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Beyond Apology Now 
There is no reason for Senator 

McCarran to feel that “some lawyers 
will smile” because he questions 
whether the framers of the Consti- 
tution ever really intended to deprive 
the people who live in the District of 
Columbia of their voting rights as 
citizens. More than one good lawyer 
ha* raised the same point. 

A comment on that question, writ- 
ten and published in Washington a 
few years after adoption of the Con- 
stitution—“a bundle of compromises 
• • * a mosaic of second choices 
accepted in the interests of union”— 
is timely today. 

“They have provided for the exclu- 
sion of the State jurisdictions but 
they have declined any consideration 
of the subsequent relation of the rest 
of their fellow citizens,” wrote j 
Augustus Brevoort Woodward. “The 
novelty of the measure (the Consti- 
tution) and the great uncertainty 
which then prevailed whether the 
Government they then proposed 
would ever pass into actual opera- ] 
tion, may serve as an apology for 
their not entering into more detail; 
if that term is pardonable toward a 

body which deserves so much respect 
and gratitude of America. There 
can, however, be no apology for us 
of the present day, who have seen 
this Government prosperous and 
happy for thirteen years; who have 
seen the seat of its permanent ad- 
ministration selected with so much 
care and located with so much judg- 
ment. and who now behold its actual 
advention to the place of its destina- 
tion; if we refuse to turn our atten- 
tion to it at this very period, and to 
make a deliberate, effectual and con- 
stitutional provision for its partici- 
pation in the general councils and 
for its domestic government.” 

This could be done now, and with- 
out giving the District the status of 
a State—Senator McCarran unfortu- 
nately confuses statehood with na- 
tional representation for the people 
of the District—by approval of the 
Constitutional amendment proposed 
by Representative Sumners of Texas 
and Senator Capper of Kansas: 

The Congress shall have power to 
provide that there shall be in the 
Congress and among the electors of 
President and Vice President, mem- 
bers elected by the people of the 
District constituting the seat of the 
Government of the United States, in 
such numbers and with such powers 
as the Congress shall determine. All 
legislation hereunder shall be subject 
to amendment and repeal. 

For decades the traditional sailor 
costume changed not at all. Now, 
however, the protruding pocket 
comb and fountain pen have re- 

placed the simple knife and old- 
time white lanyard dating back to 
Nelson's time. 

Turkey and the War 
Only the unfolding of concrete 

events will reveal the full scope of 
the military understanding, if any, 
reached in Cairo at the historic 
three-day meeting of President 
Roosevelt, Prime Minister Churchill 
and President Inonu of Turkey. The 
language of the joint, communique 
is understandably nonspecific on 

that score, inviting the most far- j 
ranging kind of surmise, but there 
is nothing at all speculative about 
the political significance of the con- 
ference. 

In the first place, it represents a 

diplomatic triumph of the first 
order for the United Nations. The 
intrigues of Franz von Papen, Hit- 
ler's Ambassador to Ankara, and 
the steady Nazi pressure on the 
Turks have apparently come to 
naught. 

In the second place, the Roose- 
velt-Churchill-Inonu communique, 
besides emphasizing the strength of 
the alliance and the “closest unity’’ 
existing between Turkey, Britain 
and the United States, significantly 
refers to the “firm friendship" be- 
tween the Turkish people and the 
Soviet Union. It points out, too, 
that President Inonu went to Cairo 
in response to the “cordial invita- 
tion” not of Britain and America 
alone but of Russia as well, even 

though the latter was represented 
only indirectly in the conversations. 
This suggests that through Messrs. 
Roosevelt and Churchill a consider- 
able and heartening improvement 
in attitudes may have been effected 
between Moscow and Ankara, which 
is of more than passing importance 
in view of the traditional uneasiness 
of the Turks over possible Russian 
aims in respect to the Dardanelles. 

Finally, by meeting with President 
Roosevelt and Prime Minister 
Churchill, President Inonu has 
plainly shown that the Turkish 
government is pretty well con- 
vinced that the United Nations are 

going to win the war. 

The military implications of the 

meeting, unlike Its broad political 
meanings, are wholly conjectural, 
but Turkey appears to have moved 
so far over to our side that anything 
may happen now. As a recipient of 
American lease-lend aid and as an 

ally obligated to help Britain in the 
Mediterranean, it may join us fully 
and actively as si belligerent, or, as 
in the case of Portugal, it may try 
to give us limited assistance in the 
form of key bases essential to an 

Anglo-American offensive in the 
Balkans. 

Mr. Byrnes Needs Help 
War Mobilization Director Byrnes 

has appealed directly to the people 
of the country for support in the 
fight against inflation. It is not 
unreasonable to suppose that this 
effort marked his last stand—that 
the forces making for uncontrolled 
inflation will never be checked if 
they are not checked now. 

