
Gas Company Urges 
Fuel Conservation to 
Aid War Industries 

The Washington Gas Light Co. 
has appealed to its customers to 
curtail their gas consumption in 
order to release natural gas for vital 
war industries in West Virginia, 
Ohio and Western Pennsylvania. 

About 45 per cent of Washington’s 
gas supply is natural gas from the 
West Virginia fields, brought East 
in a pipeline that supplies many in- 
dustrial users along the route. The 
cold spell has caused such an in- 
crease in domestic use of natural 
gas that many industrial users, war 
industries among them, have been 
curtailed. 

At Coatsville, Pa., the Lukens 
Steel Co. today closed five rolling 
mills and made 700 war workers idle 
because of lack of gas. 

H. B. Noyes, general superintend- 
ent of the Washington Gas Light 
Co., said today that the company 
would make more gas from oil and 
coal for the present and attempt to 

• cut its intake of natural gas by one- 
thl.'d. 

He said that the present cold wave 
had greatly increased gas consump- 
tion in Washington, but not to the 
peaks of last December, when the 
company's difficulties in meeting the 
demand caused them to appeal to 
customers to desist from the practice 
of trying to heat rooms by leaving 
the oven door open. That practice 
should be discouraged during the 
present natural gas shortage, he 
added. 

Russia 
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Vatutin's line had held firm against 
the enemy's sustained frontal as- 
saults suggested that the Germans 
had shot their bolt, at least for the 
time being, in their drive to recap- 
ture Kiev. 

South of the Ukrainian capital. 
Red Army forces under Gen. Ivan 
S. Konev were reported rapidly ex- 

panding their positions west of the 
Dnieper River following the joining 
of the Kremencug and Cherkasy 
bridgeheads yesterday. 

That operation gave the Russians 
complete control of the west bank 
for a 65-mile stretch between the 
two cities, and Konev was quick to 
exploit his victory. His troops 
stormed into the railway town of 
Eyelozere. 5 miles northeast of 
Smela. placing that important rail 
junction within easy artillery range 
of Soviet guns. 

(Actually, the Russians are now 
in control of a 250-mile stretch 
along the Dnieper's west bank, 
from Cherkasy south to Nikopol. 
The Germans hold only stretches 
from the mouth of the river to 
Nikopol, from Cherkasy to south 
of Kiev and in White Russia 
from Vitebsk to Zhlobin.) 

Reds Close in on Kirovograd. 
Konev also tightened his grip' 

around Kirovograd, southwest of 
Kremenchug. where 1,400 Germans 
were reported killed and 46 tanks 
wrecked in fierce fighting. Sixteen 
smaller towns and villages fell to 
advancing Red Army troops in the 
Kremenchug-Cherkasv sector, the 
Soviet w-ar bulletin said. 

(Berlin broadcasts said the j Russians had launched two new 
offensives in the far north. South ! 
of Nevel, where the Red Army 
was within 60 miles of the Lat- 
vian border, a drive by 60,000 
troops and three tank brigades 
breached the German lines in 
several places. Berlin said. * 

(The second drive was aimed 
at Zhlobin, Southern White Rus- 
sia, the Germans asserted, with 
the Russians sending 100,000 in- 
fantrymen and two tank brigades 
against that rail hub northwest 
of Gomel. Berlin said the at- 
tacks w'ere held. Moscow made 
no mention of activity in these 
sectors.) 

i ruck and Train Crash; 
Engineer Is Killed 
F the Associated Press. 

SILVER CREEK. Nebr.. Dec. 16.— 
A collision between a trailer truck 
Laded with salt and a mine car 
Union Pacific extra express train 
here today killed the engineer. Otto 
Eeckel. 55. Omaha, and blocked the 
railroad's main line. 

The engineer was buried beneath 
the overturned locomotive. Fire- 
man Ray O. Higgenbotham, Coun- 
cil Bluffs. Iowa, escaped with slight 
injuries when he leaped from the 
cab. Jack Bockius. Fairmont. Nebr.. 
driver of the truck was unhurt. 

Four cars were derailed and three 
turned over. Only two remained up- 
right. 

Foreign Exchange 
NEW YORK. Dec. 16 '.■T*'.—Foreien ex- 

cu.M-ige rates follow 'Great Britain in dol- 
lar?. others in cents): 

Canadian dollar in New York open.mar- 
V in5* per cent discount, or Vai 
United States cents, up nfiC of a cent. 

Europe Great Britain, official, buying. 
4.02 selling. 4.04. 

Latin America Argentina, free. 25.15. 
up .05 of a cent Brazil, free, 5.20n; Mex- 
ico 20.65n. n Nominal. 

BLOOD PLASMA CONTAINERS 
ARE MADE OF 

PAPER 

WASTE PAPER 
is needed NOW! 
Cfllfr f A BUNDLE A WEEK 

OHVt | SOME BOY'S LIFE 

II. S. Victory Waste Paper Campaign 
-* ■ i" 

REUNION IN ITALY—Lt. Gen. Henry H. Arnold, chief of the 
United States Army Air Forces, chats with his son, Maj. Henry 
H. Arnold, jr„ somewhere in Italy during an inspection tour of 
new Allied airbases in that area. He made the tour after con- 

ferences at Teheran and Cairo. 
—A. P. Photo via Signal Corps Radio. 

Good Skating 
Available at 
Several Points 
Good skating la available on the 

C. <fe O. Canal between Brookmont 
and Glen Echo, Md.; on Rock Creek 
north of Piney Branch road and at 
the Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, 
Irving c. Root, superintendent 
of the National Capital Parks, an- 
nounced today. 

Mr. Root said the ice was frozen 
to a thickness of about 2*2 inches 
at these locations. The section of 
the canal available for skating can 
be reached by taking the Cabin John 
streetcar to stop 25 at Brookmont 
or 33 at Glen Echo. Kenilworth 
Gardens may be reached via the 
Kenilworth streetcar to Polk street 
NJE. 

The parks office said there was in- 
sufficient ice on the Lincoln Me- 
morial reflecting pool and on the 
canal between Georgetown and 
Brookmont. 

Weather 
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were unable to heat apartment 
buildings. 

South Also Shivers. 
The cold wave made unusual in- 

roads into the Sou'h. It wfas 23 at 
Mobile, Ala., this morning. Rich- 
mond, Va.. was one degree colder 
than Washington with a recording 
of 13. Pensacola, Fla., had its first 
snow since 1898. Businessmen in 
smaller Georgia cities disported 
themselves making snowmen and 
throwing snowballs. 

