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The Russell Report 
A reading of the text of the report 

filed with the Senate by Senator 
Russell of Georgia, who headed the 
special senatorial committee which 
recently toured the battle fronts, 
should convince any one that the 1 

statement is neither "anti-British" 
nor calculated to drive a wedge be- j 
tween any of the United Nations. 

When the committee first returned 
to Washington its members reported 
verbally to the Senate in executive 
session. And as is often the case with 
these executive sessions, a portion of 
what was said was permitted to 
‘'leak out." Unfortunately, however, 
these disclosures in the main were j 
confined to portions of the report 
which, when published out of their 
context, gave the impression that 
the whole statement was a harsh ; 
Indictment of the British and a : 

somewhat severe criticism of the 
Russians. 

Actually, the whole report, which 
was published in yesterday's Star, 
affords no basis for any such inter- 
pretations, It is not "anti" anything. 
On the contrary, it is an exception- | 
ally well-rounded, restrained and ! 
intelligent comment on the conduct 
of the war from the American point : 

of view. Such critical statements as 

it contains, when read against the 
background of the full report, are 

of the type of "fair comment" which. : 
Instead of giving rise to resentment, i 

actually constitute the best approach 
to a genuinely good and lasting re- I 
lationship among the Allied partners. 
Certainly, if this relationship cannot 
withstand honest and temperate 
criticism of details, there is little 
hope for the future. 

If thp text of this report had been 
available at the time of the execu- 
tive Senate session, it is extremely 
unlikely that, there would have been 
any bad feeling anywhere. It was 
not, available, however, and in conse- 
quence a strain on Anglo American : 

relations was permitted to develop. ! 
Vet this unfortunate experience can J 
hp useful if it serves to underscore I 
the inadvisability of forming conclu- j 
sions on the basis of incomplete in- ! 
formation. This, to be sure, is a 
human failing, but it is capable of I 
working a great deal of harm, and 
should bo vigilantly guarded against. 

Leadership for Liberty 
It is a widespread assumption ! 

that the people of Germany and 
Italy, having been ruled by dictators 
for so many years, lack both leader- 
ship and political experience and 
will therefore find it difficult in the 
extreme to get back to governing 
themselves on a democratic basis. 
This is thought to be particularly 
true of the Italians, because they 
have been stifled by Fascism for : 

more than two decades. 
In Marshal Pietro Badogiio's j 

opinion, however, tlie assumption is 
not sound. “It is true," he says, j 
“that a large part of the popula- 
tion has no recollection or ex- I 

perienee of regimes other than that j 
which it endured for twenty-one ! 
years, taut the various political j 
parties, although obstructed and re- 

pressed in every wav. were not dead. ; 
In recent years they went on re- j 
organizing themselves, attracting • 

and educating the youth, which is 
naturally intolerant of restraint on 

freedom of thought. These parties, 
and more precisely the Liberal, ! 
Christian-Social. Socialist and Com- 
munist parties and the Party of 
Action have now coalesced into a 

common front.’" 
The Marshal's words apply spe- j 

cifically to Italy, but they are ap- i 

plicable to Germany as well, the 
more so because thp Nazis have 
been in power only ten years and j 
have had that much less time to do 
to the German political conscious- j 
ness what the Fascists tried and j 
failed to do to the Italian. It is a ; 

fact worth emphasis, moreover, that j 
Hitler strong-armed his way to die- j 
tatorship without ever having won j 
the vote of a clear-cut majority of j 
the Reich electorate, and the large | 
groups who opposed him in 1932 j 
have never been liquidated, despite I 
all the concentration camps and ; 
all the cruelties of the Gestapo. 

As in Italy, so in Germany. No I 
matter how the Fascists and Nazis j 
have tried to kill it, the idea of in- 
dividual freedom and popularly- 
elected government still lives among 
many millions of Italians and Ger- 
mans, and among these there must 
surely be sufficient intelligence and 
sufficient political literacy to pro- 
duce the leadership needed to re- 

store democratic self-rule. The men 

and the parties necessary for this 
exist in both countries, adhering to 
a common belief in liberty. If they 
can remain united on that basic 
principle, instead of warring against 
each other over lesser issues, they j 
*hould be able in time to build and j 

A 

administer a free new order on the 
wreckage of the dictatorships that 
have tried for so long to beat them 
down. 

Four Horsemen Over India 
The situation in India grows rap- 

idly more serious. Already troubled 
by political dissension and strained 
by the war effort, it is now afflicted 
with widespread famine and the 
epidemic diseases which follow in 
hunger's wake. The combined effects 
of these four ills may gravely com- 

plicate plans for a large-scale offen- 
sive against the Japanese in Burma 
and Malaya which Lord Mountbat- 
ten has been preparing and which 
becomes strategically possible with 
the end of the monsoon season. 