Mr. Byrnes presented a realistic 
picture of the state of our domestic 
economy. It is not a picture to whicji 
any one can point with great pride. 

On the battle fronts the story has 
been one of sacrifice, suffering and 
death. But on the home front those 
groups whose political and economic 
power is great have bettered their 
relative positions during the war. 
As Mr. Byrnes pointed out, there has 

I actually been less economic hard- 

; ship, by and large, on the home front 
during the war than there was before 
the war. The lines of people in the 
streets are not bread lines, but people 
waiting to spend their surplus money 
at the movies or in the restaurants. 
Since Pearl Harbor the American 
people have paid off four billion 
dollars of debt, they own an addi- 
tional twenty billion dollars of Gov- 
ernment bonds, they have accumu- 
lated ten billion dollars in pension 
and insurance reserves, and, on top 
of this, they have eighteen billion 
dollars more in cash than they had 
on the day that the Japs struck at 
Pearl Harbor. These are the facts, 
yet there are those—most of them 
the hired spokesmen for the groups 
that have benefitted most—who go 
throughout the country crying that 
their people are downtrodden and 
distressed, and that they must have 
still more money. 

Mr. Byrnes was most directly con- 
cerned with two developments in 
Congress. First, he urged the legis- 
lators not to pass the Truman reso- 

lution, which, in effect, would compel 
the administration to grant wage 
Increases to railroad workers in 
violation of the Little Steel formula. 
If Congress enacts special legislation 
in behalf of one group, he said, the 
administration will have to grant 
the same concessions to all groups. 
That is undoubtedly true, and every 
member of Congress should face the 
fact that a vote for the Truman 
resolution is a vote for higher wages 
all along the line. This is a sure way 
to inflation. 

Mr. Byrnes’ second appeal was 
directed to the legislation forbidding 
food subsidies. There are valid 
objections to the so-called consumer 

subsidies, especially when the people 
as a whole have more purchasing 
power than they ever had before, but 
Mr. Byrnes argued for the subsidy 
program as the lesser of two evils. 
In effect, he said: “'Without these 
subsidies the cost of living will rise. 
If that happens we will be unable to 
resist new wage demands.” Unfor- 
tunately, he did not quite get to the 
point of saying flatly that the wage 
demands would be rejected if the 
subsidy program is continued. But 
he implied that he would do his best 
to resist them if living costs are held 
within present limits. 

This presents a poor choice, but 
the choice has to be made. And we 
know that Mr. Byrnes and his 
stabilization director, Judge Vinson, 
have shown a great deal of courage 
in resisting the powerful pressure 
groups that have been clamoring for 
special advantage. Unless the people 
want inflation, they have no real 
choice but to stand and support 
them now. For they are among the 
very few who are still fighting to 
hold the line. 

A sporting goods house advertises 
an infra-red lamp which instantly 
extinguishes all insect life coming 
within its rays. Big ones on air- 
craft over Germany and Japan 
might become a worthwhile secret 
weapon. 

Iran as Indicator 
The statement concerning Iran 

issued by the Teheran conference is 
the most specifically hopeful aspect 
of that momentous meeting be- 
tween the executive heads of the 
United States. Britain and the 
Soviet Union. In the most unequiv- 
ocal terms, the three supreme lead- 
ers declare that they are “at one 
with the government of Iran in 
their desire for the maintenance of 
the independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Iran.” They 
warmly recognize that country’s as- 
sistance in the war against the Axis, 
promise aid in Iran’s postwar eco- 
nomic reconstruction, and “count 
upon” its “participation in the es- 
tablishment of international peace, 
security and prosperity after the 
war, in accordance with the princi- 
ples of the Atlantic Charter, to 
which all four governments have 
continued to subscribe.” 

Here is concrete evidence that 
many other specific political prob- 
lems not mentioned in the Teheran 
declarations will be approached in 
a constructive and harmonious 
spirit which augurs well for postwar 
world reconstruction. So far as 
words can do, it certainly allays 
apprehensions that Iran, tradition- 
ally a buffer state between Russia 
and Britain, might again become 
what it has been in the past—a bone 
of contention between the imperial 
aspirations of those two great pow- 
ers. The declaration indicates that 
London and Moscow have come to a 

* 

harmonious understanding In re- 

gard to their respective Interests 
throughout the Middle East. 

The problem of Iran, or Persia, as 
It has been historically known, has 
been a diplomatic sore spot for 
generations. Centuries of misgov- 
ernment had reduced this extensive 
land to chronic weakness which 
rendered it incapable of resisting 
imperialistic foreign pressure. A 
patriotic revival, begun a genera- 
tion ago, culminated in a revolution 
in 1925 which swept the decadent 
Khajar dynasty from power and en- 

throned in its stead Riza Khan, a 

tough-minded soldier who mounted 
the throne of Darius with a pro- 
gram of national regeneration. Riza 
Shah plunged into an intensive 
process of modernization, his most 
notable achievement being the con- 
struction of a railway from the 
Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea, 
thus transforming Iran from a bar- 
rier to a link between Russia and 
the outer world. 

