
Varga Girls Are Habit-Forming, 
Post Office Counsel Implies 

The implication that Esquire's 
Varga girls are habit-forming and 
that attorneys for the magazine 
have spent three weeks trying to 
get the United States Government 
used to the habit was made today 
by federal counsel as both sides 
made their final arguments before 
a Post. Office Board. 

Only Calvin Hassell, Federal at- 
torney. didn't say girls. He said 
"wenches," which probably Is mail- 
able, because Mr. Hassell works for 
the Post Office and ought to know. 

Mr. Hassell said many unpleasant 
things about the magazine, includ- 
ing the charge that it was "a trail- 
blazer in pandering to pruriency,” 
before he concluded his plea that 
Esquire be deprived of its second- 
class mailing privileges with this: 

"Counsel (for Esquire) has tried 
to accustom us to these Varga 
wenches and other objectionable 
matter. You can get accustomed to 
anything If you go over it often 
enough, and I think that's what 
counsel was trying to do.” 

Bromley Denies Attempt. 
Bruce Bromley, chief attorney for 

the publication, said this wasn't so. 
He said the Varga girls remained 
so consistently on display during 
the past three weeks because they 
represented the Government's prin- 
cipal objection to Esquire and be- 
cause he wanted the 47 witnesses 
who apeared for both sides to make 
up their own minds as to the purity 
Pf Mr. Varga's pictures. 

The Post Office attorney said Es- 
quire had been "a most troublesome 
publication since 1936 or 1937 when 
it was first found necessary to rule 
out several issues. Again in No- 
vember and December. 1940, he ex- 
plained, certain matter in Esquire 
was held to be unmailable. 

Mr. Hassell read a parody on "The 
Nignt Before Christmas,” which he 
said the outraged Post Office made 
the magazine take out of its Decem- 
ber. 1940, issue before the depart- 
ment would allow the publication to 
be mailed. He said the verse was 
"filthy and indecent with its con- 
notations." 

Then, for 19 months, the Post Of- 
fice decided to precensor Esquire 
and other publications, Mr. Hassell 
said, but this scheme finally had to 
be abandoned in May of last year 
because it was taking up too much 
time. Mr. Bromley maintained that 
the kind of material in the mag- 
azine's 11 issues cited by the Post 
Office was of exactly the same char- 
acter *s that which the Post Office 
examined during the year and a half 
of precensorship and that there had 
been no objections then. 

Itrplores "Pinups, 
"Tt makes me wonder." the Esquire 

attorney said, "whether some out- 
side, sinister force has induced them 
it he Governmenti to reverse their 
position." 

The Government counsel went on 
*o say that the reason Esquire car- 
ried some material which was un- 

questionably decent was that, "the 
public can only stand so much ol 
this prurient matter." He deplored 
the fact that soldiers have shown 
a tendency to paste up the Varga 
girl in their barracks and said this 
proved that, they got some "sexual 
enjoyment" from them. 

Mr. Bromley contended that the 
magazine should not. be judged as 
to its effect on any particular class 
of society but on its effect on an 

'average human being—the reason- 
able man." He pointed out that the 
Government complained of 90 items 
on 2.000 pages in the 11 issues and 
that, of these features 60 were ap- 
proved by one or more Government 
witnesses. 

"Of 38 witnesses introduced by 
us." he said, "not a single item w’as 
characterized as obscene. These 
witnesses ranged from the presi- 
dent of Smith College down to Con- 
gressman White well, I can't put it 
that way—to the most humble." 

Cites Record. 
He said Esquire has never been 

prosecuted under* any criminal 
statute for obscenity during the 10 
years it has been in existence. 

After arguments are completed, 
the board, headed by Walter 
Myers, Fourth Assistant Postmast- 
er General, will make a recom- 
mendation to Ramsey S. Black. 
Third Assistant Postmaster General. 
Mr. Black will make the final de- 
cision. Just how the First and Sec- 

ond Assistant Postmasters General 
feel about being by-passed this way 
is a matter of conjecture, 

Final witness for the Government 
yesterday was the Rev. Dr. Thomas 
B. Moore, prior of St. Augustine's 
Benedictine Monastery and a prac- 
ticing psychiatrist. 

Father Moore found a phrase right 
out of Esquire itself which, he saitj, 
described the magazine about a.s 
well as anything he could think of. 

"What It Doesn't Say.” 
"It suggests." he read, "what it 

doesn't say." The words In the ma- 
gazine. naturally, were referring to 
something else. 

