
Canadians Who Took 
Ortona Smash On 
Toward Pescara 
Bt the Associated Press. 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS. 

Algiers, Dec. 29. — Canadian 
troops, after capturing Ortona 
in the most violent house-to- 
house battle of the Mediter- 
ranean campaign, smashed north 
along the coast in snow and 
sleet today toward Rome's Adri- 
atic port of Pescara. 

An Allied comunique announced 
that the eight-day “bitter struggle 
for Ortona is over." 

The communique said medium 
bombers bombed airfields near 
Rome, pounding hangars, buildings 
and dispersal areas at Ciampino. 
south of Rome, and "accurately" 
blasting Centocelle. east of the Ital- 
ian capital. 

On the 5th Army front, the Ger- 
mans launched a full-scale attack 
down the eastern coast on the town 
of Ponte di Garigliano. near the 
mouth of the Garigliano River, 
where a battle was still In progress. 
French Troops Capture Mountain. 
Farther inland. French Moroccan 

troops captured a 3.000-foot moun- 
tain in heavy fighting and American 
troops closed in on San Vittore on 
the vital Rome road. 

The violent battle for the port of 
Ortona ended yesterday with the 
town in ruins. The Germans are 
retreating north along the coast 
with the Canadians in pursuit 
although rain, snow and sleet, com- 
bined with high winds, is hampering 
their progress. 

A dispatch from the battlefront 
said Ortona last night resembled a 
tomb. Many soldier and civilian 
dead were lying in the streets and 
doorways, not yet removed bv burial 
parties. 

Every street in the Adriatic port 
of 9.000 was said to be piled high 
with debris, most of which was ex- 
tensively mined by the retreating 
Nazis. 

Remaining Civilian* Stunned. 
There were no cheering civilians 

to greet the Canadians in this vic- 
tory for those who had remained 
in the town were too stunned to 
realize fully that the enemy was 
gone. 

On the 8th Army front. Indian 
and New Zealand troops occupied 
two ridges near Villa Grande and 
cut the Canosnrielli Road in several 
places. In the mountains west of 
Ortano the 8th Army was about nine 
miles from the important city of 
Chieti. 

Although half of Italy was swept 
by storm, the American 15th Ait- 
Force struck heavily in the north, 
resulting in widespread air battles 
during which 20 German planes were 
shot down for a loss of 11 Allied 
aircraft. 

The medium bombers, which at- 
tacked Rome's airfields, also bombed 
Ouidonia. while heavy Liberator 
bombers pounded railway yards at 
the North Adriatic port of Rimini 
and at Vicenza. 40 miles west of 
Venice. 

19 German Planes Downed. 
The force which attacked Vicenza 

encountered 50 German planes with 
a resultant fray which saw the de- 
struction of at least 19 German 
planes and perhaps an additional 
five. 

Other aerial activity included as- 
saults on rail targets near Ferentino; 
on a railway bridge near Castello; 
th port of Civitavecchia, northwest 
of Rome, and Anzio and Nettuno. 
southwest of the Italian capital. 

Air force headquarters, mean- 
while. announced that the Adriatic 
had been virtually closed to Ger- 
man shipping as had the waters 
between France and Northern Halv- 
as the result of Allied air patrols. 
The announcement added on the 
other hand that since November 
ft. 1942. 22.526.485 tons of Allied 
shipping had been escorted in the 
Mediterranean with a loss of only 
l’i per cent. 

Weather Report 
District of Columbia: Fair and 

windy with freezing temperature this 
afternoon: clear and colder with 
diminishing winds, lowest tempera- 
ture near 15 degrees tonight. Thurs- 
day fair and continued cold. 

Virginia and Maryland: Fair and 
colder with winds diminishing to- 
night. Thursday fair and colder. 

River Report. 
Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers 

clear at Harpers Ferry. Potomac 
muddy at Great Falls. 

Report for Last 24 Hour*. 
Temperature, 

yeaterday— Degree* 
4 D m. 44 
* P m 36 
Midnight 31 

Today— 
4 am. -’ft 
8a.m. 
Noon 

Record Temperature* Thl* Tear. 
Highest. 98. on August 10. 
Lowest. 6. on February 15. 

Tide Table*. 
(Furnished by United States Coast 

and Geodetic Survey.» 
Today Tomorrow. 

1'»:'!! a m. J 1:15 a m 
—- 5:02 a.m. 5:52 a.m. 

H’th 10:4fip.m. 11:39 p.m. 
5:13p.m. 6:06p.m. 

The Sun and Motn. 
Rises. Sets. 

Sun. today 8:07 5:54 
Sun. tomorrow 8;07 5:55 
Moon, today 9:32 a.m. 7:58 pm. 

Automobile lights must be turned on 
•ne-ha!f hour after sunset. 