It was this which involved Iran 
in the world struggle as soon as 

Russia became Britain’s ally against 
the Axis. Strong nationalist that 
he was. Riza Shah strove vainly to 
maintain Iran’s neutrality. But his 
railway had become a vital link in 
Russo-British communications; so 
both powers intervened in the au- 
tumn of 1941, deposed the unco- 
operative Shah and replaced him by 
his young son, Mohammed, together 
with a government which complied 
with Allied requirements and even- 
tually declared war on Germany as 
a formal member of the United Na- 
tions. In return, Britain and Rus- 
sia signed a treaty with Iran whose 
terms are now reiterated and ampli- 
fied in the declaration of the con- 
ference which met at Teheran, the 
Iranian capital. 

"■ 1 
A cook on a Liberty ship took a 

200-yard flight through the air to 
safety, following an explosion, on a 
GI mattress. He must be descended 
from Sindbad the Sailor. 
^ 

Maritime weather is usually worse 
In winter than in summer. Yet it is 
in the latter season that the simple 
“Waves” become “Whitecaps.” 

If the late Mr. Omar Khayyam had 
been in Teheran last week it is prob- 
able that he would not have recog- 
nized the old home town. 

This and That 
By Charles E. Tracewell. 

“TAKOMA PARK. Md. 
“Dear Sir: 

“Last year at about this time you gave 
your readers a good tip as to a good 
cheap recording of Beethoven's wonder- 
ful 'Pastoral Symphony, No. 6.' You 
Explained at that time that this seemed 
particularly appropriate Christmas mu- 
sic. This was the Bruno Walter record- 
ing. as I recall. 

“I would like to suggest for this 
Christmas time that we get and play j 
Beethoven’s ‘Second Symphony.’ The 
No. 2 is often overlooked by record en- 
thusiasts, as. indeed, by music lovers in 
general. Yet many great commentators 
on music have said that it is among the 
master's best*. 

“The marvels of the 'Eroica. No. 3,’and 
the splendors of the ‘Fifth Symphony.' 
now called the 'Victory Symphony,’ have 
left many sincere music lovers to sneer 
mildly at the Second. I think thev are 
wrong. This is one of the finest of all 
the symphonies, containing in the sec- 
ond movement one of Beethoven’s sweet- 
est songs. 

“All the recordings of it are good, but 
the best are those by Sir Thomas 
Beecham and Weingartner. The first is 
my preference. This is marvelous music, 
real Beethoven, with only a lingering 
mental hold on all his illustrious pred- 
ecessors. There are touches of Haydn 
and Mozart in it, it is true, but only 
touches. Most of It is pure Beethoven, 
but Beethoven before he had worked up 
so many of the tricks which are his hall 
marks, like the lingering endings, as if 
he could not bear to let go. 

“I suggest that Beethoven's wonder- 
ful ‘Second Symphony’ be played more 
than it usually is, and I am sure that 
those who take my tip, as I and no 
doubt hundreds of others took yours last 
winter, will find that they have a marvel- 
ous reward. “Sincerely yours, G. B.” 

* * * * 
This is an excellent idea, to have a 

Christmas symphony every year. 
We are happy to have initiated the 

Idea. 
Some of Beethoven's other works are 

played so much that they leave little 
room, in the listening of many an en- 
thusiast, for any other. 

One good point of the ‘Second Svm- 
phony’ is that it is short. Three 12-inch 
records do it. The Beecham recording Ls perhaps the best of all. That great 
conductor has never been satisfied with 
anything except the best. 

We suppose we are prejudiced in 
favor of the 'Second,' as evidently our 
correspondent is. 

It was the first symphony we ever 
heard. 

+ w w m 

To this day we can recall our feeling of wonder over the magnificent sounds 
which the orchestra made. 

This is the great revelation of the 
symphony to one who has never heard 
such music before. 

Too many listeners spend their time 
trying to “understand" the music. 

Happily we did not try to understand 
it at all. but just reveled in it, which is 
exactly the thing to do. 

More good music has been spoiled for 
more good honest people by vain at- 
tempts to try to “understand” it than by all the poor orchestras and bad listening conditions through all time. 

* * * * 

Beethoven's “Second Symphony” can 
be listened to by the newcomer or the 
old hand—or ear—with complete appre- 
ciation. 

There is nothing about it to confuse 
the amateur listener, and nothing to be 
condescending about for the professional. 

It is good music, gay and happy, with 
its hymnlike second movement espe- cially appealing. It is typical Beethoven, but not the master held down by his 
own ideas of music. In the ‘Second' he is 
free, as he perhaps never was again. 