It was 13 below zero this morning: 
st Elkins, W. Va. 

Subzero readings were common in 
an icy belt extending from Nebraska ! 

to Western New York, acording to 
the Associated Press. Bemidji.: 
Minn., had a low of 17 below zero, 
which was a rise of 5 degrees from 
the previous day. 

Temperatures were up a few de- 
grees from yesterday in most of the 
cities in the country, according to 
the Associated Press. Pittsburgh 
was 9 above today, up 5 degrees 
from yesterday. Other readings 
compared with yesterday's included: 
Cincinnati, 3, up 3; St. Louis, 0, up 
4; Columbus, 5, lip 4; Cleveland, 11, 
up 11; Kansas City, 8, up 12; Denver, 
21, up 7; Los Angeles, 42, up 1; 
Seattle, 30, up 3. 

The Weather Bureau s map to- 
day showed Greenville, Me., as the 
coldest spot in the Northeast. The 
recording was 25 below there. 

Minimum recordings this morn- 

ing were: Pensacola. Fla.. 25; Key 
West, 68: Miami., 59: Charleston, 
S. C.. 17: Savannah, 22; Atlanta. 
16; Nashville. Tenn., 12; Mehphis. 
13: Front Royal. Va.. 8; New York. 
14; Boston. 9, and Albany, N. Y., 0. 

15 Fire Alarms. 
The fire department answered 15 

fire alarms since midnight. Sev- 
eral were for fires caused by over- 
heated stoves. All were small blazes. 

The cold snap found fuel oil deal- 
ers well prepared to meet the re- 

sulting rush of orders, in sharp con- 
trast to the confusion that existed 
last year soon after the inauguration 
of the OPA fuel oil rationing pro- 
gram. a check of the dealers re- 
vealed. 

The falling mercury brought a 
fiood of calls to the dealers, but it 
appeared that the rationing pro- 
gram. the oil supply and the distri- 
bution system were in much better 
shape than a year ago. 

The public, too, apparently has 
learned to spread out the limited 
oil supply. A spokesman for the 
District OPA said only a few calls 
from persons seeking additional 
fuel oil rations had been received. 

“Not Much We Can Do.” 
“There's not much we can do 

about such cases." the official said. 
“Only in a few instances, and for 
specific reasons, may we grant ex- 
tra allotments.” He said about the 
only grounds on which householders 
may procure additional oil are ill- 
ness in the family, more people liv- 
ing in a house with a larger area to 
be heated, and changes in the house 
itself which alter the space to be 
heated. 

One of the largest coal dealers 
said that while anthracite stocks 
are low and are being moved out as 
fast as they come in, there is plenty 
of soft coal in the city. 

“Most people can use prepared 
sizes of soft coal in their furnaces,” 
he said. "I see no reason for any 
alarm.” 

Flu Hits Drivers. 
The fuel dealers were experiencing 

some shortage of drivers due to the 
influenza epidemic, he said, but the 
situation was not serious. 

“The demand of the past two 
days,” he said, “has been like that 
of any normal prewar cold snap.” 

Robert F. Coggswell, District rent 
control administrator, said his office 
has been getting relatively few com- 
plaints from apartment tenants on 

Call ftA. 5000 for Regular Home Delivery 
Every Evening and Sunday Morning 

insufficient heat and lack of hot 
watlr. Last year at this time, he 
said, the situation was far different. 

Pacific 
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American air field on Boungainville, 
in the Northern Solomons. 

100 Planes in Attack. 
For seven hours Tuesday more 

than 100 Liberator heavy and 
Mitchell medium bombers and Bos- 
ton attack planes blasted Arawe in 
the biggest aerial attack ever staged 
in the Southwest Pacific. 

Without interference in the air 
and but little from ground fire, tne 
planes also swept the enemy with 
174,000 machine gun bullets. The 
blows were concentrated on Amulut 
Plantation west of Arawe Village 
and on islands at the harbor 
entrance. 

Many fires were observed and the 
devastation of barges and stores and 
among enemy personnel was wide- 
spread. All Allied planes returned. 

The bomb tonnage far outweighed 
the 248 tons dropped on the 
enemy's supply center and aviation 
installations around Gasmata, east 
of Arawe, last Sunday. 

Its nearest rival was the 350 tons 
laid on Rabaul, Japanese shipping 
and air base on the northeastern 
tip of New Britain, October 15. when 
177 enemy planes were destroyed or 

damaged and scores of war.and 
merchant craft were destroyed in the 
harbor. 

Lt. Gen. George C. Kenney, com- 
mander of Allied air forces In this 
area, said the Rabaul raid was the 
turning point In the Southwest 
Pacific war. Tuesday's raid on 
Arawe, with the absence of enemy 
interception which has been widely 
noted of late, emphasized claims of 
Allied air supremacy in this theater. 

With less bomb weight, but no less 
freedom of the air. planes of Ad- 
miral William F. Halsey, command- 
er in the South Pacific, pounded 
Japanese supply points and ground 
defenses on Bougainville Island in 
the Solomons, where Americans 
have established an air strip on 

Empress Augusta Bay. only 250 
miles southeast of Rabaul. 

Jap Cruiser Hit in Stern. 
In 200 sorties the Solomons flyers 

dropped 150 tons of bombs, mainly 
on the Bonis supply area on the 
north coast of Bougainville. The 
Japanese did not send up even 
one plane. 

An enemy cruiser waz hit in the 
stren by two 1,000-pound bombs 
dropped by American naval Cata- 
lina bombers operating off Kaviang. 
New Ireland. 

Only patrol action was reported 
in ground operations in New Guinea 
and in the Empress Augusta Bay 
area, on Bougainville. 

A spokesman at Admiral Halsey's 
headquarters declared that the Jap- 
anese positions on Bougainville, 
which once was reported garrisoned 
by 40.000 enemy troops, is deteri- 
orating steadily. 

aiarsnalis Raided Seventh Day. 
“We locate the enemy's artillery’ 

during the raids and follow up by de- 
stroying them.” he said. “Great 
quantities of stores daily go up in 
flames.” 

On the mid-Paciflc front. Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz said 7th Army 
Air Force Liberators raided the 
Marshall Islands for the seventh 
straight day Tuesday, while the Jap- 
anese retaliated with raids on the 
American-held Gilberts. 

