
Weather Forecast 
Partly cloudy, cooler tonight. Tomor- 

row fair, rising temperature. 
Temperatures today—Highest, 54, at 
12:01 a.m.; lowest, 47, at 7:20 a.m.; 53 
at 1 p.m. Yesterday—Highest, 65, at 
3:45 p.m.; lowest, 38, at 2:45 a.m. 
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RAF Tricks Nazis, Blasts Leipzig 
After Bombers Feint at Berlin; 
Details of Iran Parley Awaited 

23 Craft Lost; 
1,500 Tons of 
Bombs Hit City 

By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 4.—The RAF 
Bomber Command, tricking the 
Germans with a well-timed 
shift of targets, sent Mosquitos 
roaring over scorched Berlin and 
heavy bombers feinting at the 
Nazi capital last night, then 
struck with devastating effect 
at the great German trading 
and railway center of Leipzig, 
where 1,500 long tons of explo- 
sives were unloaded. 

The deception drew off the great 
majority of German night fighters, 
which rose once more to give battle 
when a part of blockbusting squad- 
rons headed for the battered capital. 

Then just as the main attack 
seemed about to break over Berlin, 
the major armadas streaked south- 
ward 90 miles and hit Leipzig, from 
where the Nazis have been trying to 
succor the capital with food and 
supplies. 

23 Bombers Missing. 
The Air Ministry, which first an- 

nounced that 24 bombers were miss- 

ing from the night attack, later 
corrected the figure to 23, as com- 

pared with the previous night's losses 
of 41 in the 1,500-ton attack on 

Berlin. 
Battered Berlin, however, did not 

escape new destruction. 
As the heavy bombers made their 

abrupt turn toward the south, swift 
two-engined Mosquitos darted in to 
strike selected targets and keep the 
weary capital under siege for the 
second successive night following 
five heavy blows. 

Striking well after midnight in a 

quick change of procedure, the heavy 
bombers dumped high explosives and 
incendiaries on Leipzig's industry 
and on her freight yards, already 
strained to the limit to accommo- 

date Russia-bound war traffic cur- 

rently forced this way by Berlin's 
mangled communications. 

First reports from crews returning 
at breakfast time from the 1,000- 
mile round trip told of a concen- 

trated and effective bombing of the 
city, of more than 700,000 population. 

Large Railway Terminal. 
Leipzig is one of the world's 

largest railway terminals. Main rail 
lines from Regensburg, Berlin and 
Kassel intersect there and it is one 
of the gateways to the Eastern front. 
More than 20 firms there are en- 

gaged in the manufacture of air- 
craft components and it also is the 
home of assembly plants for JU-88s 
and ME-109S. 

Reports reaching Spain from Ger- 
many said Leipzig was one of the 
several big cities in the Berlin area 
now being drawn on heavily to sup- 
port the capital's bomb-battered 
millions. 

The raid was the eighth of the 
war on Leipzig, last battered by the 
RAP on the night of October 20 
after a long respite lasting since 
late in 1940. 

A Swedish businessman told 
Stockholm correspondents only to- 
day that the industrial city appeared 
back to normal when he was there 
a few days ago. 

Other Cities Supply Bread. 
Other RAF planes rounded out the 

night's assaults by sowing mines in 
enemy shipping lanes, and fighters 
lashed out at enemy airfields over 
a wide area. 

Berlin said raid alarms had been 
sounded again this morning in parts 
of Eastern, Central and Western 
Switzerland, indicating that day 
raiders were out over the continent. 

Stockholm dispatches said the 
center of Leipzig was "laid in ruins” 
with heavy casualties among the in- 
habitants. 

The RAF's fake stab at Berlin 
caught Leipzig's defenses almost 
flatfooted, according to the Swedish 
accounts. 

Mosquitos Get Revenge. 
The newspaper Aftonbladet said 

the German Foreign Office had 
promised that one objective struck 
in last night's Mosquito raid on Ber- 
lin "will especially be avenged," but 
the target was not named. 

A Berlin broadcast said Leipzig’s 
population had suffered losses, and 
made the usual assertion that "nu- 
merous public buildings as well as 
cultural institutions and monuments 
were seriously hit.” 