It speaks well for this work that ali of 
the four recordings of it are good record- 
ings. It is as if musicians, leaders and 
recording men all were in love with it, 
and determined to do it the best they 
knew how. 

Often the subject of symphony music 
is wrapped around with too much flub- 
dub. Music played by a great complex 
organization is necessarily more complex 
than a lullaby, but the hearing is often 
as easy. That is where the art comes 
in. This is splendidly demonstrated in 
Beethoven’s ‘Second,’ which is a sort of a 
lullaby of a symphony, as easy to listen 
to—and like—as a cradle song. (Or, let 
us whisper, "Pistol Packin’ Mamma.") 
♦ I 

Letters to The Star 
Russia Cited as Model 
Of Society Free of Aristocrat*. 
To th« Editor of The SUr: 

Any plan for lasting peace will succeed 
to the extent that it discourages ultra- 
nationalism and promotes equality of 
opportunity and co-operation regardless 
of political or racial lines. 

Government has been called a neces- 
sary evil. The evil lies in serving the 
few against the many. Tolstoi said: 
"The rich will do anything for the poor 
but get off their backs.” He might well 
have said the same of governments. 

What people the world around need 
to keep them in a pacific mood is not 
only the freedoms of expression, which 
are no assurance against want, but free- 
dom of production and exchange. 

The people of—Russia may not have 
the freedoms we regard as the pillars of 
democracy, but they have broken com- 
pletely with that ancient system devised 
to keep the masses in subjection to an 
aristocratic ruling class. Their constitu- 
tion makes them collective owners of 
their soil, and what they individually 
pay for its use, in money or in kind, goes, 
not to private pockets, but to public 
uses. Hence, their productive industry 
is not doublv burdened with rents to 
private privilege, and taxes to make up their loss to the state. With politics in 
the discard, or subordinated to mass 
economics, Russia presents a pattern of 
the means to lasting peace that is at- 
tracting more and more attention as 
she succeeds in driving out the forces 
that would push her back into serfdom. 

WALTER N. CAMPBELL. 

Many Troubles at Home 
Suggested for Reformers' Attention. 
To the Editor ol The Bt»r: 

According to the National League of 
women Voters the Constitution of the 
United States fails to fit modern con- 
ditions. and this idea is strongly empha- sized in a pamphlet, "Citizens All,” Oc- 
tober <1943i issue, wherein it is alleged that: "The pattern of world conditions 
today ooes not match the pattern of 
our Constitution.” The text further 
reads: "The Constitution was adopted by the people of 13 States, with a popu- lation of 3,000,000 people. They could 
not forsee the difficulties of uniting the 
opinions of 136.000.000 in 48 States. They in their time rescued the United States 
from anarchy. We in our time have to 
rescue from anarchy the world in which 
we live and have our being.” Quite an 
order! 

Let us ponder for a moment on a 
saving of William E. Gladstone: "One 
example is worth a thousand argu- 
ments. What about the example we 
are setting the world with the Nation 
divided into hostile political camps, with 
crime waves engulfing cities, racial 
groups rioting, workers striking, political 
machines rolling ruthlessly over their 
opposition with no regard for justice, 
inflation spreading and food scarcities 
developing. Isn't it high time that we 
"rescued" ourselves from the incredible 
mess In which we are involved before 
attempting to "rescue” the world? 

The National League of Women Voters 
waxes eloquent about foreign complexi- 
ties. but fail to mention the growing 
"complexities'' at home. 

EDMUND K. GOLDSBOROUGH. 

Tin Cans Reported 
Not Collected. 
To the Editor of The Star: 

What about the salvage collecting of 
tin cans? 

On Wednesday afternoon The Star 
carried a notice that tin cans were to j 
be placed on the curb before 8:30 Thurs- 
day morning for collection. A box of tin 
cans, ends cut out, labels removed and 
sides flattened, was placed on the curb 
at 8 o'clock Thursday morning: it re- 
mained there until 3 o'clock Saturdav 
afternoon, when it was brought back 
into the basement to avoid leaving it 
on the curb over Sunday. 

Our janitor says he frequently has 
placed tin cans on the street for col- 
lection and they never have been col- 
lected. A SUBSCRIBER. 

Another Philosophy 
Proposed for Children. 
To th* Editor of The Star: 

The political reformers apparently are 
working on the theory that man can be 
made a peaceful being by improving his 
economic circumstances. But past and 
present facts do not indicate such a 
theory’ to be sound. 

As I see it, the things that makp man 
an unpeaceful being come from his own 
heart or mind, not from his economic 
status. The little Eskimo, who lives in 
the most disagreeable and materially 
poorest spot on earth, has never had a 
war to his "credit." 

1 feel that if we really desire a peace- 
ful world we must get at the cause of 
unpeacefulness—the heart or mind of 
man. And the most effective way to do 
this. I believe, is to stop teaching our 
children the same philosophv that we 
have been taught. J. J. SPERRY. 