The Liberators started fires on 
the airdrome at Taroa in the Maloe- 
lap Atoll of the Marshalls and 
downed one Zero and four others of 
a force of 17 enemy fighters that 
attempted interception. 

The Japanese raided Tarawa Sun- 
day and Monday and Makin Mon- 
day and Tuesday, doing no damage 
at Tarawa but wounding four men 
at Makin. 

Eyewitness 
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Associated Press, to catch another 
train, continuing his trip to Tampa. 

Mr. Wood said he and others 
stood at the side o fthe A. C. L. rail- 
road track and watched the impact. 

He said he and other passengers 
of the derailed south-bound train 
frantically tried to build fires out of 
newspapers to warn to north-bound 
engineer. 

Two south-bound freight trains 
already had been stopped by make- 
shift flares when they heard the 
Streamliner roaring north. The 
speeding train ripped into the smok- 
ing car. he said, cutting it almost in 

jhalf, and five coaches of the north- 
bound train leaped the track and 
i folded together- like an accordion. 

Like Bad Dream. 
“It was like a bad dream, filled 

with screams, and in the dark we 
couldn’t see exactly what had hap- 
pened. You could hear people 
shouting and crying and in the 
below-freezing temperature their 
voices echoed and re-echoed in the 
night,” he said. 

Mr. Wood said the woman expect- 
ing a baby had her legs and thighs 
crushed and mangled. She kept 
saying, “I won’t lose my baby, I won’t 
lose my baby, God help me. I won’t. 
I must be calm, please, dear God, 
help me.” 

“She had more spunk than I’ve 
ever seen in a woman before,” Mr. 
Wood said. A short time later a 
doctor came and examined her, gave 
her a sedative and told her that her 
baby would be born. 

"Thank God.’ she said. 
Mr. Wood said another woman 

badly crushed about the hips and 
legs held a baby in her arms. Both 
were unconscious with the mother 
still clutching the baby close to her. 
Finally, he said, the baby regained 

consciousness and began to cry. A 
moment later the mother’s eyes 
flickered open. 8he patted the baby 
softly and cooed to It for a moment 
and then lapsed back into uncon- 
sciousness. 

Police Send for Torches. 
Shortly after the wreck, Mr. Wood 

said, a police car with a radio trans- 
mitter arrived, and after a quick 
look at the scene, police sent for 
acetylene torches to cut Into the 
steel coaches. 

The cars were jammed with pas- 
sengers, he said. 

“It was a horrible sight,” Mr. 
Wood said. "A lot of the people 
were cut in half when the seats 
snapped together by the Impact 
clipped them In two like paper.” 
Torsos and legs were pulled from 
the coaches, he said, and it was im- 
possible to match them up. 

Mr. Wood said he believed many 
of the servicemen were going home 
on "last leave” to spend the holidays 
with friends and he estimated that 
“at least half of those killed” were 
servicemen. 

Subsidies 
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Grange and the National Council of 
Parmer Co-operatives also partici- 
pated in the conference. 

Would Guarantee Prices. 
Under the Taft plan the Govern- 

ment would guarantee support 
prices to farmers on selected com- 
modities to encourage production, 
and pay subsidies to processors and 
distributors where otherwise it 
would be supported by direct Gov- 
ernment purchases where necessary. 

“The net effect would be to elimi- 
nate the present $300.000,000-a-year 
subsidy on beef and the $300,000,000 
milk subsidy in the form of a dairy 
feed payment to producers,” Senator 
Taft said. “The butter roll-back also 
would be eliminated, but the same 

j purpose could be accomplished 
! through a supported price. 

"Milk might go up a cent a quart, 
and beef might go up. but generally 
speaking, other prices could be held 
stable and the efrect on the cost oi 
living would be negligible," Senator 
Taft added. 

Existing subsidies which Senator 
Taft said would be retained under 
his plan are those to curtail pork 
prices, at an estimated cost of $200,- 
000,000 yearly; the $100,000,000 wheat 
flour payments to control bread 
prices, and those on soybeans, prunes 
and raisins, canned fruits and vege- 
tables, cheese, dried beans, potatoes, 
peanuts, sugar beets, truck crops, 
shortening and feed wheat. 

The Taft proposal provides that 
maximum prices established for 
farm products shall not be below 
the Government support price. If 
the market price fell below the sup- 
port price the Government, through 
the Commodity Credit. Corp.. would 
be authorized to buy for resale to 
processors. 

Wreck 
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phone calls from persons desiring to 
know the names of the killed and 
injured, but we have no informa- 
tion,” an official of the Red Cross 
stated. 

It was learned here that nurses' 
aides and canteen workers from 
Fayetteville and Lumberton were 
sent to the scene of the wreck, and 
the Red Cross sent surgical dress- 
ings and blankets. 

According to the Red Cross, in- 
jured servicemen were taken to 
nearby Fort Bragg. 

Red Cross field directors from 
I Fort Bragg and from the Maxon 
I Air Base in Lumberton hurried to 
I the scene. 

Officials of the railroad here said 
northbound trains were being re- 
routed by way of Wilmington and 
Rocky Mount, N. C., and that the 
first train was expected to reach 
Washington late this afternoon. 

8. N. Mills, director of the Bu- 
reau of Safety of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, said the 
bureau was sending C. G. Fuller, 
accident investigator to the scene 
from Washington, and that an- 
other investigator would be sent 
from the field, probably from 
Raleigh, N. C. 
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SCENE OF WRECK—Map lo- 
cates Buie, N. C„ where two 
passenger trains of the At- 
lantic Coast Line piled up in 
a double wreck today. 

—A. P. Wirephoto, 
— 

Waitress Loses Point 
In Slaying Defense 

Chief Justice Edward C. Eicher 
today denied a defense motion for 
a directed verdict in the trial of 
Catherine Hamel, 29-year-old wait- 
ress. charged with second-degree 
murder in the shooting August II 
of Walder Prank Brown, her com- 
mon-law husband. » 

The jury is expected to receive 
the case this afternoon following 
the closing arguments by counsel. 

Defense Attorney L. J. H. Herwig 
contended the defendant’s name was 
legally Brown because of her com- 
mon-law marital status, and de- 
clared the Government had wrongly 
indicted her under the name of 
Hamel. He also charged that the 
Government had failed to prove a 
felonious assault on the part of 
the defendant. 

