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Our 22nd Tour 

Apennine Villagers 
Groan as Germans 
Scorch Their Earth 

By DANIEL DE LUCE. 
Associated Press War Correspondent. 

RIONERO, Italy, Nov. 12 (De- 
layed).—This little Apennine village 
of 1,800 souls reeks today of the old 
fires which the Germans lighted and 
dozens of stone houses have been re- 
duced to gaping craters by enemy 
mine explosions. 

Rionero stands at the 3.200-foot 
crest of the pass over which runs 
the mountain highway from Isemia 
to Rome. 

Ahead only 5 to 7 miles the erst- 
while peaceful settlements of Al- 
fedena, Castel Di Sangro, Scontrone 
and Montenero are burning. 

In sparkling winter sunshine of 
the first clear day this week Italian 
refugees groan with, helpless fury at 
the sight of the Germans scorching 
their earth. Two nights ago the 
Nazis abandoned Rionero, putting to 
the torch some 40 buildings and 
blowing up others in tremendous 
blasts which temportarily de- 
molished “via Roma,” the street 
which threads the village from end 
to end. 

4 Persons Slain. 
Four persons were shot dead by 

enemy machine-gunners for trying 
to salvage household treasures from 
their burning homes. 

“One was an old woman, one a 

young girl and the others men,” 
said grizzled Tony Andreano, 56, 
who came back to his Italian farm 
years ago but left his son, Alberto, of 
Cleveland, Ohio, to grow up an 
American. 

Yesterday British Eighth Army 
patrols occupied Rionero. The vil- 
lagers were so sunken in grief and 
fear that they neither cheered nor 
offered the usual bouquets of flow- 
ers. 

This still is virtually the front 
line. Odd shells still whistle over- 
head. 

At noon 24 Allied bombers at- 
tacked the enemy around burning 
Alfedena. High gray clouds of 
smoke hang over that village now 
in an otherwise cloudless sky. 

Wounded soldiers, flres, the con- 
fused rumble of distantly exploding 
bombs contrast fantastically with 
the calmly grazing flocks of sheep 
in the nearby green fields and the 
peasants—men, women and children 
—plowing and hoeing the damp 
earth of fertile hillsides between two 
ranges of snow-capped mountains. 

Nazis Flee Without Battle. 
“Via Roma” which disappears 

over the rugged horizon ahead 
seems to this correspondent neither 
impassable nor impregnable. Rio- 
nero is 80 miles in a straight line 
and 120 miles by road from the 
eternal city of Rome. German de- 
molitions now in progress indicate 
the enemy's position is being aband- 
oned without a standup battle. 

The 8th Army’s progress the 
past week has been a triumph of en- 

gineering. If our sappers keep on 
dealing so successfully with de- 
stroyed bridges and mined roads Al- 
lied infantry and artillery will con- 
tinue to push the Germans back 
indefinitely. 

The Americans are coping aggres- 
sively with German resistance to the 
west and 8th Army commanders 
give them high marks for their 
fighting penetration of the strong 
points on the British flank. On the 
east coast the 8th Army itself 
is patrolling actively. 

The march on Rome goes slowly 
but surely forward. 

Rionero represents a nine-mile 
jump ahead in the central sector 
from Isernia. It is a symbol of Ger- 
man ruthlessness and is certain to 
be avenged later by the Italians. 

A Miracle of Faith. 
Toothless, dust-stained Lino Sapri 

whose sons Dominic and Armando 
are believed by him to live now at 
3357 Washington boulevard, Cleve- 
land Heights. Ohio, took me into 
Rioner's three churches, San Bar- 
tolomeo, Trinita and Santa Maria 
Carmello. 

In each candles still stood upright 
in holders beside richly draped al- 
tars and polished holy vessels un- 
touched. Stained glass windows had 
been broken, but otherwise the, 
churches escaped damage although 
the buildings around them had been 
erased by German demolitions. 

“That was a miracle of our faith,” 
said Lino Sapri. 

Italy 
(Continued From First Page.) 

Casalagnida and Nazi-held Atessi, 
and succeeded in occupying im- 
portant high ground. 

The struggle during the last week 
has demonstrated conclusively that 
the Germans still cherish the hope 
of staving off a real attack on Rome 
for months, thereby nullifying any 
prospects the Allies have of using 
Italy as a jumping off point for 
further assaults against Axis-held 
Europe in the spring. 