Precipitation. 
Monthly precipitation in inches in the 

Capital (current month to date): 
Month. 1943. Avg. Record 

January _ _ 2 87 3.55 : 83 ’37 
February 7.02 3.27 6.84 *84 
March -- 4.31 3 75 8.84 ’91 
April _ 2.88 3 27 9.13 89 
May_ __ 4.04 3.70 10.69 '89 
June __2.43 4 13 lo.94 ’00 
JulT 1 46 4.71 10.63 86 
August 0-74 4 01 14.41 28 
September __ 7 88 3 24 17.45 34 
October _ 4 29 7 84 8 81 ’37 
November 4 23 7 37 8 69 ’89 
December _ 1.54 3.32 7.56 01 
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WOMAN MARINES LEAVE FOR CAMP LEJEUNE—Sergt. Beatrice Lillico Sheppard. Marine i 
Corps procurement branch, is shown giving last-minute instructions to 46 Washington recruits 
for the Potomac Platoon, which left Union Station last night for "boot'' training at Camp | 
Lejeune, New River. N. C. 
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Van Nuys Seeks Aid 
Of Liquor Boards to 
Curb Black Market 
Bj tht Associated pres*. 

Commending Federal agencies for 
"falling in line" with congressional 
efforts to wipe out bootlegging and 
black markets in whisky. Senator 
Van Nuys. Democrat of Indiana 
called today for "the same kind oi 
co-operation from local enforcement 
officers." 

Senator Van Nuys. chairman of a 
special Senate committee investi- 
gating the liquor supply situation, 
said reports from his investigators 
indicated "local boards could be a 

big help by revoking licenses of deal- 
ers who sell above ceiling prices or 
who require their customers to buy 
wines and rum with liquor pur- 
chases." 

Senator Van Nuys disclosed that 
the committee may sponsor legisla- 
tion to permit distilleries to market 
whisky of less than 100 proof as 
bonded liquor to increase the avail- 
able supply. 

“Under the present law, no whisky 
less than four years old or under 
100 proof can be bottled-in-bond." 
he said. "There are 117,000.000 gal- 
lons of 100-proof whisky at least four 
years old in Government warehouses. 
If we permit a reduction of the proof 
to 80. we'd add about 25.000.000 or 
more gallons to the immediately 
available supply." 

Senator Van Nuys said he also 
would revive a proposal to reduce 
from eight to four years the period 
in which whisky may remain in 
storage free of tax. despite its re- 
jection by the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee. 17 to 2. Chairman George 
of the Finance Committee said he 
would support the amendment on 
the Senate floor when the tax bill 
is called up for debate. 

The Treasury reported yesterday 
that November withdrawals of 
whisky from storage as 5.572.000 
gallons, up 214.000 from the month 
before and the fourth consecutive 
monthly increase. Stocks on hand 
now total 392.063.000. compared 
with 480.328.000 at this time a year 
ago. 

Home Rule 
'Continued From First Page> 

variety of proposed changes in the 
bill and to suggest a revised meas- 

ure to the full District Committee. 
He said he had not determined 

yet whether it would be advisable 
or necessary for the committee or 

the Senate to pass a resolution pro- 
viding for a referendum, but that he 
believed it would be well to submit 
the final draft to the people for 
their reactions before it is brought 
up for action in the Senate. 

A majority of witnesses before the 
subcommittee declared Washington 
should be granted suffrage and most 
of them approved at least in prin- 
ciple the McCarran plan for an 
elected city council—city managei 
form—though this was not unani- 
mous. A majority spoke also for na- 
tional representation in Congress for 
the disfranchised District but were 
told this subject was not before the 
District Committee. 

Wide Difference of Opinion. 
There was a wide difference of 

opinion on many questions involved 
in the McCarran plan, two of the 
most important being who would br 
considered entitled to vote, and 
whether the thousands of Govern- 
ment workers and dthers maintain- 
ing "legal'' residence in their home 
State would be willing to give up 
their State and Federal voting rights 
in exchange for the privilege of vot- 
ing for District Commissioners or 
councilmen. 

Senator Burton has warned that 
Congress is unlikely to permit resi- 
dents to vote here if they claim vot- 
ing rights in the States. He, there- 
fore. has suggested at least a mi- 
nority of the councilmen should be 
appointed by the President to repre- 
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sent these residents and the Federal 
interests generally. 

Champions of the McCarran plan 
have sought to persuade the com- 

mittee the unofficial 1938 referen- 
dum vote on the general questions 
of national and local suffrage ior 
the District, plus declarations by 
oragnization spokesmen at the hear- 
ings. proved conclusively Washing- 
ton approves the proposed change in 
the city government. 

Favor Referendum. 
Apparently, however, there is a 

feeling in the committee a current 
referendum on the "home rule" 
measure as it may be laid before the 
Senate for action would be desirable. 