The defense rested today alter 
Miss Hamel returned briefly to the 
stand to conclude her cross-exami- 
nation by Assistant United States 
Attorney Cecil W. Heflin. , 

Colombia Extends 
President's Leave 
By the Associated Press. 

BOGOTA, Colombia, Dee. 16.— 
The Colombian Senate yesterday 
unanimously granted President Al- 
fonso Lopez an extension of his 60- 
day leave of absence to enable him 
to remain in the United States 
until mid-Mareh. 

DR. EDGAR A. BOCOCK. 
—Star Staff Photo. 

Bocock 
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• j the first and very emphatic step 
toward the complete cleanup of the 
Oallinger situation. I propose to 
follow the matter to the end so that 
Gallinger may be an institution 
worthy of the Capital City of the 
Nation.” 

The text of Dr. Bocock’s letter to 
the Commissioners follows: 

"At the close of business today I 
will complete 16 years of service as 
superintendent of Oallinger Mu- 
nicipal Hospital. 

"The hospital has grown enor- 

mously in size and service to the 
community in spite of the handicaps 
and problems with which it has 
been faced. Of late, particularly, 
have these vicissitudes been de- 
morali? ng and damaging. 

"In the belief that a change in 
administration might definitely pro- 
mote a new situation of real benefit 
to the hospital’s future. I submit 
herewith my resignation, to be effec- 
tive on April 20, 1944, and would like| 
to avail myself of my accrued leave 
amounting to 98 days, on December 
16, 1943.” 

expresses unuiuae. 

Dr. Bocock today refused to com- 

ment on the events leading up to 
his resignation. 

"I am grateful, however,” he said, 
"for the fine spirit of support and 
good will continuously shown to me 

by the citizens of Washington in all 
walks of life—professional, social, 
commercial and the press. 

"Gallinger is a fine institution of 
which the community mav be proud. 
With proper support it will continue 
in growth and service to Washing- 
ton." 

Dr. Bocock sketched briefly the 
growth of the hospital during his 
16-year administration. 

In 1927. Dr. Bocock said, the only 
modern structures on the Anaeos- 
tla River site were the psychiatric 
wards. At that time there also ex- 

isted the old brick "Washington 
Asylum.” formerly the poorhouse 
and later used for mental patients, 
and five wooden buildings built dur- 
ing the Civil War and used for gen- 
eral medical and surgical cases. 

During his incumbency. Dr. Bo- 
cock estimated the hospital had in- 
creased in size about .'ix time*. From 
a total of 250 beds capacity in 1927, 
it has grown to a modern institu- 
tion which now has 1.682 beds. The 
number of patients increased during 
the same period from an average of 
about 200 tc about 1,100 tods v. 

Seven Buildings Added. 
Seven new brick buildings have 

been constructed during the past 16 
years. 

The first thing Dr. Bocock plans, 
to do is to take a rest, he said, ex-j 
plaining he had not been absent 
from his office for one day during 
the past 11 years. Even so, he Indi- 
cated, his vacation may be of short 
duration. 

He said he is considering an "at- 
tractive offer” already made to him 
for the future. 

Dr. Bocock has had long experi- 
ence as a hospital superintendent, 
having been head of the Colorado 
General Hospital at Denver for two 
years and director of hospitals for 
the Republic of Fanama for five 
years before coming to Washington. 

He is a native cf Staunton, Va. 
He graduated from the University o! 
Virginia and the Medical College of 
Virginia, where he took his M. D. 
degree in 1915. His intemeship was 
at St. Luke's Hospital at Richmond, 
from which he resigned to enter the 
Medical Corps during the World 
War. He served as a medical officer 
from 1916 to 1925. during which pe- 
riod he served as superintendent of 
hospitals in Panama. 

Churchill 
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confreences and on his previous 
flights to Washington, Moscow and 
the Middle East. He is president of 
the Royal College of Physicians. 

Lt. Col. Robert J. V. Pulvertaft 
before the war was director of pa- 
thology at Westminster Hospital. 
Brig. Davis E. Bedford is a heart 
specialist and editor of the ‘‘British 
Heart Journal." 

The official statement on Mr. 
Churchill's illness said: 

“The Prime Minister has been in 
bed for some days with a cold. A 
patch of pneumonia has now de- 
veloped in Jiis left lung. His general 
condition is as satisfactory as can be 
expected.” 

> Precautions Taken. 
While en route to the Cairo con- 

ference, Mr. Churchill s cold was not 
considered cause for undue alarm, 
but was sufficiently serious so that 
a covered passageway was set up 
leading from his stateroom aboard 
the ship to the bridge. The Prime 
Minister is an inveterate "bridge 
watcher" on sea voyages. 

Despite his advancing years—and 
he is the oldest of the United Na- 
tions "big three leaders” — Mr. 
Churchill normally enjoys robust 
health, although he puts in long 
hours of work at home and has 
traveled farther than Mr. Roosevelt 
and Premier Stalin together in the 
last two years, consolidating the Al- 
lied war effort. 

He is noted for his powers of 
physical endurance and his faculty 
for quick recovery. 

Georgian Will Direct 
Salvation Army Unit 

The appointment of Capt. James 
Tritton of Atlanta, Ga., as director 
of the Alexandria Salvation Army 
was announced yesterday. 

Capt. Tritton will assume the post, 
which has been vacant since the 
resignation of Capt. Gordon Can- 
ning last August. 

Work of the agency has been car- 
ried on with temporary personnel. 
The new director will make a survey 
before recommending changes. 

Eisenhower Tells 
Of 'Crucial Phase' 
Ei the JUMclettd Freer 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, Al- 
giers, Dec. 18.—Gen. Dwight D. 

Elsenhower, in his first message to 
his troops since his return from the 
historic Allied military conferences 
at Cairo, told {hem today that “the 
war Is now entering into its crucial 
phase.” 

The Allied commander’s message 
to forces In Italy follows: 

"The past year hss been a very 
hard one for us, but we have ob- 
tained very good results. 

"The war is now entering Into Its 
crucial phase. 

“I ask each soldier to do his duty 
to his utmost.” 

Gen. Elsenhower attended the 
Cairo military conferences at which 
observes believe final plans were 
laid for all-out offensives against 
Germany and Japan. He also ac- 
companied President Roosevelt on 
his subsequent visits to ancient 
Carthage and Malta. 

