
U. S. Catholic Bishops 
Voice Dissatisfaction 
With Moscow Pacts 

The Catholic bishops of the United 
States last night expressed misgiv- 
ings over pronouncements of the 
Moscow conference, in the first 
official comment of the Catholic 
hierarchy, in this country on the 
declarations signed November 1. 

“The declarations of the Moscow 
conference do, indeed, open the way 
to necessary international co-opera- 
tion for peace as well as for war,” 
the bishops declared. ‘‘In this they 
represent a definite step in the right 
direction.” They added significantly: 

“They do not, however, dispel the 
fear that compromises on the ideals 
of the Atlantic Charter are in pros- 
pect. Some things these documents 
imply by statement, and more signif- 
icantly still by omission, leave an 
uneasiness in minds intent on peace 
with justice to all." 

The Atlantic Charter, signed by 
President Roosevelt and Prime Min- 
ister Churchill in August, 1941, pro- 
posed no territorial changes “that 
do not accord with the freely ex- 
pressed wishes of the peoples con- 
cerned, and called for restoration of 
rights of self-government “to those 
who have been forcibly deprived of 
them.” The Moscow declarations 
omitted any reference to the eventual 
fate of such countries as Finland, 
Latvia, Estonia and Lithuania, al- 
though Austria was singled out and 
given a promise of restoration as an 
independent power. 

2,000-Word Statement. 
Their comments on Moscow were 

contained in a 2.000-word pro- 
nouncement adopted at the Amer- 
ican Catholic hierarchy’s annual 
general meeting here last week and 
was released by the National Cath- 
olic Welfare Conference. 

Calling for a “good peace” once 
history is won. the bishops declared 
“It is imperative that the nations 
in satisfaction of their responsibil- 
ities unite in setting up interna- 
tional institutions for the preserva- 
tion of world peace.” 

But'basic to the right ordering of 
International relations, they said, is 
“the recognition of the sovereignty 
of God and of the moral law, as 
treasured in the Christian tradi- 
tion.” 

Brotherhood Stressed. 
"The ideal of human brotherhood 

must inspire international rela- 
tions," they continued. "Only when 
this ideal is accepted by men and 
nations will the exploitation of the 
weak cease and jungle exaltation 
of might be outlawed. This does not 
mean that national rights and na- 
tional sovereignties, rightly inter-; 
preted, must be surrendered to a! 
world government. It does mean 
that every nation and every people 
must recognize and satisfy its obli- 
gations in the family of nations.” 

Citing the “sorry experiences" of 
Other countries from "Government 
by decree under a dictator or a 

party,” the bishops declared “it 
Would be a tragic mistake to for- 
sake our tradition of law even to 
achieve a great efficieney in admin- 
istration.” 

"It would be a greater tragedy.” j 
they added, “to forsake our tradi- 
tion of law for a currently popular 
philosophy which fails to base law 
on the eternal maxim of justice and 
disregards the inalienable rights of 
the citizen which derive from God.” 

Distressed at Delinquency. 
The statement also: 
Expressed distress over increased 

crime, particularly among youth, 
and declared “a greater effort to 
protect the stability and the sanc- 

tity of the home and to inculcate 
moral disciplne will contribute much 
to the solution of this problem.” 

Voiced “a grave warning against 
the propaganda of so-called planned 
parenthood which violates the 
moral law, robs the family of its no- 
bility and high social purpose and 
weakens the physical and moral 
fiber of the Nation.” 

Bespoke interest in the welfare of | 
minorities, particularly colored per- 
sons and the Spanish-speaking pop- 
ulation. Saying colored persons 
should have in fact the rights given 
them by the Constitution, the bish- j 
ops said "this means not only po-; 
litical equality but also fair' eco- 
nomic and educational opportunities, 
a just share in public welfare proj- 
ects, good housing without exploita- 
tion and a full chance for social ad- 
vancement of their race.” 
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STATE DEPARTMENT RECORD OF MOSCOW PARLEY—Dele- 
gates to the recent tri-partite conference In Moscow, seated 
around a huge circular table, carried on their discussions under 
a painting of another parley depicting the signing of a 20-year 
alliance between Britain and Russia on May 24, 1942. Among 

those at the table are: No. 1—Anthony Eden, British Foreign 
Secretary. No. 2—Secretary of State Hull. No. 3—Maxim Lit- 
vinoff, former Russian Ambassador to the United States. No. 
4—Vyacheslov Molotov, Russian Foreign Secretary. The State 
Department released the photo yesterday. —A. P. Photo. 

Russia 
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were killed or wounded in the 
wrecks. 

Southeast of Zhitomir the Ger- 
mans beat frantically at Russian 
forces holding the town of Fastov. 
One German wave fell back only 
after 17 tanks were destroyed and 

1800 men killed. In another sector 
128 tanks and 80 gasoline trucks were 

destroyed and an infantry regi- 
ment dispersed. 

Stalin's special order of the day 
described Zhitomir, a town of 95,- 
000 persons, as "a most important 
junction of communications and a 

powerful strongpoint of German 
defenses." 

Three cavalry divisions were 
among the spearhead troops which 
won back Zhitomir, cutting th> 
Odessa-Leningrad railroad—the last 
important north-south link short 
of the prewar Polish border for the 
Nazis, hard pressed in White Russia 
and now ominously outflanked in 
their last Ukraine stand. 