Woodstock, Va. 

Doubt of Efficiency 
Of Conferences Expressed. 
To tho Editor of The Bur: 

I do not desire for one instant to take 
from Secretary of State Cordell Hull any of the credit due him for any lasting achievement that was accomplished at 
the Moscow conference. But who knows 
at this stage of the game whether the 
achievements of the Moscow conference 
are enduring in their character or just so 
much wishful thinking? Only time will 
tell. 

From developments since World War 
I it seems that the people of the United 
States, in their reactions to the chang- ing international events and conditions, 
reject by large majorities conclusions 
that plainly are indicated by the logic of facts to be the duty of this country to accept. It then comes to pass that 
when the United States is forced to fol- 
low the way at first rejected, it is too 
late—too late, for instance, for such 
brave Americans as those killed at Pearl 
Harbor. Besides, in recent years, the 
American people in large numbers have 
become victims of “jumping to conclu- 
sions” as was the case when many gave 
voice to the belief that “because we don't 
want war, we won’t have war.” 

So today we see some of the American 
people still under the influence of isola- 
tion. pacifism, legal neutrality and ap- 
peasement. If this war were won and 
over, then Mr Hull’s accomplishments 
at the Moscow conference could be taken 
at their face value. But the war has not 
been won and is not over. No amount 
of wishful thinking can change that fact. 

It becomes apparent, then, that what 
the people of the United States need far 
more than conferences is to have this 
nation's timer put in order. 

WILLIAM H. HARGROVE, 
California, Mo. 

Laughter Will Rise 
Some things endure. Be comforted. 
Forget the dying and the dead. 
The jewel-weed blossoms endlessly 
Setting its sharp, wild fragrance free 
Reside the trout brook's cobbled bed. 
The friendly grass has carpeted 
Qld battlefields, once raw and red. 
Earth heals her wounds with, weed and 

tree. 
Some things endure. 

When these false crops are harvested 
And these grim fields grow wheat in- 

stead. 
From some slit trench of memory 
Where it has crouched so wearily 
Laughter will rise unheralded. 

Some things endure. 
INEZ OEOftOE ORIDLEY. 

)* 

This Changing World 
tiSdfo: : — _ -- 

Constantine Brown 
Turkey’s adherence to the United 

Nations’ cause has now become an 
accomplished fact. After long hesita- 
tion, President Ismet Inonu, who dis- 
tinguished himself 
as a soldier and 
strategist, both in 
the World War and 
in the war against 
Greece in the early 
20s, has decided to 
throw the lot of his 
country with that of 
Turkey's former op- 
ponents. 

Whether the ac- 
tion means that 
Turkish soldiers will 
fight immediately on 
the side of the Allies 
or whether the 
country will offer her military facilities 
such as ports and airfields to the Allied 
armies is, for the time being, unknown. 

That eventually she will become an 
active belligerent is beyond doubt. Even 
if Turkey does not plan to put forces 
into the field at an early date, she will 
be compelled to do so by the Germans. 
The Nazis are reported to be moving 
mechanized forces to the Edrine line 
with the apparent intention of blitzing 
the Turks in Europe. 

The Turkish war potential has been 
a matter of discussion of some time in 
Allied military quarters. 

* * * * 

How much war material has been 
poured into Turkey in the past 12 

months Is a military secret, but It must 
be assumed that the quantity has been 
sufficient. Otherwise, President Inonu 
would not take a chance of seeing at 
least the European portion of Turkey 
occupied and destroyed by the Ger- 
mans. 

Either the Turkish Army, estimated 
to comprise about 1,000,000 men, is 
ready for action or the Allied forces 
in the Middle East are such that the 
Turks can count on immediate and 
efficient support. 

The Allies are believed to have as 
their principal objective the cleaning 
out of the Nazis from the Aegean Is- 
lands in order to open up communica- 
tions between the Mediterranean and 
the Black Sea. This has a twofold 
purpose. It is intended to shorten the 
lines of communications to Russia by 
several thousand miles by sending sup- 
ply ships into the Black Sea rather 
than the Persian Gulf and to enable 
Allied forces to invade Rumania and 
Bulgaria through the Black Sea ports 
of Constanza, Varna and Burgas. 

It is possible that the big three have 
definitely decided on a Balkan campugn 
this year. According to American strat- 
egists, such a campaign is bound to be 
very difficult if the Allied attacks are 
concentrated on Salonika and the 
Greek peninsula. These objectives 
would lead us nowhere and would also 
require a large force. 

A campaign which would dispossess 
the Nazis of the Aegean Islands, which 
control the Dardanelles, is another 
matter. 

If successful, the drives would open 
an Ideal field of operation for the Allied 
forces and would get the United Nations 
arHlies quicker than any other route to 

>the Danublan Valley and the Rumanian 
oil fields. The opening of the strait* 
to the Allies would mean an early col- 
lapse of Rumania and Bulgaria. 