At Carthage the President gave 
Gen. Eisenhower a detailed, first- 
hand report on the Allies’ newly- 
completed victory strategy during 
his 48-hour stopover. 

Liquor 
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plies had not come from regular 
wholesalers, but from brokers and 
others who had purchased the re- 
ceipts, then drew on the whisky. 

He explained that In order to 
finance the aging of their whisky 
many distillers had In effect sold 
part of It by issuing warehouse re- 

ceipts. While this liquor remained 
in distillery warehouses It belonged 
in fact to purchasers of receipts 
and could be withdrawn and resold. 

Mr. Lentz said that s fter the State 
decided to relax Its rules, some bar 
operator." made purchases of na- 

tionally known brands from whole- 
salers outside of Ohio. When the 
State protested to distillers who 
could not supply the State all It 
wanted, he said, the distillers cut off 
this source of supply by threatening 
to cancel contracts with the whole- 
salers. 

Ferguson Questions Witness. 
Subsequently, the witness said, 

most of the whisky obtained outside 
the State was In little-known or new 
brands. 

Senator Ferguson, Republican, of 
Michigan asked why the State could 
not make purchases from whole- 
salers or others outsic'e the State. 
Mr. Lentz said that OPA regula- 
tions prevented this. 

"What OPA regulations?” de- 
manded Senator Ferguson 

Mr. Lentz spid the OP 5 price ceil- 
ings precluded the States from 
making purchases from small dis- 
tillers because "the State couldn’t 
profitably purchase outside.” 

"Was the State interested in mak- 
ing a profit or in supplying the 
people of Ohio?” Senator Feguson 
asked. 

"It's my opinion,” the witness re- 

plied, "that the State was interested 
in the profit angle to the extreme.” 

Hotel Bought Direct. 
Mr. Lentz said the State had 

knowledge of one purchase by a 

large Cleveland hotel, which he did 
not name, of 500 cases of Scotch 
whisky direct from a distiller. With 
the exception of th.s and the pur- 
chase of some Schenlev rum by a 
Cincinnati hotel, he said most of the 
outside buy ing was-from jobbers and 
wholesalers. 

Mr. Lentz said he believed the 
disappearance o> many standard 
brands from the market was done 
“in many cases very definitely to 
evade OPA price ceilings.” 

"By discontinuing established 
brands the manufacturers were able 
to do upgrading on the produet,'' he 
said. 

"Don't you mean ‘up-pricing?’ 
asked Senator Kilgore, Democrat, of 
West Virginia. 

"It's called up-grading in the busi- 
ness, I believe," the witness replied. 

Senator Kilgore asserted the out- 
of-State purchases resulted In a 

"black market” in Ohio because 
.jobbers and purchasers could "detour 
the State monopoly and do business 
outside the State at higher prices" 
even thcuJh the whisky was re- 

turned to Ohio for rale by the drink. 
Tax proposal ucuateu. 

Meanwhile, the Senate Finance 
Committee today debated whether 
to reduce the tax-free period for 
liquor in bonded warehouses from 
eight to four years, put more whisky 
on sale and add nearly a billion 
dollars to tax collections in 1944. 

Industry Fights Tax Plan. 
A group of distillery spokesmen 

went before the Finance Commit- 
tee late yesterday to oppose use 

of the taxing power to speed up the 
sale of the liquor that was on 

hand when manufacture of bever- 
age alcohol stopped in October 
1942. The committee probably will 
decide that is-sue today. 

Subpoenas for the grand Jury 
inquiry were issued for records ol 
the "Big Four” distilleries. Hiram 
Walker A Sons. Inc.: Joseph E 
Seagram & Sons. Inc.: National 
Distillers Products Corp. and Schen- 
ley Distillers Corp.. returnable 
January 6 to the District grand 
jury. 

The distilleries named in the sub- 
poenas were singled out recently 
by Senator Van Nuys during hear- 
ings by his committee. 

Senator Van Nuys said his com- 

mittee especially wanted to find 
out if there were monopolistic prac- 
tices by “the Big Four.” There 
were contentions that the larger 
distillers were buying up small con- 
cerns. 

The grand jury action contained 
indications that these angles were 
In the Justice Department's mind. 
The subpoenas called soeciftcally 
for the four distilleries to produce 
records showing: 

Ownership of stock in the com- 

panies as well as in subsidiaries, in- 
cluding wineries and breweries; 
transactions involving purchases of 
corporations, partnerships and busi- 
nesses; acquisition of stocks of 
whisky and wines; withdrawals, 
withholdings or private rationing of 
liquors normally distributed under 
established brand names; informa- 
tion on packaging and marketing, in- 
cluding the Introduction or use of 
bottles known as “fifths" and 
“tenths” and limitation or restric- 
tions on larger containers; methods 
of merchandising, and policing 
sales; agreements among the four 
concerns with' respect to manufac- 
ture, distribution and sale, and In- 
formation cm the amount of whisky, 
neutral spirits, alcohol and high 
wines presently owned or controlled: 

Senator Van Nuys said-the grand 
jury action “la a fine thing” and He 
promised the “full co-operation” of 
his committee. 

Lumbermen Elect Officers 
CHICAGO, Dee. 16 <JP).—Geerge 

Gerllnger of Portland, Oreg., yester- 
day was elected president of the 
National Lumber Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation. 

Pillar of Fire Seen 225 Miles 
As Pallas Bomb Plant Burns 
Br t|u AMoeMUd Frm. 

DALLAS, Tex., Dec. 18.—The in- 
cendiary bomb casing plant of the 
Austin Bridge Co. here was destroyed 
last night by flames from fiercely 
burning and exploding magnesium 
which cast a dazzling white glow 
visible to. airliner pilots 225 miles 
distant. 

Col. H. H. McCullough, intelligence 
officer for the Dallas chemical war- 
fare procurement office, estimated 
total damage to buildings and ma- 
terials at about $350,000. 

Despite the intensity of the heat, 
no injuries were reported. Firemen 
operated either at a distance or 
behind shields. 

Flames raged fiercely for several 
hours and began to wane about mid- 

night. Firemen and plant officials 
said the fire could not be stopped 
until all the highly inflammable 
metal was consumed, probably this 
morning. 