Reds Drive 700 Miles. 
Just a year ago the Germans 

were smashing triumphantly on Sta- 
lingrad and threatening the Volga. 
Since then the Russians have driven 
approximately 700 airline miles to 
Zhitomir, and stand about the same 
distance short of Berlin. 

The Odessa Leningrad railroad 
actually was cut October 2 with 
the Russian capture of Nevel far to 
the north, but the capitulation of 
Zhitomir is of far more importance 
to the Germans as it means they 
will be forced to use a round-about 
system of narrow-gauged tracks al- 
most 100 miles west. The fall of 
Nevel had meant only minor re- 

routing for the Germans through 
Polotsk a few miles to the aouthwest. 

The cutting of the railroad at 
Zhitomir now opens the way for a 
Soviet plunge into old Poland and 
the already panicky Balkans, as the 
frfcnt is only 120 miles from Bessa- 
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RUSSIANS CUT KEY GERMAN RAIL LINK—Capture of Zhito- 
mir, announced by Moscow yesterday, cut the major German 
rail connection between Odessa and Leningrad. Zhitomir, 85 
miles west of Kiev, is only 60 miles from the prewar Polish border 
and 120 miles from the Bessarabian frontier. Shaded area is 
German-held. Broken line indicates front of two months ago. 

—A. P. Wirephoto. 
rabia, which Rumania annexed after 
the last World War and which Rus- 
sia reclaimed before the Nasi inva- 
sion. 

The secondary link on which the 
German armies in the center of the 
long front must now depend for the 
shifting of troops and the bring- 
ing up of supplies extends from 

Minsk through Baronwicze and 
Rowne. then eastward to Shepetov- 
ka and southward to Proskura on 
the Odessa-Lwow line. 

For short -north-south hauls In 
this area the Germans still have a 
line running northward from Koros- 
ten and southwest through Shepe- 
tovka, but the Russians already are 
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nearing Korosten and may have ef- 
fectively curtailed use of the rail- 
way. 

15 Miles Gained in Day. 
Gen. Vatutin’s final onslaught in- 

to Zhitomir carried 15 miles in a 
single day along the Kiev-Zhltomir 
highway from Korostyshev through 

I the thick of the German defense 
system—and despite flurries of snow 
and sleet, which the Germans used 
as an alibi to help explain away the 
loss of the valuable railroad and 
communications center. 

But it is this same freezing cold 
which is paving the way for the 
blasting of an even broader Russian 

i highway of assault westward to 
Poland, the Balkans and Berlin. 

Par north of Zhitomir, where the 
Russians already are pushing Into 
the hardening ground of the Pripet 
marshes, the freeze now enables the 
Red Army to use tanks and motor- 
ized artillery'. Southeast of the 
Zhitomir wedge even the mile-wide 
lower reaches of the Dnieper, where 
another Red Army drive now is 
checked, will freeze over by early 
December. 

In a desperate attempt to save 
Zhitomir, the Germans threw in 
strong units of tanks and infantry 
but after sharp battles the Soviet 

forces swept on through the German 
defenders. 

The German radio explained that 
the great length of the Russian front 
and “the inadequacy of sufficient re- 
serves” permitted the “numerical” 
superior Russians to make occa- 
sional breakthroughs of Nad lines. 

In celebration of the fall of Zhito- 
mir Moscow’s victory guns boomed 
again with 20 salvos from 224 guns. 

South of Rechitza hard, deep 
freezes made the ground more suit- 
able for fighting and violent tank 
battles were reported. The Russians 
were said to have broken the Ger- 
man frontlines and to have captured 
a series of fortified trenches and 
garrisoned villages. The Red Army’s 
immediate objective in this area ap- 
peared to be Kalinkovlchi, another 
Nazi strongpoint on the Odessa-Len- 
lngrad rail line. The Soviets claimed 
3,000 Germans had been killed in, 
this area in the last two days. 

The Red Army systematically was 
widening its bridgehead on the 
Kerch Peninsula, front reports said, 
and, aided by strengthened forces 
which the Red Navy was moving 
across the strait by night and un- 
der the cover of fog, was closing in 
on the city of Kerch. 

The newspaper Izvestla said that 
around a settlement near Kerch 
the Red Army had slaughtered 1,500 
Nazis and that Soviet warplanes in 
Increasing numbers were attacking 
the Germans in the Kerch hills, 
hunting out batteries and silenc- 
ing them. 

Miss M'Afee Promoted 
To Captaincy in WAVES 

Mildred H. McAfee, director of the 
Women’s Reserve of the United 
States Naval Reserve, has been given 
the rank of captain, the Navy an- 
nounced yesterday. She has held 
the rank of lieutenant commander 
since she was selected to head this 
branch of the naval service, and the 
new rank was authorized by an act 
of Congress November 9. 

A number of lieutenants. Includ- 
ing the assistant director of the 
Women’s Reserve, Lt. Tova Petersen 
Wiley, will be promoted to lieuten- 
ant eommander. 

All lieutenants. Junior grade, who 
would have been eligible by length 
of service for promotion October 1, 
will be promoted to lieutenant. Cer- 
tain other lieutenants, Junior grade, 
serving in particular billets ealling 
for higher rank, will be promoted to 
lieutenant. 

In the future, promotions of en- 
signs and lieutenants. Junior grade, 
of the Women’s Reserve will be ef- 
fected en bloc, at the same time and 
on the same basis as similar promo- 
tions for men. 

Every time you lick a War savings 
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