Famine is no stranger to India. 
From time immemorial it has peri- 
odically swept a land where a reck- 
lessly prolific people eternally presses j 
upon the limits of subsistence. It is j 
not surprising that the famine center 
is Bengal, a province whose 55.000,- 
000 people occupy an area no larger 
than the State of Nebraska. Inten- 
sive cultivation of a fertile soil en- 

ables Bengal normally to be 83 per 
cent, self-sufficient in foodstuffs, the 
balance having formerly been made 
up from the excess rice harvest of 
neighboring Burma. The loss of 
Burma by Japanese conquest coin- 
cided with subnormal harvest in 
Bengal and other parts of India last ! 
year. The result has been increas- i 

ing stringency that has now reached 
1 

famine proportions and cannot be 
relieved locally until the new har- 
vests begin to reach the market early 
next year. People are dying whole- 
sale, not only in the cities but in the 
villager as well. Indeed, Calcutta is 
swarming with starving peasants 
who have left their farms and come [ 
to the towns, hoping for food distri- 
bution. Current estimates place the ; 

weekly death toll from starvation in i 
Bengal Province as high as 100.000 
weekly, with the probability of a 

steady rise till the end of the year. 
Furthermore, deaths from sheer 

starvation are being rapidly swelled 
by deaths from epidemic disease, i 

Cholera, dysentary and other filth I 
diseases are always present in India. ; 

owing to the congested, unsanitary 
living conditions of its people. When 
famine lowers their resistance and 
overtaxes sanitary measures, these 
endemic maladies spread like wild- 
fire. The dread possibilities can be 
gauged by the fact that the last 
great epidemic in Bengal, a genera- 
tion ago, took a toll of several million 
lives. 

Such visitations are probably 
harder to control now than they 
were when British authority was 
more immediate and absolute. In 
Kipling's day the responsible officials , 

were nearly all British and had vir- 
tually autocratic powers in an emer- 

gency. During the past two decades, ; 
the Indianization of the civil service 
has gone so far that only the top 
posts are in British hands, and na- I 
tive officials not only average less 
efficient but are also more apt to be 
swayed by local influences. There can 
be no doubt that a great deal of food 
has been hoarded bv native specula- 
tors in anticipation of the famine ! 
and with intent to profiteer by the 
crisis, but the British Government 
does not seem to have used its legal i 
powers to commandeer such supplies 
to the same extent as has occurred 
in some of the self-governing native 
states. The south Indian state of 
Travancore, for instance, where 
famine likewise impended, imposed 
drastic rationing and price control 
months ago. and has thereby averted 
widespread starvation. 

The reluctance of the British gov- ! 
eminent of India to use emergency 
powers which would undoubtedly 
offend powerful native interests and 
increase political agitation is under- 
standable. but the crisis has become : 

thereby all the more serious, and 
relief from distant lands is compli- i 
cated by the shipping shortage and 
wartime priorities. Meanwhile the 
famine is a notable talking-point for 
Japanese propaganda, which has 
recently set up a "provisional gov- 
ernment of India" in Singapore, ! 
headed by the notorious agitator, 1 

Subhas Chandra Bose, and other 
Nationalist exiles. The British Raj | 
is certainly having its troubles, these 
days. 

Domestic Aviation 
Although some authorities have 

estimated that a relatively small 
number of giant planes will be 

enough to take care of future inter- 
national air transportation, others 
have made it clear that this does not 
mean there will be only a slight ex- 

pansion of aviation in this country. 
On the contrary, the expectation is 
that there will be hundreds of thou- 
sands of private and commercial 
aircraft operating in the United 
States not long after the war ends. 

Thus, at a recent meeting of the 
New York Institute of Aeronautical 

Sciences, qualified experts did not 
hesitate to predict that 300.000 
Americans would be flying their own 

planes within a few years after the 
Axis is crushed; that there would be j 
6.000 airports in this country by j 
1950, and that in that year commer- | 
cial flight passengers would number 
as many as 20.000,000. In addition, 
the experts envisioned a rapid and 
spectacular development of airtrains 
pulling glider freight cars from one 
end of the continent to the other, on 

long haul and short haul. 
The fact that international air 

transport may require only a modest 
fleet of big planes- forty or fifty for 
the North Atlantic area, for example 
■—does not alter this prospect of 
huge growth in the domestic field. 
Indeed, a study by the Civil Aero- 
nautics Administration makes a 