Reports from Berlin through 
neutral countries said that three oi 
Berlin’s biggest bakeries had been 
destroyed in Thursday night's as- 
sault and that bread now was corn- 
in'" in from Leipzig and Magdeburg 

Berlin's Funkhaus (broadcasting 
house), situated in the far w-est end 
of the city, was hit, a Swedish dis- 
pr.tch said, and an eyewitness reach- 
ing Stockholm reported "there was 

hardly anything left" of the borough 
oi Charlottenburg, also in the west 
end. 

The eyewitness said the once- 

thriving square Alexander-Platz, in 
the heart of the capital, had beer 

(See RAIDS, Page A-2.) 

Long-Range Guns 
In Dover Strait Duel 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 4.—British and 
German long-range guns on op- 
posite sides of Dover Strait engaged 
in a spirited 45-minute duel begin- 
ning at 3 a.m. today. Shells fell in 
the Dover area, but first reports 
said there were no casualties. 

Tire exchange was begun by 
British batteries, which opened up a 
bombardment apparently directed 
against enemy ships on the other 
side of the strait, where the seas 
were stormy. High-velocity German 
guns on the French coast quickly 
replied. 

5th Army Drives 
2-Mile Wedge 
Into Nazi Lines 

Algiers Radio Reports 
Calabritto's Capture; 
British Knife Ahead 

i By the Associated Press. 
I ALLIED HEADQUARTERS. Al- 

giers, Dec. 4.—Lt. Gen. Mark W. 
Clark's 5th Army has smashed 
a wedge into German defenses 
after the heaviest artillery and 

; aerial bombardment of the Ital- 
ian campaign pulverized many 

! strong points, and has driven 
ahead 2 miles along the Via 
Casilina toward Rome, head- 
quarters announced today. 

(The Algiers radio reported the 
5th Army had taken the impor- 
tant town of Calabritto, about 7 
miles southwest of Mignano.) 
On the Adriatic front, the British 

8th Army, knifing ahead toward the 
"back door" to Rome, approached 
the outskirts of San Vito, 16 miles 
below the port of Pescara, and also 

! swept up the towns of Lanciano. 
Treglio Orsogna and Casoli. all in 
inland country beyond the Sangro 

| ridge. Orsogna, the farthest point 
I of advance inland, is about 8 miles 
beyond the Sangro. 

Launched Drive Thursday. 
British and American troops of 

i the 5th Army launched their full- 
1 scale offensive on mountain posi- 
tions guarding both sides of the Via 
Casilina, a main road to Rome, on 

Thursday night, it was disclosed, 

j The assault, a^ed in the direction 
of Cassino, drove the Germans from 
the important Camino and Mag- 
giore heights, west of Mignano. 

| front-line dispatches said. 
These dispatches said the might- 

j iest artillery barrage since Gen. Sir 
Bernard L. Montgomery broke the 

j German Afrika Korps at El Alamein 
in Egypt bellowed from hundreds of 
guns as the Americans and British 
launched their offensive. 

Extremely bitter fighting con- 
tinued yesterday and today as the 
thrust carried into the maze of forti- 
fied positions dotting the slopes of 
2.800-foot Mount Camino 4 miles 
southwest of Mignano and deeper 
into the rough mountain country 
north and northeast of Mignano. 

Considerable numbers of prison- 
ers were taken as Gen. Clark's 
headquarters reported that the on- 

slaught was ‘'proceeding according 
i to plan,” and the front-line ac- 
counts said the 5th Army now holds 
j heights which provide observation 
over the enemy in the Liri Valley 
below and beyond Cassino. 

Highway Routes Severed. 
The 8th Army, in hammering 

through to Orsogna for its biggest 
gain, placed a deep wedge in the 
Germans’ secondary defenses, sever- 

ing highway routes without which 
the enemy could not hope to main- 
tain a line anywhere near the San- 
gro. 

In the area of Guardiagrele, a 

crossroads town about 4 miles 
southwest of Orsogna. a fierce bat- 

! tie raged as the British forces 
| fanned out from the points of their 
original break-through. 

Fighting also was fierce as the 
18th Army captured Lanciano, a 
market towm and highway center 
situated on a 900-foot ridge, where 
the Nazis resisted bitterly. 

At Treglio, 3 miles south of 
San Vito and 4 miles inland, the 
British beat off a counterattack. 

The air forces of both the Allies 
and the Germans intensified their 
efforts to help the struggling ground 
troops and the result was numerous 
aerial battles over the front lines. 