Bruce Bromley, attorney for Es- 
quire, read the witness a long list 
Df contributors to the publication and 
asked Father Moore after reading 
each name whether he had ever 
heard of the author. Among the 
writers of whom the witness said he 
had never heard were Sholem Asch. 
John Dos Passos, Theodore Dreiser, 
Ernest Hemingway, D. H. Lawrence. 
Maurice Materlinck, Andre Maurois, 
Thomas Wolfe and John Steinbeck. 
He said he had heard of Thomas 
Mann but didn't know who he was. 

"Did you know." Father Moore 
was asked, “that men like Gen..Mac- 
Art hur and Donald Nelson are sub- 
scribers to Esquire?" The witness 
said he didn't know that. 

73.000 Copies for Soldiers. 
"Did you know." Mr. Bromley In- 

quired. "that the War Department 
has ordered 73.000 copies of Esquire 
especially for distribution to bases 
abroad?" Father Moore said he 
didn't know that either. 

"Would these facts change your 
opinion as to whether the magazine 
is indecent?" Mr. Bromley asked. 

"No. it would not.” the witness 
said. He said he regretted "very 
much" the distribution of the pub- 
lication to soldiers by the War De- 
partment. 

Bathing Suit Discussion. 
Earlier in the day, the difference 

between women's bathing suits for 
bathing and bathing suits for just 
sitting around and looking pretty 
were brought out by Mrs. Harvey 
Wiley, chairman of the National 
Womans Party, president of the 
Housekeepers' Alliance, editor of the 
Equal Rights magazine, chairman of 
legislation for the Genera! Federa- 
tion of Women's Clubs, and a mem- 
ber of the Daughters American Rev- 
olution. 

Mrs. Wiley said she thought it was 
all right for women to wear bath- 
ing suits when they have bona fide 
intentions of going swimming and 
when they confine themselves to the 
proper environment—namely, the 
beach. Even some such suits, honest- 
ly worn, she said, were sometimes 
not all they should be. 

Mis. Wiley was shown a photo- 
graph of a young lady in what cer- 
tain people might call a ravishing 
bathing suit. 

"Pvc never seen anything like that 
at the Chevy ChRse Club," she told 
Mr. Bromley. I don't think it 
would be allowed: 

1920 Garb "Revolting." 
Mr Bromley handed her another 

pictmp showing a woman in a 1920 
bathing suit, complete w’ith full- 
length bathing hose 

I m revolted by it," Mrs. Wilev 
said. 

"Is it indecent?" Mr. Bromlev 
wanted to know. 

"I don't wish to say whether it's 
indecent or not." the witness replied I would have to see the woman in 
it. I don't like her attitude But 
I would have to see her." 

"Would it help any if I told you the young lady here is Annette kel- 
lerman >movie actress Rnd glamour 
girl of f. generation ago>?" the at- 
torney inquired 

"Well.” said Mrs, Wiley, "if if* 
Annette Kellerman its not inde- 
cent." 

At this point the witness turned 
to the board I think I'm being trapped, your honor." she said. 

"Oh. you've found that out," said 
Mr. Bromley. 

I knew I was going to be trapped whe.n t came here. she said. 
“In What Wav" Is Question, 
Trapped in what way?" the 

lawyer asked. 
You want to make me out a 

prude." She pointed to the press table. "I know’ I'm going to be 
raked over the coals by those peo- ple over there,” 

Hod Carriers' Suit 
Ruling Hinges on 

Labor Disputes Act 
Whether an injunction will be 

Issued as asked in a civil suit 
brought by 40 members of Local No. 
74 of the Building Laborers and 
Hod Carriers' Union, which also 
seeks accounting of funds and a 
court-supervised election, now may 
depend on how District Court, rules 
on the applicability of the Norris- 
La Guardia Act. The act places 
certain restrictions on the courts 
regarding the issuance of injunc- 
tions in labor disputes. 

Late yesterday, the plaintiffs 
filed a "memorandum” which claims 
the act is not applicable in the ease. 
The memorandum, filed by Attor- 
neys Hyman Glickstein and Samuel 
Levine, also claims defendants 
made no formal motion for dis- 
missal of the case. 

Thp defense, however, also filed a 
memorandum, through Attorneys 
Bripn McMahon. Robert E. Lynch, 
Nicholas J. Chase and .John J. Don- 
nelly, jr., which claimed the Norris- 
Ls Guardia Act bars injunctive ac- 
tion in the case. 

.Justice .James M. Proctor last 
week denied a preliminary injunc- 
tion sought by the 40 union mem- 
bers against the union officers. The 
suit ehargpri that Local No. 74 was 
being used as "a dues-collecting 
racket.” 

Among defendants named in the 
civil suit was Larry Kelly, former 
treasurer of the Building Commit- 
tee of Local No. 74 and former 
president of the union's District 
Council, for whom a bench war- 
rant, was issued earlier last month 
to assure his appearance as a wit- 
ness before a local grand jury. The 
grand jury is investigating possible 
misuse of union funds and possible 
liquor floor tax violations. 