The glow was so bright that: 
A BranllT pilot said he, could see 

the light almost as soon as he got 
into the wlr at Houston, 225 airline 
miles southward: a Branlff Airways 
hostess saw the glare when her 
plane left Wichita Falls, 140 miles 
distant. 

A newspaper could be read on 
the courthouse steps in the Dallas 
business district, 3 miles to the 
east. 

Sheriff Jess Sweeten of Athens, 80 
miles away, phoned to 6ay, “We 
can see the explosions plainly; they 
reach way up into the sky.” 

Italy 
(Continued From First Page.) 

they were being subjected to almost1 
constant shelling. 

The Port at Ortona itself was 

blazing, apparently from fires set by 
the Germans preparatory to aban- 
doning the city. 

2,IM Prisoners Captured. 
Advices from the front said that 

from the total of almost 3,MO pris- 
oners taken by Gen. Sir Bernard L. 
Montgomery’s troops sinee the San* 
gro River battle began November 17 
valuable information was obtained. 

The 5tb Army's fighting consisted 
mainly of sharp skirmishes over 

rough ground in which some limited 
gams were made. 

Itallah troops again were in action 
with the 5th Army and' this time 
captured five prisoners. 

An indication of the distrust the 
Germans hold for the Italian resi- 
dents on their side of the line came 

with the interception of an order to 
a battalion of the 15th Armored 
Grenadiers to shoot all civilians 
found in the combat zone. 

In air operations near the front, 
objectives at Pontecorvo, Frosinone 
and Atina were attacked. Five en- 
emy planes were shot down and four 
Allied craft were reported missing. 

Washington Exchange 
SALXS. 

Meraenthaler Linotype—16 at 48. 

BONDS 
PUBLIC UTILITY 

_ 
Bid. Anted 

*» T 4 T tv deb 3s 196«_ 1)4 115 
Anaeostia A Pot 5s 1 ®1 rs lOO'l 
Ana Ac lot auer 5s inafl 112 113’a 

1 Ana A- Po mod 3!4s 1951 107 
Csp Tr?et on 1st 5s I Jji7^ 105U 105 
City A- Suburoan 6s mi* ItiA’a 
City k Sub mod :)=,« 1(151 10rt'a 
Qeoraetown Gas Is: 5s ’001 122 

><?o. Elec Pct rfas Un-.'; 11.71, 
i Pet Elec Pot 3‘4s J9:7 Kin, 
'Vashiniton Gas 6s !9-:0 128(4 
V.'tsh F.tj f- Elec 4s 1P51 lOS'a 

MISCELLANTOUS 
Ter RAW Cp 1st 4V4s 194s 103t* 

— 

STOCKS 
PUBLIC UnUTT 

_ 
Bid Asked 

Amer Tel A Te! <91_*1534 
Capital Transit 4159) “284 30 
K i W Steamboat <*4) 1*3 _ 

Pot Klee Power «*» pfd <t). lid 
.Pot El Pw 64% pfd iS.SOi 115 
W«sh Ges L' com '1 5">_ "1 514 
wash G*« Lt era pfd (4.5m 104 105 
Wash Gas Lt eura pfd <5.001 105 1064 

iWash Ry A El eora (a40.00) 550 
Wash Ry A El pfd '5> 117 150 

BANK AND TRUST COMPANY 
Arne.- See A Tr Co 'e*' 23<) 540 
Bank of Be-hesda it 751 so 
Capital (*6t __ 17ii 
Com A Sarinas (ylO.OOi. : 2 > 

Liberty i*fli _ mu 200 
Lincoln (h5) -in 
.vat Sev A Tr (t4 00i 20* 
Pr Georars Ek A Tr it] OOl 2.. 73 

; R‘a. s in') __ _3i 1 
Riaas pfd i*• l<(54 
Wa. nlnaion <8» .. in.i _ 

Wash Loan A Tr ie*>_7 235 _ 

PXRZ INSURANCE 
American <t#i .... ... 130 _ 

.Firemen's (1.401 _ 30 _ 

I National Union (.76) 13 _ 

TTTLB INSURANCE. 
Columbia fk.30) __ 104 124 
Real Batata (md) 155 _ 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Carpel Ora (2.00i _ 26 
Garflnekel com (t.701 ‘154 164 
Lanatoo Monotype (H.00). 37 41 
Lincoln Berv com (l OOi.. ]14 12 
Lincoln Ser 7% pr pf (3.50) 41 
Mergentheler Lino (e3 50) *474 484 
Natl Mtae A Iny pfd < 85> 44 

iPeoplesDr com new ill Odi *22 4 _ 

'Reel En MAG pfd <t*0i 74 
'Security Storste < 4) _ 67 30 
'Ter Ref A Wh Corn (3> .50 
Wdwi A- Loth rom ip2.30>. "42 
Wrwd A- Loth pfd 17' “IIP __ 

“Ex dividend »Pius ts'ras > p- 0 s- 
far this •■•esr lie. err' hS>0. t 
•r« k 20c e. -ra m SI 50 ex a 0 Pair 
.n 1842 .410.00 extra 

Chicago Livestock 
CHICAGO Df'-. 10 -P < VTA ‘.— 

hog,*- I3.0oo rota1. 28 000 g^oc g«r. 
i choice 200-2:o pound? steady 12 75 
j the top: other weights and «er* s'r©ng 

to 1.5 higher: good and choice ?7ft-30«* 
pounds. 1.3.00-13.7*; 170-lpo pounds. 
12.40-13.15: few 150-170 pound?. 11.75- 
12.50: most 300-500-pound sows. 1 2 50- 
85; few ehoiee. 12.75 indications around 
7.000 unsold 

Salable cattle 5.500; salable calves. 
80q, choice fed steers and yearlings 
scarce, steady: medium and average good 
grades mainly short fed predominated in 
(jrop. slow, barely steads at 15.00 down- 
ward: choice 1.000-pound yearlings looped 
at 18.80: little above 18.25: however, bulk 
13.50-18.00. with common and medium 

J1 slock cattle alow at 
10.00-12.25. heifers *t»sdy. bulk. 12 Ou. 
15 00; cows eieady 10 weak, cutters 00 

most be*f eows. 8.75 -11.00. bu:ls 
iairry active, strong: practical top weighty 
sausage bulls. 11,50. realers v*rv scarce at 
13-^0-15 00. mostlv 13.00-15.0*1 

Salable she’p. 7.000: total. 10.500; fa* 
lerabs mode-ate-v arrive. full* *:ead:; ’oad 

to choice fed Western ’amba. ta 50-85: early '0.0. 14>5 to b-r h nickers end shippers: few good to ch-:c© native 
lambs. 14.80 to both p»rker« s’-4 shipper*: 
1 *oo« to choice native ’’mM. 14 80 

} m* Ivit good kind. LS.75 Ms' good 
^o-rr le-*\'t with xo 1 nel*. \* .;o. liehtly 

1 gbrtad: nothing done *arly on yearlings or ! slaughter ewe’, the latter class \ery scarce 

New York Bank Stocks 
NBW YORK. Dec 16 

soelatlon Securities’ Dealers. 

