
Danger Seen 
In Air Force 
Autonomy 

By DAVID LAWRENCE. 
Establishment of airpower as "in- 

terdependent and coequal" with 
ground operations in the Army is 
a concession to 
the advocates of 
an independent 
air force, and 
yet it is a prac- 
tical evolution 
brought ab o u t 
by the unusual 
circumsta n c e s 

of the present 
war. 

Recognition of 
the new dimen- 
sion in warfare 
has been sup- 
posedly resisted David Lawrence, 

by other units In the armed serv- 

ices, but the fact is that the com- 

manders of other branches of war- 

fare have seen the air power en- 

thusiasts present their claims for 
recognition in such a way as to de- 

preciate if not disparage the im- 

portance of the other activities. 

Many of our high officers are air- 
minded, even though they are not 
connected directly with air forces. 
This is but another way of saying 
that the military planner of today | 
recognizes air power as the biggest 
and most valuable addition to war- 

fare in modern times. 

The danger that lies in the ex- 

tremist position is that an inde- 
pendent air force is advocated 
which shall rank with the Army 
and Navy and not be subject to 
the orders of either. This would 
be a step backward. For it has 
been evident for years that the 
Army and Navy needed to be weld- 
ed together into a single military 
operation, and this war has seen 

the culmination of that view in 
what ha* been termed amphibious 
warfare and in what has, at the 
command level, been called "uni- 
fied command." 

If the air force were to be given 
complete autonomy, it would mean 

that instead of the problem of co- 

ordinating two services, the prob- 
lem would be increased to the ex- 

tent of requiring a co-ordination 
of three separate services. 

Oreenslade Address l lted. 

The setup of the future has been 
forecast by Rear Admiral Green- 
elade, now on duty in San Fran- 
cisco, in an address in which he 
coined the term "omnibian war- 

fare.'’ He called for a single de- 
partment of national defense in 
which the land, sea and air power 
units would be a part of one mech- 
anism of war making. 

This idea is more akin to the 
German general staff conception 
which has worked successfully in 
tactical operations. In a sense the 
"unified command” idea of the 
United Nations is an adaptation of 
the German military theory. Thus 
today the Army and Navy and air 
forces are ordered into battle and 
their movements are directed by a 

single commander, who may be an 

Army or Navy or air officer de- 
pending upon what the emphasis 
In that particular war theater hap- 
pens to be. 

In Washington, there is in con- 

et ant session the chiefs of staff in 
which Gen. Arnold, as a four-star 
general, sits alongside of Gen. Mar- 
shall, another four-star general, and 
alongside of Admiral King, com- 

mander in chief of the fleet, and 
Admiral Leahy, who is acting as 

chief of staff for the President. 
Constitution Mentions Army, Navy. 

There is no statutory authority for 
Admiral Leahy's post though every 
President has had a naval aide and 
It would be a simple matter for such 
a step to be authorized if it were 

needed. But under the Constitution, 
there is no provision for an air arm. 

The Constitution speaks of the Army 
find Navy. The President is author- 
ized to take national defense meas- 

ures in pursuance of authority 
granted by Congress, and there is 
no way short of a constitutional 
amendment whereby a separate 
armed service analogous to the Army 
and Navy could be formally cre- 

ated. That is one reason why air 
power must remain a part of the 
Army and a part of the Navy, though 
the nearest thing to an independent 
status has been given the Army Air 
Force by the new regulation promul- 
gated by Gen. Marshall which places 
the air force on a parity with ground 
forces. 

The ideal solution would be the 
creation of a general staff of the 
Army and Navy by authorization of 
Congress, with provision that the 
air forces shall be represented on 
such a staff from the viewpoint of 
both military’ and naval aviation. 
Such a general staff would be pre- 
sided over by a single commander 
who would act as chief of staff to 
the President, the constitutional 
commander in chief of the Army and 
Navy. 

But the practical situation in the 
present war is being met very satis- 
factorily by our present four-man 
setup—namely, Gens. Marshall and 
Arnold and Admirals King and 
Leahy. Some day when the lessons 
of the present war aie studied in 
the calmness of retrospect, the sug- 
gest ions of those who favor a general 
staff to carry on "omnibian'’ war- 

fare can be thoroughly studied. 
(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

Mortgage Burning Set 
A mortgage on the Odd Fellows' 

Hall at Lakeland. Md.. will be burned 
at ceremonies to be held at 2 p.m. 
Sunday at the hall, it has been 
announced. 

