- 
feld Follies has a standard to fol- 
low, one which combined extrava- 
ganza, speed, color and beauty, en- 
chanting dance, girly pageantry, 
tinkling tunes and topical fun. 
These musicals represented the 
class of the* musical show world. 
Let’s hope the new edition respects 
this glorious tradition. 
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together in a timely & Exciting story of Romantic Adventure 
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Buy War Bonds & Stamps 

Hank Shields in Army. 
Henry Jadwin Shields, Jr„ of 

Loew’s publicity department re- 
prated to the United States Army 
this morning. 

* * * * 
"The Chetniks,” a story about 

the fighting Yugo-Slav guerrillas, 
will be the Capitol's screen attrac- 
tion opening February 18. Phillip 
Dorn, Anna Sten and Virginia Oil- 
more head the cast. 

* * * * 
Noel Coward’s "In Which We 

Serve” was screened for critics and 
a few invited guests last night. It 
comes to Loew’s Palace Theater 
February 11. By the way, Man- 
ager Angie Ratio of Loew’s Palace 
has been addressing the audiences 
this week via the loud speaker, and 
his oratorical pleas have helped the 
March of Dimes. Collections will 
reach about $3300, which repre- 
sents a small mountain of silver. 
Last year the theater turned in 
$2,600, andthis area $30,000. It is 
expected that the 1643 motion pic- 
ture collections will surpass last 
year’s total. 

* * * * 

Five Shows at Earle. 
Five complete stage shows will be 

presented at Warner’s Earle Thea- 
ter on Friday, February 5, accord- 
ing to Fred Thomas, theater man- 
ager. Doors will open at 6:45 an 
and the first performance will be- 

amusements" 

STAR OF ICE-CAPADES—Vera Hrubaf five times skating 
champion of Czechoslovakia, is one of the speed marvels of 
the Ice-Capades, currently showing at Vline’s Arena, and giving 
its last Washington performance at the Sunday matinee. 

gin at 10 am. The last complete 
show for *the day will begin at 
9:30 pm. 

The feature attraction opening at 
the Earle on Friday will be "Casa- 
blanca,” starring Humphrey Bogart, 
Sangrid Bergman and Paul Henjeid. 
The picture is reported to be a 
suspenseful drama that will have 
patrons sitting on the edges of 
their seats. Also in the cast are 
Claude Rains, Conrad Veldt. Dooley 
Wilson, Sydney Greenstreet, Peter 
Lorre and Madeleine Le Beau. 

Mr. Mellett Gets Credit 
Lester Cgwan, producer of "Com- 

mandos Strike at Dawn,” gives 
Lowell Mellett, chief of the motion 
picture division, Office of War In- 
formation, full credit for the picture 
idea. It was Mr. Mellett who sug- 
gested the subject, who helped in 
having the story written, who as- 
sisted in getting the foreign gov- 

Where and When 
Current Theater Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Stage. 

National—“Claudia,” with origi- 
nal Broadway cast: Tonight at 8:30. 

Screen. 

Capitol — “Palm Beach Story,” 
comedy on a train, with Rudy 
Vallee: 11 a.m„ 1:45, 4:30, 7:10 and 
9:55 pm. Stage shows: 1, 3:45, 
6:30 and 9:15 p.m. 

Columbia—“The Forest Rangers,” 
woman trouble in the woods: 11 
a.m„ 12:50, 2:40, 4:30, 6:20, 8:10 and 
10 pjn. 

Earle — “Commandos Strike at 
Dawn,” on the Norwegian coast: 
11 am., 1:45, 4:35, 7:35: and 10:05 
pjn. Stage shows: 1:05, 3:55, 6:45 
and 9:25 p.m. 

Keith's—"Arabian Nights,” on the 
magic carpet of technicolor: 11:15 
ajn., 1:05, 2:45, 4:25, 6:05, 8 and 
9:50 pjn. 

Little—"The Baker’s Wife.” the 
French hit with Rflmu: 11:10 a.m„ 
1:15, 3:20, 5:25, 7:30 and 9:40 pjn. 

Metropolitan—'“Road to Morocco,” 
another trail for the three sanies: 
11:30 ajn., 1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30 and 
9:40 pjn. 

Palace—"The Black Swan," Ty 
Power bares chest as a pirate: 12:10, 
2:35, 5, 7:25 and 9:50 p.m. 

Pix—"American Empire,” Richard 
Dix building it: 2:55, 5:05, 7:35 and 
10 pjn. 

Trans-Lux—News and shorts: 
Continuous from 10 ajn, 

amusements! 

emments Interested enough to grant 
permission for the screen treatment, 
and who ironed out the many de- 
tails connected with passports and 
getting machine guns and other 
production essentials across the line 
into British Columbia. 

Without the Mellett assistance 
there would have been no "Com- 
mandos” on the screen, and so 
Mr. Cowan made a special trip from 
Hollywood to convey his thanks. 
For such services the Influential 
in Hollywood would have charged 
fabulous figures. Mr. Cowan got 
all this advice and help for exactly 
nothing, wants the world to know 
that he considers the Mellett divi- 
sion the most efficient in the Fed- 
eral establishment. 
■. 

AMUSEMENTS. 
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Dorothy Lamour 
l enies Looking 
For a Husband 

Admits Bill Howard 
Of Baltimore Is 
Her Love Interest 

By 8HKILAH GRAHAM. 
lMrth Aatwieu Koiptctr auimmc. 

HOLLYWOOD.—Jean Arthur feels 
the muscles of John Wayne and coos 
with delight and embarrassment. 
It’s for their picture, “Free for 
AH," and it’s the first comedy for 
Wayne and he’s not quite sure about 
it yet. But the part sounds right for 
him. He’s a cowboy in Wyoming. 
Jegn is a New York bank clerk who 
has Saved her pennies for a coast- 
to-coast bus tour that ends abruptly 
at a rodeo when John hurtles from 
his horse into her lap. That 
shouldn’t be too hard for him. The 
picture is strictly escapist, and to 
make sure that there is no mention 
of war or rationing woes, the period 
is 1998. 

Both Wayne and Miss Arthur were 
recently side with bad colds. Jean 
had one before the picture began 
and delayed the start for a couple 
of weeks. John got his a few days 
after the movie began and retired 
to the hospital with a temperature 
of 104. 

“this is my first day back on the 
picture," he tells me. “And I lost 
so much weight they had to put 

amusements] 

topes through my shirt collars to 
gather them and make them 
■nailer, because Z looked like a 

scraggy chicken. 
"Funny thing,” he continues, "1 

had my first vacation In yean Just 
before Tree for All.’ It obviously 
is bad for me to rest up!” Be went 
to Mexico City and he may go back 
to make a picture. 

Derethy A beet Bemanee. 
"What do you mean by printing 

that I’m looking for a husband?” 
demands Dorothy Lemour on the 
set of "Biding High It’s converse- 

(See GRAHAM, Page A;lt.) 
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