
cNazis Hesitation at Salerno 
.Gave Gen. Clark His Chance 

f i ms is ine jijrn m a senes of 
1 articles detailing for the first 

time the story of the most daring 
attack the Allies have yet hurled 
against fortress' Europe — the 
Salerno invasion.) 

By L. S. B. SHAPIRO. 
r 

War Correspondent of the Montreal 
Gazette. 

On Sunday morning, September 
„12. Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark and 
* his 5th Army headquarters left 

the U. S. S. Ancon to establish 
themselves ashore. Just as our land- 

ing craft pulled away from the 
j ship, a burst of ack-ack fire greeted 
■ another Luftwaffe attack. We mod- 

estly accepted it as a 200-gun sa- 

| lute to mark our departure 
1 The decision of Gen. Clark to es- 
; tp.blish himself ashore was taken by 

most, to indicate that the bridge- 
| head battle was over—and won. 
i Gen. Clark knew better. The rea- 
J son for going ashore was far less 
i comforting than that glibly dis- 
i cussed as we sat around our for- 
] ested bivouac area. Only to his 
I personal staff did the general con- 

] fide his concern for the next sev- 

) enty-two hours. The Germans were 
i concentrating tremendous strength 
I ir. the Eboli-Contursi sector; their 
counterattack was inevitable. If it 

| were delayed three or four days, we 

j would have the strength ashore to 
meet it. If it came promptly, the 

| situation would be difficult—most 
; difficult. 
i Our troops are tired, let’s admit 
i it,” a dust-covered staff officer said 
j Sunday afternoon after a tour of 

the front lines. 
I "But they’re holding,” he added. 
I ‘‘They're holding well, even If those 
1 

eighty-eights are playing hell with 
'em.” 

Bridgehead Is Held. 
We were holding a dangerously 

narrow bridgehead stretching 25 
miles along the beach from Salerno 
to Agropoli. 

The Germans continued their 
devilish thrusts. And behind these 
thrusts their main counterattack 
was in the making. 

Gen. Clark made two moves to 
meet the threat. He ordered an 
American infantry division to come 
ashore across already overloaded 
beaches and along our limited and 
clogged roads and he requested 

: British-American naval units—our 
only effective heavy artillery—to 
ecme as far inshore as possible and 
blast the German concentration 
area with everything they have. 

When darkness fell over the 
bridgehead that Sundby night, the 
sultry air was filled with the muffled 
screams of heavy caliber naval shells 
hurtling overhead toward the Ger- 
man concentration area 6 to 8 miles 
beyond. 

Crisis Approaching. 
The crisis of Salerno was fast ap- 

proaching. We all knew it now-. 
There was little sleep at headquar- 
ters that night. 

On September 13 we were in the 
very center of the Salerno bridge- 
head on the fifth day of the battle, 
the desperately critical day never 
4o be forgotten by those who lived it. 

Aerial reconnaissance during the 
afternoon continued to bring in re- 
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ports of Intense German activity 
behind Battipaglia. The road be- 
tween Battipaglia and Eboli was 
thick with German traffic. Obvious- 
ly the main counterattack was being 
mounted. 

The German plan thus far had 
worked with a 50 per cent efficiency, 
The Luftwaffe had failed in its task 
to smash the Salerno armada and 
to make the beaches untenable for 
further landing operations. But the 
15th and 16th Panzer Grenadiers 
had been markedly successful in 
harassing our troops with cunningly 
executed counterattacks, preventing 
us from consolidating a line and 
buffeting our troops into a physical 
and mental exhaustion which is the 
penultimate stage of diaster. 

Attack Is Expected. 
At 3 p.m. this correspondent was 

summoned to the operations tent. 
A senior staff officer smiled grimly 
as he showed me the map. 

"We know the counterattack is 
coming. We don’t know when," said 
the officer. "If it comes Wednesday 
or after, we’ll stop it cold. If it 
comes today or tomorrow—well, 
anything can happen.” 

Pour hours later, as a blood-red 
sun was dropping into a slot behind 
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the sea, the German sledgehammer 
■truck. 

The climactic stage had been 
launched in the German plan to 
smash our bridgehead. 