OUCH® 
Don't suffer sore, stiff muscles any- 
where without trying good old Omega 
Oil—rubs right into the skin—goes to 
work fast. Extra strong but won’t 
burn. Eases, soothes, comforts. Try it 
right away—today! Only 35*. 
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The Political Mill— 
By GOULD LINCOLN. 

The United States Navy and 
the British Navy, acting together 
in separated spheres, may supply 
a ready-made police force in the 
period imme- 
diately fol- 
lowing the 
conclusion of 
the war. If 
such a plan 
is carried out, 
and it may 
be, it will not 
be a substi- 
tute for any 
treaty of 
peace and or- 

ganization for 
the mainte- 
n a nee of 
peace of the United Nations 
which eventually may be worked 
out and submitted to the United 
States Government and the gov- 
ernments of the other nations 
through their constitutional 
processes. It merely will be an 

effective way of handling a situ- 
ation. 

The American and British 
naval forces today are working 
together in an effective manner 

in the prosecution of the war. 

The highest praise is accorded to 
this co-operation by officials of 
both nations. At present the 
sphere in which the American 
naval forces are in reality in 
command are in the Western 
Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans. 
The command is accorded the 
British in the Eastern Atlantic, 
the Mediterranean and the 
Indian Oceans. There is no 

reason, it is argued, that such an 

arrangement cannot be carried 
forward after hostilities are con- 

cluded. Indeed, it is said, such 
a plan could be made entirely 
effective with the naval staffs of 
both nations acting in concert as 

they now do. 

Postwar Work Stressed. 

There will be a great deal to 

do, in all probability, after the 

war ceases to maintain peace and 

order in those parts of the world 

which have been overrun and 
decimated by the war itself. The 

world is not going to be made 
over in a day, or even a year, 
after the last shot has been fired 
and the Axis powers have been 
conquered. 

In any such arrangement Rus- 
sia will, it is said, of course be 
consulted. There is no disposi- 
tion on the part of either America 
or Great Britain to ignore the 
Soviet Union. Indeed, quite the 
contrary. The co-operation of 
Russia is earnestly desired. Rus- 
sia will have her hands full im- 
mediately after the war with do- 
mestic rehabilitation in the great 
stretches of her territory that 
have been war tom. and with the 
internal affairs of Eastern Europe. 

China, too, will be given every 
consideration. The American and 
British navies, it is argued, will 
be strong, going concerns, with 

the force on hand to meet any 
situation that might arise. The 
continuance of their co-operation 
along the lines suggested will be 
extremely helpful, not only for 
the maintenance of peace and 
order, but also lor aid in rehabili- 
tation. 

Arrangement Praised. 
There is much to be said for an 

arrangement of this kind if it be- 
comes a reality. It can be ac- 

complished without any formal 
military alliance—and yet be just 
as effective in carrying on the 
work of peace. It will not re- 

quire a treaty. 
It is believed that such a plan, 

temporary in effect, may be 
given consideration as one of the 
ways in which to deal with the 
immediate postwar world. It does 
not contemplate the dominance 
of foreign territory, nor the po- 
litical governments which the 
peoples of other lands may desire 
to set up. It concerns itself mere- 
ly with the policing that may be 
necessary. 

As a matter of fact, in the 
hundred years preceding the 
World War, the British and 
American Navies, without an 
actual alliance between the 
countries, were vital stabilizing 
influences in both hemispheres. 
There is reason to believe they 
are destined to continue to be so 
in the postwar future. Together 
today these navies are making 
it possible to carry the war to 
the Axis powers, to an extent 
that within a year the whole 
picture of the war has changed, 
with the United Nations taking 
the offensive in all the war 
theaters. 
Two Navies Will Be Strongest. 
With the destruction of the 

Japanese Navy—which it is be- 
lieved must come before the war 
in the Pacific is won—the two 
great naval forces of the world 
will be those of the United States 
and Britain. The German Navy, 
like the Japanese, will be out of 
the picture. The naval forces of 
the other maritime nations will 
not be great enough to under- 
take such a job as may be neces- 
sary. And in addition, the 
British and American naval com- 

mands have learned to know each 
other and to work together. That 
they can do so in the cause of 
peace, as well as in war, seems 

perfectly reasonable. 
Here is no plan, it is explained, 

for union of the English-speaking 
peoples, nor for any attempt on 
the part of the two countries to 
dominate the world, or to play 
power politics. It is a work- 
able and entirely feasible plan, 
for police purposes only. 