11 Nazi Planes Destroyed. 
Five separate formations of enemj; 

planes were intercepted over the 
8th Army front and the Allied fight- 
ers shot down six planes and dam- 
aged two others. A total of 11 Ger- 
man planes were destroyed in vari- 
ous aerial actions against the loss 
of one by the Allies. 

Medium, light and fighter bombers 
gave a continuous pounding to Ger- 
man positions in and near the battle 
front, blew up an ammunition truck 
and shot up a big, mobile gun. 

In addition, American Liberators 
attacked the Casale Airdrome, near 
Rome, and American Mitchells and 
Warhawks bombed the ports of 
Sibenik and Split, in Yugoslavia, in 
separate attacks. 

At Sibenik, an important base for 
German operations against Yugo- 
slav guerrillas, a direct hit was made 

(See ITALY, Page A-2.) 

Byrnes Will Go on Air 
In Support of Subsidies 

The controversial issue of food 
subsidies to hold down living costs 
will be discussed by War Mobiliza- 
tion Director James F. Byrnes in a 
radio address at 8 p.m. Tuesday, it 
was announced today at the White 
House. 

Mr. Byrnes will speak over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System, and 
the subject of his address, which was 
described as important, will be 
"Unity Abroad Should Inspire Unity 
at Home.” 

The House already has voted a 
ban on food subsidies, and the legis- 
lation is now pending before the 
Senate Banking Committee. 

Mr. Byrnes will discuss the sub- 
sidies as a necessary factor to be 
employed in holding the line against 
inflation. 

Early Expects 
Delay in Details 
Of Conference 

Davis Asks Inquiry 
Into Soviet Release 
Of Announcement 

By the Associated Press. 

White House Secretary Stephen 
T. Early told reporters today he 
did not expect any announce- 
ment to be made soon on the re- 
sults of the Roosevelt-Churchill- 
Stalin conferences at Teheran, 
Iran. 

Commenting on press and radio 
reports from abroad that some offi- 
cial announcements were expected 
momentarily, Mr. Early said: 

"Frankly, I don't see them as 

coming that quickly. If they were 
I think I would know about it.” 

When his attention was called to 
a statement by Elmer Davis, direc- 
tor of the Office of War Informa- 
tion. expressing surprise over the 
official Moscow announcement that 
the “Big Three” had met and agreed 
on military and political questions 
without simultaneous disclosure in 
other Allied capitals, Mr. Early said: 

"We knew nothing about it." 
Mr. Early opened his daily news 

conference with this brief remark: 
"There is nothing I can tell you 

with respect to any further pro- 
nouncements on the subject of war 
conferences.” 

Mr. Davis today requested the 
State Department to make inquiries 
into the official (Tassi Soviet news 
agency's announcement of the con- 
ference. 

Mr. Davis said any official an- 
nouncement here must come from 
the White House. He added, in re- 
sponse to a question, th^t he had 
no information about the confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Davis* statement follows: 
"I have asked the State Depart- 

ment to make inquiries in Moscow 
as to the circumstances of publica- 
tion by the Russian government 

(See CENSORSHIP. Page A-2.)” 

Strategic Jap Town 
In New Guinea Totters 
Before Australians 

Two Advancing Forces 
Are Closing In on 

Enemy at Wareo 
(Taratva Pictures on Pages 

AS and A-9.J 

By the Associated Press. 
SOUTHWEST PACIFIC AL- 

LIED HEADQUARTERS. Dec. 4. 
—Wareo, strategic juncture of 
jungle trails forming the line of 
Japanese retreat, is tottering 
before Australian forces press- 
ing a campaign to drive the 
enemy from the Huon Peninsula 
of Northeastern New Guinea. 

Australians advancing from the 
south have reached a point within 
half a mile of the native village 
and old mission station hfter in- 
vesting the outlying settlement of 
Kuanko. 

Simultaneously, a second Aus- 
tralian force made fresh progress 
against Wareo, a mountain redoubt 
resembling captured Sattelberg, by 
pushing along a river bank from 
captured Bonga. 5 miles east on 
the coast. Wareo is more than 10 
miles northwest of Finschhafen. 

Stiff fighting was reported by Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur's headquarters 
today. The Australians brought up 
artillery to blast defensive positions. 
Supporting the ground operations, 
a score of Mitchells and Marauders 
pounded the enemy supply area near 

Kamlagidu point north of Bonga on 

Thursday. 
That same day, more than 50 

Mitchells, covered by Lightnings, 
heavily bombed and strafed Borgen 
Bay on nearby New Britain Island. 
Flying in formations of six to nine, 
they set fires among barges and 
supply dumps with 63 tons of bombs. 