Bk of Am NTS <SF) (2*0) 
Bank of Man < *0a).. _ 

Bank of N Y (14)_ 
Bankers Tr (1.40)_ZZ- 
Bklyh Tr '4) _ 

Cen Ran. Bk & Tr (4) 
Chase Nat (1.40)_ZZ 
Chem Bk A Tr (1.60) 46% 46% Commercial (8) ■ 2"6 "36 
Cent Bk * Tr (,i0) xd_ 171* '1334 Com 111 Chi new _z SO 9" Com Bk Bk * T (2.40) 44>s 46% gmpireTr (3r .. _ 69'* 73% first Nst (Bos) (2) 47% 50% Fat N ChiMlOa)_ 369 374 Bt.N K Y (SO)-1455 1495 G erenfy Tr >121. 294 30° 
Irv.ns Trrt.60i -- -13% 14% Km-« Count* (80) 1435 1485 
Lawyers- True’. U) 33% .",6% 
Menufac’urers Tr.(2) __ 431, 4-.S, 

:Manufacturers Tr fit <2> 5T-% 53s, jNr.tl Cit- (31 _ S‘% .".«% N Trust (3%) xd __ 88% p"% 
: Public <1%1 _. .. 35a, 381 a 

(Tit • G * T o, m United States .(60a)’_1205 1310 
; a Also extra or extras. 

Market Averages 
STOCKS. 

30 IS 
Indust. Ralls. 

Net chants__ 
Today, noon_ 
Rrev. day 
Week aao 
Month ato 
Year ato 
1943 hi ah _ 

I94S low _ 

BONDS. 
20 10 10 10 Low- 

Rails. Induat. Util. Wan. Yield. 
Net ehante —.1 unc. unc. unc. unc. 
Today, noon 77.2 104.8 104.9 63.0 113 6 
Frev. day 77.3 104.8 104.9 63.0 113.6 
Weak ato 77.2 104.9 104.9 63.0 113.6 
Month ato 76.3 104.6 105.7 62.3 114.7 
Year ato 64.3 103.4 97.5 53.2 112.4 
18,43 hlth 78.7 105.8 105.4 64.1 116.1 
1843 low 64 6 103.8 08.0 53.2 112 6 

(Compiled by the Associated Press.) 

Chicago Grain 
CHICAGO. Dec. 16 ufv—With com- 

mercial Interests almost entirely out of 
the market, wheat prices slumped foday. 
Activity was restricted, but in ses am to 
about a cent at one time. Rye declined 
on aelling by Eastern commission house* 
*nd oats and bsrlev were weak 

A move by the Senate Eanklna Com- 
mittee to postpone a showdown on t‘-# 
subsidy bet tie (or «o oavs h’d little 
Influence on prices. Imnorts o' train 
irom Canada from D"'ember .3 to De- 
cember 8 totaled 7.92.1.52: bushels rt 
*o*»' 1.4*5 2Bi' buscejs of oats and 
647 584 bus.r-la of bsr.ey 

At the cloae wheat was lower. 
Sl.dfl’a: oa s were unchanged to s* 

K? r~' *“ down 

l4f' AriVVib btrl" wt* ofl 11'«* 

—Os**} Hifh Low CloM. D*<eiflb«r_ 1.71% 1.71% 1 76% 1 71% M*y 1 87b i.At'w Ml l Aib July 165b 185 >4 1 «4< 1 84b SgPtcbOhar 1 83’. 1 84 1 83 1.83 b OATS— 
December.. .92 .92 92 *2 
May .. .80 90S tP>. fflb-H July .79b .:*•• 77s, .77%-*.* 
Sept*?b" *' 4 '* • ,fll* •***» 
D?c?m*r. 126b 1 2fib 125’, 125s, May 1.24s, 1.24s, 1 23s, 1.23*,.% July- 1-3', 1.23', 1.21b 1.21s, 
SePtcmher 1.21s, 1.21b 1.20b 1.20', BARLZY— 
May 1.22% 1.22% 1.21% 1.21% a/Uly 1.19 4 1.19*4 1.18% 1.18% 

Chi'aeo C»«h Marktt. 
Wh**t. a-rrp> *rad# h*rd w.n!*r. 1 6© 

rorn. No. 5 y#l’cw. 1 08%-l .< 9%; ;ampi« 
,r.-ad?*yallcw. 75-l.»’2% Zyr. ;’o. 2 whit*. 

c»mr cr?de white Earley, 
maltinr 1.2,5-1.45. nominal feed. i.l»- 
1.2*5. nrm.na' F*Id «*»d per hti^drei- 
wajfht. tlmorhy. 5.7.5-6 00. nominal. red 
top 14.00-15.00. nominal, red ciov«*r, •21.50. nomintl. sweet clover. 10.50. nom- 
inal. 

New York Cotton 
NEW YORK. Dec 18 '.4*.—A steady un- 

dertone accompanied light dealings in cot- 
ton today. Anticipation of prolonged un- 
certainty in the administration-congres- 
sional controversy over the subsidy issue, 
indicated by the Senate Banking Commit- 
tee recommendation for a 80-dav Post. 
Donement. restrained market participation. 

Routine trade price fixing offset hedge 
selling and liquidation 

Lste afternoon values were 10 to 18 
cents a b’le hicher: March 1.0.65. May. 
19.44. and July. 19 24. 

Washington Produce 
From the k.ar Fooi A'Jm.nitration. 

