
Amphibious Forces Storm Chesapeake Shores 
In Simulated Invasion of Washington 

OFT TO MAKE A BEACHHEAD—These soldiers are practicing ship-to-shore landing operations at the amphibious training base at Camp Bradford, Va. They are jumping off a small landing craft with a front ramp. _-U. S. Navy Photo 
(First of a Series.) 

By CARTER BROOKE JONES. 
It was 3 a.m. Chesapeake Bay 

was chill and placid. Off through 
the Solomons area not a shore light 
was visible. Even the lighthouse on 

the far point was dark. The silence 
that clung to the bay was strange, 
ominous. 

One ashore couldn’t have seen the 
darkened shapes that slipped 
through the middle of the quiet bay, 
nor could he have heard the wake 
they stirred. But he would have 
felt there was something wrong with 
the night, and he would have waited 
uneasily for something to happen. 

Nothing relieved that vague ten- 
sion as "the hours dragged toward 
dawn. No reassuring ship's whistles 
were heard. But just before sunrise 
a series of staccato explosions rolled 
over the water somewhere in the 
distance. 

As light filtered gradually over the 
bay two waves of powered boats, 
miles apart, swept up to beaches 
on the western shore. Soldiers 
dashed out and into the woods 
fringing the shores. The crackle of 
small arms drifted back from be- 
yond the beachheads. Flares shot 
Up from spots miles apart. 

Troopships at Anchor. 
Daylight disclosed a bay seething 

with activity. Big troop transports 
were at anchor, not too close to- 
gether, and cargo ships completed 
the group. About these ships 
swarms of boats of a dozen designs 
and purposes churned—going ashore 
and returning constantly, carrying 
troops, munitions, supplies. 

We stood, some 15 correspondents, 
on the dop deck of a LST (landing 
ship—tank) on which we had 
cruised up the bay from Norfolk 
during the night. Our ship was not 
involved in the landing maneuvers 
—it was acting as an obseryer—but 
we were circling about close to 
everything. Through glasses we 
could see what was going on ashore, 
see the whole panorama of the com- 

plicated operation. 
By 7 a m. several assault waves 

had landed, and the two beachheads 
spotted in this dress rehearsal for 
war had been firmly established. 
Each wave had its specific missions. 
Some boats brought only troops, but 
othfers followed closely with the 
munitions, food and medical sup- 
plies they would need at once. The 
larger craft and the landing ships 
took in jeeps, trucks. They could 
have delivered tanks and tank de- 
stroyers if these had been required. 

rianes Circle Overhead. 

Squadrons of planes—Army and 
Navy craft—were circling. One of 
them loosed a smoke screen. It 
settled over the water, then lifted 
and hung like a dark clud. Another 

plane zoomed low over our ship, 
almost scraping the masthead. A 

strafing foray. It was pres'umed, we 

later learned, that the Navy planes 
were friendly, the Army's hostile. 

The sun climbed higher, revealing 
a serene autumn day. The operation 
continued methodically. Each of the 
transports must be unloaded. Re- 
serve troops went over the sides and 
down the nets into LCPs. Jeeps, 
trucks, ambulances, ammunition 
boxes and provisions were hoisted 
out of holds and into the landing 
craft. Four of our sister ships— 
LSTs—pushed into the shore, opened 
their bow ramps and disgorged ve- 

hicles of various types. The fast 
LCIs—trim, ocean-going warships 
that carry infantry—dashed in with 
their doughboys, who piled out of 
the twin ramps on the forward 
sides. 

Toward noon we boarded the flag- 
ship and learned from the com- 

mander of the task force details of 
the plan. The flares had meant, in 
effect.: "Made landing. Pushing in- 
land." Indicating that everything 
was O. K. so far. The blacked out 

flagship had pushed in at 2:30. The 
other transports and self-sufficient 
landing ships had gone during the 
night to their designated areas. 

Objective Is Crossroads. 
The immediate objective was a 

crossroads settlement called Bertha 
some miles inland. The troops land- 
ing on the beach to the north and 
those who wrent in at Drum Point 
far to the south, were to converge 
on Bertha from opposite directions 

The ultimate theoretical objective 
the task force commander explained 
was Washington, and it was to be 
presumed that new convoys would 
reinforce the troops constantly until 
they were in sufficient strength tc 
move on the Caoital. 