The terrain and the weather as 
well as reinforcements of several 
divisions which the Nazi command 
moved into the line during the last 
week combined to give Gen. Mark 
W. Clark and Gen. Sir Seward L. 
Montgomery one of the toughest 
assignments any Allied commanders 
have yet faced. 

The Germans have 11 divisions 
(perhaps 165.000 men) on the line 
now. and the Americans, slugging 
It out with tough enemy veterans 
from the Russian front, found that 
the mountain strongholds around 
Mignano had been prepared with 
meticulous care. 

Gun Positions in Rocks. 
Machinegun, mortar and even ar- 

tillery positions have been blasted 
out of solid rock ledges with mines 

WHERE ALLIES PENTRATE GERMAN LINES—8th Army pa- 
trols have crossed the Sangro River in Italy (upper arrow), as 
American forces of the 5th Army captured Filignano and Poz- 
zili in the Venafro region (lower arrow), Allied headquarters 
in Algiers announced. Allied destroyers bombarded German 
positions in the Gulf of Gaeta (ship symbol). —A. P. Wirephoto. 

Rites Formally Open 
Henderson Hall, for 
Women Marines 

Attended by ranking officers of 
the Navy and Marine Corps and 
guests of enlisted personnel, the for- 
mal opening and inspection of Hen- 
derson Hall, Marine Corps barracks 
for the Women’s Reserve, was held 
last night. 

Located on Arlington Ridge road, 
opposite the Navy Department Ar- 
lington annex, it houses approxi- 
mately 1,400 women members of the 
Marine Corps working in Washing- 
ton. Provided on the compound are 
four barracks, officers' quarters, 
recreation hall, administration build- 
ing including a 10-bed infirmary, 
and mess hall. 

The residents until a month ago 
lived at Arlington Farms, the WAC 
barracks at Fort Myer. the Cairo 
Hotel and in Suitland, Md. Among 
their ranks are women plumbers 
and electricians assigned to make 
minor repairs on the post, and 
others working with the Marine 
Corps as truck drivers, draftswomen, 
photographers and stenographers. 

Girls arriving from Camp Lejeune, 
the training school at New River, 
N. C„ first are assigned to the tem- 
porary mess detail for a month be- 
fore being placed in office work. 
Under the direction of First Lt. 
Ellen J. Gill, mess officer, they pre- 
pare and serve three meals a dav, 
cafeteria style, to the 1,400 residents. 

Compound Patrolled. 
Armed with clubs, flashlights and 

whistles, two girls patrol the inte- 
rior of the compound on two-hour 
shifts throughout the night. If any- 
thing unusual is observed, the girls 
are instructed to sound three blasts 
on the whistle to summon the male 
guard stationed at the gate. 

“Nothing ever happens and they’re 
bored to death.’’ observed First Lt. 
Eva F. Tibbetts, commanding officer 
of Company E last night. 

Movies are shown five nights a 
week in the recreation hall, which 

has a seating capacity of 530. Space 
has been provided there for a beauty 
salon to be manned by four Marine 
Corps operators when it opens in 
about six weeks and a gymnasium 
in which equipment will be installed 
shortly. 

A company is housed in each of 
the four barracks under the super- 
vision of a company commander 
and two company officers. Each of 
the “squad rooms” is equipped with 
double-decker beds for a total of 
92 persons. Laundry facilities are 
provided, with electric dryers to dry 
clothes in 15 or 20 minutes. The 
girls are allowed liberty each night 
until 1 o’dock, and until 2 o'clock 
Saturday night, and are permitted 
to entertain "dates” in the down- 
stairs lounges until 9:30 p.m. 

Plans are under way to form clubs. 
Groups already have been formed 
for horseback riding, photography 
and hiking. Another group is work- 
ing on a musical comedy. 

Present at last night’s inspection 
tour were Lt. Col. Miles S. Newton, 
commanding officer of the Second 
Headquarters Battalion, Marine 
Corps; Capt. Martrese Ferguson, ex- 
ecutive to the commanding officer; 
Rear Admiral Ferdinand Reich- 
muth, commandant of the Potomac 
River Naval District; Brig. Gen. L. 
W. Waller, jr„ director. Marine 
Corps Personnel Department, and 

jMaj. Gen. Seth Williams, Quarter- 
master, Marine Corps. Music was 
funished by the Marine Corps Or- 
chestra. 