One thing that has resulted 
from this war is a better under- 
standing by the British of Amer- 
ica, and a greater respect of the 
British for America, and vice 
versa. Since both nations must 
play vitally Important parts in 
the tfdrld of the future, this 
understanding is of great value. 
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I'd Rather Be Right— 
By SAMUEL GRAFTON. 

It begins to look as if there will 
be almost nothing for the conferees 
to talk about at Moscow except the 
second front. 

With a bland, almost dreamy 
amiability, Rus- 
sia has been dis- 
posing of vir- 
tually every is- 
sue except this 
one in advance 
of the Hull- 
Eden- Molotov 
c o n v e rsations. 
The agenda is 
shrinking rapid- 
ly. 

It would have 
been a great 
triumph for Hull 
and Eden to S»mu*I Grafton, 

have come home from Moscow car- 

rying with them Russia’s consent to 
join us in recognizing Badoglio. 

So, the Russians cheerfully gave 
us this great triumph a week be- 
fore the Moscow talks were sched- 
uled to begin. It will be an old 
triumph, an out-of-date triumph, 
by the time the Moscow meeting 
starts. We will need other triumphs 
to make the meeting look like a 

success. 
Borders Not Subject. 

The only sharp note has been 
Russia's abrupt declaration (through 
a Pravda editorial) that the question 
of Russia's borders is not open for 

discussion, any more than is the 

question of the boundaries of Cali- 
fornia. 

R*ssia has hooked us on our own 

stated policy that border questions 
should be postponed until after the 
war, so that, in refusing to discuss 
boundaries, Russia can say that she 
is adopting our position. 

That further peels down the agen- 
da, until with growing uncomfort- 
able awareness we begin to see that 
the hard core of what remains on 
the conference table is the question 
of the second front. 

Izvestia, over the week end. had an 
editorial which proved, to my mind, 
that the strategy of solving or post- 
poning every question except that 
of the second front is a deliberate 
one. 

It was a mellow editorial, written 
almost in the mood of one humming 
snatches of a wordless song. It 
spoke jovially of how well Russia 
and the western allies are getting 
I 

| on, of joint action on food at HW, 
I Springs, on relief and rehabilitation, 
on Italy, on the Mediterranean, On 
only one point, it Anally occurred 
to the writer of the editorial, was 
there a serious difference. That was 
the question of the second front. 

Long War or Short War. 
Clearly Mr. Hull and Mr. Eden are 

being put in the position of being 
unable to bring anything home from 
Moscow unless they bring agreement 
on the issue of the second front with 
them to Moscow. 

Russia is, disarmingly, giving in on 
almost everything else (including 
support for a Badogllo, who de- 
nounced Communism Ave days after 
he was recognized) so as to keep the 
second-front issue separate, naked 
and visible at the Moscow meeting 

Red Star, the Russian Army news- 
paper, raised the point in a new 
form in its chief editorial on Sunday. 
The decisive problem of the moment, 

I said Red Star, is the issue of “the 
; duration of the war.” 

It is not a question, said Red 
'Star, of whether Germany will be 
defeated. Germany will be de- 
feated. It is a question of how long 
we want the war Xo last, and of 

| whether there is any way of shorten- 
ling it except by a major Allied 
attack in the west. 

A Lot of When and How. 
The controversy enters a wholly 

new aera with this attack. It be- 
comes a long war versus short war 

debate, with Russia taking the at- 
tractive short-war position and 
leaving us, if we will, to defend for- 
lornly the merits of a longer war. 