* * * * 

Under these circumstances the Nazi* 
are expected to put up « bitter fight. 
Military authorities here believe that 
before long German-Bulgarian force* 
will begin a march to occupy Istanbul 
and. If they can, Chanak, the key posi- 
tion in the Dardanelles. 

Until three months ago the Turks had 
fewer than 60,000 men to defend the 
lines leading to the former capital of 
their old empire. The Germans were 
reported to possess about 12 divisions in 
that region of the Balkans. Bulgarian 
military strength available for an attack 
in Thrace was estimated at about 10 
divisions. 

The possibility of a blitz by the Axi* 
unquestionably has been taken into 
consideration at the Cairo meeting be- 
tween the Turkish President and Mr. 
Roosevelt and Mr. Churchill. Hence, it 
must be assumed that all the nece.ssary 
precautions have been taken by the 
Turks and their new allies to forestall 
a Bulgarian-German move against the 
gates to the Black Sea. 

Unless the Nazis militarily are in 
much worse shape than we are led to 
believe, it appears certain that they will 
march into Turkey in the near future. 

On The Record Dorothy Thompson 
Seldom In the history of human con- 

flict have so few kept so much from so 
many. 

This country is known the world 
around for having 
the world's most 
comprehensive and 
competent press. 

We are also the 
people who have de- 
signed the most bril- 
liant publicity tech- 
niques. and develop- 
ed. almost into a 

science, the arts of 
promotion and pub- 
lic relations. 

Hitler, who is cer- 

tainly a master of 
propaganda, declar- 
ed in "Mein Kampf" 
that he learned almost everything he 
knows from a study of American pub- 
licity in the last war. 

He aid learn from us, and he, not we, 
has used the lesson. 

In the last war. America was rela- 
tively a minor power. We represented 
but the decisive margin. At the critical 
moment we furnished a large army, but 
we did not even equip that army. We 
were to a large measure, equipped by 
our Allies. 

What we did furnish were ideas— 
the ideas which won the war. Woodrow 
Wilson, without consulting any one. put 
out the 14 points and fought on those 
points, imbuing the spirit at home 
with idealism and enthusiasm, and 
breaking down the enemy with the 
sheer force of ideas. 

* * * * 

Behind those ideas was put a tech- 
nique of timing, through superbly or- 

ganized propaganda. 

That was at a time when the instru- 
ments of propaganda were infinitely less 
developed than they are today. There 
WV no radio, capable of carrying ideas 
into the heart of the enemy. 

Apparently the fate of Wilson was so 

frightening that we are afraid to have 
any more ideas. So the fantastic in- 
struments at our disposal are all back- 
firing. 

Never has there been a war for a 

great cause conducted with such abomi- 
nable public relations as this one. 

We have an immense Office of War 
Information. It employs thousands of 
people. It fills the air 24 hours a day 
with words. But when the moment 
comes that a deed can of itself be the 
most powerful propaganda, it is helpless 
because it is made helpless. 

Nothing could have been worse han- 
dled than the Teheran conference. The 
fact of the meeting was known for a 

fortnight to every newspaperman here 
and abroad. For days it was built up. 
An enormous tension was created in 
anticipation of some decisive statement. 
The statement itself was postponed. 
It was expected on Saturday and then 
postponed to Monday at 1 p.m. Mean- 
while, the sheer fact that the confer- 
ence had been concluded was an- 
nounced by the Russian Tass agency. 
That gave rise to speculations about 
why the Russians should have broken 
the story in advance of every one else. 
The conference itself was obscured for 
a couple of days by recriminations be- 
tween the heads of the three great Al- 
lied Information services. 

* * • * 

The Axis radio, meanwhile, helped 
build up the tension. Axis and Allied 
quarters both speculated on the con- 

elusions of the conference. Would It 
deal a political “block buster” at Ger- 
many? Would it demand the overthrow 
of the Hitler government, and make 
specific offers to the satgllites? Would 
it outline the Europe to come? Would 
it enlarge the declarations of the pre- vious conference in Cairo? All the 
world waited breathless. 

Then, on Monday, the news exploded 
in superb anticlimax. We found that 
the three leaders had met and agreed. 
Every one found the other to be a swell 
fellow. Mr. Churchil? got a birthdav 
cake and Stalin a Sword of Stalingrad 
from George VI. The three agreed to 
go on agreeing. But what thev agreed 
to no one knows. We know exactlv as 
much as we knew after Cairo, which, 
like Casablanca and Quebec, also pro- duced an anticlimax. 

We know what was already certain, 
that a second front in Europe will be 
opened, and what we already guessed, 
that it would be in a number of places 
at once. 

We received reiterations of noble 
phrases, but not a single positive prin- 
ciple. 