special point of suggesting that some 
current aviation prophecies may be 
too conservative, which is possible, 
considering that the Army alone is 

tralning^lmost 100.000 pilots a year 

and that these, together with the 
hundreds of thousands of aviation 
technicians serving in the armed 
forces, will have a special urge to do 
peacetime flying, either privately or 

commercially. 
The potentialities of the situation 

are obviously very great. The era 
of the air is not just a rhetorical 
phrase. We are already in it, and 
not many years from now our avia- 
tion here at home may be on a scale 
even vaster than that forecast by 
the experts. It will certainly be big 
enough, at any rate, to have a pro- 
found and perhaps revolutionary 
effect on our economy and our way 
of living. 

South Pacific Progress 
The landing of Allied forces on 

the Treasury Islands, coupled with 
the invasion of Choiseul by para- 
chute troops, is another step up 
the ladder of the Solomons and 
presumably betokens an offensive 
aimed at the last important nest of 
Japanese resistance in this archi- 
pelago. That is the series of bases 
in the Shortland Island group and 
the adjacent southern tip of Bou- 
gainville Island. Those bases are 

grouped around an inclosed sound, 
much like that in the New Georgia 
group, which has recently been 
cleared. All those bases lie within 
fifty miles of the captured Treasury i 
Islands, and they have been so soft- 
ened up by intensive air bombard- 
ment that the Japanese were unable 
to make any aerial resistance to the 
Treasury Island operation, which 
was opposed only by light ground 
forces. 

Bougainville is the largest island 
of the Solomon group. It is 130 
miles long, with an average width 
of 30 miles. Its interior is moun- 

tainous. some of the peaks exceed- 
ing 10,000 feet. However, its very 
size makes it difficult to defend. 
There is no evidence that the Japa- 
nese have large forces anywhere on 

Bougainville except at the bases of 
Buhl and Kahili at its southern tip. 
The capture of those bases by the 
Allies should, therefore, bring the 
entire island under our effective 
control. And the fall of Bougain- 
ville, the last Japanese stronghold 
in the Solomons, would bring the 
Allies only 200 miles from Rabaul on 

New Britain Island, the key to tlie 
entire Japanese position in the 
South Pacific. 

At this stage of the campaign it 
may be useful to look back and sur- 

vey the operations as a whole. 
Viewed on a large-scale map. our 
gains in the South Pacific do not 
look impressive. Yet a strategic in- 
terpretation tells a very different 
story. Cast the mind's eve back 
fifteen months. At the beginning of 
August. 1942, tire Japanese offensive 
in the South Pacific was nearing its 
climax. In New Guinea they had 
breasted the summit of the Owen 
Stanley range and were driving 
downhill at the Allied base, Port 
Moresby, which they almost reached 
in mid-September of that year On 
Guadalcanal, in the Southern Solo- 
mons. a great airfield was nearing 
completion from which Japanese air 
squadrons could blast the island links 
and water routes in our trans-Pacific 
communications with Australia. The 
initiative still appeared to be firmly 
in Japanese hands. The outlook 
was gloomy. 

Yet one week later came the turn 
of the tide with our surprise landing 
on Guadalcanal. In mid-September 
the Japanese drive on Port Moresby 
was halted and the invaders were 
shattered by the blasting of their 
overland supply route through su- 

perior Allied air power. Concur- 
rently, naval superiority in the re- 
gion passed to the Allies by a series 
of victories, notably by those of the 
Coral and the Bismarck Seas. The 
initiative passed definitely to our 
side and has never since been seri- 
ously challenged on land, sea or 

air. Japanese resistance has been 
stubborn and progress has been pro- 
portionately slow. But Japanese 
resistance has been costly. The 
South Pacific lias proved to be a 

veritable sinkhole for Japanese 
ships and planes weapons Japan 
can afford to lose far less readily 
than manpower. And the combined 
Allied offensive goes steadily on. 

Lifesavers 
It is impossible to give too much 

praise to the lifeguards, the crew 

that rallies round whenever a ship 
is in trouble. Their problems are as 

numerous as Nazis’ excuses for de- 
feat in Russia and Italy. They must 
overcome rough water, darkness, 
howling gales, treacherous shoals, 
jagged rocks, seas aflame with burn- 

ing gasoline. No jam that a vessel 
can get into is too serious for them 
to tackle. 