In the Northern Solomons more 

than 100 Dauntless dive bombers 
and Avenger torpedo bombers struck 
southeast of the American beach- 
head at Empress Augusta Bay at 
two airdromes which Japanese engi- 
neers had managed to get back in 
shape. Fifty-seven tons of bombs 
hit the Kara Field on Bougainville's 
south coast and the nearby island 
strip of Ballale. 

Fields Out of Action 40th Day. 
The bombers, participating in 200 

sorties on Wednesday, during which 
no enemy interception was encoun- 
tered for the 10th successive day, 
thus kept Bougainville’s flields out 
of action for the 40th day in a row. 

In the face of antiaircraft fire 
which cost one dive bomber, other 
Dauntlesses and Avengers blasted 
gun positions south of the beach- 
head in the same sector where ma- 
rines staged a two-day destructive 
raid on enemy supply concentrations 
and killed more than 200 Japanese. 

Thieves Break Safe 
To Get Ration Books 

Thieves early today broke into the 
Force School Building, 1740 Massa- 
chusetts avenue N.W., ripped open 
the safe in ration board headquar- 
ters and carried off nearly 100 ration 
books. 

Lt. Aubrey Tolson of the police 
general assignment squad said en- 
trance was gained by smashing a 
window. Rationing board authori- 
ties are making an inventory to de- 
termine the types of ration books 
stolen. 
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'Big Three' Talks 
Concluded, Says 
Moscow Radio 

(Map on Page A-2.) 
By the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 4.—The Moscow 
radio announced today that the 
long-awaited Stalin-Roosevelt- 
Churchill conference has been 
concluded at Teheran, Iran, and 
in London it was expected that 
historic decisions, applying both 
to the battlefield and to political 
questions, would be made public 
very soon. 

The declaration, which will surelv 
present faltering Germany the 
choice of unconditional surrender or 
certain bloody defeat by history's 
greatest land and air offensive, 
awaited only completion of arrange- 
ments for its simultaneous release 
at all three capitals. 

British and American authorities 
were understood to be in conference 
on the arrangements. 

(Associated Press Correspond- 
ent Eddy Gilmore reported from 
Moscow today that the Russian 
people, informed of the tri-power 
conference by press and radio, 
acclaimed the news as the best 
sign yet of ever growing friendly 
relations among the three na- 
tions.) 

New Barrage In Nerve War. 
Moscow's broadcast that the con- 

ference actually had been held was 
the opening gun of what is expected 
to be the biggest barrage yet aimed 

Nazi Radio Reverses 
Its Story of Allied 
Conference in Iran 
Ey the Associated Press. 

LONDON, Dec. 4 —The Ber- 
lin radio, which yesterday re- 

ported that President Roosevelt, 
Prime Minister Churchill and 
Premier Stalin had completed 
a conference in Iran, reversed 
itself today in a broadcast inti- 
mating the meeting was still 
under way. 

Quoting “competent quarters 
in Madrid" as an authority, the 
German news agency DNB said: 

“Churchill and Roosevelt in- 
tend to submit a plan for an 
invasion Of Europe to Stalin for 
his approval. Immediately after 
Stalin's agreement has been re- 
ceived. this plan will be put into 
effect." 

by the Allies at the apprehensive 
Axis in a nerve war offensive. 

As a result of the Thursday night 
broadcast by United States Senator 
Connallv and the subsequent Mos- 
cow announcement that the confer- 
ence actually had been held, the de- 
cisions doubtless will be published 
earlier than originally intended. 

Considerations for the safety of 
Premier Stalin. President Roosevelt 
and Prime Minister Churchill, the 
main reason for delaying an an- 
nouncement, were obviated by the 
Moscow radio statement. It said the 
heads of the three great Allied pow- 
ers met “a few days ago.” 

The Soviet monitor here said full 
details of the conference might be 
announced between noon and 2 pm. 
(Eastern war time) today. 

Made in Official Broadcast. 
The first announcement, made in 

an official Soviet news agency 
broadcast for provincial Russian 
papers, said: 

"A few days ago. In Teheran, a 

conference took place between the 
leaders of the three Allied powers, 
President Roosevelt, Prime Minister 
Churchill and Premier Stalin. Dip- 
lomatic and military representatives 
took part in the conference. 