Invasion Due Any Time, 
Paris Radio Declares 

IONDON. Nov. 6—The zero hour 
for the invasion of France might 
strike at any moment, .Jean PRquis. 
Paris radio military commentator, 
said last night in a broadcast re- 
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72 D. C. Men to Leave 
For Active Duty Monday 

The armed forces will get 72 Dis- 
trict selectees now on their post- 
inductlon furlough when they re- 
port for active duty Monday, 

Among those in the group are 41 
men for the Army. 24 for the Navy and seven for the Marine Corps. 

' 

The list follows: 
Army. 

Ihomas. Winfield R. Brown. John F Hogarth. Miles T. Johnson, William 7 

Jone?S Leslie*Jn ° liopkm" Herman W 
wln„; L Hampton Thomas, ii Minoi. Fleming Glascoc. Mercellus Tarlton, James T. Smith. Bolden Berkley. Paris P Thuivoe George A 
Patterson. Calvin V, Thomas, John W 
Johnson, Charles A.Jackson. Richard C Shovel*. Willie T. Boolware. Johnn* 
James. William Price. Htllarv H. 
Jackson, Thomas Taylor. Girnir 
Anderson. Peer Jones. Jack J 
Brown. Charles H, Stewart. Ralph L 
Glascoe. Geoise E. Meredith. Edward W. 
Hunts. Ernesi w Thompklns. Vinc't L. 
Mitchell. George Muldrow. Eddie 
McCalip. Benjamin F.Watson Nathaniel T. 
James. Solomon Gross, Toomas 
Gordon. Melvin B Watkins. Harry O. 

Davis. W. J. 
Ni»*. 

Hill R; vino id K. Moore Ij*wrfnrP W 
Hamilton. Richard H.Milev Cleveland M. 
John.son. Will,am E.Morgan. Leroy 
Hunter Robert L Dublin. Rotera 
Smallwood Jo«epn A.Pleasant. Herbert. 
Dicker?. Clarence F.Wt’son. George 
Conrad. Wilbert H. Thome Rufu? 
Huieg,. Eggwood Walker. Maurice L 
Willtims. Willie H. H;:man!. Fester 
Whit ted. I.ce B .’ones. William 
Borrow. Henr* F. Lone. Hubert 
Greggs. James L Burle?s, Chester L. 

Murine Corps 
! Volt. Charles H. M.\ieL?ar. Rufus D. 
Spiker. William H. Knox David E 
Goodman Daniel J. Thomson, Charles H 
Lynch. John T_________ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Occasional 

CONSTIPATION 
Relieved Promptly, Easily 

Here’s how: Take one or two E-Z 
Tablets at bedtime. They’re very 
tiny and practically tasteless. Next 
mornins they’ll "act" without grip- 
inj or unpleasant after-effects. 
Don't continue to suffer from slug- 
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fT herever thought fulness of others shines like n star 

a-top ci (di risl mas tree, the true spirit of (]hristmns 
is found — the Christmas Store is ready to do its 
share in keeping that spirit untarnished for you 

First on Your 
Christmos List 

wor bonds ond stomps, 
opposite os many nomes 
os possible. Find them 
in the Christmas Store 
at the Victory Booth, First 
Floor—or any Service Desk 
except the First Floor. 

Enjoy Music 
While You Shop 
Christmas organ recitols 
start on Monday, Novem- 
ber 8. Daily except Thurs- 
day, from 12:30 to 1:00 
ond 4:45 to 5:15. On 
Thursdays, 2:30 to 3:00 
ond 7:30 to 8:00. 

Earlier than ever, during September and October, joyous planning for Christmas-for-others 
was in the air, as Washingtonians came to Woodward & Lothrop for gifts for those who so 

especially deserve a vast share of our thoughtfulness—our men and women in service over- 

seas. 

Now you are making lists again, but, this time, for those at home—for the children whose 
radiant eyes already are full of Christmas and also for those "back home" who so richly 
deserve tangible expression of your love—and, importantly, for men and women in the 
service here in America. Need we remind you, then, that an even finer thoughtfulness is 
expressed in your shopping early—early in the day, too, if you can. You know, as we do, 
that personnel shortages are severe, that many items are unobtainable and that trans- 

portation and delivery systems are overtaxed. The post office requests that you mail all 
your gifts in November, so early shopping helps you and others. 

» 

Christmas lives forever—war has never won a victory that dimmed its essential glory. So, 
this year, in the Christmas Store, let your choice of gifts show the special loving fore- 
thought that makes Christmas not just a day when presents are exchanged ... but a day 
given over to making others deeply, memorably joyful. 

* 