Yet probably one of their most 
extraordinary rescues was that of a 

thirty-foot powerboat the other day. 
It had gone aground, they were ex- 

citedly informed, was hopelessly 
stuck and had become a severe im- 
pediment to traffic. Would they 
please hurry to such and such a 

location, right in the center of Santa 
Monica, California? On the way, 
they wondered how this could be; 
had some flood or tidal wave dared 
the wrath of the California Cham- 
ber of Commerce and had the nerve 
to wash the vessel there? No; when 
they arrived, picking their way 
through a veritable Sargasso Sea of 
stranded landlubber craft ranging 
from scooters to a full grown, 
angrily puffing Union Pacific train, 
they found their quarry in the 
middle of a dry street, where it had 
slipped off its nearby trailer. "Blow 
me down!” they gasped. "Break out 
the falls. Avast, mates, and yo heave 
ho!” It was but the work of a few 
minutes to salvage the derelict and 
send it off again to the inspiring 
strains of "Anchors Aweigh.” 

A 

Fate of Crimea 
To Be Decided Soon 

By Maj. George Fielding Eliot. 
The fall of Melitopol let loose a flood 

of Russian power across the flatlands of 
: the Nogaisk Steppe. At last reports, the 

Russians were only a few miles from the 

Perekop Isthmus, the landbririge which 
connects the Crimean Peninsula with 

the mainland. Across this bridge pass 
the railway to Kherson and the road 
which roughly parallels it. These are 

the only means by which such German 

troops as still remain in the Crimea 

may be withdrawn, so far as land com- 

munications are concerned. 
How many German troops may re- 

main there is uncertain. There is no 

certain foundation for the frequently 
repeated statement that “hundreds of 
thousands" of German troops are 

“trapped" in the Crimea. The Germans 
have had enough time to get out of the 
Crimea all of the troops of the original 
garrison they wanted to take out, in- 

cluding the forces which were recently 
driven out of the Kuban bridgehead. 
There may be nothing left in the Crimea 
in the way of German soldiers except 
the usual last-ditch suicide units— 
enough, perhaps, to make an attempt at 
landing from the sea cost the Rus- 
sians heavily, or to beat off a parachute 
invasion. There is, of course, always 
the possibility that the Germans may 
have started their evacuation too late, 
in which case there may be a good many 
troops still there; and there is also the 
possibility that the Germans in'end to 
make a tough and prolonged fight for 
the Crimea, We just don't know, as yet, 
and it is not wise to make assumptions 
about enemy intentions until we have 
better evidence of what these intentions 
are than we have now. Finally, a good 
many Germans retiring from Melitopol 
may be caught in the north of the 
Crimea. 

One indication of how things are go- 
ing may be the immediate result of 
Gen. Tolbukhin's dash across the No- 
gaisk Steppe If his troops keep right 
on going until they have cut the Pere- 
kop-Kherson Railway road, that will 
suggest that there is nothing left m the 
Crimea which the Germans think worth 
saving, or at any rate, which they think 
they cannot supply or withdraw by sea 
or air transport. In other words, no 

very large forces, if the advancing 
Ru.-sians run into another German 
“bolt position and are stopped short 
of the Perekop-Khetson Railway, that 
will suggest that the German evacua- 
tion is still going on. or perhaps that 
the Germans intend to make a long, 
hard fight for the Crimea and its one 

remaining route of land communica- 
tions. We should begin to get some 
hint on this point withili the next day 
or 'wo. 

On the w hole. tiie Get man po uioit in 
the Crimea would seem to be a precari- 
ous one. even if they are still there in 
some strengtlt. It would not be hard to 
guess that they (anno' hold the Crimea 
through the winter. They may not be 
able to make a good last stand there. 
They have not enough air power to off- 
set the Russian command of the sea 
and they are not rich enough in ground 
fortes to be able to throw awav the 8 or 
30 divisions which would be ihe mini- 
mum force nms-ar;. for a stout and 
prolonged defense. Hence if the Ger- 
mans now make a strong stand in the 
Crimea, it will almost certainly be be- 
cause the Russians have been too quick 
for them, and they are therefore fight- 
ing because the\ could not g< away in 
time and there is nothing else to do. 
That is guess work, of course but it is 
guess work which contains more ele- 
ments of established fact than most 
guesses one is able to make about what 
goes on behind the fog of war. 