“At the conference, questions on 

the conduct of the war against Ger- 
many were discussed as well as a 

number of political questions. 
“Corresponding decisions were 

adopted which will be made public 
later." 

The announcer introduced the 
statement thus: “I am about to 
broadcast a statement to be inserted 
in every newspaper.” He read it at 
dictation speed twice, and then once 
at ordinary speed for checking pur- 
poses. 

(President Ismet Inonu of 
Turkey, accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Numan Menemencioglu 
and Marshal Fevzi Cakmak, com- 
mander in chief of the Turkish 
Army, left today for a conference 
with Mr. Churchill and Mr. 
Roosevelt at either Tabriz or 
Cairo, the Berlin radio said, cred- 
iting “Turkish political circles” at 
Istanbul for the report.) 

News “Scoop” for Moscow. 
The Moscow “scoop” of an event, 

which had been expected since the 
Quebec conference in August and 
the October meeting of United 
States Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull, British Foreign Secretary An- 
thony Eden and Soviet Foreign 
Commissar Vyacheslav Molotov in 
Moscow, caught both official Lon- 
don and Washington flatfooted. 
Neither capital had any official news 
for Immediate release. 

The Soviet monitor's prediction 
on announcement of the conference 
details was based on the customary 
routine of the Moscow radio con- 
cerning future broadcasts. The 
monitor did not take into account 
any special arrangements which 
might have been made to release 
such an important announcement. 
The prediction, however, was a 

purely personal observation. 
In the absence of an official com- 

munlque, it was believed that these 
(See CONFERENCE, Page A-2.) 

War Breaks Out on an Unexpected Front 

Russian Forces Push 
Closer to Zhlobin, 
Key Rail Junction 

Southern Units Plunge 
Further Ahead in 

Kremenchug Area 
By the Associated Pres*. 

LONDON, Dec. 4.—Red Army 
troops. sloshing forward 
through knee-deep snow and 
mud, were closing in from two 
directions today on Zhlobin, im- 
portant German-held rail and 
communications hub at the 
juncture of the Gomel-Minsk 
and Leningrad-Odessa railways 
in White Russia. 

Fur to the south, other Soviet 
forces plunged deeper into German 
lines west of their Dnieper bridge- 
head below Kremenchug, and hurled 
back fierce counterattacks aimed at 
the up-river Soviet positions in the 
Cherkasy area, a Russian communi- 
que said. 

There was no mention In the 
Soviet bulletin regarding develop- 
ments in the Kiev bulge, where the 
Germans sit astride newly-recap- 
tured Zhitomir and Korosten on the 
Leningrad-Odessa line, but Berlin 
broadcasts said there had been no 
clash of major importance in that 
rain-soaked area for the past 30 
hours. 

100 Towns Captured. 
Gen. Constantin Rokossovsky's 

white-clad troops were reported 
raising havoc with the German rail- 
way network northwest of Gomel, 
and the Russian communique said 
more than 100 populated places were 
overrun in Friday’s steady advance. 
Key-points taken in this two-pronged 
drive, aimed at enveloping Zhlobin. 
were Sverjen and Dovsk to the north 
and Soltanovka and Staraya Rudyna 
to the southwest. The latter town 
is only 9 miles from Zhlobin. 

Dovsk Is a junction on the Gomel- 
Mogilev and Rogachev-Roslavl rail- 
ways, 18 miles northeast of Roga- 
chev. Sverjen lies 7 miles farther 
w'est. The Nazis, fighting tena- 
ciously to hold these guardian 
strongpoints of their important rail 
lines, lost heavily, the Soviet bul- 
letin said, recording 700 enemy dead 
in one salient alone. An additional 
800 were killed in fighting elsewhere 
in the area, while more than 10.000 
Soviet civilians earmarked for slave 
labor inside Germany were liber- 
ated, the communique said. 

In the Dnieper bend. Soviet 
troops were said to have blasted 
their way westward 15 miles from 

(See RUSSIA, Page A-2.) 

London Papers Play Up 
/Big Three' Conference 

By the Associated Press. 
LONDON. Dec. 4.—London morn- 

ing newspapers published the Mos- 
cow announcement of the "big 
three” meeting in Teheran under 
big headlines in their final editions 

i today. 
"Moscow Radio Announces Mili- 

tary and Political Decisions at 
Teheran,” "Beat Germany Problems 
Thrashed Out” and "Big Three in 
Teheran” were typical heads. 