And it was thus a real enemy 
might have invaded—assuming (a 
sizable assumotion) that he could 
have eluded the mines and the ait 
and surface patrols and got from the 
orean. through Hampton Roads and 
into the bay. 

No detail was spared to make the 
operation realistic. The Navy had 
token over the whole area, routing 
regular bay traffic to the other side 
Shore lights, even the lighthouse 
had been extinguished. A score oi 
large landing craft and a myriad oi 
small ones unloaded the transport 
•f men and materials. 

"It all went very smoothly,” th< 

force commander commented. ‘‘We 
altered our original plans somewhat 
as information came back from the 
landing beaches.” 

As we watched the sailors hoisting 
a jeep out of the hold, an LCP 
(landing craft-personnel) was lifted 
by the davits to the main deck. In 
it were ‘‘wounded” men, each tick- 
eted according to orders. Their 
stretchers were lifted to the deck. 
Th» seriously wounded are evacu- 
ated from beachheads as soon as 
possible. A medical officer and his 
crew, taking their equipment, al- 
ways land soon after the first waves 
of troops. 

Reports Come In. 
The captain, who commanded a 

ship in the North African invasion, 
was receiving reports constantly of 
what progress the mock invasion 
was making. Later, again boarding 
our LST, we sailed in close to one 
of the beachheads and saw the 
markers of various colors and de- 
signs—code symbols for the sectors 
where supplies of different cate- 
gories were to be landed. 

For the regimental combat team 
that made the landings this was a 
maneuver of fateful significance. It 
was a rehearsal for war. With this 
full-scale invasion exercise, these 
soldiers were completing their 
course in amphibious warfare—a 
postgraduate school which they at- 
tended after finishing their general 
training. 

After bivouacking ashore for a 
night or two, they would return to 
their transport and go back to camp to await the rest- of their division. 
When the division, split up for am- 
phibious training, is remobilized, its 
commanding general may receive, 
any day, orders sending it to one of 
the fighting zones. 

We had witnessed landing prac- 
tice for another class in the schools 
directed by the Amphibious Training 

: Command of the Atlantic Fleet. > 

Secrecy Is Ended. 
And, as Commodore Lee P. John- 

son, commanding the amphibious 
training force, has told us earlier In 
the tour, the Navy was lifting for 
the first time the screen of secrecy 
which had hidden this program since 
its inception. 

Headquarters of the training com- 
mand is in a suburb of Norfolk, on 
Hampton Roads. Here you see the 
unprecedented spectacle of a train- 
ing program directed and conducted 
jointly by the Navy and the Army. 

The Navy is in command, Jor it is 
charged with seeing that invading 
soldiers get ashore and are protected 
and aided until they are firmly 
established. Yet the Army is repre- 
sented liberally on the staff of the 
high command and its officers teach 
the soldiers, with the co-operation 
of Navy experts. 

Thus, Brig. Gen. Prank A. Keating is the senior Army officer at the 
training command. 

This is a joint service command. 
Commodore Johnson emphasized, 
adding: “This is not a Navy war 
or an Army war. It’s a joint enter- 
prise. While amphibious training 
primarily is a Navy job, this does not 
mean one side dictates to the other. 
I think it’s the first time in history 
that the land and sea forces of any 

major power united in operations 
and training.” 

All this Gen; Keating confirmed 
with enthusiasm. 

The world saw, in the Solomons 
area, the result of this co-operative 
training—the precise teamwork be- 
tween Army and Navy that made 
the ambitious maneuver move on 
the beam. But before we went there, 
we saw details of the vital work 
which the Amphibious Training 
Command is carrying on at several 
schools around Norfolk. Much of 
this schooling Is dramatic and fasci- 
nating, and some of it will be de- 
scribed in the course of this series. 

Pacific 
_(Continued From First Page.) 

150 more being slain Tuesday. If 
these are not overlapping reports, 
at least 700 enemy troops have 
died there recently attempting to 
check the American offensive.) 
The exact distance gained Wed- 

nesday from the initial beachhead 
was not stated. 