One is compelled to admire the 
brilliance of this political strategy. 
Russia, with winning amiability, 
seems ready to make almost any 
other concesson to us, by parcel post 
or airmail. She leaves Mr. Hull and 
Mr. Eden almost no chance to cdrry 
away any lesser victories, any of the 
small favors and ornaments which 
diplomats like to lug home from an 
international meeting, to prove tha1 
their expense accounts were justi- 
Hed. They will probably bring next 
to nothing home with them if they 
do not bring agreement on the sec- 

ond front to Moscow. 
It does not look as if there will be 

ft long, cozy talk about the shape of 
the postwar world. The issue will 
be the length of the war. There is 
going to be precious little philosophy 
at this meeting, but a lot of when 
and how. 
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This Changing World— 
By CONSTANTINE BROWN. 
Recent reports from China in- 

dicate that the republic's new 

President, Generalissimo Chlang 
Kai-shek, is greatly preoccupied 
with the 
problem of 
defeating the 
Chinese Com- 
munist army, 
which he ac- 

cuses of jeop- 
ardizing his 
forces’ effort 
against the 
Japanese. 

W h e t her 
the difficul- 
ties thrown 
in his path 
are real or con»tantm« urown. 

illusory is difficult to say. 
In some quarters Chlang’s grave 

concern over the Communists’ 
activities is regarded as a shot 
across the bow to the Allies to 
hasten real operations and not 
large commando raids against 
Burma. 

Observers recently returned 
from China say the situation is 
getting worse every day. 

Chiang and a group of young 
men who have espoused the 
western democratic doctines are 

determined to carry on the war 

against Japan to the bitter end. 
This group probably does not 
exceed 3,000,000 and represents 
less than 1 per cent of the total 

j population of that vast country. 
Trade With Japan. 

Since the group's numbers 
think in the same terms as our- 

selves, we hear a good deal about 
them and are inclined to think 
they represent the whole of 
China. The minority has been 
able to keep up a strong front 
mainly because it was in the 
saddle as a government and had 
at its disposal large sums of 
money with which it could "in- 
fluence” some of the important 
war lords. 

Money in China has been losing 
its value rapidly. The absence of 
manufactured goods and other 

! articles which money can buy has 
| reduced its importance consider- 

ably. The attitude of some lead- 
ing Chinese generals toward the 
war is now influenced more by 

! what actual products they can 

obtain than by actual cash, 
i And the Japanese are said to 

be taking advantage of the situ- 
ation. A very brisk trade is 
going on between Japan and 
Southeastern China which nor- 

mally is under the control of 
Chungking. Some of the raw 

materials available there, such as 

tungsten, are being swapped for 
Japanese-manufactured junk and 
the shelves of the stores are well 
stocked with all kinds of necessi- 
ties of life. 

Japanese agents in the guise of 
seamen circulate freely through 
the region. And while the Chi- 
nese commanders acknowledge 
the overlordship of the general- 
issimo—nominally at least—they 
are doing exactly what they 
want to. Maj. Gen. Claire L. 
Chennault, commander of the 
14th Air Force, who is the most 
popular of the American officers 
with the Chinese war lords, enjoys 
a vast amount of personal repu- 
tation and prestige. But he is 
having a difficult time obtaining 
real co-operation from these gen- 
erals. All his requests for sup- 
port in the shape of construction 
of roads or other facilities for his 
aviation are received sympatheti- 
cally, but nothing is ever done 
about them. 

Difficult to Rule. 
Outside the Chungking area, 

which is under the immediate 
control of Chiang, it is difficult 
for the generalissimo to Impose 
his will on the generals who are 
some distance away. These men, 
who are still faithful to the old 
Chinese ideologies and do not 
think that western democratic 
ideas are applicable to China, 
are looking at the present war in 
the same manner as they have 
been regarding the civil wars in 
China. 

That is to say, they are willing 
to throw their lot wherever there 
is the maximum profit for them- 
selves. 

Chiang, of course, realizes the 
situation. He believes a deter- 
mined Allied drive might alter 
the picture particularly if the 
"carrot” at the end of the drive is 
an immediate rush of manufac- 
tured products into China. 

Unless an offensive is made, 
he fears China's war effort will 
peter out. There is no question of 
separate peace, but only that he 
may be compelled to fight his 
compatriots who are gro^ad in 
a CommuittA army. 
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Don't Blame Your Grocer 
$ 

The tea situation has improved but sup- 

plies are still restricted. If you can’t always 
get Salada Tea or Tea-Bags—don’t blame 

your grocer! He may be temporarily out 

of stock, but will have further supplies 
shortly. 
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Its smooth, delightful texture ... and the 
delicious flavor of this year's crop of sun- 

ripened California Apricots. Why not stop in 
at your neighborhood Meadow Gold Dealer and 
take some home today? 
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McLemore— 
New Problems 
In Chow Line 

By PVT. HENRY McLEMORE. 
CAMP BLANDING. Fla.—Tha s' 

hand is quicker than the eye. And, 
the eyes are bigger than tha 
stomach. * 

These two great truths make eat- 

ing a major 
problem for new 
soldiers. This is 
because one of 
the first things 
that a recruit is 
told is that tha 
Army does not 
believe in wast- 
ing food, and 
that whatever 
he accepts on 
his tray, he must 
consume. 