Senator Holman, Republican, of 
Oregon offered a bill October 18 pro- 
viding for an official referendum vote 
on several District charter proposals 
but later was convinced the ma- 
chinery was too complicated. He 
introduced a second bill for creation 
of a charter commission to receive 
suggestions for a new form of gov- 
ernment and submit proposals to 
Congress. 

Steuart 
'Continued From First Page t 

we would not have been obliged to 
seek another supplier." 

According to Treasury spokesmen 
the shortages at the two hospitals 
and the torpedo station began de- 
veloping late yesterday and a check 
of local dealers showed that the 
Steuart company alone was able to 
step into the breach, they said. Ac- 
cordingly Government trucks were 
sent to the Steuart plant late las; 
night to rush supplies to the three 
institutions. 

The fuel oil involved is of the 
bunker type, not the household va- 
riety. 

The Steuart company has been 
under OPA fire since last winter 
when it is alleged to have violated 
the rationing regulations during the 
fuel oil shortage. Charges were filed 
aeainst the company by the OPA 
and during hearings before OPA 
Heating Commissioner Clifford 
Snider. Carl W. Bereuffy, assistant 
District OPA enforcement attorney, 
called for suspension of the com- 
pany's license. He asserted that 
other Washington dealers could 
easilv handle the company's busi- 
ness. 

inis claim was vigorously denied 
,bv rlie company, which cited the fact 
that the Government itself had 
turned to it last winer for relief 
supplies when a State Department 
representative appealed to it to re- 
lieve emergencies at the Soviet Em- 
bassy and Sumner Welles' Oxon Hill 
home. 

The charge that suspension of the 
Steuart firm could be ordered ‘'with- 
out undue hardship to the public" 
was renewed by John L. Laskey. 
District OPA enforcement attorney, 
at a heating December 18 before 
OPA Hearing Administrator Talbot 

.Smith, who is now considering ap- 
peals of both the District OPA and 
the Steuart company from the hear- 
ing commissioner's decision. This 
cleared the company of chaiges of 
fuel oil shortages and miscounting 
coupons, but found it guilty of ac- 

cepting fuel oil from the Petrol 
Corp. of Philadelphia without giving 
coupons. 

The hearing commissioner ordered 
that the firm's operations be limited 
to its customers as of December 1 
tor the period of one year. Arguing 
that this would permit the company 
to retain the customers of other oii 

companies it secured during the pe- 
liod of the alleged irregularities last 
winter, the District OPA at the 
healing on the appeals demanded 
an order which would force the com- 
pany to give up the new customers. 

60,000 Tons of Faf 
Saved by Housewives 
B' thf Associated Pres*. 

NEW YORK. Dec. 29— American 
housewives have salvaged more 

than 120.000.000 pounds of waste 

cooking fat since the fat salvage 
drive started in July. 1942. the Bu- 
reau of Advertising of the Ameri- 
can Newspaper Publishers Associa- 
tion reported today. 

Tracing the role of newspaper 
advertising in telling the story of 
America's need for saving waste 
fats. the bureau quoted a surve'. 
showing that 52 per cent had turned 
in fat since the campaign began 

In 1944, housewives will be asked 
to double their present contribu- 
tions to meet the 230.000.000-pound 
quota just announced by the Fat 
Salvage Committee, the bureau said 
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HINDS 
COMPLETE FACIAL 
• Introducing a wonderful new Face 
cream to users of famous Hinds 
hand lotion ... Complete Facial... 
cleanser, softener, powder base in 
one! Try Complete Facial—the new 

one cream that does all three for 
busy, modern women! 
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46 in Potomac Platoon 
Leave for Marine 
'Boot' Training 

Approximately 46 recruit* for the 
Potomac Platoon, the first group to 
be sent as a unit from Washington 
to 'boot'’ training for the Marine 
Corps Women's Reserve at New 
River, N. C., left last night from 
Union Station. 

With the local platoon were some 
175 recruits from the Eastern States, 
including Pennsylvania, New York. 
New England. Maryland and Vir- 
ginia, the second contingent of re- 
cruits to be sent in a large body to 
Camp Lejeune. 

First to Enlist. 
Among the new women marines 

comprising the Potomac Platoon was 
Miss Mary Warrington Cox, 29 2311 
Connecticut avenue N.W.. the first 
to enlist in the District unit. The 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Cox, 
Alexandria. Va. Mias Cox was for- 
merly employed as a clerk for the 
Senate. 

With their luggage piled in one 
corner of the concourse, the newly 
Inducted women marines stood in a 

long line before the train gate, small 
groups breaking into a popular song 
now and then as they watted for the 
signal to board the train. 

"Who started the music," asked 
an officer, walking up to a group of 
girls. 

"I did,' a girl in the crowd an- 
swered timidly, "but we're quiet 
now." 