The London press previously had 
been scooped on the North African 
conference by a quirk of censorship 

----—— — ■■■ 

Army to Free 25,000 Officers, 
Shift 25,000 Others to Field 

Cutback in Enlisted Strength Makes 
Slash Possible, House Group Told 

By the Associated Presa. 
An estimated 25.000 officers 

whose services the Army no 
longer needs will be returned 
soon to civilian life, it was 
learned today, while another 
25.000 will be shifted from ad- 
ministrative positions to opera- 
tions jobs. 

The figures came out of a meeting 
held this week behind the closed 
doors of the House Military Affairs 
Committee, with Brig. Gen. Miller 
G. White, assistant chief of staff 
in charge of personnel. The reduc- 
tion in officer strength from approxi- 
mately 650,000 to 625.000 was made 
possible, committee sources said, by 
a cutback in the planned enlisted 
strength of the Army from 8.200.000 
men to 7.600.000 by the end of 1943 

and a shifting of emphasis from 
training to operational activities. 

With its training and procurement 
programs well over the hump, the 
Army finds itself with a surplus of 
administrative officers and an abun- 
dance of field leaders to meet present 
and projected requirements. 

The officers to be discharged will be 
men over the draft age, who were 
commissioned as specialists, and 
officers called from retirement early 
in the war when there was a short- 
age of men with Army administra- 
tive ability. None of those returned 
to civilian life will be men who 
otherwise might be drafted. 

Surplus officers of draft age will 
be retained for other duties for 
which replacements may be neces- 
sary in the future. 

Senate Unit Increases 
House-Cut Deficiency 

Funds of $100,000,000 
For War Housing and 
46 Million for FSA Added 

Bt the Associated Press. 

The sharp ax which the House 
wielded on the $214,252,000 defi- 
ciency appropriation bill a 

month ago was blunted in spots 
today by a Senate subcommittee 
report recommending that the 
fund be increased by approxi- 
mately $140,000,000. 

The House had slashed the origi- 
nal bill almost $1,000,000,000 below 
Budget Bureau requests for various 
war-related purposes. The chief in- 
creases and additions recommended' 
by the Senate Appropriations Sub- 
committee, headed by Senator Mc- 
Kellar, Democrat, of Tennessee, 
would set up a $50,000,000 fund 
for the Federal Works Agency for 
community facilities in war areas, 
and $50,000,000 more for the Na- 
tional Housing Agency, bringing the 
total supplemental grant for war 

housing to $100,000,000. 
The subcommittee recommended 

to the full committee an amend- 
ment which would prohibit the War 
and Navy Departments from using 
i^py surplus funds for any purpose 
not directly authorized by Congress. 

Would Restrict Spending. 
That provision, which Senator 

Thomas. Democrat, of Oklahoma 
said was designed to prevent in the 
future such projects as the War De- 
partment’s $130,000,000 Canol oil de- 
velopment in Canada through intra- 
departmental fund transfers, also 
would require departments and 
agencies to report unused appro- 
priations to the Treasury and to 
Congress. 

Senator McKellar said that pro- 
vision was aimed to insure that ap- 
propriation surpluses, such as the 
$13,100,000,000 recently reported by 
the War Department, be turned 
directly into the Treasury and not 

(See DEFICIENCIESTPage-A-2.T" 

Kelly Orders Strict Night Watch 
For Drunk Drivers Entering D. C. 

Maj. Edward Kelly, superintend- 
ent of police, today ordered com- 

manding officers of all police pre- 
cincts adjacent to the Maryland 
line to pay “strict attention” to 
drunken drivers crossing into the 
District tonight and hereafter. 

The move came after seven fatali- 
ties in the District last month were 
found to have involved motorists 
who had been drinking. Four of 
the seven persons were reported to 
have purchased drinks in nearby 
Maryland taverns. 

Maj. Kelly said his order starts 
an intensified effort on the part of 
the Police Department to cut down 
on traffic fatalities by whatever pre- 
ventive measures that are necessary. 
Police have Qeen advised to take 
“prompt” action in the case of 
drunken drivers, he said. 

Altogether, 15 persons were killed 
by traffic in November—the worst 
accident toll in the District since 
December, 1936, when 18 persons 
were killed for an all-time high. 