P:\rtc -210 nr- fob. V.'suft 
_ 

FGG_—Mark- Sim e p3id for 
•'•Ci?ra,-S.6i* graded t*rs r*'el\ed from 
sradinv laion <D?c-n>'.- «> Whies. 
U S. gran* A. iartf. 5*1-53. e-png-, o'*1 ; 
U. S grade A medium. U 5 -rad* B. 
large. 4*. Ero»nv l S. r.d» A large. o*:-53; average. .V:V C S grade A me- 
dium. 4*-4P: average 4*>?. U S trade B. 
large. 46-4*; average. 41*2 Receipts. Gov- 
ernment traded eggs. IP* C3te* 

LIVE POULTRY—MarltSt firm Reeeipti 
liberal Prices paid net fc b v.ashmgton 
permitted transportation charges included 
according to mileage1 Broilers and fryers, 

fowi, 2A’j-2? roosr*r? ]*-20. 
Turney?. market very firm, receipt* ey- ! tremely light and far «hort of demtno. 
Young toms and hens. 13 pounds and un- 
der. 36*4-3* 16-C*i pound' 3454-36. 20 
pounds and over. 33*4-35 

Odd-Lot Dealings 
PHILADELPHIA Drc 1* .? —Th* ?e- 

nirities Commission reported •''da: these 
transactions b* cusomers s; od^-Io* 
he’her- or sperialis s on h** Ne* York 
Sleek Exchange for D-'*mber 15 3.5P2 
ourchase*. nvolvinc *:*6."l share- -mis 
sales, involvin'? inch'dir.g 
66 short sale*, invoi*. ins 1 *34 «hares. 

London Market Down 
LONDON. Dec. 16 i/PThe 

"took market generally closed lower 
today coincident with reports of 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill’* 
illness. Industrials mostly were 
easier with tobacco shares reacting 
after a firm opening. 

Weather Report 
District of Columbia—Fair and 

continued cold this afternoon and 
tonight, lowest temperature tonight 
near 16 degrees; tomorrow fair and 
warm-’-. 

Virginia anrf Maryland— Fair and 
"ontmu'd c^’d tonicht; tomorrow 
’air and wanner. 

P’ver Re-nrt. 
Po’cmsr ?nd Shenar.dcah Piers 

c’aar at Harpers Ferry. Pctomae 
clear at Great Falls. 

Reeerd f«r Last 94 Heirs 
_ J Temperature. 
Tf'terd.s. Dei—es. 

4 p.m. _ ;i a pm __ __ }i 
Midntaht _ 19 

Tea-- 
4 am. .... _ IT 
8 * m 14 
Noon _ 22 

Report for Last 9t Honn. 

• From noon yesterday to noon today 1 
Htaheat. 22. ,t 11 :5S ,m Year aao. 40. 
Lowest. 14. 7:55 a m. Year a*o. 23. 

Record Temperature TMi Tear. 
Hiehest. IS on Aurust in. 
Lowest, n. on February 15. 

Humidity for Last 94 Hours. 
• From neon yesterday to r.o-n today ) 
Hsehest. an per cent, at 8:30 a m. 
Lowest. 29 per cent, at 2 30 pm. 

Tide Tables. 
•rurmthed by tJmt»r» grates Coast and 

Geodetic Survey 1 
Teda- T-morrow. 

H:sh _ 11:59 am. 12 42 p.m. 
L— _ 9 49 a m. 7:29 a m. 
H eh _ 12.15 a m 
Low _i_ 9:54 P.m 7:41 p.m. 

The Sun and Moon. 
Rises. Sets. 

Sun. today •_ 8:21 5 47 
Sun. tomorrow _ 8:22 5 47 
Moon, today _ 10:29 pm 11:52 am. 

Automobile llthts must be turned on ana- 
half hour after sunset. 

Precipitation. 
Monthly precipitation in inches in tha 

Cspita) 'current month to date): 
Month. 194.3. Are Record 

January _2 87 3 55 7 83 '37 
February_ 2.02 3 27 8 84 '84 
March _4.31 3 75 8 84 '91 
April .. 2.88 3.27 9.13 '89 
Mar _ 4 04 3 70 10.89 '89 
June _ 2 43 4 13 10 94 '00 
July _ 1.48 4 71 10 83 '88 
Ausust 74 4 01 14 41 '28 
September _2 «s 3.24 17 4.5 '34 
October _ 4.29 2.84 8.81 '37 

gevember 4 23 2.37 8 89 ’89 
eecmber .0.18 3.32 7.58 '01 

Weather In Various Cities. 
Pre-lo- 

,-Temp.. I'a- 
H.jh. Low. tlon, 

A'buou*ro'Je. N. Mex... 38 70 
8'!’ir,s Mon;. __ 

4, 28 _ 

Sirminchein. Ala 3: 15 _ 

Boise Idaho _ <2 IS 
Cheyenne, Wyo._ 49 25 _ 

Chicaao. 111. 14 2 _ 

Cincinnati. Ohio 21 3 _ 

Denver. Colo. 54 24 _ 

Des Moines. Iowa 12 -3 _ 

i Detroit. Mich. 19 12 
Galveston. Tex _ 4« 30 _ 

Indianapolis. Ind._ 19 -l 
Jackson, Miss. _ 32 17 _ 

Kansas City, Mo_ 13 8 _ 

Little Rock Ark. _ 25 14 _ 

Lo* Aneeles. Calif_ 71 53 
Miami. Fla. ... 77 58 0.04 
Mpla.-St. Paul. Minn... 15 2 
Mobile. Ala 38 21 0.07 
Nashville. Tenn. _ 25 11 
New Orleans. La._ 4-u 58 _ 

New York. N. Y 55 14 
Oklahoma City. Okla.__ 27 18 I 
Omaha. Nebr. _ IS 8 
Phoenix, Arlz. __ 6R 38 
Ralelxh N. C_ 24 l5 
Reno. Nev... 42 10 S' Louis. Mo 12 o 
8alt Lake City. Ut«h 42 19 
San Praneisco. Calif. 80 41 
Savannah. O*. _ 38 "8 051 Seattle. Wash 58 30 017 

United States Treasury Position 
By the Associated Press. 

The position at the Treasury December 14. compared with correspondios date 
S.year mo: December 14. 1843. December 14 .1942. Receipts *2.13,220.164.30 *102.133.657 23 
E5P*£3‘2“»»--- _ all-g?? 22125 375.895.41387 B«i»Urtee, --J. -- -- 12.686.744.884 8.1 7.157.176.850 42 Working balance Included ll.P23.004.354.39 6.396.634.811.53 

wm ftsetta ** *04 **0 0*1 ** ** r<* *’-* **~ 