An interesting j joint which may be 
meed is that Gen. Tolbukhm. in lus 
rate across the Nogai k Steppe, appears 
to be using considerable forces of cav- 
a.r.. Cavalry has been a neglected 
aim in this war; many people think 
of it as being almost as archaic as the 
bow and arrow. But it has its uses. 
We shall perhaps never see again a 
spectacle as the charge of the French 
Cuirassiers, swords in hand, on the 
British squares at Waterloo. The cav- 
alry commander of today regards the 
horse not as a battle charger, but as a 

Prime mover which carries a rifleman 
or a machine gunner to a place where 
he can use his weapons. The reason 
for the decline of tiie cavalry is that 
motor transportation of various kinds 
can usually do that carrying job quicker, 
better and with less total expenditure 
of effort. However, in a country like 
the Nogaisk Steppe, where there are no 
roads worth mentioning, no local sup- 
plies for motors, but plenty of forage 
for animals, and where greater speed 
of movement than that of marching in- 
fantrv is essential, the horse still has a 
useful function. The excellence of ihe 
Russian staff work is attested by the 
fact that those conditions were e\i- 
dently foreseen, and that the cavalry 
was close at hand and ready when the 
brea kt hrough ca me. 

(Copyright. IMG. New York Tribune. Inc) 

'What Canada Needs' 
From the Toronto Telegram. 

Not only visiting Americans but many 
Canadians who travel around the roun- 
tr\ would find life more enjoyable if 
cooks in hotels and restaurants would 
learn how to get the best flavor from 
the fine quality of meat. fowl, vegetables 
and fruits which this province produces. 
Every traveler has recollections of excel- 
lent meals prepared in a few hotels and 
restaurants and when he is in the nei^h- 
boihood he makes for these spois. but 
experience has told him that most public 
dining places offer no allure. H is not 
only so in the restaurants of villages and 
towns but in those localed in the large 
cities as well. Eating in these places is 
a necessity, but too often it is not a 
pleasure. Hotelkeepers and restaura- 
teurs need not blame it on the war. The 
condition prevailed in times when every- 
thing was cheap and plentiful. 

Increased Air Power 
From the Boston lleraid. 

It is obvious that, the greater our 

superiority in the air becomes the 
shorter the war will be. The prelimi- 
nary engagements at the perimeter will 
be less grevious to us. The blows which 
the tanks, mobile artillery and infantry- 
men can strike at the heart of Europe 
and Japan will be far more effective if 
superiority in the air becomes absolute 
supremacy. It is not only a let-down In 
production, which we must do every- 
thing possible to avoid. We should 
speed up our efforts until the cry "more 
planes, more planes’’ comes no longer 
from our hard-pressed fighters. 

I THIS AND THAT 1 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

‘■TAKOMA PARK. 
'‘Dear Kir: 

"Yesterday afternoon I saw a little 
bird which I wish you could tell me 

what it was. It was extremely small, 
I am not a good judge of bird sizes, but 
it was even smaller than a chickadee. 

"It was grayish green, quite chubby, 
with some white markings on the w'ings. 
When it bowed its head down, right 
toward me, as it perched in a bush 

outside the window, I thought I caught 
a glimpse of red. I could not be sure, 

because the bird stayed for some time, 
and I didn't see the red again. But I 
am willing to swear I saw it that once. 

"I have looked through our bird books 
but can find nothing that seems to 
resemble it. The bird books confuse me, 
probably it isn't their fault, but my own. 

"This was one of the finest looking 
birds I ever saw, reminding me of 

| porcelain enamel, and I would appre- 
ciate it if you could identify it. 

I "Sincerely yours, J. M. T.” 
* * * * 

The bud was the rub.v-crowned 
kinglet. 

This species is often seen here in 

migration in the spring, and in the 
fall until early m November. 

Occasionally one remains all winter. 
It seems to prefer rhododendrons, and 

where these broad-leafed evergreens 
i exist it may be found, 
i One of the best reasons for planting 

rhodies outside a north window is to 
draw the kinglets. 

Unfortunately many persons who 
have rhododendrons, and who also like 
to watch birds, fail to see this one. 
because lie is extremely quick in all 

; his movements, and not around very 
much. 

He has a way of simply dropping out 
oi sight, especially when perched in his 
favorite evergreen. 

This disappearance is interesting to 
watch One moment the kinglet will be 
right before your eyes. The next, he 
will be gone. 

Sometimes lie simply drops down, 
from leaf to leaf, but occasionally he 
will do the same disappearing trick 
around the corner of the house. 

This last is real magic. 
* * * * 

The red patch on the head is not 
easily seen. 

It may be raised slightly, to give a 
crest-like appearance, when the bird is 
angi v. 

He a.so ran display these feathers in 
the courting season. 

His appearance in spring and fall is 
heralded by a fine song, in the nature 
»'f h true warble. 

It io an amazingly strong song, for 
Mich a small bird, and invariably makes 
a listener think of a very much larger 
bird. 