"They learn fast.” she laughed as 
she walked away. 

One platoon recruit, Miss Imo- 
eene Leah Mease. 21. of Cumber- 
land. Md.. who was inducted No- 
vember 5. was so anxious to begin 
her marine training that she de- 
clared she would have just as soon 
gone right away, even if it did mean 

reing away from home on Christmas 
3 Brothers in Service. 

A former supervisor for the ad- 
jutant general's office Miss Mease 
has three brothers in4he service, one 
of whom Master Sergt. David D. 

Mease. Air Forces, has been deco- 
rated six times In the Mediterranean 
area where he is radioman and gun- 
ner on a bomber. 

Other new recruits for the Poto- 
mac platoon Include: Helen E. Adam, 
Elsie Armstrong, Rosebud Brown, 
Edna C. Buntln, Evelyn Burns, 
Kathryn Cowan, Alice F. Danforth. 
Ruth Dobbs, Joan K. Fey, Dorothy 
B. Garrison, Helen Grigg, Gertrude 
H. Harberts, Alice M. Hauger, Betty 
I. Hood, Ruby A. Hood, Florence 
Johnson, Doris E. Kyle. Elizabeth 
Lane, Ruth G. Leakes. Ruth Lorenz, 
Minnie M. McGrath, Dorothy New- 
ton, Phyliss Pitroff, Janice Hale, 
Helen Butcher, G. Charlotte Maen- 
ner, Roberta Jones, Geraldine Jones, 
Helen Taylor, Margaret Fields. Mary 
Gates. Ruth Zarobchlck, Jennie 
Southford, Helen Solomon. Evelyn 
Reaney, Helen Cleveland, Anne 
Sikorsky, Sarah Shields, Charlotte 
Stavely, Phyllis Snyder, Mariana 
Trice. Ann Vargo, Ruth E. Weiss 
and Mary E. Wise. 

Montreal Workers Vote 
To Continue Strike 
B> the Associated Press, 

MONTREAL. Dec. 29 —By a sec- 
ond vote within 24 hours. Montreal's 
2.000 municipal white-collar workers 
have decided to continue their week- 
old strike until their demands for 
higher wages are met. 
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Officials Silent on Spain's 
Report on Jap Internees 

Both the Spanish Embassy and 
the State Department today refused 

jto comment on an Associated Press 
dispatch quoting the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner as saying the Span- 
ish Embassy has certified to the 
Japanese government that Japanese 
interned in thi\ country are receiv- 
ing favorable treatment. 

The article sdid the Spanish Em- 
bassy. acting at the request of the 
Japanese government, conducted an 

investigation of Japanese relocation 
centers in this country and certified 
the following: 

"That the Japanese at Tulelake 
where 16.000 disloyal internees 

rioted November lr and at four 
other relocation centers for Jap- 

j anese are receiving a generous suf- 
ficiency of food; that sanitation fa- 

Icilities. including light and recrea- 
tion. are ’excellent’; that, in effect, 
all five camps are characterized by 
favorable’ conditions." 

Magnuson Warns U. S. 
Time Will Help Japs r 
By the A.eeoclatm Preen. 

SEATTLE. Dec. 29—The battlejef 
Tarawa, says Representative MaV- 
nuson, Democrat, of Washington 
"was perfect proof of the truism 
that time and geography are the 
allies of Japanu.” 

“I've seen the complete photo- 
graphic record of the whole opera- 
tion." he told newsmen last night. 
"Major casualties occurred when 
barges grounded on off-shore reefs 
and the marines had to wade ashore. 

“We learned the vital lesson that 
the longer we let the Japs hole-in, 
the harder it will be to dig them 
out." 
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Twice each year we reduce J 

prices for CLEARANCE— 

The Grosner Clearance Sale is on! We’ve staged this 

housecleaning twice each year for as long as we can 

remember, because clean stocks at the beginning of the 

season is a "must” with us. It’s the onlv wav we know 
m 0 

how to do business—and Clean Stocks have to be 

preceded by a clearance. That’s all there is to it. We 

get all our valuations from actual selling prices in the 

store, not out of the air. Here’s the wav the reductions 

go: For our fine Suits and Overcoats—Group 1—The 

$37.75 and $47.75 Suits are now $32.75. Group 2— 

$55 Suits now $44.75. Group 3—$50 Alpa Rajah 
Overcoats, now $39.75. Group 4—$62 Kuppenheimer, 
$65 Worumbo, $62 Imported Kildaire tweed O’coating 
from Athlone, Ireland, now $49.75. Group 5—$94 

O’coating by Crombie of Aberdeen, Scotland, now $69.75. 
Special Group—$11.95 to $13.95 Stetson Shoes, now $8.95 
and $9.95. A ou can use our "Third-in-Three” Charge plan. 
Pay y Now—% January 15th—y February 15th. 
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