Meanwhile, District Traffic Di-! 
rector William A. Van Duzer said he 
is planning a program whereby 
Maryland and District traffic offi-! 
cials can cut down on traffic hazards 
resulting from drinking in nearby 
Prince Georges and Montgomery 
Counties. Mr. Van Duzer said he 
will confer with W. Lee Elgin, Mary- 
land commissioner of motor vehicles, 
and county officials in the near fu- 
ture, having already been assured 
sf their co-operation in the prob- 
lem. 

One traffic official said there has 
seen a recent rise in drunken driv- j 
Ing on week ends. He added that 
many drivers have been observed 
?oing into nearby Maryland after 
the midnight District liquor curfew 
sn Saturday nights. 

Another official stated his belief 
;hat the current shortage of whisky 
Is indirectly involved in the increase 
in drunkenness. He said more per- 
sons are drinking brandy, rum and 
wine without realizing the delayed 
effects such drinks Atan have. 

Biddle Proposal Won't 
End McNabb Ruling 
Confusion,Hobbs Says 

Representative Asks Bill 
Be Enacted to Validate 
Confessions in Crimes 

The judicial confusion grow- 
ing out of the Supreme Court 
decision in the McNabb case 
would not be remedied by Attor- 
ney General Biddle's proposal 
for legislation to standardize 
arraignment procedure in Fed- 
eral jurisdictions, Representa- 
tive Hobbs, Democrat, of Ala- 
bama said today in urging en- 
actment of his bill to validate 
voluntary confessions in crimi- 
nal cases where arraignment of 
defendants had been delayed. 

Mr. Biddle yesterday went before 
a House Judiciary subcommittee 
considering the Hobbs bill, and urged 
as an alternative proposal that 
Congress supplant the varying stat- 
utory requirements as to time of 
arraignment with a uniform law 
providing for bringing prisoners be- 
fore a magistrate "within a reason- 
able time.” 

Expressing ‘‘hearty accord” with 
the principle of uniformity, Mr. 
Hobbs said that, notwithstanding, 
he felt that such a statute “should 
supplement rather than be substi- 
tuted for my pending bill.” 

Explains Attitude. 
“My reason for this attitude is 

that the pending bill would im- 
mediately, upon becoming law, do 
away with the rule of evidence pro- 
mulgated by the McNabb decision 
and thereby stop the flood of ac- 
quittals caused by the McNabb de- 
cision, while leaving the law exactly 
as it wras before that decision with 
its ample safeguards of the rights 
of every prisoner," the Alabaman 
said in a statement. 

“The enactment of the bill pro- 
posed by the Attorney General 
would make necessary years of in- 
terpretation by the courts, in many 
different cases, to reach a working 
conclusion as to what w'ould con- 
stitute ‘reasonable time.’ since each 
court decision would depend on the 
facts of the particular case, and 

(See McNABB. Page A-8.) 

$200,000 in War Tools 
Ruined in Baltimore Fire 
By the Associated Press. 

BALTIMORE, Dec. 4.—More than 
$200,000 worth of precision tools, dies 
and machinery were ruined in a 

four-alarm fire last night which 
swept through the three-story Mary- 
land Tool Co. in downtown Balti- 
more. 

Federal Rureau of Investigation 
agents began an investigation, since 
the company was busy on Govern- 
ment contracts. 

Police were informed the fire 
broke out when a workman plunged 
a container of red-hot metal tools 
into a vat of oil in a heat-tempering 
process. 

The mechanism became jammed, 
however, with the result the con- 
tainer was not entirely submerged 
in the oil. Flames broke out at once 
and spread quickly throughout the 
building. 

House Unlikely 
ro Save Federal 
Soldier Ballot 

Southern Senators 
Succeed in Passing 
Substitute Bill 

(Roll Call on Page A-2.) 

By J. A. O'LEARY. 
Little hope remained today for 

House revival of the bill the 
Senate killed yesterday to let the 
millions in the armed forces use 
a simplified Federal ballot to 
vote in next year’s election. 

In a surprise showing of last-min- 
ute strength, a coalition of Southern 
Democrats and Republicans from 
widely scattered areas pushed 
through a substitute, which leaves 
the States free to lay down the con- 
ditions under which their service- 
men may cast absentee ballots. 
Twenty-four Democrats and 18 Re- 
publicans combined to pass the 
States'-right plan, by the narrow 
margin of 42 to 37. 