If this is a war of nerves, we wonder 
against whom it is directed. 

To build up a tension in Germanv and 
then let it down suggests that an agent of Mr. Goebbels prepared the publicitv. 

* * * * 
To build up a tension in America and 

Britain and then let It down is even 
more serious. 

Our Government is In extreme danger of boring the American people to excru- 
ciation, if it does not irritate them into 
blind opposition. 

They don't trust papa. It isn't in 
their nature. They want principles. (Released by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.) 

The Great Game of Politics Trank R. Kent 
As was inevitable. Senate refusal to 

pass the Green-Lucas soldiers’ vote bill 
is ascribed by journalistic, political and 

radio spokesmen of the administration 
to the lowest possi- 
ble motive. That is 

according to custom. 

It is said that those 
who voted against 
the bill would de- 
prive 'the fighting 
forces" of their right 
to participate in the 
election and that 
’’they are willing to 
have our boys give 
their lives for the 
country but are not 
willing to give them 
the vote.” 

This is exactly what was expected, and 
it is. therefore, greatly to the credit of 
those Senators who. knowing their op- 
position would subject them to this 
sort of attack, still had the courage to 
oppose. It is. of course, transparently 
demagogic and untrue. 

There isn’t a Senator in the body who 
wants to deprive soldiers here or abroad 
of their franchise. There isn't a con- 
ceivable reason why any Senator would 
be unwilling to give the vote to men 
who are risking their lives for their 
country. It is certainly, accurate to say 
that every Senator who voted against 
the Green-Lucas bill (most of them 
with sons of their own in the service) 
are just as much in favor of the soldiers 
voting as the Senators who supported 
the bill. 

* * * * 

Why, then, did a nonpartisan ma- 

jority of Senators reject it? The rea- 

sons are clear. 1. Because the bill was 

so clearly unconstitutional that no one 

defended its constitutionality and there 
was the recognized chancft that the re- 
sult, under this bill, might be contested 
in the courts and ultimately the whole 
election thrown into the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

2. Because the bill offered no guar- 
antee of a nonpartisan election and 
provided no means by which unbiased 
information concerning candidates and 
issues could be given soldiers and sailors 
abroad. 

3. Because the bill swept aside the 
election laws of the States, abrogated 
their basic right to conduct their own 

elections and thus would have estab- 
lished a precedent that could have been 
used to put the States completely un- 

der the Federal heel. One result would 
have been to destroy the principle upon 
which the fight against repeal of the 
poll tax is being made. And, if that 
fight should be lost, the States would 
have no rights they could call their own. 

/It would seem that on these three points 
sound ground for rejecting the bill ex- 
ists—that, as a matter of fact, those 
who supported the bill should have 
more trouble justifying their position 
than those who opposed it. 

Now. what should be done? Every- 
body wants the soldiers to vote if a 

feasible and sound wav can be found. 
The substitute bill passed by the Senate 
puts it squarely up to the States to find 
the way and directs the Army and Navy 
to co-operate in the mecnanics of dis- 
tributing and collecting the ballots. 

There is no riason at all why the 
States cannot do this. Forty-six of the 
48 States already have absentee ballot 
laws. It should be a simple matter to 
amend these laws, abrogating, for the 
emergency, the registration require- 
ments. poll taxes, etc., for all service- 
men who are bona fide residents of the 
States, and making it easy for those who 

want to vote to make their application and receive their ballots in time to 
nave them cast and counted. 

* * * * 
Most of the States have regular ses- 

sions of their Legislatures this winter or 
spring and those who do not can have 
special sessions. It is not easy to find 
an excuse for inaction now on the part of the States. Clearly, it is up to them 
to act and it is unlikely that the Gov- 
ernor of any state would care to be 
blamed for inaction on the part of his 
State. Also, one has the right to ex- 
pect the Senators who opposed the 
Green-Lucas bill to use their influence 
in their respective States to secure the 
necessary legislation. There is neither 
sense nor fairness in trying to make it 
appear that Congress is opposed to sol- 
diers voting. 

Undoubtedly there will be a strong 
effort in the House to revive the Green- 
Lucas bill in some compromise form. 
As every member of the House must 
come up for re-election next year, the 
fear of being accused of not wanting the 
soldiers to vote is more acute than in 
the Senate. Thus, there is greater 
chance of a badly written and ill-con- 
sidered measure being passed, which the 
Senate is not likelv to accept. 

Eventually, the bill will go into con- 
ference committee, from which no ons 
can tell what will emerge. The inter- 
ests of the country will be served best, 
however, if the whole business should be 
put in the hands of the States, with 
strong recommendation from Congress 
that they act adequately and with speed. 
That would leave no alibi for inaction. 
That is the logical, simple and sound 
way of dealing with the issue But, 
Congress frequently acts in other ways 
and in this case administration pressure 
and demagogic politics tend in the other 
direction. 