D. C. Officer Reported 
Prisoner of Germans 

Second Lt. Miles C. McCormack. 
22. of 2545 Waterside drive N.W.. 
who was repoited missing in action 
by the War Department Monday, is 
a prisoner of the German prison 
camp StaJag Luft No. 3. according 
to a telegram his mother. Mrs. 
Josephine C. McCormack, received 
last night from Adjutant Gen. Ulio. 

The telegram said lire Interna- 
tional Red Cross had received a 
report stating Lt. McCormack was 
a prisoner in the Geonan prison 
government. It. added that a letter 
containing further information was 
following. 

of every type planted along every 
avenue of approach. 

The advent of winter on the bat- 
tlefront found this situation: 

1. The Allies are 40 miles past 
Naples but still are virtually double 
that distance from Rome a month 
and a half after Naples was taken 
and over two months after Marshal 
Badoglio's capitulation. 

2. The Allies have achieved two 
objectives in securing a great air- 
base system around Foggia and are 

compelling the Germans to throw 
into combat more than half of all 
the divisions they had in Italy when 
the Italians quit. 

3. Foggia’s airfields remain only 
about 75 miles from the front lines, 
closer than desirable for perma- 
nent bases of the four engined 
bombers whose winter assignment 
is to beat Axis communications and 
industries to a pulp. 

4. Rome itself is valuable pri- 
marily from a political standpoint. 
From the standpoint of ground 
forces operating against reallv vital 
and strictly military objectives, bet- 
ter targets are roughly 240 miles 
beyond the present front—Florence. 
Leghorn, Rimini and the entry to 
the great Po Valley. 

Nazis Killed By Own Mines. 
Heavy mining by the Germans 

caused trouble to themselves in 
one incident yesterday in which 
Americans of the 5th Army cap- 
tured a hill, killing 30 Germans and 
wounding 30 others. In their re- 
treat the Nazis ran into one of their 
own minefields and suffered further 
casualties. American casualties were 
one killed and three wounded. 

The Germans on the 5th Army 
front put up their most stubborn 
resistance in the Venafro and Mig- 
nano regions, which they appar- 
ently considered the most vulner- 
able part of their lines, for a deep 
Allied wedge there would threaten 
other points of their line. 

To the west along the Tyrrhenian 
coast the German patrols were in- 
creasingly active. Crossing the 
Garigliano River in some instances. 

Headquarters disclosed today that 
Allied destroyers and RAF planes 
joined in a bombardment of enemy 
positions along the Gulf of Gaeta 
north of the Garigliano River Tues- 
day night and again at dawn Wed- 
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nesday in support of 5th Army op- 
erations. 

The planes dropped flares and 
bombed as the warships shelled. 

The Allied air command sent 
| planes to bomb the Germans in the 
Balkans again yesterday, Mitchells 
hitting an oil refinery at Berat and 
the nearby Kucove airfield in Al- 
bania and American and British 
fighters strafed a landing ground 
at Mostar, Yugoslavia. 

Air operations over Italy were 
widespread yesterday, the Allies 
hitting at German supply lines. 

Parachutists Help 
Nazis Gain Foothold 
In Fighting on Leros 
by the Associated Press. 

CAIRO, Nov. 13.—The Germans 
In an all-out effort to take Leros 
from the Allies landed reinforce- 
ments both by boat and by para- 
chute and on the second day of 
stiff fighting got a footing on 
the northwest corner of the tiny 
Aegean island, it was disclosed 
officially today. 

The Germans dropped numerous 
parachutists in the center of Leros 
as sea-borne invaders landed on the 
coasts, and N^zi dive-bombers at- 
tacked the British and Italian de- 
fenders repeatedly. Landings were 
made in force on the West Ccast. 

Reports from the island continued 
to be sketchy as the Allies fought 
off the second day of attack. No 
authoritative person in Cairo was 

hazarding any predictions on the 
eventual outcome. 

A British Middle East command 
communique today said that 
“throughout yesterday the Germans 
continued to reinforce their troops 
invading Leros and are endeavoring 
to consolidate their beachheads. 
Fighting continues and casualties 
are being inflicted on the enemy.” 

Crete Tactics used. 
The Germans, m dropping para- 

chutists were using tactics which 
were successful in the investment 
of Crete in 1941. 