The beachhead bypasses enemy 
troops garrisoned around Buin on 

Bougainvilles south coast and is 
260 miles southeast of Rabaul. 

The new' raid on Soerabaja, the 
third of the war, was made Friday. 

In the extremely vital but less 
spectacular air war on Japanese sup- 
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CONVENIENT TERMS 

1004 F St. N.W. 

'Sly barges, P-Sfts a#ept low In the 
logadjlm sector of Northeastern 
New Guinea on the approaches to 
\fadang, destroying six barges. P-39s 
ire being used more and more on 
:uch strafing and bombing sweeps. 

American airmen, pounding the 
big Japanese naval and air base at 
Rabaul, New Britain, with Increas- 
ing fury, have clipped three more 
warships and 88 planes from the 
enemy’s defenses. 

This latest strike was made last 
Thursday, it began during the 
night with an attack by Liberator 
bombers on Rabaul airdromes. 
Carrier-based torpedo and dive- 
bombers, escorted by fighters, fol- 
lowed with a series of daytime 
attacks. • 

The final score, as reported in 
official communiques: A Japanese 
cruised and 2 destroyers sunk; 1 cruiser and 11 destroyers damaged; 88 enemy planes shot down. Allied 
losses: 17 planes missing, some 
others damaged; minor damage and casualties to ships of the car- 
rier-escorting force and their per- 
sonnel. 

Twenty-four of the Japanese air- 
craft were shot down over Rabaul 
while Navy torpedo and dive- 
bombers were hammering enemy surface ^iips in the harbor. 

Apparently hoping to catch one 

of the carrier* undefended, the -en- 
emy sent 70 medium and torpedo 
bombers against it as a second wave 
of planes was taking off for the 
Rabaul assault. But anti-aircraft 
gunners were on the alert, and 
other planes were in the air in suf- 
ficient number to repulse the at- 
tack. 

Sixty-four of the attacking planes 
were shot down durinng the ensuing 
battle of an hour and 20 minutes. 

"I never saw such a hail of ack- 
ack,” said Ensign James A. Warren, 
a Hellcat pilot from Grand Rapids, 
Mich. "And I never saw such 
bravery. 

“Our squadron leader (name 
withheld) spotted a Jap torpedo 
bomber making a run on a carrier. 
He dived right through our own 
ack-ack to catch that Nip. Our 
leader lost his life, but he saved 
the ship.” 

Seven Jap Warships Sunk. 
The successful action raised the 

toll of enemy ships at Rabaul this 
month to two cruisers and five de- 
stroyers sunk, 10 cruisers and 13 de- 
stroyers damaged, and a cruiser 
probably damaged. 

Prior* to the Thursday attack, re- 
connaissance had revealed 23 war- 
ships at Rabaul. Friday there were 
only eight. It Was believed some 
had been withdrawn to Kavieng. 
Reconnaissance also showed consid- 
erable reduction in air power at 

Rabaul. 
Gen. MaeArthur** spokaaman said 

that the "greater part of the Japa- 
nese air effort now apparently Is 
being used to support the situation 
on his kewak-Rabaul front." Wewax 
Is on the northeastern New Guineau 
coast. 

Strong torpedo and dive bomber 
attacks were made against enemy 
forces on Bougainville Island, but 
no changes were reported in the 
ground positions. 

Dr. Lyman Swormstedfs 
Funeral Tomorrow 

Funeral services for Dr. Lyman 
Beecher Swormstedt, 90, dean of 
Washington physicians, who died 
Thursday, will be held at 2 p.m. to- 
morrow at Hysong’s funeral home, 
1300 N street N.W. Burial will be 
private. 

Dr. Swormstedt had practiced in 
Washington for 62 years before his 
retirement a year ago. A pioneer 
in homeopathic medicine, he had 
been associated with the Homeo- 
pathic Hospital here since its found- 
ing in 1881 add was a member of 
the Homeopathic Medical Society. 

His widow, Mrs. Mabel G. Sworm- 
stedt, prominent club woman; a 
daughter, Mrs. Helen Mansfield of 
Wellesley, Mass., and a grandson 
survive. 
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