Unless the listener i> familiar with 
Ins birds, he msv not suspect that the 

loud song he has just heard comes 

from the small fat bird in the shrubbery. 
* * * * 

In the spring the kinglet's song is 
free and flowing, but in the fall there 
will not be much of it left. 

What there is of it is very loud, clear 
t and unusual. It might remind one 

j slightly of the clear notes of the very 
, 

much larger Carolina wren, also seen 

! around here at this time of year. 
Kinglets and gnateatchers are closely 

related families. 
The kinglets usually seen hereabouts 

j aie the golden-crowned and the ruby- 
| crowned. 

They get their common names from 
j the patches of color, or crowns, on their 

| heads. 
They are about the length of a 

| chickadee, but fatter. 
They are about the smallest birds 

which come here, except the ruby- 
throated hummingbird. 

They were named "Regulus" by old 
Linnaeus, himself. 

* * * * 

These petty kings of the bird world 
! are sirictly insect-eating birds. 

They do mankind a real service by 
eating many insects which harm trees, 

j It is said that these fairy-like birds 
survive winters which kill strong men, 
and do it with only a coat of feathers. 

How they do it is the .story of bird 
metabolism, which is one of the swiftest 

j Utilizations of food in the history of 
! living things. 
i Small though they are, and almost 
| unbelievably short, the kinglets are 

j able to keep themselves warm as toast 

| in any winter, provided they can find 
food. 

Leaf-eating larvae and plant lice, in 
i the dormant sta'e, provide their food 

in the cold months In this way these 
tiny birds keep on helping man all the 

| year around. 
By finding and consuming these erea- 

tures. thp kinglets manage to keep their 
temperature up 10 about 103 degrees all 
winter. 

Now 103 degrees is a pietty high tern- 

I perature. And it means Uiat the king- 
let is warm. When man has a tem- 
perature that high, he has a fever, but 
for a kinglet it is just right. 

T; is nor to he wondered at that the 
ruby-crowned kinglet has a fine song. 

He is related, in some obscure scien- 
tific way, with the thrushes, kings of 
song. 

Ornithologis's tell us that tiie small 
kinglets you can say ■•.-mail kinglets" ; 
without being redundant probably do 
more good by eating insects than tiie 
various thrushes, despite the very much 
larger sitp of tiie latter. 

It is amazing, the range of the ruby- 
crowned kinglet. It flies from Ala.-ka 
to Mexico and Guatemala and all points 
in between. Gua'emala. we hate always 

1 thought, must be particularly beloved 
of birds, because so mam of them go 
there 

Letters to the Editor 
iiiciucuon Migseslea 
To Stop Strikes. 
To :pe Editor of Thf S-ar: 

If tills administration were less con- i 
<crned with winning in 1944. and had 
'he courage Hoover showed when he 
ran the bonus army out of Washington, j 
'here would be but one more strike 
during the war 

As soon as it appeared every male 
takmg part, from 18 to 65. would be 
summoned bv his draft board, inducted 
and assigned to that branch of the 
service concerned with his trade. Rail- 
road men would go into the railway 
engineer outfits: miners to the en- 

gineers. After induction each would be 
detailed to the job lie had struck, with 
Arnv. pay plus the usual allowances 
for detached service Under proper ! 
discipline theie would be no slow -downs, 
or not more than two or three 

EX-SERVICE. 
I .ew es, Del. 

[ 

Differs With Views 
Of Traveler in Pennsylvania. 
To 'he Ed or of The S ar 

Tile letter .signed by Impernnax sim- | 
ply does not agree with the facts. A 

very high percentage of the Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch are Democrats and their 
territory has long been known as the 

•'bulwark of democracy'’ task Congress- 
man D. K, Hooh how many Republican 
predecessors he has hade But even 
as Democrats, these frugal and thrifty 

i people never will forgive Roosevelt for 
: burying the little pigs and plowing 

under the wheat during the ‘'scandal 
j of scarcity." 

These sincere, religious people are in 
; favor of the "Four Freedoms.'’ but not 

for the hypocrisy that is being handed 
oiit with them. They are not especially 
strong for Willkie, but they will be 
strong for anybody who will lead them 
in their fight for the fifth freedom- 
freedom from the Roosevelt dynasty. 

I know the Pennsylvania Dutch, and 
I know what they are thinking about, 
for I've lived and worked with them for 
over 50 years. After misrepresenting 
the Pennsylvania Dutch, whom he does 
not know. Impertinax should have 
signed his letter Impertinence. 

GEORGE D. BARBEY. 
Reading, Pa. 

Communications Control 

Proposed in Interest of Peace. 
To the Editor of The Si hi 

A 99-year lease of the communication 
and transportation systems of Germany 
and Italy would be a stronger guarantee 
of peace and reparation than anything 
yet proposed. 