The Middle East Air Command 
sent long-range fighters as well as 
bombers to strafe the German 
beachheads and hammer island 
bases from which German reinforce- 
ments could be sent. 

Leros is so small—eight miles 
long by three miles at the widest 
point—that the defenders’ job was 
difficult. The island is cut by deep 
inlets, complicating transportation. 
It is two miles across a mountain 
goat track from the town of Porto 
Lago to the point at which the Ger- 
mans secured their foothold on a 

bay on the west coast. 
(The BBC said the Nazis were 

driving for Leros, principal town 
of the island. 

• Berlin radio said the island 
had been taken by the Germans. 
British holdings in the Aegean 
now consist only of the islands 
of pamos, Nicaria and Castel- 
rosso, the radio added. 
Neither the Germans nor the 

Allies had said previously that Ni- 
I caria. 12 miles west of Samos, had 
been taken by the British during the 
Allied gains made in the Aegean 
campaign shortly after tftu Italian 
capitulation. 

Airfield on Rhodes Bombed. 
Previously the Nazis retook the 

islands of Cos and Symi in the Do- 
decanese. 

Striving to hold their island step- 
ping stones to Greece, British 
planes sharply bombed the Maritza 
airfield on German-held Rhode* by 
night and hit at least two vessels 
in an enemy convoy in daylight yes- 
terday near Antikythera Island, 
midway between Crete and the 
Greek mainland. 

Antimacchia airfield on Cos was 
raided twice Friday night. 
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'Technical' Italian Government 
Formed in Abdication Crisis 
By the Associated Press. 

ITALIAN GOVERNMENT HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN SOUTHERN 
ITALY, Nov. 13.—Marshal Pietro 
Badoglio organized a “technical" 
government today in a makeshift 
move obviously forced by the flat 
refusal of Italy’s main political lead- 
ers to join any government until 
King Victor Emmanuel has abdi- 
cated. 

The Bagoglio government, which 
until now has been described as be- 
ing simply "Badoglio and a secre- 

tary who uses the hunt-and-peck 
system” on the typewriter, was re- 

vamped to consist now of the aged 
marshal and a series of under-sec- 
retaries and experts who will carry 
on the actual business of govern- 
ment, but who will neither play any 
political role nor participate in any 
policy making. 

This stop-gap was necessitated by 
the refusal of any members of Italy’s 
six leading political parties to join 
in any government under the King, 

whose 43-year reign has covered the 

birth, flowering and fall of Fascism. 

| The parties followed the lead of 
Count Carlo Sforza, who returned 
from American exile to win their 
support. 

The King has temporarily stymied 
any moves to oust him by sitting 
tight and ignoring the political crisis 
on the grounds it was impossible to 
obtain a representative government 
until Rome falls into Allied hands. 
The King's supporters, few in num- 

ber, cited a letter which they said 
the political underground in Rome 
sent asking that no permanent gov- 
ernment be formed until it could 
have a voice in it. 

It was reported a few days ago 
that the King probably would abdi- 
cate soon and that Badoglio, whose 
loyalty to his sovereign is well 
known, probably would resign as 

premier at the same time, leaving 
the field clear for Sforza. 

The Rome political junta has 
'shown no Indication that it will try 

to keep the King In power, but until 
It can take an active part the « 

Sovereign Is using Its existence for 
a political respite. 

The Allied policy as set by Prime U 
Minister Churchill and President 
Roosevelt has been to keep Italy 
functioning behind the armies and » 

not to force any political showdown. f\ 
The lack of a strong government 
under Badoglio has resulted in num- 
erous abuses by local officials who 
have been using Fascist laws to keep 
themselves in power. 

In the little town of Orumo, 
about 20 miles west of Bari, a pro- 
fessor was arrested by the 
Carabinieri for talking publicly 
against the King. Other incidents 
have been reported to Allied author- 
ities from other towns where local 
Fascist officials have broken at- 
tempts to overthrow them by using 
police and Mussolini-concocted 
laws. These laws, curbing civil 
liberties, have not yet been repealed. 

Political weeklies are now appear- 
ing. The organ of the party of 
action, "L'Italia Del Popolo,” came 
out Armistice Day with a long dis- 
cussion of the merits and demerits 
of monarchy and republic with sev- 
eral pointed digs at the King. It 
was the most outspoken article on 
the King yet published. 
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