Size of Invasion job Maj. George Fielding Eliot 
It is now generally assumed that the 

date for the long-awaited Anglo-Ameri- 
can invasion of Western Europe has 
been definitely agreed on at the Teheran 
conference. It may 
therefore be well to 
take a look at the 
size of the job, and 
the size of America's 
necessary contribu- 
tion to it. 

Initially, it is a 

matter of breaking 
through the German 
coastal defenses on 

a wide front, by a 

landing from the sea 

probably at several 
points on the shore 
of Holland, Belgium 
and Northern 
France. There may also be one or more 
diversionary operations, as in Brittany, 
Southern France, Norway or elsewhere. 

This is only the beginning, however. 
The real test will come when the Ger- 
mans bring up their reserves for coun- 

terattack. Obviously, therefore, tho 
forces at the disposal of the Anglo- 
American commander in chief must be 
sufficient in numbers and equipment to 
meet at least on even terms the German 
forces which are available for such 
counterattack. We may estimate these 
forces at from 60 to 100 divisions, allow- 
ing for the possibility of a sudden with- 
drawal to shorter lines on the Russian 
front and a quick switch of local reserves 
from that front across Europe to the 
west. 

* * * * 

Probably it would not be safe to 
begin an invasion in the west unless 
we had, in addition to air and naval 
superiority, at least 80 divisions at 
hand—including both the initial attack- 
leg forces and the reserves available in 
the British Isles. 

Naval and air superiority, are. of 
eourse, Indispensable, indeed, it to on 

our air superiority that we must count 
most heavily as the strongest factor in 
our favor. It does not seem likely that 
we can do much more than attain 
equality, or perhaps a slight edge, in 
ground troops at the beginning. 

Our advantage here, like that of the 
Russians, lies in the fact that the Ger- 
mans have already scraped the bottom 
of their manpower barrel; they have no 

replacements available. 
To the Germans, a division shattered 

In battle is a division lost; a division 
greatly reduced in numbers must remain 
so. or be broken up and divided among 
other divisions. The United Nations, 
all the way round the circle of steel 
drawing tighter about Germany, can 
replace their losses and keep their units 
at full strength. Thus we will find that 
as the fighting progresses we will grow 
steadily stronger in relative fighting 
power. If we are not beaten in the 
beginning, we shall never be beaten. 
Once we are firmly emplaced on the 
continent, the Germans’ doom will be 
sealed. 

* * * * 

But in that beginning, where are we 
to get the 80 divisions we shall need in 
addition to our air and naval forces? 
It is a good rule of thumb to say that 
a nation can mobilize in its air, ground 
and sea forces about ten per cent of its 
total population. The United States 
forces total slightly less than that, the 
margin being made up by the merchant 
marine. We may assume that the Brit- 
ish have at least equaled this figure. 

The total population of the United 
Kingdom is 48.000,000 and of Canada 
(the only dominion whose forces are 
engaged in Europe in large numbers) 
about 12,000,000. This will suggest a 
total available fighting force of about 
6,000,000. Of these, over 2,000,000 are 
in the air force, and about 1,000,000 in 
the Navy and merchant marine. We 
may allow 1,500.000 for the Army forces 
•erring in the Mediterranean, the Middle 

East. India and other overseas areas. 
About 600.000 more are tied up in anti- 
aiicraft and coast defense forces in the 
British Isles. This leaves 900.000; sub- 
ject to a still further deduction of about 
20 per cent for Army administrative 
overhead, sick in hospital, instructional 
cadres, etc. Thus the number of British 
troops available for field service in the 
British Isles does not seem likely to 
exceed 720.000, which will furnish about 
24 divisions at full strength, plus the 
necessary complement of corps, army, 
general headquarters and line of com- 
munications troops. 

* * * * 

Obviously, therefore, with Britain do- 
ing its best, the United States will have 
to supply 56 divisions out of the neces- 
sary 80 which accords exactly with the 
figure of 70 per cent used by Field 
Marshal Smuts in his recent Guildhall 
speech. 

It also accords with the figures which 
have been published about the size of 
our Army. These figures give a total of 
3,300,000 for the ground forces, which, 
deducting 10 per cent for sick and for 
local defense units, means a total of 
perhaps 100 divisions (counting, as al- 
ways, an average of 1 man in a division 
for 1 man in corps, army. etc. troops*. If there are, say 10 divisions in the 
Pacific and 10 in the Mediterranean, 
and if we assume that 20-odd divisions 
will be kept in the United States either 
to complete training or as a strategic 
reserve, the number available for the 
invasion of Western Europe will be just 
about that required. 

The magnitude of the undertaking 
may be realized when it is pointed out 
that the total number of divisions mo- 
bilized in the last war was considerably 
less than 56 and that there was never 
any period when half that number was 

actually available for front-line service 
In France. 

/ 