Control and operation of telephone, 
telegraph, mails, express, shipping and 
trucking would not only give constant 
knowledge of the opinions and activities 
of untrustworthy people, but also con- 

| slant opportunity to influence and edu- 

| cate and, if necessary, to coerce. And, 
i wise administration of this contract 

would bring revenue. 

JOSEPH F. ALLISON. 

Change of Navy l nifnrm 
I Advocated for “Pride." 
! To the Editor of The Star: 

Several years ago it was announced 
that a board of Naval officers were to 
consider the question of a new uniform 
for the men of the service, but nothing 
was done about It and nothing will be 
done until a President, a Secretary of 
the Navy or Assistant Secretary, with 
more than a pretended interest in Navy 
welfare, orders it done. 

I suggest the present antiquated garb 
i be discarded for a uniform In which the 

Letters to the Editor must 
bear the name and address of 
the writer, although, the use of 
a pseudonym tor publication is 
permissible. The Sta’- reserves 
the right to edit all letters with 
a view to condensation. 

men ma\ feci pride. The sailor dress of 
t°da\ looks cute on tittle bovs and girls 
up to 7 years of age. but on a bandy- 
legged man of 40 it is positively ridic- 
uioi is. 

The appellation of ‘'gob” would be 
forgotten when the men are decently 
uniformed and the navies of the world 
would follow suit 

ALBERT S BROWN. 

Sees Inconsistency in Drafting 
Some Fathers and Not Others. 
To the Bdi-or Of The S;*r: 

I am quite a fond reader of our 

newspaper- as a matter of fact, it 
is tile only paper that I read at. all. 
However, it, seems to me that prac- 
tically every night there is an article 
on the front page about the drafting 
of fathers. 

My husband was a pre-Pearl Harbor 
father, and he was drafted into the 
Army December 3. 1942. and now is 
overseas. Furthermore, he's not the 
only one—there are plenty of others. 
Personally. I'nr getting sick and tired 
of hearing about it. 

If one father can go. then why 
should another be deferred? I'll agree 
with you that it's hard on their fam- 
ilies. but if one family can get along 
without a father, then why can't the 
rest of them. 

Several weeks ago your paper pub- 
lished an article stating that the 
Maryland State Selective Service Sys- 
tem had just drafted the first pre- 
Pearl Harbor father. As I said before, 
my husband has already been drafted 
and he was on Local Board No 3, Upper 
Marlboro. Mri 

It's not quite fair to draft part of 
the fathers and then start, raising a 

big howl about the rest of them. If 
some of us women can fight this war 
back home, alone, then let the rest of 
them try it, too. Or else, bring our 
husbands back until they are ready 
to draft the rest of them. 

Please don't think that I'm not pa- 
triotic or am complaining because my 
husband has gone to war. because I'm 
not. I merely want to say that what's 
fair for one is fair for all. 

ELIZABETH B. GRIMES. 

Danger of "Fascist Regimrs" 
And Delation Warned Against. 
To the Editor of The Si at. 

The United States and Great Britain 
have recognized a number of govern- 
ments in exile in Europe, most of 
which show signs of representing defi- 
nitely Fascist regimes. Evidence is 
getting pretty clear that the alleged 
"internal conflict” in Yugoslavia, is 
one between the Fascists and the more 
or less radical elements. It is the 
French and the Darlan situation all 
over again, with the "democracies” 
backing up principally the antidemo- 
cratic leaders, of which Mihailovich 
seems to be just one more example. 

When we add this up, and top It 
with the Senate's return engagement of 
its performance in blocking our en- 

trance into any world federation to 

| maintain future peace, even before 
all the War bonds are bought, what can 

we expect from our leaders after the 

present danger is past? 
MINNIE SYKES. 

•S 

Haskin's Answers 
To Questions 

By Frederic J. Haskin. 
This newspaper puts at your dis- 

posal a corps of trained researchers 
in Washington who will answer ques- 
tions of fact for you. They will give 
you access to the Government de- 
partments, libraries, museums and 
galleries. Address The Evening Star 
Information Bureau, Frederic J. 
Uaskin, Director, Washington, D. C. 
Inclose stamp for return postage. 

Q What proportion of thp world's coal 
supply Is in the United States? M. R D. 

A. More than one-half of the world’s 
known coal supply Is In the United 
States. 

Q. What is the weight of a soldier* 
pack? E. L. H. 

A The War Department says the 
weight of a full pack of our soldiers 
ranges from 55 pounds to 70 pounds, 
the average being a little over fio pounds. 
The pack is lighter In combat, zones. 
Soldiers are required to march about 
20 miles with full packs. 