To make sura 
Pvt. McLemore. that he doesn’t 

forget, big signs warn him of this 
rule as he marches through the 
mess hall doors. And, to see that 
he obeys it, an officer checks his 
tray as he leaves the hall. If there 
is a smidgin (why on earth do I 
choose to use a word like “smidgin” 
when I don’t know how to spell 
it?) of food on it, the officer sends 
him back to the table to finish it. 

So, as the chow line moves along 
the cafteria-style counter like a 

giant khaki caterpillar, and the 
soldier holds out his tray to be 
served by the cooks, he has to make 
up his mind as to what he wants, 
and, more important, he has to 
decide how much he wants. He 
can’t stand there and pick and 
choose and say, “Well, let me see. 
I believe I’ll have a touch of this, 
Cook, and a bit of this, and some 
of that, if you don't mind. No, no. 
I’ve changed my mind. What I 
really want, Cook, is-“ 

The cooks all serve as if they had 
just been notified that they had 
been entered in an international 
speed-serving contest, with a 10- 
year furlough as a prize for the one 
who threw food on trays the fastest 
Let an eater hesitate and the cook 

I turns to some one else. Besides, 
there usually is a half-mile line of 
hungry GI’s pushing forward to- 
ward the food, and he who hesitate* 

l is moved along as if he were a nut 
| or bolt on an assembly line. 

Ask for Too Much. 
.1 The eyes being bigger than the 

stomach, a man usually asks for too 
much. I understand from the vet- 
erans that it takes months, year* 
even, before a soldier gets to really 
know his own stomach and is able 

! to figure out in a split second just 
how much he wants to eat at the 
moment. The Army advises recruits 
not to overburden their trays—that 
they can always go back for a sec- 
ond helping. That's sweet of the 
Army. And all of us recruits ap- 
preciate the advice from the bottoms 

I of our little GI hearts, but the advice 
isn’t very sound. After you have 
stood in chow line for half an hour 
you are not going to get back in 

jthat line when the Army rules of 
etiquette forbid any cutting in. When 
you go back, you go to the foot of 
the line, and sometimes that's a 

| sleeper jump. 
| So. the best thing to do is try to 
get the proper amount the first time 
around. But even if a man masters 
the art of ordering Just enough, the 
hand is still quicker than the eye. 
The hands of the cooks, that Is. 
Before you can stop them, before 
you can see what they have dealt 
out, they have plied you with a 
mound of mashed potatoes that 
could accommodate a ski jump, a 
slab of meat big enough to pass for 
a rodeo, and enough gravy to fill 
a swimming pool. Cooks consider 
all soldiers growing boys, and are 
determined to fill them out. Those 
of us who quit growing quite a spell 
ago, and don't need further filling 
out, get the same consideration as 
gangling youngsters. 

Find Way Around. 
But there is a way around all 

things. Those of us who eat at th# 
same table fairly regularly havo 
worked out a system of swapping 
food. A man who has too much 
bread and too little meat works a 
deal with the man with vice versa. 
'No, Mama, vice versa isn’t a dish. 
The Army isn’t serving us any 
strfcige foods, so don’t worry about 
me.) If a man licks his platter 
clean, he usually volunteers to take 
a few scraps from a comrade who 
just can’t tuck away all of his food. 
But they definitely must be scraps, 
and nothing more. 

| I saw a completely conscientious 
recruit chewing on a bone the other 
day at dinner. He was leaving noth- 
ing nothing at all. Some one down 
the line called to him: ‘Hey, Rover, 
why don't you take that bone out 
In the yard and bury it?” The man 
took him at his word. He secreted 
the bone in a side pocket and—lata 
that night—in the dark of the moon, 
and when the sergeants and corpo- 
rals were asleep—he buried it. 

You must, you Just must, com* 
have dinner with us here sometime. 
^Distributed by McNaught Syndicate, Ine.) 
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