Senator Taft. Republican, of Ohio, 
who opposed the substitute, sug- 
gested today that the House could 
still save part of the original ob- 

jective by restoring provision for 
a ballot commission to assist in 
distributing and collecting the votes, 
even though regular State absentee 
ballots are used. 
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From the House side, however, 
came the prediction by Representa- 
tive Rankin, Democrat, of Mississip- 
pi that the Senate-approved sub- 
stitute will be accepted there, “two- 
to one,” over the original Green- 
Lucas bill. The substitute was spon- 
sored in the Senate bv Senators 
Eastland of Mississippi. McKellar of 
Tennessee and McClellan of Arkan- 
sas, all Democrats. 

In the closing hours of debate, 
Senator Lucas. Democrat, of Illinois, 
who joined Senator Green. Demo- 
crat. of Rhode Island in drafting 
the simplified Federal voting plan, 
asserted the substitute -would pre- 
vent practically ail men overseas 
and many in the camps in this 
country from voting. He based his 
statement on the ground that the 
time limits fixed by State laws for 
returning absentee ballots are too 
short to reach men engaged in a 

global wjr. ^ 
Senators Eastland and McKellar 

countered with the charge that the 
Green-Lucas bill was unconstitu- 
tional and might throw next year's 
national election into the courts. 

Majority Leader Barkley told his 
colleagues the States-right substi- 
tute "will have no more effect upon 
procuring the right to vote among 
the men in the armed forces than 
the adoption of a pious resolution 
by the Ladies' Aid Society or the 
Rotary Club of some city.” 

Propaganda Clause. 
Just before the vote the authors 

of the substitute wrote into it the 
amendment the Senate previously 
had incorporated in the Green- 
Lucas bill, forbidding use of Federal 
funds by any government agency 
to transmit political propaganda to 
servicemen by pamphlet, film or ra- 

dio. Addresses could be rebroad- 
cast to the armed forces over- 
seas provided equal time is allowed 
opposing candidates. 

The sponsors of the substitute 
also accepted amendments previous- 
ly adopted, putting the Senate on 
record in favor of permitting ab- 
sentee voting by the merchant ma- 
rine and by persons serving with 
the Red Cross, the USO. the Society 
of Friends, the Women’s Auxiliary 
Ferry Service and the Women's Air 
Force Service Pilots. 

Only two features of the subsitute. 
however, would have the force of 
Federal law. One is the Taft ban 
on government political propaganda, 
and the other is a direction to the 
War and Navy Departments to co- 

operate with appropriate State of- 
ficers in distributing and collecting 
absentee State ballots. The remain- 
der of the bill consists of an invi- 
tation from Congress to the States 
to enact laws to enable servicemen 
to vote. 

Expects States To Act. 
Representative Rankin said to- 

day he felt sure any States whose 
laws are not adequate will call their 

j legislatures into session. 
! There is already on the statute 
books the law passed by Congress 
last year, which set aside poll taxes 
for members of the armed forces 
during the war, and also setting 
aside registration requirements of 
State law's for any servicemen who 
were eligible to register under their 
State laws. Members of the Senate 
were not sure last night to what 

! extent, if any, the newly adopted 
substitute W'ould affect the 1942 act. 

Senators Eastland and McClellan 
emphasized, however, that under 
the substitute the States will de- 
cide whether ballots should be 
mailed out when the applications 
are received. 

The substitute recommends that 
each State supply the War and 
Navy Departments with postal-card 
application blanks for absentee bal- 
lots, and directs the Secretaries of 
War and Navy to deliver the cards, 
wherever practicable and compati- 
ble with military operations. The 
1942 law directed the War and 
Navy Departments to print such 
postcard applications and distribu'e 
them on February 1, or as soon 
thereafter as practicable, in each 
year in which Congressional elec- 
tions are being held 

Point to 1942 Election. 
In seeking to have Congress ap- 

prove a simple form of Federal bal- 
lot that would have been distributed 
to all servicemen without prelimi- 
nary application. Senators Green 

: and Lucas contended that the 1942 
1 law' proved ineffective. In the No- 
vember election last year only 28,000 
servicemen cast absentee ballots, 
they said. 

Opponents of the Federal ballot 
argued that there was no Presiden- 
tial election in 1942 to bring out 
a heavier soldier vote. 

In the House the subject is ex- 
pected to go to the Committee on 
Election of President and Vice Presi- 
dent. which already has before it a 
Rankin bill, similar to the Senate 
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