Dusk was the time chosen by the 
German command; in the rapidly 
failing light and on a fluid front 
our superior air power could not 
exert its strength in close support. 

Under covering fire of an esti- 
mated 60 tanks being used as mobile 
artillery, German infantry pressed 
forward between the rivers. Seven 
miles from the beach, they struck 
at the left wing of the Americans. 
It was a resounding blow for which 
our exhausted troops were ill-pre- 
pared. In the uncertain light be- 
tween dusk and moonrise, fierce 
hand-to-hand fighting raged on 
level farmland. 

Allied Line Wavers. 
The Allied line wavered—and at 

the critical point between the rivers, 
German tanks tore through the 
gap, hell-bent for the junction of 
the rivers. 

Just south of this battlefield, the 
Germans launched a companion at- 
tack from Altavilla, pounced on the 

Americans bolding Albanelli, drovi 
them south and west of the town 

The stage was now set to spill 
the Allied bridgehead, engage th< 
two sectors in detail, and drive there 
into the sea. 

At 9 p.m. a whistle blew in tht 
bivouac area of 5th Army head- 
quarters. 2,500 yards from the Junc- 
tion of the rivers. All officers wert 
asked to gather in the center area 

A graying colonel addressed them 
in a level, lifeless voice. “German 
tanks have broken through oui 
lines,” he said. "They are coming 
down the Sele toward this camp 
All officers will take a roll call ol 
their men. All troops who havt 
guns—and that means everybody— 
will be alerted for further instruc- 
tions. That's all.” 

Suddenly all sound ceased to exist 
Gunfire, traffic, everything seemed 
to have melted away. A full moon 
streaming down on our forested 
area created bizarre patterns of 
light and shade on the ground. 

Writer Feels Panic. 
Instinct kept pounding words of 

panic into my mind. Why not run? 
Anywhere. Just run. Why wait here 
for the Germans to come and col- 
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lect you? Run. Run. Perhaps down 
to the beach, 3 miles across open 
field. Perhaps down the highway 
to Paestum. But run. 

Over a hedge I heard a soldier 
singing in a carefree, off-key voice: 
"I’m a Yankee Doodle Dandy. Yan- 
kee Doodle do or die. .” That 
made me feel better. Some one was 
cheerful. 

We sat on a log—Reynolds Packard 
of United Press, Herbert Matthews 
of the New York Times and myself 
—and our conversation was light and 
mostly empty. Sammy Schulman of 
International News Photos, pale, his 

| cameras hanging lavishly from his 
,, 
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shoulders, produced a bottle of 
whisky he had been hoarding since 
we left Africa. 

“That’s the nice thing about a 

crisis,” said Mr. Packard. “It invari- 
ably produces a bottle of whisky.” 

Captain Offers Revolver. 
A captain strolled over to our 

group of correspondents and offi- 
cers. “I’ve got an extra revolver 
here,” he said, “no use wasting it. 
Who wants it?” One of the group 
took it. 

The uncanny quiet persisted. An 
officer in the group said, "If any of 
you gets out of this—and I don’t— 
would you tell my wife I was think- 
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ing about her? She know* how I 
feel about her.” 

At midnight a lieutenant colonel 
came out of the operation* room. 

"The highway south is clear. They 
haven’t cut it. We’re going to move 
camp to a new area a few miles down 
the road. There’ll be truck* enough 

ADVERTISEMENT, 

Does Wonders' 
For Sore, Hot 
Sweaty Feet! 
When your feet ery out for relief, do the 
right thing for them, Sprinkle Dr. Scholls foot Powder on them and into your shoes 
snd stoekings. Presto! Your feet feel grand 

just that quick! This famous foot special- ist s soothing foot powder does wonders for 
hot, tender, tired, sweaty, puffy or odorous 
feet. Makes them feel so relaxed, so com- 
forted in new or tight shoes, you’ll marvel. 
(Jet Dr. Scholl’s Foot Powder today. Costa 
but t trifle. At Drug, Shoe, Department Stores and Toilet Goods Counters. 

for everybody—twelve men to a 
truck.” 

Four miles down, we turned into 
a farm road, bumped through a 
heavily wooded area. Here we 
stopped. I trudged to the nearest 

(See SHAPIRO, Page A-18.) 
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