Q. Is it true that more homes are 

being destroyed by fire than are being 
built?- D. R 

A In 1042 approximately 350.000 
dwelling units werp built in an effort 
to solve the housing problprn and during 
the same period 305 ooo were attacked 
by fire. Many of them were totally 
destroyed. 

Q. What is the ancestry of -fie Gov- 
ernor General of Canada? C. N. B. 

A. The Earl of A’hlone 'Alexander 
Augustus Frederick William Alfred 
George Cambridge, is the third son of 
the first Duke of Teck. 

Q Did women smoke in Colonial 
da; S. B P. 

A Women of all classes are known 
to have smoked. 

Q What famous musicians conducted 
from memory? D W. 

A. Mahler. Nikiseh Rt- h’er and Von 
Bulow all conducted familiar work? from 
memory. Von Bulow was the first to 
do this regular!;, belie1, ing iha’ "a score 
should be in the conductors head, not 
the conductor's head in the score Tos- 
canini and Furtwangier are modern 
musicians whose exceptional memories 
mnkp it possible to conduct without a 
score. 

Q Why is the abbreviation for 
the word ••hundredweight"? R O 

A. The letter c stands for cen'Uffi, 
Latin word for "hundred." Wt. is the 
abbreviation for "weight." 

Q Did William Howard Taft hold anr 
office after he left the president", and 
before he became r'nie; Justice of the 
Supreme Court? M R 

A He was a professor m Vale Uni- 
versity. 

Q How much gold is held by the 
United States? J. K L. 

A. Tire United States holds about 
$22,500,000,000 or approximated 70 p*>- 
cent of the total amount of monetary 
gold in the world. 

Q Please describe the firing bomb 
mentioned bv Mr Churchill as being 
used against Allied shipping R R N. 

A Tire bomb apparently Is launched 
from a plane that remains out of range 
of antiaircraft batteries and has some 
form of rocket propulsion It is either 
radio-controlled bv the parent plane or 
has some sort of electronir device that 
causes it to chop near or strike the 
target ship. 

Q In which part of Japan do th* 
"hairy Ainus live? K. C. L. 

A 11 ip Ainus ha\ e h\pd as a subject 
race in Hokkaido, the northern island of 
Japan for oxer 1.000 years Thev are 

regarded as the aborigines of Japan and 
are characterized by much hair on the 
face and body. 

Q Who originated the phrase "Ain't 
God good to Indiana "? L. O. 

A. William Herschell wrote a poem 
with this title. Tile author is said to 
have picked up the phrase from an old 
man who. while sitting on a log m the 
sun and fishing in the R. .e River, gazed 
oxer the surrounding country and re- 
marked: "Amt Gori gr>od to Indianny?" 

Q Do monkevs use their right limbs 
more than their left, like humans?— 
D R. 

A. Morvkrys and other animals in gen- 
eral do not use their right limbs any 
more than their left. In some species, 
however, one limb is used more con- 

stantly than the other. 

Q What is humidity? w. f: c; 
A. Humidity is the amount of water 

vapor in the air compared with what it 
can hold. If Hie air has all the water 
vapor it can hold at that temperature, 

! the humidity is 100 per cent, and if it 
gets any wetter, i: will make fog or dew. 

Q What was the 16-to-l theory’— 
H K N. 

A. The "16-to-l theory" of William 
Jennings Rryan was ba.-ed on the ratio 
of the xalue between gem and si 1 vpr 
as established b\ an act of the Congress 
in 1837. The exact ratio is 15.9B8 to 1. 

Q Why is 8 considered a luc.kv num- 
ber? E. S. R. 

A. According to Pythagorean philoso- 
phers, 8 was tlie number of justices be- 
cause it divides evenly. As the first cubs 
it was believed to represent the corner- 
stone and hence plenty. 

All Souls' Eve 
Listen! The tramp of ghostly men 

Who battle under Mars' red sign, 
Vowing the question once again: 

“Why do men fight, your brother 
and mine?” 

! Gleaming like moonlight's ritual. 
Shaking like leaves on an aspen 

tree. 
Hero and despot, great and small, 

Each holding his identity. 

Chill are their words as an eerie 
wind 

Touched with the frost of a cold 
blue dawn, 

Men who have suffered, men who 
sinned, 

Cry out their story and then are 
gone. 

You—with the banner stained with 
tears, 

You—with the lances red and rust; 
Still beats your question on our ears, 

I And never an answer stirs the dust. 
JOHN RICHARD MORELAND. 
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